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TO     THE 


Q      U      E      E      N. 


'  I  VO  the  public  tcftimonies  <?f  rpfpeft  and  duty  offered  to  your 
MAJESTY  on  the  happy  occafion  of  yoyr  nuptials,  may  on 
individual  add  his  wifhes  for  the  long  continuance  of  an  union  lo 
aufpicious  to  your  people  ? 


Diftinguiflied   by  every  amiable   and   elegant    acccmplifhmenr, 
your  MAJESTY  will  not  refufe  your  royal  favour  to   SOLYMAN 

B  and 


iv  DEDICATION. 

ALMENA,  fmce  thefe  chara&ers  are  drawn,  however  imperfcdlly, 
in  the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue. 


With  all  pofiible  refpe£t  and  duty, 
I  am,  MADAM, 

Your  MAJESTY'S 

Moft  humble 

And 

Moft  faithful  fervant, 


JOHN    LANGHORNE, 


SOLYMAN    AND   ALMENA. 


CHAP.    I. 

ET  the  fons  and  daugh- 
ters of  affliction  receive 

b  L.  <C  comfoit  from  hope.  The 
g  }j  motion  of  the  funbeams 

^^\ff>  on  the  wave,  is  not  more 
uncertain,  than  the  condition  of  hu- 
man life:  miiery,  therefore,  has  much 
to  hope,  and  happinefs  much  to  fearj 
but  virtue  has  always  a  refource  in  Pro- 
vidence, which  not  only  improves  the 
blefiings,  but  mitigates  the  evils  of  life. 
In  a  pleafant  valley  of  Mefopotamia, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Irwan,  lived  Soly- 
mun,  the  fon  of  Ardavan  the  fage. 
He  was  early  inftru&ed  in  all  the  learn- 
ing of  the  eafl ;  but  as  his  underftand- 
ing  opened,  he  grew  weary  of  the  la- 
bours of  ftudy,  and  thirfted  only  for 
the  knowledge  of  mankind.  With 
much  importunity,  he  prevailed  on  his 
father  to  permit  him  to  travel.  '  My 
'  fon,'  faid  Ardavan,  '  let  not  your 

*  curiofity    interrupt    your   happir.ffst 
'  all  that  nature  can  give  you,   is  In 
'  the  valley  cf  Irwan:  here  you    are 
'  cheriftjed  by  the  eye  of  affeftion,  and 

*  indulged  with  all  the  bounties  of  the 
«  eternal  fun.     Travtl  is  often  dange- 
«  rous,  and  always  inconvenient:  your 
1  knowledge  of  men  may  be  put  dialed 
«  by  experiencing  their  treachery,  their 
«  cruelty,   and  thtir  pride;   the   unfu- 
«  IJK  cling  innocence  of  your  heart  will 

*  expoie  you  to  the  defigns  of  the  fel- 
«  filh,   and  the  infolence  of   the  vain; 
«  you  will  wander  from  place  to  place, 
«  only  fur  amufementj    as  your  heart 


'  tan  have  no  connections  that  time  or 

*  intereft  have  rendered    dear  to   >ou, 
«  you  will  be  little  affeiled  by  any  thing 

*  you  fee:  and,  what  is  more  than  all, 

*  your  virtue  will  be  endangeieti;  when 
'  you  behold  the  tiniverfal  prevalence  of 
«  vice,  when  your   eye  is  attracted   by 
'  the  flowery  paths  in  which  flie  feems 
«  to  tread,  you  will  find  it  difficult  ti> 

*  withstand  the  force  of  example,  and 
'  the  blandishments  of  pleafnre.'  S>>- 
Jyman  humbled  himfelf,   and  replied  t 
«  Prince  of  the  fagcs  that  dwell  between. 
'  the  rivers,  let  your  ear  be  patient  to 
«  the  words  of  youth.     Can  Ardaran 
«  doubt    the   integrity   of    the    heart, 
'  which    his  precepts  have   formed   to 

*  virtue;  or  fear  that  Soiyman  fliould 

*  become  the  fhve  of  vice?    I  am  not  a 
'  (hanger    to    the    manners    of    men, 
'  though  I  have  mixed  hut  little  amor;; 

*  them;    nor   am  I  unicquaintrd    with 
'  the  temptations  to  which  I  fhall   be 
'  expofed,  nor  unprepared  to  withlfaml 

*  them.     Travel  may  be  attended  with 
'  fome  inconveniences,  but  it  has  many 
'  advantages:    next   to  the  knowledge 
'  of  ourfelves,    moft  valuable    is    the 
f  knowledge  of  nr.ture;  and  this  fs  HI 
«  be  acquired    only  by  attending   her 

*  through    the   variety  of  her  woik*. 
<  the   more  we    behold    of   thefe,    ihe 
'  more  our  ideas  are  enlarged  and  ex* 
«  tended;     and   the-  nobler    and    moie 

*  worthy   conceptions  we  mult  fnt-r- 
«  tain  of  that  Power,  who  is  the  pinnr 
'  ol  univerfal  bein^.' 

'  My  Ion,'  faid  Ardavrn,  '  if  Jon 
«  are  deterrnireil    to   navel,   let 

B  a  «  ear 
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Car  attend  to  the  inftruftion  of  age. 
Move  not  one  pace  from  the  valley 
of  Irwan,  if  yoiir  heart  rely  not  on  the 
Eternal  Providence;  it  is  that  con- 
fidence-alone which  muft  fupport  you 
under  all  the  poffible  contingencies 
of  diftrefs:  O  let  it  not  depart  from 
you;  it  is  the  fovereign  antidote  to 
the  evils  of  lift:!  the  day  is  not 
lighted  up  in  vain,  let  it  not  pafs 
without  the  practice  of  virtue;  dare 
Hot  to  behold  the  evwlafting  fun  go 
down,  if  thou  halt  walled  his  light 
in  idlenefs  or  in  vanity:  ignorance, 
mifery,  or  want,  will  always  afford 
thee  the  means  of  beneficence. 
'  May  that  Immortal  Being,  whofe 
eye  is  over  all  his  creatures,  fave  thee 
from  folly  and  from  vice!  may  his 
hand  direft  thee  in  the  hour  of  negli- 
gence, and  his  fpitit  guide  thee 
through  the  maze  of  error!  When 
thy  mind  fliall  be  enriched  with  the 
knowledge  of  his  woiks,  may  he  re- 
ftore  thee,  more  virtuous,  to  the  val- 
ley of  Ii  wan,  to  the  arms  of  thy  aged 
fathei !  and  may  he  forgive  this  tear, 
which  proceeds  not  from  a  dillrult  of 
his  Providence,  but  falls  for  the  lofs 
of  Solyman  ' 


CHAP.     II. 

THE  morning  was  fpread  upon  the 
mountains,  and  Solyman  prepar- 
ed to  depart:  but  firft  pioftrating  him- 
felf  towards  the  fun,  lie  thus  addrefled 
that  glorious  luminary.     «   Incompa- 
rable,   and    everlaltir.g!     thou,    that 
lighted   up   a  thouland  worlds,   and 
extended  thy  protecting  power  to  the 
minuteft  parts  of  nature!  let  thy  uni- 
verfal  eye  look  with  favour  upon  So- 
lyman.    When  I   wander  over   the 
waftes  of  defolation,  may  thy  chear- 
ful   rays  comfort  and  fupport    me! 
when  I   go  i-nto  the   cities  of  men, 
mayeft  thou  ftill  look  upon  me;  teach 
me  to  difcover  the   daik  defigns  of 
malignity,  and  to  unfold  the  intri- 
cacies of    fraud!   fo  mayeft  thou  rife 
with  fevenfold  luftre  over  the  waves 
of  Indus;    fo  mayeft  thou  be  adored 
by  thofe  favage  nations,  who  expe- 
rience thy  goodnefs  without  acknow- 
ledgment!'   After  this  (hort  addrefs, 
he  lung  the  following  hymn. 


HYMN    TO    THE    RISING    S  OTf « 

FROM  the  red  wave  rifing  bright, 
Lift  on  high  thy  golden  head; 
O'er  the  mifty  mountain,  fpread' 
Thy  fmiling  rays  of  orient  light! 

S;e  the  golden  god  appear! 
Files  the  fiend  of  darknefs  drear; 
Flies,  and  in  her  gloomy  train, 
S^ble  griel,  and  care,  and  pain! 

Sse  the  golden  g^d  advance! 
On  Tauru.,'  heights  his  courfcrs  prance: 
With  him  haiie  the  vernal  .hour-i, 
B&mthing  fwcets,  and  dropping  flower* 

Laughing  furnmer  at  his  fide, 
Waves  her  locks  in  rofy  pride; 
And  au  umn  bland,  with  afpeifi  kind, 
Bears  !,is  golden  fhcaf  behind. 

O  hafte  and  fprcad  the  purple  day 
OVr  all  the  wide  ethereal  way! 
Nature  mourns  at  thy  delay? 
God  of  glory,  hafte  away ! 

From  the  red  wave  rifing  bright, 
Lift  on  high  thy  golden  head; 
OVr  thy  mifty  mountain,  fpread   " 

Thy  fmiling  rays  of  orient  light! 

When  Solymnii  had  finifhed  his  de- 
votions, hs  paficd  over  the  Tigris  into 
the  kingdom  of  Pei  fta. 

There  is  fome  fecret  attraction  in  the 
place  where  we  have  parTed  the  cheaiful 
innocence  of  childhood,  that  holds  our 
heart  to  it  during  the  remaining  part  of 
life.     No  fooner  had  Solyman  afcend- 
ed  an  eminence  that  gave  him  a  retro- 
fpeflive  view  of  the  valley  of   Irwan, 
than    he  turned    his  eye  on   his  native 
fields,  and  gaztd  for  fome  time  with  a 
kind  of  peniive  complacency.     '  Hapuy 
fcenes,'  faid  he,  '  where  I  have  be- 
held the  everlalting  fun  fo  often  rile 
and  let!  yonder  is  the  grove,  where 
I  repofed  at  noon;    and  that  is  the 
hill,   where  I  mufed  at  eve.     In  yon 
manfion,   I   firft  drew  the  breath   of 
heaven;  and  there,  perhaps,  Ardavaa 
may  yet  be  weeping  for  my  departure.' 
The   gentle   heart   of   Solyman  thus 
indulged  itfelf  a  while,   till  the  declin- 
ing day  called  upon  him  to  proceed. 


CHAP.     III. 

WHEN  he  had  reached  the  foot 
of  'Taunt?,   the    madovrs    of 
evening  fell  from  the  mountains;    he, 
therefore,. 
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rticrt  f  '   to  repofc  himfelf  in 

tlic  \i!l..  -i-  nt    A'"l.<t:    i>iit  as  lie  was 
Is  it,  he  was  floppy! 
•n  timn  ot  lot  row,  that  pro- 
!  horn  an  adjacent  wood.     As  he 
i  hopis  of  rrlirvii'g  ionic  dillief's, 
iipud  not  to  draw  near  enough 
ii}  and  foon  discovered,  that  the 
pet  funs  he    heard  (peaking,  were  two 
lovers,   who    h.ul    ((•>!-;•>   -.i  leciet  inter- 
view Injure  tiieir  final  fepiration. 

The'  heatt  of    Solywan    h.id  never 

?  prill:  on  of  love;    and  he  was, 

•  -re,   the  more  curious  to  fee  the 

of   it.     But   how  great  was  his 

aftoiii foment,  when,  as  he  approached 

the  pi  ice  horn  \ihniee  the  voices  came, 

fee  beheld  the  lover  lying,    in   all  the 

agonies  of  foirow,  at  the  fret  of   his 

weqiing  milirel's!  '   Immoital  PJWCI!' 

f.iiil  lie,  '  I  have  beta  tcld,  that  love 

was  the    belt  of    thy  gifts:    is    this 

mifcrable,  tins  painful  ii^ht,  a  proof 

of  it?  Behold  that  wretched  youth, 

how  his  heart  labours  and  llruggles 

i:r.  It- 1  it's  oppreftion;  while  the  .uni- 

ahlc   maiden,  who   ,'eems    to   be  the 

caufe  of  his  mifery,  hangs  over  him 

isi  ter.rs  and  filence,  as  it   incapable 

of    relieving  him  I      Heavens,    what 

agonies!  Reafon  will  be  driven  from 

htr  feat.     Hal    nature    gives    place; 

he  faints!' 

Solyman  perceiving  his  afliftance  was 
now  become  neceffary,  rufhed  into  the 
thicket,  and  raifed  the  unhappy  lover 
ftoin  the  earth.  At  length  his  fenfes 
returned;  but  his  gritf,  which  had  be- 
fore been  fo  exquifitely  violent,  was 
changed  into  gloomy  ItupiHity.  Soly- 
man, however,  by  the  Toothing  founds 
of  pity,  awoke  his  attention,  and  by 
gentle  importunity  drew  from  him  the 
caufe  of  his  dirtiefs. 

'  Stmrgir,'  ft  id  the  youth,  '  who- 
'  ever  then  ait,  thine  appearance  en- 
'  titles  tliee  to  regnd,  and  the  com- 

*  pa  (lion    thou    haft   (hewn  me  merits 

*  my  confidence.     Tiiou  now  helx/ldcft 
'   the  molt  unhappy  of  men.     That  la- 
'   dy,    at  whofe  feet  I   fo  lately  lay  in- 
'  lenfibif,   is  the  daughter  of  a  mtrce- 
1  n:.ry  wretch,  who  has  fold  her  to  the 

*  Khan  of  Bilkharia|  and  to morrow 
'  (lie  is  to  be  conveyed  to  him,  without 
'  expcftulation  or  reprieve.' 

'  \Viiu,'  r.-plied  SolymiD,  '  is  it 
'  po(T:ble,  tint  ::ny  thing  c  m  induce  a 
4  \.  Hi-lit  to  make  h;s  child  uviVribli-! 

*  1  *j>  out  ignorant  of  the  depravity 


of  man;  but  I  thought  the  an 
of  natuie  could   not  have  been  ovci  - 
come.     Yet  it    it  is  fo,   can   thrrc  be 
any  obligation   on  the  child,  to  take 
the  portion  ot   mifrry  that  her  puitnt 
holds  out  to  hei  ?    Theobligrfi; 
children    to    parents,    can    only    be 
founded  in   gratitude;   and  where  no 
favour  is  fhewn,  no  gratitude  can  be 
due.      It   is    impoflibie   that,    in   any 
circumftances,    you   fh*u!d  he  more 
miserable;    but    it    is    very    poflil>ler 
that  you  may  be  happier.    Fly,  while 
the   moments  of  liberty  rem?in:  a:iJ 
let  not  jhofe  hearts  which  Iljaven  !tas 
formed  for  each  other,  be  Ier 
by  man.     The  roof  of  Ardavan  lu» 
always  been  a  refuge  to  innocence  in 
diftrefs:    I  will  myftlf  con  duel  you 
to  the  valley  of  Iiwnn,  where  my  f  -- 
ther's    venerable  characler,    and  »l»e 
retired  fituation  of   his  abode,    wilt 
fecure   you    from    detection ;   and  I 
(hall  rejoice  to  be  the  means  of  de- 
livering you  from  mifery.' 
This  offer  was   too   interefting  to  be 
refuted.     The    lovers    put  themlelves 
under  fhe  conducl  of  Solyman;  ami  he 
now  icpafled  the  roads  he  had  travelled 
by  the  light  of  the  fun,    with  fuperior 
pleafure   even  in   the  gloom  of  night  ^ 
fo  delightful  is  beiiericence  to  a  virtuous 
ininu ! 

When  the  morning  began  to  appear, 
they  had  readied  the  banks  of  the  Ti- 
gris.    '  It  will   not  be  nectif.uy,'  faid 
t>o!yman,    '    th.st    1  flioi-.ld   attend   yuu, 
farther:  yonder  is  the  va'iey  of  lr- 
wa'n,  and  tlie  houfe  of  Aruavan.   To 
kr.ow  thru  you  are  unhappy,   will  be 
a  fofficient  motive  for  him  to  iccerve 
you;  and  your  (tory  will  procure  you 
his  protection.     I  will  now  take  leave; 
of  you,  becaufe  I  would   not   T^aiti 
take  leave  of  my  father.     Tell  him, 
that    I   recommend  you   to  his   care; 
he  will  rejoice  to  hear,  that  Soiyrrruix 
has  been   the  means  of  your  happi- 
iH's:  but  tell  him  not,  that  I  return- 
ed to  the  banks  of  the  Tigris.'  Hav- 
ing thus    parted  with    the    lovers,     he 
proceeded  on  his  journey,  and  in  five 
days  anived  at  Ifpahan. 

The  beauty  and  magnificence  of  th.:t 
extenfive  city  engaged  his  attention 
for  many  days:  he  was  now  aftonifhed 
at  the  liuptndous  efftcls  of  induftry, 
and  now  delighted  by  the  elegance  of 
ait.  But  by  theie  he  thought  1 
rather  amuled  than  ihftru&ed;  and  fc: 
perceived 
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perceived  that  day  after  day  departed 
from  him,  without  being  diilinguimed 
-either  by  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
or  the  practice  of  virtue;  he,  therefore, 
frequented  the  places  of  publick  refort, 
and  endeavoured  to  form  fuch  con- 
nections as  were  moll  likely  to  promote 
both. 


CHAP.  iv. 

AMONG  thofe  whofe  converfation 
he  found  molt  inllructive  and  en- 
tertaining, he  was  particularly  fond  of 
an  Englifh  merchant,  who  had  refided 
fome  time  at  Ifpahan,  and  fpoke  the 
language  of  the  country:  the  merchant 
alfo  perceiving  in  Solyman  a  fuperior 
understanding,  and  a  benevolent  heart, 
was  delighted  with  his  company,  and 
cultivated  his  friendfhip.  They  fre- 
quently met;  and  their  converfation 
generally  turning  on  the  manners  and 
purfuits  of'  men,  they  mutually  grati- 
fied each  other  by  accounts  of  their 
different  countries. 

«  You,'  faid  Solyman,  '  have  en- 
joyed the  advantages  which  J  am  ftill 
to  procure.  You  have  feen  many 
different  parts  of  the  world,  and  can 
form  a  collective  idea  of  it's  inhabi- 
tants: your  commercial  engagements 
muft  have  led  you  much  into  the  in- 
terefts  and  deligns  of  men;  and  you 
muft,  confequently,  be  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  prevailing  propenlities  of 
the  heart.  But  i  fhould  be  particularly 
obliged  to  you  for  an  account  of  your 
own  country,  of  which  I  have  yet  had 
but  an  imperfeft  defcription.' 
*  The  difference  of  men,'  faid  the 
merchant,  '  lies  only  in  their  com- 
plexion and  manners:  their  prin- 
ciples are  the  fame,  in  all  ages,  and 
in  all  climates;  and  felf-intereft  is  the 
prevailing  principle,  from  Indus  to 
the  Thames.  I  am  not,  however, 
fuch  a  fchool  philoibpher,  as  to  think 
that  the  whole  human  fpecies  fliotild 
come  under  this  conclusion  >  I  have 
experienced  the  delights  of  friendship, 
and  the  confblations  of  benevolence, 
where  interell  was  no  motive;  I  have 
even  known  many,  who  have  contri- 
buted to  remove  the  miferies  of  their 
fellow  creatures,  though  by  t.'ie  di- 
minution of  their  own  fortune.  That 
excellent,  that  truly  uleful  ipirit  of 
munificence,  in  a  particular  manner 


'  characterizes  my  Countrymen.  Were 
'  you,  my  friend,  in  the  metropolis 
'  of  Great  Britain,  you  would  be- 
'  hold  fpacious  edifices  erefted  for 
'  helplels  indigence;  and  find  the  fame 
'  fkill  and  care  employed  for  the  health 

*  and  the  lives  of  the  poor,    that   the 

*  moll  affluent  circumllances  can  pro- 
'  cure  for  the  rich. 

'  But   munificence  is  not   the  only 

*  ornament  that  diftinguiShes  my  coun- 

*  try:   there  too  dwell  liberty  and  juf- 
'  tice;  liberty,  that,  however  ftrange  it 
'  may  feem  to  you,  delights  in  the  pro- 
'  teftion    of  a   monarch;   and    juftice, 
'  which  he  caufes  to  be  adminiftered 
'  without  partiality.    The  greatell  balla 

*  in  Great  Britain  cannot  invade  either 

*  the  lite  or  the  property  of  the  mean- 
'  eft    fubjecl    with   impunity;     he    is 
'  equally  obnoxious  to  the  laws,  and 

*  would    fxiffer    indifcriminately   with 
'  the  moll  obfcure  malefactor. 

'  This  general  iecurity  of  property 
'  and  life  excites  an  unwearied  fpirit 
'  of  induftry,  and  diiperfes  the  fons  of 
'  commerce  over  the  remoteft  regions 

*  of  the  earth.     Hence,  my  friend,  we 
'  vilit  the  towers  of  Ifpahan,  and  the 

*  gulphs    of    BaSTora;    our    fails    are 
c  llretched  from  the  moft  diftant  iflands 
'  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  fhores  of  Ja- 
'  pan:    and  London    is  fupplied  with 
«  nil  the  luxuries  of   nature,   and  all 
'  the  labours  of  art.' 

'  You  give  me,'  faid  Solyman,  *  a 
'  very  magnificent,  and  a  very  pleafing 
'  idea  of  your  country.  But  will  not 
'  commerce,  as  it  enriches  the  people, 

*  corrupt   their    manners?    Will    un- 
'  bounded    affluence    produce    neither 
'  riot  nor  debauchery,  vanity  nor  pride? 
'  The    inhabitants    of    Great    Britain 
'*  may  be  more  fplenclid  and  luxurious  j 
'  but  the  dwellers  in  Mesopotamia  are, 
'  perhaps,    happier,    in    proportion  as 
'  thry  are  more  innocent:    lor  Arda- 
'  van,  my  father,  has  frequently  toUt 
'  me,  that  wealth  corrupts  the  ht^-ri  of 
4  man.' 

'  Ail  the  good  things  of  life,'  an- 
fwered  the  merchant,  *  are  compii- 
'  catcd  with  evils.  If  wealth  he  not 
«  defmible,  becaufe  it  may  lead  us  into 
«  luxury,  or  inflame  us  with  pncie;  no 
'  more  would  the  fanguine  chearfulcef's 
'  of  health,  left  it  fhoulci  betray  us  in- 
'  to  licentioufnefs.  There  are,  it  i* 

*  to  be  feared,  many,  whofe  manners 
.  '  are   depraved  by    riches j    but   there 

»  aie, 
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*  tire,    like  vifc,    many      who   employ 

,  in  the  diffufion  of  knowledge, 

*  or  the  rilii-f  of  indigence.' 

1  ofc,'  f:iid  Solyman,  '  are  glo- 
4  rious  ends;  and  would  almolt  excite 

*  M  to  turn  merchant,  for  the  acqui- 
'  fition  of  wealth.     But  give  me  tame 
4  account   of   the   literature   of   your 
«  country.' 

1  Of  that,'  replied  the  merchant,  '  I 
'  am  Scarce  a  competent  judge,  the 
4  greatelt  part  tf  my  time  having  betn 

*  employed  in  commercial  ftudies.     I 

*  am  not,  however,  wholly  unacquaiut- 
4  ed  with  it;  for  I  have  always  thought, 

*  that  a   merchant  fhould  not  regltc~l 
'  the  accomplishments  of  a  gentleman. 

*  The   prei'ent    State    of    literature    i-i 

..t  Britain  will  be  belt  feen  by 
«  cunfideiing  the  performances  ot  the 
«  learned  in  their  refpeclive  claflTcs. 

*  We  have  but  few  hiftorians  of  it-al 
.'  merit;    either   their  ftyle  is  flovenly 
«  and  unharmonious,   or  their  matter 

*  undigested    and    confufed;    they    are 

*  either  the  tools  of  a  faclion,  or  the 
«  fl.ives  of  a  bookseller.     But  I   have 
4  li.td  the  pleafure  of  hearing,  fmce  I 
4  came  to  Ifpahan,  that  the  hiftories  of 
4  England  and  Scotland,   the  two  di- 
4  vifions  of  Great  Britain,  have  lately 
'  been  written  with  considerable  Spirit, 
4  accuracy,  and  elegance.     As  to  the 
4  hiftories  of  other   coimtries,    which 
4  have  been  published  in  Great  Britain, 
.*  they    are    fuch    mere    compilations, 
4  that  they  defervenot  to  be  called  the 
4  labours  of  art.1 

4  From  this  account  of  your  hifto- 

*  rians,'  laid  Solyman,  '   I  cannot  en- 
«  ttrtain  any  great  idea  of  them;  but 

*  what   are   your   oiators?" — '    As   to 
4  rhetorical    writings,'    anlwered    the 
merchant,    *  we   have   many  that  are 
4  truly  excellent}  fpirited  and  elevated 
4  infentiment,  in  language  harmonious 

*  and  correcl;  but  the  powers  of  com- 
«  pofition  are  rendered  intlncacious  by 

*  a  Spiritlefs  pronunciation.     The   art 

*  of  publick  (peaking,  however  impor- 

*  tant  in  itfelf,    feems    entirely  to  be 
4  neglefted;  and  the  orator  pronounces 
4  his  difcourfe  from  the  roltrum  with 
4  as  little  feeling  himfelf,  and  as  little 

*  influence  upon  his  audience,  as  if  he 
'  were  reading   the  newfpaper  of  the 
f-  day.*—'  Then  I  SuppoJt,'  laid  So- 
lyman, *  lhat  your  orators  Speak  on 

*  unaffc&ing,    or   uniaicrefting    fub- 


4  jetts.' — '  That  is  not  the  cafe,'  re- 
plied  the  merchant;  4  the  fubjcclt  they 
4  treat  are  ot  the  li.ll  importance:  the 
4  <lu tics  we  owe  the  Supreme  Being, 
4  the  difpenfanons  <<t"  his  providence, 
.iiions  ot  morality, 
4  the  charms  of  virtue,  and  the  de> 
'  lightful  exeiciies  of  juftice,  mercy, 
4  and  charity.' — '  Holy  MM:,  il1  in- 
terrupted Solyman,  '  can  the  Speaker* 
4  be  unarFcfle'l,  while  they  are  treating 
4  thefe  fub j eels?  Do  they  tlun  think 
4  them  of  that  impoi  ranee  they  really 
4  are;  or  do  your  teachers  disbelieve  and 
4  difregard  their  own  doctrines;  or  aie 
unconcerned  what  cfle£l  they  may 
'  have  upon  the  people?'—'  It  would 

*  be  uncharitable,'  laid  the  merchant, 
4  to  ad:nit  generally  any  of  thele  lup- 
1  pofitions.     Thtir     unanimatcd    and 

*  iin.»w;ikening     manner   of    fpeaking 
4  may  proceed  from  innocent   caufes, 
4  which  thole  you  mention  are  nut.' 

4  I  take  it  for  granted,'  f.ud  Scly- 
man,  '  that  as  you  have-  orators,  at 
4  leaftin  point  of  composition,  yov 
4  allb  poets;  for  rhetorick  anil  pottiy 
4  are  nearly  allied.-  Btlicies,  I  Inve 
'  been  informed,  that  every  country 
4  has  it's  poe:s;  and  that  even  on  the 
4  frozen  mountains  of  the  north,  the 
'  hardy  inhabitants  open  their  mouths 
4  to  Sing.' — '  The.  love  of  haimonv,* 
replied  the  merchant,  4  is  in  nun  a 
4  natural  pnSTion.  There  is  fomething- 
4  metiv. :.l  ous  in  his  mo- 

4  tions,  l;is  actions,  and  his  words; 
4  and  he  has  "always  en:ier.voured  to 
4  reduce  the  lalt  to  a  k.r.d  ol  poetical 
4  meafure,  even  where  the  art  of  writ- 
4  ing  was  unknown  or  unpirc 
4  The  art  of  poetry  in  Great  Britain 
4  has  cf  bte  years  1'C.n  brought  to 
4  great  perfection:  the  languai  e  (.f  the 
4  country  is  both  nervous  and  liarmo- 
4  nious,  and  calculated  10  exprefs  the 
4  tender  and  the  Sublime,  in  botii  which 
4  Species  of  writing  we  have  poets  (hat 
4  have  never  been  excelled.  '] 
c  the  l^ngliih  are,  in  general,  of  a  Ins 
4  Ipiightly  turn,  than  their  neighbours 
4  the  French;  yet,  in  the  aclive  powers 
4  of  imagination,  in  the  flights  of  fan- 
4  cy,  and  th^  [trains  of  humour,  their 
4  vviitings  are  by  no  means  inferior. 
4  Hence  the  Englidi  poetry  is  not  only 
4  harmonious,  but  lentimental  and 
4  pitlurefque,  abounding  with  ftroi.g 
4  images  and  lively  description.  l-.\ 
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ftorf,  my  countrymen  have  attempted 
every  d iff. rent  fpecies  of  poetry,  and 
have  excelled  in  each.' 
'  The  account  you  give  me  of  your 
poetry,'  (aid  Solyman,  '  makes  me 
very  defirous  to  learn  your  language. 
There  is  no  fpecies  of  writing  that 
gives  me  equal  plealure;  I  caught 
the  enthufiafm  from  nature,  from  the 
harmony  and  fymmetry  of  her  works. 
If  you,  who  have  fo  long  been  ac- 
curiomed  to  the  elegance  of  the  En- 
glifh,  can  bear  a  fpecimen  of  the  Me- 
fopotamian  poetry,  I  will  repeat  to 
you  a  performance  of  my  own." 


A    FA3.EWEL    HYMN    TO    THE    VAL- 
LEY   OF    IRWAN. 

FA  R  E  W  E  L  the  field  s  of  Irwan's  vale, 
My  infant  years  where  fancy  led; 
And  footh'd  me  with  the  weftern  gale, 

Her  wild  dreams  waving  round  my  head; 
While  the  biythe  blackbird  told  h  s  tale. 
Farewel,  the  fields  of  Irwan's  vale! 

The  primrofe  on  the  valley's  fide, 

The  green  thyme  on  the  mountain's  head, 

The  wanton  rofe,  the  daify  pied, 
The  wilding's  bloiTum  biuihing  red: 

No  longer  1  tneir  fweets  inhale. 

J'arewe),  the  fields  of  Irwan's  vale! 

How  oft,  within  y->n  vacant  fhade, 
Has  ev'ning  clos'd  my  carelefs  eye! 

How  oft,  along  thufe  banks,  I've  ftray'd, 
And  watch'd  the  wave  that  wander'd  by! 

Full  long  their  lofs  fliall  I  bewail. 

Farewel,  the  fields  of  Irwan's  vale! 

Vet  ftill  within  yon  vacant  grove, 
To  mark  the  dofe  of  parting  day; 

Along  yon  flow'ry  banks  to  rove, 

Anil  watch  the  wave  that  winds  away; 

Fair  fancy  fure  fhafl  never  fail,          «. 

Though  far  from  thefe,  and  Irwan's  vale ! 


CHAP.    V. 

IN  this  fbcial  intercourfe  the  mer- 
chant paffed  many  days  with  Soly- 
man,  and  while  he  gratified  his  curio- 
firy  engaged  his  affections.  Beir.g  lud- 
rienly  called  by  bufmefs  to  the  court  of 
BalT;>ra,  he  came  one  morning  to  take 
a  final  leave:  but  the  traveller  was  too 
much  attached  to  his  fiiend,  to  fnffcr 
any  thing  but  neceflity  to  part  them. 
4  Permit  me,'  faid  he,  '  to  attend  you 
'  on  your  pref'ent  expedition.  I  ha;/s 
'  not  appointed  to  myfelf  any  parti - 


'  cular  rout,  but  travel  as  occafion  or 
'  inclination  leads  me;  and  I  am  fen- 
'  fihle  I  ihall  gain  more  from  your  ex- 

*  perience  and  observation,  than  I  can 
'  from  my  own.'     This  offer  was  too 
agreeable  to  the  merchant,   not  to  be 
eagerly  embraced;    and   after  the  ne- 
ceffary  preparations,  they   fet  out  from 
Ilpahan,   and   met  the  morning  on  the 
mountains  of  Aryan, 

The  fun  appeared  above  the  horizon, 
and  Solyman  proltrated  l.;m!'elf  in  the 
prefoundeft  adoration,  When  he  arofe 
from  his  devotions,  he  advanced  to- 
wards his  fellow  traveller,  with  a  look 
ot  kindnefs  mixed  with  pity  and  con- 
cern. The  merchant  underitood  him: 
but  as  he  was  unwilling  to  controvert 
the  principles  of  his  religion,  he  made 
no  apology  f  >r  his  conduct  during  the 
devotions  of  Solyman. 

The  mild  morning  light  which  was 
diffufed  over  the  vallies  and  fireams, 
the  various  heauty  of  the  meadows,  the 
regular  difpoutipn  of  bioflbmed  hedge- 
rows, the  lbo;hing  murmur  of  bees  at 
their  eai  ly  labour,  and  the  full  conceit 
of  the  feathered  creation,  drew  their 
convention  on  the  univerfal  benefi- 
cence of  nature.  '  I  feel,'  faid  Soly- 
raan,  '  a  delight,  which  I  can  neither 
'  account  for  nor  defcribe.  Thel'e 
'  mountains  gilded  with  the  rays  of 
'  the  oiieiu"  fun,  thofe  painted  vallies 
'  that  fttair.e  the  rich  carpets  of  Perfia, 
'  yon  diit.int  waters  which  gleam  with 
'  the  fliifting  efTtilgence  of  light,  the 
'  general  buiy  voice  of  joy  ?.:\:\  activity 
'  in  the  animal  creation,  confpire  to  fill 
'  my  heart  with  inexpieilible  pler.iure.' 

'  That  pleafuie,'  replied  the  mer,- 
chant,  '  I  believe  proceeds  from  fym- 
'  pathy:  it  is  fcarce  poffible,  unlefs 
'  you  have  fome  peculiar  caule  of  mi- 
'  i'ery,  not  to  be  pleafed  when  you  fee 
'  every  thing  around  you  happy.  On 
'  the  contraiy,  if  you  go  into  the  man- 
'  fions  of  forrow,  it  will  be  impcffible 
'  to  witiiftund  theinfeftion  of  it.  The 
'  Gnd  cf  nature  feems  to  have  given 
'  us  thefe  I'ympathetic  feelings,  to  link 
'  our  afi^ilions  in  the  great  chain  of 
'  fociety.  hence,  focial  virtue  is  not 
'  lefi  to  depend  folely  on  the  moral 
'  will,  but  is  foundeJ  on  the  princi- 

*  pies  af  our  nature. 

'  But  the  objeft  of  your  adoration 
'  is  iu  profufe  of  his.  favours,  that  I 
'  fiioulcl  now  be  g^ad  to  find  fome  con- 
'  venitnt  fliade.  I  think,  I  difcover  a 

'  cave 
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ir 


*  cive  on  the  fouthern  declivity  of  the 

•  mountain;   let  us  retire  to  it  during 

\-at  of  ihe  day.' 

As  they  were  advancing  towards  the 
;nev  perceived  a  beaten  pith  lead- 
ing direflly  from  it  to  a  diftant  rivulet: 
this  made  them    apprehenfive    that    it 
might  be  the  habitation  of  fome  wild 
ilnt  hail  worn  the  path  by  con- 
ftairly  going  to   drink   at  the  ft  ream: 
but  tli  ie  loon  removed  upon 

the  appearance  ot  an  aged  hermit,  ad- 
vancing {lowly  towards  the  rivulet  with 
an  earthcrn  pitcher.  At  fight  of  the 
travellers,  h-j  haili-d  to  his  abode  with 
all  the  feeble  precipitancy  of  age:  they 
agreed  not  to  difturb  him,  and  only 
took  the  advantage  of"  the  rock  which 
fd  over  his  cell  to  flicker  them- 
n;  hut  they  had  not 
Jong  continued  in  tin's  fituation,  before 
the  hermit,  pero-iving  them  to  be  in- 
ofFenfivc  travellers,  invited  them  into 
his  cave. 

«  You  will  excufe,'  faid  the  hoary 
fage,  '  the  caution  of  years :  thelie 
mountains  are  not  fecure  fiom  the 
ravage  of  human  ferocity;  and  thefe 
hairs  would  be  no  defence  from 
the  wanton  cruelty  of  man.  I  have 
fuffered  fo  much  from  my  own  fpe- 
cies,  that  I  have  at  laft  foriiiken  their 
ibciety:  I  ihonght  it  better  to  give  up 
the  conveniences  of  it,  than  to  bear 
the  evils;  and  I  have  long  lived  in 
this  folitary  ca-e  on  nothing  more 
than  what  uncultivated  nature  would 
afford  me.'—'  Thofe  furFerings.'  faid 
Solyman,  '  mu(r,  indeed,  have  been  ex- 
traordinary, that  could  make  you 
give  up  one  cf  the  greateft  advan- 
tages of  life,  the  Ibcial  intercourfe  of 
your  fellow  cre.itures.' — '  The  nar- 
ratives of  age,'  replied  the  hermit, 
are  f'eldom  agreeable  to  youth;  but 
as  inliruftion  can  be  gained  only 
from  experience,  you  will  do  wifely 
t-j  learn  it  from  the  misfortunes  of 
Abbas. 

4  I  was  born  to  a  competent  fortune 
in  the  province  of  Lurellan:  but  be- 
ing early  Itft  an  orphan,  my  affairs 
cnnie  under  die  cognizance  of  a  juf- 
ticinry  court,  which  the  members  of 
it  call  the  couit  of  equity;  but  fo 
fjiiitablc  were  they  with  regard  to 
me,  that  they  claimed  two  paits  of 
my  little  fortune  for  their  cme  of  the 
third.' — '  Would  to  God,  that  were 
never  the  cale  iu  Great  iJiiuin!'  in- 


terrupted  the   merchant.      *  But   pro- 
ceed.'— c  Though  I  had  fuch  an 
and  convincing  proof  of  the  treachery 
and  rapicity  of  mankind;    yet,  as  I 
had   always  cxcrciftd   the  benevolent 
virtues    myfelf,     I   could    not   think 
others  totally  devoid  of  them;  and  at 
my  three  and  twentieth  year  being  in- 
clined   to   tmvf-i,    I    without    f'.ii'pie 
entrufted  the  remains  of   my  fi:  tun's 
with    a    pjrfon     whom    I    liaJ     long 
known  and  nfpecled;    a  per  Ton,  H»Iy 
Allah!  who  lifted  his  hands  to  t!u e ; 
but  l.had  not  been  abfent  from   Lu- 
reltan  more  than  three!  moons,  when 
he  pretended  a  commiflion  to  difpofe 
of  my  effects,    and  immediately   left 
the  plate.     Upon  my  return  therefore 
to  the  province,  I  found  ne't'-.cr  fri.nj. 
nor  fortune;    and  being  bud  to   no 
bufmels,   1  was  -reduced  to  the   mojl 
dittreftful  Mate  of  indigence.     I  ap- 
plied, however,  not  without  hopes  of 
rcdrefs  or  relief,  to  a  perfon  of  power 
and    eminence,     whom    I    had   often 
heard  /peak  of  his  friendfiiip  with  my 
father.     After  long  and  frequent  at- 
tendance, I  was   admitted  to  an   in- 
terview:   I  laid  open   my  dii'irefs   to 
him    with    that    kind    of    e!oqi.enre 
which  the  miferies  we  luffer  from   the 
treachery  of  otheis  always   fuggefls; 
and  which,    however   unaffe&ing   ic 
may  be  to  indifferent  perfons,   utters 
it's  complaints  with  dignity  and  re- 
fentment.     I    was    heard    half   wny 
through  my  ilory,  and  difmiH"»d  with 
the  following  reply:  "It  is  not  ne- 
'  ceiTary,  young  man,  to  proceed  with 
'  your    complaints;    I    perceive    you 
'  have  been  abufed,    and  I  am  ferry 
"  for  you.     But  that  fljall  not  be  the 
<{  cr.ly  proof  of  my  regard  for  you; 
"   I  will  give   you  a  little  advice:   you 
"  mould  never  depend  fo  much  on  the 
«'  benevolence  or  integrity  of  any  ha- 
"  man  being,  as  to  trull  him  with  your 
11  fortune  or  your  life."     Thus 
'   my  hopes  from  the  fiiend  of  my  fj- 
'  ther;  whofe  benevolence  extemlfd  no 
'  farther,  than  to  inHrucl   me  how   to 
'   fecure    the    foituiu:    th:it  was  liojcn, 
'  and  to  prelei  vethe  life  which  I  v. 
'  to  I 

'  I  had  now  no  choice,  but  to  enter, 

*  as  a  crnr.rxMi  foldirr,   into  tlie  army 
'   of  the  Soph!.      I  had  always  ii. 

'  ed  n 

'  pert  in   the  ufe  of   arms:   iry  . 

*  ji'.y  and  a.Kfrefs  drew  upon   n.j  tlie 

C  *  attention 


12 


&OLYMAN    AND    ALMENA-. 


'  attention  of  my  officers;  and,  in  a 
«  fliort  time,  I  obtained  a  fmall  comT 
. '  million.  I  had  now  almoft  forgot 
•'  my  miferies,  and  embraced  my  new 

*  fituation  with -  chearfulnefs  and  hope; 

*  but    fortune,     who   had    for  a  while 
«   eeafed   to   perfecute  me  as  below  her 
'  notice,  as   if   (he  had  been  indignant 
«  at  my  fatisfa&ion,  and  jealous  of  my 

*  profpe&s,  now  renewed  and  redoubled 
«  her  fever  H  y, 

'  My  commanding  officer  had  a 
«  daughter  ot  extraordinary  beauty, 
'  and  an  uncommon  capacity.  Zara 
«  was  the  object  of  univeifnl  admira- 
«  ti'on;  but  (he  had  fet  her  heart  on  the 
«  unfortunate  Abbas.  The  fiitt  mp- 
'<  ment  I  behe'd  her,  I  difcsvered  in 
.«  her  looks  the  moll  tender  and  nffec- 
'  tionate  regard  for  me,  which  I  im- 
«  puted  to  her  compaffion  for  my  mif 
«  fortunes;  though  at  the  fome  time  I 
«  wiliied,  without  knowing  why,  that' 
«  it  might -proceed  from  another  caufe. 

*  She  a'fked  me  for  the  ftory  of  my  life: 
«  I  told  it  in  the  plaineft  and  moil  pa- 
'  thetick  manner;  yet,    when  I  had  fi- 
«  milled,   (he  defired'me  to   repeat  it. 
«  From  this  moment  I  had  dene  with 
«  peace;  her  infectious  tendernefs  had 
«  i'uch  an  influence  upon  my  heart,  that 

<  I  could  think  of  nothing  but  Zara; 
«  without  Zara   I  was   milerable.     A 
«  thoufand  rmes  did  I  flatter  myfelf, 
«  that  there  was  fomething  more  than 

*  mere  compaffion  in  her  look  and  man- 
«  ner;  and  not  many  days  had  puffed, 

*  before  I  was  convinced  of  the  dear 
«  fatal  truth  from  this  letter: 

*'    TO    ABBAS. 

«(  -TT  OUR  merit  and  your  fufFerings 
^  "  have  a  claim  to  fomething 
"  more  than  compaffion:  to  efpoufe 
«'  the  caufe  of  Abbas,  is  to  difcharge 
*«  a  duty  which  virtue  cannot  difpenfe 
'««  with.  Meet  me  on  the  parade  this 
«'  evening,  and  you  (hall  know  more 
'«  of  thetentiments  of 

"  ZARA." 

«  The  emotions  I  felt  on  the  receipt 

<  of  this  letter,   can  only  be  conceived 
«  by   thofe   who,   in   the  midlt  of  de- 

•«  fpairing  love,  have  beheld  a  gleam  of 
'  hope.  The  tumult  of  my  heart  hur- 
«  ried  me  to  the  place  appointed,  long 
«•  before  the  time:  I  walked  backward 
«  and  forward  in  the  utmoft  confufion, 


'  totally  regardlefs  of  every  object  3- 

*  bout  me;  fometirnesraifme  my  hand* 
f  and  eyes    in  the  fudden  efr'ufions   ot" 

*  tranfport,  and  fometimes  [roiling  with 
'   the  complacency  of  delight. 

'  At  length  the  day  departed,  and 
'  Zara  came.  My  heart  bounded  at 
'  her  fight:  I  was  unable  to  fpeak,  and 

*  threw  myfelf  at  her  feet.      She  wns 
'  alarmed   at  my  exceffive  earneftnefs 
'  and  confufion;    but  commanding  me 
'  to  rile  "  Abbas,"  faid  me,  "  if  your 
"  confufion  proceeds  from  your  modeft 
"  gratitude,,  retrain   it,   till    you   find 
"  whether  I  am   able  to  ferve  you;    it 
"   it  arile  from  any  other  caufe,  I  muff 
"  leave  you  tiiis  moment.'"     I  entreat- 
'  ed  me  would  tell  me,  to  what  I  was 

*  indebted  for  the  happinefs  cf  this  in- 
'  tei'view,   and    I   would  be  calm   and 
'  attentive.     "    My   regard    for    your 
*'  merit,   and   my  ccflkipafHon   for  your 
"  fufFeiings,"    faid    Oie,    ^  make   me 
"  wifh  to  ferve  you.     Tell  me,    Ab- 
"  has,    can    I  aflirt  you    through  the 
*'  intereft  of   my  father?"  -I    faltered 
'  out    my    acknowledgments;     telling 
'  her,    that  to  her  I  muft  owe  all  my 
'  hopes  of  future  happinefs. 

'  She  left  me  immediately  without 
'  reply.  The  fingularity  of  my  beha- 
'  viour  on  the  parade  before  the  com- 
'  ing  of  Zara,  had  drawn  upon  me  the 
'  attention  of  an  officer  who  was  fe- 
4  cretly  her  admirer,  and  who,  either 
'  through  curiofity,  or fufpicion, though 
'  unobierved  by  me,  had  waited  at  a 
'  convenient  diftance  to  watch  my  mo- 
'  tions.  No  fooner  did  he  perceive  the 
'  approach  of  Zara,  than,  as  well  to 

*  gratify  his  revenge,  as  to  ingratiate 
'  bimfelf  with  her  father,   he  immedi- 
'  ately  told  him  of  our  interview. 


CHAP.     VI. 

«  r~7  ARA,  ignorant  of  what  had 
f  J  (  paffed,  wiih  her  ufual  free- 
dom and  good- nature,  began  to  ex- 
prefs  her  companion  for-  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Abbas,  talked  of  his  merits, 
and  wiflied  to  fee  him  preferred.  The 
old  general,  who  was  naturally  jea- 
lous and  impetuous,  exclaimed,  witli 
a  burft  of  indignation,  "  Yes,  I  fhai! 
'  prefer  him!"  Early  the  next  morning 
he  fent  me  my  difcharge;  and  while 
I  was  gazing  in  ftupid  altonifhment 
upon  my  general's  letter,  a  youth, 
«  mafked, 
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'  tmflced,  brought  me  a  fun II  cafkef, 

•  r:-i    f  i.iin    7  in,    win 
'  the    hell   of  my   remembrance,   was 
«  i.i  follows; 


44    TO    ABBAS. 

"   "R^'   ^°"ie    tin'llc'ty   circumftance, 

•^    "   whii  li   I  do   not    now   un.Ur- 

*'  ftuvl,    in '.ti-id  of  promoting  you,   I 

re  been  the  cuile  of'  youi    dilinif- 

'   lion.       i  •'  you 

'  a  fmall  c  Ik  t  ot  jewels  for  your  lup- 

'•  port,    has  ».y  co'.nmaiuis    to  conduit 

ov<  •  til-  moun  • 

4  tains:  follow  him  immediately,  led 
<i\  jc.iloul'y  mediae  new 
4  peril  cut  10  n^.  Me  wenrs  a  mafk,  tlint 
'  Iv  ma\  not  be  taken  notic^  of  as  one 
4  of  tite  general's  .tomelticks:  his  at- 
'  tschm  nt  to  me  will  unite  him  f  i .  h- 
4  ful  to  yon.  Time  may  bring  about 
4  hainiier  events.  Adiew,  ad.eu! 

"  ZARA." 


'  Ln  the  angnirti  and  confufion  of  my 
'  heart,  I  followed  my  guide,  without 
'  knowing  whither  he  was  leading  me, 
'  orwlut  I  was  about  to  do.  I  vented 

*  my  iriief     in     broken     ejaculations, 

*  frequently  calling  upon  the  name  of 
4  Zara,  but  not  once  addrcffing  myfelf 
'  to  my  attendant.     B>    the  evening  of 
'  the.  fecond    day,    we    had    advanced 
4  forty  miles  fouthward  from  the  pro- 
'  vince  of  Lureftan;  when — how  mall 
'  I  relate  the  lalt  horrid  Icene  of  my  mi- 
'  feries! — pardon  me! — tlieic  aged  eyes 
4  have  yet  a  tear  left    )et  a  tear  for  the 
'  memory  of  Zu  a! — we  were  attacked 
4  by  a   band   of  robbers.    My  guide 
'  was  Zaral    in  her  fright  (he  threw  off 
c  her  made,  and  cried,  "  Zara!"     Love, 
4  rage,    fear  and   vengeance,   gave    me 
'  fupernatural   ftrength:     three  of    the 
4  villains  fell    by  my   fibre;  a  fourth 
«  difarmcd  me;  and  the  relief  the  gang 
4  carried  off  Zara.' 

At  this  crilis  of  his  ftory,  the  fpirits 
of  the  aged  hermit  were  exhaulK-d  by 
their  own  violence;  and  it  was  fome 
time  before  he  could  proceed. 

4  You    have    now,'     continued    he, 

*  heard  the  completion  of  my  niistor- 
'  tunes.     When  I  was  recovered  of  the 
'  wounds  I  had  received,  I  fpent  fome 
'  months  in  a  fruitlefs  fearch  of  Zara: 
«  at  lalt,  dcfpairing  to  gain  any   intcl- 
f  ligeuce  of  her,  I  tratiluiiued  an  ac- 


'  count  of  the  affair  to  her  father;  not 

4   without  IIOJK-,   that  his  power,    or  Ins 

!th,  might  be  a  means  of  finding 

1  her  out,  -lii.g   her:    but   i 

c  mor- 

'  tin  ir,   that  the  unnaiui.il 

4  width  exulted  in  our  n:i--foi tunes, 
4  and  uttered  the  rru,lt  dieadful  imprc- 
4  cations  on  his  only  child. 

'  Deprived    of   ho  >c,     anj    dcjfflcJ 

*  witii  melancholy,    I   could  no  longer 
4   bear  the  focic-ly  of  in .inkmd:   I  theie- 

'   fora   betook   myfelf  to   thcie  folitary 
4   mountains,  where  this  cell    h.- 
4   my   habiiation  for  years,   that    have 
4   p.lf'jd   away  in  iinviiied  forro'.v;   and 
1  where  you  are  the  firlt  of  human  be- 
4  ings  that  have  heard  me  tell  my  tale.* 

CHAP.     VIL 

SOLYMAN  expatiated  on  the  fuf. 
feiings  of  AI)H:u  with  the  moft  ten- 
nfibi.'ity,    anJ    invL.ighed   againft 
the    haleiiffs   of    in  inkmd  with   all  the 
rape  of  honelt  tefentment.     «  Surely,' 
faid  he  to  the  merchant,  '  man  is  me 
4   vilelt  of  all  creitnres!   in   propoiii,,n 

*  as  he  excels   them    in    it'ifon,    he  ex- 
4  cecils  them  in   the  ability  todomif- 
4  chief;   and  beinij  equally    cruei,    the 
4  milcnief   he  ilocs    renders    him   more 
4  dctettable.     Sirrel  Mithra!  why  doll 
4  thou  lend  thy  li^ht  to  the  villain  and 
4  the  tyrant?  Wire  it  not  fortheenjoy- 
'  ment  of  your  company,  my  friend,  I' 
4  mould   have   few  -inducements  to  go 

•vr  from  the  vallev'of  Irwan;  for 
'  pofTibly  to  fee  more  of  human  life,  is 
4  oniy  to  know  more  of  it's  crimes  and 
4  miferies.' 

4  From  the  complicated  dirlrefll-s  of 
'  one  perlbn,'  replied  the  merchant, 
4  you  draw  a  partial  image  of  the  life 
4  of  man.  But  the  d:iy  declines:  let 
4  us  halten  over  tlufe  mountains,  tint 
4  we  may  repofe  at  nitht  in  fome  vil- 
4  luge  of  the  valley.'  The  travellers 
took  leave  of  the  hermit;  and  about 
the  clofe  of  day  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Ardcn. 

At  their  entrance,  they  were  met  by 
a  perlbn  of  a  plain  drefs,  and  a  chear- 
tul  countenance,  who,  without  cere- 
mony, invited  them,  as  ti -.tv tilers,  to 
partake  of  his  houfe  znd  table  that 
night.  They  accepted  his  invitation; 
and  the  merchant,  addrelfing  himfelf 
to  Solyman,  (aid,  «  From  the  family 
C  a  v  of 
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N 

«  of  this  man,  you  fliall  not   only  be 

*  convinced,  that  there  is  both   M  ippi- 

*  ne/)>  and  virti-e   in   human  life;   hut 

*  you  (hall  fee  alfo,  how  much  the  for- 
«  mer  depends  upon  tne  latter.     I  have 
'  been  entertained   by   him,  in  travei- 
'  ling   this  way    before:     he   is    never 

*  more  happy  than  when  he  has  an  op- 
'  portunity  of  gratifying  his   benevo- 
'  lence.     His  inheritance   being  much 
'  ItfTened  by  the  loffes  of  his   father, 
f   who  was  a  merchant,  he  has  but  little 

*  wealth,   except  what   aiiiesfiom  the 

*  induftrious   cultivation    cf    a   farm, 
f  which  he  purchafed  ten  years  ago  with 
'  the  chief  part  of  his  fortune;  yet  he 

*  is  as  liberal  to  the  poor  and  the  ftran- 

*  ger,   as   if  he  had   large  poffeffions: 
'  his  known  hofpitality  and  generofity 
«  make  his  houfe  the  re  fort  of  the  tra- 
«  veller   and  the   indigent;   and,  after 
«  he   has   finifhed   the  labours  of  the 

*  day,  he  is    always  ready  to  entertain 
«  the  one,  and  relieve  the  other;  hence 

*  that   ferene    and    eafy    chearfulnefs 
f  which   you   fee   in  his  countenance. 

*  In  his  family  you  behold  the  influ- 

*  ence  of  a  good  example:   his  wife, 

*  whom  he  loves,  and  by  whom  he  is 
'  beloved  with  the  moft  cordial  iince- 
'  r'tv>  goes  hand    in  hand  with  him, 

*  not  only  through  their  mutual  cares, 

*  but  alfo  in  th»  exercifes  of  benevo- 
f  lence.     It  is  the  principle  of  her  ceco- 
'  nomy,  that  domeftick  frugality  is  the 
f  fupport  of  liberality;     and   (he   dif- 

*  penfes  her  own,  and   her  hufband's 
f   bounties,    with    that   propriety    and 

*  eafy  chearfulnefs,  which  double  their 
'  value  to  the  receiver.     The  children 
'  inherit  the  benevolence  of  their  pa- 
'  rants,   and   learn    the  exercife    of  it 
f  from  their  example.     Bye  and   bye 
'  they  will     croud    about    your    fofa, 
'  folicitous  to  ferve  you:  you  mail  fee 

*  them   preventing    your    wants,    and 
f  watching  your  requefts,   with  a  bufy 
f  emulation    which   /hall   do   you  the 

*  moit  Cervices.1 

Solyman  liitened  with  delight  to 
Jljs  defcription  of  the  villager's  fami- 
ly; and  halted,  with  the  mod  ardent 
curiofity,  to  behold  that  virtue  he  fo 
much  admired.  When  he  found  that 
every  thing  exceeded  the  merchant's 
account  and  his  own  expectation,  '  It 
«  is  enough,'  faid  he,  «  I  am  again  re- 

*  coaciled  to  my  own  fpecies.     Not- 
?  withftandinsc  the  impreflion  I  received 

*  fj-ojn  the  ftory  of  the  unfortunate 


'  Abbas,  virtue  has  yet  her  temple! 
*  among  inen;  but,  furely,  (lie  is  a- 
'  villager,  and  her  votaries  are  the  in - 
'  habitants  of  the  fields!'  Full  of 
thefe  thoughts,  and  delighted  with  the 
family  of  his  holt,  he  retired  to  his 
chamber,  and,  before  he  (lept,  compoled 
the  following  ode. 

THE   HAPPY    VILLAGER. 

VIRTUE  dwells  in  Arden's  vale: 
There  her  hallow'd  temples  rife; 
There  her  incenfe  greets  the  Ikies, 
Grateful  as  the  morning  gale! 

There,  with  humble  Peace,  and  her, 
Lives  the  happy  villager; 
There  the  golden  (miles  of  morn 
Brighter  every  field  adorn; 
There  the  lun's  declining  ray 
Fairer  paints  the  parting  day: 
There  the  wood) ark  louder  fingi, 
Zephyr  moves  on  fofter  wings, 
Groves  in  greener  honours  rile, 
Purer  azure  fpreads  the  fkies; 
There  the  fountains  clearer  flow, 
Flowers  in  brighter  beauty  blow; 
for,  with  Peace  and  Virtue,  there 
Lives  the  happy  villager! 

Diftant'ftill  from  Arden's  vale 
Are  the  woes  the  bad  bewail; 
Diftant  fell  remorfc,  and  pain, 
And  phrenzy  fmiling  o'er  her  chait}! 
Grief's  quick  pang,defpair's  dead  grc-n, 
Are  in  Arden's  vale  unknown: 
For,  with  Peace  and  Virtue,  there 
Lives  the  happy  villager! 

In  his  hofpitable  cell, 

Love,  and  Truth,  and  Freedom  dwell  j 

And,  with  afpect  mild  and  free, 

The  graceful  nymph,  Simplicity. 

Hail,  ye  liberal  graces,  hail! 

Natives  all  of  Arden's  vale: 

For,  with  Peace  and  Virtue,  there, 

Lives  the  happy  villager! 

CHAP.    VIII. 

WHEN  the  dawn  of  the  morning 
broke,  Solyman  and  the  mer- 
chant, with  the  moft  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  hofpitality  with  which 
they  had  been  entertained,  left  the  vil. 
lage  of  Arden,  followed  by  the  kind 
wi(hes  of  their  hoft,  and  his  amiable 
family.  They  travelled  for  Come  days 
through  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Perfia, 
without  any  remarkable  occurrence, 
or  any  other  entertainment,  than  fuch 
as  could  be  found  in  the  diverfity  of 
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d   the  different  labour*  of     « 

<imes  they  arm* fed   them-     ' 

.th  the  conteu  thofe     ' 

,  which  hill-ii-y   h.ul   inaikrd   out     ' 

as    th<?    (cents    ct  -nts;    and     « 

fomctimes  had  occafion  to  rtfl-ft  on  the     ' 

prrifhable  monuments  of  human  mag-     ' 

nificcnce. 

The  noble  plain  on  which  (toed  the     ' 
once  glorious  Perlepolis  afforded  them     ' 
nllible   matter   of  curiofny   and     ' 
.  i  this  plain  extending  about     ' 

nineteen  league*,   abounds  every  where 
with    villages,  and   is  watered   by   the 
gieat  livrr  Anxts.     Nature  has  been 
'I'tiieus  in  ihe  defence  of  it,   th:it 
fhe  has  laiftd  before  it  mountains,  that 
bear  all  ihe  appearance,  and  might  an- 
fwer  the  end  of  artificial  fortifications. 
From  hence  the  travellers  were  amufed 
with  the  ruinous  remains  cf  many  no- 
ble edifices,   that  had  once  adorned  the 
range  of  mountains:     but  when   they 
were  come  to  that  part  of  them  which 
covered  the  ancient  palace  of  Perfepolif, 
the  flupendous  ruin  (truck  them   with 
hlent  altonifnment.     Porticoes,  which 
'•od    the    zflaults    of   time 
rtiore  than  two  thoufand  years;  broken 
columns   or  different  lengths,  riling  at 
confiderable  diffar.ces  wiihin  the  limits 
of   the   lame    pile;   fculptured    portals 
thimigh    whofe    frowning    arches    the 
wintis  pafs  with  a  hollow  murmuring; 
numberlefs  figures  engraven  on  the  pt- 
lallres  of  thole  portals;  and  multitudes 
of  hieroglyphicks  on  the  different  parts 
of  the  fpacious  ruin;  gave  the  travellers 
a  mournful  and  magnificent  idea  of  the 
priltine  grandeur  of  this  edifice. 

The  merchant  ohferving  Solyman  to 
be  totally  abibrbed  in  thought,  would 
not  interrupt  the  melancholy  pleafure 
of  his  conu-mplations;  hut  xvaited,  in 
(Hence,  till,  with  an  air  of  unaffected 
concern,  he  thus  exprefled  his  fenti- 
ments  on  Perlepolis. 

«  I  am  at  a  lols,  my  friend,  in  the 
midft  of  thele  magnificent  ruins,  whe- 
ther I  fliouhi  think  more  highly  or 
more  meanly  of  mankind.  Pride 
railed  this  lofiy  edifice,  and  pride 
deltroyed  it.  The  vanity  of  a  Cyrus, 
a  Danus,  or  a  Xerxes,  adorn' -d  thofe 
fiijcrb  column*;  and  the  vanity  of 
an  Alexander  defaced  them.  Thefe 
domes  were  not  feared  Iblely  for  re- 
gal magnificence  and  lecurity;  but 
/  to  aid  the  appetites  of  poverty  and 


luxury,  and  to  fecrete  the  royal  plea- 
fures  from  thofe  that  toiled  to  gra- 
tify them.  Thus,  as  this  noble  Iti  oc- 
ture  was  poffibly  raifed  not  only  for 
vanity  but  for  riotj  Co,  probably,  bj 
vanity,  inflamed  by  riot,  it  fell:  pro- 
bably at  the  requeft  of  a  fmilin^  har- 
bt,  the  towers  <  !is  blazed 

for  her  Hrvsrfion;  probably,  becaufe 
the  conqueror  had  taken  too  large  a 
lit    cf  wine,    this   palace,     the 
glory   of   e:iftiin    ?.rt,      funk    to   the 
ground:  a  (hiking  inflaneeof  the  va- 
:   nity  of  human    lahouis,  and  the  de- 
1  praviry    of    lium.tn   nature!     On   the 
1  other  hand,  while  I  conliderthe  work 
1  of  the  artilt;   while   I    am    delighted 
1  with   the   fymmetry   and   proportion, 
'   wlrch   is   yet   to   be    traced    through 
'  thele  maimed  ruins,   and  (truck  with 
1  the  bold  relief  of  the  ancient  Perfian 
'  architecture;     I    forget    the   motives 
'  both    of  the  ereftion  an  I  demolition 

*  of   Peifepolis;    and  admire   the     in- 

*  dultry   and    ingenuity    of   man,  that 
«  gave  (uch  grace  and  beauty   to  theft 
'  nr;!ly  Itru6tures.' 

•  Your  fentiments,*  faid  the  mer- 
chant, '  are  much  the  fame  with  my 
'  own:  but  give  me  lea\e  now  to  con- 
'  duct  jou  to  a  mountain,  about  tw6 
'  leagues  diliant  fiom  theft  ruins,  and 
«  f'tuatcd  between  two  of  the  moft 
€  beautiful  plains  in  the  world.  This 
'  mountain  confifls  of  one  entire  rock, 
'  capable  of  the  moft  exquifite  poliflij 

*  it  is  reduced  to  form  by  art,  and  it's 
4  fides    are    perpendicular;    ll>  that,  at 
'  a  diilance,   it  has  the  appearance  of  a 
'  wall.     Upon    this    rock    are   feveral 

*  pieces  of  bafs  relief,  exquifitely  per- 
'  formed;   in   one  of  which   is  reprc- 

*  feuted  a  combat  between  the  King  of 
'  Perfia  and  the  King  of  the  Indies: 
«  the  latttr  of  whom,  according  to  the 
'  tradition  of  the   times,  was   fubdu- 

*  ed.     There  are,  befldes,  many  other 
'  figures,  of  which,  though  you  may 
c  net  difcon-r  the  defign,  you   will  be 

*  pleafed  with  the  execution.' 
Solyman  proceeded  with  his  frient! 

to  the  mountain,  much  delighted,  as 
well  with  the  extraordinary  appearance 
oftlierock,  as  the  uncommon  beauty 
of  the  plains  that  were  Ipieul  on  either 
hand  bent-.:?'),  iiv.ctfperfed  with  viib.s 
fiiacled  by  tiees,  exienfive  meadows, 
and  palturtr,  till  -1  with  flocks.  Whui 
they  had  gratified  i!icir  curit  litv,  and 
indulged 
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indulged  their  fpcculations,  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  journey,  and  in  a  fliort 
time  arrived  at  the  Gulph  of  Baffora. 

The  merchant,  having  here  found 
the  verTjl  he  expected,  told  Solyman, 
that  if  his  inclination  led  him  to  Euj 
rope,  he  could  accommodate  iurii  wuh 
a  convenient  paflage;  informing  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  his  own  affairs 
would  detain  him  forne  years  longer  in 
Ptrfia.  Solyman,  whofe  heart  was 
firmly  rittached  to  the  merchant,  long 
Jieiitated  between  friendship  and  curio- 
Ctj  t  however,  as  he  muft  have  parted 
with  him  had  he  continued  his  travels 
in  Aha,  and  was  not  totally  without 
hopes  of  feeing  him  in  what  he  called 
the  new  world,  he  determined  to  ac- 
cept his  offer. 


CHAP.     IX. 

S  the  fhip  was  to  remain  forne  time 

in  the  gulph,  Solyiran  took   the 

opportunity  to  make  the  tour  of  India. 
In  his  way  he  vifited  the  Ifleof-  Ormus, 
than  which  no  part  -of  nature  wears  a 
more  difmal  appearance.  Excepting 
a  few  houfes,  which  make  the  capital 
of  the  place,  the  whole  looks  like  a 
heath  blafted  by  lightning,  or  burnt 
up  by  defign:  yet  here,  in  this  fcene 
of  drt-ary  delegation,  Solyman  had  the 
mortification  to  meet  with  an  exile  from 
the  city  of  Upahan. 

'  Surely/    laid    he    to  the  unhappy 
man,  '  you  muft  have  been  fo  unfor- 

*  tunate  as  to  commit  fome   enormous 

*  crime,  condemned  as  you  aie  to  this 
"*  miferable  abode?' 

'  Stranger,"    replied    the  exile,    f  I 

*  have  been  unfortunate,  but  not  un- 

*  ju(t.     .One  day,  being  at  the  Perfian 

*  ccuit,  I  told  a  gentleman  who  flood 

*  near  me,  in  a  low    whifper,  that  I 

*  thought    the   Sultana    Moratte    ex- 

*  tremely    beautiful.     This    was    my 
'  crime:    and  it  was  the  decree  of  im- 

*  perial  juftice,  that  for  this  I  mould 
f  wear 'out  the  remains  of  life  in  this 

*  dreary  folitude.' 

'  Heavens!'    fajd    Sc'yman,  . '  what 

*  madnefs    muft    pofTefs    mankind,    to 
'  lodge  unlimited  power  in  the  hands 
'  of  any  one  human  being!   When  the 
'  decrees  ot  jnftice  muft  be  iffued  by 
'  numbers    united,     there    are    many 
'  means  of  retraining  partial  or  illegal 
•,  fentencts:  felf-intereft,  revenge,  en- 


vy, and  every  other  caufe  of  per* 
verting  juftice,  would  then  operate 
feebly,  when  oppofed  by  publick 
fhame,  divided  Lnterelis,and  the  open 
apptaiance  ofequity.  But  what  corn 
fort  can  you  receive  from  uit-kfs 
declamation?  I  can  help  you  to  the 
means  cf  deliverance  from  this 
wretched  prifonj  ard  I  think  that 
you  aie  reftra-ined  by  no  principle  of 
duty  from  embracing  themj  for  it  is 
impoflible,  that  Divine  Power  mould 
enforce  obe  lience  to  the  decrees  of 
injuftice.  I  am  now  about  to  travel 
through  India:  at  my  return  I  will 
again  vifiit  Ormus  and  you;  and  if 
you  mail  be  inclined  to  exchange 
your  prilbn  for  the  fpacious  king- 
doms of  Europe,  I  will  procure  you 
a  paflage  thither.' 

The  exile  heard  thefe  words  with  in- 
conceivable tranfport:    he  threw  him- 
f'eif  at  the  feet  of  Solyman,  and  exprelTed 
his  delight  in    one    emphatical    word, 
crying    out,    '  Liberty,    liberty!'  The 
pleafure  of  the  traveller  was  fcarce  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  exile.     '    Surely,* 
faid    he   to   himfelf,    '  the  diffi  fion   of 
hr.ppinefs  is  the  highelt  blifs  that  the 
human    heart   is   capable     of!  I   feel 
more  delight  in  the  hope  of  defeating 
the   malice  of  injurious  power,  than 
in  any  thing  I  have  ever  met  with, 
either  befoie  or  lince  the  beginning 
of  my  travels,' 


CHAP.      X. 

SOLYMAN  now  left  Ormus,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  frontlet  s  of 
India.  Though  the  country  lies  nearly 
in  the  fame  climate  with  the  Ibuthern 
provinces  of  Perfta,  yet  the  afpeft  of  it 
is  different;  and  it  is  furnimed  with 
other  kinds  of  plants  and  animals,  as 
well  as  with  people  of  a  different  com- 
plexion, and  different  manners :  in- 
deed, ^natu re feems  to  have  made  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  different  nations  neceflary, 
by  Supplying  each  with  fome  peculiar 
conveniences. 

Solyman  pafTed  not  through  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Mogul's  empire,  without 
inftruflion  as  well  as  amufement.  He 
was  fkilled  in  the  natural  hiftory  of 
plants  and  animals;  and  he  found 
here  abundant  oppot  tunity  to  exerciie 
that  kind  of  knowledge.  He  was 
often  amufed  by  obferving,  how  nearly 

brutal 
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•IJHIII  lium;in  rea- 
m  t ho  ull  ..f   the 

'-it,    and  the  au.  A    of 

-on. 

•  il,  however,  in  comp:irifon,  wa$ 
the  pica  in  re    lie  i  n  tin-    na- 
tural  r.nities  of    India,    ti-  that  which 
the  excellent  administration  of   juitice 
in   the  i<:v<.T.il   province!  afforded  him. 

ol  th.it  cm  ied  to, 

c  ilculated  for  the  pre- 

jtf  and    property;    the 

appointed  to  ad- 

;-r  juliice  in  their  levcr.il  dif- 
tricts,  being  obliged  to  keep  perfons 
continually  employed  to  watch  the 
commerce,  and  attend  both 
to  jiuhiick  anci  private  tranfaclionsj  for 
the  iniquity  of  which  themfelves  were 
fco  be  accountable,  and  the  emperor 

•  Iways  be  appealed  to. 

But  when  he  came  to  Delhi,  the  ca- 
..•f  the  Mogul's  empire,  his  opi- 
iiii.n  of    thj  Indian  policy  was  much 
altered.     He  there  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  find  a  miniftry  of  wives,  and  a 
•court  c{'  concubines,  at  whofe  dilcre- 
tion  ihc  principal  ports  in  the  civil  and 
military    eflibliflimenti    were    ufuaily 
difpofed  of  j  and  he  who  was  molt  re- 
commended by  his  perfon  and  addrefs, 
was  lure  10  obtain  the  highelt  office    in 
the  legislature  or  the  army.     To  find 
tii.it  tiie  bands  of  mulick  at  court  con- 
filted  cnly  of  women,  gave  him  no  dif- 
gulh   «  There,'  faid  the  traveller,  'the 
lidi-s  are  in  their  proper  fphere.     Let 
them  cultivate  all  the  loft  and  en- 
gaging   graces;     let    them     employ 
themlclvi-s  in  the  embellifliments  of 
art  and  the  excuriions  of  fancy:  but 
let   them  not  interfere  in  the  impor- 
tant   concerns   of   government;   nor 
raife  thole   to  the  places  of  power, 
whofe    accomplishments    ate    luited 
only  to  their  tafte.' 
As  Solyman  was  difpleafed  with  the 
caballing  arts  of  the  Indian  ladies,  Co 
lie  was  mocked  at  their  inhuman  and 
unnatural    fnperflition.     With    horror' 
and  amazement  did  he  fometimes  be- 
hold a  woman,  in  the  bloom  of  life  and 
beauty,  rum  into    the    flames,    to  ac- 
iiy  the  manes  of  her  dead  l:ul- 
band:   and  if  nature  Shuddered    at   the 
thought  of  this   dreadful  facrifice,    or 
female  foftnefs  thrunk  into  ft  ir  or  ir- 
rdblution;  he  beheld  a  number  of  dia- 
bolical prierls,  with  execrable  fcreams 
and  faces  of  horror,  pyfhirg  forward 


the  poor   t; 

'urningpile.     •  Eternal  Milhr.i1" 

I'H  I  the  nfMiclcd  youth,  «  what  havock 

does    ftiptrftition    make    among  thy 

works!  when  once  that  fiend  enters 

I.um.in  hfai  r,   nature  and  reafon 

.!:  :•..  n    (.tit;    ils.-'i-    l.icrcd    lights 

are    wholly  extinguished;   truf 

humanity    are    iiatn;>led    upon;    and 

..ctelted  fury  ka<ls  her  inf.-. 
votams  though  the  horrors  of  diiit-* 
,  into  tlu  arms  oi \katli!* 


CHAP.     Xf. 

SOLYMAN  was  the  more  affcfter! 
by  this  infernal  currom.as  he  fcar- 
td  it  might  one  day  lie  the  fate  of  a 
lady,  with  whom  he  had  contracted  an 
intimate  friend  (hip,  and  for  whom  he 
had  the  moft  tender  regard.  This 
amiable  perfon  was  a  native  of  Delhi, 
and  her  name  Almena.  As  the  houlc3 
in  which  they  lodged  were, cpntiguous, 
me  firlt  drew  his  attention  by  her  mu- 
fick,  which  w^s  IUT  favourite  emplcy- 
ment,  and  in  which  ilie  was  greatly 
ficilled.  Solyman  had  a  tallefor  all  the 
fine  arts;  and  after  the  enquiries  and 
obfervations  of  the  day,  he  felt  an 
ineligible  pleafure,  in  liftening,  from 
his  portico,  to  the  evening  mufick  of 
Almena.  His  heart  (aon  became  pre- 
judiced in  f .iv our  of  a  lady,  who  had 
afforded  him  fo  rnnc!>  entertainment} 
and  he  wiflud  for  nothing  more  than  aa 
opportunity  of  exprefijng  his  gratitude. 
It  was  ufual  for  Almena  to  take  a 
morning  walk  in  the  i'uburbs  of  Delhi. 
Solyman  oblerved  this;  and  introduceii 
himlclf  to  her  converlation,  by  paying 
his  acknowledgments.  There  is  fame 
fecret  attraction  in  congenial  nar'  , 
which  draws  them  toottiicr,  without  the 
forms  of  a  long  acquaintance.  Soly- 
man was  foon  convinced,  that  1; 
covered,  in  Almena,  a  difpo(;tior.  per- 
fectly fuited  to  liis  own:  her  converia- 
tion  w;is  the  picture  of  a  mind  enlarged 
by  virtue,  and  enlightened  by  learn- 
ing: me  had  none  of  the  trifling  follies 
or  the  inligniflcHiu  l-.v.ty  of  her  f«x; 
yx-t  her  manner  was  anim.i'cd  and  chear. 
ful:  (he  had  no  ebullitions  of  giddy 
wit;  but  her  language  was  the  clear 
an  1  natural  im;ige  of  poiifliod  fccle, 
and  unafFefled  knowledge.  Solyman 
k-ft  no  means  unattcmpted  to  cultivate 
a  fnuK.'ibip  that  pruimud  io  much  fe- 

licitv. 
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licitjr.     He  conftantly  attended  Almena 
in  her  morning   walk;    and,  at  every 
interview,  entertained  feme  new  fenti- 
ments  in  her  favour.     Her  heart  was 
not    lefs    benevolent    than     his    own; 
You  have  feen,    my  friend,'  faid  (he, 
almoft  every  thing  in  Delhi,  that  is 
worth   the  attention   of   a    rtranger: 
but  I  fuppofe   you    do  not  make  it 
ycur  bufinefs,  as  a  traveller,  merely 
to  attend  to  what    is  uncommon  or 
magnificent;    not   merely  to  explore 
the  different  operations  of  nature,  and 
manners  of  men.     Travel  mull  afford 
you    many    opportunities    to    relieve 
the  indigent,  to  comfort  the  afflicted, 
to  inform  the  ignorant,  or  refcue  the 
opprefled.     Within    the    compafs  of 
my  morning  walk,  there  is  a  village, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  I  call  my 
people;    they  are  all  poor:    to  thole 
that  are  able    to    labour,    I  propofe 
rewards  for  the  greateft  indtiftiy;  and 
thofe  who  are  incapacitated  by  age  or 
ficknefs,  I  take  under  my  own  pro- 
tection.1 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  much  So- 
lyman  would  be  delighted  with  this 
account  of  Almena.  When  he  found 
that  to  all  the  elegant  graces  of  female 
foftnefs,  (lie  added  the  virtues  of  bene- 
volence, his  friendfhip  for  her  wss 
heightened  into  the  molt  refined  affec- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  her  regard 
for  Solyman  increafed,  as  fiie  became 
acquainted  with  his  improved  under - 
ftanding,  and  generous  temper:  for 
virtue  loves  her  own  image,  wherever 
it  is  found. 


CHAP.     XIT. 

SOLYMAN  had  now  psflTed  many 
days  at  Delhi,  in  this  pleafing  in- 
tercourfe  of  friendfliip;  happy  to  affilt 
his  Almena  in  the  diffufion  of  happi- 
refs,  charmed  with  her  virtues,  and  de- 
lighted with  her  converfation.  The 
time,  however,  approached,  when  he 
was  to  think  of  his  expedition  into  Eu- 
rope: but  the  friend/hip  of  Almena, 
bound  to  his  heart  by  ftronger  ties  than 
that  which  he  had  before  con  trailed 
with  the  merchant,  overbalanced  at 
once  every  thought  of  his  voyage:  he 
had,  therefore,  determined  to  remain  at 
Delhi;  when  the  poor  exile  at  Ormus 
came  into  his  mind.  He  ftarted  at  the 
thought,  as  he  would  have  done  at  the 


ghoft  of  Ardavan.  _  '  Tis  done!'  faid 
he:  «  Adieu  to  Almenn;  adieu  to  the 
'  denr  delights  of  her  friendship,  if  they 
'  muft  be  purchafed  at  the  expence  of 
'  virtue!1 

There  is  no  precept  of  human  wif- 
dom  conceived  to  be  of  greater  ufe,  and 
therefore  none  more  frequently  urged, 
than  that  we  fhould  learn  to  avoid  the 
evils' of  life,  from  the  irregularities  and 
misfortunes  of  others;  y«?t,  important 
as  this  precept  may  be,  it  is,  Jike  mod 
others,  univerfally  neglected.  We  ob- 
ferve,  indeed,  the  events  of  life;  and 
enquire  into  their  caufes  with  infatiable 
curiofity;  but  we  feldomdraw  any  con-> 
clufions  for  the  direction  of  our  own 
conduct:  we  hear  or  read  only  for  a- 
muferr.ent;  and  the  ftory  pafTes  by, 
without  leaving  any  traces  of  inftruc- 
tion. 

Solyman,  who,  from  the  fir  ft  fetting 
out  on  his  travels,  had  received  the 
ftrongeft  convictions  of  the  diftreflei  of 
love,  without  the  leaft  caution  or  re- 
fiftance,  luffered'  that  pafiion  to  make 
it's  inroads  under  the  appearance  of 
friendfliip;  and  he  now  felt  nil  the  an- 
guifh,  which  he  had  before  been  a  wit- 
nefs  to  near  the  village  of  Abdat .  Not 
once,  however,  did  he  hefitate  between 
love  and  virtue:  the  torrent  of  his  grief 
for  the  lofs  of  Almena,  violent  as  it 
was,  could  not  bear  down  his  deter- 
mined integrity. 

With  a  heart  full  of  the  moft  piercing  • 
forrow,  he  went  to  take  leave  of  his 
beloved  friend:  he  refolved,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  explain  the  caufeof  his  depar- 
ture with  the  moft  ferene  indifference, 
determined  not  to  affect  his  Almena  by 
the  appearance  of  forrow ;  he  refolved— 
and  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet  in  fpeech- 
lefs  anguifh. 

Almeiia  beheld  his  grief  with  united 
forrow  and  forprize;  and,  with  tears 
that  flowed  from  pity  arid  friendfliip, 
entreated  him  to  difcover  the  caufe  of 
his  diftrefs.  '  It  is  in  vain,  Almena,' 
faid  he;  '  it  is  in  vain  any  longer  to 
«  hide  my  heart  from  you:  nor,  indeed, 
«  fhould  I  act  the  part  of  friendfhip,  to 
'  diffemble  it's  feelings.  I,  who  was 
'  yefterday  the  happieft  of  mankind  in 

*  the  enjoyment  of  your  converfation, 
'  am  now  the  moll  miferable.     By  the 

*  indifpeiifible  laws  of  honour  and  hu- 
'  manity,  I  am  called  from  Delhi:  but, 
'  alas!  by  the  love  of  Almena,  I  am 

*  induced  to  flay,     I  know,  rny  friend, 

«  there 
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*  there    ii    no    alternative:    but    that 
knowledge  is  my  milery.     I  go,  then, 
from   you    and  from  happinefs;  per- 
haps never  more  to  enjoy  cither:  but 
when  I  am  far  from   you,  it  will  be 

confoliition  to  believe  that  you 
will  rcmunhcr  the  love  and  the  truth 
of  Solyinan.* 

Almena,  as  well  as  the  emotions  of 
>er  heart  would  give  her  leave,  replied: 
Go,  my  friend}  go  where  your  virtue 
leails  you;  and  Providence  be  your 
guide!  Your  friendfhip,  while  I  have 
life,  (hall  not  be  forgotten:  no;  Al- 
mena (hull  always  refpeft  your  me- 
mory, and  love  you  with  the  fame  af- 
fecVion  as  (he  does  the  dearell  of  her 

*  friends.* 

A  flood  of  tears  followed  thefe  words; 
2nd  Solyman,  unable  any  longer  to 
behold  her  forrow,  precipitately  with- 
drew. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

DEPRIVED  of  that  ferenlty 
which  ever  waits  on  confcious  vir- 
tue, when  free  from  the  great  calami- 
ties of  life,  the  innocent,  the  once  happy 
Solyman,  was  now  become  the  child  of 
afHiftion.  HerepalTed  the  provinces  of 
India  in  deep  melancholy,  unaffe&ed 
by  every  thing  that  might  excite  cu- 
liofity  or  extrciie  Ipeculation.  But,  be- 
hold the  power  of  virtue!  and  be  con- 
vinced, whoever  thou  art  that  readell 
this  ftory,  thattheieis  nothing  equally 
capable  cf  alleviating  the  afflictions 
which  are  incident  to  human  life. 

When  he  arrived  at  Ormus,  and  be- 
hel^  the  joy   of  the  poor  exile  at   the 
light  of  his  deliverer,  he  felt  a  torrent 
or  pleafure   in  his    brealt,   overflowing 
all  the  oppofitions  that  giicf  had  railed 
againlt  it.     '  O  that  Almena,'  faid  he, 
were  prefent !  that  I  could  commu- 
nicate to  her  the  happinefs   I  feel  in 
refcuing  this   poor  Peifian  from  the 
oppreflicn  of  tyranny!    how    would 
her  gentle  heart  rejoice  and  indulge 
itfelt  with  Solyman,  in  the  delights 
of  benevolence!  Fate  has  been  fevere 
in  dividing  thole  whole    fouls   were 
made  for  each  other:   but  it  has  left 
me  this  happinefs,  and  I  enjoy  it.' 
Solyman   was  now  about  to  apply  to 
hi  s  friend  the  merchant,   who  was  (till 
upon  the  coaft,  to  procure  a  paflage  for 
the  exile,  but  he  cculd  not  relilt  the 


dcfire  of  writing  immediately  to  Al- 
mena; and  from  Ormus  he  lent  the 
following  letter. 


*   TO    ALMENA. 

«  oil  ALL  Solyman  be  pardoned,  if 
'  he  intrude  once  more  on  the  quiet 
of  Almena?  Deareft,  bed  of  women, 
I  come  not  to  wound  thy  gentle  heart 
with  my  complaints:  you  (hall  not  be 
told  what  I  have  fuffered  fince  my 
departure:  no,  Almena!  you  (hall 
only  know  what  I  have  enjoyed.  The 
poor  exile  whom  I  mentioned  to  you 
at  Delhi,  is  (till  in  Ormus.  When 
he  perceived  me  from  the  rocks  on 
which  he  ufed  to  wander  daily  to 
watch  my  coming,  he  flew  towards 
me  in  an  extafy  of  joy,  crying  out, 
'  Liberty!  my  deliverer!  Liberty  I" 
Here  was  a  fcene,  my  friend,  that 
might  have  overbalanced  every  thing 
but  the  lofs  of  your  company.  For 
that,  Almena— forgive  me— for  that 
I  muft  yet  flied  a  tear.  Adieu! 

«  SOLYMAN.' 


CHAP.   XIV. 

AF  T  E  R  the  difmiflion  of  this  let- 
ter, he  went  immediately  to  vifit 
the  merchant,  who  received  him  with 

the  warmed  expreffions  of  friendmip. 
Welcome,'  faid  he,  '  my  valuable 
friend!  whofe  uncommon  virtues 
have  made  you  devote  the  pleafurable 
feafon  of  life  to  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge,  and  the  distribution  of 
happinefs.' 
'  For  the  latter  of  thefe  pttrpofes,* 

aid  Solyman,  '  I  now  wait  upon  you. 
In  the  Ifle  of  Ormus  is  an  unhappy 
Perfian,  whom  the  capricious  cruelty 
of  his  prince  has  condemned  to  per- 
petual exile  in  that  difmal  prii'on. 
Were  he  a  criminal,  juliice  mould 
have  it's  courfc;  I  might  then  have 
beheld  him  with  pity,  but  ihould  not 
have  meditated  his  deliverance;  but 
he  is  innocent,  my  friend,  he  is  in- 
nocent, and  fuffers.  Cannot  you  a(fift 
me  to  eff?£l  his  efcape?  cannot  he  have 
that  paffage  to  Europe,  which  you 
obligingly  offered  me?' 
*  To  facilitate  the  efcape  of  an  exile, 

replied  .the  merchant,  «  were  as  much 

•  as  my  iuterdl  and  fafrty  are  worth  in 
D  «    Perfia, 
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Perfia.  I  mult  not  be  concerned  in 
it;  but  I  will  introduce  you  to  the 
captain  of  a  (hip,  and  engage  him  to 
ferve  you  in  eveiy  thing  you  (hall  de- 
fire:  after  which,  if  you  can  take 
the  exile  along  with  you  in  dif- 
guife,  or  by  any  other  means,  as  your 
friend  or  attendant,  perhaps  he  may 
efcape  without  much  difficulty  or 
danger.  I  have  difpatched  my  bufi- 
nefs  on  the  coaft,  and  am  obliged  to 
return  to  Ifpahan:  let  us  now  there- 
fore, if  you  pleafe,  wait  upon  the 
captain.' 

Solyman,  as  he  had  b^en  in  hopes  of 
procuring  the  exile  a  paflage  without 
going  hitnfelf  into  Europe,  from  which 
the  friendfhip  of  Almena  had  weaned 
his  inclinations,  was  fomewhat  em- 
barrafled  by  this  account.  However, 
as  he  was  determined  at  all  events  to 
deliver  the  poor  Perfian,  he  went  im- 
mediately to  the  apartments  of  the  cap- 
tain, to  whom  the  merchant  recom- 
mended him  as  a  particular  friend, 
•who  wanted  to  make  the  tour  of  Eu- 
rope. The  captain  received  them  with 
the  freedom  and  chearfulnefs  peculiar 
to  his  ftation,  and  promifed  Solyman 
the  beft  accommodations  of  his  Ihip; 
but  told  him,  that  fhe  muft  remain 
there  a  few  months  before  (he  could 
get  out  of  the  gulph. 

Of  this  delay,  though  not  anfwerable 
to  his  impatient  wiuSes  for  the  delive- 
rance of  the  exile,  Solyman  refolved  to 
make  ufe,  in  vifiting  his  father  and  the 
valley  of  Irwan.  As  foon  therefore 
as  he  had  acquainted  the  exile  with 
what  he  had  to  hope,  and  advifed  him 
to  provide  lecretly  for  his  voyage,  and 
1m  lubfifteoce  in  a  diltant  country,  he 
failed  from  the  gulph  up  the  Euphrates, 
as  far  as  where  the  Tigris  empties  itfelf 
into  that  river,  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeded by  land  to  the  valley  of  Irwan. 


CHAP.     XV. 

THE  venerable  Anlavan  had  a- 
fcended  an  eminence  near  his 
houfe  to  enjoy  the  rmurits  of  the  luni- 
rner  evening,  and  to  offer  up  a  prayer 
to  the  departing  fun  fen-  Solyman,  when 
Solyman  appeared  before  him. 

What  language  can  paint  the  emo- 
tions of  paternal  affeftion !  The  feeble 


remains  of  aged  life  twice  fainted  be« 
neath  the  weight  of  joy.  At  length 
recovering,  he  cried,  '  It  is  enough* 
•  Solyman  lives;  Heaven  has  regard- 
'  ed  the  virtues  of  my  Ton,  and  reltored 
'  him  to  the  arms  of  Ardavan.' 

Solyman  was  not  lefs  affected  by  this 
meetingj  nor  lefs  delighted  to  find  his 
aged  parent  (till  enjoying  health  and 
reafon  in  the  decline  of  life.  But  his 
happinefs  was  allayed  with  anxiety. 
He  vifited  the  favourite  fcenes  of  his 
native  valley  in  hopes  of  finding  that 
delight,  which  he  thought  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  idea  of  them;  but  his 
imagination  was  ftill  at  Delhi.  As 
love  and  melancholy  are  of  the  fifter- 
hood  of  poetry,  he  had  not  been  long 
in  the  valley  before  he  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing lines. 


TO  ALMENA,  FROM  THE  BANKS  Of 
THE  IRWAN. 

WHERE    trembling   poplars    fliade 
their  parent  vale, 

And  tune  to  melody  the  mountain  gale; 
Where  Irwan  murmurs  mufically  flow, 
And  breathing    breezes    through    his   olkra 

blow; 

Friend  of  my  heart,  behold  thy  poet  laid 
Jn  the  dear  filence  of  his  native  fliade! 
Ye  facred  vales,  where  oft  the  mufe,  unfeen, 
Led  my  light  fteps   along    the  moon-light 

green; 
Ye  fcenes,  where  peace  and  fancy  held  their 

reign, 

Foe  ever  lov'd;  and  once  enjoy'd  again! 
Ah !  where  is,  now,  that  namelels  blifs  re- 

fin'd; 
That  tranquil  hour,  that  vacancy  of  mind* 

As   fweet,  the  wild  rofe    bares   it's  balmy 

breaft; 
As  foon  the  breeze  with  murmurs  toother 

to  reft; 

As  fmooth,  the  ftream  of  filver  Irwan  flows; 
As  fair,  each  flower  along  his  border  blows: 
Yet  dwells  not  here  that  namelefs  biifs  re- 

fin'd 

That  tranquil  hour,  that  vacancy  of  mind. 
Js  it  that  knowledge  is  allied  to  woe; 
And  are  we  happy,  only  ere  we  know? 
Is  it  that  hope  witholds  her  golden  ray, 
That  fanoy's  fairy  vifions  fade  away? 
Or  can  I,  diftant  far  from  all  that's  dear^ 
Be  happy  only  when  Almena's  near? 
That  truth,  the  feelings  of  my  heart  difdofe: 
Too  dear  the  fricndihip  for  the  friend's  re- 

pofe. 

Thus 
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monrn'd  the  mufc,  when,    thro*  his 

wild, 
The  hill-.iom  liwan  raii'd  his  head,    and 

•  Child  of    my  hopes,'     he  fondly    cried, 

'  Nor  let  thy  Irwan  witnefs  thy  defpalr. 

i.ideed  forfookmy  flow'ry  (here? 
«  Shall   fame   and   hope,   and  fancy  charm 
1   n  >  morr? 

•  Tho*  fame  and  h'>pe  in  kindred  air  depart, 
«  Yet   f~.,ncy   (hll  fliould   hold  thee  to  her 

4  heart: 
'  For,  at  thy  birth,  th?  village  hind  has  fcen 

•  Her  light  wings  waving  o'er  the  fhadowy 

4  green  j 

*  Witli  rofy  wreaths  flie  crown'd   the  new- 

4   born  hours, 

*  And  rival  fairies  fill'd  thy  bed  with  flow'  rs: 
1  In  vain — it"  grief  lhali  wade  thy  blooming 

4   years, 
4  And  life  diflblve  in  (  litude  and  tears!' 

Where  are  the  delights  of  the  valley 
of  Lwan.  where  the  Howery  variety  of 
it's  pa  It  ui  os.  Hinl  meadows,  it's  hills 
th  icl  LI  u'ually  to  meet  the  morning 
fun,  and  it's  gi  vf$  t'-i.it  /pread  their 
xclutle  the  heats  of  mid-day? 
i  in  tue  gloom  of  peufivefolitude, 
the  Ion  of  Aruavan  w.s  now  negliguH 
of  their,  -md  </f  all  th.it  once  deliglucil 
or  amtiled  him.  In  v.iin  did  his  f  tuer 
tlelix-  u  lei.iiion  of  his  travels;  and  in 
v:\ir.  Jid  lie  begin  it;  when  he  attempted 
to  fpe:tk  of  Peiiepol'*,  he  gave  a  de- 
fiiiption  <>t  Delhi;  when  Vie  was 
af:ei  ionic  other  place,  he  mer 
the  vi'lac,e  of  Almen; :  inlfv'of  de- 
fcribin^  tnc  p  -pie  of  Ir.dia,  he  de- 
fciibed  the  p<r:fcn  of  Almenaj  and 
when  an  account  of  their  manners  was 
requelted,  '  Ho  manners,'  he  replied, 
'  are  fuch  >.s  the  immortal  Mitlua 

*  looks  down  upon  with  delight.' 


CHAP.     XVI. 

AR  D  A  V  A  N  was  now  no  longer 
at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  gloomy 
i  neon  latency  of  his  Ion's  behaviour: 
but  willing  to  be  (till  more  convinced 
of  what  he  fufpecled  to  be  ihe  caufe, 
he  applied  to  his  paflions  the  (lory  of 
thofe  loveis  whom  he  had  recommended 
to  his  care.  At  the  mention  of  the 
lovers,  Solyman  was  rouztd  from  his 
melancholy  negligence,  into  the  morl 
eager  attention.  •  Tell  me,  my  father,' 
faid  the  impatient  youth;  '  tell  me,  I 
'  entreat  you,  the  fate  of  the  loven?' 


'  I  thank  you,'  replied  the  fage,  '  for 
putting  it  in  my  power  to  affilt  the 
unfortunate.  From  yourcomp&flign 
for  the  fufferings  of  thtfe  lover*,  and 
your  attempt  to  alleviate  them,  you 
will  feel  more  fenfibly  the  power  of 
the  fame  confolation,  when  your  own 
he:irt  becomes  a  prey  to  the  diftrefTct 
of  love.' 

Solyman  difcovered,  by  his  emotions, 
the  effect  which  this  fhort  pieface  had 
upon  hiin. 

'  YON  know,"  continued  Ardavin, 
1  a  final!  building  which  I  eiecled  Tome 
'  years  ago  for  a  retreat  in  the  luminer 
'  months:  you  remember,  it's  fituntion, 
4  in  the  depth  of  a  fpacious  wood; 
4  which  is  only  acceffible  by  one  nar- 
4  rowp:)fTage,  to  which  I  have  provided 
'  a  door,  lo  befet  with  evergreens,  that 
4  it  is  impoflihle  for  the  molt  curious 
4  eye  to  perceive  it:  the  canal  of  run- 
4  ning  water  in  the  middle  of  the 
'  wood,  and  the  beautiful  grafs-plat 
4  I  luv-e  extended,  fmce  you  left  me, 
'  to  the  lummtr  houfe.  To  this  place 
4  I  conducted  the  lovers  as  Coon  as  I 
4  had  heard  their  ftoty.  There  they 
4  continued  for  fbme  time,  attended 
4  by  one  of  my  faithful  domefticks,  who 
4  fupplied  them  with  every  neceffary; 
4  and  they  were  vifited  almoft  every 
'  d.iy  by  myfelf.  O,  my  fon,  howex- 
4  quifue  was  the  delight,  to  behold  the 
4  happinefs  of  this  innocent  pair,  and 
'  at  the  fame  time  to  confider  myfelf 
4  as  in  feme  mcafure  contributing  to 
4  it!  Surely,  this  was  to  partake  of  the 
4  pleafure  of  the  Deity,  which  we  be- 
4  lieve  to  coniift  in  his  univedai  pow- 
4  er  of  removing  evil  and  dilpcnfmg 
4  good ! 

*  After  fome  time  I  was  informed, 
4  that  the  Khan  of  Bukharia,  who  had 
4  purchased  the  maiden  of  her  father, 
4  was  depofcd  arid  baniflied  by  the 
4  Sophi.  This  gave  us  new  hopes; 
'  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  youth 
4  mould  return  to  Abdat,  to  Itarn  the 
4  difpofuion  of  the  unnatural  parent. 
4  He  accordingly  went;  and  told  hiin, 
'  that  he  would  endeavour  to  find  his 
4  daughter,  upon  condition  he  would 
4  con  lent  to  their  marriage.  The 
4  wretch,  though  he  was  no  Itrangcr 
1  to  their  mutual  paffSon,  infilled,  that 
4  no  man  mould  ever  have  his  daughter 
4  who  would  not  pay  the  fome  price 
4  for  her  which  the  Khan  of  Bukharia 
'  had  often d. 

Da  «  As 
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*  As  this  price  far  exceeded  the  abi- 
. «  lity  of  the  lover,  he  returned  to  Irwan, 

*  fallen    from    thofe   pleafing    hopes, 
'  which    he   had  fo   lately  formed,  of 

*  enjoying  a.t  once  his  love  and  his  l,i- 
'  berty.     The  father,   convinced  that 

*  his  daughter  was  in  the  pofTeflion  of 
'  the  young  man,  and  not  now  with- 
'  cut.  hopes  of  recovering  her,  and  o.f- 

*  fering    her  again  to  fale,  hired  a  fet 

*  of  ruffians  to  watch  his  return,  and 
'  to  extort   from  him   a  confeflion  of 
'  the  place  where  (he.  was  fecreted.    Of 

*  this  defign,  however,  he  was  timely 
f  apprized  hy  an  honeft  villager  of  Ab- 

*  dat,  to  whom  one  of  the  ruffians  had 
'  communicated  their  bufinefs;  and  he 
«  came   off   in  difguife,    and  efcaped 
'  their  notice. 

*  About  two  months  after,   it  was 

*  reported  that  the  father  had  died  of 

*  vexation   for  the  difappointment  of 

*  his    avaricious    views:    I,    therefore, 
'  difpatched  a  feryant  to  enquire  into 

*  the  truth  of  this  report;   and  finding 

*  it  confirmed,  conducted  the  lovers  to 

*  Abdat  without  farther  apprehenfion. 

*  The  maiden,  who  was  an  only  child, 

*  inherited  her  father's  fortune,  which 
'  was  very  confiderable:   but  as  great 

*  part  of  it  had  beeen  amnfled  by  op - 
'  preflion,  (he  made  reftitution  to  thofe 
'  whom  his  avarice  "had  injured,   and 
'  fhe  now  enjoys  the  remainder  with 

*  happinefs  and  her  lover.' 

'  What  you  tell  me,*  faid  Solyman, 
'  gives  me  inexpreffible  fatisfaclion: 
'  for  the  lovers  are  poffelTed  of  emi- 
'  nent  virtue;  and  to  be  inftrumental 
'  to  the  happinefs  of  virtuous  loveis, 
'.  is  the  moft  delightful  tafk  within 
'  the  province  of  benevolence.  Indeed 
'  thofe  hearts  only  that  are  generous 
'  and  noble,  can  be  capable  of  the 

*  tender    fenfibility    of  love:    for  the 

*  bread  which  harbours  malignity  and 

*  envy,can  never  feel  the  fympathetick 

*  tendernefs,  which  is  the  very  efTcr.ce 

*  of  that  gentle  palTion.' 

4  Your" obfervaticn,'  replied  the  fage, 
'  may  be  very  jufi.;  and  it  is,  there- 

*  fore,     the  more   necefT,iry   for   thofe 

*  to  whom  nature  and  the  principles  of 

*  a  virtuous  education  have  given  the 

*  bleding  of  an  open   heart,   to  guard 
'  againft  the  inroads  of  that  paffion-.  if 

*  there  is  no  probability  of  an  uninter- 
«  rupted  enjoyment  of  it's  objeft,  they 
'  Oiould  look  upon    it's  advances,  as 
'  of  an  evil  that  will  deitroy  their  peace, 


The  pleafures  of  real  love  are,  per- 
haps, the  moft  refined,  the  moft  de- 
licate and  fcnfible,  of  any  that  we 
are  capable  of  enjoying:  but,  believe 
me,  thofe  are  fortunate  lovers,  who 
are  indemnified,  by  thefe,  for  the 
many  uneafy  hours,  the  reftlefs  anxi- 
eties, and  the  painful  apprehenfions 
they  undergo.* 

In  thefe  general  terms  did  Ardavan 
deliver  his  ihltruclions  to  his  fon,  wh,o 
received  them  with  a  filent  conviclion 
of  their  truth  and  propriety;  and  im- 
mediately after  this,  conversation,  re- 
tired to  offer  up  the  following  prayer  to 
the  fun  for  Almena. 

'  Incomparable,  and  Everlaftingl 
whole  univerfal  eye  fees  nothing 
fairer,  nothing  more  virtuous,  than 
Almena;  O  let  that  eye  look  upon, 
her  with  the  vigilance  of  a  parent. 
She  molt  refembles  thee  in  the  con- 
tinual exercife  of  beneficence;  cherifti, 
therefore,  thofe  virtues,  that  are  con- 
genial with  thy  own;  and  let  the  deat 
poflerTor,  through  thy  benignant  in- 
fluence, enjoy  the  conltsnt  bleffings 
of  health  and  chearfulnefs:  but  i£ 
fome  portion  of  forrow  be  the  birth- 
right of  every  human  being,  immor- 
tal Mithra!  may  Almena  only  fighs 
for  the  abfence  of  her  friend!1 


CHAP.     XVJI. 

~f  N  fuch  exercifes  did  Solyrrjan  em- 
JL  ploy  his  retired  hours,  till  the  time 
approached  for  his  retinn  to  Ormus. 
As  lie  was  determined,  if  poflible,  to 
avoid  going  into  Europe,  he  made  no. 
mention  of  that  circurrtftance  to  his  fa- 
ther: his  engagements  to  the  exile  were 
a  fufficient  leaibn  fcr  his  departure; 
and,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  ariived  at  the 
gulph,  and  waited  upon  the  Englifn 
captain,  who  was  preparing  for  his 
voyage.  Solyman  informed  him,  that 
upon  fome  intercfting  occafioirhe  was 
obliged  to  relinquifti  his  defign  of  vi- 
fiting  Europe;  hut  that  he  would  re- 
commend a  Perfian  lady  to  his  care, 
who  was  bound  for  Englandi  and  he 
begged  that  fhe  might  enjoy  all  the  re- 
tiieinent  her  fituation  couid  afford.  As 
no  objection  was  made  to  this  propofal, 
he  privately  purchaled  the  habit  of  a 
Perfian  lady,  which  he  concealed  fome 
days  on  the  coaft  of  Ormusj  and,  un- 
der favour  of  the  night,  he  found  no, 
difficult); 
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Difficulty  to  procure  a  boat  to  the  Eng- 
Jifli  vcflcl.  In  a  few  hour*  they  got 
under  fail}  and  having  received  re- 
|>eated  aflurances  of  the  captain';  care, 
and  engaged  the  good  offices  of  his 
crew  by  a  lundlbme  gratuity,  he  pro- 
cured a  paflage  by  lea  to  the  coalt  of 
India. 

The  ftate  of  his  heart  was  now  very 
different  from  what  it  had  been  a  few 
days  before:  he  had  difcharged  his  en- 
gagements to  the  exile,  with  nil  the 
luccefs  that  he  could  w.ih;  ,tnd  his 
face  was  now  fet  towards  Delhi.  On 
lie  travelled  with  'he  eager  pace  of  a 
Jover,  and  ir.  i  few  days  reached  the 
capital  of  the  Mogul's  er.ipire. 

The  evening  he  arrived,  he  flew  to 
the  houfeof  Almena,  who  received  him 
with  emotions  of  tendernefs  which  (he 
was  fcarcely  able  to  conceal.  When 
the  firit  falutations  were  p;i(Ted,  (he 
alki'd  him  how  he  had  difpofed  of  the 
exile,  and  why  he  did  not  accompany 
him  to  Europe  as  he  had  propofed.  He 
informed  her  by  what  means  he  had 
procured  the  exile's  efcape;  addinjr, 
that  from  the  letters  he  had  written,  if 
(he  had  received  them,  (he  might  at 
once  fee  the  reafon  both  of  his  rejeft- 
jng  the  European  voyage,  and  his  re- 
turn to  Delhi. 

'  What  would  it  availed  me,'  faid 
he,  '  to  have  vilited  the  diftant  regions 
'  of  the  univerfel  What  pleafure  or 

*  amufement  could  I  have  expeclecl  to 

*  find  in  Europe,  when  all  my    heart 
'  holds  dear  was  ftill  in  Afia?   Believe 
'  me,  this  place  is  now  more  than  the 
f  whole  world  to  me;  and  the  iriend- 
'  (hip  of  Almena  is  the  only  pleafure 
'  J  can  enjoy.' 

'  I  have  received  your  letters,'  faid 
(liej  '  arid  if  they  (peak  the  language 
11  of  your  heart,  I  am  no  ftranger  to 
'  it'?  feelings.  To  deal  ingeriuoufly 
'  with  you,  I  run  fenfibleof  your  merit, 

*  and  admite  your  virtues:  and  were  1 
'  not  more  happy  in  my  prefent  condi- 
f  tion,  than  I  could  hope  to  be  in  any 
f  other;    I  know   not  the  man,    with 
«  whom  I  would  rather  divide  the  en- 
'  joymentsof  life,  than  with  Solyman.' 

'  Is  it  poflible  then,'  laid  Solyman, 
'  that  you  can  think  the  condition  of 

*  celibacy  happier  than  that  of  mar- 

*  riage?     Undoubtedly,   the   principal 
«  happinels  of  mankind  depends  on  the 

*  intercom  ft 'of  fociety,  and  the  con- 
f  ne&ions  of  frirndfliip:   marriage  is 


'  nothing  elfe  but  a  ftate  of  friendfliip, 
'  in  which  the  friends,  by  uniting  their 
'  interefts,  have  a  conftant  and  unin- 
'  terruptcd  enjoyment  pf  each  other. 
4  Nature  aids  this  union,  and  reafon 
'  approves  it:  can  any  condition  bid 
'  fairer  for  happinels,  ihan  that  in 

*  which  the  mutual  delights  of  friend- 

*  Ihip  can  only  be  torn  tr.>m  us  by  the 

*  hand  of  death?' 

•  There  may  be  feme  truth,'  an- 
fwered  (he,  '  in  what  you  obfervej 

*  but  there  is  an  inconliancy  in  human 
'  nature,  that  makes  it  dangerous  even. 
'  for  two  friends  to  enter  into  any  con- 
«  neftion  that  cannot  be  broken}  and 
'  an  unaccountable  caprice,  that  makes 
'  us  quarrel  with  our   happintls,   be- 
'  caule  we  are  fuie  of  enjoying  it.' 

'  Were  we  deterred  from  every  pnr- 
'  fuit,'  faid  Solyman,  *  by  the  ap- 
'  preherfion  of  thofe  inconven.cnces 
'  which  the  foil-les  and  frailties  of 
'  our  nature  might  bring  upon  us,  we 
'  (hould  never  be  either  virtuous  or 

*  happy;  but  might  langu!(h  away  our 
'  lives  in  folitary  and   unfocial   indo- 
'  lence.     To  avoid  the  inconveniences 
'  of  human  inconltancy,  marriage  is, 
'  furely,    the    belt    inftitution    in    the 
'  world;  for  what  could  be  more  like- 
'  ly  to  fix  the  inccnftant,  than  the  ha- 
'  bitual    intercouife  of   kindnefs    and 
'  good    offices;    thr.n    that,  gratitude, 

*  which  is  due  to  the  long  exercife  of 
'  affeclionale    tenderne/s;     and     thofe 
'  dear  pledges,  which  muft  depend  for 
'  happinefs  and  i'uppoit  on  the  unani- 
«  mity  of  their  parents? 

'  There   is,  indeed,  an   infuperable 

*  objection    to  your  being  married  in 

*  India:  I  mean,  that  contempt,  or  the 
'  horrid  alternative  of  torture,  which 
'  is    entailed    on    the     unhappy   wo- 
c  man  who  furvives  her  hufband.     But 

*  that  objection   (liall  vanifti  immedi- 

*  ately,'    continued    the  lover   with  a 
look  of  pailionate  carneftnefs:  '  let  y» 
'  go,  my  friend,  let  us  go  to  love  and 
'  liappinefs  in    the    valley  of    Irxvan. 

*  That  place,  which   fo  lately  afforded 

*  a  retreat  to  the  lovers  whole  dittrelfes 
'  I  have  related  to  you,  (hail  then  be- 
'  come   eternally    lac  red  to    love  and 

*  friendmip:    that  place,   whofs    beau- 
'  tif  ul  fcencs  I  fo  lately  beheld  with  in- 
'  difference,    I    (hall    then    vifit  with 
'  rapture.     Extal'y  is  in  the   thought! 
1  to  enjoy,  with  Almena,  the  (hades  of 
'  Irwau }  with  her  to  walk,  in  my  na- 

*  live 


tive  fields;  with  her  to  fit  down  on 
the  banks   of  my  favourite   ftream ; 
for  her  to  pluck  the  flower,   whofe 
beauty  may  have  drawn  her    atten- 
tion:  to  lead  her  through  thofe  ro- 
mantick  feenes,  that  delighted  the  in- 
nocent enthufiafm  of  my  childhood; 
and   to  flitw    her    the    more  folitary 
retreats,  which  I  fought    when   her 
friend/hip  had  firft  taught  me  to  Hgh!' 
Thus  Solyman  poured  out  the   na- 
tural and  paffionate  fenfations  of  love; 
and  Almena,  whofe  heart  was  far  from 
being  indifferent  to  him,  eafily  caught 
the  enthufiafm.     *   To   your    honour, 
and  your  friendfhip,'    faid  (lie,    '   I 
can  truft  every  thing.     I  am  ready 
to  attend  you    to   thofe    feenes,    of 
which  you  have  gTven  rne  fo  lively  a 
defcription:    whether  they    may  an- 
fwer  it  or  not,  or  whatever  they  may 
be,    the  friend/hip  of   Solyman  will 
make  them  agreeable.' 
It  is  eafier  to  conceive  than  to  ex- 
prefs  the  joy  which  the  lover  felt  upon 
this  declaration.     Within  a  few  days 
they  Jet  forwards  from  Delhi,  on  their 
journey  to  the  valley  of  Irwanj    and 
for  the  greater  expedition,  and  the  lefs 
fatigue,  they  determined  to  go  by  fea, 
and  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  coaft, 
where  they  went  on  board    a  trading 
veffcl  bound  for  the  Perfian  gulph. 


CHAP.    XVIII. 

AT  that  time  there  was  war  between 
two  petty  princes  of  the  hither 
peninfula  of  India;  and  unfortunately, 
the  (hip  in  which  they  embarked  be- 
longed-to  one  of  thefe  powers.  They 
had  not  proceeded  above  five  leagues 
from  the  coaft,  when  they  were  pur- 
fued  by  the  foe.  After  an  obftinate 
and  bloody  engagement,  they  were 
boarded;  and  their  enemies,  when 
they  had  (tripped  the  veffel  of  every 
thing  valuable,  difmiffed  it. 

They'  difmiffed  the  veffel;  but  they 
took  Alnieiia.  What  heart  does  not 
bleed,  what  eye  does  not  (lied  a  tear, 
for  the  miferable  Solyman!  They  dif- 
miffed (he  veffel;  but  they  took  Al- 
mena! Prayers  and  tears,  and  agony 
and  anguifh,  were  vain.  The  lover 
fawhis  dear,  trembling,  fainting  maid, 
dragged  by  the  hands  of  the  unfeeling 
failors  into  their  own  (hip,  after  they 
had  bound  him  to  prevent  the  effects 


of  his  rage.     *  I  afk  not  for  your  mer« 
cy,'  cried  the  wretched  youth:   «  only 
take  me  into  your  veffel  along  with 
that  lady,  and  prepare  your  tortures^ 
your    racks,    and    wheels;    for    me 
prepare  them,    and  let  me  perifh  be- 
fore thefe  eyes  lofe  fight  of  Almena  !* 
While  Solyman  was  vainly  Uttering 
thefe  pitiable  exclamations,  the  enemy 
fteered  away,   and  was  in   a  (hort  tjme 
out  of  fight.     The  men  of  the  (hip  in 
which   he  was,   apprehenfive  of  fomc 
bad  confequences  from  the  violence  of 
his  rage,    were  prudent  enough   to  let 
him    continue   bound;    while  he    now 
loaded  them  with  the  reproachful  terms 
of  flaves  and  cowards,  and  now  excited 
them  by  promifes,    or  entreated  them 
by  prayers,   to  purfue  the  foe.     The 
(hip  having   loft  her  freight,    did  not 
proceed  on  her  intended    voyage,    but 
returned  to  the  coaft  of  India. 

When  they  arrived,  'Solyman  -was 
informed,  that  the  veffel  which  had 
taken  them  belonged  to  the  King  of 
Sundah,  who  at  that  time  was  at  war 
with  the  King  of  Kanara.  Upon  this 
information,  as  foon  as  he  had  receiv- 
ed intelligence  of  the  fituation  of  the 
kingdom  of  Sundah,  he  went  imme- 
diately in  queft  of  Almena.  Though 
alrnoft  worn  to  death  with  fatigue  and 
forrow,  he  travelled  night  and  day,  till 
he  reached  the  country.  But,  alas! 
when  he  was  there,  what  could  he  do! 
Stranger  as  he  was  to  the  people,  and 
in  a  great  meafure  to  their  language, 
he  had  as  much  to  hope  from  chance, 
as  from  application,  for  the  difcovery 
of  Almena. 

He  would  now  have  funk  under  the 
weight  of  his  misfortunes,  had  he  wot 
availed  himfelf  of  the  firft  advice  of 
Ardavan,  and  firmly  relied  on  the  E-. 
ternal  Providsrice.  '  Immortal  Mi- 
'  thrn!'  faid  the  afflicted  youth;  '  thou 
'  beholdell  me  oppreffed  with  mifery  j 
*  but  thy-  beams  (till  (hine  upon  me; 
'  and  while  1  enjoy  thy  light,  I  will 
'  hope  for  thy  favour!' 

Thus  comforting  himfelf,  he  ftill 
continued  his  (earth:  depending,  for 
the  rteceflary  lupports  of  nature,  on 
the  precarious  bounty  of  the  villages 
through  which  he  paffed';  frequently 
making  the  mountain  rocks  the  refuge 
of  his  night's  rcpofe,  when  nature,  ex- 
Imifted  with  toil  and  forrow,  in  her 
own  defence  inclined  him  to  deep .  He 
wandered  inceffkntly  from  town  to 

town, 


town,  and  from  province  to  province) 
•  xp.jlVd  to  the  attacks  of  lavage 
,  and  often  fuffering  the  infulta 
of  the  moie  lav  age  people. 

Having  in  vain  gone  over  a  large 
i>f  the  inland  country,  he  now 
confined  his  fearch  to  the  coatt,  in 
hopes  that  he  might  again  fee  the  vt  fit  1 
which  took  his  Almena.  Day  by  day 
he  wandeied  on  the  beach,  conftantly 
calling  his  eyes  on  the  immenfe  walte 
of  waters,  and  watching  the  approach 
of  every  vefTcl  that  he  faw,  with  the 
fame  impatience  of  expectation,  as  if 
he  had  been  allured  that  it  contained 
Almena. 


CHAP.     XIX. 

AS  he  was  walking  one  evening  by 
the  cattle  of  Sevafir,  he  heard  a 
mournful  voice  proceeding  from  a  gar- 
den within  the  fort.  Solyman  never 
neglected  the  voice  of  forrow:  he  went 
nearer  to  the  place  from  whence  it 
feemed  to  proceed;  and  looking  through 
the  iron  palifadoes  with  which  the  gar- 
den was  encompatfed,  he  beheld  a  lady 
fitting  in  a  melancholy  poliure  on  a 
flower-bank  at  a  final  1  di  fiance. 

In  the  ineligible  tranfport  of  his 
heart,  he  Cried  aloud,  '  Almena!'  The 
lady  role;  and  as  (he  came  towards 
him,  he  perceived  his  miftake:  '  Par- 
'  don  me,  Madam,'  faid  he;  '  I  am 

*  an  unhappy  man,  who  have  loft  every 
'  thing  that  is  dear  to   me,  in  a  lady, 
'  whom  I  have  fought  in  vain  for  many 
'  months  in  this  province;  where  I  have 
'  Itill  reafon  to  believe  flit;  is  confined, 
'  if,  indeed,  me  yet  lives;  if  me  is  not 
1  fallen  a  facrifice  to  her  own  mifeiies, 
'  or  to  the  barbarous   cruelty  of   the 
'   villains  who  tore  her  from  me.' 

'  S;  i  anger,'  f,,id  the  lady,  {  it  is  long 
4  fince  I  have  known  any  comfort  my- 
'  fell,  and  I  am  afraid  I  can  have  little 

*  for  you.     Your   miferies   affeft    me 
'  much:  the  feme  did  my  beloved  huf- 
'  band  once  undergo,  for  whom  I  now 
'  mourn,  and  mull  for  ever  mourn  in 
1   hupclel's'  Jorrow.' 

'  Is  your  hufband  then  dead,'  faid 
Solyman;  '  or  is  he  only  loit  to  you,  as 
'  Almenu  is  to  me?  If  the  latter  is  the 
'  cafe,  you  may  yet  have  hope:  the 
4  all  -feeing  eye  of  Providence  looks 

*  down  upon  all  his  creatures,  and  he 
'  will  affuredly  redrefs  the  misfortunes 

*  of  the  virtuous.' 


«  We  were  inhabitants,'  replied  the 
lady,  «  of  the  kingdom  of  Kim? a. 
'  The  Sundians,  who  nude  an  incur- 
'  fiun  into  otir  territories,  air.onglt 
'  in  my  «>i her  wretched  people,  earned 
'  off  my  huiband  ami  m< — '  '  How, 
'  M«damr  interrupted  Solyman:  'they 

*  were  merciful,  if  they  fuffered  your 
'  hufbtnd  to  accompany  you.' — 'Their 
4  mercy,'  faid  me,   '  did  not  extend  fo 

*  far:   they  prefented  me  to  the  t;  .ver- 
'  nor  of  this  caftlej  and  my  hufband 

*  they  impnioned  in  a  diliant  part  of 
«  the  kingdom. 

'  Ever  fince  I  came  within  thefe 
'  hated  walls,  their  favage  irufter  has 
'  aggravated  my  mileries,  by  the  morti- 
'  fying  offers  of  his  love;  totally  re- 
'  gardlefs  of  my  forrowand  dillraftion, 
'  a  thoufand  times  has  the  unfeeling 
'  wretch  in ful red  my  torn  heart  with 
'  odious  careffes,  and  Itill  continues  to 
'  perfecute  me  in  the  fame  imnner, 
'  upbraiding  me  with  ingratitude  for 
'  what  he  calls  his  kindnefs  in  permit- 
'  ting  me  to  live.  But  I  am  not  alone 
'  in  my  misfortunes;  here  are  num- 

*  bers  of   unhappy   women  under  the 

*  fame   confinement,    whofe  fuffciings 
'  too  nearly  referable  my  own.     Some 
'  of  them,  like  me,  have  I'cill  refilled  the 
'  importunities   of   the    tyrant;    while 
'  others,  more,  I  hope,    through  fear 

*  than  inclination,  have  unhappily  fub- 
'  mitted  to  his  will.' 

At  thefc  worJs,  terror  and  apprehen- 
fion  were  again  rouzeJ  in  the  heart  of 
Solyman,  and  created  a  conflifl  which 
(hook  his  frame.     He  flood  aghall  and 
motionlefs  for   a" moment:  at  lalt  re- 
collecting himftlf,  '  Is  there,'  faid  he, 
tell  me,  Madam,  is  there  a  lady  within, 
thefe  walls,  a  native  of  Djlhi,  who 
was  taken  fome  months  ago  from  on 
board  a  K-inarian  veffel  by  the  Sun- 
dians?' 

'  To  that  queftion,'  faid  the  lady, 
I  can  make  no  anl'wer:  we  arc  all 
kept  in  different  apai linen's,  and  not 
allowed  to  convcrfe  w;tli  each  other; 
we  are  p.ot  even  permitted,  but  alone, 
to  walk  in  thefe  gardens:  and  fliould 
I  now  be  obferved  to  talk  with  you, 
though  through  thefe  detefted  bars, 
my  future  liberty  would  piohablybe 
endangered.  All  that  you  can  do  to 
know,  whether  the  lady  you  have  loft 
be  in  this  place,  is  to  attend  at  ti- 
different  homs  of  the  day  near 

*  paJifadoesj  where  you  will  b' 
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obferve,  in  their  refpcftive  turns,  the 
appearance  of  the  women  in  the  gar- 
dens. But  you  will  incur  great  dan- 
ger in  the  experiment:  and,  after  all, 
fliould  you  find  that  your  lady  is 
here,  what  can  it  avail  you?  You 
will  only  have  the  mortification  to 
know  it,  without  being  able  to  ref- 
cue  her** 


CHAP.    XX. 

SOLYMAN  took  his  leave  of  the 
lady;  and  having  formed  his  refo- 
iution,  waited  with  the  utmolt  impa- 
tience for  the  light  of  morning.  He 
happeried,  indeed,  to  be  fo  far  fecured 
from  fufpicion,  as  to  bedrefled  in  a  Sun- 
dian  habit,  which  belonged  to  an  officer 
of  the  (hip  that  carried  off  Almena, 
who  compelled  him  to  take  it  in  ex- 
change for  his  own.  But  infenfible  of 
danger,  at  the  earlielt  dawn  he  hafted  to 
his  port,  and  pafTed  the  day  in  alternate 
hope  and  defpair:  he  faw  many  wo- 
men, but  he  faw  not  Almena.  In  the 
evening,  therefore,  regretting  the  dif- 
appointment  even  of  thofe  expectations 
which  he  dreaded  to  hnve  confirmed,  he 
reiblved  to  quit  his  Nation  till  the  return 
of  morning,  when  by  the  glimmering 
of  the  moon  he  perceived  another  lady 
enter  the  garden. 

As  (he  came  nearer,  her  image 
glanced  through  his  heart  more  fwift- 
)y  than  the  lightning  fmires  the  tra- 
veller on  the  mountains  of  Hima.  The 
lady  was  Almena.  In  a  burft  of  tran- 
fport,  he  cried,  'Almena!  Solyman!' 
Struck  ar  once  with  the  voice,  the  name, 
and  the  figure  of  Solyman,  (urprize 
overcame  her,  and  (he  fell  fenfelefs  up- 
on the  terrace. 

Solyman,  unable  to  enter  the  garden, 
in  an  agony  of  terror,  cried  out,  '  Save, 
'  i'ave  my  Aimena!'  at  the  fame  time 
running  round  the  walls  in  the  utmoft 
diffraction.  His  exclamations  alarmed 
the  guard,  who  immediately  fern  red 
him;  though,  from  his  cries  and  con- 
fuiion.  they  concluded  him  to  bemad, 
and  made  their  report  of  him  as  filth 
to  the  goveincr  of  the  caftle,  who  or- 
dered him  to  be  immediately  brought 
Zli  before  him. 

j-aw  Oi Solyman,  the  moment  he  beheld  the 
dragged  r.ncr>  fi£rce'y  cried  out,  '  I  con- 
failors  into'''"'  i{  th(H1  art  a  luinian  be'"g» 
had  bound  hinfr:tl>  fl-v  to  the  x'dief  of  a  ' 


'  lady  in  thy  gardens.'  The  governor 
was  alarmed  by  an  appearance  of  rea- 
fon  in  this  requeft,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  fecured,  while  he  went  himfelf  intc* 
the  gardens  to  know  if  there  was  any 
foundation  for  it.  There  he  found 
Almena  fupporting  heffeff  againft  the 
wall,  not  having  perfectly  recovered 
either  her  ftrength  or  feafon:  «  Art 
'  thou  indeed  my  Solyman?'  faid  flies 
'  if  thou  art  my  Solyman,  fupport  me 
*  in  thy  arms.'  In  his  arms  he  took 
her,  and  bore  her  to  a  pavilion,  where 
he  held  her  till  her  reafon  returned. 
She  turned  her  eyes  full  upon  him;  and,- 
with  a  look  of  fear  and  horror,  flirunk 
from  his  embrace. 

<  Tell  me,  Madam;  I  befeech  youy 
tell  me,*,  faid  the  govenor;  '  what  is 
the  caufe  of   this  diftra&ion?    Why 
are  thofe  dear  eyes  fo  full  of  wild- 
nefs  afid  horror;    and  why  do    you 
look  upon  your  proteftor  with  fuch 
averfion?    Is    there    then  fome  other 
perfon   more   happy  in  your  favour 
and    affeclion;    and  muft  I    for  ever 
languish  at  your  feet  in  vain?' 
'  If  thou  haft  any  other  affeclion  for 
me,'  faid  Alrritna, '«  than  that  which 
is  infpired  by  brutal  inftin&j  if  thou 
haft  more  feeling  than  the  walls  that 
furround  thee,  thou  wilt  furely  pity 
me.     The  dear  unhappy  man,  whoni 
1  fear  ere  now  thy  guards  have  feized, 
is  the  friend  for  whole  lol's  thou  haft 
known  me  mourn  ever  fuice   I  came 
within  thy  power.     Yes,  thou   wilt 
pity  me;   for  thou  halt  wept:   when 
I  related  to  thee  my  mi  (cries,  the  tears 
of  companion  flowed  from  thine  eves. 
Let  us  throw  ourfelves  at  thy  feetj 
let  us  owe  our  happinefs  to  thee,  and 
thou  lhalt  have  all  the  afFeclion  which 
is  not  due  to  Solyman.'' 
The  weeping  beauty,, as  (he  uttered 
fbefe  words,   threw  herfelf  before  him 
in  fuch  an  agony  of  forrow,   and  fuch 
a  polture  of  Application,  as  would  have 
moved  any  heart  in  which  vice  had  not 
extinguished  every  fpark  of  humanity. 
Far  from  being  affefred  by  it,    the  go- 
vernor of  Savafir  made  her  the  follow- 
ing   anfwer:    «  Abfurd    and  vain!    to 
•  fuppofe   that  I    (hould  tamely  yield 
that  happinefs   to    another,  which  I 
could  never  obtain  myielt.     Know, 
Madam,  that  both  you  and  your  lover 
are  now  in  my  power;  and  that  he 
has  no  indulgence  to   hope  for,   but 
what  your  kindnefs  to  me  may  pro-- 
«  cute 
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'  cure   him.'     With  thefe    words   he 
withdrew;   r.ithcr  lei's  offended    at   the 
'it  of  having  a  rival  in  Almeiia's 
.1  with  the  hope 
ht   terrify  her  into  compli- 
ance by  Ins  ii!   naCM  ...'..niitt  h-'i 

Aim  :ied    in    the  moil  piti- 

able c!.  . :  pened  by  pain;, 

.•.ii   honou. 
the  hte  oi'   Solyi, 
alone,  into 
night  of  ibnow  mote  to  the  many  (he 

d  '   what  mifery  may  one 

villain,  armed  with  |-  upon 

; hue   not  :i  liate 

•Itcnce,  where  vice  lhall  he  pu- 
nilhed  anil  vn  tue  ivwarded,  how  would 
thy  \\  :o  rrpioath  tin  ir  Al- 

mighty Mal-u-r  !  liir  I  ft  tiu-  Ions  of 
men  learn,  that  he  vvho  is  infinitely 
wife,  is  alfo  perfectly  juli  ;  and  that 
he  can  as  ealily  take  cognizance  of  the 
moral  conduct  of  his  creatures,  as  he 
could  at  fiiit  create  this  immense  . 
of  the  univerle,  in  which  the  ir.iiuirdt 
creature  declares  the  ikill  of  the  Ar- 


c  ii  A  P.   xx  r. 

TH  E  impious  tyrant  of  Sevafir  en- 
joyed the   Iviim    of  (lt,.-p  and  the 
refreshment' of  relt,  while  the  virtuous 
Solyman  and  Almena  fuffered  the  usolt 
grie/ous  affliction. 

When  the   morning   appeared,   Na- 
grakut,  that   was  the  wretch's  name, 
went  at  his  ufual  hour  into  the  garden. 
Almena,  who  was  (till  then. . 
by  the  weight  of  continued  lorrow,  had 
funk  into  a  Iranlient  (lumber  on  .  b  nch 
in  the  pavilion.     N.r;rakut  approach- 
ed and  iiood  by  her  as  (he  (Km. 
'1  here  was  a  light  thaf. 
ciuil  tendernels  in  tl. 
vage  :   but   it  moved  not  t 
Nagrakut,     nor    awakened   any   otlur 
padion  in  him  but  that  of  a  libidinous 
defire.    In  a  dream  fhe  waved  her  hand, 
and    cried,  with  a  voice  of  mournful 

•  ,   'Do  not  murder  li;.r 

*  grakut  !   let  my  Solyman  live  !'  then 
letting  fall  the  hand  (he  h,. 

funk  again  into  !,,   :.i  :...,, 

Nagrakut  ytt  felt  no  pity  i%but  placing 
himfelf  n%ir  hef  en  thebepch,  n 
her  in   his  anus.     She    awokt;    and, 
finding  heiielf  in  the  ei;:lr.'.u»  of  th* 


tyrant,  fhriekcj  out  with  tlte  moft  dif- 
. 

cell  wheieSolyn.  .With 

thf  united  ttreii^th  of  i.n>-  and  : 

he  burit  the  door   of  hi.-  piilon  1 

running%through  the  apaitmcnts  of  the 

;erin  his  hand,  which 

1  up  in  the 

WaV,    In-  ll<:w  t.)  the  ",.M\k  n. 

AlniciM  was  lliil  (hoicking  aiul  I'rng- 

)  lootli  1:^  r  to  hi 

had  not  obllrvcd  the  approach  ot  Sjly- 
mnn.  'Villain,'  laid  Solyman,  <  re- 
'  move  thy  execrable  hands,  from  the 

n  Of  that  lady,  and  employ  them 
'   in  the  defence  of  thy  own!1    N 
kut,   who  was  the  moll  abjeft  co 
called  aloud  to  his  guards.   '  Coward  ! 
'  (lave!'    faid    Solyman;     '  draw  this 
'  inltant,    or   my    dagger  (hull   pierce 
'  thy   heait!'     Nagrakut  then  fell  at 
his  feet;   and  begging  for  mercy,  pro- 
mid-d  liim  Ainu/.  ity.   'This 

'  moment  then,'  laid  Solyman,  '  dii- 
'  mil's  ns  from  thy  curled  prilbn.'  No 

irul  lie  uttered  thele  words  than 
the  guards  appeared.  Nagrakut  im- 
mediately beckoned  to  them  to  feize 
him  ;  but  Solyman,  observing  his  mo- 
tion, haiiiiy  runup  to  him,  and  plunged 
into  his  heart. 
at  fell.  No  way  of  efcape, 
however,  was  left  for  Solyman  :  he 
was  infLmly  feized  by  the  foldiers, 
loaded  with  heavy  chains,  and  (hut  up 
with  Alir.ena  in  a  ftrong  apartment  ot 
the  caltle  :  with  Almena  he  was  iliut 
up,  for  jealoufy  now  no  longer  parted 
tiiem  ;  and  (lie  was  conhdeled  as  an 

.i^c    in   the  murder  of  the  go- 

circarrrftance  aJminirt^red  in- 
.ble    c.niol.-tion  to  them   both. 
At  lalt,   my  Almena,'  faid  me  . 
fui  tune  has  brought  thec  to  my  anas  : 
i  :cr  svliat  mil'eries,  ^oovl  heavtn  ! 
and  in  what  circu;r.ltan^es. !    Yet  my 
•    once  douljted  tlie  jultice 
caic  oi   1'rovidfin.e  ;    we    : 

the  valley  of  Irwan.* 
.-\lmer.a   w?re  fo  ex- 
of  ter- 
ror, (brrow.  i/e,  that  me  r«- 
ilie  arms 

i.!  V  v>.  nt- 
Mlld  feebli  : 

'   .        ../had 

lime  to  the  King  of 

Sar.uj.'.  .  .nanncr  he 

B  would 
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would  have  the  murderers  of  the  go- 
vernor executed. 

The  death  of  a  villain  is  feldom  re- 
gretted, even  by  thofe  to  whom  his  vil- 
lainies have  been  of  fervrce.  The  King 
of  Snmdah  always  hated  the  governor 
of  Sevafn  ;  but  he  dared  irot  depofe 
him,  becaufe  he  had  been  ettablifhed 
under  him  by  the  Mogul  :  he,  there- 
fore, fent  no  other  commands  to  the 
officers  of  the  caftle,  but  that  the  pri- 
foners  mould  remain  there,  till  farther 
order*. 

Not  long  after  this,  a  body  of  Ka- 
narians  entered  the  country  ofSundah, 
and  laid  fiege  to  the  caftle  of  Sevafir. 
As  the  death  of  the  governor  had 
thrown  all  intoconfufion,  the  fort  was 
eafily  carried  ;  and  the  Kanai  ians  took 
prisoners  all  that  were  within  the  caftle. 
Solyman  and  Almena,  though  they 
could  not  be  difpleafed  at  this  change 
of  fortune,  had  yet  another  to  encoun- 
ter, which  might  prove  as  fatal  to  their 
happinefs  as  any  they  had  efcaped  could 
have  been. 

It  is  a  cuftom  in  the  eaftern  nations, 
to  prefent  the  women  that  are  taken  in 
war  to  the  kings,  that  they  may  felefl 
whom  they  like:  and  the  reft  are  di- 
vided among  the  officers,  according  to 
their  feveral  ranks.  All  the  ladies  that 
were  taken  in  the  caftle  of  Sevafir,  had 
this  fate  to  undergo;  and  as  the  go- 
vernor had  been  curious  in  his  choice, 
thefe  women  were  looked  upon  as  a 
ntoft  valuable  capture. 


CHAP.      XXII. 

THEY  were  immediately  convey- 
ed to  the  court  of  Kanara,  and 
prsfented  to  the  king  for  his  choice. 
They  all  flood  before  him  at  the  fame 
trmej  and  he  looked  upon  each  of 
them  for  fome  minutes  :  but  his  eye 
dwelt  longer  on  Almena  than  the  reft. 
Unfortunately  fhe  obferved  thisj  and 
her  fear  and  confufion  new  animated  her 
features,  and  gave  frefh  beauties  to 
her  complexion.  The  king  immedi- 
ately felecled  her,  and  the  reft  were 
it  if  miffed. 

,  'Solyman  was  all  this  time  kept  with 
the  garrifon  of  SevaH?  as  a  prilbner  of 
war:  but  at  lengthy  having  convinced 
the  Kanarians,  that  he  had  no  con- 
nections with  the  King  of Sundah^and 
that  he  was  willing  to  enter  into  the 


fervice  of  their  prince,  his  liberty  wsf 
reftored  him.  This  was  the  only  mean* 
by  which  he  could  attempt  the  recovery 
of  Almena;  who,  as  he  was  now  in- 
formed, was  retained  by  the  king.  He 
immediately  repaired  to  the  capital  of 
Kanara;  and  iignifying  to  the  officers 
of  the  court  that  he  had  fome  impor- 
tant intelligence,  relating  to  the  war, 
to  communicate  to  his  majefty,  he 
gained  an  eafy  admittance  to  htm. 

When  the  king  appeared,  he  pro- 
ftruted  himfelf  before  him;  and  being 
commanded  to  fpeak,  he  thus  exprefled 
himfeif :  '  Let  the  King  of  Kanara 
live !  for  his  ear  is  open  to  the  com- 
plaints of  the  unhappy,  and  he  de- 
Ipifeth  no  man  for  the  miferies  which 
chance  hath  brought  upon  him.'— 
I  am  a  man,'  interpofed  the  king  j 
proceed/ — '  It  was  my  hand  that  pur 
an  end  to  the  life  of  your  enemy, 
the  governor  of  Sevafir. *— *  In  that,' 
eplied  the  Prince,  *  you  did  me  a  fig- 
nal  fervice :  but  let  me  know  your 
motives ;  and  I  fhall  be  better  able 
to  judge  of  the  aclion,  as  well  as  of 
my  obligations  to  you  for  it.' 
'  O  prince  !'  faid  Solyman,  '  I  was 
poflefTed  of  a  lady,  more  beautiful 
than  the  (tar  iliat  overflows  it's  urn  in 
the  evening,  and  dearer  to  me  than 
the  life- drops  of  my  heart*.  We  were 
on  board  a  Kanarian  vefTel  that  was 
trading  to  the  Perfian  gulph ;  and 
were  bound  to  the  valley  of  Irwarrin 
Mefopotamia,  the  place  of  my  nativi- 
ty :  but,  alas!  before  we  had  proceed- 
ed many  leagues  from  our  coaft,  we 
were  hoarded  by  a  pirate  of  Sundah. 
We  were  plundered,  and  difmifled  : 
bvt  the  dear  partner  of  my  heart  was 
taken  from  me.  After  long  fearch,! 
found  that  fhe  was  in  the  pofleffion 
of  the  governor  of  Sevafir;  who,  re- 
gardiefs  of  her  miferies,  or  the  pre- 
poffeflion  of  her  heart,  cruelly  con- 
tinued to  infult  her  with  the  offer  of 
his  love.'—'  Inhuman  wretch  !'  in- 
terrupted the  king  :  '  but  proceed.* 
This  ejaculation  gave  Solyman  new 
hopes,  and  he  continued  his  relation. 
c  Walking  one  evening  by  the  gar- 
dens of  the  fort,  I  difcovered  her  on 
a  terras  at  a  fmall  diftance.  She  was 
fo  much  furprized  by  the  (udclennefs 
'  of  my  appearance,  that  <he  fainted. 
Being  unable  to  enter  the  gardens, 
in  my  diftraftion  I  cried  for  help; 
and  my  cries  alarming  the  guard,  I 

*  wa» 
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was  feized.  That  night  I  was  con- 
fined in  a  dungeon  of  the  caftle  5  hut 
early  the  next  morning  hearing  the 
flirieks  of  a  female  voice,  which  I 
either  knew,  or  fear  imagined  to  be 
that  of  my  love,  rage  and  terror  gave 
me  more  than  natural  (trcngth,  and 
I  burll  open  the  door  or  my  prifon. 
I  wa»  unarmed  5  but,  fortunately,  a 
dagger  lying  in  my  way,  I  (hatched 
it  up,  and  flew  to  the  garden  from 
whence  the  voice  proceeded.  There 
I  beheld  the  dear  object  of  my  affec- 
tions trembling  in  the  embraces  of 
the  tyrant :  at  the  fight  of  me,  he 
called  aloud  to  his  guards,  cowardly 
refufing  the  offer  I  gave  him  of  de- 
fending himfelf  againlt  my  dagger: 
nay,  he  meanly  begged  his  life,  and 
offered  me,  on  that  condition,  liber- 
ty for  myfelf  and  the  lady  ;  but  the 
guards  immediately  after  coming  up, 
he  beckoned  to  them  to  feize  me:  I 
found  time,  however,  to  thruft  my 
dagger  into  his  bafe  heart.  Thus 
the  villain  perifhed.' — 'And  juftice,' 
aid  the  king,  '  directed  your  arm.' 
'  O  prince!"  continued  Solyman, 
I  am  (till  miferable.  I  have  realbn 
to  believe,  that  fome  of  your  officers 
will  detain  that  lady,  as  a  prize  taken 
in  the  caftleof  Sevafir.'— '  No  officer 
of  mine,'  replied  the  king,  '  (hall 
be  luftered  to  detain  her :  let  me  know 
her  name,  and  flie  (hall  be  immedi- 
ately reftored  to  you.'— «  Her  name,' 
laid  Solyman,  '  is  Almena.' 

The  king  appeared  difturbed,  and 
walked  backward  and  forward  for  fome 
moments  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  He 
knew,  that  Almena  was  the  lady 
whom  he  had  (elected  from  the  cap- 
tives; and  he  had  the  moil  ardent 
affection  for  her.  In  a  few  moments 
he  withdrew,  and  commanded  Soly- 
man to  attend  him  the  following  day. 


CHAP.    XXIII. 

TH  E  heart  of  the  king  was,  in  the 
mean  time,  diftractedby  different 
pafljons  i  urged  by  the  moft  powerful 
love  to  detain  Almena,  and  difluaded 
from  that  by  truth,  humanity,  and 
fhame.  '  Am  I,'  faid  he,  '  poflefied 

*  of  a  throne,  and  (hall  I  have  no  more 

*  power  to  indulge   my    wifbes  than 

*  the  peafant  of  the  field  !  what  is  the 

*  worth  or  the  end  of  abfolute  power, 


«  if  kings  muft  tamely  facrifice  their 
«  inclinations  to  the  creatures  they 
'  were  born  to  command  !  Shall  I  give 
'  up  fuch  beauty  as  that  of  Almena  ' 
'  a  beauty  that  has  fmitten  my  hearr, 
'  and  infpired  me  with  fuch  tenHer- 
'  nefs  of  attention  that  I  never  yet  felt 
'  for  woman  !— But  Almena  was  Soly- 

*  man's !— It  might  be  fo;  hut  fhe  it 
'  now  mine.    Pofleffion  goes  from  one 
'  to  another,  according  to  the  laws  of 
'  nations  ;  and,  by  thole  laws,  Alme- 
'  na  is  mine. 

«  Why  then  do  I  feel  thefe  uneafy 
'  fenlations,  as  much  at  the  thoughts 
4  of  keeping,  as  of  parting  with  her! 
'  the  laws  of  nature,  the  unvariablc 
'  laws  of  nature  and  truth  create  them. 
'  The  laws  of  nations  ought  always  to 
'  be  founded  on  thefe  ;  and  thefe  fug- 
'  geft  to  me,  that  to  keep  Almena, 
'  would  be  molt  injurious  and  inhuman. 
'  Shall  I,  who  have  condemned  that 
1  in  another,  as  a  crime  which  delerved 
'  the  punifhment  of  death,  commit  the 
'  very  fame  myfelf !  what  a  deteltable 
'  hypocrite  fhould  I  appear  I  Shall  I, 
'  who  promiled  the  lover  that  none  of 
'  my  officers  (hould  deprive  him  of 
1  Almena;  (hall  I  degrade  the  king, 

*  by  doing  what  I  would  have  punilh- 
'  ed  in  a  fubject  ?  I  love  Almena,  and 
'  fhould   b»  exquifitcly  happy  in   the 
'  enjoyment  of  her}  but  fhaU  I,  there- 

*  fqre,make  her  miferable!  How  fhould 
'  I   ever  partake  of  happinels,  if  the 
'  object  of  my  affections  lived  with  me 
'  in  fullen  di  (content,    or  inconfolable 
«  forrow?    Bale  and  unworthy  of  the 

*  heart  of  man,  muft  be  that  love,  which 
'  would  purchale  it's  gratification  by 

*  the  mifery  of  it's  object !    The  heart 
'  of  Almena  is  Solyman's,  and  fo  (hall 
1  be  her  perfon  :     painful  is  the  alter - 
'  native;  but  truth,  and  honour,  and 
«  virtue,  muft  prevail!' 

Thus  the  generous  king  of  Kanara 
overcame  the  efforts  of  importunate  de- 
fire,  by  the  force  of  virtue  and  reafon  j 
and  nobly  fcorned  to  avail  hirqfelt  of 
his  power  againlt  an  unhappy  man, 
who  had  been  long  perfecuted  by  mis- 
fortune, and  diitrefied  in  his  love. 

The  hour  came  at  which  he  had  or- 
dered Solyman  to  attend  him.  The 
king  received  him  with  a  condefcendmg 
fmile  ;  and  without  the  lealt  appearance 
of  uneafmels  or  difTatistaction  in  hi« 
countenance,  defucd  him  not  to  be  ap- 
prehcnfivc  about  Almena,  for  that  he 
£  i  fhould, 
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fliould  Jhortly  be  put  in  pofltflion  of 
her. 

Having  thus  fpoken,  he  went  imme- 
diately'to  her  apartment,  and  gently 
taking  her  hand,  'Mb  ft  beautiful  of  the 

*  daughters  of  India/    laid  he,  '  ceafe 

*  youf  forrows  !'    I  am  not  now  come 
'.'   to  off-  r  you  my  love  j  but  to  fecbrn- 

'  meird  to  you  another  lover,  who  poi- 

*  fibiy  may  he  happier  in  your  f. 

«  than   I  could  ever  hope  to  he:     he  is 

*  now  in  the  prdace;-and  if  you  will 
'  give  me  leave  1  will  introduce  him  to 

.' — '  My  heart/    laid    Almena, 
'•  h%s  been  fo  much  accuftomed  to  new 

*  dn'treflVs,  that  it  is  not  now  (hocked 

*  by  their  frequency  :    bur  if  you  have 
'  any  pity  for  me,   hiflvr  me  to  bewail 

*  my  miferies  in  Ibiitude.      Not  to  he 

*  interrupted  in   my  forrows,    is  all  I 
'   nfk;  and  that  is  rut,  i'mvly,  too  much 
'  foi  you  to  grant.'  'I  nfwer- 
ed  with  a  fmile,    '  If  I   am    not   to  be 
'   happy  in  your  love,  I  am  determined 
'   that  none  but"  the  perfon  whom  I  am 

*  £bout  to  introduce  to  you,    flrall  be 
'   fo  :*    and  haftily  quitting  the  apart- 
ment, he  returned  wit'h  Solyman. 

Thr  lovers  flew  to  each  other's  arms  ; 
«  My  Solvman  !' — 'My  Aimcna  !'   In 
a  f-.;w  moments  being  recolletSted,  thty 
threw  them  (elves  at  the  feet  of  the  king  ; 
and  Solyman,  as  well  as  the  tranfports 
of  his    heart   would   give    him  leave, 
exprefTed    his  gratitude.      '  Generous 
prince/ faid  he,  '  the  thanks  of  Soly- 
inan  are  not  v.orth  your  acceptance. 
But  you  wii!  no:  be  witho;1 
yours    fhnll  be   t!ie  fuoreme   pleaiure 
of  confciou*'  goodnus;    yours  fhall 
be  the  care  of  the  eternal  Providence, 
and  the  pr.iyeis  ;>nd  bulling?  of  So- 
lyman and  Almena  P 
In  the  gratis  n, -.!'.'  of  his  heart,  Solyman 
offrred  the  king  his  affiibnce  in  the  pro - 
fecutipn  of  the  war  with  the  Sundians: 
but  he  hunr.inelv  refiifed  his  offer;  ttll- 
im,    that  love  and    war   were  no 
allier ;  th::i  •>  ul   already 

:t  ;  and  that 

neither  !;c  Oioiri.,  ,;  -,o  danger, 

nor  Ainu  i  on  Ins  account. 

He  moreover  told    them,    tint    if  they 

inclined    to   return    by  kv 
valley  of  Irwr.r,  they 'iLouki'be  attend- 
ee] by  an  armed  veflel,    to  Secure  them 
from   the   aflat/.  my.     But 

this  6*1  tlritid  :  So!y- 

TT.an  was  unwii'iirg  any'  more  to  rii'.jue 


that  which  was  dearer  than  life;  and 
Almena  yet  trembled  at  the  thoughts 
ot  the  S-undian  pirate.  Ti>ey,  .there- 
fore, notwithftamting  the  length  and 
tedioufnefs  of  the  way,  determined  to 
go  by  land;  and  having  taken  leave 
oi  the  king,  who  fupplied  them  with 
every  neceffhry,  and  lent  them  his  own 
bcaits  and  attendants,  they  let  their 
faces  towards  Dehli. 


C  HAP.     XXIV. 

'"I  "*H  E I R  road  was  through  a  motin- 
ji.     t-ainous  country,  troublefome  to 
the   traveller}     little  cultivated  by  the 
labours,  oj  enlivened  by  the  h. imitations 
of  men.     But  what  are  the  difficulties 
which  love  and  hope  cannot  furmount ! 
the  threats  of  danger,  and 
the  toils  of  labour;    and  proceed  with 
•iioli  through   thofe   perplexities, 
which  by  ether  eyes  are   beheld  with 
delpair.  The  travellers,  thus  animated, 
tbking  forw.ml  to  thofe  delight- 
ful Ictnes  of  rtll,  thofe  da)  s  of  rural 
:ui   happinefs  which  they  mould 
in    the   valley   of   Irwan,   paiTed 
(j  nsgged  niouniains  that  oppofed 
thc-ir  way,   without   the  leaft   fenfe  of 
wearin^ls  or  fear. 

After  travelling  many  days,  without 
any  accident  or  delay,  more  than  the 
ry  lefrefhmentof  nature  required, 
they  arrived  at  Dehli.  At  the  fight  of 
her  native  place,  Almena  (lied  a  tear  of 
joy,  and  the  lovers  embraced  each  of  her 
with  more  than  common  tcndernels  :  fo 
much  is  there  in  the  power  of  external 
circumflar.ces,  to  improve  and  exalt  the 
pleasures  of  the  mind.  Almena  always 
loved  her  Solyman  with  the  moll  tender 
affeclion  ;  but  (he  loved  him  at  Dehli 
more  than  in  any  other  place:  delight 
is  infeparable  fioin  the  idea  of  thofe 
fcenes,  where  we  have  paffed  the  happy 
hours  of  childhood  ;  and  tiiough,  when 
in  the  maturity  of  life  we  reviin  cur  na- 
tive countries,  we  cannot  enjoy  that 
innocent  thoughtlefs  cheavf'ulneis,  of 
which  we  (till  retain  fome  notion  ;  yet 
dti  i^hted  with  the  remembrance 
of  it,  atui  thofe  fcenes  are  always  dear 
to  \is. 

Almena  forgot  not  to  vifit  her  vil- 
lage, and  the  people  whom  (he  called 
her  own.  Tjie  poor  inhabitants,  atjhe 
fi^ht  of  their  benefaclrefs,   wept  with 
plea-furs ; 
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pleafure  ;  and  (he  did  not  Irnve  them, 
without  giving  tliem  new  exhortations 
I  new  inllaiu  -:s  of  her 
^nce.     1 1! 
acts  (he  now  don' 
flic  concluded,  tliar,  on  account 

ind  fingiil  ir  obligations  to  Pro- 
vidence, ihe  ought  in  gratitude  to  have 
a  lnperiur  portion  of  virtue. 

After  a  Ihort  ttay  at  Dehli,  Solynnn 
and  Almena  rentwcd  their  journey, 
•:  forward  to  li'pahan.  This  rout 
was  longer;  but  it  was  more  eafy,  and 
Id's  expolVd  to  r'dihers,  than  that  which 
Gulp!i.  Wln-n  they 
!  at  Ilpalnn,  Solynian  h:id  the 
pleafure  to  find  his  friend  the  me-i 
who  was  ftill  detained!  by  bulinels  in 
that  city.  He  cafily  made  his  apology  - 
for  not  accepting,  as  he  had  propofed, 
his  kind  offt-rot  a  paffage  into  Europe, 
by  introducing  him  to  Almem.  He 
related  to  him  their  various  interefting 
adventures,  to  which  he  lirtened  with 
the  eager  curiofity  and  concern  of  a 
friend,  acknowledging  all  along  the 
hand  of  Providence  in  their  prefervation. 
For  the  amiable  and  accompliflied  Al- 
niena,  he  felt  greatefteem.:  herpathetick 
defcriptions,  and  her  jurt  and  natural 
obfervations,  were  extremely  entertain- 
ing and  affecting.  But  he  was  molt 
charmed  with  the  character  of  the  King 
of  Kuiara;  and  lequefted  Almena  to 
relate  every  particular  of'  his  beha- 
viour. 

«  When  I  flirt  beheld  him,'  faid  fhe, 
I  perceived  wi  his  countenance  a  no- 
ble  affability    and   opennefs,    which 
f?emed  to  (peak  a  great  and  generous 
mind.     This  gave  me  fome  pleafure  ; 
as  I  might  have  hopes  from  his  com- 
paffion,  fhould  it  be  my  fate  to  be  11- - 
lected   by  him  :   I'ucli,  you    know,  it 
was.     When  I  was  conducted  into  an 
apartment  of  the  palace,  he  waited  on 
me  with  the  molt  affable  politenefsj 
and  feeing   me  in  tears,    he  gently 
took  my  hand,  and  (poke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect:    "  Be  not  diftrefled, 
fair  Almena  !  Though  you  are  in  the 
power  of  a  prince,  you  are  not  in  the 
hands  of  a  tyrant.     If  time  and  the 
aiiiduities  of  temkrnefs  may  prevail 
on  you  to  return  my  love,  I  mall  be 
happy;  if  not,  you  dial  1  never  be  made 
miferable  by  crueltyor  by  violence." 
Confident  with  this  declaration,  was 


his  whole  conduct  to  me,  during  the 
m  his  pttlfelfion.     How  \ 
.ied  my  liberty,  you  haveali 

the  chancier  which  you  have 
!y    received    of    the    Kan 
prince,"  laid  Solyman  to  the  merchant, 
I  will  add  a  poetical   portrait,   which 
poffibly   may   nor  IK-  >!',•  to 

gratitude  for  his  favours, 
;ui, I  my  admiration  of  his  virtues,  in- 
duced me  to  attempt  it.' 


THE  AMIA-BLE  KING. 


THE  free-horn  mufe  her  tribute  rarely 
brings, 
Or   burns    her   incenfe   to   the    power    of 

kings  :  % 

But  virtue  ever  (hall  her  voice  command, 
Alike  a  ffiade  or  fceptre  in  her  hand. 
Is  tiier;  a  prince  untai.'iteii  with  a  throne, 
That  makes  the  intercft  of  mankind  his 

own  j 
Whofe  bounty  knows  no  bounds  of  time  or 

«Sj 

Who  nobiy  teels  t",,r  ail  the  human  race: 
A'  prince,  ihat  adls  in  reafon's  fteady  fphere, 
No  (lave  to  paiiion,  and  no  dupe  to 
A  hrcaft  whe-e  rnila  humanity  rel:. 
Where  virtue  dictates,  and  where  wifdom 

guides  j 
A  mind,  that  ftretch'd  beyond  the  years  of 

ycuth, 

Explores  the  fecret  fprings  of  tafle  and  truth. 
Thefe,  thefe  are   virtues,  which  the  mule 

(hall  fing  j 
And  plant,  tor  thefe,  Jier  laurels  round  a 

king  ! 

Kanaia's  monarch  !  this  fliall  be  thy  praifc: 
tor    iLis,    be    cruwn'd   with 


*  Your  verfes,'  faid  .the  merchant, 
are  very  agreeable  to  me  :  for  they  are 
juftly  applicable  to  a  prince  whom. 
every  merchant  m  Great  Britain  has 
the  greatelt  reafon  to  reipsct  j  and 
who  is  beloved  by  his  1'ubj-;^,  as 
much  as  a  father  by  his  cluldicn  : 
he  too  is  young,  as  .is  the  king  of 
Kanara.  But  I  have  lately  hail  the 
.re  to  hear  of  his  marriage  :  and 
at  the  fame  time  I  received,  from  a 
literary  correfpondent,  an  ode  on  the 
occaiion  ;  which,  as  you  have  a  poe- 
tical tatte,  I  fliall  make  no  fciuple  to 
olfcr  you,' 

HYMENEAL. 
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HYMENEAL. 

I. 

AWAKE,  thou  everlafting  lyre! 
That  once  the  mighty  Pindar  ftrung, 
When,  rapt  w  th  more  than  mortal  fire, 
The  gods  of  Greece  he  fung  : 

Awake  ! 

Arreft  the  rapid  foot  of  time  again, 
With   liquid  notes  of  joy,    and   pleafure'i 
melting  /train. 

II. 

Crown'd  with  each  beauteous  flower  that 

blows 

On  Acidalia's  tuneful  fide  ; 

With  all  Aonia's  rofy  pride, 

Where  numerous  Aganippe  flows ; 

From  Thefpian  groves  and  fountains  wsld, 
Come  thou  yellow-vefted  boy, 
Redolent  of  youth  and  joy, 
Fair  Urania  s  favourite  child  *  '. 
George  to  thee  devotes  the  day  ; 
Io,  Hymen  !  halte  away  ! 

III. 

Daughter  of  the  genial  main  ! 
Queen  of  yotth  and  rofy  fmile?, 
Queen  of  dimple-dwelling  wiles  ; 

Corae,  with  all  thy  Paphian  train  ! 

0  give  the  fair  thai  blooms  for  Britain's 

throne, 

Thy  melting  charms  of  love,  thy  foul-ea- 
chanting  zone ! 

IV. 

Dsnehter  of  the  genial  rrnin  ! 

Spring  that  heart  diff'lving  power, 
Which  once  in  Ida's  facred  bower 

•The  foul  of  Jove  oppos'd  in  vain  : 

1  IK   fire   of  gods   thy  conquering   charms 

confefs'd  ; 

And  vanqiiifrTd  funk,  funk  down  on  Juno's 
fuflerin^  breaft. 

y. 

She  comes?  Theconfcious  fea/ubfi<Jes  ! 
Old  ocean  curbs  his  thund'ring  tides  j 
Sm  oth  the  filken  furface  lief, 
Where  Venus'  flowery  chariot"  files  : 
Paphian  ai<sin  arr.bu/h  deep 
r>n  the  ftill  boforn  of  the  deep  ; 
Pa<-hian  maid's  around  her  move, 
Kes11  ey'd  Hope,  and,  Joy,  and  Love; 

Their  rofy  breads  a  ihbuiand  Cupids  lave  ; 

And  dip  their  wanton  wings,  and  beat  the 
buxom  wave. 

VI. 

But  mark,  of  more  than  vulgar  mien, 
With  regal  grace,  and  radiant  eye, 
A  form  in  youthful  majefty  ! 

Britain,  h-iil  thy  favour'd  queen  ! 


For  her,  the  confcious  fea  fubfides ; 
Old  ocean  cu'bs  his  thund  ring  tide*  : 
O'er  the  glafly-bofom  d  main, 
Venus  leads  her  laughing  train  ; 
The  Paphijn  maids  move  graceful  by  her 

fide; 

And,  o'er  the  buxom  waves,  the  rofy  Cupids 
ride. 

vir. 

Fly,  ye  fairy-footed  hours  ! 
Fly,  with  aromatick  flaweis  ! 
Such  as,  bath'd  in  orient  dew;, 
Beauty's  living  glow  diffufe  j 
Such  as  in  Jdalia  s  grove 
Breathe  the  fweets,  the  foul  of  love  ! 

VIII. 

Come,  genial  god  of  chafte  delight, 
With  wreaths  of  feitive  rofes  crown'd, 

And    torch    that    burns    with    radiance 

bright, 
And    liberal    robe     that    fweeps     the 

ground  ! 

Bring  thy  days  of  golden  joy, 
Pleafures  pure  that  never  cloy! 
Bring  to  Britain's  happy  pair, 
All  that's  kir.d,  and  good,  and  fair  ! 
George  to  thee  devotes  the  day  : 
lo,  Hymen  !  hafte  away  ! 

IX. 

Daughters  of  Jove  !   ye  virgins  fage, 
That  wait  on  Camus'  hoary  age  ; 
That  oft  hjs  winding  vales  along 
Have  fmooth'd  your  filver-woven  fong; 
O  wake  once  moie  thofe  lays  fublime, 
That  live  beyond  the  wrecks  of  time! 
To  crown  your  Albion's  boaftcd  pair, 
The  never  fading  wreath  prepare  ; 
While  her  rocks  echo  to  this  grateful  (train, 
?  The  friends  of  Freedom  and  of  Britain 
•   reign!' 

'  The  ode  you  have  obliged  me  with,' 
/aid  Solyman,  '  though  I  do  not  very 
4  well  underhand  it,  gives  me  fpme 

*  idea  of  the  enthuiiafm  and  harmony 
'  of  the   Englifh  poetry.     But   I   am 

*  lefs  plealed  with  the  productions  of 
'  art  in  your  country,  than  with  the 
'  arTV6tmnate   duty    which    the  people 
'  fhew  to  their  king  :  for  that  is  the 
'  bafis   of    civil    happinefs ;    and    in- 
'  deed  every  humane  prince,  who  has 
'  the  interelt  of  his  iubjefi;  at   heart, 
'  wii)  always  reign  in  their  afFeClions.' 

f  But  now,  my  friend,  if  you  are 
'  not  too  much  taken  up  with  your 
'  concerns  at  Ifpahan,  witl  you  be  pre- 
'  vailed  on  to  vifit  the  valley  of  Irwan  ? 
'  As  you  afe  a  lover  of  nature,  and  of 
'  the  mufes,  you  will  there  meet  with 
'  much  to  entertain  you  ;  at  lealt,  you 


•  See  Catullus. 
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will  fin<l  l  retreat  from  the  fatigue* 
of  bufinefs,  and  the  plagues  of  popu- 
larity. Almena  too  joins  in  this  re- 
queft,  nnd  will  be  glad  of  fo  enter- 
tainiiv'  n  friend  in  the  hilt  itagcs  of 
retirement.' 

The  merchant  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, and  they  left  Ifpahnn  the  follow- 
ing day.  He  was  defirous  to  hear  from 
Almena  the  ftory  of  her  captivity,  and 
took  the  firlt  opportunity  to  requefl  it  t 
'  I  have  heard,'  faid  he,  '  from  Soly- 

•  man,  the  greateft  part  of  your  ad- 

•  ventures  ;  but   I  have  not  been   in- 
«  formed  how  you  p  4  fled  that  unhappy 

•  period  of  time,  from  you*  being  taken 
'  by  the  Sundtans,  to  your  departure 

•  from  the  caftle  at  Sevafir.' 

'  You  call  back  memory,  Sir,'  faid 
Almena,  '  to  the  days  of  mifery  :  but 
'  as  I  can,  at  this  diltance,  look  upon 
'  them  without  terror,  I  will  endea- 
4  vour  to  defcribe  them  to  you. 

4  When  I  was  firlt  taken  by  the  Sun- 
'  dians,  my  diftraction  was  fo  great, 
4  th  it  I  retain  no  idea  of  what  parted, 
'  till  the  captain  of  the  vertel  conveyed 

•  me  on   more  to  the  caftle  of  Sevafir, 

•  and  prefented  me,  terrified  and  a  I  molt 
'   trantick  as  I  was,  to  the  detelted  go- 
4  vernor  j  who,  as  I  have   been   fince 

•  informed,  received  fuch  kind  of  ac- 

•  knowledgmems  from  the  feamen,  for 

•  protecting  them  in  their  illegal  and 

•  piratical  captures. 

*  The  wretch,  as  well  as  I  remem- 
'  ber,  feemed  totally  infenfible  to  my 

•  mifery  ;  and  with  a  fmile  upon  his 
4  countenance,  ordered  his  domelticks 
4  to    convey    me   to   my   apartments. 

•  Thefe,  indeed,    wanted  neither  ele- 

•  gance  nor    convenience;   but  I   de- 
4  Ipifed    the   one,    and    neglecled   the 
'  other.     The  firlt  evening  I  parted  in 

•  the    moft    painful    anguifh   for    the 
'  lofs  of  Solyman,  and  the  molt  dread- 
'  ful  apprehenfions  of  injurious  tu-at- 
'  ment  from  the  governor.  The  women 
1  that    were    sbout    me,    feemed   the 

•  wretched    remains    of  ruined    inno- 
4  cence,  wh^j  had  firft  been  victims  to 
'  the  defires  of  the  tyrant,  and  after - 
4  wards   made   his    fUves.      Dreadful 

•  was  the  fcene  I  had  before  me  !  Some 
1  of  thefe  unhappy  cteatures  Teemed  to 
'  pity  me,    and   to   be  concerned    for 

•  my  approaching  misfortunes ;   while 
4  others,  who  with  their  virtue  had  loll 
4  their   humanity,    looked    uport    me 

•  with  a  carelcl*  fcorn ;  pleafed,  I  fear. 
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with  the  thought,  that  they  fhould 
fee  one  woman   more,   at   miferable 
and  as  defpicable  as  themfelves. 
4  Early   the  next  morning,  the  go- 
vernor came  into  my  ap  irtment ;  and 
caltmg   hit  eyes  upon    the   bed,  on 
which  I  had  not  lepofed,  "  It  feems, 
'  Madam,"  faid   he,  with  a  fcornful 
fmile,    4<  that   you    approve  not   of 
'  your  lodgings;  but  a  little  time,  it 
4  is  to  be  prelumed,  will  reconcile  you 
4  to  us."      Thefe   morning   vifits  he 
conftantly  paid  me  j  and  as  he  always 
found   me  in    fullen  forrow,  he  be- 
haved much  in  the  fame  manner.  At 
Jalt,  he  ch  tnged  his  addrefs  ;  feemed 
to  pity  me  ;  nlked  me  for  the  itory  of 
my  misfortunes  ;  and,  I  believe,  wept 
when  he  heard  it :  but  as  I  was  aware 
of  the  hypocrite,  I  was  equally  re- 
gardlefs  of  his  pity,  as  I  had   been 
of  his  Icorn  ;  and  (till  continued  to 
look  upon  him   with  the  fame  for- 
bidding averfion  and  difdain. 
4  Thus  parted  my  days  in  this  con- 
finement ;  but  they  would  have  been 
more  intolerable,  had  I  not  found  a 
harp  in  my  apartments,  which  pro- 
bably had   been  left  there  by  Ibme 
unhappy  lady,  who  had  pofl'efled  tliern 
before  me.     With  this  inltruraent  I 
amufed   myfeif    for  many  a  melan- 
choly  hour,    which    mutt    othervrife 
have  pa/Ted  away  in  the  molt   mi/e- 
rable  languor.     I   alib    conijiofed  a 
fong   luiuble    to  my    (tate  of  m'nd 
and  misfortune;  which  I  adapted  u» 
my  liarp,   and  which,   I  think,   w** 
as  follows  ; 


O     N 
I. 


G. 


T1S  o  er — thcpleafing  p'ofpecVs  o'er! 
My  weary  l»e»rt  cm  hope  n  »  mjft , 
Then  welcome,   wan  defpair  ! 
Approach  with  all  tny  dreadful  trai* ^ 
Wild  an^-nih,  discontent,  a;>d  pain, 
AnJ  thorny-pillow 'd  care! 

II. 

Gay  hope,  and  caic,  and  joy,  and  reft, 
Ail,  all  ilut  cturms  thi.  peacetui  Ureali, 

For  ever  1  rcf;,::  : 
Lei  pate  anxicU,  i:;!teadj 
Tliit  ha>  njt  wher:  Co  hy  her  head, 

.vnJ  l^it»;ig  woe  bs  mine. 

III. 

It  carries '    I  feel  the  painful  woe  j 
My  eyes,  fwi  >wjyr»jj,  will  S^vr 
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In  filent  grief  again  ; 
"Who  waud'ring  o'er  fume  mountain  drear, 
Nuw  haply  fheds  the  penfive  tear, 

And  calls  on  me  in  vain. 

IV. 

Perhaps,   along  the  lonely  Inores, 
He  now  the  fea's  blue  breaft  explores, 

To  watch  the  dift^nt  fail  : 
Perhaps  on  Sundah's  hills  forlorn, 
He  faints,  \vith  aching  toil  o'erbor;:c  j 

And  .life's  laft  fpirits  fail. 


Ah  !  no — the  cruel  thought  forbear  ! 
Avaunt,  thou  fiend  ok  fell  defpair, 

That  Mnly  death  canft  give  ! 
While  Heaven  eternal  rules  above, 
Almena  yet  may  find  her  love, 

And  i>uiyman  may  live  ! 

{  Sue1!,  Sir,  was  my  life  in  the  caftle 
of  Sevafir;  which  parted  like  the 
waters  of  Zcm!uuuii3  that  in  fome 
places  are  tortured  by  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices, and  in  others  langui/h  in  dull 
liae.  nation.' 


CHAP.    XXV. 


E  travellers  had  now  proceeded 
J[  on  their  way  to  the  valley  of" 
Irwan,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Abdat; 
where  Solyman  propoled  that  they 
iliould  vifit  the  lovers  who  owed  their 
preservation  to  him.  Of  this  he  was 
the  more  defirous,  as  he  had  never  feen 
them,  fince  he  had  firft  recommended 
them  to  the  protection  of"  his  father  ; 
but  the  pleafure  he  propoled  to  himfelf 
from  this  vilit,  arole  not  from  a  deiire 
of  being  flattered  with  their  acknow- 
ledgments, but  of  beholding  and  en- 
joying their  happinefs. 

The  lovers  received  their  benefactor 
with  the  greatest  ardour  of  gratitude} 
but  at  the  fame  time  with  that  delicacy, 
which  proved  it  to  be  fincere  :  they  were 
not  loud  in  their  acknowledgments,  nor 
officious  in  their  compliments  ;  but  yet 
their  attention  to  their  gueits,  mewed 
how  much  they  were  delighted  with 
this  opportunity  of  expreiling  their  re- 
fpecl  tor  Solyman.  The  travellers,  in 
the  mean  time,  were  not  lefs  pleafed 
to  behold  trie  peculiar  happinefs  of  the 
lovers,  who  feemed  to  have  but  one 
heart,  and  one  inclination.  Solyman 
and  A'mena  beheld,  in  themr  a-  pic- 
ture of  themfelves  ;  and  felt  more  icn- 


fibly  their  own  felicity,  when  they  had 
before  them  fo  piealingan  image  of  it. 
The  merchant  too  was  delighted 
with  this  fcene  of  conjugal  happinefs. 
'  Such,'  laid  he  to  Solyman,  «  are  the 
'  genuine  fruits  of  thoie  alliances 
'  which  are  made  by  love.  V/hen  I 
'  behold  them,  I  blulli  for  myfelf  and 
'  for  my  countrymen  j  for  Jove,  ge- 
'  naine  love,  as  if  it  were  no  longer 
'  a  paffion  eflential  to  human  nature, 
'  is  looked  upon  as  an  Utopian  idea, 
'  exifting  only  in  the  imagination  of 
'  poets  and  enthufialts :  hence,  every 
'  tendency  to  it  is  ridiculed  as  roman- 
'  tick,  and  modern  marriages  are  only 
'  contrails  of  convenience.  A  Biiiilii 
'  lady  is  expofed  to  fale  5  and  if  (he  has 

*  a  good  perlbn,  as  well  as  an  ample 
'  fortune,  me  hopes  by  that  addition 
'  only  10  fetch  a  higher  price,  and  make 
'  a  better  market.     This,  however,  it 
'  mult.be  owned,  is  not  the  foible. of 
'  the  women  only  ;   the  men  are  equal- 
'  ly,  if  not  more  mercenary ;  and  have, 
'  if  pofiible,  more  felfifh  views  in  their 
'  marriages  :  fo  that,  in  this  cafe,  cun- 
4    ning    is   only    oppofed    to   cunning. 
'  All  this  proceeds  from  that  miichie- 
c  vons  opinion,  which  meafures  hap- 
'  pinefs  by  the  pofTelfuns  of  fortune. 
^  Hence,  that  mutual  coldnefs  and  in- 
'  difference,  which  both  experience  be- 
'  fore  the  marriage   torch  is  extinct  : 

*  from  new  acquisitions  of  wealth,  each 
'  expefts  new  degrees  of  felicity,  and 

*  both   are   diiappointed  j    when   they 

*  find  themfelves  miltaken,  deltitute  of 
'  that  affectionate  tendernefs  which  en- 

*  dears  the  married  ftate,  they  look  up- 
4  on   each  other  as   the   caule  of  dil- 
'  content,  '  and    difgult    and    averiion 

*  fucceed.    Thus,  they  facririce  to  va- 
'  nity,  and  jeapt he-fruits  of  it  I' 

From  the  village  of  Abdat,  Soly- 
man and  Almena,  uith  their  friend 
the  merchant,  proceeded  to  the  valley 
of  Irwan,  where  they  found  the  aged 
Ardavan  itill  living,  and  enjoying  all 
the  faculties  of  nature.  The  benevo- 
lent fage  rejoiced  to  receive  his  fon,  not 
only  faf'e  from  the  dangers  of  travel, 
but  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  love  j 
and  with  a  heart  full  of  tendernefs,  he 
thus  conferred  on  both  his  paternal 
benediclion  : 

'  Children  of  the  heart,  and  comfort 
*  of  the  years  of  Ardavan  !  Solyman 
'  ihail  be  as  the  lun,  when  he  cometh 
'  from  the  chambers  of  the  ealt,  when 

«  he 
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*  he   fpreadeth   his    glories   over   the 
«  waves  of  Lkinges:   my  Ion  (hall  be 
«  as  the  Euphrates,  the  i  iverof  pfenty, 
«   who.-  .ii-e    the    cK'ii.rlir   ot  a 
'  thoufand  im-adows  ;   he  lh:ill  be  Jike 

*  the  roe    upon   the    mountains,    that 

•:th  in  the  vigour  of  his  heart, 
'  and  faith  to  the  fence  of  the  huf- 
«  bandman,  "  What  art  thou?"  His 
'  head  (hall  be  crowned  with  the  rays 
«  of  Mithra  ;  becaufe  his  heart  melted 
«  with  compafTion,  and  hecaufe  his 

*  h.ind  was  Ittetched   forth    to  relieve 
'  the  children  of  affliction  ! 

«   Almena  is  fair-r  than  the  women 

*  of  the  E.ilt ;  (he  is  more  virtuous  than 

*  the  daughters  of  men  :   love  dwelleth 
«  in  her  heart,   and  benevolence  fitteth 
«  in  her  eye.     She  (hall  be  like  the  tree 
'  that  droppeth  balm  upon  the  flowers 
«  of  Irwan  j  as  the  (tar  of  the  evening 

*  reflected  from  the  river.     Her  coun- 

iiice  mall  be  plealant  as  the  calm 
'  furface  of  the  ocean,  when  the  gilded 
«  clouds  of  evening  blaze  upon  it's 
'  bofo'm  :  (he  (hall  be  as  the  moon, 

*  when  fhr  lendeth  her  rays  to  the  tra- 
'  veller,  and  flieddeth  a  mild  light  over 
«  the  groves  and  vallies.  Her  voice  mall 
«  be  as  the  voice  of  the  turtle,  calling 
«  to  her  mate  in  the  thickets  of  the  fo- 
«  reft.  Like  the  Irars  that  furround  the 
'  chariot  of  the  moon,  mall  be  the  chil- 
'  dren  of  Almena  ;  beautiful   as  the 
«  plants  of  the  cedar,  and  fprightly  as 
«  the  fawus  upon  the  mountains  !' 

Thus  blefled  by  the  voice  of  Ar- 
davan,  and  happy  in  themfelves,  the 
virtuous  Solyman  and  Almena  live  in 
the  valley  of  Irwan  !  Each  day  is  en- 
deared by  the  delights  of  tender  love  ; 
and  the  remembrance  of  pad  diftrifl'^s 
is  attendeu  only  with  the  p leafing  fen- 
fations  of  gratitude  to  that  Being,  whole 
providence  is  over  all  his  works. 


HYMN  TO  THE  ETERNAL  PROVI- 
DENCE. 

I. 

LI  F  E  of  the  world,  immortal  mind  ! 
Father  of  all  the  human  kind ; 
\Vholc  bounol-fs  eye,  that  knows  no  reft, 
Intent  on  Nature  s  ample  bread, 


Explores  the  fyace  of  rjrth  and  (klu, 
And  fees  eternal  incenfc  rife! 
To  thee,  my  humble  voice  I  raife: 
Fi.r,jivek  while  J  prefume  to  praife. 

II. 

Though  fliort  the  life  thy  goodneCs  gavc> 
And  luon  Ucfcending  to  the  grave  ; 
Yet  'twas  thy  bounty,  ftill,  to  give 
A  being  lhat  can  think  and  live  j 
In  all  thy  works  thy  wildom  fee, 
And  ilrctch  it's  tow'ring  mind  to  thee  ! 
To  thce,  my  humble  voice  I  raife  : 
Forgive,  while  1  prefume  to  praile. 

III. 

And  ftill  this  poor  contracted  fpan, 
This  life,  that  bears  the  name  of  man  } 
From  thee  derives  it's  vital  ray, 
Eternal' fource  of  life  and  day  ! 
Thy  bounty  ftill  the  lunfliine  pours, 
That  gilds  it's  morn  and  evening  hours. 
To  thee  my  humble  voice  1  raife  : 
Forgive,  while  1  prefume  to  praife. 

IV. 

Through    Error's   maze,     through    Folly's 

night, 

The  lamp  of  Reafon  lends  me  light. 
When  Hern  Affliction  waves  her  rod, 
My  heart  confides  in  dice,  my  God  ! 
\V;,e.i  Nature  fluinks,  upprelVd  with  woes  s 
li'en  then  ihc  rluJi  ia  thee  repofe. 
To  thee,  my  hum,  ic  v.,icc  1  raife  : 
For&ive,  while  1  preiutpc  to  pr<ui'«. 

V. 

Affliction  flic's,  and  Hope  returns ; 
Her  lamp  with  brighter  fplendor  burns. 
Gay  Love,  with  all  his  fmiling  train. 
And  Peace,  and  Joy,  are  here  again. 
Thefe,  tlv.l'e,  i  know,  'twas  thine  to  give  : 
1  nutled  ;  and,  behold  !   1  live. 
To  th««,  iny  humble  voice  I  raife  : 
Forgive,  wmlc  i  prcfuuie  to  praile. 

VI. 

O  may  I  flill  thy  favour  prove ! 
Stiil  grant  me  G latitude  and  Love. 

•ruth  and  Virtue  guide  my  heart; 
Nor  Peace,  nor  Hope,  nor  Joy  depart. 
But  yet,  whate'er  my  lite  may  be, 
M)  heart  (hall  Hill  repofe  on  thee  ! 

.iee  my  humble  voice  1  raife : 
Forgive,  -while  I  prefuoie  to  praife  ' 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THERE  are.  an  hundred  faults  in  this  Thing,  and  an  hun- 
dred things  might  be  faid  to  prove  them  beauties.  But  it 
is  needlefs.  A  book  may  be  amufing  with  numerous  errors,  or  it 
may  be  very  dull  without  a  fingle  abfurdity.  The  hero  of  this 
piece  unites  in  himfelf  the  three  greateft  characters  upon  earth  ;  he 
is  a  prieft,  an  hufbandman,  and  the  father  of  a  family.  He  is 
drawn  as  ready  to  teach,  and  ready  to  obey,  as  fimple  in  affluence, 
and  majeftick  in  adverfity.  In  this  age  of  opulence  and  refinement 
whom  can  fuch  a  character  pleafe?  buch  as  are  fond  of  high  life, 
will  turn  with  difdain  from  the  fimplicity  of  his  country  fire-fide; 
fuch  as  miftake  ribaldry  for  humour,  will  find  no  wit  in  his 
harmlefs  cohverfation  ;  and  fuch  as  have  been  taught  to  deride  re- 
ligion, will  laugh  at  one  whofe  chief  ftores  of  comfort  are  drawn 
from  futurity. 
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CHAP.    I. 

THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  FA- 
MILY OF  WAKEFIELD  J  IN  WHICH 
A  KINDRED  LIKENESS  PREVAILS 
AS  WELL  OF  MINDS  AS  OF  PER- 
SONS. 


\ 


ever  of  opinion,  that 
the  honeft  man  who  mar- 
I  <f  ried  and  brought  up  a 
large  family,  did  more 
fervice  than  he  who  con- 
tinued fingle,  and  only 
talked  of  population.  From  this  mo- 
tive, I  had  fcarce  taken  orders  a  year, 
before  I  began  to  think  ferioufly  of 
matrimony,  and  chofe  my  wife  as  me 
did  her  wedding  gown,  not  for  a  fine 
glofTy  furface,  but  fuch  qualities  as 
would  wear  well.  To  do  her  juftice, 
fhe  was  a  good-natured  notable  wo- 
man ;  and  as  for  breeding,  there  were 
few  country  ladies  who  could  mew 
more.  She  could  read  any  Englifli 
book  without  much  fpelling;  but  for 
pickling,  preferring,  and  cookery,  none 
could  excel  her.  She  prided  herlelf 
alfo  upon  being  an  excellent  contriver 
in  houfe-keeping;  though  I  could  never 
find  that  we  grew  richer  with  all  her 
contrivances. 

However,  we  loved  each  other  ten- 
derly, and  our  fondnefs  encreafed,  as 
we  grew  old.  There  was  in  fa£k  no- 
thing that  could  make  us  angry  with 
the  world,  or  each  other.  We  had  an 
elegant  houfe,  fituated  in  a  fine  coiin- 
•  y.  and  a  good  neighbourhood.  The 
Tear  was  fnent  in  a  moral  or  rural  o- 


mufement;  in  vifiting  our  rich  neigh- 
bours, and  relieving  fuch  as  were  poor. 
We  had  no  revolutions  to  fear,  nor 
fatigues  to  undergo}  all  our  adven- 
tures were  by  the  fire-fide,  and  all  our 
migrations  from  the  blue  bed  to  the 
brown. 

As  we  lived  near  the  road,  we  often 
had  the  traveller  or  ftrangervifit  us  to 
tafte  our  goofe-berry-wine,  for  which 
we  had  great  reputation ;  and  I  profefs, 
with  the  veracity  of  an  hiilorian,  that 
I  never  knew  one  of  them  find  fault 
with  it.  Our  coufins  too,  even  to  the 
fortieth  remove,  all  remembered  their 
affinity,  without  any  help  from  the 
herald's  office,  and  came  very  frequent- 
ly to  fee  us.  Some  of  them  did  us  no 
great  honour  by  thefe  claims  of  kin* 
dred ;  as  we  had  the  blind,  the  maim- 
ed, and  the  halt,  amongft  the  number. 
However,  my  wife  always  infiited  that 
as  they  were  the  fame  flejb  and  blood* 
they  fliould  fit  with  us  at  the  fame  table. 
So  that  if  we  had  not  very  rich,  we 
generally  had  very  happy  friends  about 
us  ;  for  this  remark  will  hold  good 
through  life,  that  the  poorer  the  guett, 
the  better  pleafed  he  ever  is  with  being 
treated  ;  and  as  fome  men  gaze  with 
admiration  at  the  colours  of  a  tulip,  or 
the  wing  of  a  butterfly,  Ib  I  was  by 
nature  an  admirer  of  happy  human 
faces.  However,  when  any  one  of  our 
relations  was  found  to  be  a  peiTon  of 
a  very  bad  character,  a  troublefome 
gueft,  or  one  we  defired  to  get  rid  of, 
upon  his  leaving  my  houfe,  I  ever  took 
care  to  lend  him  a  riding-coat,  or  a 
oair  of  boots,  or  fometimes  a  horfe  of 
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final!  value,  and  I  always  had  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  finding  he  never  carne 
back,  to  return  them.  By  this  thehoufe 
was  cleared  of  fuch,  as  we  did  not  like  ; 
but  never  was  the  family  of  Wakefield 
known  to  turn  the  traveller  orthepoor 
dependant  out  of  doors. 

Thus  we  lived  feverai  years  in  a  (late 
of  much  h-appi net's,  not  but  that  we 
fomctirnes  had  tliofe  Ifttle  rubs  whicli 
Providence  fends  to  enhance  tlie  value 
«f  it's  favours.  My  orchard  was  often 
•ebbed  by  fchool-boys,  and  my  wife's 
cuftards  plundered  by  the  cats  or  the 
children.  The  1'quire  would  fome- 
times  fall  afleep  in  the  moll  patheticlc 
parts  of  my  fermon,  or  his  lady  re- 
turn my  wire's  civilities  at  church  with 
a  mutilated  cmdcy.  But  we  foon  got 
over  the  unealinefs  caufed  by  iuch  ac- 
cidents, and  ufually  in  three  or  four 
days  began  towonderhowthry  vext  us. 

My  children,  the  offspring  of  tem- 
perance, as  they  were  educated  without 
ibftnefs,  fo  they  were  at  once  well 
formed  and  healthy  ;  my  ions  hardy 
and  active,  my  daughters  beau;iful  and 
blooming.  When  I  ftood  in  the  midft 
of  the  little  circle,  which  promifed  to 
be  the  fupports  of  my  declining  age,  I 
could  not  avoid  repeating  the  famous 
ttory  of  Count  Abenfberg,  -who,  in 
Henry  II. 's  progrd's  through  Germany, 
while  other  courtiers  came  with  their 
treafurts,  brought  his  thirty-two  chil- 
dren, and  prel'ented  them  to  his  love- 
reign  as  the  mod  valuable  offering  he 
had  to  beftow.  In  this  manner,  though 
I  had  but  fix,  I  confidered  them  as  a 
very  valuable  prefent  made  to  my  coun- 
try, and  confequently  looked  upon  it 
as  my  debtor.  Our  eldell  fon  was 
named  George  after  his  uncle,  who  left 
us  ten  thoufand  pounds.  Our  fecond 
child,  a  girl,  I  intended  to  call  after 
her  aunt  Griffel ;  but  my  wife,  who 
during  her  pregnancy  had  been  read- 
ing ro.oances,  infilled  upon  her  being 
called  Olivia.  In  Jefs  than  another 
year  we  had  another  daughter,  and 
now  I  was  determined  that  Giiffel 
Ihould  be  her  name;  but  a  rick  relation 
taking  a  fancy  to  Hand  godmother,  the 
girl  was,  by  her  directions,  called  So- 
phia :  fo  that  we  had  two  romantick 
names  in  the  family  ;  but  I  folemnly 
proted  I  had  no  hand  in  it.  Mofes 
was  our  nextj  and  after  an  interval  of 
twelve  years,  we  had  two  Tons  more. 


It  would  be  fruitlefs  to  deny  my  ex- 
ultation when    I  faw  my  little  ones 
about  me  ;  but  the  vanity  and  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  my  wife  were  even  greater 
than  mine.     When  our  vifitors  would 
fay,    *  Well,    upon  my   word,  Mrs. 
Primrofe,  you  have   the  finell  chil- 
dren in  the  whole  country.'—'  Aye, 
neighbour,' (he  would  anfwer,  '  they 
are  as  Heaven  made  them,  handfome 
enough^  if  they  be  good  enough  ;  for 
handlbme  is,   that  handfome  does  !* 
And  then  (Ke  would  bid  the  girls  hold 
up  their  heads;    who,  to  conceal  no- 
thing, were   certainly  very  handlbme. 
Mere  outlide  is  fo  very  trifling  a  cir- 
cumftance  with  me,  that  I  mould  fcarce 
have  remembered  to  mention  it,  had 
it  not  been  a  general  topick  of  conver- 
fation    in   the  country.     Olivia,  now 
about  eighteen,  had  that  luxuriancy  of 
beauty   with  which   painters  generally 
draw  Hebej  opej,  fprightly,  and  com- 
manding. Sophia's   features  were   not 
fo  Itriking  at  firil  j  but  often  did  more 
certain  execution  ;    for  they  were  foft, 
modelt,    and- alluring.     The  one  van- 
q'uifhed  by  a  fingle  blow,  the  other  by 
efforts  fuccefsfully  repeated. 

The  temper  of  a  woman  is  generally 
formed  from  the  turn  of  her  features  j 
at  lealt,  it  was  fo  with  my  daughters. 
Olivia  wiflied  for  many  lovers,  Sophia 
to  lecure  one.  Olivia  was  often  af- 
fecteU  from  too  great  a  defire  to  pleafe. 
Sophia  evSn  reprefled  excellence,  from 
her  fears  to  offend.  The  one  enter- 
tained me  with  her  vivacity  when  I 
was  g'iy,  the  other  with  her  fenfewhen. 
I  was  lerious.  But  thefe  qualities  were 
never  carried  to  excels  in  either,  and 
1  have  often  feen  them  exchange  cha- 
racters for  a  whole  day  together.  A 
fuit  of  mourning  has  transformed  my 
coquet  into  a  prude,  and  a  new  let  of 
ribbands  nas  given  her  youngetl  filler 
more  than  natural  vivacity.  My  eld- 
ell  fon,  George,  was  bred  at  Oxford, 
as  I  intended  him  for  one  of  the  learned 
profeflions.  My  fecond  boy,  Mofes, 
whom  I  defigned  for  bufinefs,  received 
a  fort  of  a  miicellaneous  education  at 
home.  But  -it  is  neediefs  to  attempt 
defcribing  the  particular  characters  of 
young  ptopie  that  had  feen  but  very 
little  of  the  world.  In  fhoit,  a  family 
likenefs  prevailed  through  all  }  and, 
properly  fpeaking,  tiiey  had  but  one 
character,  that  ot  being  ail  equally  ge- 
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C  H  A  P.     II. 

FA"/ILY  MISFORTUNES.     THE  LOSS 
ONLY    SERVtS    TO 
INCREASE    THK     PK.1DE     OK    THE 
WORTHY. 

THE  temporal  concerns  of  our  fa- 
mily were  chit-fly  committed  to 
my  wife's  management  ;  as  to  the  fpi- 
ritual,  I  took  them  entirely  under  my 
owii  direction.    The  profits  of  my  liv- 

•.  hich  amounted  to  about  thirty- 
five  pounds  a  yt-ar,  I  made  over  to  the 
orphans  and  widows  of  the  clergy  of 
our  diocefe  ;  for  having  a  fufftcient 
fortune  of  my  own,  I  was  carelefs  of 

:\ihties,  and  felt  a  fecret  pleafure 
in  doing  my  duty  without  reward.  I 
allb  let  a  refolution  of  keeping  no  cu- 
ind  of  beinsj  acquainted  with 
every  man  in  the  p;iriih,  exhorting  the 
married  men  to  't-mperance,  and  the. 
batchelors  to  matrimony  ;  fo  that  in  a 
few  years  it  was  a  common  laying,  that 
there  were  three  ftrang.?  wants  at  Wake- 
field,  a  paribn  wanting  pride,  young 
men  wanting  wives,  and  ale-houfes 
wanting  cuitomers. 

Matrimony  was  always  one  of  my 
favourite  topicks,  and  I  wrote  fcveral 
fermons  to  prove  it's  happinefs  :  but 
there  was  a  peculiar  tenet  which  I  made 
a  point  of  fuppoiting  ;  for  I  maintain- 
ed with  Whiiron,  th.it  it  was  unlawful 
for  a  prieit  of  the  church  or  England, 
after  the  death  of  his  firil  wife,  to 
take  a  fecond  ;  or,  to  exprefs  it  in  one 
word,  I  valued  my  felt  upon  being  a 
ftiiit  monogamilL 

i  w;is  early  initiated  into  :his  im- 
portant difpute,  on  which  fo  many  la- 
borious volumes  have  been  written.  I 
published  fome  trails  upon  the  fuhject 
tnyfelf,  which,  as  they  never  fold,  I 
have  the  confolation  of  thinking  are 
read  only  by  the  happy/?-tt/.  So:ne  of 
my  friends  called  this  my  weak  lide  ; 
but,  alas  !  they  had  not  like  me  made  it 
the  (object  of  looo ;  contemplat.on.  The 
more  I  reflected  upwii  it,  the  more  im- 
portant it  appealed.  I  even  went  a  (trp 
beyond  Whilion  in  displaying  my  pnu- 
ciphs  :  as  he  hiJ  tngi.iveu  ujx'ii  his 
wife's  tomb  that  Ihe  was  the  only  wife 


of  William  Wliiilon  ;  fo  I  wrote  a  (1- 
milar  epitaph  for  my  wife,  though  ftill 
living,  in  which  I  extolled  her  piu- 
dence,  ccconmny,  and  obedierice  till 
death;  and  having  got  it  copied  fair, 
vith"  an  elegant  frame,  it  was  placed 
over  the  chimney-piece,  whae  it  an- 
fwered  feveral  very  ulVful  pmpofes.  It 
admoni/hrd  my  wife  of  her  duty  to  me, 
and  my  fidelity  to  her;  it  infpired  her1 
with  a  p:,  Mi  on  for  fame,  and  conlhntly 
put  her  in  mind  of  her  end. 

It  was  thus,  perhaps,  from  hearing 
marriage  fo  often  recommended,  that 
my  eldeft  fon,  juft  upon  leaving  col- 
lege, fixed  his  affections  upon  the 
daughter  of  a  neighbouring  clergyman., 
who  was  a  dignitary  in  the  church,  and 
in  'circumftances  to  give  her  a  large 
fortune:  but  fortune  was  her  fmallett 
accomplishment.  Mifs  Arabella  \Vil- 
mot  was  allowed  by  all  (except  my  two 
daughters)  to  be  complcatly  pretty. 
Her  youth,  health,  and  innocence,  were 
(till  heightened  by  a  complexion  fo 
tranfp.ircnt,  and  fuch  an  happy  fenli- 
biiity  of  look,  as  e~ven  age  could 
not  gaze  on  with  indifference.  As 
Mr.  Wjlmot  knew  that  I  could  make 
a  very  hand  fome  fettlement  on  my  ion, 
he  was  not  averfe  to  the  match  ;  fo 
both  families  lived  together  in  ail  that 
•.iy  which  generally  precedes  an 
1  alliance.  Being  convinced  by 
experience  that  the  days  cf  courtlliip 
are  the  molt  happy  of  our  lives,  I  was 
willing  enough  to  lengthen  the  period; 
and  the  various  amtifements  which  the 
young  couple  evirry  day  fhared  in  cadi 
othtn's  company,  -feemed  to  increafe 
their  pallion.  We  were  generally  a- 
waketl  in  the  morning  by  mufick,  and 
on  fine  uays  rode  a  hunting.  The  hours 
between  breakfaft  and  dinner  the  ladi,s 
devoted  to  drefs  and  ftudy  :  they  ufu- 
ally  itad  a  page,  and  then  gazed  at 
themfl-lves  in  the  g'ai's,  which  even  phi- 
lofo])hers  might  own  often  prefcnted  the 
'  greatcft  beauty.  At  dinner  my 
wife  took  the  lead  ;  for,  as  fhe  always 
indited  upon  carvulg  every  thing  her- 
felf,  it  being  her  mcthsr's  way,  fhe  gave 
us  rpon  tlu.f  occafions  the  hiftory  of 
every  difli.  When  we  had  dined,  to 
j'i-i  vi.m  ih'.-  ladies  leaving  us,  I  gene- 
rally ordered  the  table  to  be  reer. 
awd  fometimes,with  the mutick-m  liter's 
allitiance,  tlic  girls  would  give  us  a  ve\f 
agreeable  concert.  Walkingctit, drink- 
ing tea,  country  dances,  and  forfeits, 
B  £hoi  iciud 
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fliortened  the  reft  of  the  day,  without 
the  afllttance  of  cards,  as  I  hated  all 
manner  of  gaming,  except  back-gam- 
mon, at  which  my  old  friend  and  I 
fometimes  took  a  twopenny  hit.  Nor 
can  I  here  pafs  over  an  ominous  cir- 
cumftance  that  happened  the  laft  tirne 
we  played  together;  I  only  wanted  to 
fling  a  quatre,  and  yet  I  threw  deuce 
ace  five  times  running. 

Some  months  were  elapfed  in  this 
manner,  till  at  laft  it  was  thought  con- 
venient to  fix  a  day  for  the  nuptials  ef 
the  young  couple,  who  feemed  earnestly 
to  defire  it.  During  the  preparations 
for  the  wedding,  I  need  not  del'cribe 
the  bufy  importance  of  my  wife,  nor 
the  fly  looks  of  my  daughters  :  in  fa£t, 
my  attention  was  fixed  on  another  ob- 
ject, the  compleating  a  tracT:  which  I  in- 
tended fhortly  to  publifh  in  defence  of  my 
favourite  principle.  As  I  looked  upon 
this  as  a  mailer-piece  both  for  argument 
and  ftyle,  I  could  not  in  the  pride  of 
my  heart  avoid  mewing  it  to  my  old 
friend  Mr.  Wilmot,  as  I  made  no 
doubt  of  receiving  his  approbation  < 
but  not  till_too  late,  I  dil'covered  that 
he  was  moft  violently  attached  to  the 
contrary  opinion,  and  with  good  rea- 
fon  ;  for  he  was  at  that  time  actually 
courting  a  fourth  wife.  This,  as  may 
be  expected,  produced  a  difpute  at- 
tended with  fome  acrimony,  which 
threatened  to  interrupt  our  intended 
alliance  j  but  on  the  day  before  that 
appointed  for  the  ceremony,  we  agreed 
to  difcufs  the  fubject  at  large. 

It  was  managed  with  proper  fpirit  on 
both  fides  :    he  aflerted  that  I  was  he- 
terodox, I  retorted  the  charge  ;  he  re- 
plied, and  I  rejoined.     In  the  mean 
time,  while  the  controverfy  was  hotted, 
I  was  called  out  by  one  of  my  relations, 
who,  with  a  face  of  concern,  advifed 
me  to  give  up  the  difpute,   at  leaft  till 
my  ion's  wedding  was  over.     *  How,' 
cried  I,  '  relinquish  the  caufe  of  truth, 
and  let   him  be  a  hufband,    already 
driven  to  the  very  verge  of  abfurdity. 
You  might  as  well  advife  me  to  give 
up  my  fortune  as  my  argument.'— 
Your  fortune,'   returned  my  friend, 
I  am  now  lorry  to  inform  you,  is  al- 
moft  nothing.  The  merchant  in  town, 
in  whofe  hands  your  money  was  lodg- 
ed, has  gone  oft",  to  avoid   a  ftatute 
of  bankruptcy,  and  is  thought  not 
to  have  left  a  (hilling  in  the  pound. 
I  was  unwilling  to  fhock  you  or  the 


family  with  the  account  till  after  the 
wedding :  but  now  it  may  ferve  to 
moderate  your  warmth  in  the  argu- 
ment ;  for,  I  fuppofe,  your  own  pru- 
dence will  enforce  the  neceflity  of 
difiembling,  at  leaft  till  your  fon 
has  the  young  lady's  fortune  fe- 
cure.'  — «  Well,'  returned  I,  '  if 
what  you  tell  me  be  true,  and  if  I  am 
to~  be  a  beggar,  it  fha41  never  make 
me  a  rafcal,  or  induce  me  to  diiavow 
my  principles.  I'll  go  this  moment, 
and  inform  the  company  of  my  cir- 
cumftances  ;  and  as  for  the  argument, 
I  even  here  retracl  my  former  con- 
ceflions  in  theold  gentleman's  favour, 
nor  will  I  allow  him  now  to  bf  a 
hufband  in  any  fenfe  of  the  expref- 

r         j 

lion. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe  the 
different  fenfations  of  both  families- 
when  I  divulged  the  news  of  our  mif- 
fortune ;  but  what  others  felt  was  flight 
to  what  the  lovers  appeared  to  endure. 
Mr.  Wilmot,  who  feemed  before  fuf- 
ficiently  inclined  to  break  off  the  match, 
was  by  this  blow  foon  determined  :  one 
virtue  he  had  in  perfection,  which  was 
prudence;  too  often  the  only  one  that 
is  left  us  at  ieventy-two. 


CHAP.     III. 

A  MIGRATION.  THE  FORTUNATE 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  OUR  LIVES 
ARE  GENERALLY  FOUND  AT  LAST 
TO  BE  OF  OUR.  OWN  PROCURING^.. 

TH  E  only  hope  of  our  family  now 
was,  that  the  report  of  our  mif- 
foi  tunes  might  be  malicious  or  prema- 
ture :  but  a  letter  from  my  agent  in 
town  foon  came  with  a  confirmation  of 
every  particular.  The  lofs  of  fortune 
to  mylelf  alone  would  have  been  tri- 
fling; the  only  uneafiuefs  I  felt  was  for 
my  family,  who  were  to  be  humble 
without  an  education  to  render  them 
callous  to  contempt. 

Near  a  fortnight  had  pafled  before  I 
attempted  to  reltrain  their  affliction  j 
for  premature  conlblation  is  but  the  re- 
membrancer of  fonow.  During  this 
interval,  my  thoughts  were  employed 
on  fome  future  means  of  Supporting 
them  ;  and  at  laft  a  fmall  cure  of  fifteen 
pounds  a  year  was  offered  me  in  a  dif- 
tant  neighbourhood  where  I  could  ftill 
enjoy  my  principle  without  molefta- 

tion. 
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*ion.     With   this   propofal  I  joyfully 
',  having  determined  to   increafe 
my  falary,  by  managing  a  little  farm. 
Having  taken  this  refutation,  my  next 
.is  to  get  together  the  wrecks  of 
my  fortune  }  and  all  debts  collected  and 
paid,  out  of  fourteen  thoufand  pounds, 
we  had   but  four  hundred  remaining. 
My  chief  attention  therefore  was  now 
to  bring  down  the  pride  of  my  family 
to  their  circumftances  }  for  I  well  knew 
that  alpiring  beggary  is  wretchednefs 
itfelf.     *  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  my 
children,'  cried  I,  'that  no  prudence 
of  ours  could  have  prevented  our  late 
misfortune  ;  but   prudence  may    do 
much    in   disappointing   it's    effefts. 
We  are   now  poor,    my    fondlings, 
and  wifdom  bids  us  conform  to  our 
humble  fituation.  Let  us  then,  with- 
out repining, give  upthofcfplendours 
with  which  numbers  are  wretched, 
and  feck  in  humbler  circumflances 
-that  peace  with  which  all   may  be 
happy.  Thepoorlive  plealantly  with- 
out our  help,  why  then  mould  not 
we  learn  to  live  without  theirs!  No, 
my  children,  let  us  from  this  moment 
give  up  all  pretenfions  to  gentility  ; 
we  have  ftill  enough  left  for  happinefs 
if  we  are  wife,  and  let  us  draw  upon 
content  for  the   deficiencies  of  for- 
tune.' 

As  my  eldeft  fon  was  bred  a  fcholar, 
I  determined   to    fend   him   to   town, 
where    his  abilities   might   contribute 
to  our  fupport  and  his    own.      The 
fepnration  of  friends  and  families,  is, 
perhaps,   one   of  the   moll   diltrefsful 
circumftances    attendant    on    penury. 
The  day  foon  arrived  on  which  we  were 
to  difperfe  for  the  fir  ft  time.     My  fon, 
after  taking  leave  of  his  mother  and  the 
reft,  who  mingled  their  tears  with  their 
kifles,  came  to  alk  a  blefTing  from  me. 
This  I  gave  him  from  my  heart ;  and 
which,  added  to  five  guineas,  was  all 
the  patrimony  I  had  now  to  beftow. 
You   are  going,  my  boy,*  cried   I, 
to  London  on   foot,  in  the  manner 
Hooker,    your  great  anceftor,    tra- 
velled there  before  you.     Take  from 
me  the  fame  horfe   that  was  given 
him  by  the  good  Bifhnp  Jewel,  this 
ftaff,  and  take  this  book  too,  it  will 
be  your  comfort  on  the  way  :  thel'e 
two  lines  in  it  are  woith  a  million  j 
/  have  been  young  and  no-iu  am  old ; 
yet  never  fa-iv  I  the  righteous  man  for- 
Jftknt  or  bis  feed  begging  thtir 


Let  this  be  your  confolation  as  you 
travel  on.     Go,   my  boy  j  whatever 
be  thy  fortune,  let  me  fee  thee  once 
a  year}  Hill  keep  a  good  heart,  and 
farewel !'     As  he  was  poflTefTed  of  in- 
tegrity and   honour,   I  was   under  no 
apprcheniions  from  throwing  him  naked 
into  the  amphitheatre  of   life  ;   for   I 
knew  he  would  acl  a  good  part,  whether 
vanquimed  or  victorious. 

His  departure  only  prepared  the  way 
for  our  own,  which  arrived  a  few  days 
afterwards.    The  leaving  a  neighbour- 
hood in  which  we  had  enjoyed  fo  many 
hours  of  tranquillity,  was  not  without 
a   tear,    which   fcarce    fortitude    iti'clf 
could  fupprefs.     Bdides,  a  journey  of 
feventy  miles  to  a  family  that  had  hi- 
therto never  been  above  ten  from  home, 
filled  tis    with  apprehenfion,    and  the 
cries  of  the  poor,  who  followed  us  for 
fome  miles,  contributed  to  encreafe  it. 
The  fidt  day's  journey  brought  us  in 
fafety  within  thirty  miles  of   our  fu- 
ture retreat,  and   we  put  up  for  the 
night  at  an  obfcure  inn  in  a  village  by 
the  way.  When  we  were /hewn  a  room, 
I  defired  the  landlord,  in  my  ufual  way, 
to  let  us  have  his  company,  with  which 
he  complied,  as  what  he  drank  would 
increafe  the   bill    next  morning.     He 
knew,  however,   the  whole  neighbour- 
hood to  which  I  was  removing,  par- 
ticularly  Squire  Thornhill,  who  was 
to    be   my    landlord,    and   who    lived 
within  a  few  miles  of"  the  place.    This 
gentleman  he  defcribed  as  one  who  de- 
fired  to  know  little  more  of  the  world 
than  it's  plealures,  being  particularly 
remarkable  for  his  attachment  to  the 
fair-lex.     He  obferved,  that  no  virtue 
was  able  to  refift  his  arts  and  afliduity, 
and  that   fcarce    a  farmer's   daughter 
within  ten  miles  round  but  what  had 
found    him    luccefsful   and    faithlefs. 
Though    this  account  gave  me  fome 
pain,  it  had  a  very  different  effeft  upon 
my  daughters,  whofe  features  leemed 
to  brighten  with  the  expectation  of  an 
approaching  triumph  ;  nor  was  my  wife 
lefs    plealed    and    confident    of    their 
allurements  and   virtue.     While   our 
thoughts  were  thus  employed,  the  hol- 
tefs   entered    the  room  to   inform  her 
hufband,  that  the  ftrange  gentleman, 
who  had  been  two  days  in  the  houfc, 
wanted  money,  and  could   not  fatisfy 
them  for  his  reckoning.     4  Want  im>- 
«  ney.!'  replied   the   holt,  «    that   muit 
1  be  impollible ;  tor  it  was  no  later    » 
1>  i  •  than 
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f  than  yefterday  he  paid  three  guineas 

*  to  our  beadle  to  fpare  an  old  broken 

*  foldier    that    was    to     be  ,  whipped 
.'  through  the  town  for  dog-ftealiiu'j,' 
The  hortefs,    however,    (till  perfifting 
in  "her  firft  aflertion,  he  was  preparing 
to  leave  the  room,  fwearing  that  lie 
would  be  fatisfied  one  way  or  another, 
when  I  begged  the  landlord  would  in- 
troduce me  to  a  ftranger  of  fo  much 
charity  as  he  defcribed.     With  this  he 
complied,  (hewing  in  a  gentleman  who 
feemed  to  be  about  thirty,   drtfled   in 
.cloaths  that  once  were  laced.  Hisperfon 
\vas  well  formed,  and  his  face  marked 
\vith   the  lines  of  thinking.     He  had 
fomething  fhort  and  dry  in  his  addrefs, 
iand  feemed  not  to  underftand  ceremony, 
or  to  defpiie  it.     Upon  the  landlord's 
leaving  the  room,  I  could  not  avoid 
exprefTing  my  concern  to  the  Itranger 
at  feeing  a  gentleman  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  aniT  offered  him    my  purfe  to 
fatisfy  the  preient  demand.     «  I  take 
«  it  with  all  my  heart,  Sir,'  replied  he, 

*  and  am  glad  that  a  late'  overfight  in 

*  giving  what  money  I  had  about  me, 
'  has   (hewn    me,   that  there  are  (till 

*  fome  men  like  you.     I  mult,  how- 
'  ever,  previoufly  intreat  being  inform- 
'  ed  of  the  name  and  refidence  of  my 
'  benefactor,  in  order  to  repay  him  as 

*  f'oon  as  poffible.'     In   this  I  fatisfied 
him  fully,    not  only  mentioning  my 
name    and    late   misfortune,   but    the 
place  to  which  I  was  going  to  remove. 

*  This,'  cried  he,  «   happens  dill  more 

*  lucky  than  I  hoped  for,  as  I  am  go- 

*  ing  the    fame  way   myfelf,    having 

*  beep  detained  here  two  days  by  the 

*  floods,    which,    I  hope,  by  to-mor- 
'  row,  will  be  found  paifable.'  1  telti- 
f.ed  the  pleafure  J  mould  have  in  his 
company,  and  my  wife  and  daughters 
joining  in   entreaty,  he  was  prevailed 
v.pon  to   (tay  fupper.     The   Granger's 
conversation,  which  was  at  orjce  plea- 
fmg    and   inftru£liv'e,    induced    me   to 
wi/h   for  a  continuance  of  it  ;  but  it 
was  now  high  time  to  retire  and  take 
refreihment  againft  the  fatigues  of  the 
following  day. 

The  next  morning  we  all  fet  forward 
together:  my  family  on  horieback; 
while  Mr.  Burchel],  our  new  compa- 
riion,  walked  along  the  foot-path  by 
t?,e  road  fide,  obferving  with  a  fmile, 
tFiat  as  we  were  ili  mounted,  lie  would 
b»  too  generous  to  attempt  leaving  us 
bpliind.  As  the  floods  were  not  yet 


fubfidedj  we  were  obliged    to    hire  a 
guide,    who    trotted    on    before,    Mr. 
Burchel)  and   J  bringing  up  the  rear. 
We  lightened  the  fatigues  of  the  road 
with   philosophical   dilputes,   which  l)e 
feemed  to   undciitand   perfectly.     But 
what    furprized    me    molt    was,     t!ut 
though  he  was  a  money-borrower,  he 
defended   his  opinions   with   as  much 
obftinacy  as  if  he  had  been  my  patron. 
He  now  and   then  alfo  informed  me  to 
whom  the  different  feats  belonged  that 
lay  in  our  view  as  we  travelled  the  road. 
'   That,'  cried  he,   pointing  to  a  very 
magnificent  houle  which  (tuod  at  fome 
diftance,  '  belongs  to  Mr.  Thornhill, 
a  }  oung  gentleman,    who  enjoys  a 
large  fortune,    though    entirely  de- 
pendant on  the  will  of  his  uncle,  Sir 
William   Thornhill,    a    gentleman, 
who  content  with  a  little  himfelf,  per- 
mits his  nephew  to  enjoy  the  reft,  and 
chiefly  refides  in  town.'—'  What  I* 
rie/d  I,  '  is  my  young  landlord  theu 
the  nephew  of  a  man  whole  virtues, 
generality,    and    figularities,   are  fo 
tmiverfally  kribwn  ?  I  have  heard  Sir 
William    Thornhill    reprefcnted  '  as 
one  of  the  molt  generous,  yet  whim- 
fical  men  in  the  kingdom  ;  a  man  of 
confummafe  benevolence. V— '  Some- 
thing, perhaps,   too   much   fo !'    re- 
died  Mr.  Burchell ;  '<  at  lealt,  he  car- 
ried benevolence  to  an    excels  when 
young;  for  his   pafiions   were    then 
Itrong,  and  as  they  all  were  upon  the 
fide  of  virtue,  they  led  it  up  to  a  ro- 
mantick  extreme.    He  early  began  to 
aim  at  the  qualifications  of  the  fol- 
dier and  the  fcholaf  j  was  foon  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  army,  and  had   fome 
reputation  among  men  of  learning. 
Adulation  ever  follows   the  ambiti- 
ous j  for  fuch  alone  receive  molt  plea- 
fure from  flattery.   He  was  furround- 
ed  with  crowds,  who  (hewed  him  only- 
one  fide  of  their  character  ;  fo  that  hi; 
began  to  lofe  a  regard  for  private  in- 
terelt   in    univerfal    fympathy.      H? 
loved  all  mankind;   for  fortune  pre- 
vented him  from  knowing  that  there 
were  rafcals.     Phyiicians  tell   us  of 
a  diforder  in  which  the  whole   body 
is    fo    exquifitely   fenfible,    that    ihe 
flightelt  touch  gives  pain  :  what  fome 
have  thus  fufFered  in  their  perlons, 
this  gentleman  felt  in  his  mind.  The 
flighteft  diftrefs,  whether  real  or  fic- 
titious,   touched   him    to   the   quick, 
and  his  foul  laboured  under  a  lickly 
«  ieil- 
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fenfibility  of  the  mifeiies  of  others. 
Thus    iliij  lic-ve,  it  will  be 

calilyconjtitiiii.il,  he  tumid  numbers 
fed  to  lolicit.  His  profufiont 
began  to  impair  his  foitune,  inn  not 
Ins  good-nature;  tli.it,  indeed)  was 
:o  increal'e  as  the  oilier  kerned 
to  decay  :  he  grew  improvident  as  he 
gr*w  pour;  and  though  hetalked  like 
a  iii-iii  of  lenle,  his  actions  were  thole 
of  a  tool.  Still,  however,  being  fur- 
rounded  with  importunity,  and  no 
longer  able  to  latisfy  eveiy  requdt 
that  was  made  him,  inltcau  ol  m.ncy 
he  g.ivc  pruinij'fi.  Tae)  were  all  he 
had  to  hi  Uuw,  and  he  had  not  refblu- 
tiun  enough  to  give  any  man  pain  by 
a  denial.  By  this  he  drew  round  kirn 
crowds  of  dependants  whom  he  was 
lure  to  difappoint ;  yet  wilhed  to  re- 
lieve. Thele  hung  upon  him  tor  a 
time,  and  left  him  with  merited  re- 
proaches and  contempt.  But  in  pro- 
portion as  he  became  contemptible 
to  others,  he  became  dtlpicable  to 
himfelf.  His  mind  had  leaned  upon 
their  adulation,  and  that  fupport 
taken  away,  he  could  find  no  plea- 
iure  in  the  applauie  of  his  heart, 
which  he  had  never  learned  to  reve- 
rence. The  world  now  began  to  wear 
a  different  alpecT:  ;  the  flattery  of  his 
friends  began  to  dwindle  into  fimple 
approbation  :  approbation  loon  took 
the  more  friendly  form  of  advice;  and 
advice,  when  rejected,  produced  their 
reproaches.  He  now,  therefore,  found 
that  luch  friends  as  benefits  had  ga- 
thered round  him,  were  little  elti- 
mable  :  he  now  found  that  a  man's 
own  heart  mult  be  ever  given  to  gain 
th.at  of  another.  I  now  found,  that 
— that— -I  forget  what  I  was  going  to 
obleive—  in  jhort,  Sir,  he  reiblved 
to  refpecT:  hiinielf,  and  laid  down  a 
pl.in  of  reltormg  his  falling  fortune. 
For  this  pin  pole,  in  his  own  whim- 
fical  manner,  he  travelled  through 
Europe  on  foot  ;  and  now,  though 
lie  has  Icarce  attained  the  age  of 
thirty,  his  circumftances  are  more 
affluent  than  ever.  At  ureil-nt,  his 
bounties  are  moie  lational  and  mo- 
derate than  before;  but  itill  he  pre- 
ILTVCS  tlie  c!i:u  ;Cler  ot  an  DUnvourift, 
and  tiiuib  moit  pleafure  in  eccentrick 
virtues.* 

My  attention  was  fo  much  taken  up 
by  Mr.  Burch«iri account,  that  1  ICMXC 
Juoked  forward  as  we  wuit  alor.^ 


we  were  alarmed  by  the  crieg  of  my  fa- 
mily; when  tin  i, ii. j;,  I  perceived  my 
yo'jii'.dt  'iauv.li  ci  in  the  inidlt  of  a  ra- 
pid Mi  cam,  thrown  from  her  horfe,  and 
Itruggimg  with  the  torrent.  She  had 
funk  twice,  nor  was  it  in  my  power  to 
dilengage  myleif  in  tinu  to  bring  her 
relief.  My  fcn&UQni  were  even  too 
violent  to  permit  my  attempting  her 
relcue:  me  mult  have  certainly  penlhfd, 
h.id  not  my  companion,  perceiving  her 
danger,  mltuu^y  plunged  in  to  her  re- 
liet,  and,  withiome  difficulty,  brought 
her  in  Ijtety  to  t.'ie  oppolite  Ihore.  By 
taking  the  current  a  little  further  up, 
the  reit  of  the  lauuiy  got  fafi-ly  overj 
where  we  had  an  opportunity  of  joining 
our  acknowledgmcnrs  to  herV  Her 
gi  :ititude  may  be  more  i  eadily  imagined 
titan  ilefciibed:  Ihe  thanked  her  de- 
liverer more  with  looks  than  words,  and 
continued  to  le.m  upon  his  arm,  as  if 
ftill  willing  to  receive  afliltarice.  My 
wife  alfo  hoped  one  day  to  have  the 
pleafure  of  returning  his  kindnefs  at 
her  own  houle.  Thus,,  after  we  were 
refrelhedat  the  next  inn,  and  had  dined 
together,  as  Air.  Burchell  was  going 
to  a  different  part  of  the  country,  he 
took  leave ;  and  we  purlued  our  jour- 
ney ;  my  wife  obferving  as  we  went, 
that  flie  liked  him  extremely,  and  prg- 
teliing,  that  if  he  had  birth  and  foitune 
to  entitle  him  to  match  into  fuch  a  fa- 
mily as  oui's,  (he  knew  no  man  ihe 
would  looucr  iix  u^on.  I  could  not 
but  fmile  to  hear  her  talk  in  this  lotty 
ftrain  :  but  I  was  never  much  diiplealed 
wr.h  thole  harmkls  deluiiuns  that  tend 
to  make  us  more  happy. 


C  II  A  P.     IV. 

A  PROOF  THAT  EVEN  THE  HUM- 
BLEST FORTUNE  MAY  GRANT 
HAPPINESS, WHICH  DEPENDS  NOT 
ON  CIRCUMSTANCE,  BUT  CON- 
STITUTION. 

THE  place  of  our  retreat  was  in  a 
iittie  neighbourhood,  confuting  of 
farmers,  who  tilled  their  own  grounds, 
and  were  equal  Grangers  to  opulence 
and  poverty.  As  they  iud  alinolt  all 
the  conveniences  of  hie  within  tliem- 
lelves,  they  leidom  vifited  towns  or  ci- 
ties in-feurch  ot  iupCi^uities.  Remote 
from  the  polite,  they  Itill  retained  th* 
iimolicity  of  miners  ;  and 
frugal 
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frugal  by  habit,  they  fcarce  knew  that 
temperance  was  avirtue.  They  wrought 
•with  chearfulnefs  on  days  of  labour; 
but  obferved  feftivals  as  intervals  of 
idlenefs  and  pleafure.  They  kept  up 
the  Chnftmas  carol,  fent  true-love- 
knots  on  Valentine  morning,  eat  pan- 
cakes on  Shrove-tide,  Ihewed  their  wit 
on  the  firft  of  April,  and  religioufly 
cracked  nuts  on  Michaelmas  eve.  Being 
apprized  of  our  approach,  the  whole 
neighbourhood  came  out  to  meet  their 
rninifter,  drafted  in  their  fine  cloaths, 
and  preceded  by  a  pipe  and  tabor:  a 
feaft  alfo  was  provided  for  our  reception, 
at  which  we  late  chearfully  down  ;  and 
what  the  converfation  y/anted  in  wit, 
was  made  up  in  laughter. 

Our  little  habitation  was  fituated  at 
the  foot  of  a  doping  hill,  Sheltered  with 
a  beautiful  underwood  behind,  and  a 
pratiiiig  river  before;  on  qne  fide  a 
meadow,  on  the  other  a  green.  My 
farm  confifted  of  about  twenty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  having  given  an  hun- 
dred pounds  for  my  predeceflbr's  good- 
will. Nothing  could  exceed  the  neat- 
uefs  of  my  little  enclofures  :  the  elms 
and  hedge-rows  appearing  with  inex- 
prefiible  beauty.  My  houfe  confifted 
of  but  one  ftory,  and  was  covered  with 
thatch,  which  gave  it  an  air  of  great 
inugnefs  ;  the  walls  on  the  infide  were 
riicely  white-wafhed,  and  my  daughters 
•undertook  to  adorn  them  with  pictures 
of  their  own  defigning.  Though  the 
fame  room  ferved  us  Tor  parlour  and 
kitchen,  that  only  made  it  the  warmer. 
Befides  as  it  was  kept  with  the  utmoft 
neatnei's,  the  diflies,  plates,  and  cop- 
pers, being  well  fcoured,  and  all  difpo- 
led  in  bright  rows  on  the  Ihelves,  the 
eye  was  agreeably  relieved,  and  did  not 
want  richer  furniture.  There  were  three 
other  apartments;  one  for  my  wife  and 
me,  another  for  our  two  daughters, 
within  our  own;  and  the  third,  with 
two  beds,  for  the  rett  of  the  children. 

The  little  republick  to  which  I  gave 
laws,  was  regulated  in  the  following 
manner:  by  lun-rife  we  all  aflembled 
in  our  common  apartment ;  tfce  fire 
beingprevioufly  kindled  by  theiervant. 
After  we  had  fainted  each  other  with 
proper  ceremony,  for  I  always  thought 
fit  to  keep  up  lome  mechanical  forms 
of  good-breeding,  without  which  free- 
dom ever  deftroys  friend/hip,  we  all 
bent  in  gratitude  to  that  Being  who 
gave  us  another  day.  This  duty  being 


performed,  my  fon  and  I  went  topur- 
lue  our  ui'ual  induftry  abroad,  while  my 
wife  and  daughters  employed  them- 
lelves  in  providing  breakfaft,  which 
was  always  ready  at  a  certain  time.  I 
allowed  half  an  hour  for  this  meal,  and 
an  hour  for  dinner;  which  time  was 
taken  up  in  innocent  mirth  between  my 
wife  and  daughters,  and  in  philofophi- 
cal  arguments  between  my  ion  and  me. 

As  we  role  with  the  fun,  fo  we  ne- 
ver purfued  our  labour  after  it  was 
gone  down,  but  returned  home  to  the 
expecting  family ;  where  fmiling  looks, 
a  neat  hearth,  and  pleafant  fire,  were 
prepared  for  our  reception.  Nor  were 
we  without  guefts :  fometimes  farmer 
Flamborough,  our  talkative  neigh- 
bour, and  often  the  blind  piper,  would 
pay  us  a  vifit,  and  tafte  our  goofeberry- 
wiije ;  for  the  making  of  which  we 
had  loft  neither  the  receipt  nor  the  re- 
putation. Thefe  harmlefs  people  had 
feveral  ways  of  being  good  company  j 
while  one  played,  the  other  would  fing 
fome  foothing  ballad,  Johny  Arm- 
ftrong's  laft  good  Night,  or  the  Cruelty 
of  Barbara  Allen.  The  night  was 
concluded  in  the  manner  we  began  the 
morning,  my  youngcft  boys  being  ap- 
pointed to  read  thelelfonsof  the  day, 
and  he  that  read  loudeft,  diftinileft, 
and  beft,  was  to  have  a  halfpenny  on 
Sunday  to  put  into  the  poor's  box. 

When  Sunday  came,  it  was  indeed 
a  day  of  finery,  which  all  my  fump- 
tuary  edifts  could  not  reftrain.  How 
well  foever  I  fancied  my  lectures  againft 
pride  had  conquered  the  vanity  of  my 
daughters  ;  yet  I  ftill  found  them  fe- 
cretly  attached  to  all  their  former  fi- 
nery: they  ftill  loved  laces,  ribbands, 
bugles  and  catgut ;  ray  wife  herfelf 
retained  a  paffion  for  her  crimfon  pa- 
duafoy,  becaufe  I  formerly  happened 
to  lay  it  became  her. 

The  firft  Sunday  in  particular  their 
behaviour  ferved  to  mortify  me  :  I  had 
delired  my  girls  the  preceding  night  to 
be  drefled  early  the  next  day  ;  for  I  al- 
ways loved  to  be  at  church  a  good 
while  before  the  reft  of  the  congrega- 
tion. They  punctually  obeyed  my  di- 
reclions  ;  but  when  we  were  to  afiern- 
ble  in  the  morning  at  breakfaft,  down 
came  my  wife  and  daughters,  drefled  out 
in  all  their  former  fplendour,  their  hair 
plailtered  up  with  pomatum,  their  faces 
patched  to  tafte,  their  trains  bundled 
up  into  an  heap  behind,  and  rultling 

at 
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at  every  motion.  I  could  not  help 
liniling  at  their  vanity,  particularly 
tluitt.ii  ioiuwlimu  1  ixpucted 

.lilcu-tion.      In    tins   exigence, 
thcixtoie,  my  only  telburce  was,  to  or- 
der my  (on,  with  nn  important  air,  to 
call  our  coach.  The  girls  were  amazed 
at  the  command;  but  I  repeated  it  with 
more  folemniiy  than  before.  «  Surelv, 
my  dear,  you  jeft,'  cried  my  wife, 
we  can  walk  it  perfectly  well :  we 
want  no  coach  to  carry  us  now.' — 
You    miltake,    child,'    returned    I, 
we  do  want  a  coach  ;  for  if  we  walk 
to  church  in  this  trim,  the  very  chil- 
dren  in   the  parifli  will    hoot  after 
us.'—'  Indeed,'  replied  my  wife,  '  I 
always  imagined  that  my  Charles  was 
fond  of  feeing  his  children  neat  and 
handiome  about  him.*—'  You  may 
be  as  neat  as  you  pleafe,'  interrupted 
,  '  and  I  ftiall  love  you  the  better  for 
it;  but  all  this  is  not  neatnefs,  but 
frippery.    Thefe  rufflings,  and  pink- 
ings,  and  patchings,  will  only  make 
us  hated   by   all  the   wives  of  our 
neighbours.— No,  my  children,'  con- 
inued  I,   more  gravely,  «  thofe  gowns 
may  be  altered  into  fomething  of  a 
plainer  cut;    for  finery  is  very  un- 
becoming in  us,  who  want  the  means 
of  decency.     I  do  not  know  whether 
fuch  flouncing  and  Ihredding  is  be- 
coming even  in  the  rich,  if  we  con- 
fider,  upon  a  moderate  calculation, 
that  the  nakednefs  of  the  indigent 
world  may  be  cloathed  from  the  trim- 
mings ot  the  vain.' 
This  remonllrance   had   the  proper 
effect;  they  went  with  great  compol'ure, 
that  very  inftant,  to  change  their  drels ; 
and  the  next  day  I  had  the  fatisfaction 
of  finding  my  daughters,  at  their  own 
reque(r,  employed  in  cutting  up  their 
trains  into  Sunday  waiftcoats  for  Dick 
and  Bill,  the  two  little  ones;  and  what 
was  ftill  more  (atisfactory,  the  gowns 
feemed  improved  by  this  curtailing. 

CHAP.    V. 

ANEW  AN  DC  RE  AT  ACQUAINTANCE 
INTRODUCED.  WHAT  WE  PLACE 
MOST  HOPES  UPON  GENERALLY 
PROVES  MOST  FATAL. 

AT  afrnall  diftance  from  the  houfe 
my  prcdeceflbr  had  made  a  lear, 
overfhaded   by  an  hedge  of  hawthorn 
and  honty-fuckle.  Here  when  the  wca- 
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ther  was  fine  and  our  labour  foon  ri- 
mmed, we  ufually  fate  together,  to  en- 
joy an  extenfive  landi'capc,  in  the  raliu 
ot  the  evening.  Here  too  we  drank  tea, 
which  now  was  become  an  occalional 
banquet ;  and  as  we  had  it  but  ieldom, 
it  diffuled  a  new  joy,  the  preparations 
for  it  being  made  with  no  (mall  tti.ire 
ot  bultle  and  ceremony.  On  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  our  two  little  ones  always  read 
for  us,  and  they  were  regularly  ferved 
after  we  had  done.  Sometimes,  to  give 
a  variety  to  our  amufements,  the  girls 
fung  to  theguitar ;  and  while  they  thus 
formed  a  little  concert,  my  wife  and  I 
would  (troll  down  the  Hoping  field,  that 
was  embcllimed  with  blue-bells  and 
centuary,  talk  of  ourchildren  with  rap- 
ture, and  enjoy  the  breeze  that  wafted 
both  health  and  harmony. 

In  this  manner  we  began  to  find  that 
every  fituation  in  life  may  bring  it's 
own  peculiar  pleafures  :  every  morn- 
ing waked  us  to  a  repetition  of  toil  ; 
but  the  evening  repaid  it  with  vacant 
hilarity. 

It  was  about  the  beginning  of  au- 
tumn, on  a  holiday,  for  I  kept  fuch  as 
intervals  of  relaxation  from  labour, 
that  I  had  drawn  out  my  family  to  our 
ulual  place  of  amufement,  and  our 
youngmuficians  began  their  ufual  con- 
ceit. As  we  were  thus  engaged,  we 
law  a  Itag  bound  nimbly  by,  within 
about  twenty  paces  ot  where  we  were 
fitting,  and  by  it's  panting,  it  feemed 
prefled  by  the  hunters.  We  had  not  much 
time  to  reflect:  upon  the  poor  animal's 
diltrels,  when  we  perceived  the  dogs 
and  horfemen  come  fweeping  along  at 
fome  diltance  behind,  and  making  the 
very  path  it  had  taken.  I  was  inltant- 
ly  for  returning  in  with  my  family ; 
but  either  curioJity  or  furprizc,  or  Ibme 
more  hidden  motive,  held  my  wife  and 
daughters  to  vlieir  feats.  The  huntf- 
men,  who  rode  toremoit,  paft  us  with 
g^reat  fwiftneis,  followed  by  tour  or 
live  peifons  more,  who  feemed  in  equal 
hafte.  At  lalt,  a  young  gentleman  of 
a  more  genteel  appearance  than  the  reft, 
came  lorward,  and  for  a  while  regard- 
ing us,  inlfceud  of  purfuing  the  chace 
itopt  ihort,  and  giving  his  horCc  to  a 
fervant  who  attended,  approached  us 
with  a  careleCs  fuperior  air.  He  feem- 
ed to  want  no  introduction,  but  was 
going  to  lalute  my  daughters  as  one 
certain  of  a  kind  reception  ;  but  they 
had  early  learned  the  Icflbn  of  looking 
prtiurrptron 
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ptefumptlon  out  of  countenance.  Up- 
on which  he  let  us  know  that  his  name 
was  Thornhill,  and  that  he  was  owner 
of  die  eftate  that  lay  for  fome  extent 
round  us.  He  again,  therefore,  offered 
to  falute  the  female  part  of  the  family  ; 
and  fuch  was  the  power  of  fortune  and 
fine  cloaths,  that  he  found  no  fecond 
repulfe.  As  his  addrefs,  though  con-( 
fident,  was  eafy,  we  foon  became  more 
familiar;  and  perceiving  mufical  in- 
ftruments  lying  near,  he  begged  to  be 
favoured  with  a  fong.  As  I  did  not 
approve  of  fuch  dil proportioned  ac- 
quaintance, I  winked  upon  my  daugh- 
ters, in  order  to  prevent  their  compli- 
ance; but  my  hint  was  counteracted 
by  one  from  their  mother ;  Co  that  with 
a  chearful  air  they  gave  us  a  favourite 
long  of  Dryden's.  Mr.  Thcrnhill 
leemed  highly  delighted  with  their  per- 
formance and  choice,  and  then  took 
up  the  guitar  himfelf.  He  played  but 
very  indifFeiently  ;  however,  my  eldelt 
daughter  repaid  his  former  applaufe 
with  interelt,  and  allured  him  that  his 
tones  were  louder  than  even  thofe  of 
her  mafter.  At  this  compliment  he 
bowed;  which  me  returned  with  a 
curtfey.  He  praifed  her  tafte,  and  (he 
commended  his  underitanding:  an  age 
could  not  have  made  them  better  ac- 
quainted. While  the  fond  mother  too, 
equally  happy,  infifted  upon  her  land- 
lord's Itepping  in,  and  taiting  a  glafs 
of  her  gooi'eberry.  The  whole  family 
feemed  earneft  to  pleafehim  :  my  girls 
attempted  to  entertain  him  with  topicks 
they  thought  moll  modern ;  whileMofes, 
on  the  contrary,  gave  him  a  queftioii 
or  two  from  the  ancients,  for  which  he 
had  the  fatisfacton  of  being  laughed 
at.  My  little  ones  were  no  lefs  bufy, 
and  fondly  Ituck  clofe  to  the  ftranger. 
All  my  endeavours  could  fcarce  keep 
their  dirty  fingers  from  handling  and 
tarnifhing  the  lace  on  his  cloaths,  and 
lifting  up  the  flaps  of  his  pocket-holes, 
to  fee  what  was  there.  At  the  approach 
of  evening  he  took  leave;  but  not  till 
he  had  requefted  permiilion  to  renew 
his  vifit,  which,  as  he  was  our  land- 
lord, we  molt  readily  agreed  to. 

As  foon  as  he  was  gone,  my  wife 
called  a  council  on  the  conduct  of  the 
day.  She  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
a  moft  fortunate  hit;  for  that  (he  had 
known  even  itranger  things  th;ui  that 
brought  to  bear.  She  hoped  again  to 
fee  the  day  in,  which  we  might  hold  up 


our  heads  with  fhe  beftofthem;  nncf 
concluded,  /lie  proteited  fhe  could  fee 
no  reafon  why  the  two  Mifs  Wrinkles 
fhould  marry  great  fortunes,  and  her 
children  get  none.  As  this  lalt  argu- 
ment was  dhe&ed  to  me,  I  proteited  I 
could  fee  no  reafon  for  it  neither;  nor 
why  Mr.  Simpkins  got  the  ten  thou- 
fand  pound  prize  in  the  lottery,  and  we 
late  down  with  a  blank.  '  I  proteft, 

*  Charles/  cried  my  wife,  '  this  is  the 
'  w;;y  you  always  damp  my  girls  and 
'  me  when  we  are  in  fpirits.— Tell  rne 
'  Soph,  my  dear,  what  do  you  think 

*  of  our  new  vifitor?  Don't  you  think 
'  he  leemed  to  be   good-natured?'— 
'  Immenfely  fo,  indeed,  mamma,'  re- 
plied (he  ;  'I  think  he  has  a  great  deal 
'  to  fay  upon  every  thing,  and  is  never 

*  at  a  lots  ;    and  the  more  trifling  the 
'  fubjeft,   the    more    he   has   to  fay.' 
— »c  Yes,'    cried  Olivia,     '  he  is  well 
'  enough  for  a  man  ;  but  for  my  part, 
'   I  don't  much  like  him,  he  is  fo  ex- 
'  tremely  impudent  and  familiar;    but 

*  on  the  guitar  he  is  mocking.'  Thefe 
two  lalt  Ipeeches  I  interpreted  by  con- 
traries. I  found  by  this,  that  Sophia 
internally  defpifed,  as  much  as  Olivia 
fecretly  admired  him.   '  Whatevermay 
'  be  your  opinions  of  him,  my  chil- 

*  dren,'  cried  I,  « to  confefs  a  truth,  he 
'  has  not  prepoflefled  me  in  his  favour. 
'  Difproportioned  friendfhips  ever  ter- 

*  minate  in  difguft:    and  I  thought, 
'  notwithstanding  all  his  eafe,  that  he 
'  feemed  perfectly  fenfible  of  the  dif- 
'  tance  between  us.  Let  us  keep  to  com- 
'  panions  of  our  own  rank.     There  is 

*  no  character  more  contemptible  than 
'  a  man  that  is  a  fortune-hunter ;  and  I 
'  can  lee  no  reafon  why  fortune-hunt- 

*  ing  women  mould  not  becontempti- 
'  ble  too.    Thus,  at  beft,   we  mall  be 
'  contemptible  if  his  views  are  honour- 

*  able;    but   if  they  be  othervvife  !    I 

*  mould  fhudder  but  to  think  of  that  ! 

*  It  is  true,    I  have  no  apprehenfions 

*  from  the  conduct  of  my  children,  but 
'  I  think  there  are  fome  from  his  cha- 
'  racier.'  I  would  have  proceeded,  but 
for  the  interruption  of  a  fervant  front 
the  fquire,  who,  with  his  compliments, 
fent  us  a  fide  of  venifon,  and  a  promife 
to  dine  with  us  fome  days  after.  This 
well-timed  prefenrpleaded  more  power- 
fully in  his  favour,  than  any  thing  I 
had  to  fay  could  obviate.     I  therefoie 
continued  iiient,  fatisfied  with  jult  hav- 
ing pointed  out  danger,  and  leaving  it 

to 


VICAR    OF    WAKEFIRLD. 


to  their  own  difcrction  to  avoid  it. 
That  virtue  which  require*  to  be  ever 
guarded,  is  1'carce  worth  the  centinel. 

CHAP.    VI. 

THE    HAPPINESS     OK     A    COUNTRY 
FIRE-SIDE. 

AS  we  carried  on  the  former  difpute 
with  lomc  degree  of  warmth,   in 
order  to  accommodate  matters,  it  was 
univerially  agreed,  that  we  mould  have 
a  p.irtof  the  venifon  for  ("upper,  and  the 
girls  undertook  the  talk  with  alacrity. 
I  am  lorry,'   cried  I,    *  that  we  have 
no  neighbour  or  ftranger  to  take  part 
in  this  good  cheer :  feafts  of  this  kind 
acquire  a  double  relifh  from  hoipita- 
Jity.' — '  Blefs   me,'  cried   my  wife, 
litre    comes  our   good    friend    Mr. 
Burchell,  that  faved  our  Sophia,  and 
that  run  you  down  fairly  in  the  argu- 
ment.'— '  Confute  me  in  argument, 
child  1'  cried  I.     You  miftake  there, 
my  dear.    I  believe  there  are  but  few 
that  can  do  that :  I  neverdifpute  your 
abilities  at  making  a  goofe-pye,  and 
I  beg  you'll  leave  argument  to  me.* 
As  I  ipoke,  poor  Mr.  Burchell  entered 
the  houfe,  and  was  welcomed  by  the 
family,  who  fliook  him  heartily  by  the 
hnnd,  while  littleDickofiicioufly  reach- 
ed him  a  chair. 

I  was  pleafed  with  the  poor  man's 
friendmip  for  two  reafons  ;  becaufe  I 
knew  that  he  wanted  mine,  and  I  knew 
him  to  be  friendly  as  far  as  he  was  able. 
He  was  known  in  our  neighbourhood 
by  the  chaia&erof  the  poor  gentleman 
that  would  do  no  good  when  he  was 
young,  though  he  was  not  yet  thirty. 
He  would  at  intervals  talk  with  great 
good  fenfe ;  but  in  general  he  was 
tondeft  of  the  company  of  children, 
whom  he  ukd  to  call  harmlefs  little 
men.  He  was  famous,  I  found,  fur 
tinging  them  ballads,  and  telling  them 
ftories  ;  and  It-Mom  went  out  without 
fomething  in  his  pockets  for  them, 
a  piece  of  gingerbread,  or  an  half- 
penny whiftle.  He  generally  came  for 
a  few  days  into  our  neighbourhood 
once  a  year,  and  lived  upon  the  neigh- 
bor is  hospitality.  He  fate  down  to 
Tapper  among  us,  andmy  wife  wasnot 
l^aring  of  her  goofberry-wine.  The 
tale  went  round,  he  lung  us  old  longs, 
and  gave  the  children  the  Itoiy  of  the 


Buck  of  Beverland,  with  the  hiltory  of 
Patient  Grizzel,  the  adventures  of  Cat* 
ikin,  and  then  fair  Rofamond's  bower. 
Our  cock,  which  always  crew  at  eleven, 
now  told  us  it  was  time  for  repole ;  but 
an  unforefeen  difficulty  darted  about 
lodging  the  itranger  :  ail  our  beds  were 
already  taken  up,    and  it  was  too  late 
to  iuul  him  to  the  next  alehoufe.     In 
this  dilemma,   little  Dick  offered  him 
his  part  of  the   bed,  if  his   brother 
Moles  would  let  him  lie  with   him. 
And  I,"  cried  Bill,    '  will  give  Mr. 
Burchell  my  part,    if  my  filters  will 
take  me  to  theirs.'—'  Well    done, 
my  good  children,'  cried  I,  '  holpi- 
tality  is  one  of  the  firft  chriftian  du- 
ties.    The  bealt  retires  to  his  ihelter, 
and  the   bird  flies  to  it's  nelt  ;    but 
helplefs  man  can  only  find  refuge 
from  his  fellow-creature.  The  great- 
elt  (tranger  in  this  world  was  he  that 
came  to  fave  it.     He  never  had  an 
houfe,  as  if  willing  to  fee  what  hof- 
pitality  was  left  remaining  amongrt 
us.— Deborah,    my  dear,'  cried  I  to 
my  wife,  *  give  thofe  boys  a  lump  of. 
lugar  each  ;    and  let  Dick's  be  the 
largeft,  becaufe  he  fpoke  firft.* 
In  the  morning  early  I  called  out  my 
whole  family  to  help  at  faving  an  after- 
growth of  hay,  and  our  guelt  offering 
his  afliftance,    he  was  accepted  among 
the  number.      Our  labours  went  on 
lightly,  we  turned  the  fwath  tothewind, 
I  went  foremoft,  and  the  reft  followed 
in  due  fuccdfion.      I  could  not  avoid, 
however,  oblei  ving  the  afliduity  of  Mr. 
Burchell  in  allifting  my  daughter  Sophia 
in  her  part  of  the  tafk.  Whenhehad  fi- 
nifhed  his  own,  he  would  join  in  her's, 
andenterintoaclofeconverfation :  but! 
had  too  good  an  opinion  of  Sophia';  un- 
dei  (landing,  and  was  too  well  convinced 
of  her  ambition,  to  be  under  any  un- 
eafinefs  from  a  man  of  broken  fortune. 
When   we  were  finilhed   for  the  day, 
Mr.  Burchell  was   invited  as  on  the 
night  before;  but  he  refufed,  as  he  was 
to  lie  that  night  at  a  neighbour's,  to 
whole  child  he  was  carrying  a  whiftle. 
When  gone,  our  conversation  at  fup- 
per  turned  upon  our  late   unfortunate 
gueft.  '  What  a  ftrong  inftance,'    faid 
I,  *  is  that  poor  man  of  the  miferies 
attending  a  youth  of  levity  and  extra- 
vagance !    He  by   no    means   wants 
fenfc,  which  only  ferves  to  aggravate 
his  foimer  folly.    Poor  forlorn  crea- 
ture, where  are  now  the  revellers,  the 
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flatterers,  that  he  could  once  infpire 
and  command  !  gone,  perhaps,  to  at- 
tend the  bagnio  pander,   grown  rich 
by   his  extravagance.      They  once 
praifed  him,  and  now  they  applaud 
the  pander  :  their  former  raptures  at 
his  wit,  are  now  converted  into  far- 
cafms  at  his  folly  :     he  is  poor,  and 
perhaps    delerves    poverty ;     for  he 
has  neither  the  ambition  to  be  inde- 
pendent,  nor  the  (kill  to  be  ufeful.' 
Prompted  peihaps  by  fome  fecret  rea- 
fons,  I  delivered  this  ohfervation  with 
too  much  acrimony,  which  my  Sophia 
gently  reproved.  '  Whatsoever  his  for- 
mer conduit  may  be,  papa,  his  cir- 
cumftances  fhould  exempt  him  from 
cenfurenow.     His  prefent  indigence 
is  a  fufficient  punifhment  for  former 
folly;  and  I  haveheard  my  papa  him - 
felf  lay,  that  we  fhould  never  ftrike 
one  unnecefT.iry  blow  at  a  victim  over 
whom  Providence  holds  the  fcourge 
of  it's  refentment/ — «  You  are  right,' 
Sophia,'  cried  my  fon  Mofes,   '  and 
one  of  the  ancients  finely  reprefents 
fo  malicious  a  conduft,  by  the  at- 
tempts of  a  ruftick  to  flay  Matfyas, 
whole  fkin,  the  fable  tells  us,  had 
been  wholly  ftripped  off"  by  another. 
Befides,   I  don't  know  if  this  poor 
man's   lituation  be  fo  bad  as  my  fa- 
ther would  re  prefent  it.     We  are  not 
to  judge  of  the  feelings  of  others  by 
what  we  might  feel  if  in  their  place. 
However  dark  the  habitation  of  the 
mole    to   our  eyes,  yet   the   animal 
itfelf   finds    the    apartment    fuffici- 
ently  lightfome.     And  to  confdsthe 
truth,  this  man's  mind  feems  fitted 
to  his  ftation  ;   for  I  never  heard  any 
one  more  fprightly  than  he  was  to- 
day, when  he  converfed  with    you.' 
This  svas  laid  without  the  leall  dcfign, 
Jiowever  it  excited  a  blufh,  vvhich   fhe 
ftrove  to  cover  by  an   afFecled  laugh  j 
alluring  him,    that  (he  fcarce  took  any 
notice  of  what  he  faid  to  her  ;  but  that 
file  believed  he  might  once  have  been  a 
very   fine  gentleman.     The  reauinefs 
witli  which  flie  undertook  to  vindicate 
herfelf,  and  her  blufhing,  were  fymp- 
toms  I  did  not  internally  approve  ;  but 
I  reprefled  my  fufpicicms. 

As  we  expefted  our  landlord  the 
next  day,  my  wife  went  to  make  the 
venifon-patly  ;  Mofes  fat  reading,  while 
I  taught  the  little  ones  :  my  daughters 
feemed  equally  bufy  with  the  reft ;  and 
I  obfci  ved  them  for  a  good  while  cook- 


Ing  fomething  over  the  fire.  I  at  firft 
fuppofed  they  were  aflifting  their  mo- 
ther ;  but  little  Dick  informed  me  in  a 
whifper  that  they  were  making  a  wafh 
for  the  face.  Wafhes  of  all  kinds  I 
had  a  natural  antipathy  toj  for  I  knew 
that  inftead  of  mending  the  complexion 
they  fpoiled  it.  I  therefore  approached 
my  cha'n-  by  (ly  degrees  to  the  fire, 
and  grafping  th-e  poker,  as  if  it  wanted 
mending,  feemingly  by  accident,  over- 
turned the  whole  compofition,  and  it 
was  too  late  to  begin  another. 


CHAP.      VII. 

A  TOWN  WIT  DESCRIBED.  THE 
DULLEST  FELLOWS  MAY  LEARN 
TO  BE  COMICAL  FOR  A  NIGHT 
OR  TWO. 

WHEN  the  morning  arrived  on 
which  we  were  to  entertain  our 
young  landlord,  it  may  be  eafily  fup- 
pofed what  provifions  were  exhaulted 
to  make  an  appearance.  It  may  alfo  be 
conjectured  that  my  wife  and  daugh- 
ters expanded  their  gayeft  plumage 
upon  this  occafion.  Mr.  Thornhill. 
came  with  a  couple  of  friends,  his  chap- 
lain and  feeder.  The  fervants,  who 
were  numerous,  he  politely  ordered  to 
the  next  alehoule  •.  but  my  wife,  in  the 
triumph  of  her  heart,  infifted  on  enter- 
taming  them  all;  for  which,  by  the 
bye,  our  family  was  pinched  for  three 
weeks  after.  As  Mr.  Burchell  had 
hinted  to  us  the  day  before,  that  he  was 
making  fome  propofals  of  marriage  to 
Mifs  Wilmot,  my  fon  George's  for- 
mer miftrefs,  this  a  good  deal  damped 
the  heartinefs  of  his  reception  :  but  ac- 
cident, in  fome  meafure,  relieved  our 
embarraffinenf  ;  for  one  of  the  com- 
pany happening  to  mention  her  name, 
Mr.  Thornhill  obferved  with  an  oath, 
that  he  never  knew  any  thing  more  ab- 
furd  than  calling  fuch  a  fright  a  beauty  : 
For  fh'ike  me  ugly/continued  he,  '  if 
1  fhould  not  find  as  much  pleafure  in 
chufmg  my  miftrefs  by  the  informa- 
tion of  a  lamp  under  the  clock  at  St. 
Dunitan's  !'  At  this  he  laughed,  and 
fo  did  we  :  the  jcfts  of  the  rich  are  ever 
fuccefsful.  Olivia  too  could  not  avoid 
whifpering,  loud  enough  to  be  heard, 
that  lie  had  an  infinite  fund  of  hu- 
mour. 

After  dinner  I  began  with  my  tifual 
toaft, 
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toaft,  the  church ;  for  this  I  was  thanked 

by  the  chaplain,  as  he  laid  the  church 

•MS  only  miftrefs  of  his  atfciMions. 

*  Come,  ten  us  honellly,  Frank,'  I'.iid 
the  lijuirc,   with    his    ufual    archnd's, 

iuppofe    the    church,    your   pi  dent 
miltiefs,  didt  in  lawn  flceves,  ou  one 
hand,    and    Mils    Sophia,  with   no 
lawn  about  her,  on  the  other,  which 
would  you  be  for?' — '  For  both,  to 
be  fure,'  cried  the  chaplain.  'Right, 
Frank,'    cried  the  fquire  ;   '  for  may 
this  glafs  fuffocate  me,  but  a  fine  girl 
is  worth  all  theprieflcraftin  the  crea- 
tion. For  what  are  tythes  and  tricks 
but  an  impolition,   all  a  confounded 
impolture,  and  I  can  prove  it.' — '  I 
wifh  you  would,'  cried  my  fon  Mo- 
es,  '  and  I  think,'  continued  he,  '  that 
I  mould   be  able  to  anfwer  you.' — 
Very  well,  Sir,'  cried  the  fquire,  who 
immediately  fmoaked  him,  and  wink- 
ed on  the  reft  of  the  company,   to  pre- 
pare us  for  the  fport,    '  if  you  are  for 
'  a  Vool  argument  upon  that  fubject, 
'  I  am  ready  to  accept  the  challenge. 
'  And  firft,   whether  are  you  for  ma- 
'  naging  it  analogically,  or  dialogi- 
'  cally  ?'— '  I  am  for  managing  it  n-i- 

*  tionally,'  cried   Mofes,  quite  happy 
at  being  permitted  to  difpute.    '  Good 
'  again  !'  cried  the  fquire  ;  '  and  firft- 
'  ly  of  the  firft.    I  hope  you'll  not  de- 
'  ny  whatever   is,    is  :    if  you    don't 
'  grant  me  that,  I  can  go  no  farther.' 
--'  Why,'  returned  Mofes,  '  I  think  I 
'  may  grant  that,  and  make  the  bcft  of 
'  it,'—-'   I  hope  too,'  returned   the  o- 
ther,  '  you  will  grant  that  a  part  is  Icfs 
'  than  the  whole.' — '  I  grant  that  too,' 
cried  Mofes,    '  it  is  but  juft  and  rea- 
'  fonable.'— '  I  hope,'  cried  the  fquire, 
'  you  will   not  deny  that  the  two  an- 
'  glesof  a  triangle  are  equal  to  two  right 
'  ones.'—'  Nothing  can  be   plainer,' 
returned    t'other;  and  looked    round 
with  his    ufual    importance.      '  Very 

*  well,'  cried  the  fquire,  fpeaking  very 
quick,    *  the  premiles   being  thus  fet- 
'  tied,  I  proceed  to  oblerve,  that  the 
'  concatenation  of  felf-exiltences,  pro- 

*  ceeding  in  a  reciprocal  duplicate  ra- 

*  tio,  naturally  produce  a  problema- 

*  tical  dialogilm,  which  in  Ibme  mca- 

*  fme  proves  that  the  eflence  of  ipiri- 
'  tuality  may  be  referred  to  the  fecoiul 

*  predicable.' — «   Hold,  hold  !'    cried 
the  other,     <  I   deny  that.       Do  you 
'  think  I   can  thus  tamely  fubmit   to 

*  fuch  heterodox  do&rine*  ?'— « What,' 


replied  the  fquire,  at  if  in  a  paffion, 
not  fubmit  I     Anfwer  me  one  plain 
queftion  :   Do   you    think  Ariitotle 
right,  when  he  fays  that  relatives  are 
.:.-d?' — '    Undoubtedly,'    replied 
he   other.     '  If   fo,    then,'    cried  the 
quire,  '  anfwer  me  directly  to  what  I 
propofe:   Whether  do  you  judge  the 
analytical  inveliigation   of   the  firft 
part  of  my   enthymem  deficient  fe- 
cundum   quoad,    or   quoad   minus, 
and  give  me  your  reafons  :   I  lay,  di- 
rectly!'— 'I    piotell,'    cried   Mofes, 
I  don't  rightly  comprehend  the  force 
of  your  reafoning  ;   but  if  it  be  re- 
duced to  one  fmgle  propofuion,    I 
fancy  it  may  then  have  an  anfw«r.'— « 
O,  Sir,'  cried  the  fquire,  'I  am  your 
moft  humble   fervantj    I   find   you. 
want  me  to  furnifh  you  with  argu- 
ment and   intellects  too.     No,  Sir, 
there  I  protell  you   are  too  hard  for 
me.'  This  effectually  raifed  the  laugh 
againft  poor  Mofes,  who  fate  the  only 
difmal  figure   in   a   groupe  of   merry 
faces:  nor  did  he  offer  a  fmgle  fylla- 
blc  more  during  the  whole  entertain- 
ment. 

But  though  all  this  gave  me  no  plea- 
fure,  it  had  a  very  different  efftft  upon 
Olivia,  who  miltook  it  for  humour, 
though  but  a  mere  aft  of  the  memory. 
She  thought  him  therefore  a  very  fine 
gentleman  :  and  fuch  as  confider  what 
powerful  ingredients  a  good  figure, 
tine  cloaths,  and  fortune,  are  in  that 
character,  will  eafily  forgive  her.  Mr. 
Thornhill,  notwithftanding  his  real 
ignorance,  talked  with  eafe,  and  could 
expatiate  upon  the  common  topicks  of 
converfation  with  fluency.  It  is  not 
fnrprizing  then  that  fuch  talents  mould 
win  the  affections  of  a  girl,  who  by 
education  was  taught  to  value  an  ap- 
pearance in  herfelf,  and  confequently 
to  let  a  value  upon  it  in  another. 

Upon  his  depaiture,  we  again  en- 
tered into  a  debate  upon  the  merits  of 
our  young  landlord.  As  he  directed 
his  looks  and  converfation  to  Olivia,  it 
was  no  longer  doubted  but  that  me  was 
the  objeft  that  induced  him  to  be  our 
vifitor.  Nor  did  (he  feem  to  be  much 
difpleafed  at  the  innocent  raillery  of 
her  brother  and  filler  upon  this  occallon. 
Even  Deborah  herfelf  feemed  to  (have 
the  glory  of  the  day,  and  exulted  in  her 
daughtei's  victory  as  if  it  were  her 
own.  '  And  now,  my  dear,'  cried  fhe 
to  me,  '  I'll  fairly  own,  that  it  was  I 
C  z  «  that 
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that  inftrufted  my  girls  to  encourage 
our  landlord's  addrefles.  I  had  al- 
ways fome  ambition,  and  you  now  fee 
that  I  was  right;  for  who  knows  how 
this  may  end  ?*— '  Aye,  who  knows 
that  indeed!'  anfwered  Iwithagroan: 
for  my  part  I  don't  much  like  it; 
and  I  could  have  been  better  pleafed 
with  one  that  was  poor  and  honeft, 
than  this  fine  gentleman  with  his  for- 
tune and  infidelity :  for,  depend 
on't,  if  he  be  what  I  fufpeft  him,  no 
free-thinker  fliall  ever  have  a  child  of 
mine!' 

'  Sure,  father,'  cried  Mofes,  '  you 
are  too  fevere  in  this  5  for  Heaven 
will  never  arraign  him  for  what  he 
thinks,  but  for  what  he  does.  Every 
man  has  a  thoufand  vicious  thoughts, 
which  arife  without  his  power  to  fup- 
prefs.  Thinking  freely  of  religion 
may  be  involuntary  with  this  gentle- 
man :  fo  that  allowing  his  fentiments 
to  be  wrong,  yet  as  he  is  purely  paf? 
five  in  his  afTent,  he  is  no  more  to  be 
blamed  for  his  errors,  than  the  go- 
vernor of  a  city  without  walls  for  the 
flicker  he  is  obliged  to  afford  an  in- 
vading enemy.' 

*  True,    my  fon,'    cried  I ;  '  but  if 
the  governor  invites  the  enemy  there, 
he  is  juftly  culpable.     And  fuch  is 
always  the  cafe  with  thofe  who  em- 
brace error.     The  vice  does  not  lie  in 
affenting  to  the  proofs  they  fee  :  but  in 
being  blind  to  many  of  the  proofs  that 
offer.    So  that,  though  our  erroneous 
opinions  be  involuntary  when  form- 
ed, yet  as  we  have  been  wilfully  cor- 
rupt, or  very  negligent  in   forming 
them,  we  deferve  punifhment  for  our 
vice,  or  contempt  for  our  folly.' 
My  wife  now  kept  up  the  converfa- 
tion,  though   not  the  argument:   flic 
obferved,  thatfeveral  very  prudent  men 
ofouracquaintance  were  free-thinkers, 
and  made  very  good  hufbands;    and 
Ihe  knew  fome  fenfible  girls  that  had 
fkill  enough  to  make  converts  of  their 
fpoufes  :  '  And  who  knows,  my  dear,' 
continued  /he,    '  what  Olivia  may  be 
able  to  do.  The  girl  has  a  great  deal 
to  fay  upon  every  fubjeft,  and  to  my 
knowledge  is  very  well  fkilled  in  con- 
troverfy.'       , 

'  Why,  my  dear,  what  controverfy 
can  me  have  read  ?'  cried  I,  •  It  does 
not  occur  to  me  that  I  ever  put  fuch 
books  into  her  hands:  you  certainly 
over-rate  her  merit,'—-'  Indeed,  papa, 


replied  Olivia,  *  me  does  not  :  I  have 
'  read  a  great  deal  of  controverfy.     I    • 
'  have    read     the     difputes    between 

*  Thwackum  and  Square  ;  the  contro- 

*  verfy  between  Robinfon  Crufoe  and 
'  Friday  the  favage,  and  I  am  now  em- 
'  ployed  in  reading  the  controverfy  in 
'  Religious  Courtmip.'—  •«  Very  well,' 
cried  I,  «  that's  a  good  girl  ;    I  find  you 
'  are  perfectly   qualified  for  making 

*  converts,  and  fo  go  help  your  mothe^ 

*  to  make  the  goof  eberry-pye.' 

t 

CHAP.     VIII. 

AN  AMOUR,  WHICH  PROMISES  LIT- 
TLE  GOOD  FORTUNE,  YET  MAY 
BE  PRODUCTIVE  OF  MUCH. 


H  E  next  morning  we  were  again 
JL  vifited  by  Mr.  Burchell,  though 
I  began,  for  certain  reafons,  to  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  frequency  of  his  re- 
turn; but  I  could  not  refufe  him  my 
company  and  fire-fide.  It  is  true  his 
labour  more  than  requited  his  enter- 
tainment ;  for  he  wrought  among  us 
with  vigour,  and  either  in  the  meadow, 
or  at  the  hay-rick,  put  himfelf  fore- 
molt.  Befides,  he  had  always  fome- 
thing  amufing  to  fay  that  leftened  our 
toil,  and  was  at  once  fo  out  of  the  way, 
and  yet  fo  fenfible,  that  I  loved,  laughed 
at,  and  pitied  him.  My  only  diflike 
ai  ofe  from  an  attachment  he  difcovered 
to  my  daughter  :  he  would  in  a  jefting 
manner  call  her  his  little  miftrefs,  and 
when  he  bought  each  of  the  girls  a  fet 
of  ribbands,  her's  was  the  fineft.  I 
knew  not  how,  but  he  every  day  feemed 
to  become  more  amiable,  his  wit  to 
improve,  and  his  fimplicity  to  afTume 
the  fuperior  airs  of  wifdom. 

Our  family  dined   in  the  field,  and 

we   fate,  or  rather  reclined,    round  a 

temperate  repaft,  our  cloth  fpreadupon 

the   hay,    while  Mr.    Burchell    gave 

chearfulnefs  to  the  feaft.  To  heighten 

our  fatisfaftion,  two  black-birds  an- 

fwered each  other  from  oppofite  hedges, 

the  familiar  red-breaft  came  and  pecked 

the  crumbs  from  our  hands,  and  every 

found  feemed  but  the  echo  of  tranqui- 

lity.     '  I  never  fit  thus,'  fays  Sophia, 

but  I  think  of  the  two  lovers,  fo 

fweetly  defcribed  by  Mr.  Gay,  who 

were  ftruckdead  in  each  other's  arms. 

There  is  fomething   fo  pathetick  in 

the   defcription,    that   I  hare  read 

'  it 
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«  it  a  hundred  times  with  new  rap- 
«  turc.'__<  In  my  opinion,'  cried  my 
fon,  '  the  fineft  ftrokes  in  thnt  defcrip- 
4  tion  are  much  below  thofe  in  the 

*  Acis  and  Galatea  of  Ovid.  The  Ro- 
4  man  poet  undei (lands  the  life  of  con- 
«   trafi  better,  and  upon  that  figure,  art- 
4  fully  managed,  all  ftrength  in  the  pa- 
«  thetick  depends.' — 4  It  is  remarka- 
'  ble,'  cried  Mr.  Burchell,  '  that  both 
'  the  poets  you  mention  have  equally 

*  contributed  to  introduce  a  falfe  tafte 
«  into    their   refpeftivc   countries,    by 
4   loading  all  their  lines  with  epithet. 
4  Men  of  little  genius  found  them  moll 
'  eaiily  imitated   in  their  defefts,  and 
4  Englifli  poetry,  like  that  in  the  lat- 

*  ter  empire  of  Rome,  is  nothing  at 

*  prefent  but  a  combination  of  luxu- 
'  riant  images,  without  plot  or  con- 
'  nefliou  ;  a  tiring  of  epithets  that  im- 
4  prove  the  found  without  carrying  on 
4  the    fenfe.      But  perhaps,    Madam, 
«  while  I  thus  reprehend  others,  you'll 
4  think  it  juft  that  I  mould  give  them 

*  an  opportunity  to  retaliate  ;  and  in- 
'  deed  I  have  made  this  remark  only 
4  to  have  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
4  to   the   company    a   ballad,    which, 
4  whatever  be  it's  other  defers,  is,  I 
4  think,  at  lead  free  from  thofe  I  have 

*  mentioned.' 


A  BALLAD. 


«  fr^  URN,  gentle  hermit  of  the  dale, 
4  And  guide  my  lonely  way, 

*  To  where  yon  taper  chears  the  vale, 
4  With  hofpiublerajr. 

'  For  here  forlorn  and  loft  I  tread, 
4  With  fainting  fteps  and  flow  j 

4  Where  wilds  immeal'urably  fpread, 
4  Seem  lengthening  as  1  go.' 

«  Forbear,  my  fon,'  the  hermit  crie«, 
4  To  tempt  the  dangerous  gloom  ; 

4  For  yonder  faithlefs  phantom  flies 
'  To  lure  thee  to  thy  doom. 

'  Here  to  the  houfelefs  child  of  want, 

4  My  door  is  open  flill ; 
4  And  though  my  portion  is  but  fcant, 

4  I  give  it  with  good  will. 

«  Then  turn  to-night,  and  freely  mare 
4  Whate'er  my  cell  beflows ; 

*  My  rufliy  couch,  and  frugal  fate, 
«  My  bUfiing  an-  repofc. 


4  No  flocks  that  range  the  valley  free, 

(laughter  I  condemn ; 
4  Taught  by  that  Power  that  pities  m-, 
«   1  learn  to  pity  them. 

'  But  from  the  mountain'i  graiTy  fiJe, 

4   A  goiltUfs  lead  1  bring  ; 
4  A  fcrip  with  herbs  and  fruits  fupply'd, 

'  And  water  from  the  fpring. 

4  Then  pilgrim,  turn,  thy  cares  forego  j 
'  All  caith-burn  caret  are  wrong: 

4  Man  wants  but  little  here  below, 
'  Nor  wants  that  little  long.' 

Soft  as  the  dew  from  heav'n  defcendi, 

His  gentle  accents  tell. 
The  modtft  ftranger  lowly  bends, 

And  follows  to  the  cell. 

Far  in  a  wildernefi  obfcure 

The  lonely  manfion  layj 
A  refuge  to  the  neighbouring  poor. 

And  ftrangcrs  led  affray. 

No  (lores  beneath  it's  humble  thatch 

ftequir  d  a  mailer's  care; 
The  wicket,  opening  with  a  latch, 

Rereiv'd  the  harmlefs  pair. 

And  now,  when  bufy  crowds  retire  f 

To  take  thsir  evening  reft, 
The  hermit  tnmm'd  his  liitle  fire, 

And  cbear'd  his  penfive  gueft  : 

And  fpread  his  vegetable  (tore, 

And  gayly  prefs'd  and  (mil'dj 
And  fkill'd  in  legendary  lore, 

The  lingering  hours  beguil'd. 

Around  in  fympathetick  mirth 

It's  t.-icks  the  kitten  tries  i 
T!iC  cricket  chirrups  in  the  hearth, 

The  crackling  faggot  flies. 

But  nothing  could  a  charm  impart 

To  footh  the  ftranjer's  woe  ; 
For  grief  was  heavy  at  his  heart, 

And  tears  beg^n  to  flow. 

His  rifing  cares  the  hermit  fpy'd, 
With  anl'wering  care  opprefs'd  : 

«  Ard  whence,  unhappy  youth,"  he  cry'd, 
4  The  furrows  of  thy  breaft  ? 

4  From  better  habitations  fpurn'd, 

'  Reluctant  doft  th'ou  rove  j 
4  Or  grieve  for  ftiend/hip  unreturn'd, 

4  Or  unregarded  love  ? 

'   Alas!  the  joyi  that  fortune  bring-, 

4   Are  trifling,  and  decay; 
4  And  thofe  who  prize  the  paltry  thingt, 

«   More  trifling  Hill  than  they. 

4  And  what  is  friendfliip  but  a  name, 
'   A  chaim  that  lull'  to  deep  ; 

4  A  (hade  that  follows  wealth  or  fame, 
«  But  leaven  the  wretch  to  wecy  t 

«  And 
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'  And  love  is  ftill  an  emptier  found, 

'  The  modern  fair  one's  jeft; 
'  On  earth  unfeen,  or  only  found. 

*  To  warm  the  turtle's  neft. 

«  For  fliame,  fond  youth,  thy  forrows  hurt), 
«  And  fpurn  the  fex  !'  he  faid  : 

But  while  he  fpoke,  a  rifing  blufh 
His  love-lorn  gueft  betray'd. 

Surpriz'd  he  fees  new  beauties  ri-fe 

Swift  mantling  to  the  view, 
Like  colours  o'er  the  morning  fk'es  } 

As  bright,  as  tranfient  tuo. 

Thebaihful  look,  the  rifing  bread, 

Alternate  fpread  alarms ; 
The  lovely  (hanger  ftands  confeft, 

A  maid,  in  all  her  charms. 

And,  '  Ah,  forgive  a  ftranger  rude, 
'   A  wretch  forlorn,'  flu-  cry'd  ; 

'  \Vhefe  feet  onhallow'd  tMis  intrude 
'  Where  Heav'n  and  you  rtlide  ! 

'  But  let  a  maid  thy  pity  {hare, 

*  Whom  love  has  taught  to  ftray  ; 

«  Who  feeks  for  reft,  but  finds  defpair 
'  Companion  of  her  way. 

*  My  father  liv'd  befide  the  Tyne, 
'   A  wealthy  lord  was  he  ; 

'  Atrd  all  his  wealth  was  mark'd  as  mine, 
«•  He  had  but  only  me. 

«  To  win  me  from  his  tender  arms, 

*  Unnumber'd  fuitors  camej 

*  Who  prais'd  me  for  imputed  charms, 

*  And  felt  or  feign'd  a  flame. 

'  Each  hour  a  mercenary  crowd 

*  With  richeft  proffers  ftrove  : 

r  Among  the  reit  young  Edwin  bow'd, 
1  But  never  talk'd  of  love. 

'  In  hwmble,  fimpleft  habit  clad, 
'  No  wealth  norpc.-wer  had  he; 

*  Wifdom  and  worth  were  all  he  had, 

'  But  thefe  were  all  to  me. 


aui  rneic  were  au  to  me. 

The  hl(  ffom  opening  to  the  day, 
The  dews  of  her.v'n  refin'd, 


*  The  bli  ff«m  opening  to  the  day, 
'  The  dews  of  her.v'n  refin'd, 

'  Could  nought  of  purity  display, 

*  'formulate  his  mind. 

*  The  <'ew,  the  bloff  >m  »n  the  tree, 

*  With  charms  inconlanl  fhine  ; 

*  Thrir  charms  were  his,  but  woe  to  rne, 
'  Their  constancy  was  mine  ! 

«  For  ftill  I  trv'd  ench  fukle  art, 
'   Importunate  and  vain  : 

*  And  while  his  pafllun  touch'd  my  heart, 
'  I  triumph'd  in  his  pain. 

«  Till  quite  deic&ed  with  my  fcorn, 

*  Ht  Itft  me  to  my  j  ride  ; 

*  And  fought  a  folitudc  forlorn, 

*  in  K-tret,  wh?re  he  Jif.d. 


'  But  mijje  the  forrow,  mine  the 'fault, 

'   And  well  my  life  lhall  pay  ; 
«  I'll  fcek  the  folitude  he  fought, 

'  And  ftretch  me  where  he  lay  : 

4  And  there  forlorn,  defpairing,  hid, 

'   I'll  lay  me  down  and  die; 
'  'Twas  fo  for  me  that  Edwin  did, 

'    And  fo  for  him  will  1.' 

'  Forbid  it,  Heav'n  !' the  hermit  cry'd, 

And  clitfp'd  her  to  his  breaft. 
The  wondfring  fair-one  turn'd  ta  chide, 

"Twa    Edwin's  fclf  that  pre3. 

Turn,  Angelina,  ever  dear  ; 
'  My  charmer,  turn  to  fee, 
'  Thy  own,  thy  long  loft  Edwin  here, 
'  Rcftor'd  to  love  and  thee  ! 

'  Thus  1-t  me  hold  thee  to  my  heart, 
"  '   And  ev'ry  care  refign  : 
*   And  (hall  we  never,  never  part, 
'   My  life — my  all  that's  mine  ! 

No,  never  from  this  hour  to  part: 
4   WeM  live  and  love  fo  true  \ 
'•  The  figh  that  rends  thy  conflant  heart, 
'  Sb.ali  break  thy  Edwin's  too.' 

While  this  ballad  was  reading,  So- 
phia Teemed  to  mix  an  air  of  tenderoefs 
with  her  approbation.  But  our  tran- 
quillity was  Toon  difturbed  by  the  re- 
port of  a  gun  juft  by  us,  and  imme- 
diately after  a  man  was  feen  buvfling 
through  the  hedge,  to  take  up  the  game 
he  had  killed.  This  IportCman  was  the 
fquire's  chaplain,  who  had  mot  one 
of  the  black-birds  that  fo  agreeably  en- 
tertained us.  So  loud  a  report,  and 
fo  nenr,  flat-tied  my  daughters  ;  and  I 
could  perceive  thnt  Sophia  in  the  fright 
had  thrown  hei  felf  into  Mr.  Burchell's 
arms  for  protection.  The  gen-tlemart 
came  up,  and  alked  pardon  for  having 
di(turbed  us,  affirming  that  he  was  ig- 
norant of  our  being  fo  near.  He  there- 
fore fat  down  by  my  yourtgeft  daughter, 
and  fportfman  like,  offered  her  what  he 
had  killed  that  morning.  She  was 
going  to  refufe,  but  a  private  look  from 
her  mother  foon  induced  her  to  correct 
the  millake,  and  accept  his  prefent, 
though  with  fome reluctance.  My  wife, 
as  ui'ual,  difcovered  her  pride  in  a  whif- 
JUT;  obferving  that  Sophia  had  made  a 
conqtieft  of  the  chaplain,  as  well  as  her 
filler  had  of  the  (quire.  I  fuipecled, 
however,  with  more  probability,  that 
her  affections  were  placed  upon  a  dif- 
ferent object.  The  chaplain's  errand 
was  to  inform  us,  that  Mr.  Tliornhill 
had  provided  mufick  and  refreshments, 
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and intended  thjt  nightgivingthc young 
laclits  a  ball  by  moon- light,  on  the 
graft- plot  before  our  door.  •  Nor  can 
«  I  deny,'  continued  he,  ,<  but  I  have 
«  an  interett  in  being  fir  It  to  deliver  this 
'  med'age,  as  I  i-xpeiVt  fur  my  r«ward 

•  to  be  honoured  witli   Mifs- Sophia's 
'   hand  as  a  partner.'    To  this  my  girl 
replied,  that  (he  (hould  have  no  objec- 
tion,  if   (he  could  do  it  with  honour  : 
'   Ktit  here,' continued  (he,  '  is  ;t  guitk- 
'  man,'  looking  at  Mr.  Burchell,  '  who 
'  has  been  my  companion  in   the  talk 

*  for  the  day,  ami  it  is  fit  he  (hould 
'  (hare  in  it's  aimifements."    Mr.  Bur- 
chcll  retumtil  her  a  compliment  tor  her 
intentions ;  but  refigned  her  up  to  t!iC 
chaplain,  adding  that  he  was  to  go  that 
night   rive   milts,  bein^  invited  to  nn 
harveft- Hipper.    His  refulal  appeared  to 
me  u  little  extraordinary,  nor  could   I 
conceive  how  fo  (cndble  a  girl  as  my 
youngelt,  could  thus  prefer  a  man  of 
broken  fortunes  to  one  whofe  expecta- 
tions were  much  greater.     But  as  men 
are  molt  capable  of  dittinguifhing  merit 
in  women,  fo  the  ladies  often  form  the 
truelt  judgments  of  us.    The  two  fexes 
feem  placed  as  fpies  upon  each  other, 
and  are  furniftied  with  different  abili- 
ties, adapted  for  mutual  infpeftion. 


CHAP.     IX. 

TWO  LADIES  OF  GREAT  DISTINC- 
TION INTRODUCED.  SUPERIOR 
FINERY  EVER  SEEMS  TO  CONFER 
SUPERIOR  BREEDING. 

MR.  Burcheli  had  fcarce  taken 
itave,  and  Sophia  confcnted  to 
dance  with  the  chaplain,  when  my 
little  ones  came  running  out  to  tell  us, 
that  the  1  quire  was  come,  with  a  crowd 
of  company.  Upon  our  return,  we 
found  our  landlord  with  a  couple  of 
under-gentlemen  and  two  young  ladies 
richly  d  re  fled,  whom  he  introduced  as 
women  of  very  great  diftin<Slion  and 
famion  from  town.  We  happened  not 
to  have  chairs  enough  for  the  whole 
company  ;  but  Mr.  Thornhill  imme- 
diately propofed  that  every  gentleman 
Ihould  (it  in  a  lady's  lap.  This  I  pofi- 
tively  objected  to,  notwithftanding  a 
look  of  disapprobation  from  my  wife. 
Moles  was  therefore  diipatched  to  bor- 
row a  couple  of  chairs ;  and  as  we 
wac  in  want  of  ladies  to  make  up  a 


fet  at  country-dances,  the  two  gentle, 
men  went  with  him  in  queftof  a  couple 
of  partners.  Chairs  and  partners  were 
loon  provided.  The  gentleman  return- 
ed with  my  .neighbour  Flamborough's 
rol'y  daughters,  flaunting  with  red  top* 
knots.  But  an  unlucky  circumliance 
was  not  adverted  to:  though  the  Milt 
11  imboioughs  were  reckoned  the  very 
belt  dancers  in  the  parifh,  and  under- 
llood  the  jig  and  the  rouiui-about  to 
perfection;  yet  they  were  totally  unac- 
quainted with  country-dances.  This  at 
fiill  difcompofed  us  :  however,  after  a 
little  /hovirig  and  dragging,  they  at 
laft  went  merrily  on.  Our  mufick 
confuted  of  two  fiddles,  with  a  pipe 
ami  t  ihor.  The  moon  (hone  bright, 
Mr.  Thornhill  and  my  elde(t  daughter 
led  up  tlve  ball,  to  the  great  delight  of 
the  Ipedawn  ;  for  the  neighbours  hear- 
ing what  was  going  forward,  came 
flocking  about  us.  My  girl  moved 
with  fo  much  grace  and  vivacity,  that 
my  wife  could  not  avoid  difcovering 
the  pri.le  of  her  heart,  by  alluring  me, 
that  though  the  little  chit  did  it  i'o  cle- 
verly, all  the  fteps  were  ftolen  from 
herlejf.  The  ladies  of  the  town  (trove 
hard  to  be  equally  eafy,  but  without 
fnccefs.  They  ("warn,  ("prawled,  lan- 
guiflied,  and  frilked;  but  all  would  not 
do  :  the  gazers  indeed  owned  that  it  was 
fine;  but  neighbour Flamborough  ob- 
ferved,  that  Mifs  Livy's  feet  ieemtd 
as  pat  to  the  mufick  as  it's  echo.  After 
the  dance  had  continued  about  an  hour, 
the  two  ladies,  who  were  apprehenfu-e 
of  catching  cold,  moved  to  break  up 
the  ball.  One  of  them,  I  thought,  ex- 
prefled  her  lentiments  upon  this  occa- 
li./n  in  a  very  coarfe  manner,  vr-hen  (Ike 
obferved,  that  by  the  living  ji;tga,  lie 
i'.-a.<  all  of  a  muckof fweat.  Upon  our 
i  etui  n  to  i he  houle,  we  found  a  very 
Dt  cold  kipper,  which  Mr.  Thorn- 
hill  had  ordered  to  be  brought  with 
him.  The  conversation  at  this  time, 
was  more  referved  than  before.  The 
two  ladies  threw  my  girls  quite  into 
the  (hade;  for  they  would  talk  of  no- 
thing but  high-life,  aiulhigh-livedcom- 
pany  ;  with  other  faihionahle  topicks, 
luch  as  pictures,  ta(te,  Shakefpeare, 
ant!  the  mutical  glades.  'Tib  true,  they 
once  or  twice  mortified  us  fenfibly  by 
(lipping  out  an  oath;  but  that  appear- 
ed to  me  as  the  furelt  fymptoni  of  their 
diftindion,  (though  I  am  lince  ird'ini- 
td  thai  fvveajing  is  perfectly  unfafhion- 

ab!r. 
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able.)  Their  finery,  however,  threw 
a  veil  over  any  groflhefs  in  their 
converfation.  My  daughters  feemed 
to  regard  their  fuperior  accomplifh- 
ments  with  envy ;  and  what  appeared 
amifs  was  afcribed  to  tip- top  quality* 
breeding.  But  the  condefcenfion  of  the 
ladies  was  ftill  fuperior  to  their  other 
accomplifhments.  One  of  them  ob- 
ferved,  that  had  Mifs  Olivia  feen  a 
little  more  of  the  world,  it  would  great- 
ly improve  her.  To  which  the  other 
added,  that  a  fmgle  winter  in  town 
would  make  her  little  Sophia  quite 
another  thing.  My  wife  warmly  af- 
iented  to  both  5  adding  that  there  was 
nothing  flie  more  ardently  wifhed  than 
to  give  her  girls  a  fmgle  winter's  polifti- 
jng.  To  this  I  could  not  help  reply- 
ing, that  their  breeding  was  already 
fuperior  to  their  fortune }  and  that 
greater  refinement  would  only  ferve  to 
make  their  poverty  ridiculous,  and 
give  them  a  tafte  for  pleafures  they  had 
no  right  to  pofiefs.  '  And  what  plea- 
fures,' cried  Mr.  Thornhill,  '  do 
they  not  deferve  to  poflefs,  who  have 
fo  much  in  their  power  to  beftow  ?  As 
for  my  part,'  continued  he,  '  my  for- 
tune is  pretty  large ;  love,  liberty ,  and 
pleafure,  are  my  maxims  :  but  curfe 
me  if  a  fettlement  of  half  my  eftate 
could  give  my  charming  Olivia  plea- 
fure, it  mould  be  her's  ;  and  the  only 
favour  I  would  afk  in  return,  would 
be  to  add  myfelf  to  the  benefit.'  I 
was  not  fuch  a  ftranger  to  the  world  as 
to  be  ignorant  that  this  was  the  fafliion- 
able  cant  to  difguile  the  infolence  of 
the  bafeft  propofal ;  but  I  made  an  ef- 
fort to  fupprefs  my  refentment.  *  Sir,' 
cried  I,  *  the  family  which  you  now 
condefcend  to  favour  with  your  com- 
pany, has  been  bred  with  as  nice  a 
fenfe  of  honour  as  you.  Any  attempts 
to  injure  that,  may  be  attended  with 
very  dangerous  confequences.  Ho- 
nour, Sir,  is  our  only  pofllffion  at 
prefent,  and  of  that  laft  treafure  we 
muft  be  particularly  careful.'  I  was 
foon  forry  for  the  warmth  with  which 
I  had  ipoken  this,  when  the  young 
geatleman,  gralping  my  hand,  fwore 
he  commended  my  fpirit,  though  he 
difapproved  my  fufpicions.  '  As  to 
yourprefenj  hint,'  continued  he,  «  I 
proteft  nothing  was  farther  from  my 
heart  than  fuch  a  thought.  No,  by 
all  that's  tempting,  the  virtue  that 
jrvili  Hand  a  Kgular  fiege  was  never 


*  to  my  tafte ;  for  all  my  amours  are 
'  carried  by  a  coup  de  main  !' 

The  two  ladies,  who  affe&ed  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  reft,  feemed  highly  dif- 
pleafed  with  this  laft  ftroke  of  freedom, 
and  began  a  very  difcreet  and  ferious 
dialogue  upon  virtue  :  in  this  my  wife, 
the  chaplain,  and  I,  foon  joined  j  and 
the  fquire  himfelf  was  at  laft  brought 
to  confefs  a  fenfe  of  forrow  for  his 
former  excefies.  We  talked  on  the 
pleafures  of  temperance,  and  of  the 
fun-mine  in  the  mind  unpolluted  with 
guilt.  I  was  fo  well  pleafed,  that  my 
little  ones  were  kept  beyond  the  ufual 
time  to  be  edified  by  fo  much  good  con- 
verfation. Mr.  Thornhill  even  went 
beyond  me,  and  demanded  if  I  had  any 
objection  to  giving  prayers.  I  joy- 
fully embraced  the  propofal,  and  in 
this  manner  the  night  was  parted  in  a 
moft  comfortable  way,  till  at  laft  the 
company  began  to  think  of  returning. 
The  ladies  feemed  very  unwilling  to 
part  with  my  daughters ;  for  whom 
tliey  had  conceived  a  particular  affec- 
tion, and  joined  in  a  requeft  to  have  the 
pleafure  of  their  company  home.  The 
iquire  feconded  the  propofal,  and  my 
wife  added  her  entreaties  :  the  girls  too 
looked  upon  me  as  if  they  wimed  to  go. 
In  this  perplexity  I  made  two  01  three 
excufes,  winch  my  daughters  as  readily 
removed  ;  fo  that  at  laft  I  was  obliged 
to  give  a  peremptory  refufal  :  for  which 
we  had  nothing  but  fullen  looks  and 
mort  aniwers  the  whole  day  enfuing. 


CHAP.     X. 

THE  FAMILY  ENDEAVOUR  TO  COPE 
WJTH  THEIR.  BETTERS.  THE 
MISERIES  OF  THE  POOR  WHEN 
THEY  ATTEMPT  TO  APPEAR  A- 
BOVE  THEIR  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

I  Now  began  to  find  that  all  my  long 
and  painful  lectures  upon  tempe- 
rance, funplicity  and  contentment,  were 
entirely  dilregarded.  The  diftinclions 
lately  paid  us  by  our  betters  awaked 
that  pride  which  I  had  laid  afleep,  but 
not  removed.  Our  windows  again,  as 
formerly,  were  filled  with  wafhes  for 
the  neck  and  face.  The  fun  was 
dreaded  as  an  enemy  to  the  fkin  with- 
out doors,  and  the  fire  as  a  fpoiler  of 
the  complexion  within.  My  wife  ob- 
fervcfy  that  rifing  too  early  would  hurt 

her 
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ughters  eyes,  th.it  working  after 
their  nofes,  and 
th.it  the  hands  never 
I  fo  white  as  when  they  did  no- 
thing.    Inftead,   tlieiTf.u e,  ot  finifhing 
George's  ihirts,  we  now  had  them  new- 
their  old  gauzes,    or  flou- 
rifhmg  upon   catgut.     The  poor  Mils 
Flamboioughs,  their  former  gay  com- 
panions, were  caft  off  as  mean  acquuin- 
,   and  the  whole  converlation  ran 
upon  high-life, and  hi^h-livcd  company, 
•with  pictures,  tatte,   Sli.ik«ij.f.u;c,  and 
the  mufical  glades. 

But  we  could  have  borne  all  this, 
had  not  a  fortune-telling  gypley  come 
to  raiie  us  into  perfect  fublimity.  The 
tawny  fybil  no  fooner  appeared,  than 
my  girls  came  limning  to  me  for  a 
Shilling  apiece  to  crofs  her  hand  with 
filver.  To  lay  the  truth,  I  was  tiled 
of  being 'always  wife,  and  cou^'d  not 
help  gratifying  their  ivqueft,  becju.e  I 
loved  to  ice  them  hap,  ) .  I  gav;-  e.'di 
of  them  a  (hilling  ;  tlicugh,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  family,  it  mult  beobkrved, 
that  they  never  went  without  money 
themfelves,  as  my  wife  always  gene- 
roufly  let  them  have  a  guinea  each 
to  keep  in  their  pockets;  but  with 
ftrift  injunctions  never  to  change  it. 
After  they  had  been  cloictted  up  with 
the  fortune-teller  for  foine  time,  I 
knew  by  thtir  looks,  upon  theirreturn- 
ing,  that  they  had  been  promifed  lome- 
thing  great.  '  Well,  my  girls,  how 
'  have  you  fped  ?  Tell  me,  Livy,  has 
'  the  fortune-teller  given  thee  a  penny- 
«  worth?' — '  I  protert,  papa/  i:n-s  the 
girl,  '  I  believe  flic  deals  with  J'ome- 

•  body  that's    not  right  j    for  fli 

«  lively  declared,  that  I  am  to  be.mar- 
'  ried  to  a  (quire  in  lefs  than  a  twelve- 
'  month  !>— '  Well,  now,  Sophy,  my 
'  child,'  faid  I,  '  arid  what  hut  of  a 
'  hufbarid  are  you  to  have  ?' — *  Sir,' 
replied  flie,  '  I  am  to  have  a  loid  loon 
'  after  my  fifter  has  married  the  (quire.* 
— '  How,'  cried  I,  '  is  th:it  a:. 

*  are  to  have  for  your  two  (hillings  I 

*  Only  a  lord   and  a   fquiie    for  two 
'  (hillings  !     You  fools,   I  could  have 

•  promilcd  you   a  prince  and  a  nabob 
'  for  half  the  money  !' 

This  curiofity  ot  theirs,  however, 
was  attended  with  veiy  ferious  effects  : 
we  now  began  to  thrnk  ourieivis  de- 
Cgned  by  the  ftars  to  fomethijjg  exalt- 
ed, and  already  anticipated  »our  future 
grandeur. 


It  has  b/en  a  thouf.md  times  ob- 
.  and  I  muft  oblervc  it  once  more, 
.  e  hour*  we  pais  with  ! 
profpefts  in  view,  are  more  pleahng 
thin  thofe  crowned  with  fiuition.  Jn, 
the  firlt  cafe,  we  cook  the  difh  to  our 
own  appetite  j  in  the  latier,  nature 
cooks  it  for  us.  It  is  impofiible  to 
repent  the  tiain  of  agreeable  icveriea 
we  called  up  for  our  enteitainment. 
We  looked  upon  our  fortunes  as  once 
mure  riling;  and  as  the  whole  pariih 
arTerted  that  the  fquire  was  in  love  with 
my  daughter,  (he  was  ailually  fo  with 
him;  for  they  perluacied  her  into  the 
palllon.  In  this  agreeable  interval,  my 
wife  had  the  molt  hicky  dreams  in  the 
world,  which  flie  took  care  to  tell  us 
every  morning,  with  great  lolemnity 
and  exaclnel's.  It  was  one  night  a 
coffin  and  crofs-bones,  the  fign  of  an 
approaching  wedding  :  at  another  time 
flie  imagined  her  daughters  pockets 
filled  wi:h  f.uthings,  a  'certain  fign  they 
would  fliortly  he  ItufFcd  with  gold.  The 
girls  themfelves  had  their  omens.  They 
felt  it  range  kifles  on  their  lips  ;  they 
f.iw  rings  in  the  candle  ;  purfes  bounced 
from  the  tire  5  and  true  love-kncts  lurk- 
ed in  the  bottom  of  every  tea-cup. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  week  we  re- 
ceived  a  card  from  the  town-ladies; 
in  which,  with  their  compliments,  they 
hoped  to  fee  all  our  family  at  cluncli 
the  Sunday  following.      All  S,mnday 
morning    I   could  perceive,  in   confe- 
qucnce  of  this,  my  wife  and  daughters 
in  dole  coiifi-nMice  together,   and  now 
and  then    glancing  at  me   with  looks 
that   betrayed   a    latent  plot.     To    be 
fincere,    I.  had  itrong  lulpidons    that 
fome  ablurd  propofal    was   preparing 
Baring  with  fplcndor   the  next 
day.     In  the  evening  they  began  their 
operations  in   a  very  regular  manner, 
and  my  wife  undertook  to  conduct  the 
iiege.     Alter  tea,    when    I  leemed   ia 
fpirits,    me  began   thus  i    *  I  fancy, 
Charies,  inv  dear,  we   fliall    have  a 
great  .deal  of  good  company  at  our 
church   tu-morrow.' — '  Perh  ps  we 
may,  my  cieir,' returned  I;  '  though 
you    need    be    under    i.o    une^ 
about  th:»t;    yt  u  (hall  have  a  lenr.on. 
wliether  there  be  cr  not." — '  Tliat  is 
what  I  expci^,'  returned,  file  :   '   but 
1  think,  my  eit*r,  we  ought  10  appear 
theie  ds  d«rtcn:iy  as  poliible,  tor  who 
knows  what  muy  ii-.p^en?' — '   Your 
-utioii*,'  itplied  1,  *  are  highly 
D  *  vciu. 
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*  commendable.     A  decent  behaviour 

*  and  appearance  at   church    is  what 
'  charms  me.    We   (hould   be  devout 
'  and  humble,  chearful  and  ferene/ — 

*  Yf-S,'  critd  (he,   '  I  know  that}  but 
'  I  mean,  we  mould  go  there  in  as  pror 

*  per  a  manner  as   poiTibie,  not  alto- 
'  gether  like  the  icrubs  about  us/— - 
«  You  are  quite  right,  my  dear/   re- 
turned I,  '  and  I  was  going  to  make 
'  the  very  fame  propofal.     The  proper 
'  manner  of  going  is,  to  go  there  as 
'  early   as   poffible,  to  have  time  for 

*  me<litation  before  ihe  fervjce  begins/ 
— '  Plioo,  Charles  I1  iirm  upted    (he, 
«   all  this  is  very  true;   b;it  not  what  I 
'  would  be  at.     I    mean,    we  (hould 

*  go  there  genteelly.      You  know  the 

*  church  is   two  miles  off,   and  I  pro- 
'  teft  I  don't  like  to  fee  my  daughters 
'  trudging  up  to  their  pew  all  blowzed 
'  and  red  with  walking,  and  looking 

*  for  all  the  world  as  if  they  had  been 

*  winners  at  a  Anock  nice.     Now,  my 

*  dear,  my  propofal  is  this:   there  are 
'  our  two  plough  horfes,  the  colt  that 
«  has  been   in  our  family  thefe  nine 

*  years,    and  his   companion  Black- 

*  berry,  that  has  fcarce  done  an  earthly 
«  thing  for  this  month  paft.    They  are 

*  both    grown    fat    and   lazy.      Why 

*  mould  they  not  do  fomething  as  weil 
'  as  we?    And  let  me  tell  you,  when 

*  Mofes  has  trimmed  them  a  little,  they 
«  will  cut  a  very  tolerable  figure/ 

To  this  propofal  I  objected,  that 
walking  would  be  twenty  times  more 
genteel  than  fuch  a  paltry  conveyance, 
as  Blackberry  was  wall-eyed,  and  the 
colt  wanted  a  tail  :  that  they  had  never 
been  broke  to  the  rein  ;  but  had  an 
hundred  vicious  tricks;  and  that  we 
had  but  one  faddle  and  pillion  in  the 
whole  houie.  All  thefe  objections, 
however,  were  over-ruled  :  fo  that  I 
was  obliged  to  comply.  The  next 
morning  I  perceived  thsm  not  a  little 
bufy  in  collecting  fuch  materials  as 
might  be  necefTary  for  the  expedition  ; 
but  as  I  found  it  would  be  abufinefsof 
time,  I  walked  on  to  the  church  be- 
fore, and  they  promifed  fpeedily  to  fo.l- 
low.  I  waited  near  an  hour  in  the 
reading-defk  for  their  arrival ;  but  not 
finding  them  come  as  expected,  I  was 
obliged  to  begin,  and  went  through 
the  fervice,  not  without  fome  uneafineis 
at  finding  them  abfent.  This  was  en- 
creafed  when  all  was  fniilhed,  and  no 
appearance  of  the  family,  J  thtrtfore 


walked  back  by  the  horfe-way,  which 
was  five  miles  round,  though  the  foot- 
way was  but  two,  and  when  got  about 
half  way  home,  perceived  the  procei- 
(ion  inarching  (lowly  forward  towards 
the  church;  my  (on,   my  wife,  and  the 
two  little  ones  exalted  upon  one  horfe, 
and  my  two  daughters  upon  the  other.  I 
demanded  the  caufeof  their  delay  j  but 
I  foon  found  by  their  looks  they  had 
met  with  a  thoufand  misfortunes  on 
the  read.     The  horfes  had  at  firrl  re- 
filled to  move  from  the  door,  till  Mr. 
Burchell  was  kind  enough  to  beat  them 
forward  for  about   two  hundred  yards 
with   his  cudgel.    Next,  the  (traps  of 
my   wife's   pillion    broke  down,    and 
they  were  obliged  to  ftop  to  repair  them 
before  they  could  proceed.  After  that, 
one  of  the  horfes  took  it  into  his  head 
to  ftand  Mill,  and   neither  blows  nor 
entreaties  could  prevail  with  him    to 
proceed.     It  was  juft  recovering  from 
this  di final  (ituation  that  I  found  them  j 
but  perceiving  every  thing  fafe,  I  own 
their  prefent  mortification  did  not  much 
difpleafe  me,  as  it  would  give  me  many 
opportunities  of  future  triumph,  and 
teach  my  daughters  more  humility. 


CHAP.    XI. 

THE    FAMILY    STILL    RESOLVE    TO 
HOLD    UP    THEIR    HEADS. 

I 

MICHAELMAS  eve  happen- 
ing on  the  next  day,  we  were  in- 
vited to  burn  nuts  and  play  tricks  at 
neighbour  Flamborough's.  Our  late 
mortifications  had  humbled  us  a  little, 
or  it  is  probable  we  might  have  rejected 
fuch  an  invitation  with  contempt : 
however,  we  fuffcred  ourfelves  to  be 
happy.  Our  honeft  neighbour's  goofe 
and  dumplings  were  fine ;  and  the 
lamb's  wool,  even  in  the  opinion  of 
my  wife,  who  was  a  connoifleur,  was 
excellent.  It  is  true,  his  manner  of 
telling  (lories  was  not  quite  fo  well. 
They  were  very  long,  and  very  dull, 
and  all  about  himfelf,  and  we  had 
laughed  at  them  ten  times  before :  how- 
ever, we  were  kind  enough  to  laugh  at 
them  once  more. 

Mr.  Burchell,  who  was  of  the  party, 
was  always  fond  of  feeing  fome  inno- 
cent amuiemer.t  going  forward,  and  fet 
the  boys  and  girls  to  blindman's  buff. 
My  wife  too  was  perfuaded  to  Join  in 

the 
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the  diveifion,  and  it  gave  me  pkafure 

to  think  ihe  was  not  yet  to»  old.     lu 

the  mean  time,    my  neighbour  and   I 

lied  at  every  feat,   and 

.1  our  own  dexterity  when  we  were 

ockles  fucceeded  next, 

qm  (tions  and  commands  followed  that, 

and  Lift  of  all,  they  fat  down  to  hunt 

tiie  flipper.     As  every  perfon  may  not 

j.i.iintcd  with  this  primaeval  paf- 
,  it  may  be  necelTiiry  to  obferve, 
that  the  company  at  this  play  plant 
themlVIves  in  a  ring  upon  the  ground, 
all  except  one  who  itands  in  the  middle, 
whole  bufinefs  is  to  catch  a  (hoe,  which 
the  company  (hove  about  under  their 

from  one  to  another,  fomcthing 
like  a  v\eavti's  fliuttle.  As  it  is  im- 
poflible,  in  this  cafe,  for  the  lady  who 
is  up  to  face  all  the  company  at  once, 
the  great  beauty  of  the  play  lies  in  hit- 
ting her  a*  thump  with  the  heel  of  the 
1  fhoe  on  that  fide  leatt  capable  of  mak- 
ing defence.  It  was  in  this  mnn- 
ner  that  my  eldeft  daughter  was  hem- 
med in  and  thumped  about,  all  blow- 
zed,  in  fpirits,  and  bawling  for  fair 
play,  with  a  voice  that  might  deafen  a 
ballad-finger;  when,  confufion  on  con- 
fufion,  who  mould  enter  the  room  but 
our  two  great  acquaintances  from  town, 
Lady  Blarney  and  Mifs  Carolina  Wil- 
elmina  Amelia  Skeggs!  Defcription 
would  but  beggar,  therefore  it  is  unne- 
cefl^ry  to  delcribe  this  new  mortifica- 
tion. Death!  to  be  feen  by  ladies  of 
fuch  high  breeding  in  i'uch  vulgar  at- 
titudes !  Nothing  better  could  en  Cue 
from  fuch  a  vulgar  play  of  Mr.  Flam- 
horougb'a  propofing.  We  feemed 
(truck  to  the  ground  for  fome  time,  as 
if  actually  petrified  with  amazement. 

The  two  ladies  had  been  at  our  home 
to  fee  us,  and  finding  us  from  home, 
came  after  us  hither,  as  they  were  un- 
rafy  to  know  what  accident  could  have 
kept  us  from  church  the  day  before. 
Olivia  undertook  to  be  our  prolocutor, 
and  delivered  the  whole  in  a  luminary 
way,  only  laying,  '  We  were  thrown 
*  from  our  horfes.'  At  which  account 
the  ladies  were  greatly  concerned  ;  but 
being  told  the  family  received  no  hurt, 
they  were  extremely  ghd  :  but  being 
informed  that  we  wert  almolt  kille.l  by 
the  fright,  they  were  vaftly  lorry;  but 
hearing  that  we  had  a  very  good  night, 
they  were  extremely  glad  again.  No- 
thing could  exceed  their  compUifance 


to  my  daughters  ;  their  profcfTions  the 
latt  evening  were  wirm,  but  now  tlu-y 
were  ardent.  They  protefted  a  defire 
<-f  having  a  more  bfting  acquaintance. 
Lady  Blarney  was  particularly  attached 
to  Olivia  ;  Mifs  Caiolina  Wilelmina 
Amelia  Skeggs  (I  love  to  give  the  whole 
name)  took  a  greater  fancy  to  her  filter. 
They  fuppoited  the  converfation  be- 
tween themfelves,  while  my  daughters 
fatelilent,  admiring  their  exalted  breed- 
ing. But  as  every  reader,  however  beg- 
garly himlclf,  is  fond  of  high-lived  dia- 
logues, with  anecdotes  of  lords,  ladies, 
and  knights  of  the  garter,  [  mult  bet; 
leave  to  give  him  the  concluding  part 
of  the  prelent  converlition. 

'  All  tiiat  I  know  of  the  matter/ 
cries  Mil's  Skeggs,  '  is  this,  that  it 
may  be  true,  or  it  may  not  be  true  : 
but  this  I  can  a  flu  re  your  lady  (hip, 
that  the  whole  route  was  in  amaze  ; 
his  lordfhip  turned  all  manner  of  co- 
lours, my  lady  fell  into  a  fwoon  ;  but 
Sir  Tomkyn,  drawing  his  fwoid, 
fwore  he  was  her's  to  the  bit  drop  of 
his  blood.' 

'  Well,'  replied  our  peerefs,  '  this 
I  can  lay,  that  the  duchefs  never 
told  me  a  lyllable  of  the  matter,  and 
I  believe  her  grace  would  keep  no- 
nothing  a  fecret  from  me.  This  you 
may  depend  on  as  faft,  that  the  next 
morning  my  lord  duke  cried  out 
three  times  to  his  valet  de  chambre, 
1  Jernigan,  Jernigan,  Jernigan,  bring 
1  me  my  gaiters  I'' 

But  previously  I  mould  hare  men- 
tioned the  very  impolite  behaviour  of 
Mr.  Burchell;  who,  during  this  dii- 
courfe,  fate  with  his  face  turned  to  the 
fire,  and  at  the  conclufion  of  every  fen- 
tence  would  cry  out  Judge  !  an  expref- 
fion  which  difplealed  us  all,  and  in 
fome  meal'ure  damped  the  riling  fpirit 
of  the  converfation. 

'  Belides,  my  dear  Skeggs,'  conti- 
nued our  peerefs,  'there  is  nothing  of 
'  this  in  the  copy  of  verfes  that  Dr. 
*  Burdock  made  upon  the  occafion.' 
Fudge ! 

1  I  am  furprized  at  that,'  cried  Mifs 
Skeggs ;  '  for  he  i'cldom  leaves  any 
'  thing  out,  as  he  writes  only  for  his 
'  own  ainufeincnt.  But  can  your  la- 
'  dylhip  favour  me  with  a  fight  of 
'  them  ?'  FuJge! 

«  My    dear   creature,'   replied   our 

peerefs,    '  do  you   think  J   carry  fuch 

D  z  «  thing* 
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«  things  about  me?  Though  they  are 

*  very  fine  to  be  fure,  and  I  think  my- 
'  felt  fomethingof  a  judge  ;  at  lead,  I 
'  know  what  pjeafes  myi'elf.  Indeed  I 

*  was  ever  ap  admirer  of  all  Dr.  Bur- 
'  dock's  little  pieces;  for  except  what 

*  he  does,    and  our  clear  countefs  at 

*  Hanover    Square,      there's    nothing 

*  comes  out  but  the  molt  loweft  ftuff 
«  in  nature ;   not  a  bit  of  high  life  a- 
'  mong  them.'     Fudge  ! 

'  Yourladyfhip  Ihould  except,'  fays 
t'other, '  yourown  things  in  the  Lady's 
'  Magazine.  I  hope  you'll  (hy  there's 

*  nothing  low-lived  there  ?  But  I  fup- 
'  pole  we  are  to  have  no  more  from 
«  that  quarter?'     Fudgs ! 

'  Why,  my  dear,'  fays  the  lady,  'you 

*  know  iny  reader  and  companion  h.is 
'  left    me    to  be   married   to   Captain 
'  Roach  5  and  as  my  poor  eyes  won't 

*  fuffer  me  to  write  myfelf,  I  have  been 

*  for  fume  time  looking  out  for  an- 
«  other.      A  proper  perfon  is  no  eafy 

*  matter  to  find,  and  to  be  fure  thirty 
*•  pounds  a  year  is  a  (mall  (tipend  for  a 
'  well-bred  girl  of  character,  that  can 
«  read,  write,  and  behave  in  company; 
'  as  for  the  chits  about  town,   there  is 
«  no  bearing  them  about  one.'  Fudge  ! 

*  That  I  know,'  cried  Mifs  Skeggs, 
'  by  experience.  For  of  the  three  com- 
'  pinions  I  had  this  lait  half-year,  o|ie 
'  of  them  refufed  to  do  plain-work  an 
'  hour  in  the  day",  another  thought 

*  twenty-five  guineas  a  year  too  fmall 

*  a  falary,  and  I  was  obliged  to  fend 

*  away  the  third,  becaulel  fufpecled  an 
'   intrigue  with  the  chaplain.     Virtue, 

*  my  dear  Lady  Blarney,  virtue  is  worth 
'  any  price  5  but   where  is  that  to  be 
«  found  ?'     Fudge  > 

My  wife  had  been  fora  longtime  all 
attention  to  this  difcourfe  ;  'but  was 
particularly  (truck  with  the  latter  part 
of  it.  Thirty  pounds  and  twenty-five 
guineas  a  year  made  fifty-fix  pounds 
five  (hillings  Englifh  money,  all  which 
was  in  a  manner  going  a  begging,  and 
might  eafily  be  lecured  in  the  family. 
She  for  a  moment  ftudied  my  looks  for 
approbation  ;  and,-  to  own  a  truth,  I 
was  of  opinion,  that  two  fuch  places 
would  fit  our  two  daughters  exafily, 
Bt-Tuies,  if  the  fquire  had  any  real  af- 
feelion  for  my  eldeft  daughter,  this 
would  be  the  way  to  make  her  every 
way  qualified  for  her  fortune.  My 
wife,  therefore,  was  reiblved  that  we 


mould  not  be  deprived  of  fuch  advaa- 
tages  for  want  of  afTurance,  and  un- 
dertook to  harangue  for  the  family. 
'  I  hope,'  cried  me,  '  your  lady/hip 
'  will  pardon  my  prefent  prefumption. 
'  It  is  true  we  have  no  right  to  pretend 
'  to  fuch  favours ;  but  yet  it  is  natural 
'  for  me  to  wim  putting  my  children. 
'  forward  in  the  world.  And  I  will 
'  be  bold  to  fay,  my  two  girls  have  had 
c  a  pretty  good  education,  and  capacity  ; 

*  at  lealt,  the  country  can't  mew  better. 

*  They   can   read,  write,  and  cult  ac- 
{  compts;  they  understand  their  needle, 
'  broadftitch,  crofs  and  change,  and  all 
'   manner  of    plain   work ;     they   can 
'  pink,   point,   and    frill;    and   know 
'  fomething  of  muiick  ;  they  can  do  up 
'  fmall  deaths^  work  upon  catgut ;  my 
'  eldeft  can  cut  paper,  and  my  youngeft 
'  has  a  very   pretty  manner  of  telling 
f   fortunes  upon  the  cards.'  Fudge! 

When  (he  had  delivered  this  pretty 
piece  of  eloquence,  the  two  ladies  look- 
ed at  eae>h  other  a  few  minutes  in 
filence,  with  an  air  of  doubt  and  im- 
portance. At  latt  Mifs  Carolina  Wil- 
elmiria  Amelia  Skeggs  condefcended  to 
obi'crve,  that  the  young  ladies,  from 
the  opinion  (lie  could  form  of  them  from 
fo 'light  an  acquaintance,  feem^d  very 
fit  for  fuch  employments  :  '  But  a 
'  thing  of  this  kind,  Madam,'  cried 
flic,  addrefling  my  fpoufe,  '  requires  a 
'  thorough  examination  into  charac- 
'  ters,  and  a  more  perfccl;  knowledge 

*  of  each  other.    Not,  Madam,'  con- 
tinued fhe,  '  that  I  in  the  lealt  fu!pc£t 
'   the  young    ladies    virtue,    prudence 
'   and  difcretion  :   but  there  is  a  form 
'  in  thefe  things,    Madam  ;  there  is  a 

*  form.'     Fudge ! 

My  wifcapproved  her fufpicions  very 
much,  obferving  that  (he  was  very  apt 
to  be  fufpicious  herfelf;  but  referred1 
her  to  all  the  neighbours  for  a  charac- 
ter :  but  this  our  peerefs  declined  as 
unneceffary,  alledging  that  her  coufin 
Thornhill'g  recommendation  would  be 
fufficient,  and  upon  this  we  relied  our 
petition. 


CHAP.      XIT. 

FORTUNE      SEEMS      RESOLVED     TO 

.HUMBLE  THE     FAMILY  OF  WAKE- 

FIELD.        MORTIFICATIONS    ARE 

OFT^N 
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OFTEN     MORE      PAINFUL      THAN 
REAL  CALAMITIES. 

WH  E  N  we  were  returned  home, 
the  night  was  dedicated  to 
Schemes  of  future  conquelt.  D 
exerted  much  I'.igacity  in  conjecturing 
which  of  the  two  girls  was  likely  tu 
have  the  bell  place,  and  molt  opportu- 
nities of  feting  good  company.  The 
only  obftacle  to  our  preferment  was  in 
obtaining  the  (quire's  recommendation  ; 
but  h-  iy  (hewn  us  too  many 

initanccs  of  his  fiicndlhip  to  doubt  of 
it  now.  Even  in  bed  my  wife  kept  up 
the  ufual  theme  :  '  Well,  faith,  my 
Charles,  between  ourfelves,  I 
'  th.uk  we  h  .  ve  made  an  excellent  day's 
'  work  of  it  r — '  Pretty  well  T  cried  I, 
not  knowing  what  to  fay. — '  What 
'  only  pretty  well!'  returned  (lie.  '  I 
'  think/it  is  very  well.  Suppoie  the  girls 
'  fliould  come  to  make  acquaintances 

*  of  tafte  in  town !  This  I  am  allured 

*  of,  that  London  is  the  only  place  in 

*  the  world  for  all  manner  of  hufbands. 

*  Bendes,    my   dear,    ftranger   things 
'  happen  every  day  :  and  as   ladies  of 
'  qvulity   are   fo  often  taken  with  my 

*  daughter,  what  will  not  men  of  qua- 

*  lity  be!   Entre  nous,  I.proteft  I  like 
'  my  Lady  Blarney  vaitly,  lb  very  ob- 

*  liging.  However,  Mifs  Carolina  Wil- 
'  elmina  Amelia  Skej^gs  has  my  warm 

*  heart.     But  yet,  when  they  came  to 
'  talk  of  places   in  town,  you  faw  at 

*  once  how  I  nailed  them  !    Tell  me, 
'  my  dear,  don't  you  think  I   did  for 
'  my  children  there  ?' — '  Aye,'  return- 
ed I,  not  knowing  well  what  to  think  of 
the  matter,   «  Heaven  grant  they  may 
'  be   both   the   better  for   it    this   day 
'  three  months  !'  This  was  one  of  thole 
ebfei  vations  I  made  to  imprel's  my  wife 
with  an  opinion  of  my  fagacity ;  for  if 
the  girls  (ucceeded,  then  it  was  a  pious 
vvifti  fulfilled  j   but  if  any  thing  unfor- 
tunate eniucd,  then  it  might  be  looked 
upon  as  a  prophecy.,    All  this  conver- 
lation,  however,  was  only  preparatory 
to  another  f'cheme,  and  indeed  I  dread- 
ed as  much.     This  was   nothing  lefs 
than,  as  we  were  now  to  hold  up  our 
heads  a  little  higher  in  the  world,  it 
<vould  be  proper  to  fell  the  colt,  which 
was  grown  old,  at  a  neighbouring^ fair, 
and  buy  us   a  horfe  that  would   carry 
fingleor  double  upon  an  occafion,  and 
make  a  pretty  appearance  at  church  or 
upon  a  viiit.     Tliis  at  full  I  oppcfed 
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ftoully  ;  but  it  was  as  ftoutly  defended. 

•  I  weakened,   i. 
uncd  ftrength,  till  ;tt  Jail  it  wj» 

•  •d  to  p. in  with  !iun. 

As  the  fair  happened  on  the  follow- 
,-,    I    had  intentions   of '  going 

•  ;  hut  my  wife  pei  l'u  icled  me  thut 
1  had   got  a  culil,   and  nothing  could 

,    upon    her   to   permit   me  from 

home.     '   N .),  my.dear,'  i'ud  (he,  '  our 

:         is  a  difcreet  boy,  and  can 

buy  and  Cell  to  very  good  advan 

yi  u  know  all  our  great  bargains  are 

of  his  purchafing.    He  always  itrmds 

out   and   higgles,  and   aftualiy  tiro 

them  till  he  gt  is  a  bargain.' 

As  I  had  Ibme  opinion  of  my  fon'» 

prudence,  I  was  wilting  enough  to  cn- 

trufl  him  with  this  commiffioq;   and 

the  next  morning  I  perctived  hisfifters 

mighty   buly  in  fitting  out  Molts  for 

the  fair;  trimmiug  his  hair,  bnifhing 

his  buckles,  and  cocking  his  hat  with 

pins.     The  bulinels  of  the  toilet  being 

over,  we  had  at  lalt  the  fatis faction  of 

feeing  him    mounted    upon    the    colt, 

with   a  deal   box  before  him  to  bring 

home  groceries  in.     He  had  on  a  coat 

made  oK  that  cloth  they  call  thunder 

and  lightning ;   which,  though  grown 

too   fliort,   was  much   too  good  to  he 

thrown  away.     His  waiitcoat  was  of 

gofling  green,  and   his  fitters  had  tied 

his  hair  with  a  broad  black  ribband. 

We  all  followed  him  feveral  paces  from 

the  door,  bawling  after  him,  *  Good 

*  luck,  good  luck!'  till  we  could  Ice 

him  no  longer. 

He  was  fcarce  gone,  when  Mr. 
Thornhill's  butler  came  to  congratulate 
xis  upon  our  good  fortune,  f*ymg,  that 
he  overheard  his  young  matter  mention 
our  names  with  great  commendation. 

Good  fortune  leaned  reiblved  not  to 
come   alone.     Another  footman  from 
the  fame  family  followed,  with  a  card 
for  my  daughters,  importing  that  tiie 
two  ladies  had   received  fuch  pleafing 
accounts   from   Mr.  Thornhill   of  us 
all,  that  after  a  few  previous  enquiries, 
they  hoped    to  be   perfectly   fausfied. 
Aye,'  cried  my  wife,  «  I  now  lee  it 
is   no  ealy  matter  to  get  into  tin  fa- 
milies of  the  great ;  but   when  one 
once  gets   in.   then,  as  Moles  lavs, 
one  may  go  deep.'     To  this  piece  of 
humour,  for  ilie  intended    it   for  wit, 
ray    daughters    affuited    with    a    loud 
laugh  of  plralure.     In  fliort,  fuch  was 
her  fatisfaftion  at  tins  raellage,  that 

flic 
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flie  afloally  put  her  hand  in  her  pocket, 
and  gave  the  meflenger  feven-pence 
halfpenny. 

This   was    to  be   our   vifiting-day. 
The  next  that  came,  was  Mr.  Burchell, 
who  had  been  at  the  fair.     He  brought 
my  little  ones  a  pennyworth  of  ginger- 
bread each,  which  my  wife  undertook 
to  keep  for  them,  and  give  them  by 
letters   at    a   time.      He    brought   my 
daughters  alfo  a  couple  of  boxes,  in 
which  they  might  keep  wafers,   fnuff, 
patches,   or  even    money,    when   they 
got  it.     My  wife  was  uiually  fond  of 
a  weazel-fkin  puiTe,  as  being  the  moft 
lucky  ;  but  this  by  the  bye.     We  had 
flill  a  regard  for  Mr.  Burchell,  though 
his  late  rude  behaviour  was   in  forne 
meafuredifpleafing;  nor  could  we  now 
avoid  communicating  our  happinefs  to 
him,  and  afking  his  advice:  although 
we  feldom  followed  advice,  we  were  all 
ready  enough  to  afk  it.    When  we  read 
the  note  from  the  two  ladies,  he  /hook 
his  head,  and  obferved,  that  an  affair 
of  this  fort  demanded  the  utmoft  cir- 
coiTilpeclion.      This  air  of  diffidence 
highly  di,fpleafed  my  wife.     '  I   never 
doubted,  Sir,'  cried  (he,  '  your rea- 
dinefs  to  beagainlt  my  daughters  and 
me.     You  have  more  circum!pe£Hon 
than  is  wanted.     However,  I  fancy 
when  we  come  to  nfk  advice,  we  mall 
apply   to   perfons  who  Item  to  have 
made  vk  of  it  themfelves.' — '  What- 
ever my  own  conduct  may  have  been, 
Madam,'  replied  he,  <  is  not  the  pre- 
ient  queftion  ;  though,  as  I  have  made 
no  11  ie  of  advice  mylelf,  I  mould  in 
Conference  give  it  to  thofe  that  will.' 
As  I  was  appreheniivethis  anfwer  might 
draw  on  a  repartee,  making  up  by  abufe 
what  it  wanted  in  wit,  1    changed  the 
fubjtfl  ;  by  feeming  to   wonder  what 
could  keep  our  fon  fo  long  at  the  fair, 
as  it  was  nowalmoft  night-fall.  '  Never 
mind  our  fon,'  cried  my  wife  ;  '  de- 
pend upon  it   he  knows  what  he  is 
about.     I'll  warrant  we'll  never  fee 
him  (ell  his  hen  of  a  rainy  day.     J 
have  ften  him  buy  fuch  bargains  as 
would   amaze  one.     I'll   tell  you    a 
good  fiory  about  that,  that  will  make 
you    fplit   you   fides   with   laughing. 
Bur,  as  I  live,  yonder  comes  Moles, 
without  a  horfe,  and  the  box  at  his 
back.' 

As  ihe  fpoke,  Mnfes  canie  {lowly  on 
foot,  and  fweaiing  under  the  deal  box, 


which  he  had  ftrapt  rotihd  his  flioulders 
like  a  pedlar.  «  Welcome,  welcome, 
'  Mofes;  well,  my  boy,  what  have  you 

*  brought  us  from  the  fair?' — '  I  have 
'  brought  you   myfelf,'   cried  Mofes, 
with  a  fly  look,  and  refting  the  box  on 
the  drelTer.     '  Aye,  Mofes,'  cried  my 
wife,  '  that  we  know,  but  where  is  the 
<  horfe  ?' — <  I   have    fold  him,'  cried 
Mofes,  '  for  three  pounds  five  /hillings 
'  and  two-pence.' — '  Well  done,  my 
«  good  boy,'  returned   me,    '  I  knew 
'  you  would  touch  them  off.     Between, 
'  ourfelves,  three  pounds  five  /hillings 
'  and  two-pence  is  no  bad  day's  work. 
'  Come,  let  us  have  it  then.'—'  I  have 
'  brought  back  no  money/  cried  Moles 
again:  *  I  have  laid  it  all  out  in  a  bar- 
'  gain  ;  and  here  it  is  !'  pulling  out  a 
bundle  from  his  breaft.  '  Here  they  are  » 

*  a  groce  of  green  fpeftacles,  with  fil- 
'  ver  rims   and  fhagieen  cafes!' — '  A 
'  groce  of  green  JpeftacJes !'  repeated 
my  wife,  in  a  faint  voice.    «  And  you 

*  have  parted  with  the  colt,  and  brought 
'   us  back  nothing  but  a  groce  of  green 
'  paltry  fpectacles!' — '  Dear  mother,' 
cried  the  boy,  '  why  won't  you  liften 
'  to  reafon  ?  I  had   them  a  dead  bar- 
'  gnin,  or  I    fhould  not   have  bought 
'  them."    The  Clrer  rims  alone  will  fclj 
'  for  double  the  monev.'— -'  A  fig  for 
'  the  filver  rims,'  cried  my  wife,  in  9 
paffion  :   ',  I  dare  /'wear  they  won't  fell 
'  in.-  above  half  the  money  at  the  rate 
'  of  broken    filver,    five    millings   an 
'  ounce.' — '  You    need    be   under  no 
'  uneafmefs,'  ci-ird   I,   '  about  felling 
1    (he  rims  ;   for  they  are  not  worth  fix- 
'   pence,  for  I  perceive  they  are  only 
'  copper  varnifhed   over.'  — '  What,' 
cried  my  wife,  '  not  filver!  the  rims  not 

*  filver!1 — '  No,'  cried  I,    '  no  more 

*  filver  than  your  faucepim.' — <  And 
'  fo,'   returned   me,  '  we  have  parted 

*  with   the  colt,  and   have  only  got  a 

*  groce  of  green  fptclacles,  with  cop- 
'  per  rims  and  fhagreen  cafes  !  A  mtiu- 
'  rain  take  fuch  trumpery.   The  biock- 
'  head    has   been  impofed   upon,    and 
'  fhould  have  known  his  company  bet- 
'  ter.' — '  There,    my    dear,'  cried   I, 
'  you  are  wrong ;   he  fhould  not  have 

*  known  them  at  all.' — '  Marry,  hang 
'   the  idiot,'  returned  /he,  '  to  bring  me 
'  fuch  fluff!  if  I   had  them,  I  would 
'  throw   them   in   the   fire !' — «  There 
'  again  you  are  wrong,  my  dear,'  cried 
I  j  '  for  though  they  be  copper,  we  will 

'  keep 
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«  keep  them  by  us,  ns  copper  fpefta- 
«  cles,  you  know,  are  better  than  no- 
«  thing.' 

his  time  the  unfortunate  Mofe« 
'ideceived.  I  now  faw  that  he 
had  indeed  been  impofed  upon  by  a 
prowling  (harper ;  who,  oblerving  his 
figure,  had  marked  him  foi  aneafy  prey, 
fore  aflced  him  the  circumiiances 
of  his  deception.  He  fold  the  horl'e, 
it  feems,  and  walked  the  fair  in  fearch 
of  another.  A  reverend  looking  jnan 
brought  him  to  a  tint,  under  pretence  of 
having  one  to  fell.  '  Here,'  continu- 
ed Moles,  *  wt  met  another  man,  very 
•  well  drefled,  who  defired  to  borrow 
'  twenty  pounds  upon  thefe,  faying, 
'  that  he  wanted  money,  and  would 
difpofe  of  them  for  a  third  of  the 
value.  The  fir  ft  gentleman,  who  pre- 
tended to  be  my  friend,  whiipered 
me  to  buy  them,  and  cautioned  me 
not  to  let  fo  good  an  offer  pafs.  I 
fcnt  for  Mr.  Flamborough,  and  they 
talked  him  up  as  finely  as  they  did 
me,  and  fo  at  laft  we  were  perluaded 
to  buy  the  two  groce  between  us. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

MR..  BURCHELL  IS  FOUND  TO  BE 
AN  ENEMY  ;  FOR  HE  HAS  THE 
CONFIDENCE  TO  GIVE  DISA- 
GREEABLE ADVICE. 

OUR  family  had  now  made  feve- 
ral  attempts  to  be  fine  ;  but  fome 
unforefeen  difalier  demolifhed  each  as 
loon  as  projected.  I  endeavoured  to 
take  the  advantage  of  every  difappoint- 
ment,  to  improve  their  good  fenfe  in 
proportion  as  they  were  fruftrated  in 
ambition.  '  You  fee,  my  children,' 
cried  I,  '  how  little  is  to  be  got  by 
attempts  to  impofe  upon  the  world, 
in  coping  with  our  betters.  Such 
as  are  poor,  and  will  afTociate  with 
none  but  the  rich,aie  hated  by  thofe 
they  avoid,  and  del'pifed  by  thofe 
they  follow.  Unequal  combinations 
are  always  disadvantageous  to  the 
weaker  fide  :  the  rich  having  the  plea- 
fure,  and  the  poor  the  inconvenicn- 
cies  that  rei'ult  from  them.  But  come, 
Dick,  my  boy,  and  repeat  the  fable 
you  were  reading  to-day,  for  the 
good  of  the  company.' 
'  Once  upon  a  time,'  cried  the  child, 
*  a  giant  and  a  dwarf  were  friends, 
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and  kept  together.     They  made  a 
bargain  that  they  would  never  for- 
fakc  each  other,  but  go  feck  adven- 
tures.    The  firft  battle  they   fought 
\v:ts  with  two  Saracens,  antithetic 
who  was  very  courageous,  dr-alt  one 
of  the  champions  a  molt  angry  blow. 
It  did  the  Saracen  but  very  little  in- 
jury, who  lifting  up  his  fword,  fairly 
(track  off  the  poor  dwarf's  arm.    He 
was  now  in  a  woeful  plight ;  hut  the 
giant  coming  to   his  dffiftance,  in  a 
/hurt  time  left  the  two  Saracens  dead 
on   the  plain,  and  the  dwarf  cutoff 
the  dead    man's    head  out  of  ipite. 
They  then  travelled   on    to  another 
adventure.     This  was  againft  three 
bloedy-mindrd  f'atyrs,  who  were  car- 
rying away  a  damf'cl  in  diftrtfs.    The 
dwaif  was  rot  quite  fb  fierce  now  as 
before  ;  but  for  ail  that,  Itruck  the 
firft  blow,  which  was  returned  by  an- 
other that  knocked  out  his  eye:  but 
the  giant  was  foon    up  with  them, 
and  had  they  not  fled,    would  cer- 
tainly have   killed    them  every  one. 
They  were  all  very  joyful    for  this 
victory,  and  the  damiel  who  was  re- 
lieved fell  in  love  with  the  giant,  and 
Tiiariitd  him.      They  now  travelled 
far,    and  farther  tiian  I  can  tell,  till 
they  met  with  a  company  of  robbers. 
The  giant,    for  the  firft  time,    was 
foremoft  now;  but  the  dwaf  was  not 
far   behind.      The  battle  was  llout 
and  long.    Wherever  the  giant  came, 
all  fell  before  him  ;    but  the  dwarf 
had   like  to  have  been  killed  more 
than  once.     At  laft  the  victory  de- 
clared for  the  two  adventurers  ;  but 
the  dwarf  loft  his  leg.     The  dwarf, 
had  now  loft  an  arm.  a  leg,  anJ  an. 
eye,  while  the  giant  was  without  a 
fingle  wound.     Upon  which  he  cried 
out  to  his  little  companion,  "  My 
little  hero,  this  is  glorious  Iport  j  let 
us  get  one  victory  mote,  and   then 
we   mall   have  honour  for  ever."— 
No,"  cries  the  dwarf,  who  was  by 
this  time  grown  wiier,  "  no,  1  de- 
clare offj   I'll  fi.^ht  no  more  ;  for  I 
find  in  every  batilc,  that  you  get  all 
the  honour  and  rewards,  bat  all  the 
blows  fall, upon  me." 
I  was  going  to  moralize  this  fable, 
when  our  attention  was  called  off  to  a 
warm  difpute  between  my  wife  and  Mr. 
Burchdl,  upon  my  daughters  intended 
expedition   to  town.     -My  wife  very 
Jftrcnuoufly  infilled  upon  tlic  advantages 

that 
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that  would  refu It  from  it.   Mr.  Burchell, 
on    the  contrary,    diffuaded    her   with  ' 
great  ardour;  and  I  ftood  neuter.     His 
prefent  diffinfions  Teemed  but   the  fe- 
cond  part  of  thoie  which  were  received 
with  fo  ill  a  grace  in  the  morning.  The 
dtfpute  grew  high,  while  poor  Deborah, 
inltead    of  realbning   ftronger,    talked 
louder,  and  at  laft  was  obliged  to  take 
flielter  from  a  defeat  in  clamour.    The 
conclufion  of  her  harangue,   however, 
was  highly  difpleaffng  to  us  all  :  (he 
knew,  (he  faid,  of  fome,  who  had  their 
fecrct  reafons   for  what  they  advifed  ; 
but,  for  her  part,  (he  wifhed  fuel)  to 
ftay  away   from  her  houfe  for  the  fu- 
ture.    '  Madarrij'  ciied  Burchell,  with 
looks  of  great  compofure,  which  tend- 
td   to  en  flame  her  the  more,  *  as  for 
fecret  reaibns  >ou  are  right ;   I  have 
fecret  renfons,    which   I    forbear   to 
mention,  becaufe  you  are  not  able  to 
anfwer  thole  of  which  I  make  no  fe- 
cret :   but  I  find  my  vifits  here  are 
become  troublefome  ;    I'll   take  my 
leave    therefore    now,    and    perhaps 
come  once  more  to  take  a  final  fare- 
wel  when  I  am  quitting  the  country.' 
Thus  faying,  he  took  up  his  hat,  nor 
could   the  attempts  of  Sophia,  whofe 
louks  leeined    to  upbraid   his  precipi- 
tancy,   prevent  his  goin;.*. 

When  gone,  we  all  regarded  each 
other  for  loine  minutes  with  contufion. 
My  wire,  who  knew  herlclf  to  be  the 
caule,  ftrove  to  hide  her  concern  with 
a  forced  fmile,  and  an  air  of  affurance, 
which  I  was  willing  to  reprove  :  '  How, 

*  woman  !'   cried  I  to  her,  '  is  it  thus 
4  we  treat  Grangers  ?  Is  it  thus  we  re- 
«  turn  their  kindnefs  ?    Be  aflured,  my 
«  de;ir,     that   thcie    were   the  hadheft 
«  words,  and  to  me  the  moft  unplealing, 
«  that  everefcaped  your  lips!' — '  Why 
«  would  he  provoke  me  then  ?'  replied 
file  :   '  blit  I  know  the   motives  of  his 

*  advice    perfectly    well.      He   would 
«  prevent  my  girls  from  going  to  town, 
'  that  he  may  have  the  pleafure  of  my 
«  young-eft  daughter's  company  here  at 
«  home.     But,  whatever  happens,   (he 
«  (hall  chufe  better  company  than  fiich 

*  low-lived  fellow.s    as    he.'— '  Low- 
'  lived,    my  dear,  do  you   call  him  ?' 
cried  I  ;    '  it  is   very   pollible  we  may 
'  miftake  this  man's  character  :    for  he 
«  feeins  upon  fome  occafior.s  the  inoft 
<  -finifhed    gentleman   I  ever  knew.— - 
'  Tell  me,  Sophia,  my  girl,  has  he  ever 

*  given  you  any  fecret  inilances  of  his 
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attachment  ?'— • —  '  His  conversation 
with  me,   Sir,  replied  my  daughter, 
has  ever  been   fenfible,  mod  eft,  and 
pleafmg.      As    to   aught  elfe  ;    no, 
never.     Once  indeed,  I  remember  to 
have  heard  him  fay  he  never  knew  a 
woman   who  could  find  merit  in  a 
man   that  feemed   poor.'  — '  Such, 
my  dear,'  cried  I,  '  is   the  common 
cant  of  all  the  unfortunate  or  idle. 
But  I  hope  you  have  been  taught  to 
judge  properly  of  fuch  "men,  and  that 
it  would  be  even  imdnefs  to  expect 
happinefs  from  one  who  has  been  lo 
v-ry  bad  an  ceconomift  of  his  own. 
Your  mother  and  I  have  now  better 
profpects  for  you.    The  next  winter, 
which  you    will  probably  fpend   in 
town,  will  give  you  opportunities  of 
making  a  more  prudent  choice.' 
What  Sophia's  reflections  were  upon 
this  occafion,    I  cannot  pietend  to  de- 
termint;    but  I  was   not  difplealed   at 
the  bottom,  that  we  were  rid  of  a  gueft 
from  whom  I  had  much  to  fear.     Our 
breach  of  hofpitality  went  to  my  con- 
fcience  a  little  :   but  I  quickly  filenced 
that  monitor  by  two  or  three  fpecious 
reafons,  which  ferved  to  fatisfy  and  re- 
concile me  to  myfelf.'     The  pain  which 
confcience  gives  the  man  who  has  al- 
ready done   wrong,  is   foon   got  over. 
Confcience  is  a  coward, and  thoTe  faults 
it  has  not  itrength  to  prevent,  it  feldom 
has  juftice  enough  to  accufe. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

FRESH  MORTIFICATIONS,  OR  A  DE- 
MONSTRATION THAT  SEEMING 
CALAMITIES  MAY  BE  REAL  BLES- 
SINGS. 


E  journey  of  my  daughters  to 
JL  town  was  now  refolved  upon, 
Mr.  Thornhill  having  kindly  promifed 
to  infpecl  their  conduct  himfelf,  and 
inform  us  by  letter  of  their  behaviour.- 
But  it  was  thought  indifpenfably  ne- 
cefTary  that  their  appearance  (hould 
equal  the  greatnefs  of  their  expecta- 
tion's, which  could  not  be  done  with- 
out expence.  We  debuted  therefore 
in  full  council  what  were  the  eafieft 
methods  of  raifing  money  ;  or,  more 
properly  fpeaking,  what  we  could  moft 
conveniently  fell.  The  deliberation 
was  foon  finifhed  j  it  was  found  that 
our  remaining  horfe  was  utterly  ufe- 

idi 
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lefs  for  the  plough,  without  his  com- 
panion, ::nd  equally  unfit  for  the  road, 
in  eye  :    it  was  therefore 
th::t   we  Ihonld    dilpole  of 

r  tin-  pui  poles  above  mentioned, 

ibouring  fair ;  and,  to  pre- 

th.it  I  mould  go  with 

him  mvlelf.     Though  this  was  one  of 

the  tint  me:  c.ii.tile  tranlaclions  of  my 

1 1  had  nodoubt  about  acquitting 
myfelf  with  reputation.  The  opinion 
a  man  forms  of  his  own  prudence  is 
meafuied  by  tint  of  the  company  he 
keeps;  and  as  mine  was  moltly  in  the 
family  way,  I  had  conceived  no  unfa- 
vourable fentiments  of  my  worldly 
wifdom.  My  wife,  however,  next 
morning,  at  parting,  after  I  had  got 
fome  pacei  from  the  door,  called  me 
back,  to^adviie  me,  in  a  whilp.r,  to 
have  all  my  eyes  about  me. 

I  had,  in  the  ufual  forms,  when  I 
came  to  the  fair,  put  my  horfe  through 
all  his  paces  ;  but  for  fome  time  had  no 
bidders.  At  hit  a  chapman  approach- 
•d,  and  aft'  r  he  had  for  a  good  while 
examined  the  horfeJK>und,  finding  him 
blind  of  one  eye,  ne  would  have  no- 
thin<"  to  fay  to  him  ;  a  fecond  came 
up,  but  oblerving  he  had  a  fpavin, 
declared  he  would  not  take  him  for  the 
driving  home;  a  third  perceived  he  had 
a  wiiutgall,  and  would  bid  no  money; 
a  fourtn  knew  by  his  eye  that  he  had 
the  botts  ;  a  fifth  wondered  what  a 
plague  1  could  do  at  the  fair  with  a 
blind,  ip  ivined,  galled  hack,  that  was 
only  fit  to  be  cut  up  for  a  dog  kennel. 
By  this  time  I  began  to  have  a  molt 
hearty  contempt  for  the  poor  animal 
myfelf,  and  was  almolt  afhamed  at  the 
approach  of  every  cultomer  :  for  though 
I  did  not  ent  rely  believe  all  the  fel- 
lows told  me;  yet  I  reflected  that  the 
number  of  witneff.-s  was  a  llroiig  prc- 
fumption  they  weie  right,  and  St.  Gre- 
gory upon  Good  Woiks,  profcfles  hiin- 
felf  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 

I  was  in  this  mortifying  fituation, 
when  a  brother  clergyman,  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, who  had  alfo  bufmefs  to 
the  fair,  came  up,  and  fliaking  me  by 
the  hand,  prop.>fed  adjourning  to  a 
publick-houle  and  taking  a  glafs  of 
whatever  we  could  get.  I  readily  doled 
with  the  offer,  and  entering  an  ale- 
houfe,  we  were  (hewn  into  a  little  back 
room,  where  there  was  only  a  venerable 
old  man,  who  fat  wholly  intent  over  a 
large  book,  which  he  was  reading.  I 
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never  in  my  life  faw  a  figure  that  pre- 
pofltffed  me  more  favourably.  His 
locks  of  (ilver  grey  venerably  ftiadcd 
his  temples,  and  his  green  old  age 
feemed  to  be  the  rtfultof  health  and 
benevolence.  However  his  prefence 
did  not  interrupt  our  converfation  ; 
my  friend  and  I  difcourfed  on  the  vari- 
ous turns  of  fortune  we  had  met  : 
the  Whiftonian  controverfy,  my  Jaft 
pamphlet,  the  archdeacon's  reply,  and 
the  hard  meafure  that  was  dealt  me. 
But  our  attention  was  in  a  fliort  time 
taken  off  by  the  appearance  of  a  youth, 
who,  entering  the  room,  refpeftfully 
laid  fomethingfofrly  to  the  old  (hanger. 
'  Make  no  apologies,  my  child,'  laid 
the  old  man  ;  '  to  do  good  is  a  duty  we 
'  owe  to  all  our  fellow-creatures  :  take 
'  this,  I  wilh  it  were  more;  hut  five 

*  pounds  will  relieve  your  diiirels,  and 
<  you  are  welcome.'  The  modeft  youth 
fhed  tears  of  gratitude,  and  yet  his  gra- 
titude was  fcarce  equal  to  mine.      I 
could  have  hugged  the  good  old  man 
in  my   amis,  his  benevolence  pleafed 
me  fo.     He  continued  to  read,  and  we 
relumed   our  converfation,    until    my 
companion,  after  fome  time,  recollect- 
ing  that  he  had  bufmefs  to  tranfaft  in 
the  fair,  promifed  to  be   foon   back  j 
adding,  that  he  always  defired  to  have 
as  much  of  Dr.  Primrofe's  company  as 
poiiihle.     The  old  gentleman,  hearing- 
my  name  mentioned,  feemed   to  look 
at  me  with  attention,  for  fome  time, 
and   when    my   friend  was  gone,  moft 
refpe&fully  demanded    if    1    was  any- 
way related  to  the  great  Primrofe,  that 
courageous  monoganiifl,  who  had  been 
the  bulwark  of  the  church.     Never  did 
my  heart  feel  fmcerer  rapture  than  at 
that  moment.      '  Sir,'    cried  I,    «  the 

applaufe  of  fo  good  a  man,  as  I  am 
fure  you  are,  adds  to  that  happinefs 
in  my  bread  which  youi  benevolence 
has  already  excited.  You  behold 
before  you,  Sir,  that  Doctor  Prim- 
rofe,  the  monogamilt,  whom  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  call  great.  You 
here  fee  that  unfortunate  divine,  who 
has  fo  long,  and  it  would  ill  become 
me  to  fay  fuccefsfully,  fought  againll 
the  deuterogamy  of  the  age.' — «  Sir,* 
ried  the  ftranger,  Itruck  with  awe, 
I  fear  I  have  been  too  familiar  j  but 
you'll  forgive  my  cut  ioiity,  Sir  :  I  beg 
pardon.' — •  Sir,'  cried  I,  grafping  his 
hand,  '  you  are  fo  far  from  dilpleafing 

*  me  by  your  familiarity,  that  I  mult 

E  «  bei 
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'  beg  you'll  accept  my  friendfhip,  as 
'  you    already    have    my    efteem.'  — 

*  Then  with    gratitude   I   accept    the 

*  offer,'  cried  he,  fqueezing  me  by  the 
hand,    *  thou  glorious  pillar  of   un- 
'  fliaken    orthodoxy ;     and    do    I  be- 
«  hold — '     I  here  interrupted  what  he 
was  going  to  lay  ;    for  though,  as  an 
author,  I  could  digeft  no  I'rnall  fhareof 
flattery,    yet  now  my  modefty  would 
permit  no  more.     However,  no  lovers 
in  romance  ever  cemented  a  more  in- 
ftantanecusfriendfliip.  We  talked  upon 
feveral  fuhjecls:  at  firft,  I  thought  him 
rather  devout  than  learned,  and  began 
to  think  hedefpifed  all  human  do&rines 
as  drofs.    Yet  this  no  way  lefiened  him 
in  my  efteem  :   tor  I  had  for  fome  time 
begun    privately    to   harbour  fuch  an 
opinion  myfelf.     I  therefore  took  oc- 
cafion  to  oblerve,  that  the  world  in  ge- 
neral began  to  be  blameably  indifferent 
as  to  doctrinal  matters,  and  followed 
human  fpeculation  too  much.    'Aye,' 
*  Sir,'  replied  he,  as  if  he  had  relerved 
all    his    teaming    to    that    moment; 

Aye,  Sir,  the  world  is  in  it's  dotage, 
and  yet  the  cofmogony  or  creation  of 
the  world  has   puzzled   philofophers 
of  all  ages.     What  a  medley  of  opi- 
nions have  they  not  broached  upon 
the  creation1  of  the  world  ?  Sanconia- 
thon,  Manetho,  Berofus,  and  Ocel- 
lus Lucanus,  have  all  attempted   it 
in  vain.     The  latter  has  thel'e  words, 
Anarcbon  ara  kai  atcliitaiwi  to  pan, 
which  imply  that  ail  things  have  nei- 
ther beginning  nor  end.     Manetho 
alfq,     who    lived  about  the  time  of 
Nebuchadon-Afler,    After    being    a 
Syiiack  word  ufually  applied  as  a  fir- 
name  to  the  kings  pf   that  country, 
as  Teglat  Phael-  Afler,  Nabon- After; 
he,  I  lay,  formed  a  conjecture  equal  T 
ly  abfurd  j  for  as  we  ufually  lay,  ek 
to  biblion  kubertietes,    which  implies 
that  books  will  never  teach  the  world; 
fo  he  attempted  to  inveftigate.     But, 
Sir,  I  afk  pardon,  I  am  liraying  from 
the  queftion.'    That  he  actually  was; 
nor   could  I  for  my  life  lee  how  the 
creation  of  the  world  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  bufinefs  I  was  talking  of  5 
but  it  was  fufficient  to  fliew  me  that  he 
•was  a  man  of  letters,  and  I  now  re- 
verenced  him   the  more.      I   was    re- 
folved  therefore  to   bring    him  to  the 
touchftone  ;  but  he  was  too  mild  and 
too    gentle    to    contend    for    viclory. 
Whenever  I  made  any  obfervation  that 


looked  like  a  challenge  to  controverfjr, 
he  would  fmile,  make  his  head,  and 
fay  nothing  ;  by  which  I  underftood 
he  could  fay  much,  if  he  thought  pro- 
per. The  fubjeft  therefore  infenfibly 
changed  from  the  bufinefs  of  antiquity 
to  that  which  brought  us  to  the  fair; 
mine,  I  told  him,  was  to  fell  an  horfe, 
and  very  luckily,  indeed,  his  was  to 
buy  one  for  one  of  his  tenants.  My 
horfe  was  foon  produced,  and  in  fine 
we  ftruck  a  bargain.  Nothing  novr 
remained  but  to  pay  me,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly pulled  out  a  thirty  pound 
note,  and  bid  me  change  it.  Not  being 
in  a  capacity  of  complying  with  his  de- 
mand, he  ordered  his  footman  to  be 
called  up,  who  made  his  appearance  in 
a  very  genteel  livery.  «  Here,  Abra- 

*  ham,'  cried  he,  «  go  and  get  gold  for 

*  this;  you'll  do  it  at  neighbour  Jack- 

*  fon's,  or  any  where.*   While  the  fel- 
low was  gone,   he  entertained  me  with 
a  pathetick  harangue  on  the  great  fear- 
city  of  filver,  which  I  undertook  to  im- 
prove,   by   deploring    alfo    the    great 
fcarcity  of  gold  ;    f^hat  by  the  time 
Abraham  returned,  we  had  both  agreed 
that  money  was  never  fo  hard  to  be 
come  at  as  now.     Abraham  returned 
to  inform  us,  that  he  had  been  over  the 
whole  fair  and  could  not  get  change, 
though  he  had  offered  half  a  crown  for 
doing  it.     This  was  a  very  great  dif- 
appointment  to  us  all  ;    but  the  old 
gentleman  having  paufed  a  little,  alked 
me    if    I    knew    one  Solomon  Flam- 
borough   in   my  part  of  the  country : 
upon  replying  that  he  was  my  next  door 
neighbour,  «  If  that  be  the  cafe  then,' 
returned   he,  '  I  believe  we  fliall  deal. 

You   fliall  have  a  draft  upon  him, 
payable  at  light;  and  let  me  tell  you 
he  is  as  warm  a  man  as  any  within 
five  miles  round  him.     Honeft  Solo- 
mon and  I  have  been  acquainted  for 
many  years  together.     I  remember  I 
always  beat  him  at  three  jumps ;   but 
he  could  hop  upon  one  leg  farther 
than  I.'     A  draft  upon  my  neigh- 
bour was  to  me  the  fame  as  money ;  for 
I   was  fuffrciently  convinced  of  his  a- 
bility  ;    the  draft  was  ligned  and   put 
into  my  hands,  and  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  the 
old  gentleman,  his  man  Abraham,  and 
my  horle,   old  Blackberry,  trotted  orf 
very  well  pleafed  with  each  other. 

After  a  fhort  interval,  being  left  to 
refleclion,  I  began  to  recollect  that  I 
had  done  wrong  in  taking  a  draft 

from 
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from  a  ftnnger,  and  fo  prudently  re- 
folved  upon  following  the  purchafcr, 
and  having  hack  my  horfe.  But  this 
was  now  too  late  :  I  therefore  made 
dircdlly  homewards,  refolving4  to  get 
UN:  draft  ch.ingid  into  money  at  my 
friend's  as  fad  as  poilihle.  I  found  tny 
honelt  neighbour  imoakiiig  his  pipe  at 
his  own  iluoi ,  and  informing  him 
had  .1  imall  bill  upon  him, 
twic  ut'cr.  '  Yon  can  rea  •• 

*  I  (uppoie?'  crieH  I,    «  Ep  .:         J-n- 
'  kinlbn.'— *  Yes,'    returnee  IK-,  •  the 
'  name  is  written  plain  enough,  and  I 

*  know  the  gentleman  too,  the  greateft 
'  rafc'il  UiidtT  the  canopy  of  Heaven. 
'  This  is  th'  very  fam«  rogue  who  fold 

*  us  the  tpeftacies.     Was  he  not  a  ve- 
'  nerable  looking  man,  with  grey  hair, 
'  and   no   flaps    to    his    pocket-holes  ? 
'  And  did   he  not  talk  a  long  ftring 

.«  of  learning  about  Greek,  and  cofmo- 
'  gony,  and  the  woild  ?'  To  this  I  re- 
plied with  a  groan.  *  Aye,', continued 
he,  '  he  has  but  one  piece  of  learning 
'  in  the  world,  and  he  always  talks  it 
'  wherever  he  findMa  fcholar  in  com- 

*  pany  :    but  I  know  the  rogue,   and 
1  will  catch  him  yet.' 

Though  I  was  already .  fufficiently 
mortified,  my  greatelt  ftruggic  was  to 
come,  in  facing  my  wife  and  daugh- 
ters. No  truant  was  ever  more  atnid 
of  returning  to  fchool,  there  to  behold 
the  matter's  vifage,  than  I  was  of  go- 
ing home.  I  was  determined,  how- 
ever, to  anticipate  their  fury,  by  firft 
falling  into  a  pafflon  mylelf. 

Buf.  alls  !  upon  enuring,  I  found 
th.  i.unily  no  way  di (poled  for  battle. 
My  wife  and  girls  were  all  in  tears, 
Mr.Thornhill  having  been  there  that 
day  to  inform  them,  that  their  journey 
to  town  was  entirely  over.  The  two 
ladies  having  heard  reports  of  us  from 
fome  malicious  pcrfon  about  us,  were 
that  day  fet  out  for  London.  He  could 
neither  difcover  the  tendency,  nor  the 
author  of  thefe;  hut  whatever  they 
might  be,  or  whoever  might  have 
broached  them,  he  continued  to  allure 
our  family  of  his  fnendlhip  and  pi\>- 
teftion.  I  found,  therefore,  that  they 
bore  my  difappointmcnt  with  great  re- 
fignation,  as  it  was  eclipfed  in  the 
greatnefs  of  their  own.  But  what  per- 
plexed us  molt  was  to  think  who  could 
be  fo  bale  as  to  afperfe  the  character  of 
a  family  fo  harmleis  as  ours  ;  too  hum- 


ble to  excite  envy,  and  too  Inoffcnfive 
to  create  difguil. 


CHAP.     XV. 

ALL  MR.  BURCHELL'S  VILLAINY 
AT  ONCE  DETECTED.  THE  FOL- 
LY OF  BEING  OVER-WISE. 

THAT  evening,  and  part  of  the 
following  diy,  was  employed  in 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  dilcovcr  our  ene- 
mies :  fcarce  a  family  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood but  incurred  our  fufpictons, 
and  each  of  us  had  realbns  for  our 
opinion  belt  known  to  ourfelves.  As 
we  were  in  this  perplexity,  one  of  our 
litile  boys,  who  had  been  playing  a- 
bioad,  brought  in  a  letter-cafe,  which 
he  found  on  the  green.  It  w.is  quick- 
ly known  to  belong  to  Mr.  Burchell, 
with  whom  it  had  been  feen,  and  upon, 
examination,  contained  fome  hints  up- 
on difFeient  fubje&s ;  but  what  parti- 
cularly engaged  our  attention,  was  a 
fealed  note  fuperfcribed,  The  copy  of  A 
letter  to  be  fent  to  the  ladies  at  Thorn- 
hill  Cajile.  It  inftantly  occurred  that 
he  was  the  b.ife  informer,  and  we  de- 
liberated whether  the  note  fiiould  not 
be  broke  open.  I  was  againlt  it ;  but 
Sophia,  who  laid  (he  was  lure  that  of 
all  men  he  would  be  the  laft  to  be  guilty 
of  fo  much  bafenefs,  infilled  upon  it's 
being  read.  In  this  (he  was  fcconded 
by  the  relt  of  the  family  ;  and,  at  their 
pint  folicitation,  I  read  as  follows: 

'    LADIES, 

'  'T^HE  bearer  will  fufficiently  fa- 
JL  '  lisfy  you  as  to  the  pcrfon 
from  whom  this  comes  :  one  at  leaft 
the  friend  of  innocence,  and  ready 
to  prevent  it's  being  (educed.  I  am 
informed  for  a  truth,  that  you  have 
fome  intention  of»bringing  two  young 
ladies  to  town,  whom  I  have  fome 
knowledge  of,  under  the  character 
of  companions.  As  I  would  nei- 
ther have  (Implicity  impofed  upon, 
nor  virtue  contaminate J,  I  muft  offer 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  impropri- 
ety of  fuch  a  Hep  will  be  attended 
with  dangerous  confequences.  It 
has  never  been  my  way,  to  treat  the 
infamous  or  the  lewd  with  feverity; 
nor  mould  I  now  have  taken  this 
E  *  *  method 
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method  of  explaining  myfelf,  or  re- 
proving folly,  did  it  not  aim  at  guilt. 
Take  therefore  the  admonition  of  a 
friend,  and  ferioufly  reflect  on  the 
consequences  of  introducing  infamy 
and  vice  into  retreats  where  p?ace 
and  innocence  have  hitherto  refided.' 

Our  doubts  were  now  at  an  end. 
There  feemed  indeed  fomething  appli- 
cable to  both  fides  in  this  letter,  and 
it's  cenfures  might  as  well  be  referred 
to  thofe  to  whom  it  was  written,  as  to 
us  ;  but  the  malicious  meaning  was 
obvious,  and  we  went  no  farther.  My 
wife  had  fcarce  patience  to  hear  me  to 
the  end,  but  railed  at  the  writer  with 
unreltrained  refentment.  Olivia  was 
equally  fevere,  and  Sophia  feemed  per- 
fectly amazed  at  his  bafenefs.  As  for 
my  part,  it  appeared  to  me  one  of  the 
viieft  inftances  of  unprovoked  ingrati- 
tude I  had  met  with.  Nor  could  I  ac- 
, count  for  it  in  any  other  manner  tlv.m 
.-by  imputing  it  to  his  defire  of  detaining 
my  youngert  daughter  in  the  country, 
to  have  the  more  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  an  interview.  In  this  manner, 
we  all  fate  ruminating  upon  l'< 
of  vengeance,  when-,  our  other  little 
boy  came  running  in  to  tel!  us  that 
Mr.  Burchcll  was  approaching  at  the 
other  end  of  the  field.  It  is  eafier  to 
conceive  than  df  fcrihe  the  complicated 
fenfations  which  are  felt  from  the  pain 
of  a  recent-  injury,  and  the  pleafure  of 
approaching  vengeance.  T,hough  oiir 
intentions  were  only  to  upbraid  him  with 
his  ingratitude;  yet  it  was  rtfolved  to 
do  it  in  a  manner  that  would  be  per- 
fectly cutting.  For  this  purpofe  we 
agreed  to  meet  him  with  our  ufual 
fmiles,  to  chat  in  the  beginning  with 
more  than  ordinary  kindneis,  to  ainufe 
him  a  little  ;  and  then,  in  the  miiili:  c.f 
the  flattering  calm,  to  burft  upon  him 
like  :m  earthquake,  and  overwhelm 
him  with  the  feme  of  his  own  bafenefs. 
This  being  reiblved'upon,  my  wife  un- 
dertook to  manage  the  bufmefs  herfelf, 
as  (he  really  had  iome  talents  for  fiuh 
an  undertaking.  We  faw  him  ap- 
proach ;  he  entered,  drew  a  chair,  and 
fat  i "own.  '  A  fine  day,  Mr.  Burchell." 
— '  A  very  fine  day,  d«6tor;  though  I 

*  fancy  we  mall  have  ibme  rain,  by  the 
'   ihooting  of  my  corns.' — '  The  flioot- 

*  ing  of  your  horns!'  cried  my  wife,  in 
a  loud  fit  of  laughter — and  then  afk- 
ed  pardon  for  being  fond  of  a  joke. 


'  Dear  Madam,'  replied  he,  «  I  pardon 
'  you  with  all  my  heart;  for  I  proteft 

*  I  mould  not  have  thought  it  a  joke, 
'  had  you  not  told  me.' — '  Perhaps  not, 
'  Sir!'  cried  my  wife,  winking  at  us; 
'  and  yet  I  dare  fay  you   can  tell   us 
'  how   many  jokes   go   to  an   ounce.' 
— <  I  fancy,   Madam,'  returned   Bur- 
chell,    '  you  have  been   reading  a  jell 
'  book  this    morning,    that  ounce  of 
'  jokes  is  fo  very  good  a  conceit;    and 
'  yet,  Madam,  I  had  rather  fee  half  an 

*  ounce  of  underftanding.'— - '  I  believe 
'  you    might,'     cried    my    wife,     ftill 
fmiling  at  us,    though    the  laugh  was 
agaiftlt  her  ;  '  and  yet  I  have  feen  fome 
'  men   pretend   to  undei (landing,  that 

*  have  very  little.' — <  And  no  doubt,' 
replied  her  antagonist, '  you  have  known. 
'  ladies  fet  up  for  wit  that  had  none.' 
I  quickly  began  to  find   that   my  wife 
was  likely  to  gain  but  little  at  this  bu- 
finefs ;    fo  I  refolved   to  treat  him  in  a 
ftyle  of  more  feverity  myfelf.     '  Both 

*  wit  and  understanding,'  cried  I,  'are 
'   trifles,  without   integrity  ;    it  is  that 

*  which  gives  vari^e  to  every  character. 
'  The  ignorant  p"Hfant,  without  fault, 
'  is  greater  than  the  philofopher  with 
'  m^ny  ;  for  what  it.  genius  or  courage 
'  without  an  he  irt  ?    An  boneft  man  is 

*  the  nobleft  -work  of  God. ' 

'  I  always  held  that  hackney 'd 
'  maxim  of  Pope,'  returned  Mr.  Bur- 
chell,  '  as  very  unworthy  a  man  of 
'  genius,  and  a  bafe  defertion  of  his 
'  own  Superiority.  As  the  reputation 
'  of  books  is  railed  not  by  their  free- 
'  dom  from  defect,  but  the  greatneis 
'  of  their  beauties;  fo  fliould  that  of 
'  men  he  prized  not  from  their  exemp- 
'  tion  from  fault,  but  the  fize  of  thofe 
'  virtues  they  are  poffefled  of.  The 
'  fthohr  may  want  prudence,  theftatef- 

*  man  may  have  pride,  and  the  cham- 

*  pion  ferocity ;   but  mall  we  prefer  to 
'  thefe  the  low  mechanick,  who  labo- 
'  r;onfly  plods  on  through  life,  without 
'  cenfure  or  applaufe?    We  might  as 

*  well  prefer  the  tame  correft  paintings 
'  of  the  Flemiili  fchool  to  the  errcne- 
'  ous,   but  fubhme  animations  of  the 
'  Roman  pencil.' 

'  8ir,'  replied  I,  '  your  prefent  ob- 
'  fervation  is  julr,  when  there  are  fliin- 
'  ing  virtues  and  minute  defects  ;  but 
'  when  it  appears  that  great  vices  are 
'  oppofed  in  the  fame  mind  to  as  extra- 
'  ordinary  virtues,  luch  a  character  de- 
'  feives  contempt.' 

«  Perhaps/ 
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up*,'  cried  he,   '  there  may  be 

*  fonu 

'  of  great  vices  joined  to  great  viitues; 

'  yet  in   my  ptogrels   through   life,  I 

tt    yet    found    one    inltance    of 

1  their  exiftcnce  :    on   the.  contrary,    I 

rived,   that  who !.•   th- 

'  mind  was  capacious,   the  an 

*  were  £bod.     And  indeed  Prov, 

*  fecms  kindly  our  friend  in  this  p  ir- 
«  ticular,  thus  to  drtiilitate  the  undet- 
«   Handing  where  the  heart  is  corrupt, 
'   rind  diminilh  the  power  where  time 
'  is  the  will  to  do  mifchief.    This  rule 

*  feems  to  extend  even  to  other  ani- 
'  mals  :  the  little  vermin  race  are  ev«r 

herons,   cruel,    and   cowardly  ; 
'   whillt  thole  endowed  with  ftrength 

*  and  power,  are  generous,  brave,  and 
'  gentle.' 

*  Thefcobfervations  found  well,'  re- 
turned I,  '  and  yet  it  would  he  eafy 
'  this  moment  to  point  out  a  man,'  and 
I  fixed  my  eye  Itedfallly  upon  him, 

*  whofe  head  and  heart  form   a  moft 
'  deteilable  contra  It.     Aye,  Sir,'  '  •!)- 
tinued  I,  ruling  my  voice,  *  and  I  am 
«  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  de- 
'  tecling  him  in  the  midlt  of  his  fan- 
'  cied    fecurity.      Do   yu.  know  this, 
«  Sir!  this  pocket-book  ?' — 'Yes,  Sir,' 
returned  he,  with  a  face  of  impenetra- 
ble afl'urance;    «   that  pocket  book   is 
'  mine,  and  I  am  glad  you  have  found 
f  it.'—'  And  do  you  know,'    cried  I, 
'  this  letter?  N:iy,  never  faulter,  man  ; 
'  but  look  me  hill   in  the  face:    I  lay, 
'  do  you   know  this  letter?' — 'That 
'   letter,'1  returned  lie;   'yes,    it  was  I 
'  that  wrote'that  letter.' — '  And  how 
'  could  you,'  laid  I,  '  Ib  Iv.lUv,  fo  un- 
'  gratefully,  prefume  to  write  this  ler- 
'   ter?' — '  And  how  came  you,'  replied 
he,  with  looks  of  unparalleled  > 
tery,   '  Ib  balely   to  prefume    to    break 
'  open  this  letter?    Don't   you   know, 

*  now,   I  could  hang  you  all  for  this  ? 
'  All  that  I  have  to  do,  is  to  f\vear  at 
'  the  next  jultice's  that  you  have  been 
'  guilty  of  breaking  open   the  lock  of 
'   my  pocket-book,  and  Ib  hang  you  all 
'   up  at  this  door.'    This  piece  of  unex- 
pected  inlblence  raifed    me  to  furh  a 
pitch,  that   I  could   Icarce  govern  my 
p;iilion.    '  Ungrateful  wretch!  be  gone, 

and  no  longer  pollute  mv  dwelling 
with  thy  balenels.  Be  gone,  and  ne- 
ver let  me  feethee  again  !  go  horn  :ny 
door,  and  the  only  puniflnnent  I  wilh 
tine,  ij  an  alarmed  conlcience,  which 
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*  will  he  a  diffident  formcnfor!'     So 

,   I  ilntAv   hi, ii   Ins  pocket-book, 
lie   took  up  with  a  fmile,   ami 
(hutting    the  clafps    with    the    utmolt 
roni|«i>!ure,  left  us,   t]inte  aflonif!. 

•.I nee.     My  wife 

vvas  particularly  enraged  that  nothing 

cmil, I  make    him  angry,  or  make  him 

.  'llainies.     «  My 

'  dear,'  critd  I,  willing  to  calm  thole 
paftions  that  had  been  raifed  too  high 
among  us,  «  we  are  not  to  be  furprized 
that  bad  men  want  fhame;  they  only 
blufh  at  being  detected  in  doing  good, 
hut  glory  in  their  vices. 
'  Guilt  and  Shame  (fays  the  allegory) 
were  at  firit  companions,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  their  journey  infepara- 
bly  kept  together.  But  their  union 
was  foon  found  to  be  difagreeable 
and  inconvenient  to  both  ;  Guilt  gave 
Shame  frequent  uneafinefs,and  Shame 
often  betrayed  the  fecret  confpiracies 
of  Guilt.  After  long  difagreement, 
therefore,  they  at  length  con  fen  ted  to 
part  for  ever.  Guilt  boldly  walked 
forward  alone,  to  overtake  Fate,  that 
went  before  in  the  fhape  of  an  exe- 
cutioner: bnt  Shame  being  naturally 
ti mo roir.,  i:ttiined  back  to  keep 
company  with  Virtue,  which,  in  the 
beginning  of  ilu-ir  journey,  they  had 
left  behind. —  Thus,  my  children, 
after  men  h  ive  travelled  through  a 
few  ll.:;ts  in  \i«e,  lhame  forfakes 
them,  and  returns  back  to  wait  upon 
the  few  virtues  they  have  {till  re- 
maining.' 


CHAP.      XVI. 

THE    FAMILY    USE   ART,     WHICH    IS 
OPPOSED  WITH  STILL  GREATER. 

WHATEVER  might  have  been 
Sophi  I'R  1<  nf  ttions,  the  reft  of 
the  family  was  ealily  conlbled  for  Mr. 
Burchell's  ah  fence  by  the  company  ot 
our  landlord,  whofe  vilits  now  became 
more  ficquent  and  longer.  Though 
he  had  been  di Hippo m ted  in  procuring 
my  d  iiightcrs  die  amurements  of  the 
town,  as  he  defigned,  lie  took  every 
opportunity  of  iupplying  them  with 
thofe  little  recreations  which  our  retire- 
ment would  admit  of.  lie  ufually  came 
in  (he  morning,  and  while  my  fon  and 
I  followed  our  occupations  abroad,  he 
fat  with  the  family  at  home,  and  a- 

inufed 
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imifed  them  by  defcrihing  the  town, 
with  every  part  of  which  he  was  parti- 
cularly acquainted.  He  could  repeat 
all  the  observations  that  were  retailed 
in  the  atmoSphere  of  the  p!a>-houfes, 
ant!  had  all  the  good  things  of  the  high 
•wits  by  rote  long  before  they  made  \vay 
into  the  jeft  books.  The  intervals  be- 
tween converfation  were  employed  in 
leaching  my  daughters  piquet;  or, 
fometimes  in  Setting  iny  two  little  ones 
to  box  to  make  then:  Jharp>  as  he  call- 
ed it  :  but  the  hopes  ot  having  him 
for  a  fon-in-law,  in  Ibme  meaSuie 
blinded  us  to  all  his  imperfections.  It 
muft  be  owned  that  my  wife  laid  a 
thoufand  fchemes  TO  en  trap  him  {  or, 
to  Speak  it  more  tenderly,  ufed  every 
art  to  magnify  the  merit  of  her  daugh- 
ter. Jf'ihe  cakes  at  tea  eat  Ihort  and 
crif'p,  they  were  made  by  Olivia  j  if 
the goofeberry-wine  was  well  knit,  the 
gooffherries  were  of  her  gathering  :  it 
was  her  firgers  which  gave  the  pickles 
their  peculiar  green;  and  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  a  piukl-m^,  it  was  her  judg- 
ment that  mixed  the  ingredients.  Then 
the  poor  woman  would  fometimes  tell 
the  fqm're,  that  flie  thought  him  and 
Olivia  extremely  of  a  iize,  and  would 
bid  both  ftand  up  so  fee  which  was 
taikft.  TheSe  instances  of  running, 
which  me  thought 'impenetrable,  yet 
which  every  body  Saw  thiougl>,  were 
very  pleafihg  to  our  benefactor,  wito 
gave  every  d.iy  fome  new  proofs  of  his 
pafTion,  which  though  they  had  r.ot 
arisen  to  propofuls  of  marriage,  yet  we 
th6»ight  fell  hut  very  little  fliort  of  it ; 
and  his  flowneSs  was  attributed  fume 
times  to  native  bafhfulnefs,  and  Some- 
times to  his. fear  of  offending  his  uncle. 
An  occurrence,  however,  which  hap- 
pened foon  after,  put  it  be)  ond  a 
doubt,  that  he  deiigned  to  become  one 
of  our  family;  my  wife  even  regarded 
it  ap  an  ablblute  promile. 

My  wife  and  daughters  happening 
to  return  a  vilit  to  neighbour  Fbm- 
boroogh's,  found  that  family  h:ni  late- 
ly got  their  pictures  drawn  by  a  limner, 
who  travelled  the  country,  and  took 
JikenefTes  Jar  fifteen  Shillings  a  head. 
As  this  family  and  ours  had  long  a 
Sort  of  rivalry  in  point  of  taSte,  our 
Spirit  took  trie  alarm  at  this  Stolen 
march  upon  us,  and'  notwithstanding 
all  I  could  fay,  and  I  (aid  much,  it 
was  relblved  that  we  Should  have  our 
figures  done  too.  Having,  therefore, 


engaged  the  limner,  for  what  could  I 
do  !  our  next  deliberation  was  to  She-w 
the  Superiority  of  our  tafte  in  the  atti- 
tudes. As  for  our  neighbour's  family, 
there  were  feven  of  them,  and  they 
were  drawn  with  feven  oranges,  a  thing 
quite  out  of  tafte,  no  variety  in  lift, 
no  coir.pofi'ion  in  the  world.  We  de- 
fired  to  have  Something  in  a  brighter 
ftyle,  and  after  nv.my  debates,  at  length 
came  to  an  unanimous  resolution  of  be- 
ing drawn  together,  in  one  large  hif- 
torical  family-piece.  This  would  be 
cheaper,  Since  one  frame  would  Serve 
for  ail,  and  it  would  be  infinitely  more 
genteel ;  for  all  families  of  any  tafte 
were  now  drawn  in  the  fame  manner. 
As  we  did  not  immediately  recollect 
an  historical  Subject  to  hit  us,  we  were 
contented  each  with  being  drawn  as  in- 
dependent historical  figures.  My  wife 
deiired  to  be  represented  as  Venus,  and 
the  painter  was  defued  not  to  b  too 
frugal  of  his  diamonds  in  ht-r  ftoma- 
cher  and  hair.  Her  two  litile  ones 
were  to  be  as  Cupids  by  her  Side,  w^ile 
I,  in  my  gown  and  band,  was  to  pre- 
fent  her  with  my  books  on  tue  VvhiS- 
tonian  contiovcrly.  Olivia  would  be 
drawn  as  at,  Amazon,  Sifting  upon  a 
bank  of  flowers,  drtffed  in  a  green  jo- 
fr-pn,  nth  y  IrfLeil  with  gold,  and  a  whip 
in  her  hand.  Sophia  was  to  he  a  (hep- 
herdels,  with  as  many  lluep  as  the 
painter  could  put  in  for  nothing;  and 
Mo!eswas  to  be  drefferl  out  with  an  hat 
and  white  teatiier.  Our  tafte  So  much 
pleaffd  the  Squire,  that  he  inliited  on 
being  put  in  ?s  one  oS  the  family  in 
the  character  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
at  Olivia's  feet.  This  was  confidered 
by  us  all  as  an  indication  of  his  defire 
to  be  introduced  into  the  family,  nor 
could  we  refule  his  requeft.  The 
painter  was  therefore  fet  to  work,  and 
as  he  wrought  w;th  affi:iuity  and  ex- 
pedition, in  lels  than  four  days  the 
whole  was  compleated.  The  piece  was 
large,  and  it  muft  be  owned  he  did  not 
Spare  his  colours;  for  which  my  wife 
gave  him  great  encomiums.  We  were 
all  perfectly  Satisfied  with  his  perform- 
ance; but  an  unfortunate  circumftance 
had  not  occmred  till  the  piclure  wa» 
finifhed,  which  now  ftruck  us  with  diS- 
inay.  It  was  So  very  large  that  we  had 
no  place  in  the  houie  to  fix  it.  How 
we  all  came  to  disregard  So  material  a 
point  is  inconceivable  ;  but  certain  it 
\&,  we  had  been  all  greatly  remiSs. 

Th« 
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The  picture,  therefore,  inftead  of  gra- 
tifyii)s  our  vanity,  as  we  hoped,  leaned 
in  a  Moft  mortifying  mann.-i,  a^amlt 
the  kitchen  wall,  where  the  cunvas"  was 
ftretclu-d  aiul  pnintrd,  much  too  large 
lo  be  got  through  any  of  the  doois, 
and  the  jell  of  all  our  neighbours.  One 
compared  it  to  Robinfon  Ciuloe's  long 
boat,  too  large  to  be  removed  ;  another 
thought  it  more  refembled  a  reel  in  3 
bottle  }  fome  wonderi-d  how  it  could 
be  got  out,  but  Itill  more  were  amazed 
how  it  ever  got  in. 

But  though  it  excited  the  ridicule  of 
fome,  it  effectually  raifed  more  mali- 
ciousiupg(.ltions  in  many.  Tlie/quire's 
portrait  being  found  united  with  ours, 
was  an  honour  too  great  toefcapeenvy. 
Scandalous  whiipers  begin  to  circulate 
at  ourexpence,  and  our  tranquillity  was 
continually  difturbed  by  perfons  who 
came  as  friends  to  tell  us  what  was  laid 
of  us  by  enemies.  Thcfc  reports  we  al- 
ways relented  with  becoming  fpirit:  but 
fcandal  ever  improves  by  oppofirioo. 

We  once  again  therefore  entered  into 
a  confutation  upon  obviating  the  ma- 
lice of  our  enemies,  and  at  latl  came 
to  a  resolution  which  had  too  much 
cunning  to  give  me  entire  i":;tisfa6tion. 
It  was  this  :  as  the  principal  object  was 
to  discover  the  honour  ot  Mr.  Thorn- 
hill's  addrctfes,  my  wife  undertook  to 
found  him,  by  pretending  to  afk  his 
advice  in  the  choice  of  a  hulband  for 
her  eldeft  daughter.  If  this  was  not 
found  fulficient  to  induce  him  to  a  de- 
claration, it  was  then  reiblved  to  terrify 
him  with  a  rival.  To  this  lall  flep, 
however,  I  would  by  no  menus  give 
my  confent,  till  Olivia  gave  me  the 
mod  foltnin  allurances  that  »he  would 
marry  the  perfon  provided  to  rival  him 
upon  this  occ'diion,  if  lie  did  not  pre- 
vent it  by  taking  her  himltlf.  Such 
was  the  fcheme  laid,  whuh  though  I 
did  not  ftrenuoufly  oppoie,  I  did  not 
entirely  approve. 

The  next  time,  therefore,  that  Mr. 
Thornhill  came  to  fee  us,  my  girls 
took  care  to  be  out  of  the  way,  in  order 
to  give  their  mamma  an  opportunity  of 
putting  her  fcheme  in  execution ;  but 
they  only  retired  to  the  next  room, 
from  whence  they  could  over-hear  the 
whole  conversation  :  my  wife  artfully 
introduced  it,  by  obferving  that  one 

tof  the  Mils  Flamboroughs  was  like  to 
have  a  very  good  match  of  it   in  Mr. 
bp  uiker.     To  this  the  fquirc  afTenting, 
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(he  proceeded  to  remark,  that  they  who 
had  w.tnn  fortimr*  W..TC  always  lure 
of  getting  good  Inifbands  :  '  But  Hea- 
4  ven  help,'  continued  me,  '  the  girls 
'  that  hue  none!  What  fignifies  beau* 
4  ty,  Mr.  Thornhill?  or  wliat  figmfiet 
4  all  tin:  virtue,  and  all  the  qualifica- 
'  tions  in  the  world,  in  this  age  offelf- 
4  interell  ?  It  is  not,  what  is  ihc  ?  bat 
4  what  has  flic?  is  all  the  cry.1 

4  Madam,'  returned  he,  '  I  highly 
'  approve  the  jultice,  as  well  as  the 
4  novelty  of  your  rein  alts  j  and  if  I 

*  were  a  king,   it  fliouid  be  otherwise. 
4  It  fliouid  then  indeed,  be  fine  time* 
4  with  the  girls  without  fortunes:  our 

*  two  young  ladies  fliouid  be  the  tirlk 
4  for  whom  I  would  provide.' 

*  Ah,  Sir!'  returned  my  wife,  *  yoa 
1  are  pleaied  to  be  facetious:  but  I  wiik 

*  I  were  a  queen,    and  then   I  know 

*  where  my  eldell  daughter  fhould  look 

*  for  an  hufband.     But  now,  that  you 

*  have  put  it  into  my  head,  feriouily, 
4  Mr.  Thornhill,    can't   you    recom- 
'  mend  me  a  proper  hufband  for  her  ? 
4  flic   is  now  nineteen  years  old,  well 
'  grown,  and  well  educated  ;   and,  in 
'  my  humble  opinion,  does  not  want 

*  for  parts.' 

4  Madam,'  replied  he,  '  if  I  were  to 
4  chute,  I  would  rind  out  a  perfon 

*  pofTelfed    of    every    accomplishment 
4  that  can  make  an  angel  happy.     Oae 

*  with  prudence,  fortune,  tatte,  and  fin- 
'  ceii;y;  fuch,  Madam,  would  be,   in 
'  my  opinion,  the  proper  hufband.'— 
4  Aye,  Sir,' laid  ihe,  *  but  doyou  know 
4  of  any  fuch  perfon  ?'— '  No,  Madam.' 
returned  he,  4  it  is  impoliible  to  know 
4  any  perfon   that  delerves  to  be  her 
4  hufband  :    file's   too  great  a  treafure 

*  for  one  man's  poll'dTion  j  flic's  a  gori- 
4  tiffs.     Upon   my  foul,  I  /peak  wh.it 
4  I  think  i  Ihe's  an  angel.' —  All,  Mi. 

*  TiiornhilJ,  you  only  flatter  my  poor 
4  girl  :    but  we  have  been  thinking  of 
4  marrying  her  to  one  of  your  tenants, 
'  whole  mother  is  lately  dead,  and  who 
4  wants  a  manager  j  you  know  whom 
4  I  mean,   Farmer  Williams ;  a  warm 

*  man,    Mr.  Thornhill,  able   to  give 
'   her  good  bread  j  and  who  has  : 

4  times  made  her  propofals  :'  (which 
was  actually  the  cale.)  4  But,  Sir,' 
4  concluded  (he,  '  i  Should  be  giad  10 
4  have  your  approbation  of  our  choice.' 
— '  How,  Madam  !'  replied  ti«  ;  4  m» 
4  approbation  !  My  approbation  of 
4  fuch  a  choice  !  Never.  What!  u- 

'  crificc 
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crifice  fo  much  beauty,  and  fenfe, 
and  goodnefs,  to  a  creature  inleniible 
of  the  bleffing  !  Excufe  me,  i  can 
never  approve  of  fuch  a  piece  of  in- 
juftice  !  And  I  have  my  reafons.'— 
Indeed,  Sir,'  cried  Deborah,  '  if 
you  have  your  reafons,  that's  ano- 
ther affair;  but  I  ihould  be  glad  to 
know  thofe  reafons.' —  '  Excufe  me, 
Madam,'  returned  he,  *  they  He  too 
deep  for  difcovery  ;'  (laying  his  hand 
upon  his  bofom  :)  '  they  remain  bumed, 
«  ri vetted  here  !' 

After  he  was  gone,  upon  general 
confultation,  we  could  not  tell  wh.it 
to  make  of  thefe  fine  fentiments.  Oli- 
via coniidered  them  as  instances  of  the 
moft  exalted  paflion  ;  but  I  was  not 
quite  fo  fanguine;  it  feemed  to  me 
pretty  plain,  that  they  had  more  of  love 
than  matrimony  in  them  :  yet,  what- 
ever they  might  portend,  it  was  refolvtfd 
to  profecute  the  fcheme  of  Farmer 
Williams,  who,  from  my  daughter's 
firft  appearance  in  the  country,  had 
paid  her  his  addrefles. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

SCARCE  ANY  VIRTUE  FOUND  TO 
RESIST  THE  POWER  OF  LONG 
AND  PLEASING  TEMPTATION. 

AS  I  only  ftudied  my  child's  real 
happinefs,  the  afliduity  of  Mr. 
Williams  pleak-d  me,  as  he  was  in.  eat'y 
circumftanccs,  prudent,  and  iinceie. 
It  required  but  very  little  encourage- 
ment to  revive  his  former  paflion  ;  fo. 
that  in  an  evening  or  two  he  and  Mr. 
Thornhill  met  at  our  houie,  and  fur- 
veyed  each  other  for  fume  time  with 
looks  of  anger  :  but  Williams  owed 
his  landlord  no  rent,  and  little  regard- 
ed his  indignation.  Olivia,  on  her 
fide,  afted  the  coquette  to  perfection  ;  if 
that  might  be  called  ailing,  which  was 
her  real  character,  pretending  to  lavilh 
all  her  tendernefs  on  her  new  lover. 
Mr.  Tlionihill  appeared  quite  d 
at  this  preference,  and  with  a  pcnfive 
air  took  leave  5  though  I  own  it  puz- 
zled mi',  to  find  him  io  much  in  pain  as 
he  appeared  to  be,  when  he  had  it  in  his 
power  10  eafily  to  removed  the  cauls,  by 
declaring  an  honourable  pailion.  Hut 
whatever  uneaiinefs  he  leeined  to  en- 
dure, it  could  eafily  be  perceived  that 
Olivia's  anguifh  was  flill  greater.  Af- 


ter any  of  thefe  interviews  between  rol- 
lovers, of  which  there  were  feveral,  (he 
ufually  retired  to  folitude,  and  there  in- 
dulged her  grief.  It  was  in  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation  I  found  her  one  evening,  after  \ 
fhe  had  been  for  fome  time  fupporting 
a  fictitious  gaiety.  «  You  now  fee, 
'  my  child,1  faid  I,  '  that  your  confi- 
'  dence  in  Mr.  Thornhill's  paffion  was 
'  all  a  dream:  he  permits  the  rivalry 
.'  of  another,  every  way  his  inferior, 
'  though  he  knows  it  lies  in  his  power 
'  to  fecure  you  to  himfelf  by  a  candid 
'  declaration.' — '  Yes,  papa,'  return- 
ed fhe,  '  but  he  has  his  reafons  for  this 
'  delay:  I  know  he  has.  The  fince- 
'  rity  of  his  looks  and  words  convince 
'  me  of  his  leal  efteem.  A  fliort  time, 

*  I  hope,  will  difcover  the  generofity  of 
'  his  fentiments,  and  convince  you  that 

*  my  opinion  of  him  has  been  more  juft 
'  than  yours.' — '  Olivia,  my  darling,' 
returned  I,  '  every  fcheme  that  has  been 
'  hitherto  purfued  to  compel  him  to  a 
'  declaration,  has  been   propofed  and 
'  planned  by  jourfelf,  nor  can  you  in 
'  the  lealt  fay  that  I  have  conftrained 
'  ytfu.     But  you  muft  not  ftippofe,my 
'  dear,  that  I  will  ever  be  instrumental 
'   in   fuffering   his    honeft  rival    to   be 
'  the  dupe  of  your  ill-placed    paflion. 
'   Whatever  time  you  require  to  bring 
'  your  tuncicd   admirer  to  ah  explana- 
'   tion  fii.ill  be  granted  :   but  at  the  ex- 
'  piration  of  that  term,  if  he  is  ftill  re- 
'  gardlefs,  I  muft  abfolutejy  infift  that 
'  honeit  Mr.  Williams  (hall  be  reward- 
'  ed   for  his   fidelity.      The  character 
'  which  I  have  hitherto  fupported  in 
'  life  demands  this  from  me,  and  my 
'   tendernefs  as  a   parent,    mall  never 
'  influence'  my    integrity   as    a   man. 
'  Name  then  your  day,  let  it  be  as  dif- 
'  tant  as  you  think  proper,  and  in  the 
'  mean  time  take  care  to  let  Mr. Thorn- 
'  hill  know  the  exac~l  time  on  which  I 
'  dtfign  delivering  you  up  to  another. 
'  If  he  really  loves  you,  his  own  good 

*  ferife  will  readily  fuageft  that  there 
'  is  hut  one  method  alone   to   prevent 
'   his  lofing  you  for  ever.'     This  pro- 
pofal,  which  me  could  not  avoid  con- 
iidering  as   perfectly  juft,  was  readily 
agreed  to.     She  again  renewed  her  molt 
pofitive  promife  of  marrying  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, in  cafe  of  the  other's  infenfibi- 
lity  ;  and  at  the  next  opportunity,  in 
Mr.  Thornhill's    prefence,     that    day 
month  was  fixed  upon  for  her  nuptials 
with  his  rivul. 

Such 
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Such  via^rous  proceedings  Teemed  to 
redouble  Mr.  rhomhill's  anxiety  : 
hut  wiiat  OlivLi  really  felt  gave  me 
foine  uneafmtMs.  In  this  (truggle  be- 
i  prudence  and  pillion,  her  viva- 
city quite  forfook  her,  and  every  op- 
portunity of  folitude  was  fought,  and 
fpent  in  teirs.  One  week  palled  away  ; 
but  Mr.  Thornhill  made  no  efforts  to 
re  (train  her  nuptials.  The  fucceeding 
week  he  was  (till  alfidurnis,  but  not 
more  open.  On  the  third  he  difcon- 
tinued  his  vifits  entirely;  andinfteadof 
my  daughter  teftifying  any  impatience, 
as  I  exported,  (he  feemed  to  retain  a 
penlive  tranquillity,  which  I  looked 
upon  as  relionation.  For  my  own  parr, 
I  was  now  fmcerely  pleafed  with  think- 
ing that  my  child  was  going  to  be  fe- 
cured  in  a  continuance  of  competence 
and  peace,  and  frequently  applauded 
her  refolution,  in  preferring  happinefs 
to  oftenration. 

It  was  within  about  four  days  of  her 
intended  nuptials,  that  my  little  family 
at  night  were  gathered  round  a  charm- 
ing fire,  telling  Itories  of  the  paft,  and 
laying  fchemes  for  the  future.  Bulled 
in  forming  a  thoufand  projects,  and 
laughing  at  whatever  folly  came  up- 
permoft.  '  Well,  Moles,'  cried  I,  -'we 
'  ftiall  foon,  my  boy,  have  a  wedding 

*  in  the  family  ;  what  is  your  opinion 

*  of  matters  and   things  in  general  ?* 
•— '  My   opinion,   father,  is,  that  all 
'  things  go  on  very  well  ;  and  I  was 
'  juft  now  thinking,  that  when  fitter 
'  Livy  is  married  to  Farmer  Williams, 
'  we  (hall  then  have  the   loan   of  his 
'  cyder-prefs  and  brewing-tubs  for  no- 
«  thing/—4  That  we  mall,  Mofes,' 
cried  I,  «  and  he  will  (ing  us  Death  and 
'  the  Lady  to  raife  our  ipirits  into  the 
'  bargain.' — '  He  has  taught  that  fong 

*  to  our  Dick,'  cried  Mofes  ;   '  and  I 
'  think  he  goes  through  it  very  pret- 
'  tily.' — «  Does  he  fo  ?'  cried  I,  'then 
'  let  us  have  it:   where's  little  Dick  ? 
'  let   him  i:p   with  it  boldly.' — '  My 

*  brother  Dick,'  cried  Bill,  my  young- 
elt,  '  is  ju.lt  gone  out  with  filter  Livy  ; 

*  but  Mr.   Williams   has  taught  me 
c  twofongs,  and  I'll  lingthem  for  you, 

*  papa.     Which   fdhg  do  you  chufe, 
1  "The  dying  S-ivan,  or  the  EU%y  on  the 
1  Death  of  a  Mad  Dog?' — <  The  elegy, 

*  child,  by  all  means,'  (aid  I  ;   '  1  ne- 
«  ver  heard  that  yet — and  Deborah>  my 
'  life  1  grief,  you  know,  is  dry  ;  let  us 
'   have  a  bottle  of  the  belt  goofeberry- 
'  wine,  to  keep  up  our  fpirits.     I  have 


wept  fo  much  at  all  forts  of  elegies 
of  late,  that  without  an  enlivening 
glafs  I  am  lure  this  will  overcome 
me. — And  Sophy,  love,  take  your 
guitar,  and  thrum  in  with  the  boy  a 
little.' 


AN  KLEGV  ON  THE  D1AT«  OF  A  MAD 
DOG. 

GOOD  people  all,  of  every  forr, 
Give  ear  unto  my  fong  5 
And  if  you  find  it  wondrous  ihurt, 
It  cannot  hold  you  long. 

In  Iflington  there  was  a  man, 
Of  whom  the  world  might  fay, 

That  ftill  a  godly  race  he  ran, 
Whene'er  he  went  to  pray. 

A  kind  and  gentle  heart  he  had, 
To  comfort  friends  and  foes ; 

The  naked  every  day  he  clad, 
When  he  put  on  his  cloaths. 

And  in  that  town  a  dog  was  found, 

As  many  dogs  there  he, 
Both  mongrel,  puppy,  whelp  and  hound, 

And  curs  of  low  degree. 

This  dog  and  man  at  firfl  were  friends  5 

But  when  a  pique  began, 
The  dog,  to  gain  his  private  ends, 

Went  mad  and  bit  the  man. 

Around  from  all  the  neigbouring  flreets, 
The  wond'ring  neighbours  ran  ; 

And  fworethedog  had  loft  his  wits, 
To  bite  fo  good  a  man. 

The  wound  it  feem'd  both  fore  and  fad, 

To  every  chriftian  eye  ; 
And  while  they  fwore  the  dog  was  mad, 

They  fwore  the  man  would  die. 

But  foon  a  wonder  came  to  light, 
That  fliew'd  the  rogues  they  ly'd; 

The  man  recover'd  of  the  bite, 
The  dog  it  was  that  died. 

'  A  very  good  boy,  Bill,  upon  my 
word ;  and  an  elegy  that  may  truly 
be  called  tragical. — Come,  my  chil- 
dren, here's  Bill's  health,  and  may 
he  one  day  be  a  bifhop  !* 
'  With  all  my  heart,'  cried  my  wife; 
and  if  he  but  preaches  as  well  as  he 
lings,  I  rmke  no  doubt  of  him.  The 
molt  of  his  family,  by  the  mother's 
fide,  could  ling  a  good  long  :  it  was 
a  common  faying  in  our  country,  that 
the  family  of  the  Blcnkinfops  could 
never  look  (traight  before  them,  nor 
the  Hugginlbns  blow  out  a  candle  ; 
that  there  were  none  of  the  Grograms 
but  could  ling  a  (bug,  or  of  theMar- 
F  *  jorams 
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«  jorams  hut    could   tell  a    ftory.* — 
«  However  that  be,'  cried  I,  '  the  molt 

*  vulgar  ballad  of  all  generally  pleafes 

*  me  better  than  the  fine  modern  odes, 
'  and  things  that  petrify  in  a  fingie 
«  ftanza  ;   productions  that  we  at  once 
«  deteft  and  praife. — Put  the  glafs  to 
«  your    brother,    Mofes. — The  great 
'  fault  of  thefe  elegiafts  is,  that  they 
«  are  in  defpair  for  griefs  that  give  the 
«  fenfible   part  of  mankind  very  little 

*  pain.     A  lady  lofes   her  muff,  her 
«  fan,  or  her  lap-dog,  and  fo  the  filly 
'  poet  runs  home  to  verfify  thedifafter.' 

'  That  may  be  the  mode,'  cried 
Moles,  '  in  fublimer  compofition  ;  but 
'  the  Ranelagh  fongs  that  come  down 
'  to  us  are  perfe&ly  familiar,  and  all 
«  caft  in  the  fame  mould  :  Collin  meets 
«  Dolly,  and  they  hold  a  dialogue  to- 
«  gether  j  he  gives  her  a  f*ii  inj*  lo  put 

*  in  her  hair,  and  me  ptefents  him  with 
'   a  nofrgay  ;  and  then   they  go  toge- 
«  ther  to  church,  whtre  they  give  good 

*  advice  to  young  nymphs  smd  fwains 

*  to  get  married  as  fa  ft  as  they  can.' 

*  And  very  good  advice  too,'  cii-d 
1 5  '  and  I  am  tol.l  there  is  not  a  place 

*  in    the  world  v.-hcre  advice  can  be 
«  given   with  fo    much    propriety   as 
'  there  ;    for,    as    it  perfuades  us  to 
'  many,  it   alfo  furniflies    us  with  a 
«  wife  :  and  furcly  that  mult  be  an  ex- 
«  ceilent   market,  my    boy,  where  we 

*  are  told  what  we  want,  and  fupplicd 
«  with  it  when  wanting.' 

1  Yes,  Sir,'  returned  Moft-s,  (  and 
'  I  know  but  of  two  Inch  markets  for 

*  wives  in  Europ?,   Ranelagh  in  Eng- 

*  land,  and  Poimrabia  in  Spam.    The 
{  Spanifh  m?ike(  is  open  once  a  year, 
«  but  oar  Englifh  wives  are   faleable 
'  every  night.' 

'  You  are  right,  my  boy,1  cried  his 
mother,  '  Old  England  is  -t!ie  only 

*  place  in  the  world  for  hufbands  to 

*  <rt  wives.* — '  And  for  wives  to  ma- 

*  nage  their  htiflj.mds,'  interrupted  I. 

*  It  is    a    proverb    abrr:ui,   I  hat    if    a 
«   bridge  were  built  acrofs  the  fra,  all 

*  the   ladies  of  the   continent   would 
'    come  over  to  take  pnttern  from  ours  : 

*  for  there  are  no  fuch  wives  in  Europe 
'  as  our   own.     But   let  us  have  one 
«  bottle  more,   Deborah,  my  life — and 
'  Mofes,  give  us  a  good  long.     What 
«  thanks  do  we  not  owe  to  Heaven  for 

*  thus  beftowing  tranquillity,   health, 
«  and  competence  !  I  think  myfeif  hap- 

*  pier  now  than  the  gieaidt  monarch 
«  upon  earth,  lie  has  no  fuch  fire-fide, 


*  nor  fuch  pleafant  faces  about  it.  Yes, 
'  Deborah,  we  are  now  growing  old  j 
'  but  the  evening  of  our  life  is  likely 
'  to  be  happy.  Wearedefcended  from 

*  anceftors  that  knew  no  ftain,  and  we 
'  /hall  leave  a  good  and  virtuous   race 
'  of  children   behind  us.     While  we 
'   live  they  will  be  our  fupport  and  our 
'   pleafure  here,  and  when  we  die  they 
'  will  tranfmit  our  honour  untainted 
'  tcrpofterity.— Come,  myfon,we  wait 
'    for  a  long  :     let  us   have  a  chorus. 
'  But   where   is   my  darling  Olivia; 
'  that   little  cherub's   voice  is  always 
'  fweeteft  in  the  concert  ?'     Juft  as  I 
fpoke,  Dick   came   running   in,     *  O 
'  papa,  papa,  (he  is  gone  from  us,  flie 
'  is  gone  from  us ;  my  fitter  Livy   is 
'  gone  from   us  for  ever.'—'  Gone, 
'  child  !'— '  Yes,  flie  is  gone  off  with 
'  two  gentlemen  in  a  po(t-chaife  ;  and 
1  one  of  them  kitted  her,   and  faid  he 
'  would  die  for  her  ;  and  fhe  cried  very 

*  much,    and  was  for  coming  back  5 
'  but  he  perfuaded  her  again,  and  /he 
'  went  into  the  chaife,  and  laid,  "  O, 
"  what  will  my  poor  papa  do  when  he 
"  knows  I  am  undone/'— 'Now,  then,' 
cried  I,  '  my  children,  go  and  be  mifer- 

*  able:  for  we  fliall  never  enjoy  one  hour 
'  more.     And  O  may  Heaven's  ever- 
'    lading  fury  light  upon  him  and  his! 
4  thus  to  rob  me  of  my  child  !    And 
'  fure   it   will,    for   taking  back   my 

*  fweet  innocent  that  I  was  leading  up 
'  to   heaven.      Such    fmcerity   as    my 
'   child  was  pofiefTed   of!    But  all  our 
'   eai'thly  happinels  is  now  over  !    Go, 
'   my  children  !   go,  and  be  miferable 
'   and  infamous  ;  for  my  heart  isbro- 
'  ken  within  me  !' — 'Father,'  cried  my 
fon,   '  is  this  your  fortitude?'—'  For- 
'  tilude,   child  !    Yes,    he  (hall   fee  I 
'  have  fortitude  !  Bring  me  my  piftols. 
'  I'll  purfuc  the  traitor.     While  he  is 
'  on  earth  I'll  purfue  him.     Old  as  I 
'  am,  he  mall  find  I  can  fting  him  yet. 
'  The  villain  !  the  perfidious  villain  !' 
I  had  by  this  time  reached  down   my 
piltols,    when   my   poor   wife,    whofe 
patfions  were  not   fo   ftrong  as    mine, 
caught  me  in  her  arms.    '  My  deareft, 
'  deareft    hulband,'     cried    (he,    '  the 
'  Bible  is  theonly*weapon  that  is  fit  for 
'   your   old   hands   now.     Open  that, 
'  my  love,   and  read  our  anguilh  into 
'  patience,    for  me  has  vilely  deceived 
'   us.'—'  Indeed,    Sir,'     relumed   my 
fon,   after  a  paule,   *  your  rage  is  too 

*  violent  and  unbecoming.  Youfliould 
«  be  my  mother's  comtcuttr,  and  you 

'  increase 
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irtcreafc  her  pain.  It  ill  fuited  you 
and  your  reverend  character  thus  to 
cm  lit  your  greater!  enemy  :  you  mould 
not  have  cur  fed  him,  villain  as  he  is.' 
— '  I  did  notcurfe  him,  child,  did  I  ?' 
—-'  Indeed,  Sir,  you  did  ;  you  curfed 
him  twice/  — '  Then  m.iy  llcavrn 
forgive  me  and  him  if  I  did.  And 
now,  my  Ion,  I  Ice  it  was  moiethan 
human  benevolence  that  fir  ft  taught 
us  to  bid's  our  enemies  !  Bleffed  be  his 
holy  name  for  all  the  good  he  hath 
given,  and  for  all  that  he  hath  taken 
away.  But  it  is  not,  ii  is  not  a  fmall 
diftrcfs  that  can  wring  tears  from 
thefe  old  eyes,  that  have  not  wept  for 
fo  many  yeais.  My  child!  To 
undo  my  darling!  May  confufion 
fcize  !— Heaven  forgive  me,  what  am 
I  about  to  fay  ! — You  may  remember, 
my  love,  how  good  (he  was,  and 
how  charming  ;  till  this  vile  moment, 
ail  her  care  was  to  make  us  happy. 
Had  (he  but  died  !  But  flic  is  gone, 
the  honour  of  our  family  contami- 
nated, and  I  muft  look  out  for  hap- 
pincfs  in  other  worlds  than  here.— . 
But,  my  child,  you  faw  them  gooff: 
perhaps  he  forced  her  away?  If  he 
forced  her,  me  may  yet  be  innocent.' 
— «  Ah,  no,  Sir,'  cried  the  child  ;  '  he 
only  killed  her,  and  called  her  his 
angel,  and  (he  wept  very  much,  and 
leaned  upon  his  arm,  and  they  drove 
off  very  fait.'—'  She's  an  ungrateful 
creature,'  cried  my  wife,  who  could 
carce  fpeak  for  weeping,  '  to  ufe  us 
thus.  She  never  had  the  lealt  con- 
iiraint  put  upon  her  affections.  The 
vile  (trumpet  has  bafely  delerted  her 
parents  without  any  provocation, 
f  thus  to  bring  your  grey  hairs  to  the 
'  grave,  and  I  muft  (hortly  follow.' 

In  this  manner  that  night,  the  firft 
of  our  real  misfortunes,  was  (pent  in 
the  bitternefs  of  complaint,  and  ill- 
fupported  fallies  of  enthufiafm.  I  de- 
termined, however,  to  find  out  our 
betrayer,  wherever  he  was,  and  re- 
proach his  balenefs.  The  next  morn- 
ing we  miffed  our  wretched  child  at 
breakfaft,  where  (he  uled  to  give  life 
and  chearfulnefs  to  us  all.  My  wiie, 
as  before,  attempted  to  cafe  her  heart 
by  reproaches.  '  .Never,'  cried  (lie, 
'  (hall  tint  vileft  (lain  of  our  f  imily 

*  again  darken  thele  harmlefs  doors.   I 
'  will  never  call  her  daughter  more.  No, 

*  let  the  (trumpet  live  with  her  vile  (e- 


ducer  ;  flie  may  bring  us  to  (hame,  but 
/lie  (hall  never  more  deceive  us.1 
«  Wife,'  laid  I,  «  do  not  talk  thu* 
hardly  :  my  detcftation  of  her  guilt 
is  as  great  as  y., us  ;  but  crer  flull 
this  houle  and  this  hi.u  t  he  open  to 
a  poor  returning  repent  in  t  (inner. 
The  (boner  (he  returns  from  her 
tranlgreflion,  the  more  welcome  (hall 
(he  be  to  me.  For  the  firlt  time  the 
very  belt  may  err;  art  may  perfuade, 
and  novelty  fpread  out  it's  charm. 
The  firft  fault  is  the  child  of  Simpli- 
city j  but  every  other  the  offspring  of 
Guilt.  Yes,  the  wretched  creature 
mall  be  welcome  to  this  heart  and 
this  houfe,  though  (lained  with  ten 
thoufand  vices.  I  will  again  hearken 
to  the  mufick  of  her  voice,  again  will 
I  hang  fondly  on  her  bofom,  if  I  find 
but  repentance  ihere. — My  Con,  bring 
hither  ihy  Bible  and  my  (raff  :  I  will 
purlue  her,  wherever  (he  is ;  and 
though  I  cannot  fave  her  from  (hame, 
I  may  prevent  the  continuance  of 
iniquity/ 


CHAP.   xvnr. 

THE  PURSUIT  OF  A  FATHER  TO 
RECLAIM  A  LOST  CHILD  TO  V1R- 


THOUGH  the  child  could  not 
deiciibe  the  gentleman's  perfon 
who  handed  his  filter  in  to  the  poft-chaife, 
yet  my  fulpicions  fell  entirely  upon  our 
young  landlord,  whofe  character  for 
I'uch  intrigues  was  but  too  well  known. 
I  therefore  directed  my  fteps  towards 
Thornhill  Caltle,  reviving  to.  upbraid 
him,  and,  if  poflible^  to  bring  back  my 
daughter!  but  before.!  had  reached 
his  feat,  I  was  met  by  one  of  my  pa- 
rifliioners,  who  faid  he  faw  a  young 
lady  refembling  my  daughter  in  a  poft- 
chaii'e  with  a  gentleman,  whom,  by  the 
description,  I  could  only  gueis  to  be 
Mr.  Burchcll,3nJ  that  they  drove  very 
fait.  This  information,  however,  did 
by  no  means  fatisfy  me.  I  therefore 
went  to  the  young  fquire's,  and  though 
it  was  yet  early,  infilled  upon  feeing 
him  immediately:  he  foon  appeared 
with  the  molt  open  familiar  air,  and 
feet  ned  perfectly  amazed  at  my  daugh- 
ter's elopement,  protelting  upon  hit 
honour  that  he  was  quite  a  ftrangrr  to 
F  -  it. 
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it.  I  now  therefore  cori  lemned  my 
former  fufpicions,  and  could  turn  them 
only  on  Mr.  Burchell,  who  I  recollected 
had  of  late  feveral  private  conferences 
with  her  :  but  theappearance  of  another 
witnefs  left  me  no  room  to  doubt  of 
his  villainy,  who  averred  that  he  and 
my  daughter  were  actually  gone  to- 
wards the  Wells,  about  thirty  miles 
off,  where  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
company.  Being  driven  to  that  (fate 
of  mind  in  which  we  are  more  ready 
to  aft  precipitately  than  to  reafon  right, 
I  never  debated  with  myfelf,  whether 
thefe  .accounts  might  not  have  been 
given  by  perfons  purpofely  placed  in  my 
way,  to  miflead  me,  but  relblved  to  pur- 
fue  my  daughter  and  her  fancied  deluder 
thither.  I  walked  along  with  enrneft- 
nefs,  and  enquired  of  feveral  by  the 
way ;  but  received  no  accounts,  till 
entering  the  town,  I  was  met  by  aper- 
fon  on  hot  fehack,  whom  I  remembered 
to  have  feen  at  the  fquire's,  and  heaf- 
fured  me,  that  if  I  followed  them  to 
the  races,  which  were  but  thirty  miles 
farther,  I  mightdepend  upon  overtaking 
them  ;  for  he  had  feen  them  dance  there 
the  night  before,  and  the  whole  a(Tem- 
bly  feeined  charmed  with  my  daughter's 
performance.  Early  the  next  day  I 
walked  forward  to  the  races,  and  about 
four  in  the  afternoon  I  came  upon  the 
courfe.  The  company  made  a  very 
brilliant  appearance,  all  carneftly  em- 
ployed in  one  purfuit,  that  of  pleafure; 
how  different  from  mine,  that  of  re- 
claiming a  loft  child  to  virtue  !  I 
thought  I  perceived  Mr.  Burchell  at 
fotrie  diftance  from  me  :  but  as  if  he 
dreaded  an  interview,  upon  my  ap- 
proaching him,  he  mixed  among  a 
crowd,  and  I  faw  him  no  more.  I  now 
reflected  that  it  would  be  to.no  purpofe 
to  continue  my  purfuit  farther,  and  re- 
folved to  return  home  to  an  innocent 
f.viiily,  who  wanted  my  afliitance.  But 
the  agitations  of  my  mind,  and  the  fa- 
tigues I  had  undergone,  threw  me  into 
a  fever,  the  fymptoms  of  which  I  per- 
ceived before  I  came  off  the  courfe. 
This  was  another  unexpected  ftroke, 
as  I  was  more  than  feventy  miles  diftant 
from  home  :  however,  I  retired  to  a  lit- 
tle ale-houfe  by  the  road-fide,  and  in 
this  place,  the  ufual  retreat  of  indigence 
and  frugality,  I  laid  me  down  patiently 
to  wait  the  'Ifus  of  my  diforder.  I  lan- 
guilhed  here  for  near  three  weeks  j  but 


at  laft  my  conftitution  prevailed,  though 
I  was  unprovided  with  money  to  defray 
the  expences  of  my  entertainment.  It 
is  poflible  the  anxiety  from  this  lait 
circumftance  alone  might  have  brought 
on  a  relapfe,  had  I  not  been  fupplied 
by  a  traveller,  who  (topped  to  take  acur- 
fory  refreshment.  This  perfon  was  no 
other  than  the  philanthi  apick  bookleller 
in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard,  who  has 
written  fo  many  little  books  for  chil- 
dren :  he  called  himfelf  their  friend; 
but  he  was  the  friend  of  all  mankind. 
He  was  no  fooner  alighted,  but  he  was 
in  hade  to  be  gone  ;  for  he  was  ever  on 
bufinefs  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and 
was  at  that  time  actually  compiling 
materials  for  the  hiftory  of  one  Mr. 
Thomas  Trip.  I  immediately  recol- 
lected this  good-natured  man's  red 
pimpled  face;  for  he  had  published  for- 
me againft  the  Deuterogamifts  of  the 
age,  and  from  him  I  borrowed  a  few 
pieces  to  be  paid  at  my  return.  Leaving 
the  inn,  therefore,  as  I  was  yet  but 
weak,  I  refolved  to  return  home  by 
eafy  journeys  of  ten  miles  a  day.  My 
health  and  ufual  tranquillity  were  ai- 
moft  reftored,  and  I  now  condemned 
that  pride  which  had  made  me  refrac- 
tory to  the  hand  of  correction.  Man 
little  knows  what  calamities  are  beyond 
his  patience  to  bear  till  he  tries  them  : 
as  in  aicending  the  heights  of  ambition, 
which  look  bright  from  below,  every 
ftep  we  rife  mews  us  fome  new  and 
gloomy  profpect  of  hidden  difappoint- 
ment;  fo  in  our  defcentfrom  the  fum- 
mit  of  pleafure,  though  the  vale  of  mi- 
fery  below  may  appear  at  firft  dark  and 
gloomy,  yet  the  bufy  mind,  ftiil  atten- 
tive to  it's  own  amufement,  finds  as  we 
defcend  fomething  to  flatter  and  pleafo. 
Still  as  we  approach,  the  darkeft  ob- 
jeils  appear  to  brighten,  and  the  mental 
eye  becomes  adapted  to  it's  gloomy 
fituation. 

I  now  proceeded  forward,  and  had 
walked  about  two  hours,  when  I  per- 
ceived what  appeared  at  a  diftance  like 
a  waggon,  which  I  was  refolved  to 
overtake  ;  but  when  I  came  up  with  it, 
found  it  to  be  a  drolling  company's 
cart,  that  was  carrying  their  fcenes  and 
other  theatrical  furniture  to  the  next 
village,  where  they  were  to  exhibit. 
The  cart  was  attended  only  by  the  per- 
fon who  drove  it,  and  one  of  the  com- 
pany, as  the  reft  of  the  players  were  to 
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follow  the  en  Cuing  tiny.  '  Goodcompa- 

'   ny  upon  the  mad,'   1'iys  tiic  proverb, 
•  is  the  ihorteit  cur.'  I  therefore  entered 
>nvei  farion  with  the  poor  player; 
an. I  us  I  CMU  e  h  ul  loine  the.iti  ical  j 
iml'-lf,  I  diff-rted  on  Inch  topicks  with 
my  ul'u.il  fri-edum.    hut  as  I  was  pretty 
much  unacquainted   with   the  pit-lent 
ftate  of  the  It  ige,  I  demanded  who  were 
ll-iu  theatrical  writers  in  vogue, 
•who  the   Drydens   ami  Otwnys  of  the 
day.     '   I  fancy,  Sir,'  cried  the  player, 
few  of  our  modern  dramatilts  would 
think  themltlvrs  much  honoured  by 
complied    to   the  writers   you 
mention.     Dryden  and  Rowe's  man- 
ner, Sir,  are  quite  out   of  fafliion  ; 
our  talte  has  gone  back  a  whole  cen- 
tury j  Fletcher,  Ben  Johnfon,  and  all 
the  plays  of  Shakefpeare,  are  the  only 
things  that  go  down.' — '  How,'  cried 
,  «  is  it  pofllble  the  prefent  age  can 
be  pleafcd  with  that  antiquated  dia- 
lect,   that    ohfolete    humour,    thofe 
over- charged    characters,    which    a- 
bound  in  the  works  you  mention  ?' 
— '  Sir,'  returned  my  companion,  *  the 
publick  think  nothing  about  dialect, 
or  humour,  or  character  ;  for  that  is 
none  of  thtir  bufmefs;    they  only  go 
to  be  amufed,  and   find   thernfelves 
happy  when  they  can  enjoy  a  panto- 
mime, underthe  fanction  of  Johnfon's 
or  Shakefpeare's  name.'—'   So  then, 
I  fuppofe,'  cried  I,  '  that  our  modern 
dramatics    are    rather    imitators   of 
Shakeipeare  than  nature.' — '  To  fay 
the  truth,*  returned  my  companion, 
I  don't  know  that  they  imitate  any 
thing   at  all;    nor   indeed  does  the 
publick  it-quire  it  of  them  :   it  is  not 
thecompolition  of  the  piece,  but  the 
number  of  ftarts  and  attitudes  that 
may   be  introduced   that  elicits   ap- 
pUufe.      I   have  known  a  piece  with 
not  one  jelt  in  the  whole,  fhrugged 
into  popularity,  and  another  favtd  by 
the  poet's  throwing  in   a  fit  of  the 
gripes.    No,  Sir,  the  works  of  Con- 
greve  and  Faiquhar   have  too  much 
wit  in  them  for  the  prefent  talte;  our 
modern  dialect  is  much  more  natural.' 
By  this  time  the  equipage  of  the  ftrol- 
ling  company  was  arrived  at  the  village, 
•which,  it  It-ems,'  had  been  apprized  of 
our  approach,    and  was  come  out   to. 
gaze  at  us;  for  my  companion  obferved, 
that  Ihollers  always    have  more  J'pec- 
tators  without  doors   than  within.     I 
did  not  confider  the  impropriety  of  my 


being  in  fucii  company,  till   I  faw   a 
muh  ;  I  therefore  took 

:  as  fall  as  poUi!>k, 
ale-hoi!!t  that  uffeK-.f  ;  and  being  fhcwu 
into  the  common  room,  was  accented 
by  a  very  well-dreflld  gentleman,  who 
demanded  whether  I  was  the  real  chap- 
lain of  the  company,  or  whether  it  w.it 
only  to  be  my  mafqtierade  character  in 
the  play.  Upon  informing  iiim  of  the 
truth,  and  that  I  did  not  belong  in  any 
fort  to  the  company,  he  was  <- 
It-ending  enough  to  ddire  me  and  the 
plajer  to  partake  of  a  bowl  of  punch, 
over  which  he  difcufled  modern  politicks 
with  great  earneitne.'s  and  intoreil.  I 
let  him  down  in  my  own  mind  for  no- 
thing lei's  than  a  parliament- man  at 
lealt;  but  was  aim  jit  confirmed  in  my 
conjectures,  when  upon  afking  what 
there  was  in  the  houfe  for  fupper,  he 
infifted  that  the  player  and  I  mould  fup 
with  him  at  his  houfe  ;  with  which  re- 
queft,  after  fome  entreaties,  we  were 
prevailed  on  to  comply. 


CHAP.     XIX. 

THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  A  PERSOS 
DISCONTENTED  WITH  THE  PRE- 
SENT GOVERNMENT,  AND  AP- 
PREHENSIVE OF  THE  LOSS  OF 
OUR  LIBERTIES. 

Til E  houfe  where  we  were  to  be 
entertained,  lying  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  village,  our  inviter  ob- 
ferved, that  as  the  coach  was  not  ready, 
he  would  conduct  us  on  foot,  and  we 
foon  arrived  at  one  of  the  moll  magni- 
ficent maniions  I  had  feen  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  The  apartment  into 
which  we  were  fhewn  was  perfectly 
elegant  and  modern  ;  he  went  to  give 
orders  for  fupper,  while  the  player, 
with  a  wink,  i.bl'erved  that  we  were 
perfectly  in  luck.  Our  entertainer  foon 
returned,  an  elegant  fupper  was  brought 
in,  two  or  three  ladies  in  an  ealy  dif- 
habille  were  introduced,  and  the  con  . 
venation  began  wnh  lome  fprightlinefs. 
Politicks,  however,  was  the  lubjecton 
which  our  eiuert  imer  chiefly  expatia- 
ted ;  tor  he  allerted  that  liberty  w*s  at 
OIKC  his  boalt  and  his  teiror.  After 
the  cloih  was  removni,  he  alk'd  me  if 
I  had  it-en- the  lai  Monitor;  to  which 
replying  in  tlte  IK-,.  ,nvr,  '  What,  nor 
'  the  Ail-lira-,  i  iuppofei"  cried  he. 
«  Neither, 
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*  Neither,  Sir,*  returned  I.     *  That's 

*  ftrange,    very  ftrange !'    replied   my 
entertainer.      '   Now,    I  read   all    the 
«  politicks  that  come  out.    The  Daily, 
«  the  Public,  the  Ledger,    the  Chro- 

*  nicle,    the    London    Evening,     the 
«  Whitehall   Evening,    the   feventeen 

*  Magazines,  and  the  two  Reviews; 
«  and  though  they  hate  each   other,  f 

*  love  them  all.     Liberty,  Sir,  liberty 

*  is  the  Briton's  boaft  ;  and  by  all  my 
'  coal  mines  in  Cornwall,  I  reverence 

*  it's  guardians.1 — e  Then  it  is  to  be 

*  hoped,'  cried  I,  '  you  reverence  the 

*  king.' — '  Yes,'  returned  my  enter- 
tainer, '  when  he  does  what  we  would 
«  have  him  ;   but  if  he  goes   on  as    he 

*  has  done  of  late,  I'll  never  trouble 

*  myfelf  more  with  his  matters.    I  fay 

*  nothing.     I  think  only,  I  could  have 

*  directed  fome  things  better.     I  don't 

*  think  there  has  been  a  fufficrent  num- 

*  berof  advifers  :  he  mould  advife  with 
'  every  perfon  willing  to  give  him  ad- 
«  vice,  and  then  we  ihould  have  things 
'  done  in  another  gueft  manner." 

'  I  wifh,'  cried  I,  '  that  fuch  in- 
'  trading  advifers  were  fixed  in  the 

*  pillorv.     It  fliould    be   the   duty  of 
«  honeft  men  to  afliit  the  weaker  fide  of 

*  our  conftitution,  that  facred  power 
'  that  has   for  fome   years  been  every 

*  day  declining,    and   lofing  it's   due 

*  (hare  of  influence  in  the  ftate.     But 
«  thefe  ignorants  (till  continue  the  cry 

*  of   liberty,    and    if    they    have    any 
'  weight,  bafely  throw  it  into  the  fub- 
'  fiding  fcale.' 

'  How,'  cried  one  of  the  ladies,  '  do 
'  I  live  to  fee  one  fo  bafe,  fo  fordid, 

*  as  to  be  an  enemy  to  liberty,  and  a 

*  defender  of   tyrants?   Liberty,   that 
«  facred  gift  of  Heaven,  that  gloiioiis 
'  privilege  of  Britons!' 

4  Can  it  bepcffible,'  cried  our  enter- 
tainer, '  that  there  fliould  be  any  funnel 
'  at  prefent  advocates  lor  flavery  ?  Any 

*  who  are  for  meanly  giving   up  the 
'  privileges  of  Britons  ?  Can  any,  Sir, 

*  befo  abjea?' 

'  No,    Sir,'    replied    I,  '  I  am   for 

*  liberty,  that  attribute  of  gods  !   Glo- 

*  rious  liberty  1  that  theme  of  modern 

*  declamation.     I  would  have  all  men 
'  kings.     I  would  be   a  king  myfelf. 

*  We  have  all  naturally  an  equal  right 
'  to  the  throne  :  we  are  all  originally 
'  equal.     This  is  my  opinion,  and  was 

*  once  the  opinion  of  a  fet  of  honeft 

*  i?ien  who  were  called  Levellers.  They 


tried  to  ereft  themfelves  into  a  com* 
munity,  where  all  fliould  be  equally 
free.      But,    alas !    it  would    never 
anfwer  ;  for  there  were  fome  among 
them  ftronger,  and  fome  more  cun- 
ning than  others,  and  thefe  became 
m  afters   of  the  reft;  for  as   fure  as 
your  groom  rides  your  horfes,  be- 
caufe  he  is  a  cunninger  animal  than 
they,  fo  furely  will  the  animal  that 
is  cunninger  or  ftronger  than  he,  fit 
upon   his  moulders   in  turn.      Since 
then  it  .is   entailed    upon  humanity 
to   fubmit,  and   fome   are    born    to 
command,  and   others  to  obey,  the 
queftion  is,  as  there  muft  ba  tyrants, 
whether  it  is  better  to  hive  them  in 
the  fame  houfe  with  us,    or   in   the 
fame  village,  or  ftill  farther  off,   in 
the  metropolis.     Now,  Sir,  for  my 
own  parr,  as  I  naturally  hate  the  face 
of  a  t^iant,  the  farther  off  he  is  re- 
moved from  me  the  better  pleafed  am 
I.     The  generality  of  mankind  alfo 
are  of  my  way  of  thinking,  and  have 
unanimoufly  created  one  king,  whofe 
election  at  once  diminishes  the  num- 
ber of  tyrants,  and  puts  tyranny  at 
the  greateft  diftance  from  the  greateft 
number  of  people.     Now  the  great, 
who  were  tyrants  themfelvts  before 
the  eleftion  of  one  tyrant,  are  natu- 
rally  averfe   to   a   power  raifed  over 
them,  and   whofe   weight  muft  ever 
jean  heavieft  on  the   fubordinate  or- 
ders.    It  is  the  intereft  of  the  great, 
therefore,   to  diminish  kingly  power 
as  much  as  poflible ;  becaufe  what- 
ever they  take  from  that,  is  naturally 
reftorcd  to  themfelves;  and  all  they 
have  to  do  in  the  itate,  is  to  under- 
mine the  fingle  tyrant,  by  which  they 
refume    their    primaeval    authority. 
Now  the  ftate  may    be    fo   circum- 
ftanced,  or  it's  laws  may  be  fo  dif- 
pofed,    or   it's  men    of   opulence  fo 
minded,  as  all  to  conlpire  in  carry- 
ing on  this  bufmefs  ot  undermining 
monarchy.     For,  in   the  fir  It  place, 
if  the  circumftances  of  our  ftate  be 
fuch,  as  to  favour  the  accumulation 
of  wealth,  and  make  the  opulent  ftill 
more  rich,  this  will  increaie  their  am- 
bition.    An  accumulation  of  wealth* 
however,  mult  neceffarily  bethecon- 
fequence,   when,  as  at  prefent,  more 
riches   flow  in    from  external  com- 
merce than  arife   from  internal   in- 
dultry  :    for  external   commerce  can 
only  be  managed  to  advantage  by  the 
<  rich, 
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rich,  and  they  have  alfo  at  the  fame 
time  all  the  emoluments  aiifrtig  from 
internal  imlultry  ;  fo  that  the  rich, 
with  us,  h.ivc  two  fources  of  wealth, 
whereas  the  poor  have  but  one.  For 
this  rcafon,  wealth,  in  all  commer- 
cial Ibtcs,  is  found  to  accumulate, 
and  all  fuch  have  hitherto  in  time 
become  aiiftucratical.  Again,  the 
very  laws  alfo  of  this  country  may 
contribute  to  the  accumulation  of 
wealth  ;  as  when  by  their  means  the 
natural  ties  that  bind  the  rich  and 
poor  together  are  broken,  and  it  is 
ordained,  that  the  rich  (hall  only 
marry  with  the  rich  5  or  when  the 
learned  arc  held  unqualified  to  ferve 
their  country  as  counfellors  merely 
from  a  defeft  of  opulence,  and  wealth 
is  thus  made  the  object  of  a  wile 
man's  ambition;  by  thefe  means,  I 
fay,  and  fuch  means  as  thefe,  riches 
will  accumulate.  Now  the  pofleflbr 
of  accumulated  wealth,  when  fui- 
nifhed  with  the  necelFaries  and  pleu- 
fures  of  life,  has  no  other  method  to 
employ  the  fuperfluity  of  his  fortune 
but  in  purchasing  power  ;  that  is,  dif- 
ferently fpeaking,  in  making  depen- 
dants, by  purchafing  the  liberty  of 
the  needy  or  the  venal,  of  men  who 
are  willing  to  bear  the  mortification 
of  contiguous  tyranny  for  bread. 
Thus  each  very  opulent  man  gene- 
rally gathers  round  him  a  cjrcle  of 
the  poorell  of  the  people  j  and  the 
polity  abounding  in  accumulated 
wealth,  may  be  compared  to  a  C'ar- 
tefian  fyftem,  each  orb  with  a  vortex 
of  it's  own.  Thofe,  however,  who 
are  willing  to  move  in  a  grtat  man's 
vortex,  are  only  fuch  as  muft  be 
flaves,  the  rubble  of  mankind,  whofe 
fouls  and  whofe  education  are  adapt- 
ed to  ftrvitude,  and  who  know  no- 
thing of  liberty  except  the  name. 
But  there  rnuft  ftill  be  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  people  without  the  fphere 
of  the  opulent  man's  influence  ;  name- 
ly, that  order  of  men  which  fubiifts 
between  the  very  rich  and  the  very 
rabble  ;  thofe  men  who  are  polLUl-J 
of  too  large  fortunes  to  fubmit  to  the 
neighbouring  man  in  power,  and  yet 
are  too  poor  to  fet  up  for  tyranny 
them/elves.  In  this  middle  order  of 
mankind  are  generally  to  be  found 
all  the  arts,  wjfilom,  and  virtues  of 
fociety.  This  order  alone  is  known 
to  be  the  true  preserver  uf  freedom, 


am!  may  b;  culled  the  people.  Now 
it  may  happen  that  this  middle  order 
of  mankind  may  lofeall  it'-  influence 
in  a  lUite,  and  it's  voice  be  in  a  manner 
drowned  in  that  of  the  rabble :  for 
if  the  foi  tune  fulficient  for  qualifying 
a.  perfon  at  prelem  to  give  his  voice 
in  Hate  alfairst'be  ten  times  lefs  than 
was  judged  fufKcient  upon  farming 
the  conltitution,  it  is  evident  that 
great  numbers  of  the  rabble  will  thus 
be  introduced  into  the  political  fyf- 
tem, and  they,  ever  moving  in  the 
vortex  of  the  great,  will  follow  where 
greatnefs  (hall  direct.  In  fuch  aftate, 
therefore,  all  that  the  middle  order 
has  left,  is  topreferve  the  prerogative 
and  privileges  of  the  one  principal 
governor  with  the  moft  facred  cir- 
cumfpeflion.  For  he  divides  the 
power  of  the  rich,  and  calls  off  the 
great  from  falling  with  tenfold  weight 
on  the  middle  order  placed  beneath 
them.  The  middle  order  may  b« 
compared  to  a  town,  of  which  the 
opulent  are  forming  the  liege,  and 
which  the  governor  from  without  is 
haftening  the  relief.  While  the  be- 
liegers  are  in  dread  of  an  enemy  over 
them,  it  is  but  natural  to  offer  the 
townfmen  the  moft  fpecious  terms ;  ' 
to  flatter  them  with  founds,  and 
amufe  them  with  privileges  ;  but  if 
they  once  defeat  the  governor  from 
behind,  the  walls  of  the  town  will  be 
but  a  fmall  defence  to  it's  inhabitants. 
What  they  may  then  expect,  may  be 
feen  by  turning  our  eyes  to  Holland, 
Genoa,  or  Venice,  where  the  laws 
govern  the  poor,  and  the  rich  govern 
the  law.  I  am  then  for,  and  would 
die  for,  monarchy,  facred  monarchy  ! 
for  if  there  be  any  thing  facred  a- 
mongft  men,  it  muft  be  the  anointed 
So VEREIG  N  of  his  people,  and  t. . 
diminution  ot  his  power  in  war,  or 
in  peace,  is  an  Infringement  upon 
the  real  liberties  of  the  lubjecl.  The 
founds  of  liberty,  patriotifm,  and 
Britons,  have  already  done  much  ;  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  true  Jbns  of 
freedom  will  prevrp.t  their  ever  doin^ 
more.  I  have  kmwn  many  of  thole 
pretended  champions  for  liberty  in 
ni)  time,  yet  do  I  not  remember  one 
that  was  not  in  his  heart  and  in  his 
family  a  tyrant/ 

My  warmth,  I  fcmnd,  had  lengthened 
this  harr\ngue  beyond  thejules  of  good- 
breeding;  but  the  impatience  of  my 

eutcr- 
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entertainer,  who  often  ftrove  to  inter- 
rupt it,  could  be  retrained  no  longer. 
What,'  cried  he,  '  then  I  have  been 
all  this  while  entertaining  a  jefuit  in 
parfon's  cloaths  :  but  by  all  the  coal- 
mines of  Cornwall,  out  he  (hall  pack, 
if  my  name  be  Wilkinlbn.'     I  now' 
found  I  had  gone   too   far,  and  afked 
pardon  for  the  warmth  with   which   I 
had   fpoken.     c  Pardon,'   returned  he 
in   a  fury  :   '   I  think  fuch   principles 
demand  ten  thoufand  pardons.  What 
give  up  liberty,  property,  and  as  the 
Gazetteer  fays,  lie  down  to  be    fad- 
illed    with   wooden  (hoes'!   Sir,   I  in- 
fift  upon  your  marching  out  of  this 
houfe  immediately,  to  prevent  woife 
confequences.       Sir,    I    inlilt   upon 
it.'     I  was  going  to   repeat  my  re- 
monftrances  ;  but  jult  then  we  heard 
a  footman's   rap  at  the  door,  and  the 
two    ladies    cried   out,    '  As    fure    as 

*  death,  there  is  our  mailer  and  miftrefs 

*  come  home.1    It  feems,  my  entertain- 
er was  all  this  while  only  the  butler, 
who,  in    his   matter's  abfence,    had  a 
mind  to  cut  a  figure,  and  be  for  awhile 
the  gentleman  himfelf;  and,  to  lay  the 
truth,  he  talked  politicks  as  well  as  moft 
country  gentlemen   do.     But  nothing 
could  now  exceed  my  conf  ufion,  upon 
feeing  the  gentleman  and  his  lady  en- 
ter;  nor  was  their  furprize,  at  finding 
Inch    company   and   good    cheer,    le(s 
than    ours.     '  Gentlemen,'    cried   the 
real   mafter  of  the  houfe,    to  me  and 
my    companion,     '    my    wife    and    I 
'  are  your  moft  humble  fervants  ;  but 
'  I  proteil  this  is  fo  unexpected   a   fa- 
'  vour,  that  we  alinoit  fink  under  the 

*  obligation  !'      However    unexpected 
our  company  might  be  to  them,  theirs, 
I  am  fure,  was  (till  more  fo  to  us,  and 
I  was  (truck  dumb  with  the  apprelien- 
{kms  of  my  own  ablurdjty,  when,  whom 
Should  I  next  fee  enter  the  room   but- 
my  dear  Mifs  Arabella  Wilmot,  who 
was  foimerly  defigned   to  be   married 
to  my   fon  George;   but  whofe  match 
was   broken    off,    as    already  related. 
As  foon  as  (he  (aw  me,  (he  flew  to  my 
arms  with  the  utmoft  joy.     «  My  dear 

Sir/  cried  (he,  '  to  what  happy  acci- 
dent is  it  that  we  owe  (b  unexpected 
a    vifit  ?    I   am  fure   my    uncle    and 
aunt  will   be   in  raptures  when  they 
find  they  have  got  the  good  Doctor 
Prim  role    for    their    gueft.'      Upon 
hearing  my  name,  the  old  gentleman 
and  lady  very  politely  ftepped  up.  and 


welcomed  me  with  moft  cordial  hofpi- 
tality.  Nor  could  they  forbear  fmil- 
Sng,  upon  being  informed  of  the  nature 
of  my  prefent  vifit :  but  the  unfortu- 
nate butler,  whom  they  at  firlt  feemed 
difpofed  to  turn  away,  was  at  my  in- 
terceflion  forgiven. 

Mr.  Arnold  and  his  lady,  to  whom 
the  houfe  belonged  now,  iniitted  upon 
having  the  pleal'ure  of  my  (tay  for  fome 
days,  and  as  their  niece,  my  charming 
pupil,  whofe  mind,  in  fome  meafure, 
had  been  formed   under  my  own  in- 
ftructions,  joined  in  their  entreaties,  I 
complied.     That  night  I  was    (hewn 
to    a    magnificent   chamber,     and    the 
next  morning  early,  Mifs  Wilmot  de- 
fired   to  walk  with  me  in  the  garden, 
which   was   decorated   in   the    modern 
manner.      After  fome  time   fpent   in 
pointing  out  the  beauties  of  the  place, 
me  enquired,  with  feeming  unconcern, 
when    laft  J  had  heard  from  my  fon 
George.     '  Alas  !   Madam,'    cried  I, 
he   has   now  been  near  three  years 
abfent,   without   ever  writing  to  his 
friends  or  me.     Where  he  is  I  know 
not;  perhaps  I  (hall  never  fee  him  or 
happinefs  more.     No,  my  dear  Ma- 
dam, we   (hall  never  more  fee  fuch 
pleafing  hours  as  were  once  fpent  by 
our  fire-fide  at  Wakefield.     My  lit- 
tle family  arenowdifperfingvery  fait, 
and  poverty  has   brought   not  only 
want,  but   infamy  upon  us.'     The 
good-natured  girl  let  fall  a  tear  at  this 
account;  but  as  I  (aw  her  poflefied  of 
too  much  fenfibility,  I  forbore  a  more 
minute  detail  of  our  fufFerings.  It  was, 
however,    fome  confolation  to   me   to 
find   that  time  had  made  no  alteration. 
in  her  affections,  and  that  (he  had  re- 
jected  feveral  matches   that  had    been 
made  her  fmce  our  leaving  her  part  of 
the  country.     She  led  me  round  all  the 
extenfive  improvements   of  the  place, 
pointing  to   the  feveral  walks  and  ar- 
bours, and  at  the  fame  time  catching 
from  every  object  a  hint  for  fome  new 
queftion   relative   to  my  fon.     In  this 
manner  we  (pent  the  forenoon,  till  the 
bell  fummoned  us  to  dinner,  where  we 
found  the  manager  of  the  (trolling  com- 
pany that    I    mentioned    before,    who 
was  come  to  difpofe  of  tickets  for  the 
Fair  Penitent,  which  was  to  be  acted 
that  evening  ;   the  part  of  Horatio  by  a 
young  gentleman  who  had  never  ap- 
peared  on   any  ftage.     He  feemed   to 
be   very   warm  in    the  praile  of  the 

nevir 
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new   performer,  and  averred  that   he 
never  law  any  who  bid  lo  fair  for  ex- 
cellence.    Acting,    he   obferved,   w;is 
not  U-arncd  in  a  day  :   '  But  this  gentle- 
man,' continued  he,  '  letms  born  to 
tread  the  rh>;e.   His  voice,  his  figure, 
and  attitudes,  arc  all  admirable.  We 
caught  him  up   accidentally    in  our 
journey    down.'      This    account    in 
fome    meafure    excited    our   curiofity, 
and,  at  the  entreaty  of  the  ladies,  I  was 
prevailed  upon  to  accompany  them  to 
the   play-houfe,  which  was   no  other 
than  a  barn.     As  the   company  with 
which   I   went    was   inconteltibly    the 
chief  of  the   place,   we  were  received 
with  the  greateft  refpeft,  and  placed  in 
the  front  feat  of  the  theatre  ;  where  we 
fat  for  fome  time  with  no  fmall  impa- 
tience to  fee  Horatio  make  his  appear- 
ance.    The  new  performer  advanced 
at  lart :    and  let  parents  think  of  my 
fenfations  by  their  own,  when  I  found 
it  was  my  unfortunate  fon  !     He  was 
going   to    begin;    when,    turning    his 
eyes   upon    the  audience,  he  perceived 
Mil's   Wilmot   and   me,   and   ftood  at 
once  fpeechlel's  and  immoveable.     The 
aftori  behind  the  fcene,  who  afcribed 
this  paul'e  to  his  natural  timidity,  at- 
tempted to  encourage  him  ;   but  inftead 
of  going  on,  he  built  into  a  flood   of 
teals,  and  retired  off  the  Itage.  I  don't 
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know  what  were  my  feeling*  on  this 
occafion  ;  for  they  lucceeded  with  too 
much  rapidity  lor  ilrlt  -ription  :  hut  I 
was  foun  •waked  from  this  difagieeable 
reverie  by  Mils  Wilmot ;  who,  pale 
and  with  a  trembling  voice,  defired  me 
to  conduct  her  back  to  her  uncle's. 
When  got  home,  Mr,  Arnold,  who 
was  as  yet  a  ftrangcr  to  our  extraordi- 
nary behaviour,  being  informed  that 
the  new  performer  was  my  Ion,  lent 
his  coach,  and  an  invitation,  for  him; 
and  as  he  perfifted  in  hisrefufal  to  ap- 
pear again  upon  the  ftage,  the  players 
put  another  in  his  plact,  and  we  loon 
had  him  with  us.  Mr.  Arnold  gave 
him  the  kinder!  reception,  and  I  received 
him  with  myufualtranl'port :  for  I  could 
never  counterfeit  a  falfe  relentment. 
Mifs  Wilmot's  reception  was  mixed 
with  Iteming  negle£V,  and  yet  J  could 
perceive  me  acled  a  Itudied  part.  The 
tumult  in  her  mind  feemed  not  yet  a- 
bated  ;  fhe  faid  twenty  giddy  things 
that  looked  like  joy,  and  then  laughed 
loud  at  hirr  own  want  of  meaning.  At 
intervals  fhe  would  take  a  fly  peep  at 
the  glafs,  as  if  happy  in  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  irrefiftible  beauty,  and  often 
would  afk  queltions,  without  giving 
any  manner  of  attention  to  the  aa- 
fwers. 
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VOLUME    THE    SECOND. 


C  II  A  P.    I. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  A  PHILOSOPHICK 
VAGABOND,  PURSUING  NOVEL- 
TY, BUT  LOSING  CONTENT. 


,  FTER  we  had    flipped, 

<f  )>  Mrs.  Arnold  politely  of- 

j>   A    «^     fcred  to  fend  a  couple  of 
^f  \  her  footmen  for  my  fon's 

wflf/>v4y     baggage,  which  he  nt  firll 
fcemed  to  decline;  but  upon  her  pref- 
fing  the  requeft,  he  was  obliged  to  in- 
form her,  that  a   Mick   and    a  wallet 
were  all  the  moveable  things  upon  this 
earth  which  he  could  boaft  of.  «  Why, 
aye,  my  fon,'  cried  I,  '  you   left  me 
but  poor,  and  poor  I  find  you  are 
comeback;  and  yet  I  make  no  doubt 
you    have  feen   a    great  deal  of  the 
world.' — '  Yes,  Sir,'  replied  my  fon, 
but  travelling   after   Fortune  is  not 
the  way  to  fecure  her  ;  and,  inde-d, 
of  late,  I  have  defilted  from  the  pur- 
fuit.' — '  I   fancy,   Sir,'  cried    Mrs. 
Arnold,  '  that  the  account  of  your  ad- 
ventuies  would  be  amufing:   the  fiift 
part  of  them  I  have  often  heard  from 
my   niece;   but   could   the  company 
prevail  for  the  reft,  it  would  be  an 
additional   obligation.*— '  Madam," 
•eplied  my  fon,  '  I  promife  you   the 
pleafure  you  have  in   hearing,  will 
not  be  half  fo  great  as  my  vanity  in 
repeating  them,  and  yet  in  the  whole 
narrative  I  can   fcarce  promife   you 
one  adventure,  as  my  account  is  ra- 
ther of  what  I  fmv,  than  what  I  did. 
Thefirft  misfortune  of  my  life,  which 
you  all  know,  was  great  j  but  though 


itdiftrefled,  it  could  not  fink  me.  fcci 
1  perlbn  ever  had  a  better  knack  at 
[  hoping  than  I.  The  lefs  kind  I 
'  found  Fortune  afone  lime,  the  more 
'  I  expected  from  her  another;  and  be- 
'  ing  now  at  the  bottom  of  her  wheel, 
1  every  new  revolution  might  lift,  but 
f  could  not  deprels  me.  I  proceeded, 
'  therefore,  towards  London  in  a  fine 
'  morning,  no  way  uneafy  about  to- 
'  morrow,  but  chearful  as  the  birds 
'  that  carolled  by  the  road  ;  and  com- 
{  forted  myfelf  with  'reflecling,  that 
f  London  was  the  mart  where  abilities 

*  of  every  kind  were  fure  of  meeting 
'  diftin6lion  and  reward. 

'  Upon  my  arrival  in  town,  Sir,  my 
'  firtt  care  was  to  deliver  your  letter 
«  of  recommendation  to  our  coufin, 
'  who  was  himfelf  in  little  betfer  cir- 

*  cumftances  than  I.    My  fii  ft  fclu  met 

*  you  know,  Sir,  was  to  be  -timer  at 

*  an  academy,   and  I  aiked  his   advice 
'  on  the  affair.     Our  coufm  received' 
'  the  propofal  with   a   true  Sardoniclc 
'  grin.  "  Aye,"  cried  he,    "  this    is 
"  indeed  a  very  pretty  caieer  that  has 
"  been  chalked  out  for  you.     I  have 

been  an  ufher  to  a  boarding-lchool 
mylelf;  and  may  I  die  by  an  anodyne 
necklace,  but  1  had  rather  be  an 
under-turnkey  in  Newgate!  I  was 
up  early  and  late  :  I  was  brow-beat 
by  the  malter,  hated  for  my  ugly 
face  by  the  miftrefs,  worried  by  th« 
boys  within,  and  riever  permitted  A> 
ftir  out  to  meet  civility  abroid.  But 
are  you  furc  you  are  fit  for  a  fchool  ? 
Let  me  examine  you  a  little.  Have 
you  been  bred  an  apprentice  to  the 
G  »  «  bufintfs  >" 
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'  bufinefs?"  No.  "  Then  you  won't 
'  do  for  a  fchool.  Can  you  drefs  the 
'  boys  hair  ?"  No.  ""Then  you  won't 

*  do  for  a  fchool.     Have  you  had  the 
'  fmall-pox  ?"    No.      '«   Then     you 
'  won't  do  for  a  fchool.     Can    you 
c  lie  three  in  a  bed;"    No.    "  Then 
'  you  will  never  do  for  a  fchool.  Have 
'  you    got  a   good    ftomach  ?"  Yes. 
'  Then  you  will  by  no  means  do  for 
'  a  fchool.     No,  Sir;  if  you  are  for 
'  a  genteel  eafy  profeffion,  bind  your- 
'  felf  (even  years  as  an  apprentice  to 
«  turn  a  cutler's  wheel ;  but  avoid  a 
'  fchool  by  any  means.     Vet,  come," 

continued  he,  "  I  fee  you  are  a  lad 
of  fpirit  and  fome   learning,  what 

*  do  you  think  of  commencing  author, 
«'  like  me  ?  You  have  read  in  books, 
"  no  doubt,  of  men  of  genius  llarving 
*'  at   the  trade  :   at   prefent  I'll   (hew 
*'  you  forty  very  dull  fellows  about 

«  town  that  live  by  it  in  opulence. 
c  AH  honeft  jog-trot  men,  who  goon 
'  fmoothly  and  dully^  afid  write  hif- 
1  tory  and  politicks,  and  are  praifed  : 
'  men,  Sir,  who,  had  they  been  bred 
s  coblers,  would  all  their  lives  have 
1  only  mended  (hots,  but  never  made 
1  them." 

'  Finding  that  there  was  no  degree 
of  gentility  affixed  to  the  character  of 
an  umer,  I  refolved  to  accept  his  pro- 
pofal  ;  and  having  the  higheft  refpect 
for  literature,  hailed  theantimia  wa- 
ter of  Grub  Street  with  reverence.  I 
thought  it  my  glory  to  purfue  a  track 
which  Dryden  and  Otway  trod  before 
me.  I  confidered  the  goddefs  of  this 
region  as  the  parent  of  excellence} 
and  however  an  intercourfe  with  the 
world  might  give  us  good-fenfe,  the 
poverty  (lie  granted  I  i'uppofed  to  be 
the  nurfe  of  genius !  Big  with  thefe 
reflections,  I  fat  down,  and  finding 
that  the  bed  things  remained  to  befaid 
on  the  wrong  fide3  I  refolved  to  write 
a  book  that  mould  be  wholly  new.  I 
therefore  dreffed  up  three  paradoxes 
with  fome  ingenuity.  They  were 
falfe,  indeed,  but  they  were  new. 
The  jewels  of  truth  have  been  fo  often 
imported  by  others,  that  nothing  was 
left  for  me  to  import  but  fome  fplen- 
did  things  that  at  a  dillance  looked 
every  bit  as  well.  Witnefs,  you  pow- 
ers, what  fancied  importance  fate 
perched. upon  my  quill  while  I  was 
writing.  The  whole  learned  world, 
I.  made  no  doubt,  would  rife  to  op- 


pofe  my  fyftems  ;  but  then  I  was  pre- 
pared to  oppofc  the  whole  learned 
world.  Like -.the  porcupine,  I  fate 
felf-collecled,  with  a  quill  pointed- 
againft  every  oppofer.' 
'"Well  faid,  my  boy!'  cried  I,  'and 
what  fubjefr.  did  you  treat  upon  ?  I 
hope  you  did  not  pafs  over  the  impor- 
tance of  monogamy.  But  I  inter- 
rupt, go  on  ;  you  publifhed  your  pa- 
radoxes j  well,  and  what  did  the 
learned  world  fay  to  your  paradoxes?* 
'  Sir,'  replied  my  Con,  «  the  learned 
world  faid  nothing  to  my  paradoxes  ; 
nothing  at  all,  Sir.  Every  man  of 
them  was  employed  in  praifing  his 
friends  and  himfelf,  or  condemning 
his  enemies;  and  unfortunately,  as  I 
had  neither,  I  fuffered  the  cruelleft 
mortification,  neglecl. 
'  As  I  was  meditating  one  day  in  a 
coffee- honfe  on  the  fate  of  my  para- 
doxes, a  little  man  happening  to  enter 
the  room,  placed  himfelf  in  the  box 
before  me,  and  after  fome  preliminary 
difcourfe,  finding  me  to  be  a  fcholar, 
drew  out  a  bundle  of  propofals,  beg- 
ging me  to  fubfcribe  to  a  new  edition 
he  was  going  to  give  the  world  of 
Propertius,  with  notes.  This  de- 
mand necefTarily  produced  a  reply 
that  I  had  no  money  ;  and  that  con- 
ceflion  led  him  to  enquire  into  the 
nature  of  my  expectations.  Finding 
that  my  expe£tations  were  juft  as  great 
as  mypurfe,"  Ifee,"criedhe,"  you  are 
unacquainted  with  the  town.  I'll 
teach  you  a  part  of  it.  Look  at  thefe 
propofals  ;  upon  thefe  very  propofals 
I  have  fubfifted  very  comfortably  for 
twelve  years.  The  moment  a  noble- 
man returns  from  his  travels,  aCieo- 
lian  arrives  from  Jamaica,  or  a  dow- 
ager from  her  country -fear,  I  fhike 
for  a  fubfcription.  I  firft  bef'ege 
their  hearts  with  fl:ittery,  and  then 
pour  in  my  propofals  at  the  breach. 
If  they  fubfcribe  readily  the  firrt 
time,  I  renew  my  requeft  to  beg  a 
dedication-fee.  If  they  let  me  have 
that,  I  finite  them  once  more  for  en- 
graving their  coat  of  arms  at  the  top. 
Thus,"  continued  he,  "  I  live  by  va  • 
nity,  and  laugh. at  it.  But,  between 
ourfelves,  I  am  now  too  well  known, 
I  Aiould  be  glad  to  borrow  your  face 
a  bitr  a  nobleman  ofdiftinftion  has 
juft  returned  from  Italy  ;  my  face  is 
familiar  to  his  porter  j  but  if  you 
bring  this  copy  of  vci-lcs,  rny  life  r'or 

"   it 
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,u  fuccced,  and  we  divide    the 

i." 
4  Blefs  us,  George,'  cried  I,  '  and  is 

ilie  employment  of  poets  now! 
Do  men  of  their  exalted  talents  thus 
Hoop  to  beggary  !  Can  they  fo  far 
dilgrace  their  calling,  as  to  make  a 
viletraffick  of  praife  for  bread  ?* 

*  O  no,   Sir,'  returned  he,  4  a  true 
poet  can  never  be  fo  bale  ;    for  where- 
ever  there  is  genius   there  is  pride. 
The  crcarWes   I   now   defcribe   are 
only  beggars   in  rhyme.     The  real 
poet,  as  he  braves  every  hardfhip  for 
fame,  fo  he  is  equally  a  coward   to 
contempt;  and   none  but  thofe  who 
are  unworthy  protection,  condefcend 
to  folicit  it. 

4  Having  a  mind  too  proud  to  lloop 
to  fuch  indignities,  and  yet  a  fortune 
too  humble  to  hazard  a  fecond  attempt 
for  fame,  I  was  now  obliged  to  take  a 
middle  courfe,  and  write  for  bread. 
But  I  was  unqualified  for  a  profeflion 
where  mere  indultry  alone  was  to  en- 
fure  fuccefs.  I  could  not  fupprefs 
my  lurking  paffion  for  applaufe  j  but 
ufually  confumed  that  time  in  efforts 
after  excellence  which  takes  up  but 
little  room,  when  it  mould  have  been 
more  advantageoufly  employed  in  the 
diffii live  productions  of  fruitful  me- 
diocrity. My  little  piece  would  there- 
fore come  forth  in  the  mid  ft  of  perio- 
dical publications,  unnoticed  and 
unknown.  The  publick  were  more 
importantly  employed  than  toobferve 
the  eafy  ftmplicity  of  my  ttyle,  or  ihe 
harmony  of  my  periods.  Sheet  after 
fljcet  was  thrown  off  to  oblivion.  My 
effays  were  buried  among  the  tflays 
upon  liberty,  eailern  taies,  and  cures 
for  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog ;  while 
PhilaLitus,Philalethes,Philelutheros, 
and  Philanthropes,  all  wrote  better, 
becaufe  they  wrote  falter  than  I. 

*  Now,    therefore,  I   began  to  a(To- 
ciate  with  none  but  difappointed  au- 
thors, like   inyfelf,  who  praii'ed,  de- 
plored, and  ddpifed  each  other.   The 
latisfadion  we   found  in  every  cele- 
brated wiiter's  attempts,  wasinverfe- 
ly  as  their  merits.  I  found  that  no  ge- 
nius in  another  could  pleafe  me.    My 
unfortunate   paradoxes  had  entirely 
dried  up  that  fource  of  comfort.     I 
could  neither  read  nor  write  with  fn- 
tisfaclion  ;  for  excellence,  in  another 
was   my  averfion,  and    writing  was 
my  trade. 


5' 

*  In  the  midft  of  thefe  gloomy  re- 

;"iis,  as  I  was  one  d'iy  fitting  on 

'  a  bench  in  St.  James's  Park,  a  young 

'  gentleman  of  diltin&ion,   who   had 

'  been  my  intimate  acquaintance  at  the 

4  univerfity,  approached  me.     We  fa- 

<  luted  each  other  with  Tome  hesitation, 

(  lie  almolt   afhamed  of  being  known 

'  to  one  who  made  fo  fliabby  an  ap- 

'  pearance,  and  I  afraid  of  a  repulfe. 

*  But   my   fufpicions    foon    vanished  j 
'  for  Ned  Thornhill  was  at  the  bottom 
4  a  very  good-natured  fellow,* 

4  What  did  you  fay,  George  ?*   in- 
terrupted I.  *  Thornhill!  was  not  that 

*  his  name  ?  It  can  certainly   be   no 

*  other   than   my    landlord.' — '  Blefs 
'  me,'   cried  Mrs.  Arnold,  «  is  Mr. 
4  Thornhill   fo   near  a  neighbour  of 

*  yours  ?  He  has  long  been  a  friend  in 

*  our  family,  and  we  expeft  a  vifit  from 
'  him  fliortly.' 

*  My  friend's  firft  care,'  continued 
my  fon,  *  was  to  alter  my  appearance 
'  by  a  very  fine  fuit  of  his  own  cloaths, 

*  and  then  I  was  admitted  to  his  table 
'  upon  the  footing  of  half  friend,  half 

*  underling.     My  bufmeis  was  to  at- 
'  tend  him  at  auctions,  to  put  him  in 

*  fpirits  when  he  fat  for  his  pifture,  to 
1  take  the  left-hand  in  his  chariot  when 
'  not  filled  by  another,  and  to  afiift  at 
'  tattering  a  kip,  as    the  phrafe  was, 

*  when  we   had  a   mind  for  a  frolick. 
4  Befidcs  this,  I  had  twenty  other  littie 
4  employments  in  the  family.     I  was 

*  to  do  many  fmall  things  without  bid- 
4  ding  }  to   carry    the    corkfcrew;  to 

*  Itand  godfather  to   all  the  butler's 
'  children  ;  to   fing  when   I  was  bid  j 
'  to  be  never  out  of  humour;  always 

*  to  be  humble  j  and,  if  I  could,  to  be 
c  very  happy. 

*  In  this  honourable  poft,  however, 

*  I  was  not  without  a  rival.     A  cap- 
4  tain  of  marines,  who  was  formed  for 
'  the  place  by  nature,  oppofed  me  in 
4  my  patron's  aff-.ftions.     His  mother 
4   had  been  laundrefs  to  a  man  of qua- 

*  lity,   and   thus   he  early   acquired   a 
4  t;;lte  for  pimping  arid  pedigree.     As 

*  this  gentleman   made  it  the  ftndy  of 

*  his  life  to  be  acquainted  with  lords, 

*  though  he  was  dii'miifed  from  ll-ver.il 

*  foi  his  (tupidity  ;   yet  he  found  many 
'  of  them,  who  were  as  dull  as  himfelf, 

*  that  permitted    his    alliduities.     As 

*  flattery  was  his  trade,  he  prailifcd  it 

*  with   the  eafieil  addnfs  imaginable  j 
'  but  it  came  aukwird  and  ItifF  from 
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me ;  and  as  every  day  my  patron's 
defire  of  flattery  increaied,  fo  every 
hour,  being  better  acquainted  with 
his   defers,  I  became  more  unwil- 
ling to   give   it.     Thus  I  was  once 
more  fairly  going  to  give  up  the  field 
to  the  c-iptain,  when  my  friend  found 
occafion  tor  my  afiiitance.  This  was 
nothing  lefs  than  to  fight  a  duel  for 
him,  with  a  gentleman  whofe  filter  it 
was   pretended   he  had    ufed  ill.     I 
readily   complied   with  his  requeft  ; 
and  though  I  fee  you  are  difpleafed 
at  my  conduct,  yet  as  it  was  a  debt 
indifpenfibly    due    to    friendfhip,    I 
could  not  refufe.     I  undertook,  the 
affair,  difarmed  my  antagonift,  and 
foon  after  had  the  plea  Cure   of  find- 
ing thatNthe  lady  was  only  a  woman 
of  the  town,  and  the  fellow  her  bully 
and  a  (harper.     This  piece  of  fervice 
was  repaid  with  the  warmeft  profef- 
fions  of  gratitude;  but  as  my  friend 
was  to  leave  town  in  a  few  days,  he 
knew  no  other  method  of  ferving  me, 
but  by  recommending  me  to  his  un- 
cle Sir  William  Thornhill,  and  an- 
other nobleman  of  great  diftinclion, 
who  enjoyed  a  poft  under  the  govern- 
ment. When  he  was  gone,  my  firft 
care  was  to  carry  his  recommenda- 
tory lette*-  to  his  uncle,  a, man  whofe 
character  for  every  virtue  was  uni- 
verfal,  yet  juft.     I  was  received  by 
his  fervants  with  the  moft  hofpitable 
fmiles;  for  the  looks  of  the  domefticks 
ever  tranfmit  their  mailer's  benevo- 
lence.    Being    (hewn  into  a    grand 
apartment,  where  Sir  William  foon 
came  to  me,  I  delivered  my  meflage 
and  letter,  which  he  read,  and  after 
prUifing  fome  minutes,  "  Pray,  Sir," 
cried  he,  "  inform  me  what  you  have 
1  don;  for  my  kinfman,  todelerve  this 
:  warm  recommendation  ?  But  I  fup- 
'  pofe,   Sir,  I  guefs  your  merits,  you 
c  have  fought  for  him;  and   fo  you 
would  expc-cl:  a  reward  from  me  for 
being  the  inftiument  of  his    vices. 
I  wi/li,  fincerely  wifh,  that  my  prc- 
fent  refufal  may  be  forae  punifhment 
for  your  guUt;  but  ftill  more,  that 
it  may  be  fome  inducement  to  your 
repentance."    The   feverity  of  this 
rebuke  I  bore  patiently,  becaufe  I 
knew  it  was  juft.    My  whole  expec- 
tations now,  therefore,  lay  in  my  let- 
ter to  the  great  man.     As  the  doors 
of  the  nobility  are  almoft  ever  befet 
with  beggars,  all  ready  to  tbruft  in 


fome  fly  petition,  I  found  it  no  cafy 
matter  to  gain  admittance.  How- 
ever, after  bribing  the  fervants  with 
half  my  worldly  fortune,  I  was  at 
laft  fliewn  into  a  fpacious  apartment, 
niv  letter  being  previously  lent  up  for 
his  lordfhip's  infpeclion.  During 
this  anxious  interval  I  had  full  time? 
to  look  round  me.  Every  thing  was 
grand  and  of  happy  contrivance;  the 
paintings,  the  furniture,  the  gild- 
ings, petrified  me  with  awe,  and 
raifed  my  idea  of  the  owner.  Ah, 
thought  I  to  myfelf,  how  very  great 
muft  the  pofleflbr  of  all  thefe  things 
be,  who  carries  in  his  head  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  the  ftate,  and  whofe  houfe 
difplays  harf  the  wealth  of  the  king-1 
dom :  fure  his  genius  muft  be  un- 
fathomable! During  thefe  awful  re- 
flections I  heard  a  Hep  come  heavily 
forward.  Ah,  this  is  the  great  man 
himfelf !  No,  it  was  only  a  chamber- 
maid. Another  foot  was  beard  foon 
after.  This  muft  be  he!  No,  it  was 
only  the  great  man's  valet  de  chambre. 
At  laft  his  lordfhip  a6lually  made  his 
appearance.  "  Are  you,"  cried  he, 
the  bearer  of  this  here  letter?"  I 
anfwered  with  a  bow.  "  I  learn  by 
this,"  continued  he,  "  as  how  that 
— "  But  juft  at  that  inftanta  fervant 
delivered  him  a  card ;  and  without 
taking  farther  notice,  he  went  out  of 
the  room,  and  left  me  to  digeft  my 
own  happinefs  at  leifure.  I  law  no 
more  of  him,  till  told  by  a  footman 
that  his  lord(hip  was  going  to  his 
coach  at  the  door.  Down  I  imme- 
diately followed,  and  joined  my  voice 
to  that  of  three  or  four  more,  who 
came,  like  me,  to  petition  for  fa- 
vours. His  lordfhip,  however,  went 
too  faft  for  us,  and  was  gaining  his 
chariot-door  with  large  ftrides,  whert 
I  hallooed  out  to  know  if  I  was  to 
have  any  reply.  He  was  by  this  time 
got  in,  and  muttered  an  anfwer,  half 
of  which  I  only  heard,  the  other  half 
was  loft  in  therattling  of  his  chariot- 
wheels.  I  ftood  for  fome  time  with 
my  neck  ftretched  out,  in  the  pofture 
pf  one  that  was  liftening  to  catch  the 
glorious  founds,  till,  looking  round 
me,  I  found  myfelf  alone  at  his  lord- 
fliip's  gate. 

'  My  paiience,'  continued  my  fon, 
was  now  quite  exhautted :  ftung  with 
the  thouUnd  indignities  I  had  met 
will),  I  was  willing  to  caft  myfelf 
*  away, 
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away,  and  only  wanted  the  gulph  to 
receive  me.  1  xgunkd  myfclf  as 
one  of  thole  vile  thin:;*  that  nature 

ed  flumld  be  thrown  by  into 
her  lumber-loom,  there  to  peiifh  in 
obfcuiity.  I  ha,d  rtill,  however,  half 
a  £uinc.«  left,  and  of  that  I  thought 

c  heilclf fh  mid  not  dep'iveme  : 
but  in  order  to  be  Cure  of  this,  I  was 
.  ,-d  in  po  inllantly  and  fpend  it 
while  J  h;iil  i'  and  then  truft  to  oc- 
currences for  then  (t.  As  I  was  going 

with  ihi-.  relb'ution,  it  happen- 
ed that  Mr.  Ci ilpe's  office  feemed  in- 
vitingly op<  n  to,;ive  n't  a  welcome 
reception.  In  this  otfict  Mr.  Crifpe 
kindly  offers  all  his  mtjeity's  !ub- 
je6ls  a  generous  pii;in;fe  of  30!.  a 
year,  for  whirh  pn  i.ile  all  they  give 
in  return  is  theii  iihcr.y  tor  life,  and 
penniffion  to  let  him  tranfport  them 
to  America  as  fi:tvcs.  I  was  hap- 
py at  finding  a  plate  where  I  could 
lole  my  ftars  in  defpcr<tion,  and 
entered  this  cell,  for  it  had  the  ap-i 
pear.tnce  of  one.,  with  the  devotion 
of  a  monallkk.  Here  I  found  a 
numhir  of  poor  creatures,  all  in  cir- 
cumltances  like  myfelf,  expecting 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Crilpe,  prefent- 
ing  a  true  epitome  of  Englifh  impa- 
tience. Each  untrailable  foul  at  va- 
riance with  Fortune,  wreaked  her  in- 
juries on  their  own  hearts  :  but  Mr. 
Crilpe  at  laft  came  down,  and  all  our 
murmurs  were  humed.  He  deign- 
ed to  regard  me  with  an  air  of  pecu- 
liar approbation,  and  indeed  he  was 
the  firit  man  who  for  a  month  part 
talked  to  me  with  fmiles.  After  a 
few  queftions,  he  found  I  was  fit 
for  every  thing  in  the  world.  He 
paufed  a  while  upon  the  propereft 
means  of  providing  for  me,  and  flap- 
ping his  forehead,  as  if  he  had  found 
it,  afTured  me,  that  there  was  at  that 
time  an  embafly  talked  of  from  the 
fynod  of  Penfylvania  to  theChicka- 
fnw  Indians,  and  that  he  would  ufe 
his  intereft  to  get  me  made  fecretary. 
I  knew  in  my  own  heart  that  the  fel- 
low lyed,  and  yet  his  promife  gave 
me  pleafurer  there  was  fomething  fo 
magnificept  in  the  found.  I  fairly, 
therefore,  divided  my  half  guinea, 
one  half  of  which  went  to  be  added 
to  his  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  and 
with  the  other  half  I  relblved  to  go 
to  the  next  tavern,  to  be  there  more 
«  happy  than  he. 
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'  As  I  was  going  out  with  that  re- 
futation, I  was  met  at  the  door  by 
the  captain  of  a  fhip,   with  whom  I 
had   formerly  fome   little  acquain- 
tance, and  be  agreed  to  be  my  com- 
pmion  ovei  a  bowl  of  punch.     As  I 
never  chofe  to  make  *  frcret  of  my 
circumftances,   he  aflurol  me  that  I 
was  upon  the  very  point  of  ruin,   in 
liltening  to  the  office-keeper's  pro- 
•mifes  ;    for  that  he  only  defigned  to 
fell  me  to  the  plantations.     "  But," 
continued  he,    "  I  fancy  you  might, 
'   by  a  much  Ihorter  voyage,   be  very 
'  eaiily  put  into  agenteel  way  of  bread. 
'  Tiike  my  advice.     My  fliip  fails  to- 
"  morrow  rorAmlterdam  :  what  if  you 
'  go  in  her  as  a  paflTenger?   The  mo- 
'  ment  you  land,  all  you  have  to  do 
'  is  to  teach  the  Dutchmen  Englim, 
'  and   I'll  warrant  you'll  get  pupils 
*  and  money  enough.     I  fuppofeyou 
underftand  Englim,"  added  he,  "  by 
this  time,  or  the  deuce  is  in  it."     £ 
confidently  a  (lured  him  of  that  ;  but 
exprefled  a  doubt  whether  the  Dutch 
would   be  willing  to  learn  Englifli. 
He  affirmed  with  an  oath  that  they 
were   fond  of  it  to  diftraflion  ;  and 
upon   that  affirmation  I  agreed  with 
his  propofal,  and  embarked  the  next 
day  to  teach  the  Dutch  1-  ngliOi  in 
Holland.     The  wind  was  fair,   our 
voyage  fhort,   and  after  having  paid 
my  paflage  with  half  my  moveables, 
I  found  myfelf,  fallen   as  from  the 
Ikies,  a   ftranger  in  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal (treets  of  Amlterdam.     In  this 
fituation  I  was  unwilling  to  let  any 
time  pufs  unemployed  in  teaching. 
I  addieffed  myfelf  therefore  to  two 
or  three  of  thofe  I  met,   whofe  ap- 
pearance feemed  moftpromifing  ;  but 
it  was  impoflible  to  make  ourfelves 
mutually  underftood.   It  was  not  till 
this  very  moment  I  recollected,  that 
in  order  to  teach  Dutchmen  Englim, 
it  was  neceffary  that  they  mould  firft 
teach   me  Dutch.     How  I  came  to 
overlook  fo  obvious  an  objection,  is 
to  me  amazing  5  but  certain  it  is   I 
overlooked  it. 

'  This  fcheme  thus  blown  up,  I  had 
fome  thoughts  of  fairly  mippingback, 
to  England  again  ;  but  happening 
into  company  with  an  Irifli  Itudcnt, 
who  was  returning  from  Louvain, 
our  converfation  turned  upon  topicks 
of  literature  (for,  by  the  way?  it  nny 
be  obfcrved,  that  I  always  forgot  the 
4  mean n el's 
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«  meannffs  of  my  circumrtances  when 
«  I  could  converfe  upon  fuch  fubjecls;) 
'  from  him  I  learned,  that  there  were 
'  not  two  men  in  his  whole  univeriity 

*  who  under ftood  Greek.  This  amaz- 

*  ed  me.    I  inftantly  refolved  to  travel 

*  to  Louvain,  and  there  live  by  teach- 

*  ing  Greek  ;   and  in  this  defign  I  was 

*  heartened  by  my  brother  ftudenf,who 

*  threw  out  fome  hints  that  a  fortune 

*  might  be  got  by  it. 

'  I  fet boldly  forward  the  next  morn- 

*  ing.     Every  day  leffened  the  burden 

*  of  my  moveablss,  like^Efop  and  his 
«  bafket  of  bread  ;  for  I  paid  them  for 
'  my  lodgings  to  the  Dutch  as  I  tra- 

*  veiled  on.  When  I  came  to  Louvain, 
'  I  was  relolved  not  to   go  fneaking 
'  to  the  lower  profefiors,  but  openly 

*  tendered  my  talents  to  the  principal 

*  himfelf.     I  went,   had  admittance, 
-'  and  offered  him  my  fervice  as  a  ma- 

*  fter  of  the  Greek  language,  which  I 

*  had  been  told  was  a  defideratum   in 
«  his  univerfity.     The  principal  feem- 
'  ed  at  fir  ft  to  doubt  of  my  abilities  5 

*  Imtofthefe  I  offered  to  convince  him, 
'  by  turning  a  part  of  any  Greek  au- 
'  thor  he  mould  fix  upon   into  Latin. 

*  Finding   me  perfeftlj  earned  in  my 
'  propofal,headdrefledmethus:  "You 
"   fee  me,  young  man,"  continued  be; 
"   I  never  learned  Greek,  and  I  don't 
"  find  that  I  have  ever  miffed  it.     I 
f  have  had  a  doctor's  cap  and  gown 
«<  without  Greek  ;  I  have  ten  thoufand 
"  florins  a  year  without  Greek  ;  I  eat 
«'  heartily  withoutGreek;  and  in  fhort,' 

*  con  tinned  he, 'as  I  don't  knowGreek, 
«f  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  good 
«'  in  it." 

'  I  was  now  too  far  from   home  to 
<  think  of  returning  ;  fo  I  refolved  to 

*  go  forward.     I  had  fome  knowledge 
!  of  nnifick,  with  a  tolerable  voice  ;  I 

*  r,ow  turned  what  was  once  my  amufe- 
'   ment  into  a  prefent  means  of  fubfif- 

*  tence.     I  parted  among  the  harmlefs 
'  peafants  of  Flanders,  and  amongfuch 

*  of  the  French  as  were  poor  enough  to 

*  be  very  merry  ;  for  I  ever  found  them 
'  fprightly  in  proportion  to  their  wants. 

*  Whenever   I  approached  a  peafam's 

*  houfe,  towards   night-fall   I  played 

*  one  of  my  moft  merry  tunes,    and, 
«   that  procured  me  not  only  a  lodging, 
'  but  fubfiftence  for  the   next  day.      I 
'  once  or  twice  attempted  to  play    for 
'  people  of  fafhion  ;    but  they  always 

*  thought  my  performance  odious,  and 


'  never  rewarded  me  even  with  a  trifle. 

*  This  was  to  me  the  more  extraordi- 
'  nary,  as  whenever  I  ufed  in  better 
'  days  to  play  for  company, when  play- 
'  ing  was  my  amufemenr,  my  mufick 
'  never  failed  to  throw  them  into  rap- 
'  tures,  and  the  ladies  efpecially  }  but 
'  as   it  was  now  my  only  means,    it 

*  was  receivedwithconterr.pt:  a  proof 
'  how  ready   the  world   is   to  under- 

*  rate  thofe  talents  by  which  a  man  is 

*  Aipported. 

«  In  this  manner  I  proceeded  to  Pa- 
'  ris,  with  no  defign  but  juft  to  look 

*  about   me,  and  then  to  go  forward. 
'  The  people  of  Paris  are  much  fonder 
'  of  ftrangers  that  have  money,  than 
'  of  thofe  that  have  vvit.     As  I  could 
'  not  boa  ft  much  of  either,  I  was  no 
'  great  favourite.  After  walking  about 
'  the  town  four  or  five  days,  and  fee-, 
'   ing  theoutiides  of  the  beft  houfes,   I 
'  WAS  preparing   to   leave   this  retreat 
'  of  venal   holpitality  ;    when  pairing 
'  through  ont  of  the  principal  ilreets, 
'   whom  /hould  I  meet  but  our  coufin, 
'  to  whom  you  fir  ft  recommended  me! 
'  This  meeting  was  veiy  agreeable  to 
'  me,  and  I   believe  not  difplealing  to 

*  him.    He  enquired  into  the  nature  of 

*  my  journey  to  Paris,   and  informed 
'  me  of  his  own  bufmefs  there,  which 
4  was  to  coIU'cl   pif!  tires,   medals,  in- 
'   taglios,  and   antiques  of  all  kinds, 
'  for  a  gentleman  in  London,  who  had 
'  juft  fteppcd  into  talte  and  a  large  for- 
e   tune.     I  was  the  more   ftirpnzed    at 
«  feeing  our  coufin    pitched  upon  for 
'  this  office,  ps   he  himfelf  had  often 
'  affured   me   he  knew  nothing  of  the 
'  matter.     Upon  afking   how    he   had 
'  been  taught  the  art  of  connofcetito  fo 
'  very  fuddenly,  he  affured  me  that  no- 
'  thing  was  more  eafy.  The  whole  ie- 

*  cret  confifted  in  a  fhi<5l  adherence  to 

*  two  rules  ;   the  one  always  to   ob- 
'  ferve,    that   the   pifture   might  have 
'   been  better  if  the  painter  had  taken 
'  more  pains ;  and  the  other  to  praifethe 
1   works  of  Pietro  Perugino.    "But," 
'  fays  he,  "  as  I  once  taught  yon  how 
"  to  be  an  author  in  London,  I'll  now 
"  undertake  to  inftruft  you  in  the  art 
"   of  piclure-l)uying  in  Pans." 

1  With  this  propofal  I  very  readily 
*  doled,  as  it  was  living,  and  now  ail 
'  my  ambition  was  to  live.  I  went 
1  therefore  to  his  lodgings,  improved 
'  my  drefs  by  his  affirmance,  and  after 
'  fame  time  accompanied  him  to  auc- 

'  lions 
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•  lions  of  pictures,  where  ihe  Engliih 
gentry  were  expected  to  be  pucha- 
(eis.  I  wis  not  a  little  l'ni|>iiz-  I  at 
In*  intimacy  with  people  of  the  heft 
lulliion,  who  referred  them  (elves  to 
his  judgment,  upon  every  pi&ure  or 
iii-iiil,  as  an  unerring  llandard  of 
t.ilJe.  He  made  verv  good  ule  of  my 
afliJtnnce  upon  thefe  occalions  j  for 
when  alked  his  opinion,  he  would 
gravely  take  me  afide,  and  alk  mine, 
mrug,  look  wile,  return,  and  allure 
the  company  that  he  could  give  no 
opinion  upon  an  affair  uf  Co  much 
importance.  Yet  there  was  i'ome- 
timcs  an  occafion  for  a  more  (up- 
ported  afturance.  I  remember  to 
have  Teen  him,  after  giving  his  opinion 
that  the  colouring  of  a  picture  was 
not  mellow  enough,  very  deliberately 
take  a  brulh  with  brown  varnilh,  that 
was  accidentally  lying  by,  and  rub 
it  over  the  piece  with  great  compo- 
fure  before  all  the  company,  and  then 
alk  if  he  had  not  improved  the  tims. 
«  When  he  had  finished  his  cominif- 
fion  in  Paris,  he  left  me  firongly  re- 
commended to  feveral  men  of  dif- 
tinftion,  as  a  perfon  very  proper  for  a 
travelling  tutor  j  and  after  Come  time 
I  was  employed  in  that  capacity  by  a 
gentleman  who  brought  his  ward  to 
Paris,  in  order  to  let  him  forward  on 
his  tour  through  Europe.  I  was  to 
be  the  young  gentleman's  governor, 
but  with  a  promile  that  he  mould  al- 
ways govern  himfelf.  My  pupil  in 
fuel  understood  the  art  of  guiding  in 
money  concerns  much  better  than  I. 
He  was  heir  to  a  fortune  of  about 
two  hundred  ihouland  pounds,  left 
him  by  an  uncle  in  the  Well  Indies  j 
and  his  guardians,  to  qualify  him  for 
the  management  of  it,  had  bound  him 
apprentice  to  an  attorney.  Thus  a- 
vaiicew.is  his  pievailing  paflion  :  all 
his  questions  on  the  road  were  how 
much  money  might  be  Caved  ;  which 
was  the  lealt  expenfive  courle  of  tra- 
vel ;  whether  any  tiling  could  be 
bought  that  would  turn  to  account 
when  difpofed  of  again  in  London. 
Such  curiolities  on  the  way  as  could 
be  feen  for  nothing  he  was  ready 
enough  to  look  at ;  but  if  the  light  of 
them  was  to  be  paid  for,  he  uiually 
aliened  that  he  had  been  told  they 
were  not  worth  feeing.  He  never 
paid  a  bill  that  he  would  notobittive, 


•  how  amazingly  expenfive  travelling 

*  was  j  and  all  this  though  he  was  not 
4  vet  twenty-one.  When  arrived  at  Leg- 
'   hoi  n,  as  we  took  a  walk  to  look  at 
'  the  port    and   Shipping,  he  enquired 
4  the  expence  of  the  paflage  by  lea  homo 
4  to  England.     This  he  was  informed 
4  was  but  a  trifle,  compared  to  his  re- 
'  turning  by  land  j  he  was  therefore 
4  unable  to  withftand  the  temptation; 
'  fo  paying  me  the  fmall   part  of  my 
4  falary  that  was  due,  he  took  leave, 
4  and  embarked  with  only  one  atten- 
4  dam  for  London. 

4  I  now  therefore  was  left  once  more 
4  upon  the  world  at  large  }  but  then  it 
4  was  a  thing  I  was  uCed  to.  >-Hovvever, 
4  ray  (kill  in  nuilick  could  avail  me  no- 
4  thing  in  a  country  where  every  pea- 
4  Cant  was  a  better  muCician  than  I ; 
4  but  by  this  time  I  had  acquired  ano- 
4  ther  talent,  which  anfwered  my  pur- 
4  pofe  as  well,  and  this  was  a  Ikill  in 
4  deputation.  In  all  the  foreign  uni- 
4  verfuics  and  convents,  there  are  up- 
4  on  certain  days  philofophical  theles 
4  maintained  againlt  every  adventitious 
4  dilputant;  for  which,  if  the  cham- 
4  pion  oppofes  with  any  dexterity,  he 
4  can  claim  a  gratuity  in  money,  a  din- 
4  ner,  and  a  bed  for  one  night.  In  this 
4  manner,  therefore,  I  fought  my  way 
4  towaids  England  ;  walked  along 
4  from  city  to  city  j  examined  ninn- 
4  kind  more  nearly;  and,  if  I  may  fo 
4  exprefs  it,  Caw  both  fides  of  the  pic- 
4  ture.  My  remarks,  however,  are  but 
4  few  :  I  found  that  monarchy  was  th« 
4  belt  government  for  the  poor  to  live 
4  in,  and  commonwealths  lor  the  rich. 
4  I  found  that  riches  in  general  were  in 
1  every  country  another  name  for  free- 
4  dom  ;  and  that  no  man  is  Co  fond  of 
4  liberty  himCelf,  as  not  to  be  deljroim 
4  of  fubjecling  the  will  of  Come  indivi- 
4  duals  in  fociety  to  his  own. 

4  Upon  my  arrival  in  England,  I  re- 
4  folved  to  pay  my  refpefts  ri:  il  to  you, 
4  and  then  to  enlilt  as  a  volunteer  in 
4  the  fir  11  expedition  that  was  going 
4  forward  ;  but  on  my  journey  down, 
4  my  relblutions  werechanged,  by  meet- 
4  ing  an  old  acquaintance,  who  I  found 
4  belonged  to  a  company  of  comedians, 
4  that  were  going  to  make  a  Cummer 
4  campaign  in  the  country.  The  com- 
4  pany  Ceemtd  not  much  to  dilapprovo 
4  of  me  for  an  aflbciate.  They  all, 
*  however,  apprized  me  of  the  impor- 
H  *  tanco 
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tance  of  the  talk  at  which  I  aimed  ; 
that  the  publick  was  a  many-headed 
monlter,  and  that  only  fuch  as  had  very 
good  heads  could  pleafe  it :  that  acl- 
ing  was  not  to  be  learned  in  a  day  ; 
and  that  without  fome  traditional 
flirugs,  which  had  been  on  the  ftage, 
and  only  on  the  ftage,  theie  hundred 
years,  I  could  never  pretend  to  pleafe. 
The  next  difficulty  was  in  fitting  me 
with  parts,  as  almoft  every  character 
was  in  keeping.  I  was  driven  for 
fome  time  fiom  one  character  to  ano- 
ther, till  at  laft  Horatio  was  fixed 
upon,  which  the  prefence  of  the  pre- 
fent  company  has-  happily  hindered 
me  from  acting.' 


CHAP.     II. 

THE  SHOUT  CONTINUANCE  OF 
FRIENDSHIP  AMONGST  THE  VI- 
CIOUS, WHICH  IS  COEVAL  ONLY 
WITH  MUTUAL  SATISFACTION. 

MY  fon's  account  was  too  long  to 
be  delivered  at  once }  the  firft 
part  of  it  was  begun  that  night,  and 
he  was  concluding  the  reft  after  dinner 
the  next  day,  when  the  appearance  of 
Mr.  Thornhill's  equipage  at  the  door 
i'eemed  to  make  a  paufe  in  the  general 
fatisfaction.  The  butler,  who  was 
now  become  my  friend  in  the  family, 
informed  me  with  a  whilper,  that  the 
iquire  had  already  made  fome  overtures 
to  Mifs  Wilmot,  and  that  her  aunt  and 
\:ncle  i'eemed  highly  to  approve  the 
match.  Upon  Mr.  Thornhill's  enter- 
ing, he  feemed,  at  feeing  my  fon  and 
me,  to  ftart  back;  but  I  readily  impu- 
ted that  to  furprize,  and  not  difplca- 
1'ure.  However,  upon  our  advancing  to 
falute  him,  he  returned  our  greeting 
with  the  moft  apparent  candour ;  and 
after  a  fliort  time,  his  prefence  feemed 
only  to  increafe  the  general  good  hu- 
mour. 

After  tea  he  called  me  afide,  to  en- 
quire after  my  daughter  ;  but  upon  my 
informing-  him  that  my  enquiry  was 
unfuccefsful,  he  fe^med  greatly  fur- 
prized  j  adding,  that  Ue  had  been  fince 
frequently  at.my  houfe,  in  order  to 
comfort  the  rek  of  the  family,  whom 
he  left  perfectly  well.  He  then  afked 
if  I  had  communicated  her  misfortune 
to  Mifs  Wilmot  or  my  fon  ;  and  upon 
my  replying  that  I  had  not  told  them  as 


yet,  he  greatly  approved  my  prudence 
and  precaution,  defiring  me  by  all 
means  to  keep  it  a  fecret :  '  For  at  bell,* 
cried  he,  '  it  is  but  divulging  one's  own 
'  infamy  ;  and  perhaps  Mil's  Livy  may 
'  not  be  fo  guilty  as  we  all  imagine.* 
We  were  here  interrupted  by  a  fervant, 
who  came  to  afk  the  Iquire  in,  to  ftand' 
up  at  country-dances  ;  fo  that  he  left 
me  quite  pleafed  with  the  intereft  he 
feemed  to  take  in  my  concerns.  His 
addreffes,  however,  to  Mifs  Wilmot, 
were  too  obvious  to  be  miftaken :  and 
yet  me  feemed  not  perfectly  pleafed, 
but  bore  them  rather  in  compliance  to 
the  will  of  her  aunt,  than  from  real  in- 
clination. I  had  even  the  fatisfa<5lion 
to  fee  her  lavifli  fome  kind  looks  upon 
my  unfortunate  fon,  which  the  other 
could  neither  extort  by  his  fortune  nor 
afliduity.  Mr.  Thornhill's  feeming 
compofure,  however,  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  me  -.  we  had  now  continued  here 
a  week,  at  the  prefling  inftances  of  Mr. 
Arnold ;  but  each  day  the  more  ten- 
dernefs  Mifs  Wilmot  (hewed  my  fon, 
Mr.  Thornhill's  friend/hip  feemed  pro- 
portionably  to  increafe  for  him. 

He  had  formerly  made  us  the  moft 
kind  affurances  of  ufing  his  intereft  to 
ferve  the  family  ;  but  now  his  gene- 
rofity  was  not  confined  to  promiies  a- 
lone  :  the  morning  I  defigned  for  my 
departure,  Mr.  Thornhill  came  to  me 
with  looks  of"  real  pleafure,  to  inform 
me  of  a  piece  of  fervice  he  had  done  for 
his  friend  George.  This  was  nothing 
lefs  than  his  having  procured  him  an 
eniign's  commiffion  in  one  of  the  regi- 
ments that  was  going  to  the  Welt  In- 
dies, for  which  he  had  promifed  but  one 
hundred  pounds,  his  intereft  being  fuf- 
ficient  to  get  an  abatement  of  the  other 
two.  *  As  for  this  trifling  piece  of  fer- 
'  vice,'  continued  the  young  gentle- 
man, '  I  defire  no  other  reward  but  the 
pleafure  of  having  ferved  my  friend  ; 
and  as  for  the  hundred  pounds  to  be 
paid,  if  you  are  unable  to  raife  it 
yourfelves,  I  will  advance  it,  and  you 
mall  repay  me  at  your  leifure.1  This 
was  a  favour  we  wanted  words  to  ex- 
prefs'our  fenfe  of :  I  readily  therefore 
gave  my  bond  for  the  money,  and  tef- 
tified  as  much  gratitude  as  if  I  never 
intended  to  pay. 

George  was  to  depart  for  town  the 
next  day  to  fee: u re  his  commirfion,  in 
pursuance  of  his  generous  patron's  di- 
re&ions,  who  judged  it  highly  expe- 
dient 
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tlicnt  to  ufc  difpatch,   left  in  the  mean 
time  another  (hould  ftep  in   with  more 
advantageous    propofals.      The    next 
ng,  therefore,  our  young  foldier 
.1  ly  prepared  for  his  departure, 
and   itemed  the  only  per  Con  among  us 
that  was  not  affected  by  it.     Neither 
the  fatigues  and  dangers  he  was  going 
to    encounter,    nor    the    friends    and 
miitrefs,    for    Mils   Wilmot   actually 
loved  him,  he  was  leaving  behind,  any 
way  damped  his  (pints.     After  he  had 
taken  leave  of  the  reft  of  the  company, 
I  gave  him  all  that  I  had,  my  blefling. 
And  now,  my  boy,'  cried  I,  *  thou 
art  going  to  fight  for  thy  country, 
remember  how  thy  brave  grandfather 
fought    for  his   (acred    king,  when 
loyalty  among  Britons  was  a  virtue. 
Go,  my  boy  ;   and  imitate  him  in  all 
but  his  misfortunes  ;  if  it  was  a  mis- 
fortune to  die  with  Lord  Falkland. 
Go,  my  boy  ;  and  if  you  fall,  though 
diftant,  cxpoied,  and  unwept  by  thofe 
that  love  you,  themoft  precious  tears 
are  thofe  with  which  Heaven  bedews 
the  unburied  head  of  a  foldier.' 
The  next  morning  I  took  leave  of 
the  good  family,  that  had  been  kind 
enough  to  entertain  me  fo   long,  not 
without  feveral   exprefiions  of   grati- 
tude   to  Mr.  Thornhill   for    his  late 
bounty.     I  left  them  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  that  happinefs  which  affluence 
and   good -breeding  procure,   and  re- 
turned   towards   home,    defpairing    of 
ever  finding  my  daughter  more,  but 
fending  a  figh  to  Heaven  to  Ipare  and 
forgive  her.     I  was  now  come  within 
about  twenty  miles  of  home,  having 
hired  a  horfe  to  carry  me,  as  I  was  yet 
but  weak,  and  comforted  myfelf  with 
the  hopes   of   foon   feeing  all    I  held 
dearelt   upon   earth.      But   the    night 
comij-.g  on,  I  put  up  at  a  little  publick- 
houfe  by  the  road  n\!e,  and  aiked  for 
the  landlord's  company  over  a  pint  of 
wine.     We  fate  beiide  his  kitchen-fire, 
which  was  the  belt  room  in  the  houfe, 
and  chatted  on  politicks  and  the  news 
of  the  country.    We  happened,  among 
other  topicks,   to  tajk  of  young  Squire 
Thornhill,  who  the  holt  allured  me  was 
hated  as   much  as   his  uncle  Sir  Wil- 
liam, who  fometimes   came  down    to 
the  country,  was  loved.     He  went  on 
to  obferve,  that  he  made  it  his  whole 
itudy  to  betray  the  daughters  of  fuch 
as  received  him  to  their  houies,  and 
after  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  pol- 
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fcflion,  turned  them   out  unrewarded 
and  abandoned  to  the  world.     As  we 
continued  our  difcoyiie  in  tin,  in  inner, 
his   wife,    who   had    been    out   to   get 
change,  returned,  and  perceiving  that 
.(band  was  enjoying  a  plcafure  in 
which  (he  was  not  a  (barer,   (he  afked 
him,  in  an  angry  tone,  what  he  did 
there;  to  which  he  only  replied  in  an 
ironical  way,  by  drinking  her  health. 
Mr.   Syrnmonds,'    cried    (he,    '  you 
ufe  me  very  ill,  and  I'll  bear  it  no 
longer.      Here   three   parts    of    the 
bufinefs   is  left  for  me  to  do,    and 
the  fourth  left  unfinifhed,  while  you 
do  nothing  but  foak  with  the  guefts 
all  day  long;  whereas  if  a  fpoonful 
of  liquor  were  to  cure  me  of  a  fever, 
I  never  touch  a  drop.'     I  now  found 
what  (lie  vvould  be  at,  and  immediate- 
ly poured  out  a  glafs,  which  (he  receiv- 
ed  with  a  cuitiey,  and   drinking  to- 
wards my  good  health,  '  Sir,'  returned 
(he,  '  it  is  not  fo  much  for  the  value 
of  the  liquor  I  am  angry,  but  one 
cannot  heip  it,  when  the  houfe  is  go- 
ing  out  or    the  windows.     If  the 
cuitomers  orguefts  are  to  be  dunned, 
all  the   burden  lies  upon  my  back, 
he'd  as  lief  eat  that  glafs  as  budge 
after  them  himfelf.  There  now  above 
flairs,  we  have  a  young  woman  who. 
has   come   to  take   up  her  lodgings 
here,  and  I  don't  believe  (he  has  got 
any  money  by  her  over  civility.     I 
am  certain   me   is   very  (low  of  pay- 
ment, and    I   wifli    fhe   were  put  in 
mind  of  it.' — '  What  fignifies  mind- 
ing her,'   cried  the  ho/I;    '  if  (he  be 
flow,  (he  is   lure.' — '  I  don't  know 
that,'  replitd  the  wife  ;   '  but  I  know 
that  I  am  lure   (lie  has   been  here  a 
fortnight,  and  we  have  not  yet  feen 
the  crofs   of  her  money.' — '  I  fup- 
pofe,  my  dear,'  cried  lie,  «  we  (hall 
have  it  all  in  a  lump.' — •  In  a  lump,* 
ried  the  other,  '   I  hope  we  may  get 
it  any  way  ;  and  that  I  am  reiblved 
we  will   this   very  night,  or  out  (he 
tramps,  bag  and  baggage.'—*  Con- 
rtder,  my  dear,'  cried   the  hufband, 
(he  is  a  gentlewoman,  and  deferves 
more  rJpcct.' — '  As  Cor  the  matter 
of  that,'  returned  tlu-  hoftefs,  «  gen- 
tle or  fimpte,  out  (he  (hall  pack  with 
a  fufikrara. ,  Gentry   may  be  good 
things  where  they  take  ;  but  for  my 
part  I  never  f<w  much  good  of  them 
at  the  f:gn  of  the  Harrow.'     Thus 
faying,  fl»e  ran.  up  a  narrow  flight  of 
H  x  (tails 
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flairs  that  went  from  the  kitchen  to  a 
room  over  head,  and  I  foqn  perceived 
by  the  loudnefs  of  her  voice,  and  the 
bitterneis  of   her  reproaches,  that  no 
money  was  to  be  had  from  her  lodger. 
I  could   hear  the  remonftrances   very 
diftinftly  :   '  Out,  1  fay  !  pack  out  this 
moment!     tramp,     thou     infamous 
ftrumpet,  or  I'll  give  theea  mark  tliou 
won't   be  the    better  for  thefe  three 
months.     What  !   you  trumpery,  to 
come  and  take  up  a'n  honeft  houfe, 
without  crofs  or  coin  to  blei's  your- 
felf  with  ;  come  along,  I  fay  P— -c  O 
dear    Madam,'    cried    the    itranger, 
pity  me,  pity  a  poor  abandoned  crea- 
ture  for  one  night,  and    death  will 
foon  do  the  reft  !'     I  inftantly  knew 
the  voice  of  my  poor  ruined  child  Oii- 
via.     I  flew  to   her  refcue,    while  the 
•woman  was  dragging  her  along  by  her 
kair,    and   I   caught  the  dear  forlorn 
wretch  in  my  arms.     '   Welcome,  any 
way  welcome,   my  dearelt   loft  one, 
my  treafure,  to  your  poor  old  father's 
bofom  !   Though  the  vicious  forfake 
thee,  there  is   yet  one   in   the  world 
that  will  never  forfake  thee  :   though 
tliou  haft  ten  thou  land  crimes  to  an- 
fwer  for,  he  will  forget  them  all  !' — 

0  my  own  dear — '  for  minutes   (he 
ould  fay  no  more,  '  my  own  deareft 

good  papa  !  Could  angels  be  kinder! 
How  do  Ideferve  fo  much  !  The  vil- 
lain !  I  hate  him  and  myfelf  te  be  a 
reproach  to  fo  much  goodnefs.  You 
can't  forgive  me.  I  know  you  can- 
not.'— ',  Yes,  my  child,  from  my 
heart  I  do  forgive  thee  !  Only  repenr, 
and  we  both  (hall  yet  be  happy.  We 
/hall  fee  many  plealant  days  yet,  my 
Olivia.' — '  All!  never,  Sir!  never. 
The  reft  of  my  wretched  life  muft  be 
infamy  abroad,  and  fhame  at  home. 
But,  alas!  papa,  you  look  much 
piler  than  you  ufed  to  do.  Could 
fuch  a  thing  as  I  am  give  you  fo  much 
uneafmefs  ?  Sure  you  have  too  much 
wifdom  to  take  the  mtferies  of  my 
guilt  upon  yourfelf.' — '  Our  wifdom, 
young  woman— ——'  replied  I.  '  Ah, 
why  lb  cold  a  name,  papa  ?'  cried  Jhe. 
Tnis  is  the  fitft  time  you  ever  called 
me  by  fo  cold  a  name." — '  I  aflc  par- 
don, my  darling  !'  returned  I ;  «  but 

1  was  going  to  oblerve,  that  wifdom 
makes   but  a   flow   defence   agu*>nft 
trouble,  though  ar  laft  a  lure  one.' 
The  landlady  now  returned  to  know 

if  we  did  not  chufe  a  more  genteel  a- 


partment;  to  which  afientingy  we  were 
fhewn  a  room  where  we  could  co»- 
verfe  more  freely.  After  we  had  talk- 
ed ourlelves  into  fome  degree  of  tran- 
quillity, I  could  not  avoid  defiring  fome 
account  of  the  gradations  that  led  to 
her  prefent  wretched  fituation.  *  That 
«  villain,  Sir,'  fail!  (he,  <  from  the  firft 

*  day  of  our   meeting,   made  me  ho- 
'  nourable,  though  private,  propofals.* 

'  Villain,  indeed  !'  cried  I  j- '  and  yet 
'  it  in  fome  meafure  furprizes  me,  how 
'  a  perfon  of  Mr.  Burchell's  good-fenfe 
'  and  feeming  honour,  could  be  guilty 
'  of  fuch  deliberate  bafenefs,  and  thus 

*  (tep  into  a  family  to  undo  it.' 

'  My  clear  papa,'  returned  my  daugh- 
ter, '  you  labour  under  a  ftrange  mif- 
'  take.  Mr.  Burchell  never  attempt- 
'  ed  to  deceive  me.  Inftead  of  that, 
'  he  took  every  opportunity  of  private- 

*  ly  admonifliing  me  again  ft  the  arti- 
'  fices  of  Mr.  Thornhill,  who  I  now 
'  find  was  even    worfe  than  he  repre- 
«  lented  him.'—*  Mr.  Thornhill  !•.'  in- 
terrupted I,  «  can  it  be?' — '  Yes,  Sir,' 
returned  me,  «  it  was  Mr.  Thornhill 
'  who  feduced  me,  who  employed  the 
'  two  ladies,  as    he  called   them,  but 
'  who   in    facl:    were   abandoned    wo- 
'  men  of  the  town,  without  breeding 

*  or  pity,  to  decoy  us   up  to  London. 
'   Their  artifices,  you  may  remember, 
'  would   have  certainly  fucceeded   but 
'  for  Mr.  Burchell's   letter,  who   di- 
'  rected  thoiie  reproaches  at  them,  which 
'  we  all  applied  to  ourfelves.    How  he 
'  came  to  have  fo  much  influence  as  to 
'  defeat  their  intentions,  Itill1  remains 
'  a  fecret  to  me  ;  but  I  am  convince4 
'  he  was  ever  our  warmeft,    fmcereft 
'   friend.' 

'  You  amaze  me,  my  dear,'  cried  I ; 
'  but  now  I  find  my  firft  fufpicions  of 
'  Mr.  Thornhill's  balenels  were  too 
'  well  grounded:  but  he  can  triumph 
'  in  fecurlty;  for  he  is  rich,  and  we 
'  are  poor!  But  tell  me,  my  child; 
'  fure  it  was  no  /'mall  temptation  that 
'  could  thus  obliterate  all  the  impref- 
'  fions  of  fuch  nn  education,  and  fo 
'  virtuous  a  difpofition  as  thine  ?' 

'  Indeed,  Sir,' replied  Ihe,  '  he  owes 
'  all  his  triumph  to  the  define  I  had  of 

*  making  him,  and  not  myfelf,  happy. 
'  I  knew  that  the  ceremony  of  our  mar- 
'  riage,  which  was  privately  perform- 
'  ed  by  a  popifli   prieft,  was   no  way 
'  binding,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to. 

*  truft  to  but  his  honour.'— -<  What,' 

inter* 
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interrupted  I,  '  and  were  you  indeed 

*  marred  hy  a  pridt  in  orders  ?' — '   In- 
'  deed,   Sir,    we    were,'    replied    file  j 
'  though  we  were  both  fworn  to  con- 
'  ceal   his   name.' — «  Why  then,    my 
'  child,  come  to  my  arms  again,  and 

*  now  you  are  a  thouland  times  more 

*  welcome  than  before ;    for  you    are 
'  now  his  wife  to  all  intents  and  pur- 

*  poles ;  nor  can  all  the  laws  of  man, 
4  though  written  upon  tables  of  ada- 

*  mant,    leflen  the  force  of    that   fa- 
«  cred  connection.' 

'  Alas,  papa!'  replied  (he,  '  you  are 

*  but  little  acquainted   with   his   vil- 

*  lainies  ;  he  has  been  married  already, 
'  by   the  fame  prieft,  to  fix   or  eight 

*  wives  more,  whom,  like  me,  he  has 

*  deceived  and  abandoned.' 

*  Has  he  To  ?'  cried  I,  '  then  we 
'  mult  hang  the  prieft,  and  you  lhall 
'  inform  againit  him  to-morrow.'— 
'  But,  Sir,'  returned  me,  «  will  that 
'  be  right,  when  I  am  fworn  to  fecrefy  !' 
— •'  My  dear,'  I  replied,  '  if  you  have 

*  made  luch  a  promife,  I  cannot,  nor 
'  will  I  tempt  you  to  break  it.     Even 
'  though  itmay  benefitthepublick,  you 
'  mult  not  inform  againit  him.     In  all 
'  human  initiations,  a  -i mailer  evil  is 

*  allowed  to  procure  a  greater  good  ; 

*  as   in   politicks,  a   province  may  be 
'  given  away  to  fecure  a  kingdom  ;  in 

*  medicine,  a  limb  may  be  lopped  off,  to 
'  preferve  the  body.     Bat  in  religion, 

*  the  law  is  written,    and   inflexibly, 
'  never  to  do  evil.  And  this  law,  my 
'  child,  is  right :  for  otherwife,   if  we 

*  commit  a  final ler  evil,  to  procure  a 
'  greater  good,  certain  guilt  would  be 
'  thus    incmred,     in    expectation    of 

*  contingent  advantage.     And  though 
'  the  advantage  mould  certainly   fol- 
'  low,  yet  the  interval  between  com- 
'  million  and  advantage,  which  is  al- 
'  lowed  to   be  guilty,  may  be  that  in 

*  which  we  are  called  away  to  ani'wer 

*  for  the  things  we  have  done,  and  the 

*  volume  of  human  actions  is   doled 

*  for  ever !    But  I  interrupt  you,  my 
'  dear;  go  on.' 

«  The  very  next  morning,'  conti- 
nued Ihe,  «  I  found  what  little  expec- 
«  tation  I  was  to  have  from  his  linceri- 

*  ty.     That  very   morning   he  intro- 
'  duCed    me  to  two   unhappy  women 
«  more ;  whom,  like   me,    he   had  de- 
«  ceived,   but  who  lived    in  contented 

*  proltitution.     1  loved   him  too  ten- 

*  derly  to  bear  fuch  rirals  in  his  af- 
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feet  ions,  and  ftrove  to  forget  my  in- 
t.nny  in  a  tumult  of  pleafurci.  With 
this  view,  I  danced,  drcflecj,  and 
talked  ;  but  Kill  was  unhappy.  The 
gentlemen  who  viliud  there  told  me 
every  moment  of  the  power  of  my 
charms,  and  this  only  contributed  to 
incieale  my  melancholy,  a*  I  had 
thrown  all  their  power  quite  away. 
Thus  each  day  I  grew  more  penfive, 
and  he  more  infolent,  till  at  lait  the 
monfter  had  the  aflurance  to  offer  me 
to  a  young  baronet  of  his  acquain- 
tance. Need  I  delcribe,  Sir,  how  hit 
ingratitude  Hung  me.  My  ani'wer 
to  this  propofal  was  almolt  madneft. 
I  defired  to  part.  As  I  was  going,  h* 
offered  me  a  purfe  ;  but  I  flung  it  at 
him  with  indignation,  and  built  from 
him  in  a  rage,  that  for  a  while  kept 
me  in/enfible  of  the  miferies  of  my 
fituation.  But  I  fooa  looked  rouad 
me,  and  faw  mylelf  a  vile,  abject, 
guilty  thing,  without  one  friend  in 
the  world  to  apply  to.  Juft  in  that 
interval,  a  Itage-coach  happening  to 
pals  by,  I  took  a  place,  it  being  my 
only  aim  to  be  driven  at  a  diltance 
from  a  wretch  Idefpiled  and  deteltcd. 
I  was  fet  down  here  j  where,  lince 
my  arrival,  my  own  anxiety,  and 
this  woman's  unkindnefs,  have  been 
my  only  companions.  The  hours 
of  pleufure  that  I  have  patted  with  my 
mamma  and  filter,  now  grow  pain- 
ful to  me.  Their  Ibrrows  are  much  1 
but  mine  arc  greater  than  theirs  j 
for  mine  are  mixed  with  guilt  and 
infamy.' 

'  Have  patience,  my  child,'  cried  I, 
and  1  hope  things  will  yet  be  better. 
Take  lome  repole  to-night,  aud  to- 
morrow I'll  carry  you  home  to  your 
mother  and  the  relt  of  the  family, 
from  whom  you  will  receive  a  kind 
reception.  Poor  woman,  this  has 
gone  to  her  heart :  but  fhe  loves  you 
itill,  Olivia,  and  will  forget  it.' 


CHAP.     III. 

OFFENCES  ARE  EASILY  PARDON- 
ED  WHERE  THERE  IS  tOVE  AT 
BOTTOM. 

THE    next   morning   I  took  my 
daughter  behind  me,  and  let  out 
on  my  return  home.     As  we  travelled 
along,  I  itrove,  by  every  perluafion,  to 

calm 
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calm  her  forrows  and  fears,  and  to  arm 
her  with  relblution  to  bear  the  prefence 
of  her  offended  mother.  I  took  every 
opportunity,  from  the  profpeft  of  a 
fine  country,  through  which  we  pniTcd, 
toobferve  how  much  kinder  Heaven  was 
to  us,  than  we  to  each  other  ;  and  that 
the  misfortunes  of  nature's  making 
were  but  very  Jew.  I  allured  her,  that 
•fhe  (hould  never  perceive  any  change 
in  my  affections,  and  that  during  my 
life,  which  yet  might  be  long,  me 
might  depend  upon  a  guardian  and  an 
inrbuc"to>-.  I  armed  her  againft  the 
eeni'ures  of  the  world,  /hewed  her  that 
books  were  fwtet  unreproaching  com- 
panions to  the  miferable,  and  that  if 
they  could  not  bring  us  to  enjoy  Jiff, 
they  would  at  lealt  teach  us  to  endure 
it. 

The  hired  horfe  that  we  rode  was  to 
be  pur  up  thar  night  ar  -m  inn  by  the 
•way,  within  about  five  miles  from  my 
fyoufe ;  and  as  I  was  willing  to  prepare 
my  family  for  my  daughter's  inception, 
I  detcrmivwi  to  leave  her  thar  night  at 
the  inn,  and  to  return  for  her,  accom- 
•}>ank'd  by  my  daughter  Sophia,  early 
the  nexr  morning.  It  was  nig  lit  before 
we  readied  our  appointed  fta^e  :  how- 
-'ever  after  let-in?  her  provided  with  a 
decent  apartment/ and  having  ordered 
the,  hoftefs  to  prepare  proper  r-b<lm- 
irifnts,  I  kiffed  h;r,  and  proceed?;)  to- 
wards ho  mi:.  And  now  my  heart 
caught  new  itnfarion<;  of  pleaiure,  the 
rearer  I  approached  thar  peaceful  man- 
fion.  A",  ;;  bird  tl;a:  na-i  been  frighted 
from  it's  nelt,  my  aftVftions  out  ... 
jyiy  hafie.  and  hovui-d  round  my  little 
fire-h'.i--,  with  all  t>  e  rapt  me  of  -xpec- 
tation.  1  called  up  the  many  tend 
things  I  h.ui  to  lay,  ?nd  anticipated  ihe 
•welcome  I  was  to  receive.  1  already 
fe)t  my  wiie'stenderembiace,  and  fn.il- 
*d  2.1  the  joy  of  my  little  ones.  As  I 
walked  but  (lowly,  the  ni«hr  wai-icd 
apace.  The  labourers  of  thu  day  were 
aJJ  retired  to  reft;  the  lights  were  out 
in  every  cottage  ;  no  founds  were  heard 
but  of  the  flirilling  cock,  and  the  deep 
•  ir.outhed  watch-dog,  at  hollow  di- 
ftance.  I  approached  my  abou.-  of  piea- 
'4iire,  and  before  1  was  within  a  furlong 
of  the  place,  our  honeft  mafliff  came 
running  to  welcome  me. 

It  was  now  near  midnight  that  I 
rame  to  knock  at  my  door:  all  was 
$i)l  and  fiient  $  n^y  heart  dilated  with 
Tar.ouerabit  liappinefs  ;  when,  to  n~.y 


amazement,  I  faw  the  houfc  burning 
out  in  a  blaze  of  fire,  and  every  aper- 
ture red  with  conflagration  !  I  gave  a 
loud  convuifive  out  cry,  and  fell  upon 
the  pavement  infenfible.  This  alarm- 
ed my  ion,  who  had  till  this  been  a/leep, 
and  he  perceiving  the  flames,  inrtantiy 
waked  my  wife  and  daughter,  and  all 
running  out,  naked,  and  wild  with  ap- 
prehenfion^  recalled  me  to  life  with 
their  anguirti.  But  it  was  only  to  ob- 
jefts  of  new  terror  ;  for  ;he  flames  had 
by  this  time  caught  the  roof  of  our 
dwelling,  part  after  part  continuing  to 
fall  in,  while  the  family  flood  with  fi- 
lent  agony,  looking  on,  as  if  they  en-i 
joyed  the  blaze.  I  gazed  upon  them 
and  upon  it  by  turn?,  and  then  looked 
round  me  foi  my  two  little  ones;  but 
they  were  not  to  be  feen.  O  mifery  ! 
'  Whore,'  cried  I,  '  where  are  my  little 
'  ones?''  —  '  They  are  burnt  to  death 
'  in  the  flames,  '  f;,yt.  my  wife  calmly, 
'  and  I  will  die  with  them/  -  That 
moment  I  heard  th>-  •  <  'i-.bes 

within,   who   weu-  }••'.'. 
fire,   and   nothing      o.,  !^j-ped 

me.    '  Whe'-C)  vvntr'.      i 
cried    I,    i  u.'m,',:.;  throu    h 
and  bti!  itm  j  nit    ! 
in  which  u.ey  were    o    tiiit-J  •        .v     -re 
'   are    ir  v    ;,trk  ose§:?'  —     :»i.r--,   -it-ar 
'   papn  ;    -:i:re  yvf  ;    v  i'  tried      i 
thtr,   while  the  Urines  weie  jua  torch- 
ing the  bed  whfciv  they  lav.      I  caught 
t^ern  both  in  my  arms,  and   fnatched 
tbem  through  the  fiie  as  fait  as  pollible, 
wiiilc  jull  'as  I  was  got  out,  tne  roof 
funk  in.      '  Now,1  cried  I,  holding  up 
my  children,   '  now  let  the  flames  burn 
on,    and  all    my    polfelfions    perifh. 
II.  re  they  are,  1  have  laved  my  trea- 
fure  !     Here,    my   dearelt,     here   are 
our   treasures,  and   we  ihaii   yet   be 
happy.'  We  k  tiled  our  little  darlings 
a  thousand  times  j  they  clafped  us  round 
the  neck.,  and  Teemed  to  fhare  our  tranf- 
ports,  white  their  mother  laughed  and 
wept  by  turns. 

I  DOW  Stood  a  calm  fpeclator  of  the 
fl:iines;  and,  after  (bine  time,  began  to 
perceive  that  my  arm  to  the  moulder 
was  fcurched  In  a  terrible  manner.  It 
was  therefore  out  of  my  power  to  give 
my  Ion  any  affift  <nce,  either  in  attempt- 
ing to  lave  our  goods,  or  preventing 
the  flames  (pleading  to  our  corn.  By 
this  time,  the  neighbours  were  alarm- 
ed, and  came  running  to  our  aifirtance  ; 
but  ail  they  could  du  was  to  iisnd,  like 
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n«,   ri-.">  ",M»   of  the  calamity.     My 

•  hich  weie  tlie  notes  I 

nv  daughters  ton 

v  conlimidl,  txct-pta  box, 

wit!)    ;  isi    'h't    ftood   in   the 

')  or  three  thing 

of  little  toint-quence,    which  my   !bn 

';t  awny  in  the  beginning.     The 

neighbours  contributed,  however,  what 

.mid  to  lighten  ourdiltrefs.  They 

:  :,C   Vis   cl.Ulhs,    .iMii   flirilifhul   i>1ie 

of  our  out-hnufcs  with  kitchen  utenlils; 
fo  that  by  il.iy-light  we  had  another, 
though  a  wretched  dwelling  to  retire 
to.  My  honelt  next  neighbour,  and 
his  children,  were  not  the  leaft  aflidu- 
ous  in  providing  us  with  everything 
ntcefl'ary,  and  offering  whatever  con- 
lb!ation  untutored  benevolence  could 

•  ft. 

\Vhcn  the  fears  of  my  family  had 
fub  tided,  curiofity  to  know  the  cauie 
of  my  long  ftay  began  to  take  place  ; 
having  therefore  informed  them  of  every 
particular,  I  proceeded  to  prepare  them 
for  the  reception  of  our  loft  one,  and 
though  we  had  nothing  but  wretched- 
nefs  now  to  impart,    I  was  willing  to 
procure  her  a  welcome  to  what  we  had. 
This  tafk  would  have  been  more  diffi- 
cult but  for  our  recent  calamity,  which 
had    humbled    my  wife's  pride,    and 
blunted  it  by  more  poignant  afflictions. 
Being  unab'e  to  go  for  my  poor  child 
myfelf,  as  my  arm  grew  very  painful, 
I  I'.-nt  my  Ton  nnd  daughter,  who  (bon 
returned,  fupporting  the  wretched  de- 
linquent, who  had  not  the  courage  to 
look  up  at  her  mother,  whom  nj  in- 
ltru£ions  of  mine  could  perfuade  to  a 
perfect  reconciliation  ;  for  women  have 
a  much  Itronger  fenfe  of  female  error 
than  men.     *  Ah,  Madam,'  cried  her 
mother,   '    this  is  but  a  poor  place  you 
are  come  to  after  fo  much  finery.  .My 
daughter  Sophy  and  I  can  ii  fiord  but 
little  entertainment  to  peribns  who 
have  kept  company  only  with  people 
of  diftinftion.  Yes,  Mifs  Livy,  your 
poor  father  and  I  have  lutfered  very 
much  of  lute ;  but  I  hope  Heaven  will 
forgive   you.'     During    this   recep- 
tion,   the   unhappy  victim   ftood   pale 
and   trembling,  unable  to  weep  or  to 
reply;  but  I  could  not  continue  a  filent 
fpectatoi'  of  her  diftrefs;  wherefore,  al - 
fuming  a  degree  of  fevetity  in  my  voice 
and  manner,  which  was  ever  followed 
with  inftant    fubmirTion,  '    I  entreat, 
'  woman,  that. my  woiUs  may  be  now 


marked  once  for  all  :  I  have  her* 
brought  you  back  ;i 
wanderer;  her  rcttiin  to  duty  de- 
mands tin  revival  of  our  tendtinelt. 
The  real  hardfhips  of  lid-  •!<• 
coming  fait  upon  us,  let  us  not  there- 
fore incii  .v  ciiflcntion  a- 
each  other.  11  we  live  harmo- 
nioully  together,  w«  may  yet  be  con- 
tented, as  theic  \\  of  us  to 
flint  out  the  ccniurmg  woild,  and 
keep  each  other  in  countenance. 
The  kindnds  of  Hc.iven  is  pro- 
miled  to  the  p^-i.itent,  and  let 
ours  be  directed  by  the  example. 
llc.sven,  we  arcaflu;cd,  is  much  more 
pleafed  to  view  a  repentant  finner, 
than  ninety-nine  peribns  who  have 
fupported  a  courle  of  undeviating 
reclitude.  And  this  is  right;  for 
that  fingle  effort  by  which  we  flop 
fhort  in  the  down-hill  path  to  per- 
dition, is  iti'clf  a  preater  exertion  of 
virtue,  than  an  hundred  acc»  of  jui"- 
tice.* 


CHAP.     IV. 

NON'E  BUT  THE  GUILTY  C.\N  BE, 
LONC.  AND  COMPLEATLV  MISE- 
RABLE. 

SOME  affiduity  was  now  required 
to  make  our  prcfcnt  abode  as  con- 
venient as  poflible,  and  we  were  foon 
again  qualified  to  enjoy  our  former  fe- 
renity.  Being  difabled  myielt  from 
afTifting  my  fon  in  our  ufual  occiips- 
tions,  I  read  to  my  family  from  the  few 
books  that  were  laved,  and  particular- 
ly from  fuch  as  by  amuling  the  ima- 
pinution,  contributed  to  i.uc  ttu  In-art. 
Our  good  neighbours  too  came  every 
dr.y  wi.h  the  kindelt  'condolence,  and 
fixed  a  liir.e  in  which  they  were  all  to 
alliit  ;:;  my  former  dwelling. 

Hon-(t  Farmer  Williams  was  not  lalt 
among  ihe/e  vifitors;  but  heartily  of- 
fered his  friendship.  He  would  even 
have  renewed  his  addrefles  to  my  daugh- 
ter; but  flie  njefted  them  in  fucli  a 
manner  a»  totally  repn.-ir.-it  his  future 
folicitations.  11  icci  formed 

for  continuing,  and  ihc  \vas  the  only 
pcrfon  of  our  little  Ibciety  that  a  week 
did  not  rcltore  to  cl:  .  She 

now  loft  that  unblufhing  innocence 
which  once  taught  h.  :t  her- 

fclf,  and  to  leek  oleaiuic  by  p!ca!in£. 

xiety 
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Anxiety  had  now  taken  ftrong  poflef- 
fion  of  her  mind,  her  beauty  began  to 
be  impaired  with  her  constitution,  and 
neglect  ftill  more  contributed  to  dimi- 
nifli  it.    Every  tender  epithet  bellowed 
en  her    fitter  brought   a   pang  to   her 
heart  and  a  tear  to  her  eye ;  and  as  one 
vice,  though  cured,  ever  plants  others 
where  it  has  been,  fo  her  former  guilt, 
though   driven  out  by  repentance,  left 
jealoufy  and  envy  behind.     I  ftrove  a 
thousand  ways  to  UiTen  her  care,  and 
even  forgot  my  own  pain  in  a  concern 
for  her's,  collecting  luch  amufmg  p;ii- 
fages  of  hiftory,  as  a   Itrong  mtmory 
and  fome  reading  could  lugged.  '  Our 
happinefs,    my    dear,'   I  would  lav, 
is  in  the  power  of  one  who  can  bring 
it  about  a  thouiand  unforeseen  ways 
that  mock  our  forefight.    If  example 
be  neceffary  to  prove  this,  I'll  give 
you  a  ftory,  my  child,  told  us  by  a 
grave,  though  fometimes  a  roman- 
cing hiftorian. 

'  Matilda  was  married  very  young 
to  a  Neapolitan  nobleman  of  the  mil 
quality,  and  found  herfelf  a  widow 
and  a  mother  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
As  me  (tood  one  day  carefling  her 
infant  fon  in  the  open  window  of  an 
apartment,  which  itungoverthe  river 
Volturna,  the  child,  with  a  fudden 
fpring,  leaped  from  iier  arms  into  the 
flood  below,  and  disappeared  in  a 
moment.  The  mother,  liruck  with 
inftant  furprize,  and  making  an  effort 
to  fave  him,  plunged  in  after;  but, 
farfrom  being  able  to  affift  the  infant, 
(he  herfeif  with  great  difficulty  elcap 
ed  to  the  oppome  more,  jult  when 
fome  French  loldieis  were  plundering 
the  country  on  that  lide,  who  imme- 
diately made  her  their  prilbner. 
•  As  the  war  was  then  carried  on  be- 
tween the  French  and  Italians  with 
the  utmoft  inhumanity,  they  were 
going  at  once  to  perpetrate  thole  two 
extremes,  fuggelttd  by  appetite  and 
cruelty.  This  bale  resolution,  how- 
ever, was  oppofed  by  a  young  officer, 
who,  though  his  retreat  requited  the 
utmolt  expedition,  placed  her  behind 
him,  and  brought  her  in  lafeiy  to  his 
native  city.  Her  beauty  at  fii  It  caught 
his  eye,  her  merit  foon  aher  his 
heart.  They  were  married;  he  role 
to  the  higheit  polls  ;  they  lived  long 
together,  and  were  happy.  But  the 
felicity  of  a  foiJier  can  never  be  call- 
ed permanent  j  after  an  interval,  of 


feveral  years,  the  troops  which  he 
commanded,  having  met  with  a  re- 
pulfe,  he  was  obliged  to  take  Ihelter 
in  the  city  where  he  had  lived  with 
his  wife.    Here  they  iuffered  a  fiege, 
and  the  city  at    length  was   taken. 
Few  hiftoiies  can  produce  more  va- 
rious inltances  of  cruelty*  than  thofe 
which  the  French  and  Italians  at  that 
time  exercifed  upon  each  other.     It 
was  refolved  by  the  viftors,  upon  this 
occafion,  to  put  all  the  French  pri- 
fobera  to  deatnj  but  particularly  the 
hufband  of  the  unfortunate  Matilda, 
as  he   was  principally   inltrumental 
in  protracting  the  fiege.     Their  de- 
terminations were  in  general  execu- 
ted alinoft  as  loon  as  refolved  upon. 
The  captive  folclier  was  led  forth, 
and  the  executioner,  with  his  1'word, 
ftood  ready,  while  the   Ipectators  in 
gloomy  iilence  awaited  ths  fatal  blow, 
which  was  only  ful'pended  till  the  ge- 
neral, who  prelided  as  judge,  Ihould 
give  the  fignal.    It  was  in  this  inter- 
val of  anguilh  and  expectation,  that 
Matilda  came  to  take  her  laft  fare- 
wel  of   her  hufband   and   deliverer, 
deploring  her  wretched  lituation,  and 
the  cruelty  of  fate  that  had  laved  her 
from  penllung  by  a  premature  death 
in  the  river  Volturna,  to  be  the  fpefta- 
tor  of  ftill  greater  calamities.     The 
general,  who  was  a  young  man,  was 
ftiuck  with    furprize  at  her  beauty, 
and  pity  at  her  diltrels  ;  but  with  Itill 
Itronger  emotions  when  he  heard  her 
mention    her    former   dangers.     He 
was  her  fon  ;  the  infant  for  whom  fhe 
had    encountered    fo    much  danger, 
acknowledged  her  at  once  as  his  mo- 
ther, and  fell  at  her  feet.     The  reft 
may  be  eafily  fuppofed:  the  captive 
was  let  free,  and   all  the  happinef^ 
that  love,  friend/hip  and  duty,  could 
confer  on  each,  were  united.1 
In  this  manner  1  would  attempt  to 
amtile  my  daughter ;    but  Ihe  liltened 
with  divided   attention;   for    her  own 
misfortunes  engrofled  all  the  pity  Ihs 
once  bail  for  thole  of  another,  and  no- 
thin.-.'  gave  her    ale.     In  company  me 
dreaded  contempt ;  and  in  folitude  me 
only  found  anxiety.    Such  was  the  co- 
lour of  her  wretclieiineib,  when  we  re- 
ceived   ceitain   information,  that  Mr. 
Thornhill  was  going  to  be  married  to 
Mils  Wiimot,  for  whom  I  always  fu- 
fpected  he  had  a  real  palfion,  though  he 
took  every  opportunity  before  me  ta 
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exprefs  his  confempt  both  of  her  perfon 

and  fin  tune.        i  I'crvcd  only 

to    ii.  nvia's    affliction  j 

'i    of  fidelity 

than  hi r  courage  could  fup- 
port.     I  i   lolved,  however,  to  get 

•  rrtuin  iiilii!  m  uion,  anJ  to 
if  poflil>Ic  ihc  completion  ot  hisdefigns, 
by  fuiding  my  Ion  to  old  Wilmot's, 
with  inductions  to  know  the  truth  of 
the  report,  and  to  deliver  Mil's  Wil- 
•r,  intimating  Mr.  Thorn- 
hill's  conduct  in  my  family.  My  fon 
went,  in  purfuance  of  my,  directions, 
and  in  tin*  ii'jil,  alluring  us 

truth  of the  account  j  but  th.it he 
liad  found  it  impoffible  to  deliver  the 
letter,  which  he  was  therefore  obliged 
to  leave,  as  Mr.  Thornhill  and  Mils 
Wilmot  were  vifitipg  round  the  coun- 
try. They  were  to  be  married,  he  laid, 
in  a  few  days,  having  appeared  together 
at  church  the  Sunday  before  he  was 
there,  in  great  fplendour,  the  bride  at- 
tended by  fix  young  ladies,  and  he  by 
as  many  gentlemen.  Their  approach- 
ing nuptials  filled  the  whole  country 
with  rejoicing,  and  they  ufually  rode 
out  together  in  the  grandeft  equipage 
that  had  been  in  the  country  for  many 
years.  All  the  friends  of  both  fami- 
lies, he  faid,  were  there,  particularly  the 
fquire's  uncle,  Sir  William,  who  bore 
Ib  good  a  character.  He  added,  that 
nothing  but  mirth  and  feafting  were 
going  forward ;  that  all  the  country 
praifed  the  young  bride's  beauty,  and 
the  bridegroom's  fine  perfon,  and  that 
they  were  immenfely  fond  of  each  o- 
ther  5  concluding,  that  he  could  not 
help  thinking  Mr.  Thornhill  -one  of 
the  molt  happy  men  in  the  world. 

'  Why,  let  him  if  he  can,'  re- 
turned I:  *  but,  my  fon,  obferve  this 
bed  of  ftraw,  and  un Sheltering  roof  5 
thofe  mouldering  walls,  and  humid 
floor;  my  wretched  bo.ly  thus  difa- 
bled  by  fire,  and  my  children  weep- 
ing round  me  for  bread:  you  have 
come  home,  my  child,  to  all  this  ; 
yet  here,  even  here,  you  fee  a  man 
that  would  not  for  a  thousand  worlds 
exchange  fitiiations.  O,  my  chil- 
dren, if  you  could  hut  Iciru  tocom- 
,  mune  with  your  own  hrarts,  and 
know  what  noble  company  you  can 
make  them,  you  w«iilci  little  i 
the  elegance  and  fplendours  of  the 
worthless.  Almoll  all  ir.rn  have  been 
to  call  Hfe»  paflage,  and  thcm- 


«  felves  the  travellers.    The  fimilitude' 
'   iiiil  way  br  improved,     •  »'i- 

'  ferve  that  the  i;ood  are  joyful  an  1  fe- 
'  rcne,  like  travellers  that  nre  going     , 
'  towards  home  ;   the  wicked   but  by 
'  intervals  happy,  like  travellers  that 
'  are  going  into  exile.' 

My  compaUion  for  my  poor  daugh- 
ter, overpowered  by  this  new  difatter, 
interrupted  what  I  had  farther  to  ob- 
ferve.  I  bade  her  mother  fupport  her, 
and  after*  flioit  time  flie  recovered,  bhe 
appeared  from  that  time  more  calm, 
and  I  imagined  had  gained  a  new  de- 
gree of  refolution;  but  appearances 
deceived  me  ;  for  her  tranquillity  was 
the  languorof  overwrought  reicntrnent. 
A  fupply  of  provifions,  charitably  lent 
us  by  my  kind  parifhioners,  feemed  to 
diffufe  new  cheaifulnefs  among  the  reft 
ot  my  family,  nor  was  I  difplealed  at 
feeing  them  once  more  fprightly  and 
at  cafe.  It  would  have  been  unjuft  to 
damp  their  fatisfaftions,  merely  to  con- 
dole with  rcfolute  melancholy,  or  to 
burden  them  with  a  fadnefs  they  did 
not  feel.  Thus,  once  more,  the  t^lt 
went  round,  and  the  fong  was  demand- 
ed, and  chearfulnel's  condefcended  to 
hover  round  our  little  habitation. 


CHAP.     V. 

FRESH    CALAMITIES. 

THE   next  morning  the  fun  arofe 
with  peculiar  warmth  for  thf  fea- 
fon  ;   fo  that  we  agreed  to  breakfaft  to- 
gether   on    the    honey-fuckle     bank » 
where,    while   we  fate,    my  yotingelt 
daughter,  at    my    requeft,  joined    her 
voice  to  the  concert  on  the  tiees  about 
us.    It  was  in  this  place  my  poor  Oli- 
via firft  met  her  feducer,  and  every  ob-  . 
jeft  ferved   to  recal  her  fadnefs.     But. 
that   melancholy,  which  is  excited  by 
objects    of    pleaiure,    or    inlpsied    by 
founds  of  harmony,  foothes   the  heart 
inftead  of  coiroding  it.     Her  mother, 
too,  upon  this  occafion,  felt  a  pleating 
ditirefs,  and  wept,  and  loved  her  daugh- 
ter as  before.     '  ]X>,  my  pretr 
via, '.cried  flie,  '  let  us  have  that  little 
melancholy  ;iir  your  papa  was  fo  fond 
of;    your  filter    Sophy   has   already 
obliged  us.     Do,  child  j  it  will  pleafe 
your  old  father.'     Siio  complied  in  a 
manner   fo   exquiiitely  pathetick,    as 
moved  me. 
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WHEN  lovely  woman  ftoo.ps  to  folly, 
And  finds  too  late  that  men  betiay, 
What  charm  can  footh  her  melancholy, 
What  art  can  wafti  her  guilt  sway  ? 

The  only  art  her  guilt  to  cover, 
To  hide  her  ftiame  from  etery  eye, 

To  give  repentance  to  her  lover, 
And  wring  his  bolbm— is  to  die. 

As  flie  was  concluding  the  laft 
ftnnia,  to  which  an  interruption  in  her 
voice  from  forrow  gave  peculiar  ioh- 
nefs,  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Thorn- 
hill's  equip'age  at  a  diftance  alarmed 
us  all,  but  particularly  increafed  the 
uneafiliefs  of  my  eldeft  daughter,  who, 
defnous  of  fliunning  her  betrayer,  re- 
turned to  the  houfe  with  her  filter.  In 
a  few  minutes  he  was  alighted  from  his 
chariot,  and  making  up  to  the  place 
where  I  was  (till  fitting,  enquired  after 
my  health  with  his  ufual  air  of  fami- 
liarity. '  Sir,'  replied  I,  '  your  pre- 

*  fent  affurance   only  ferves  to  aggra- 
'  vate  the  bafenefs   of  your  character  ; 

*  and  there  was  a  time  when   I  would 
'  have    chaftifed  your    infolence,    for 

*  prefumir.g  thus  to  appear  before  me. 
«  But  now  you  are  liife;  for  age   has 
«  cooled  my    pafiions,  and   my  calling 

*  reftrains  them.' 

4  I  vow,  my  dear  Sir,' .returned  he, 
'  I  am  amazed  at  all  this  ;  nor  can  I 

*  underftand  what  it  means  !  I  hope  you 
'  don't  think  your  daughter's  late  ex- 
'  curfion  with  me   had  any  thing  cri- 

*  minal  in  it!' 

4  Go,'  cried  I,  '  thou  art  a  wretch, 
«  a  poor  pitiful  wretch,  and  every  way 
«  a  lyar  ;  but  your  meannefs  fecures 
'  you  from  my  anger !  Yet,  Sir,  I  am 
'  defcended  from  a  family  that  would 
4  not  have  borne  this?  And  fo,  thou 
4  vile  thing,  to  gratify  a  momentary 
4  paffion,  thou  haft  made  one  poorcrea- 

*  ture  wretched  for  life,  and   polluted 
«  a  family   that  had    nothing  but   ho- 

*  nour  for  their  portion.' 

4  If  me  or  you,'   returned  he,  '  are 

<  refolved  to  be   miferable,    I   cannot 

*  help  it.     But  you  may  Itill  be  hap- 

*  py;  and  whatever   opinion  you  may 

<  have  formed  of  me,   you   mall  ever 

<  find    me  ready  to  contribute   to  it. 
4  We  can  marry   her  to  another  in  a 

*  fhort  time;   and    what  is  more,    ftie 
«  may  keep  her  lover  befides  j'.for  I  pro- 
'  teftl  fhall  ever  continue  to  have    a 

<  true  regard  for  her,' 


I  found  all  my  palfions  alarmed  at 
this  new  degrading  propofal ;  for  though 
the  mind  may  often  be  calm  under  great 
injuries,  little  villainy  can  at  any  time 
get  within  the  foul,  and  fting  it  into 
rage.  '  Avoid  my  fight,  thou  rep- 
1  tilel'  cried  I,  '  nor  continue  to  in- 
'  fait  me  with  thy  prefence.  Were  my 
4  brave  Ion  at  home,  he  would  not  fuf- 
4  fer,  this;  but  I  am  old,  and  difabled, 
4  aiul  every  way  undone  !' 

4  I  find/  cried  he,  '  you  are  bent 
'  upon  obliging  me  to  talk  in  a  harmer 
'  manner  than  I  intended.  But  as  I 
1  have  (hewn  you  what  may  be  hoped 
'  from  my  friendfhip,  it  may  not  be 
'  improper  to  reprefent  what  may  be 

*  the   confequences  of  my   refentment. 
c  My  attorney,  to  whom  your  late  bond 
'   has  been  transferred,  threatens  hard, 
'  nor  do  I  know   how   to   prevent   the 
4  courfe  of  juftice,   except   by   paying 
'  the  money  myfelf,  which,    as  I  have 

*  been  at    Ibme  expences  lately,  previ- 

*  ous  to  my  intended  marriage,  is  not 
'  fo  eafy  to  be  done.     And    then  my 
'  itevv-ard  talks  of  driving  for  the  rent : 
'  it  is  certain    he  knows  his  duty ;  for 

*  I  never    trouble  myfelf   with   affairs 
'  of  that  nature.     Yet  ftill  I  could  wifh 
'  to  ferve  you,   and    even   to  have  you 

*  and  your  daughter  prefent  at  my  mar* 
'  riage,  whicli   is   fhortly  to  be  folem- 

*  nized  with  Mil's  Wilmot:  it  is  even 
'  the  requeftof  my  charming  Arabella 

*  herfelf,  whom  I  hope  you  will   not 

*  refufe.' 

*  Mr.  Thornhill,'  replied  I,  '  hear 
'  me  once  for  all  :  as  to  your  marriage 
«  with  any  but  my  daughter,  that  .1 
'  never  will  confent  to  ;  and  though 
'  your  friendlhip  could  raifs  me  to  a 
'  throne,  or  your  refentment  fink  me 
'  to  the  grave,  yet  would  I  defpife. 
4  both.  Thou  haft  once  woefully,  ir- 

*  reparably   deceived    me.     I    repofed 

*  my   heart   upon  thine  honour,    and 
«  have  found  it's  bafenefs.  Nevermore, 
'  therefore,  expecl:  friendihip  from  me. 
4  Go,    and  poffefs  what   fortune    has 
4  given  thee,    beauty,   riches,    health, 
4  and  pieafure.     Go,    and  leave  me  to 
4  want,   infamy,  difeafe,   and  forrow, 
4  Yet  humbled  as  I  am,  fhall  my  heart 
4  ftill  vindicate  it's  dignity;  and  though 
4  thou  haft  my  forgivenefs,  thou  malt 

*  ever  have  my  contempt.' 

4  If  fo,'  returned  he,  *  depend  upon 

*  it  you  fliall  feel  the  efifefts  of  this  in- 

*  folence. 
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*  folcncc,    and    we    (hall    fhortly  fee 
'  wlucii  is  ilic  fitteft  objeft  of  fcorn, 

*  you  or  me.'     Upon   which    he   dc- 

:  -.biuptly. 

My  wile  aiul  Ion,  who  were  prefcnt 
at  this  intcivK-w,  feemed  terrified  with 
i.fion.  My  daughters  a  Kb, 
finding  tlut  he  was  gone,  came  out  to 
he  inforim-d  of  the  refult  of  our  con- 
ference ;  whirli,  when  known,  al.u'ii- 
ed  them  not  lefs  than  the  reft.  But 
as  to  mylelf,  I  difregardcd  theutmoft 
ftretch  ofhjl  malevolence:  he  hndnl- 
rcudy  itruck  the  blow,  and  now  I  flood 
prepared  to  repel  eveiy  new  eft'ort. 
Like  one  of  thofe  inftruments  uftd  in 
the  art  of  war,  which,  however  thrown, 
ftill  prelents  a  point  to  receive  the 
enemy. 

We  foon,  however,  found  that  he  had 
not  threatened  in  vain  ;  for  the  very  next 
morning  his  Reward  came  to  demand 
my  annual  rent,  which,  by  the  train 
of  accidents  already  related,  I  was  un- 
able to  pay.  The  confequence  of  my 
incapacity  was  his  driving  my  cattle 
that  evening,  and  their  being appraifed 
and  fold  the  ne:.t  day  for  lefs  than  half 
their  value.  My  wife  and  children  now 
therefore  intreated  me  to  comply  upon 
any  terms,  rather  than  incur  certain 
dellruftion.  They  even  begged  of  me 
to  admit  his  vilits  once  more,  and  «led 
all  their  little  eloquence  to  paint  the 
calamities  1  was  going  to  endure  :  the 
terrors  of  a  prilbn  in  fo  rigorous  a  lea- 
fon  as  theprefent,  with  the  danger  that 
threatened  my  health  from  the  late  ac- 
cident that  happened  by  the  fire.  But 
1  continued  inflexible. 

*  Why,  my  treafures,"  cried  I,  *  why 
'  will  you  thus  attempt  to  perfuade  me 
'  to  the  thing  that  is  not  right  !  My 

*  duty  has  taught  me  to  forgive  him  ; 

*  but  my  confciencewill  not  permit  me 

*  to  approve.  Would  you  have  me  ap- 
'  plaud   to  the  world  what  my  heart 
'  muft  internally  condemn  ?    Would 
'  you  have  me  tamely  (it  down  and  flat- 

*  ter  our  infamous  betrayer  ;  and  to  a- 

*  void  a  prifon,  continually  fuffer  the 
'  more   galling  bonds  of  mental  con- 
'  finement !  No,  never.     If  we  are  to 
'  be  taken  from  this  abode,  only  let  us 
'  hold  to   the  right,  and  wherever  we 

*  are  thrown,  we  can   (till   retire  to  a 

*  charming  apartment,  when  we  can 

*  look  round  our  own  hearts  with   in- 

*  trepidity  and  with  pleafure!' 

In  this  manner  we  fpent  that  even- 


inf. Early  the  next  morning,  at 
v  had  fallen  in  great  abi:n- 
iii  the  night,  my  (on  was  em- 
ploytd  in  dealing  it  away,  and  open- 
ing apafTige  before  the  door.  He  had 
n  thus  engaged  long,  when  he 
came  running  in,  with  looks  all  pale, 
to  tell  us  that  Iwo  llrangrrs,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  officers  of  julHcc,  were 
mnking  towards  the  houfe. 

Jnlt  as  he  /'poke  they  came  in,  and 
approaching  the  bed  where  I  lay,  alter 
picvioufly  informing  me  of  their  em- 
ployment and  bufintls,  made  me  their 
pnloner,  bidding  me  prepare  to  go  with 
them  to  the  c  >unty-gaol,  which  was 
eleven  miles  olf. 

'  My  friends,'  faid  I,  '  this  is  (Ivt're 
'  weather  in  which  you  have  come  to 
'  take  me  to  n  prilbn  ;  and  it  is  parti - 
'  cularly  unfortunate  at  this  time,  as 
'  one  of  my  arms  has  lately  been  burnt 
'  in  r.  terrible  mannrr.and  it  ha&  thrown 
'  me  into  a  /light  fever,  and  I  want 
'  cloaths  to  cover  me,  and  I  am  now 

*  too  weak  and  old  to  walk  far  in  fucli 

*  deep  fnow  :  but  if  it  muft  be  fo — ' 

I  then  turned  to  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  di reeled  them  to  get  toge- 
ther what  few  things  were  left  us,  and 
to  prepare  immediately  for  leaving  this 
place.  I  intreated  them  to  be  expedi- 
tious :  and  defired  my  fon  to  afliit  his 
el-hi  filter;  who,  from  a  confcioufnefs 
that  (he  was  the  caufe  of  all  our  cala- 
mities, was  fallen,  and  had  loftanguifh 
in  inlenfibility.  I  encouraged  my  wife, 
who,  pale  and  trembling,  clafped  o\ir 
affrighted  little  ones  in  her  arms,  that 
clung  to  her  bolbm  in  filence,  dreading 
to  look  round  at  the  Grangers.  In  the 
mean  time  my  youngeft  daughter  pre- 
pared for  our  departure,  and  as  (he  re- 
ceived feveral  hints  to  ufe  di  (parch,  in 
about  an  hour  we  were  ready  to  depart. 


CHAP.     VI. 

NO  SIT  U  AT  ION,  HOWE  VEIVWR  ETCH- 
ED IT  SEEMS,  BUT  HAS  SOME 
SORT  OF  COMFORT  ATTENDING 
IT. 

WE  fet  forward  from  this  peace- 
ful neighbourhood,  and  walk- 
ed on  (lowly.  My  eldefl  daughter, 
being  enfeebled  by  a  flow  fever,  which 
had  begun  for  fome  days  to  undermine 
her  coiiftitution,  one  'of  the  officeri, 

I    2  s.     v 
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who  had  an  hoiTe,  kindly  took  henbe- 
hind  him  :  for  even  thei'e  men  cannot 
entirely  diveft  themfelves  of  humanity. 
My  Jon  led  one  of  the  little  ones  by  the 
hand,  and  my  wife  the  other}  while  I 
leaned  upon  my  youngeft  girl,  .whofe 
tears  fell  not  for  her  own  but  my  dif- 
treffes. 

We  were  now  got  from  my  late 
dwelling  about  two  miles,  when  we 
faw  a  crowd  running  and  ihouting  be- 
hind us,  confifting  of  about  fifty  of 
my  pooreft  parifhioners.  Thefe,  with 
dreadful  imprecations,  loon  feized  upon 
the  two  officers  of  juftice,  and  fwearing 
they  would  never  fee  their  minifter  go 
to  a  gaol  while  they  had  a  drop  of  hlood 
to  fhed  in  his  defence,  were  going  to 
tife  them  with  great  feverity.  The  con - 
fequence  might  have  been  fatal,  had 
I  not  immediately  iniot ;  ol'ed,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  refcued  the  officers 
from  the  hands  of  the  enraged  multi- 
tude. My  children,  who  looked  upon 
my  delivery  r.ow  as  certain,  appeared 
tranfported  with  joy,  and  were  incapa- 
ble of  containing  their  raptures.  But 
they  were  foon  undeceived,  upon  hear- 
ing' me  add  re  Is  the  poor  deluded  peo- 
ple, who  came  as  they  imagined  to  dq 
me  fervice. 

«  What !   my  friends,  cried  I,  '  ind 
is  this  the  way  you  love  me  !   Is  this 
the  manner  you  obey  t'ae  inftruclious 
I  have  given  you  from   the   pulpit! 
Thus  to  fly  in  tbf  face  of  juftice,  and 
bring  down    ''  in  on  \ouiii:;ve.,  ai.d 
me!      Which  is  your    ring-leader? 
Sht\v  r,ic  the  mm  tlr.it  has  thus   le- 
duced  you.     As  fure  as  he  lives,  he 
fhall    feel    my  reitntment.       Alas ! 
my  poor  deluded  flock,  return   back 
to  the  duty  y<;u  owe  to  Gud,  to  your 
countrv,  and  tome.     I  iliah  yet  per- 
haps one  day  fee  you  in  greater  feli- 
city  here,  and    contribute    to  make 
your  lives  more  happy.     .But    let  it 
at  leaft   be   my  comfort  when  I  pen 
my  fold  for  imrjiort'ality,  that  not 
one  here  fliall  be  wanting.' 
They  now   feemed   all    repentance, 
and  melting  into  tears,  came  one  after 
the  other  to  hid  me  farewel.     I  fhook 
each  tenderly  by  the  hand,  and  leaving 
them  my  bleffing,  proceeded    forward 
without  meeting  any  farther  interrup- 
tion.    Some    hours    before   night  we 
reached  the  town,  or  rather  village; 
for  it  confifted  butofafew  mean  hou- 
fes,  having  loft  all  it's  former  opulence, 


and  retaining  no  marks  of  it's  ancient 
fuperiority  but  the  gaol. 

Upon  entering  we  put  up  at  an  inn, 
where  we  had  fuch  refreshments  as 
could  moll  readily  be  procured,  and  I 
fupped  with  my  family  with  my  ufual 
cheat  fulnefs.  After  i'eeing  them  pro- 
perly accommodated  for  that  night,  I 
next  attended  the  iheiiff 's  officers  to 
the  prilbn,  which,  had  formerly  been 
built  for  the  purpofes  of  war,  and  con- 
fifted of  one  large  apartment,  ftrongly 
grated,  and  paved  withltone,  common 
to  both  felons  and  debtors  at  certain 
hours  in  the  four  and  twenty.  Befides 
this,  every  prifonerhad  a  ieparate  cell, 
where  he  was  locked  in  for  the  night. 

I  expecled  upon  my  entrance  to  find 
nothing  but  lamentations,  and  various 
founds  of  mif'ery  ;  but  it  was  very  dif- 
ferent. The  prisoners  leemed  ail  em- 
ployed in  one  common  defign,  that  of 
forgetting  thought  in  merriment  or  cla- 
mour. I  was  apprized  of  the  ufual 
perqui  fit  ere  quired  upon  thefeoccafionsj 
and  immediately  complied  with  the  de- 
mand, though  the  little  money  I  had, 
was  very  near  being  allexhaufted.  This 
was  immediately  lent  away  for  liquor, 
and  the  whole  prilbn  was  loon  rilled' 
with  not,  laughter,  a,nd  piophanend's. 

'  How,'  cried   I  to    rr.yielf,  '  uiall 

*  men  fb  very  wicked  bechtarful,  and 

*  faall   I   be  melancholy  1    I  feel  only 

*  the  fame  confinement  with  'them,  and 

*  I  think  I  'have   more  reafon    to   be 

*  happy.' 

With  fuch  reflections  I  laboured  to 
become  chearful ;  but  chearfulriefswity 
never  yet  produced  by  <fF.it,  which  is 
itfelf  painful.  As  I  was  fu::ng  there- 
fore in  a  coiner  of  the  i-,:u;',  in  a  pen- 
five  poiture,  one  tji  my  ftiiow-piiioiiers 
c:'.me  up,  and  filling  by  me,  entered  into 
converlation.  It  was  my  conihint  rule 
in  life  never  to  avoid  the  converlation  of 
any  man  who  Teemed  to  defire  it:  for 
if  good,  I  might  profit  by  his  instruc- 
tion ;  if  bad,  he  might  be  afiilled  by 
mine.  I  found  this  to  be  a  knowing 
man,  of  ftrong  unlettered  feme;  but 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world,  as 
it  is  called  j  or,  more  properly  (peaking, 
of  human  nature  ou  the  wrong  fide. 
lie  afked  me  if  I  had  taken  care  to  pro- 
vide inyfelf  with  a  bed,  which  was  acir- 
cumrtanct:  I  had  never  once  attended  to. 

'  That's  unfortunate,'  cried  he,  '  as 
'  you  are  allowed  nothing  but  itraw, 

*  and  your  apartmsatis  very  large anel 

«  sold. 


YICAR    OP    WAKEFIELD. 


cold.  However,  you  fcem  to  be  fome- 
;  of  a  gentleman,  ami  as  1  have 

•'t  in  my  time,  j. 

my  bed  -deaths  arc  lu.utny   at  your 
. ice.' 

Miked  him,    pro  felling  my  fur- 

.u  finding  lucli    hmn.niry    in  a 

.11  misfortunes  ;  adding,  KJ  let  him 

lee  that  J  was  a  fcholar,   that  the  fage 

ancient  feemed  to  underftand    the  va- 

.    company  in     affliction,  when 

he  faid,   ton   kofmon    aire,   ei    dot  ton 

elairon.  '  And,  in  fact,'  continued  I, 

*  what  is  the  world,  if  it  affords  only 
'  foliiude  ?' 

•i  talk  of  the   world,    Sir,'  re- 
turned my  fellow- prifoner  }  '  thenvorld 

*  is  in  ifs  dotage,  find j<l  the  cofrnogony 
'  ur  creation  oj  tie  <uw/</  has  puzzled 

*  tbtpbilofopbers  of  every  age.    What  a 

:.-y  of  opinions  have  they  not  broach - 
'  ed  upon  the  creation  oj  the  world.  Saa- 

<ithon,  Manetko,  Bfrojus,  and  O- 
'  cflius  Lucanus,  La-vc  all  attempted  it 
'  in  vain.  The  latter  has  thefe  ~juordsy 
'  Anarchun  a'ra  kai  atclutaion  to  pan, 
'  '-which  implies — *  '  I  alk  pardon,  Sir,' 
cried  J,  '  tor  interrupting  fo  much 
'  learning  ;  but  I  think  I  have  heard 

*  all  this  before.     Havel  not  had  i!i..- 
'  pleasure  of  once  leeing  you  at  Wel- 
'  bridge-fair,   and   is  not    your  name 
'  Ephraim    Jenkinfon  ?'    At   this    de- 
mand he  only  fighed.     '  I  fuppofe  you 
'  mult    recollect,'    relumed    I,    '  one 

*  Doctor   Primioie,    from  whom  you 
'  bought  a  horle.1 

He  now  at  once  recollected  me  ;  for 
the  gloominefsof'the  place  and  theap- 
proaching  night  had  prevented  his  di- 
Itinguilhing  my  features  befoie.  '  Yes, 
'  Sir,'  returned  Mr.  Jenkinlbn,  '  I 

*  remember    you    perfectly    well  ;    I 
'  bought  an  horfe,   but  forgot  to  pay 
'  for  him.      Your  neighbour    Flam- 

*  borough  is  the  only  profecutor  I  am 

*  any  way  afraid  of  the  next  aflizes  j 
'  for  he  intends   to  fwear  pofitively  a- 

*  gainft  me  as  a  coiner.     1  am  heartily 
'  loiryi    Sir,  J  ever   deceived   you,  or 
'  indeed  any  man  j  for  you  fee,'  con- 
tinued he,  (hewing  his  (hackles,  'what 
'  my  tricks  have  brought  me  to.' 

*  Well,  Sir,'  replied  I,  '  your  kind- 

*  nefs  in  offering  me  aMiftance,   when 
'  you  could  expect  no  return,  mall  be 
«  icpaid  with  my  endeavours  to  fof  ten  or 
«  totally  fupprefs  Mr.  Flamborough's 

.  '  evidence,   and  I  will  fend  my  fon  to 

*  him  for  tbat^urpofe  the  fir  It  oppor- 


; nor  do  I   in  tlir  le.ift   doubt 

I)U'   In:  will   i  uinpl)    with  I' 

and  a:,  In  i^>  <)\vii   .  vr.i:  i;< 

be  it  i  is  .i!d. m  i 

'    Well,    Sir,'     curd    hr,    «  all    the 

;!  I   c.in    make   Hull  be   y 
You  (lull  have  more   than    half  my 
bed-cloath*    to-night,  and  I'll    t.ke 
care  to  It.md   your  friend  in  t). 
Ion,   where  1  think  I  have  foine  ni- 

iice.' 

I  thanked  him,  and  could  not  avoid 
being  lurpnzcd  at  the  prefent  youth* 
ful   change  in    his   alpect  j  for    at  the 
time   I   had   lecn  him    before,    he  ap- 
peared at  leait  fixty.   '  Sir,'   aniWered 
he,  '  you   arc    little   acquainted   with 
the  world  !   I  had  at  that  time  falfc 
hair,  and  have  learnt  the  art  of  coun- 
terfeiting  every  age  from  leventccn 
to  feventy.     Ah,   Sir,  had  I  but  be- 
llowed half  the   pains   in   learning  a 
trade,  that  I  have  in   learning  to  be  4 
fcouinln-l,  I  might  have  been   a  rich 
man  at  this  day.  But,  rogue  as  I  am, 
Itiil  I  may  be  your  friend,   and  that, 
perhaps,  when  you  iealt  expe£l  it.' 
We   were   now  prevented  fiom   far- 
ther converfation,    by     the    arrival  of 
the   gaoler's    (ervants,   who   came   to 
call  over  the  prifoners  names,  and  loclc 
up  for  the  night.  A  fellow   alfo  with 
a  bundle  of  Uraw  for  my  bed  attended, 
who  led  me  along  a  dark  narrow  paf- 
fage  into  a  room  paved  like  the  com- 
mon prifon,  and  in  one  corner  of  this 
I  fpread  my  bed,  and  the  cloaths  given 
me  by  my  teliow-pri  loner  j  which  done, 
my  conductor,  who  was.  civil  enough, 
bade  me  good  night.  After  my  uiual 
meditations,    and    having  p railed   my 
Heavenly  Corrector,  I  laid  mylelfdown, 
and  (i--j)i  with  the  utmolt   tranquillitj' 
till  morning. 


CHAP.     VII. 


A  REFORMATION  IN  THE  GAOL. 
TO  MA  ICE  LAWS  COMPLEAT,  THEY 
SHOULD  REWARD  AS  WELL  AS 
P  U  iN  I  S  H  . 

THE  next  morning  early  I  was 
awakened  by  my  family,  whom 
J  found  in  tears  at  my  bed- lick, 
gloomy  Itrength  of  every  tiling  about 
us,  it  1'eems,  had  daunted  tlnjnu  <I 
gently  rebuked  their  foirow,  alfuiing 

them 
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them  I  had  never  flept  with  greater 
tranquillity,  and  next  enquired  after 
my  eldeft  daughter,  who  was  not  a- 
mongthem.  They  informed  me  that 
yefterday's  unealinefs  and  fatigue  had 
increafed  her  fever,  and  it  was  judged 
proper  to  leave  her  behind.  My  next 
care  was  to  lend  my  Ton  to  procure  a 
room  or  two  to  lodge  my  family  in,  as 
near  the  prifon  as  conveniently  could 
be  found.  He  obeyed  j  but  could  only 
find  one  apartment,  which  was  hired 
at  a  fmall  expence,  for  his  mother  and 
fitters,  the  gaoler  with  humanity  con- 
fenting  to  let  him  and  his  two  little 
brothers  lie  in  the  prifon  with  me.  A 
bed  was  therefore  prepared  for  them  in 
a  corner  of  the  room,  which  I  thought 
anfwered  very  conveniently.  I  was 
willing,  however,  previoufly  to  know 
whether  my  little  children  chofe  to  lie 
in  a  place  which  feemed  to  fright  them 
upon  entrance. 

*  Well,'  cried  I,  '  my  good  boys, 
how  do  you  like  your  bed  ?  I  hope 
you  are  not  afraid  to  lie  in  this  room, 
dark  as  it  appears.' 
'  No,  papa,'  fays  Dick,  '  I  am  not 
afraid  to  lie  any  where,  where  you 
are.' 

4  And  I,'  fays  Bill,  who  was  yet  but 
four  years  old,  '  love  every  place  belt 
*  that  my  papa  is  in.' 

After  this,  I  allotted  to  each  of  the 
family    what  they    were  to   do.     My 
daughter  was    particularly  directed   to 
watch  her  declining  filter's  health  5   my 
wife  was  to  attend  me;   my  little  boys 
were  to  read  to  me  :   '  And  as  for  you, 
my  fon,'  continued  I,  *  it  is  by  the 
labour  of  your   hands  we    mult  all 
hope  to  be  fuppovted.     Your  wages, 
as  a  day-labourer,  will  be  full  fuffi- 
cient,  with  proper  frugality,  to  main- 
tain  us   all,    and   comfortably  too. 
Thou  art  now  fixteen  years  old,  and 
halt  ftrengib,    and  it  was  given  thee, 
my  ion,    for   very  ufeful  purpofes  j 
for  it   muft  fave   from   famine  your 
helplefs   parents  and    family.     Pre- 
pare then  this  evening   to   look  out 
for   work    againit   to-morrow,    and 
bring  home  every  night  what  money 
you  earn  for  our  iupport.' 
Having  thus    inftrufted    him,    and 
fettled  the  reft,  I  walked  down  to  the 
common  prifon,    where  I  could  enjoy 
more  air  and    room.     But   I  was  not 
long  there,  when  the  execrations,  lewd- 
neis  ami  brutality,  that  invaded  me  on 
every  fide,  drove  me  back  to  my  apart- 


ment again.  Here  I  fate  for  fome  time, 
pondering  upon  the  ftrange  infatuation 
of  wretches,  who,  finding  all  mankind 
in  open  arms  againft  them,  were  la- 
bouring to  make  themi'elves  a  future 
and  a  tremendous  Enemy. 

Their  infenfibility  excited  my  high- 
eft  companion,  and  blotted  my  own 
uneafmefs  from  my  mind.  It  even  ap- 
peared a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  to 
attempt  to  reclaim  them.  I  rel'olved 
therefore  once  more  to  return,  and  in 
fpite  of  their  contempt  to  give  them 
my  advice,  and  conquer  them  by  per- 
feverance.  Going  therefore  among 
them  again,  I  informed  Mr.  Jenkin- 
fon  of  my  delign ;  at  which  he  laugh- 
ed heartily,  but  communicated  it  to 
the  reft.  The  propofal  was  received 
with  the  greateft  good-humour,  as  it 
promifed  to  afford  a  new  fund  of  en- 
tertainment to  perfons  who  had  now  no 
other  reiburce  for  mirth,  but  what 
could  be  derived  from  ridicule  or  de- 
bauchery. 

I  therefore  read  them  a  portion  cf  the 
fervice  with  a  loud  unaffected  voice, 
and  found  my  audience  perfectly  merry 
upon  the  occalion.  Lewd  whifpers, 
groans  of  contrition  burlefqued,  wink- 
ing and  coughing,  alternately  excited 
laughter.  However,  I  continued  with 
my  natural  folemnity  to  read  on,  fen- 
fible  that  what  I  did  might  amend  fome, 
but  could  itfelf  receive  no  contamina- 
tion from  any. 

After  reading,  I  entered    upon    my 
exhortation,  which  was   rather  calcu- 
lated at  firft  to  amufe  them  than  to  re- 
prove.    I  previoully  obferved,  that  no 
other  motive  but  their  welfare  could  in- 
duce me  to  this ;  that  I  was  their  fel- 
low-prifoner,  and  now  got  nothing  by 
preaching.   I  was  ferry,  I  faid,  to  hear 
them  fo  very  prophane ;  becau.'c  they  got 
nothing  by  it,  and  might  lofe  a  great 
deal  :    '  For    be  affured,  my   friends,' 
cried  I,  '  (for    you    are    my    friends, 
however  the  world  may  diiclaim  yuur 
friendfhip)  though  you  fwore  twelve 
thoufand  oaths  in  a  day,  it  would  not 
put  one  penny  in  your  purfe.     Then 
what  fignih'es  calling  every  moment 
upon    the    devil,    and    courting    his 
friendfhip,   fmce  you  find  how  fcur- 
vilyhe  ules  you.     He  has  given  you 
nothing  here,  you  find,  but  a  mouth- 
ful of  oaths  and  an  empty  belly  ;   and 
by  the  beft   accounts  I  havo  of  him, 
he  will  give  you  jiothing  that's  good 
hereafter. 
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«  If  ufed  ill  in  our  dealings  with  one 
man, we  naturally  gocllcwhere.  Were 
it  not  worth   your  while  then,    jult 
to  try  how  you  may  like  the  ufageof 
another  M.ilter,   who  gives  you  fair 
promifes  :it  It-ait    to    conic  to  him  ? 
Surely,  my  friends,  of  all  ftupidity 
in  the  world,  his  mult  be  the  greatelt, 
who  after  robbing  an  houfe,  runs  to 
the  thief-takers  for  protection.     And 
yet  how  aiey.  u  more  wile?  You  are 
all   feeking   comfort  from   one  that 
has   already  betrayed  you,  applying 
to  a  more  malicious  being  than  any 
thief-taker  of  them  all  j  for  they  only 
decoy  and  then  hang  you  ;  but  he  de- 
coys and  hangs,   and  what  is  worit 
of  all,  will  not  let  you  loofe  after  the 
hangman  has  done.1 
When  I   had  concluded,  I  received 
the  compliment  of  my  audience,  fome 
of  whom  came  and  (hook  me  by  the 
hand,  fwearing  that  I  was  a  very  honelt 
fellow,  and  that  they  defired   my  far- 
ther acquaintance.      I  therefore  pro- 
mifed   to   repeat  my  lecture  next  day, 
and  actually  conceived  fome  hopes  of 
making  a  reformation  here  ;  for  it  had 
ever    been    my  opinion,  that  no  man 
was  paft  the  hour  of  amendment,  every 
heart  lying  open  to  the  (haftr.  of  reproof, 
if  the  archer  could  but  take  a  proper 
aim.     When  I  had  thus  fstisfied  my 
mind,  I  went  back  to  my  apartment, 
where  my  wife  prepared  a  frugal  meal, 
while  Mr.  Jknkinlbn  begged  leave  to 
add  his  dinner  to  ours,    and  partake  of 
the  pleafure,  as  he  was   kind   enough 
to  exprefs  it,  of  my  converfation.     He 
bad  not  yet  leen  my  family  ;    for  as 
they  came  to  my  apartment  by  a  door 
in  the  narrow  paflage  already  dei..n!>- 
ed,    by   this   means   they  avoided   the 
common  prifon.     Jenkinfon  at  the  firil 
interview  therefore  feemed  not  a  little 
flruck  with  the  beauty  of  my  youngeft 
daughter,  which  herpenfive  air  contri- 
buted to  heighten,  and  my  little  ones 
did  not  pals  unnoticed. 

'  Alas,  doftor/    cried    he,    «  thefe 

*  children  are  too  handlbme  and  too 

*  good  for  fuch  a  place  as  this  !' 

'  Why,   Mr.  Jenkinfon/  replied  I, 

*  thank  Heaven,  my  children  are  pretty 
«  tolerable  in  morals,    and  if  they  be 
4  good,  it  matters  little  for  the  r</lt.' 

«  1  fancy,  Sir,'  returned  my  fellow- 
pri loner,  '  that  it  mult  give  you  gieat 
'  comfort  to  have  this  little  family 
'  about  you.* 


'  A  comfort,  Mr.  Jenkinfon/  re- 
plied I ;  '  yes,  it  is  indeed  a  comfort, 

*  and  I  would  not  he  without  them  for 

'  all  the  world  ;  for  they  can  make  a 
'  dungeon  fcem  a  palace.  There  is 
'  but  one  way  in  this  life  of  wounding 
'  my  happincfs,  and  that  is  by  injur- 
'  ing  them/ 

'  J  am  afraid  then,  Sir/  cried  he, 
'  that  I  am  in  fome  meafure  culpable; 
'  for  I  think  I  fee  here/  (looking  at 
my  fon  Moles)  '  one  that  I  have  in- 

*  jurtd,    and  by   whom   I  wifli  to  be 
'  forgiven.' 

My  fon  immediately  recollefted  his 
voice  and  feaiuies,  though  he  had  be- 
fore fee n  him  in  difguife,  and  taking 
him  by  the  hand,  with  a  fmile  forgave 
him.  *  Yet/  continued  he,  *  J  can't 

*  help  wondering  at  what  you   could 
'  Ice  in  my  face,  to  think  me  a  proper 
'  mark  for  deception." 

'  My  dear  Sir/  returned  the  other, 
'  it  was  not  your  face,  but  your  white 
'  ftockings  and  the  black  ribband  in 

*  your  hair  that  allured  me.     But,  no 

*  difparagement  to  your  parts,  I  have 

*  deceived  wifer  men   than  you  in  my 
'  time;  and  yet,  with  all  my  tricks, 
'  the  blockheads  have  been  too  many 

*  for  me  at  lait/ 

4  I  fuppofe/  cried  my  fon,  « that  the 
'  narrative  of  fuch  a  life  as  yours  mull 
'  be  extremely  inltru£tive  and  amu- 

*  fing-' 

'  Not  much  of  either,  returned  Mr. 
Jenkinfon.  '  Thofe  relations  which 
'  defcribe  the  tricks  and  vices  only  of 
'  mankind,  by  increafing  our  fufpi- 
'  cion  in  life,  retard  our  fuccefs. 

*  The    traveller   that   diftrufts    every 
'  perlbn   he    meets,     and   turns   back. 

*  upon   the  appearance  of  every  man 
'  that  looks  like  a  robber,  feldom  ar- 
f  rives  in  time  at  his  journey's  end. 

'  Indeed,  I  think,  from  my  own  ex- 
'  perience,  that  the  knowing  one  is  the 
'  iillieft  fellow  under  the  fun.  I  was 
'  thought  cunning  from  my  very  child- 

*  hood  :  when  but  i'even  years  old  the 
'  ladies  would  fay  that  I  was  a  perfect 
«  little  man  ;  at  fourteen,  I  knew  the 
'  world,  cocked  my  hat,  and  loved  the 
'  ladies  j  at  twenty,  though  I  was  per- 

*  ftclly  honelt,  jet  every  one  thought 
'  me  fo  cunning,   that  not  one  would 

*  truftme.    Thus  1  was  at  lalt  obligtd 
1  to  turn  (harper  in  my  own  defence, 
'  and  have   lived  ever  lince,  my  htc.U 
'  throbbing  with  fcbemes  to  deceive, 

•  auJ 
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and  my  heart  palpitating  with  fears 
of  detection.  I  ui'ed  often  to  laugh 
atyourhoneft  fimple  neighbour  Flam- 
borough,  and  one  way  or  another 
generally  cheated  him  once  a  year. 
Yet  (till  the  honeft  man  went  f6rward 
without  fufpicion,  and  grew  rich, 
while  I  ftill  continued  trickfy  and 
cunning,  and  was  poor,  without  the 
confolaiion  of  being  honeft.  How- 
ever,* continued  he,  '  let  me  know 
your  cafe,  and  what  has  brought  you 
here ;  perhaps,  though  I  have  not 
Ikill  to  avoid  a  gaol  myfeif,  I  may 
extricate  my  friends.'1 
In  compliance  with  this  curiofity,  I 
informed  him  of  the  whole  train  of  ac- 
cidents and  follies  that  had  plunged 
me  into  my  prefent  troubles,  and  my 
litter  inability  tu  get  free. 

After  hearing  my  ftory,  and  paufing 
fome  minutes,  he  flapped  his  forehead, 
as  if  he  had  hit  upon  fomething  mate- 
rial, and  took  his  leave,  faying,  he 
would  try  what  could  be  done. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

THE    SAME    SUBJECT    CONTINUED. 

THE  next  morning  I  communi- 
cated to  my  wife  and  children 
the  frheme  I  had  planned  of  reform- 
ing the  prilbners,  which  they  received 
with  univerfal  disapprobation,  alledg- 
ing  the  impoMibility  and  impropriety 
of  it ;  adding,  that  my  endeavours 
would  no  way  contribute  to  their  a- 
mendment,  but  might  probably  dif- 
grace  my  calling. 

'  Excufe  me,'    returned  I ;    *  thefe 
«  people,     however    fallen,     are    ftill 

*  men,  and  that  is  a  very  good  title  to 

*  my  affections.     Good  counfel  reject- 
'  ed  returns  to  enrich  the  giver's  bo- 

*  fom ;    and  though    the  instruction   I 

*  communicate,  may  not  mend  them, 
«  yet  it  will  affuredly  mend  myfeif.     If 
'  thefe   wretches,    my    children,    were 

*  princes,    there  would    be  thoufands 
«  ready  to  offer  their  miniftry  ;   but  in 

*  my  opinion,  the  heart  that  is  buried 
'  in  a  dungeon  is  as  precious  as  that 

*  feated  upon  a  throne.     Yes,  my  trea- 
'  Aires,  if  I  can   mend  them  I  will  j 
'  perhaps  they  will  not  all  defpife  me. 

*  Perhaps    I  may  catch    up  even  one 
*•  from  the  gulph,    and   that   will  be 


*  great  gain  ;  for  is  there  upon  earth 
'  a  gem  fo  precious  as  the  human 
«  foul  ?' 

Thus  faying,  I  left  them,  and  de- 
fcended  to  the  common  prifon,  where  I 
found  the  prifoners  very  merry,  expect- 
ing my  arrival  5  and  each  prepared 
with  fome  gaol  trick  to  play  upon  the 
doctor.  Thus,  as  I  was  going  to  be- 
gin, one  turned  my  wig  awry,  as  if  by 
accident,  and  then  afked  my  pardon. 
A  fecond,  who  ftood  at  Ibme  diftance, 
had  a  knack  of  fpitting  through  his 
teeth,  which  fell  in  fhowers  upon  my 
book.  A  third  would  cry  Amen  in  fitch 
an  affected  tone  as  gave  the  reft  great 
delight.  A  fourth  had  flily  picked  my 
pocket  of  my  fpectacles.  But  there 
was  one  whole  trick  gave  more  uni- 
verfal pleaiure  than  all  the  reft;  for 
obferving  the  manner  in  which  I  had 
difpofed  my  books  on  the  table  before 
me,  he  very  dexteroufly  difplaced  one 
of  them,  and  put  an  obfcene  jelt  book 
of  his  own  in  the  place.  However,  I 
took  no  notice  of  all  that  this  mifchie- 
vous  groupe  of  little  beings  could  do; 
but  went  on,  perfectly  fenfible  that 
what  was  ridiculous  in  my  attempt, 
would  excite  mirth  only  the  firll  or  le- 
cond  time,  while  what  was  ferious 
would  be  permanent.  My  defign  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  iii  Id's  than  fix  days  fome 
were  penitent,  and  all  attentive. 

It  was  now  that  I  applauded  my  per- 
feverance  and  addrefs,  as  thus  giving 
fenlibility  to  wretches  diverted  of  every 
moral  feeling,  and  now  began  to  think 
of  doing  them  temporal  fervices  alfo, 
by  rendering  their  fituation  fomewhat 
more  comfortable.  Their  time  had 
hitherto  been  divided  between  famine 
and  excefs,  tumultuous  riot  and  bitter 
repining.  Their  only  employment  waa 
quarrelling  among  each  other,  play- 
ing at  cribbage,  and  cutting  tobacco- 
ftoppers.  From  this  laft  mode  of  idle 
induftry,  I  took  the  hint  of  fetting  ruch 
as  chofe  to  work  at  cutting  pegs  for 
tobacconifts  and  fhoemakers,  the  pro- 
per wood  being  bought  by  a  general 
lubfcrrption,  and  when  manufactured, 
fold  by  my  appointment :  fo  that  each 
earned  fomething  every  day  ;  a  trifle 
indeed,  but  fufficient  to  maintain  him. 
I  did  not  ftop  here,  b\it  inftituted 
fines  for  the  punifliment  of  immorali- 
ty, and  rewards  for  peculiar  induftry. 
Thus,  iii  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  I  had 
formed  them  into  fomething  focial  and 
humane,, 
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Iwmane,   rind   had  the  pleafure  of  rc- 

,ior    myfclf   as  a  legilhtor,    wlio 

li.ul  lirotight  incn  from  their  native  fc- 

t'iicndihip  and  obedience. 
And  it  were  highly  to  be  wilhed, 
li'gifl.itivtf  power  would  thus  di- 
rect the  law  rather  to  reformation  than 
Severity.  That  it  would feein  convinced 
that  the  work  of  eradicating  crimes  is 
not  by  making  punifhments  familiar, 
but  formidable.  Then,  inftead  of  our 
prefent  prifons,  which  find  or  make 
men  guilty,  which  inclofe  wretches  for 
the  commilfion  of  one  crime,  and  re- 
turn them,  if  returned  alive,  fitted  for 
the  perpetration  of  thoufands  ;  it  were 
to  be  wiftied  we  had,  as  in  other  parts 
of  Europe,  places  of  penitence  and 
folitude,  where  the  accufed  might  be 
attended  by  fuch  as  could  give  them  re- 
pentance if  guilty,  or  new  motives  of 
virtue  if  innocent.  And  this,  but  not 
the  increafing  punimments,  is  the  way 
to  mend  the  llate  :  nor  can  I  avoid 
even  queftioning  the  validity  of  that 
right  which  focial  combinations  have 
alTumed,  of  capitally  puuiming  of- 
fences of  a  flight  nature.  In  cafes  of 
murder  their  right  is  obvious,  as  it  is 
the  duty  of  us  all,  from  the  law  of 
felf-defence,  to  cut  off  that  man  who 
has  fliewn  a  difregard  for  the  life  of 
another.  Againit  i'ucli,  all  nature 
riles  in  arms,  but  it  is  not  Co  aguii.it 
him  who  iteals  my  property.  Natu- 
ral law  gives  me  no  right  to  rake  awiy 
his  life,  as  by  that  the  horfe  he  fteals 
is  as  much  his  property  as  mine.  If 
then  I  have  any  right,  it  mult  be  from 
a  compact  made  between  us,  that  he 
who  deprives  the  other  of  his  hdrfe 
lhall  die.  But  this  is  a  falie  compact; 
becaufe  no  mar.  has  a  right  to  barter 
his  life,  no  more  tlwn  take  it  away,  as 
it  is  not  his  own.  And  belide,  the 
compact  is  inadequate,  and  would  be 
f«t  a  fide  even  in  a  court  of  modern 
equity,  as  there  is  a  great  penalty  for 
a  trifling  convenience,  fince  it  is  far 
better  that  two  men  mould  live,  than 
one  man  (hould  ride.  But  a  compaft 
that  is  falfe  between  two  men,  is  equal- 
ly fo  between  an  hundred  and  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  ;  for  as  ten  millions  of 
circles  can  never  make  a  I'qmre,  fo  the 
united  voice  of  myriads  cannot  lend 
the  fmalleit  foundation  to  falfhooJ. 
It  is  thus  that  rcafori  fpcaks,  an.)  un- 
tutored nature  fays  the  fame  thing. 
Savages,  that  are  diiecled  by  natural 


law  alone,  are  very  tender  of  the  livet 
of  each  other  ;  they  feldom  (lied  blood 
but  to  retaliate  former  cruelty. 

Our  Saxon  anccllors,  fierce  as  they 
were  in  war,  had  but  few  executions 
in  times  of  peace  ;  and  in  all  com- 
mencing governments  that  have  the 
print  of  nature  ftill  ftrong  upon  them, 
fcarce  any  crime  is  held  capital. 

It  is  among  the  citizens  of  a  refined 
community  that  penal  laws,  which  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  rich,  are  laid  up- 
on the  poor.  Government,  while  it 
grows  older,  feems  to  require  the  mo- 
rofenels  of  age  ;  and  as  if  our  pro- 
perty were  become  dearer  in  propor- 
tion as  it  increafed,  as  if  the  more  enor- 
mous our  wealth,  the  more  extenfive 
our  fears,  alt  our  poffeffions  are  paled 
up  with  new  edicts  every  day,  and 
hung  round  with  gibbets  to  fcare  every 
invader. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  it  is  from  the 
number  of  our  penal  laws,  or  the  licui- 
tioufnefs  of  our  people,  that  this  coun- 
try mould  fhew  more  convicts  in  a 
year,  than  half  the  dominions  of  Eu- 
rope united.  Perhaps  it  is  owing  to 
both  ;  for  they  mutually  produce  each, 
other.  When  by  indiscriminate  penal 
laws  a  nation  beholds  the  fame  pmiim- 
ment  affixed  to  diilimilar  degrees  of 
guilt,  from  perceiving  no  diftincliion. 
in  the  penalty,  the  people  are  led  to 
lof«:  all  fenfe  of  diltinclion  in  the  crime, 
and  this  diftinclion  is  the  bulwark  of 
all  morality  :  thus  the  multitude  of 
laws  produce  new  vices,  and  new  vices 
call  for  frflli  reltraints. 

It  were  to  be  wifhcd  then  that  power, 
inlleadof  contriviagnew  laws  to  punitfi 
vice,  infKad  of  drawing  hard  the  cords 
of  fociety  till  a  convullioncome  toburft 
them,  inllead  of  cutting  away  wretches 
as  ul'elefs,  before  we  have  tried  their 
utility,  inituad  of  converting  correction 
into  vengeance,  it  were  to  be  wilhed 
that  we  tried  the  reftriftive  ans  of  go- 
vernment, and  made  law  the  protec- 
tor, but  not  the  tyrant  of  the  people. 
We  (hould  then  find  that  creatures 
whofe  fouls  are  held  as  drofs,  only  want- 
ed tiie  hand  of  a  refiner,  we  mould 
then  find  tlwt  wretches,  now  Ituck  up 
for  long  tortures,  Jell  luxury  (hould 
feel  a  momentary  pang,  might,  if  pro- 
perly treated,  ferve  to  fmcw  the  Hato 
in  times  of  danger  ;  tii-.ft,  as  their  faces 
aie  like  ours,  their  hearts  are  fo  too  j 
that  tew  mil. ds  are  to  bdfc,  asthatper- 
K  leverance 
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feverance  cannot  amend ;  that  a  man 
may  fee  his  laft  crime  without  dying 
tor  it ;  and  that  veiy  little  blood  will 
ferve  to  cement  our  fecurity. 


CHAP.     IX. 

HAPPINESS  AND  MISERY  RATHER 
THE  RESULT  OF  PRUDENCE 
THAN  OF  VIRTUE  IN  THIS  LIFE  } 
TEMPORAL  EVILS  OR  FELICI- 
TI$S  BEING  REGARDED  BY  HEA- 
VEN AS  THINGS  MERELY  IN 
THEMSELVES  TRIFLING,  AND 
UNWORTHY  IT'S  CARE  IN  THE 
DISTRIBUTION.  . 

I  Had  now  been  confined  more 
than  a  fortnight,  but  had  not  iince 
my  arrival  been  viiited  by  my  clear 
Olivia,  and  I  greatly  longed  to  (ec 
her.  Haying  communicated  my  wilh- 
es  to  my  wile,  the  next  morning  the 
poor  girl  entered  my  apartment,  lean- 
ing on  her  filler's  arm.  The  change 
which  I  faw  in  her  countenance  ftruck 
me.  Tiie  munberlefs  graces  that  once 
refilled  there  were  now  fled,  and  the 
hand  of  death  feemed  to  have  moulded 
every  feature  to  alarm  me.  Her  tem- 
ples were  funk,  her  forehead  was  tenfe, 
and  a  fatal  palenefs  fat  upon  her  cheek. 
*  I  am  glad  to  fee  thee,  my  dear,' 
cried!  ;  '  but  why  this  dejeclion,  Livy? 
'  I  hope,  my  love,  you  have  too  great 
'  a  regard  for  me,  to  permit  difap- 
'  pointment  thus  to  undermine  a  life 
«  which  I  prize  as  my  own.  Be  chear- 
«  ful,  child,  and  we  yet  may  fee  hap- 

•  pier  days.* 

«  You  have  ever,  Sir,1  replied   flie, 

<  been  kind  to  rne,  and  it  adds  to  my 
«  pain,   that  I  mall  never  have  an  op- 
«  portunity  of  maring   that    happintfs 

<  you .  promife.     Happincfs,    I    fear, 

•  is   no  longer  relfrved'  for  me  here; 
«   and  I  long  to  be  rid  of  a  place  where 

*  I  have  only  found  diltrefs.     Indeed, 
«  Sir,  I  wifli  you  would  make  a  pro- 
'  pei    fubmiffion  to  Mr.  Thornhill  $ 
'  it4T>ay,  in  i'ome meafure,  induce  him 

<  to  pity  you,  and  it  will  give  me  re- 

*  lief  in  dying.' 

«  Never,  child,'  replied  T,  '  never 
'  will-  I  be  brought  to  acknowledge 
'  my  daughter  a  profiitutf:;  for  though 
'  the  world  may  look  upon  your  offence 
'  with  fcorn,  let  it  be  mine  to  regaid 
'  it  as  a  mark  of  credulity,  nt>t  of 


guilt.     My  dear,  I  am'no  ways  mi- 
ierablein  this  place,  however  difmal 
it  may   feem,xand   be   aflured    that 
while  you    continue  to  bldfs  me  by 
living,  he  fliall  never  have  my  con- 
lent  to  make  you  more  wretched  by 
marrying  another.' 
After  the  departure  of  my  daughter, 
my  fellow-priioner,  who    was   by   at 
this  interview,  fenfibly  enough  expof- 
tulated  upon  my  obftinacy,  in  refufmo' 
a  fubmiflton  which   promifed  to  give 
me  freedom.     He  obferved,  that  the 
reft  of  my    family  was  not  to  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  pence  of  one  child  alone, 
and  me  the  only  one  who  had  offended 
me.     «  Befule,'    added   he,    'I  don't 
know   if  it  be  jult,  thus  to  obftruct 
the  union  of*  man  and  wife,  which 
you  do  at  prefent,  by  rcfufmg  to  con- 
fent  to  a  match  which  you  cannot 
hinder,  but  may  render  unhappy.' 
'  Sir,'    replied  I,  '  you  are   unac- 
quainted with  the  man  that  opprefles 
us.     I  am  very  fenfible  that  no  fub- 
miflion I  can  make  could  procure  me 
liberty  'even   for  an    hour.      I   am 
told  that  even  in    this  very  room  a 
debtor  of  his,  no  later  than  lait  year, 
died  for  want.    But  though  my  fub- 
miflion  and  approbation  could  trans- 
fer me  from  hence  to  themoft  beauti- 
ful apartment  he  is  pofTeflcd  of:  yet 
I  would  grant  neither,  asfomething 
whilpers  me,  that  it  would   be  giv- 
ing a  fancYion  to  adultery.     While 
my  daughter  lives,  no  other  marriage 
of  his  (hall  ever  be  legal  in  my  eye. 
Were  me  removed,  indeed,  I  fhould 
be  the  bafuft  of  men,  from  any   re- 
fentment  of  my    own,     to    attempt 
putting  afundiT  thofe  who  wi(h  tor 
an  union.     No,  villa-in   as   he  is,  I 
mould   then    wiflj   him   married,  to 
prevent  the  confequences  of  h;s  fu- 
ture debaucheries.     But  now  fliould 
I  not  be  the  molt  cruel  of  all  fathers, 
to  fig n  an  inftrument  which  mult  fend 
my    child   to  the   grave,    merely  to 
avoid  a  priibn  myfelf ;  and  thus  to 
elcape   one  pang,  break  my  child's 
heart  with  a  thouiand  ?' 
He  acquiefced  in  the  juftice  of  this 
anfwer,   but  could   not  avoid   oblerv- 
ing,  that  he  feared  my  daughter's  life 
was  already  too  much  waited  to  keep 
me  long  a  prifoner.    '  However,'  con- 
tinued he,  '  though  you  refufeto  fub- 
'   mit  to  the  nephew,  I  hope  you  have 
*  no  objections   to    laying   your    cafe 
'  before 
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before  the  uncle,  wlio  hi*  the  fiift 
character  in  the  kingdom    for  every 
thing  that  is  juft  and  good.      I  would 
advife   you    to    fend    him    a    letter 
by  tli"  ji'ill,  intimating  all  his  ne- 
j>!ie%v's   ill   ufage,  anil   my    life  for 
it,   that  in  three  Hays  you  (hall  have 
an  anfwrr.'     I  thanked  him  for  the 
hint,  and  inftamly  let  out  about  com- 
plying j  hut  I  wanted  paper,  and  un- 
luckily  all  our  money  had  been  laid 
out  that  morning  in  provifions  j  how- 
ever, he  fupplkd  me. 

For  the  three  enfuing  days  I  was  in  a 
ft.ite  of  anxiety,  to  know  what  recep- 
tion my  L-tti-r  might  meet  with  ;  tmt 
in  tin-  nie.ui  time  was  frequently  foli- 
cited  by  my  wife  to  fubmit  to  any  con- 
ditions lather  tlnn  remain  heir,  and 
every  hour  received  repeated  accounts 
of  the  decline  of  my  daughter's  health. 
The  third  day  and  the  fourth  arrived, 
hut  I  received  no  anfwer  to  my  letter: 
the  complaints  of  a  ftranger  againft  a 
favourite  nephew,  were  no  way  likely 
to  fucceed;  fo  that  tliefe  hopes  foon 
vanifhed  like  all  my  former.  My  mind, 
however,  ftill  fupported  itfelf,  though' 
confinement  and  had  air  began  to  make 
a  vifible  alteration  in  my  health,  and 
my  arm  thru  had  differed  in  the  fire  grew 
worfe.  My  children,  however,  fat  by 
me,  and  while  I  was  rtrctched  on  my 
rha-.v,  read  to  me  by  turns,  or  liltened 
and  wept  at  my  inftruclions.  But  my 
daughter's  health  declined  f after  than 
jnine  ;  every  meff'.gc  from  her  contri- 
hire.i  to  increafe  my  apprehenlions  and 
|»:iin.  The  fifth  murning  after  I  had 
written  the  letter  which  was  lent  to  Sir 
WilliamThornlii!!,  I  was  alarmed  with 
an  account  that  fhe  was  fpeechlel's. 
Now  it  was  that  confinement  was  truly 
painful  to  me  ;  my  foul  was  burlting 
from  it's  prifon  to  be  near  the  pillow 
of  my  child,  to  comfort,  to  ftrengthen 
her,  to  receive  her  laft  wilhes,  and 
teach  her  foul  theway  to  heaven  !  An- 
other account  came  ;  (lie  was  expiring, 
F.nd  yet  I  was  debarred  the  fmall  com- 
fort of  weeping  by  her.  My  fellow- 
prifoner,  fome  time  after,  crime  with 
the  laft  account,  lie  bule  me  be  pa- 
tient; (lie  was  dead  !  The  m-xt  morn- 
ing he  returned,  and  found  me  with  my 
two  little  ones,  now  my  only  compa- 
nions, who  weie  ufmg  all  their  inno- 
cent efforts  to  comfoi ;  me.  Th> 
tit.ucdto  read  to  me,  and  bade  i. 
to  cry,  for  I  was  PONT  too  old  to 
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And  is  not  my  fi fter  an  angel  now, 
','  cried   the  eldcft  ;    'and  why 
then  arc  you  furry  for  her  ?  I  wirti  I 
were  an  angel  out  of  this  frightful 
place,  if  my  papa  were  with  me.'— 
YM,'  added   my   youngelt  darling, 
heaven,  where  my  filter  is,  is  a  finer 
place  than  this,  nnd  there  are  none 
but  good  people  there,  and  the  peo- 
ple here  are  veiy  bad.' 
Mr.    Jenkinfon     interrupted    their 
harmltfs  prattle,  by    obfervinp,    that 
now  my  daughter    was   no   more,    I 
fhould  (eiioully  think  of  the  reft  of  my 
family,  and  attempt  to  fave  my  own 
life,  which  was   every  day  declining, 
for  want  of  neceflaries  and  wholefome 
air.    He  added,  that  it  was  now  incum- 
bent on  me  to  facrifice  any  pride  or  re- 
fentment  of  my  own,  to  the  welfare  of 
thofe  who  depended  on  me  for  fupport ; 
and  that  I  was   now,   both  by  realbn 
and  jultice,  obliged  to  try  to  reconcile 
my  landlord. 

'  Heaven    be    praifed,'     replied    I, 
there   is   no  pride  left  me  now.     I 
fliould  deteft  my  own  heart,  if  I  faw 
either  pride  or  refentmcnt  lurking 
there.     On  the  contrary,  as  my  op- 
preffor  has  been  once  my  parifliioner, 
J  hope  one  day  to  prefent  him  up  an 
unpolluted  foul  at  the  eternal  tribu- 
nal.    No,  Sir,  I  have  no  refer tm en t 
now  ;    and  though  he  has  taken  from 
me  what  I  held  dearer  than  all  his 
treafures,  though  he  has  wrung  my 
heart,  for  I  am  fick  almoft  to  faint- 
ing;  very  fick,  my  ftllow-prifoner  } 
yet  that   (hall   never  infpire  me  with 
vengeance.    I  am  now  willing  to  ap- 
prove his  marriage,  and  if  this  fub- 
milfion  can  do  him  any  pleafure,    let 
him  know,  that  if  I  have  done  him 
any  injury,  I  am  lorry  for  it.'     Mr. 
Jenkinfon  took  pen  and  ink,  and  wrote 
down  my  fubmifTipn  nearly  as  I  have 
txprefltd  it,  to  which  I  nVnediny  name. 
My   Ion  was   employed   to   carry  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Thornhill,  who  was  then 
at   his  leat  in  the  country.     H»  uvi  t, 
and  in  about  fix  hours  returned  with  a 
verbal  anfwer.  He  had  fume  difficulty, 
he  laid,   to  get  a  liglit  of  his  hn: 
as  the  fervants  were  infolent  and  : 
ciousj   but  he  accidentally  i';i\v  nim  us 
lie  was  going  out  upon  bu'.'mt-ts,  pre- 
paring tor  his  marriage,  which  was  to 
be  in    three  d.iys.     He  continued    to 
infuim    us,    that   he  it«-ppr<l  \ip  in  tiit 
humbltlt   ui.tn-:ri,  IIM!    deriv:-r-.i    uu- 
tv    »  letter, 
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letter,  which,  when  Mr.  Thornhill  had 
read,  he  faid  that  all  fubmiflion  was 
now  too  late  and  unnecelTary  ;  that  he 
had  heard  of  our  application  to  his  un- 
cle, which  met  with  the  contempt  it , 
deferved  ;  and  as  for  the  reft,  that  all 
future  applications  fhould  be  directed 
to  his  attorney,  not  to  him.  He  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  as  he  had  a  very 
good  opinion  of  the  difcretion  of  the 
two  young  ladies, they  might  have  been 
the  molt  agreeable  interceflbrs. 

<  Well,'  Sir,'  faid  I  to  my  fellow- 
prifoner,  '  you  now  difcover  the  tem- 
per of  the  'man  who  opprefies  me. 
Pie  can  at  once  be  facetious  and  cruel ! 
but  let  him  ufeme  as  he  will,  I  fhall 
foon  be  free,  in  fpite  of  all  his  bolts 
to  re  ft  rain  me.  I  am  now  drawing 
towards  an  abode  that  looks  brighter 
as  I  approach  it  :  this  expectation 
chears  my  afflictions,  and  though  I 
leave  an  helplefs  family  of  orphans 
behind  me,  yet  they  will  not  be  ut- 
terlyforfaken  ;  fome friend,  perhaps, 
will  be  found  to  aflift  them  for  the 
fake  of  their  poor  father,  and  fome 
may  charitably  relieve  them  for  the 
fake  of  their  Heavenly  Father.' 
Juft  as  I  fpoke,  my  wife,  whom  I 
had  not  feen  that  day  before,  appeared 
with  looks  of  terror,and  making  efforts, 
but  unable  to  fpeak.  '  Why,  my  love, 
cried  I,  '  why  will  you  thus  increafe 
my  afflictions  by  your  own  ?  What, 
though  no  fubmiiuon  can  turn  our 
fevere  matter,  though  he  has  doomed 
me  to  die  in  this  place,  of  wretched- 
nefs,  and  though  we  have  loft  a  dar- 
ling child,  yet  Hill  you  will  find 
comfort  in  your  olher  children  when 
1  fhrdl  be  no  more.'—'  We  have  in- 
deed loft,'  returned  flic,  '  a  darling 
child.  My  Sophia,  my  deareft,  is 
gone  ;  fnatched  from  us,  carried  off 
by  ruffians !' 

'  How,  Madam,'  cried  my  fellow- 
prifoner,  '  Mifs  Sophia  carried  off  by 
villains!   Sure  it  cannot  be?' 
She  could  only  anfwer  with  a  fixed 
look,  and  a  flood  of  tears.  But  one  of 
the  prilbners  wives,  who  was  prefent, 
and  came  in  with  her,  gave  us  a  more 
diftinct  account  :   fhe  informed  us  that 
as  my  wife,  my  daughter,  and  herfelf, 
•yvere  taking  a   walk  together  on  the 
great  rciu,  a  little  way  out  of  the  vil- 
lage, s.  poft-chaife  and  pair  drove  up 
to  them,  and  inftantly  ftopped.   Upon 
which  a  well  dreffed  man,  but  not  Mr. 
Th.ornh.ill,  ftepping  out,  clafped  my 


daughter  round  the  waill,  and  forcing 
her  in,  bid  the  pofti lion  drive  on,  fo  that 
they  were  out  of  fight  in  a  moment. 
'  Now,'  cried  I,  '  the  fum  of  my 
miferies  is  made  up,  nor  is  it  in  the 
power  of  any  thing  on  earth  to  give 
me  another  pang.  What!  not  one 
left!  not  leave  me  one  !  themonfter! 
the  child  that  was  next  my  heart  ! 
fhe  had  the  beauty  of  an  angel,  and 
almoft  the  wifclomof  an  angel.  But 
fupport  that  woman,  nor  let  her  fall. 
Not  to  leave  me  one  !' — '  Alas,  my 
hufband,'  faid  my  wife,  '  you  feem 
to  want  comfort  even  more  than  I. 
Our  diftreffes  are  great  ;  but  I  could 
bear  this  and  more,  if  I  law  you  but 
eafy.  They  may  take  away  my  chil- 
dren, and  all  the  world,  if  they  leave 
me  but  you.' 

My  fon,  who  was  prefent,  endea- 
voured to  moderate  our  grief;  he  bade 
us  take  comfort,  for  he  hoped  that  we 
might  Itiil  have  reafon  to  be  thankful. 
— '  My  child,'  cried  I,  '  look  round 
'  the  world, and  fee  if  there  be  any  hap- 
'  pinefs  left  me  now.  Is  not  every  ray 
'  of  comfort  fhut  out;  while  all  our 

*  bright  profpects  only  lie  beyond  the 
'  grave.' — '  My  dear  father,'  return- 
ed he,  «  I  hope  there  is  flill  fomething 
'  that  will' give  you  an  interval  of  fa- 
'  tisfaction  ;  for  I  have  a  letter  from  my 

*  brother  George.' — '  What  of  him, 

*  child,'  interrupted  I;  '  does  he  know 
'   ourmifery?  1  hope  my  boy  is  exempt 
'    from  any  part  of  what  his  wretched 
'  family  fuffers  ?'—-' Yes,  Sir,'  return- 
ed he,  '  he  is  perfectly  gay,  chearful, 

*  and  happy.  His  letter  brings  nothing 
'   but  good  news;   he  is  the  favourite 
«  of  his  colonel,  who  promifes  to  pro- 
'  cure  him  the  very  next  lieutenancy 
'  that  becomes  vacant !' 

'  And  are  you  fure  of  all  this,'  cried 
my  wife;  '  are  you  fure  that  nothing 

*  ill    has   befallen    my  boy  ?' — '  No- 
'  thing  indeed,  Madam,'  returned  my 
fon  ;  «  you  fhall  fee  the  letter,  which 
'  will  give  you  the  highefl  pleafure  : 
f  and    if  any   thing  can  procure  you 

*  comfort,  lam  fure  that  will.' — 'But 
'  are  you  fure,'  ftill  repeated  (he,  '  that 
'  the  letter  is  from  himfelf,  and  that 
'  he  is  really  fo  happy  ?'-—'  Yes,  Ma- 

*  dam,'  replied  he,    '  it   is   certainly 

*  his,   and  he  will  one  day  be  the  cre- 

*  dit  and  the  fupport  of  our  family  !' 
— '  Then  I  thank  Providence,'  cried 
fhe,  '  that  my  lall  letter  to  him  has  mif- 
'  carried. — Yes,  my  dear,'  continued 
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Iht,  turning  to  me,  «  I  will  now  con- 
fefs,  that  though  the  hand  of  Hea- 
ve n  is  fore  upon  us  in  other  instances, 
•s  been  favourable  here.  By  the 
hirt  letter  I  wrote  my  fon,  which  was 
in  the  bitternefs  of  anger,  I  defired 
him,  upon  his  mother's  blcfling, 
and  if  he  had  the  heart  of  a  man,  to 
fee  juitice  done  his  father  and  fitter, 
and  avenge  our  caufe.  But  thanks 
be  to  Hun  who  directs  all  things,  it 
has  mifcarried,  and  I  am  at  reft.' — 
Woman,'  cried  I,  '  thou  haft  done 
very  ill,  and  at  another  time  my  re- 
proaches might  have  been  more  fe- 
.  Oh  '.  what  a  tremendous  gulph 
halt  thou  efcaped,  that  would  have 
buried  both  thee  and  him  in  endlefs 
rum.  Providence,  indeed,  has  here 
been  kinder  to  us  than  we  to  our- 
fclves.  It  has  referved  that  fon  to 
be  the  father  and  protestor  of  my 
children  when  I  mall  be  away.  How 
unjultly  did  I  complain  of  being 
Itripped  of  every  comfort,  when  ftill  I 
hear  that  he  is  happy  and  infenfible 
of  our  afflictions  ;  Itill  kept  in  referve 
to  fupport  his  widowed  mother,  and 
to  protect  his  brothers  and  filters. 
But  what  filters  has  he  left!  he  has 
no  filters  now,  they  are  all  gone, 
robbed  from  me,  and  I  am  undone  !' 
— '  Father,'  interrupted  my  fon,  *  I 
4  beg  you  will  give  me  leave  to  read 
'  his  letter,  I  know  it  will  pleafe  you.* 
Upon  which,  with  my  permiffion,  he 
read  as  follows  : 


'    HONOURED  SIR, 

'  T  Have  called  off  my  imagination  a 
A  '  few  moments  from  the  pleafures 
that  fiirround  me,  to  fix  it  upon  ob- 
jects that  are  (till  more  pleating,  the 
dear  little  fire- fide  at  home.  My 
fancy  draws  that  harmlefs  groups 
as  liliening  to  every  line  of  this  with 
great  compofure.  I  view  thofe  faces 
with  delight  which  never  felt  the  de- 
forming hand  of  ambition  or  diftrtl's.l 
But  whatever  your  happinefs  may  be 
at  home,  I  am  lure  it  will  be  tome 
addition  to  it,  to  hear  that  I  am  per- 
feclly  pleafed  with  my  fituation,  and 
every  way  happy  here. 
'  Our  regiment  is  countermanded, 
and  is  not  to  leave  the  kingdom  ;  the 
colonel,  who  profefll-s  himfelf  my 
friend,  takes  me  with  him  to  all  coin- 
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panics  where  lie  is  acquainted,  and 
after  my  firft  vifit,  I  generally  find 
my  felt  received  with  increaftd  ic- 
fpeft  upon  repeating  it.  I  tl  i 
lait  night  with  Lady  G  i-,  and 
could  1  forget  you  know  whom,  I 
might  be  perhaps  fuccelsful.  But 
it  is  my  fate  Itill  to  remember  others, 
while  I  am  myfelf  forgotten  by  moft 
of  my  tbfent  friends;  and  in  this 
number,  I  fear,  Sir,  that  I  muft  con- 
fider  you,  for  I  have  long  expected 
the  pleafure  of  a  letter  from  home  to 
no  purpofe.  Olivia  and  Sophia,  too, 
promifed  to  write,  but  feem  to  have 
forgotten  me.  Tell  them  they  are 
two  arrant  little  baggages,  and  that 
I  am  this  moment  in  a  moft  violent 
paflion  with  them  :  yet  Itill,  I  know 
not  how,  though  I  want  to  biultera 
little,  my  heart  is  refpondent  only  to 
fofter  emotions.  Then  tell  them,  Sir, 
that  after  all,  I  love  them  affectio- 
nately ;  and  be  aflured  of  my  ever  re- 
maining your  dutiful  Ton.1 

'  In  all  our  miferies,'  cried  I,  c  what 
thanks  have  we  not  to  return,  that 
one  at  leaft  of  our  family  is  exempted  ' 
from  what  we  iutfer.     Heaven  be  his 
guard,  and  keep  my  boy  thus  happy, 
to   be  the  fupport  of   his    widowed 
mother,  and  the  father  of  thefe  two 
babes,  which  is  all  the  patrimony  I 
can   now  bequeath   him  !      May  he 
keep  their  innocence  from  the  temp- 
tations of  want,  and  be  their  con- 
ductor in  the  paths  of  honour!'  I 
had  fcarce  laid  thefe   words,  when  a 
noife,   like   that  of  a  tumult,   feemed 
to  proceed  from  the  prifon  below  j   it 
died  away  foon   after,  and  a  clanking 
of  fetters   was   heard  along  the   pa;'- 
fage  that  led  to  my  apartment.     The 
keeper  of  the   prifon    entered,   hold- 
ing   a    man    ail    bloody,    wounded, 
and  fettered  with    the  heavielt  iron*. 
I  looked  with  companion  on  the  wretch 
as  he  approached  me,  but  with  horror 
when  I  found  it  was    my   own    fon. 
4  My  George!   my  George!   and  do  I 
'  behold  thee  thus  !    Wounded  !    fet- 
'  tered!    Is    this    my     happinefs!    1$ 
'  this  the  manner  you  return  to  me  ?  O 
«  that  this  fight  could  break  my  heart 
*  at  once,  and  let  me  die!' 

'  Where,  Sir,  is  your  fortitude  ?' 
returned  my  ion  with  an  intrepid  voice; 
«  I  mult  futter,  my  life  is  forfeited, 
1  and  let  them  take  it.' 

I  tried 
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I  tried  to  reftrain  my  pa/lion  for  a 
few  minutes  in  filence,  but  I  thought 
I  fhould  have  died  with  the  effort.  '  O 
'  my  boy,  rny  heart  weeps  to  behold 
*.  thee  thus,  and  I  cannot,  cannot  help 

*  it!     In  the  moment  that  I  thought 

*  thee  "bled,  and  prayed  for  thy  fafety, 

*  to  behold  thee  thus  again  !  chained, 
«  wounded.     And  yet  the  death  of  the 

*  youthful  is  happy.     But  I  am  old, 
«  a  very  old  man,    and  have  lived  to 

*  fee  this  day.     To   fee  my  children 

*  a}}  untimely  falling  abou't  me,  while 

*  I  continue  a  wretched  furvivor  in  the 
'  nudft-ofruin  !  May  ail  the  curfcs  that 

*  ever  fnnk  a  foul  fall  heavy  upon  the 

*  murderer  of  my  children  !  'May  lie 
'  live,  like  me.  to  fep— ' 

*  Hold,  Sir,'  replied  my 'fon,  '  or 
«  I  /hall  blurt;  for   thee.     How,    Sir, 
'  forgetful  of  your  sge,  your  holy  call- 

*  ing,  thus   to   arrogate   the  jtiftice  of 

*  Heaven,  and  fling  thofe  curies   up-' 
'  ward  that  muft  loon  defcend  to  crufh 

*  thy  own  grey  head  with  deftruftion  ! 

*  No,   Sir,  let  it  be  your  care  now  to 

*  fit  me  for  that  vile  death  I  mnftflioft- 
'  )y  fuffer,  to  arm  me  with  hope  and 

*  refolution,    to    give   me   courage    to 
«  drink  of  that  hitternefs  which  muft 
'  ihovrly  he  tr.y  portion.' 

*  My  child,  you  muft  not  die  :   I  am 
'  fure  no  offence  of  thine  can  dderve 

*  fo    vile  a   punifhment.     My  George 

*  could  never  be  guilty  of 'any  crime  ro 

*  make  his  anceftors  afhamed  of  him.' 

*  Mine,  Sir,'  returned  my  Son,   '  is 
'  I  fear,  an  unpardonable  one.     Wlien, 
'  I  received   my  mother's  letter  from 

*  home,  I  immediately  came  down,  de- 

*  terrrrined  to  punim   the  betrayer   of 
'  our  honour,  and  fent  him  an  order 
'  to  meet  me,  which  he  anfwered,  not 

*  in-  perfon,  but  by  difpatching   four 

*  of    his    domeuicks    to   feize   rne.      I 

*  wounded  one  who  firft  affaulted  me, 
c  and  I   fear  defperately  :   but  the  reft 

*  made  me  their  prifoner.     The  coward 
'  is  determined  to  put  the  law  in  exe- 

*  cution  againft  me  ;    the  proofs    are 
1  undeniable;  J  have  fent  a  challenge, 
'  and  as  I  am  the  firft  tranfgreflbr  upon 

*  the  ftatute,  I  fee  no  hopes  of  pirdon. 

*  But  you  have  often  charmed  me  with 

*  yourleffons  of  'fortitude  ;   let  me  now, 

*  Sir,  find  them  in  your  example.' 

'  And,  my  fon,  yon  fha'i  find  them. 
'  J  am  now  raifed  above  this  world, 

*  and  all  the  pieaAires  it  can  produce. 

*  From  this  moment  I  break  trom  my 


heart  all  the  ties  that  held  it  down  to 
earth,  and  will  prepare  to  fit  us  both 
for   eternity.     Yes,  my   fon,  I  will 
point  out  the  way,  and  my  foul  fhall 
guide  yours    in  the   afcent,    for  we 
will  take  our  flight  together.     I  now 
fee  and  am  convinced  you  can  expeft 
no  pardon  here,  and  I  can  only  ex- 
hort you   to  leek  it  at  that  greateft 
tribunal  where  we  both  fhall  fhortly 
anfwer.     But  let  us  not  be  niggardly 
in  our  exhortation,   but   let  all   our 
fellow-prifoners  have  a  (hare. — Good 
gaoler,  Jet  the.n  be  permitted  to  ftand 
here, 'while    I   attempt   to   improve 
them.'     Thus    faying,    I   made   an 
effort  to  rife  from  from  my  ftraw,  but 
wanted  flrength,  and  was  able  only  to 
recline  againft  the  wall.    The  prifoners 
aflembled  according  to  my  direflions, 
for  they  loved  to  hear  my  counfel;  my 
fon  and    his  mother  fupported  me  on 
either  iide  ;  I  looked,  and  faw  that  none 
were  wanting,  and  then  scldrdfed  them 
with  the  following  exhortation. 


CHAP.     X. 

THE  .E.qtTAL  DTALINGS  OF  PRO- 
VIDENCE DEMONSTRATED  WITH 
REGARD  TO  THE  HAPPY  AND  THE 
MISERABLE  HERE  BELOW.  THAT 
FROM  THE  NATURE  OF  PLKA- 
'  SURE  AND  PAIN,  THE  WRETCHED 
MUST  BE  REPAID  THE  BALANCE 
OF  THEIR  SUFFERINGS  IN  THE 
LIFE  HEREAFTER. 

•  Y  friend-s,  my  children,  and 
.'  fellow-fufFerers,  when  I  re- 
flecl  on  the  diftribution  of  good  and 
evil  here;  below,  I  find  that  much 
has  been  given  man  to  enjoy,  yet  (till 
more  to  fuffer.  Though  we  flVcnild 
examine  the  whole  world,  we  fliail 
not  find  one  man  fo  happy  as  to  have 
nothing  lefttowifh  for;  but  we  daily 
fee  thoufands  who  by  filicide  fhew'us 
they  havr  nothing  left  to  hope.  In 
this  life  then  it  appears  that  we  can- 
not he  entirely  biefted  ;  but  yet  we  may 
be  compieatly  m'fferablei 
'  Why  man'-fhouid  thus  f»el  pain, 
why  our  wretchednefs  fliou!  1  be  i;:- 
quifite  in  the  formation  of  univerfal 
felicity,  why,  when  all  other  fyftems 
are  made  perfeft  by  the  perfection  of 
their  fubordinate  parts,  the  great 
fyftein  fto«!d  require  for  it's  peifec- 
'  tioH, 
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lion,    pnfts  th.it  are  not  only  fub- 
oulmue     to     others,     but     imper- 
il themfclvrs  ?  Thefe  are  qm  1- 
tions   tli.it   never  can   be  fxpl.liiu-d, 
night  be  ui'elefs  it  known.     On 
:  abject  Providence  has  thought 
fit   to  elude  our  curiofity,    fatisried 
witli  granting  us  motives  to  confo- 
lation. 

<  In  this  fltuation,  man  has*  called 
in  the  friendly  aflittance  of  philolo- 
phy,  and  Hem:n  fcring  the  incapa- 
city of  that  to  confole  him,  has  given 
him  the  aid  of  religion.  The  con- 
folations  of  ptiiioiophy  are  very  a- 
muling,  but  often  fallacious*  It  tells 
us  that  life  is  filled  with  comforts, 
if  we  will  but  enjoy  them  ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  th.it  though  we  un- 
avoidably have  miferies  here,  life  is 
fliort,  and  they  will  foon  be  over. 
Thus  do  thefe  consolations  deftroy 
each  other  :  for  if  life  is  a  place  of 
comfort,  it's  fhortnefs  in uft  be  mife- 
ry  ;  and  if  it  be  long,  our  griefs  are 
protracted.  Thusphilofophy  is  weak; 
hut  religion  comforts  in  an  higher 
itrain.  Man  is  here,  it  tells  us,  fit- 
ting up  his  mind,  and  preparing  it 
for  another  abode.  When  the  good 
man  leaves  the  body,  and  is  all  a 
glorious  minJ,  he  will  find  he  has 
been  making  himfelf  a  heaven  of  hap- 
pinefs  here,  while  the  wretch  that  has 
been  maimed  and  contaminated  by 
his  vices,  fhrinks  from  his  body  with 
terror,  and  finds  that  he  has  antici- 
pated the  vengeance  of  Heaven.  To 
religion  then  we  mud  hold  in  every 
circumftance  of  life  for  our  truen 
comfort;  for  if  already  we  are  happy, 
it  is  a  pieaiiire  to  think  that  we  can 
make  that  happineli  unending  ;  and 
if  we  are  miferable,  it  is  very  confol- 
ing  to  think  that  there  is  a  place  of 
relt.  Thus,  to  the  fortunate,  religion 
holds  out  a  continuance  of  blii's;  to 
fhe  wretched,  a  change  from  pain. 
'  But  though  religion  is  very  kind 
to  ail  men,  it  has  promiCed  peculiar 
rewards  to  the  unhappy  ;  the  lick, 
the  naked,  the  houfeleJ's,  the  heavy- 
laden,  and  the  pri loner,  have  ever 
mult  J'requent  promilcs  in  our  facred 
law.  The  Author  of  our  religion 
.-  where  proteges  himfelf  the 
wretch's  friend  ;  and,  unlike  the  falls 
ones  of  this  world,  beftows  all  his 
cardfci  upon  the  forlorn.  The  un- 


thinking have  cenfureil  this  at  par* 

ti.ilir.  t  eiice  without  i 

iveit.  But  they  never  reflect, 
th.it  it  is  nor  in  the  power  even  of 
•i  itr.-lf  to  make  th-i  offer  of 
unceafmg  felicity  as  great  a  gift  to 
the  happy  as  to  the  auferable.  Totht 
fii  ft,  eternity  is  but  a  lingle  blefling, 
fmce  at  molt  it  but  increases  whit 
they  already  pofTels.  To  the  lattrr, 
it  is  a  double  advantage  :  for  it  dimi- 
nimes  their  pain  here,  anil  rewards 
them  with  heavenly  blifs  hereafter. 
*  But  Providence  is  in  another  ic- 
fpeil  kinder  to  the  poor  than  the  rich  j 
for  as  it  thus  makes  the  life  after 
iloath  more  defirable,  fo  it  finoothi 
the  paflage  theie.  The  wretched  have 
had  along  familiarity  with  every  face 
of  terror.  The  man  of  iorrows  lays 
himfelf  quietly  down,  with  no  pof- 
feHions  to  regret,  and  but  few  ties  to 
itop  his  departure:  he  feels  only  nt- 
ture's  pang  in  the  final  reparation,  and 
this  is  no  way  greater  than  he  has 
often  fainted  under  before  :  for  after 
a  certain  degree  of  pain,  every  new 
breach  that  death  opens  in  the  confti- 
tution,  nature  kindly  covers  with  in- 
fenfibility. 

'  Thus  Providence  has  given  the 
wretched  two  advantages  over  the 
happy  in  this  life;  greater  felicity  in 
dying,  and  in  heaven  ail  that  fupe- 
riority  of  pleafure  which  arifes  from 
contracted  enjoyment.  And  this  fa- 
p.riority,  my  friends,  is  no  1'inall  ad- 
vantage, and  Teems  to  be  one  of  the 
plealures  of  the  poor  man  in  the  pa- 
rable ;  for  though  he  was  already  in 
heaven,  and  felt  all  the  raptures  it 
could  give,  yet  it  was  mentioned  as 
an  addition  to  his  hayininels,  that  he  * 
had  once  been  wretched  and  now  was 
comforted  ;  that  he  had  known  what 
it  was  to  be  miierable,  and  now  felt 
what  it  was  to  be  happy. 
'  Thus,  my  friends,  you  fee,  religion 
doeswiut  philofophy  could  neverdo  : 
ic  (hews  the  equal  dealings  of  Heaven 
to  the  happy  and  the  unhappy,  and 
levels  ail  human  enjoyments  to  nearly 
the  lame  Ihir.dard.  J:  gives  to  both 
rich  and  poor  the  fame  happinels  here- 
after, and  equal  hopes  to  aipire  after 
it;  but  if  the  rich  have  the  advan- 
tage of  enjoying  pleaiure  here,  the 
pool  have  the  endlels  latisfaclion  of 
knowing  what  it  was  once  to  be 
'  mill-ruble, 


miferable,  when  crowned  with  endlefs 
felicity  hereafter  5  and  even  though 
it  fliould  be  called  a  fmall  advantage, 
yet  being  an  eternal  one,  it  muft  make 
up  by  duration  what  the  temporal 
happinefs  of  the  great  may  have  ex- 
ceeded by  intenfenefs. 
'  Thefe  are  therefore  the  confolations 
which  the  wretched  have  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  and  in  which  they  are  a- 
bove  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  in  other 
refpefts  they  are  below  them.  They 
who  would  know  the  miferies  of  the 
poor,  muft  feelife,  and  endure  it.  To 
declaim  on  the  temporal  advantages 
they  enjoy,  is  only  repeating  what 
none  either  believe  or  praftife.  The 
men  who  have  the  neceflaries  of  living 
are  not  poor,and  they  who  want  them 
muft  be  miferable.  Yes,  my  friends, 
we  muft  be  miferable.  No  vain  ef- 
forts of  a  refined  imagination  can 
foothe  the  wants  of  nature,  can  give 
elaftick  fweetnefs  to  the  dark  vapour 
of  a  dungeon,  or  cafe  to  the  throb- 
bings  of  a  broken  heart.  Let  the 
philofopher  from  his  couch  of  foft- 
nefs  tell  us  we  can  refill  all  thefe. 
Alas  !  the  effort  by  which  we  refift 
them  is  ftill  the greateft  pain  !  Death 
is  flight,  and  any  man  may  fuftain  it ; 
but  torments  are  dreadful,  and  thefe 
no  man  can  endure. 
«  To  us,  then,  my  friends,  the  pro- 
mifes  of  happinefs  in  heaven  mould 
be  peculiarly  dear ;  for  if  our  reward 
be  in  this  life  alone,  we  are  indeed  of 
all  men  the  moft  miferable.  When  I 
look  round  thefe  gloomy  walls,  made 
to  terrify,  as  well  as  to  confine  us; 
this  light  that  only  ferves  to  Ihew  the 
horrors  of  the  place;  thofe  (hackles 
that  tyranny  has  impofed,  or  crime 
made  neceflary ;  when  I  furvey  thefe 
emaciated  locks,  and  hear  thofe 
groans,  O  my  friends,  what  a  glo- 
rious exchange  would  heaven  be  for 
thefe!  To  fly  through  regions  un- 
confined  as  air,  to  balk  in  the  fun- 
fliine  of  eternal  blifs,  to  carol  over 
endlefs  hymns  of  praife,  to  have  no 
matter  to  threaten  or  infult  us,  but 
the  form  of  goodnefs  himfelf  for 
ever  in  our  eyes  ;  when  I  think  of 
thefe  things,  death  becomes  the  mel- 
fenger  of  very  glad  tidings  :  when  I 
think  of  thefe  things,  his  lharpeft  ar- 
row becomes  the  ftaff  of  my  fupport ; 
when  I  think  of  thefe  things,  what 


is  there  in  life  worth  having  ?  when 
I  think  of  thefe  things,  what  is  there 
that  mould  not  be  fpurned  away  ? 
kings  in  their  palaces  fliould  groan 
for  fuch  advantages  ;  but  we,  hum- 
bled as  we  are,  mould  yearn  for  them. 
*  And  mall  thefe  things  be  ours  ? 
Ours  they  will  certainly  be  if  we  but 
try  for  them  ;  and  what  is  a  comfort, 
we  are  (hut  out  from  many  tempta- 
tions that  would  retard  our  purfuit. 
Only  let  us  try  for  them,  and  they 
will  certainly  be  ours  ;  and,  what  is 
itill  a  comfort,  ihortly  too  j  for  if  we 
look  back  on  paft  life,  it  appears  but 
a  very  fhort  fpan,  and  whatever  we 
may  think  of  the  reft  of  life,  it  will 
yet  be  found  of  lefs  duration  ;  as  we 
grow  older,  the  days  feem  to  grow 
fhorter,  and  our  intimacy  with  Time, 
ever  leflens  the  perception  of  his  ftay. 
Then  let  us  take  comfort  now,  for 
we  fhail  foon  be  at  our  journey's  end ; 
we  ftiall  foon  lay  down  the  heavy 
burden  laid  by  Heaven  upon  us ;  and 
though  death,  the  only  friend  of  the 
wretched,  for  a  little  while  mocks 
the  weary  traveller  with  the  view,  and 
like  his  horizon, ftill  flies  before  him  j 
yet  the  time  will  certainly  and  fhortly 
come,  when  we  (hall  ceafe  from  our 
toil ;  when  the  luxurious  great  ones 
of  the  world  (hall  no  more  tread  us 
to  the  earth ;  when  we  mall  think 
with  pleafure  on  our  fuffering  be- 
low j  when  we  mall  be  furrounded 
with  all  our  friends,  or  fuch  as  de- 
ferved  our  friendship;  when  our  blifs 
fliall  be  unutterable,  and  Itill,  to 
crown  all,  unending.* 


CHAP.     XI. 

HAPPIER  PROSPECTS  BEGIN  TO 
APPEAR.  LET  US  BE  INFLEX- 
IBLE, AND  FORTUNE  WILL  AT 
LAST  CHANGE  IN  OUR  FAVOUR.. 

WHEN  I  had  thus  finished,  and 
my  audience  was  retired,  the 
gaoler,  who  was  one  of  the  moft  hu- 
mane of  his  profeffion,  hoped  I  would 
not  be  difpleafed,  as  what  he  did  was 
but  his  duty;  obferving,  that  he  muft 
be  obliged  to  remove  my  fon  into  a 
ftronger  cell,  but  he  fliould  be  per- 
mitted to  vifit  me  every  morning.1  I 
thanked  him  for  his  clemency,  and 
grafping 
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grjLfping   my  hoy's  hand,    hade   him 
wcl,    and  be  mindful  of  tlie  gic.it 
duty  th.it  NV.IS  before  him. 

I  again,  therefore,  laid  me  down, 
and  one  of  my  little  ones  late  by  my 
-h.l  •  leading,  when  Mr.  Jenkinlon 
entering,  informed  me  that  there  was 
news'*!  m\  daughter;  for  that  Ihe  was 
feeii  by  a  perlon  ab.-uir  two  hours  be- 
fme,  in  a  Itrange  gentleman's  coia- 
jvmy,  and  that  they  had  Hopped  at  a 
neighbouring  village  for  refreshment, 
anil  leemed  as  if  returning  to  town. 
He  had  fcarce  delivered  this  news,  when 
the  gaoler  came  with  looks  of  halte  and 
plea  I  u  re,  to  inform  me  that  my  daugh- 
ter was  found.  Moles  came  running 
in  a  moment  after,  crying  out  that  his 
filter  Sophy  was  below,  and  coming 
up  with  our  old  friend  Mr.  Burchell. 

Jult  as  he  delivered  this  news,  my 
tU-aielt  girl  entered,  and  with  looks  al- 
moft  wild  with  plealure,  ran  to  kils  me 
in  a  tranlport  of  afFcclion.  Her  mo- 
ther's tears  and  lilence  alfo  mewed  her 
plcafurc.  '  Here,  papa,'  cried  the 
charming  girl,  '  here  is  the  brave  man 

*  to  whom  I  owe  my  delivery;   to  tins 
'     .eiuleman's     intrepidity     I    am    in- 

*  debted  tor  my  happmcls  and  fafety  — ' 
A  kils  from  Mr.  Burchell,  whofe  plea- 
luie  itemed    even    greater   than  her's, 
interrupted  what  flic  was  going  to  add. 

'  Ah,  Mr.  Burchell,1  cried  I,  '  this 
'  is  but  a  wretched  habitation  you  now 

*  find  us  in  ;  ami  we  are  now  very  dif- 

*  fertnt  from  what  you  laft  law  us.  You 
'  were  ever  our  friend:   we  have  long 

*  dilcovered  our  errors  with  regard  to 

*  you,  and  repent  of  our  ingratitude. 
4  After  the  vile  ufage  you  then  received 

*  at  my  hands,  I  am  almoit  afhamed 

*  to bthold  your  face;  yet  I  hope  you'll 

*  forgive  me,  as  I  was  deceived  by   a 
4   bale  ungenerous  wretch,  who,  under 
'  the  rnalk  of  friendship,  has  undone 

*  mo.' 

4  It  is  impoiTible,'  replied  Mr.  Bur- 
chell, '  that  I  (hould  forgive  you,  as 

*  you  never  delerved    my  refentment. 

*  1  partly  law  your  deluiion  then,  and 
'  as  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  reltrain, 

*  I  could  only  pity  it!' 

'  It  was  ever  my  conjecture,'  cried 
I,  '  that  your  mind  was  noble;  but 

*  now  I  find   it  lo. — But   tell  me,  my 

*  dear  child,  how  halt  thou   been  re- 
«  lievcd,  or  who  the  ruffians  were  who 

*  carried  thee  away  ?' 

«  Indeed,   Sir,*  replied   {he,  <  as   to 


4  the  villain  who  carried  me  off,  I  am 
'  yet  -gnorant.  For  as  my  mummaand 
'  I  were  walking  out,  he  came  behind 
4  us,  and  almoit  befoie  1  coul 
4  for  help,  toiced  me  into  the  polt- 
4  chaife,  and  in  an  inltant  the  horfes 
'  drove  away.  I  met  li-veral  on  the 

*  road,  to  whom  I  cued  out  for  aflif- 
4   tance;   but   they    diin  garded  my  en- 
4  treaties^     In  the  mc.m  time,  thciuf- 
'  fian  himfelf  iifed  every  art  to  hinder 
'  me  from  crying  out  >   he  flattered  and 
'  threatened  me  by  turns,   and   fwore 
'  that  if  I  continued  but  filent,  he  in- 

*  tended  no  harm.     In  the  mean  time 
'  I  had  broken  the  canvas  that  he  had 
'  drawn  up,  and  whom  fliould  1  per- 
'  ceive  at  lome  diftance  but  your  old 
'  friend   Mr.  Burchell,  walking  along 
'  with    his    ufual  fwiftnefV,  with  the 

*  great  ftick  for  which  we  uled  fo  much 
'  to  ridicule  him.  As  foon  as  we  catne 
'  within   hearing,  I  called  out  to  him 
'  by  name,  and  intreated  his   helj).  I 

*  repeated    my    exclamations    feverai 
«  times  j  upon  which,  with  a  very  loud 

*  voice,  he  bid  the  poltiiion  ftop ;    but 

*  the  boy  took   no  notice^   but  drove 

*  on  with  Hill  greater  fyeed.     I  no\v 
«  thought  he  could  never  overtake  us, 

'  v»hen  in  leis  than  a  minute  I  fa^  " 
'  Mr.  Burchell  come  running  up  by 
'  the  lide  of  the  hoiies,  and  with  one 
«  blow  knock  the  poltilion  to  the 
<  ground.  The  horles  when  he  wa-s 
'  fallen  foon  Itopped  of  themlelves,  and 
«  the  jruffian  ilepping  out,  with  oaths 

*  and   menaces   drew   his  fwoid,    and 

*  ordered  him  at  his  peril  to  retire;  but 

*  Mr.  Burchell  running  tip,  flm'ered 
«  his  fword  to  pieces,  and  then  purfued 

*  him  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  bat 

*  he   made  his  elcape.     1  was  at  this 

*  time  come   out    my  1  elf,    willing   to 
'  allilt   my  deliverer;    but  he  foon  re- 
'  turned  to  me  in  triumph.     The  pofti- 
4  lion,  who  was  recovered,  was  going 

*  to   make   his  efcape  too  ;    but    Mr; 
'  Burchell  ordered  him  at  his  peril  to 
'   mount  again,  and  drive  back  to  town. 

*  Finding    it    impofiible    to    refift,    he 
4   reluctantly    complied,     though    the 
4  wound  he  had  received  Itemed,  tome 
4  at  lealtj  to  be  dangerous.     He  con- 
4   tinned  to  complain  of  the  pain  as  we 
'  drove  along,  lo  that  he  at  laft  excited 
'  Mr.  Burchell's  companion ;  who,  at 

*  my  requelt,  exchanged  him  forano- 
4  ther  at  an  inn  where  we  called  on  our 
4  return,' 

L  «  Welcome, 
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'  Welcome,  then  !'  cried  I,  *  my 
'  child — andthoiijhergallantdeliverer, 
'  a  thoufand  welcomes!  Though  our 
'  cheer  is  but  wretched,  yet  our  hearts 

*  are  ready  to  receive  you.    And  now, 

*  Mr.  Burchell,  as  you  have  delivered 

*  my  girl,  if  you  think  her  a  recom- 
'  pence,  (he is  yours;   if  you  can  ftoop 
'  to  an  alliance  with  a  family  fo  poor 
'  as   mine,  take  her,  obtain  her  con- 

*  lent,  as  I  know  you  have  her  heart, 

*  and  you  have  mine.    And  let  me  tell 

*  you,  Sir,  that  1  give  you   no  (mail 

*  trealure ;  (he  has  been  celebrated  for 

*  beauty  it  \F  true,  but  that  is  not  my 
'  meaning,  I  give  you  up  a  treafure 

*  in  her  mind.' 

'  But,  I  fuppofe,  Sir,'  cried  Mr. 
Burchell,  '  that  you  arc  apprized  of 

*  my  circumftances,  and  of  my  inca- 

*  pacity  to  fupport  her  as  flie  deferves  ?* 
*  If  your  prefent  objection,'  replied 

J,  «  be  meant  as  an  evafion  of  my  of- 

*  fer,  I  defitt :   but  I  know  no  man  fo 
'  worthy  to  deferve  her  as  you ;  and 

*  if  I  could  give  her   thoufands,  and 
'  thoufands  fought  her  from  me,  yet 

*  my  honeft  brave  Burchell  mould  be 
'  my  deareft  choice.' 

To  all  this  his  filence  alone  feemed 
to  give  a  mortifying  refufal,  and  with- 
,out  the  leaft  reply  to  offer,  he  de- 
manded if  we  could  not  be  furnifhed 
with  refreshments  from  the  next  inn ; 
to  which  being  anfwered  in  the  affir- 
mative, he  ordered  them  to  fend  in  the 
beft  dinner  that  could  be  provided  upon 
fuch  fhort  notice.  He  befpoke  alfo  a 
dozen  of  their  beft  wine;  and  foine 
cordials  for  me.  Adding,  with  a  fmile, 
that  he  would  Itretch  a  little  for  once, 
and  though  in  a  prifon,  aflerted  he  was 
never  better  difpofed  to  be  mer.y.  The 
waiier  Coon  made  his  appearance  with 
preparations  for  dinner,  a  table  was 
lent  us  by  the  gaoler,  who  feemed  re- 
markably afliduous,  the  wine  was  dif- 
pofcd  in  order,  and  two  very  well- 
drefTrd  dirties  were  brought  in. 

My  daughter  had  not  yet  heard  of 
her  poor  brother's  melancholy  fituation, 
and  we  all  feemed  unwilling  to  damp 
her  cheaifulnefs  by  the  relation.  But  it 
was  in  vain  that  I  attempted  to  appear 
chearful,  the  circumftances  of  my  un- 
fortunate Ion  broke  through  all  efforts 
to  (,1'ffemble;  fo  that  I  was  at  laft 
obliged  to  damp  our  mirth  by  relating 
his  misfortunes,  and  wi/hing  he  might 
be  permitted  to  (hare  with  us  in  this 


little    interval   of  fatisfa&ion.     After 
my  guefts  were  recovered  from  the  con- 
Iternation  my  account  had  produced, 
I  requeued  alfo  that  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  a 
fellow-priibner,    might    be    admitted, 
and    the    gaoler    ganted     my    requelt 
with  an  air  of  unufual  fubmiflion.  The 
clanking   of  my  fon's    irons   was   no 
fooner  heard  along  the  paffage,  than  his 
filter    ran  impatiently   to    meet   him ; 
while  Mr.  Burchell,  in  the  mean  time, 
a(ked  me  if  my  fon's  name  was  George ; 
to  which  replying  in  the  affirmative,  he 
ftill  continued  filent.     As  foon  as  my 
boy  entered   the  room,  I   could   per- 
ceive he  regarded  Mr.  Burchell  with  a 
look   of  aitonimment   and   reverence. 
Come  on,'  cried  I,  <  my  fonj  though 
we  are  fallen  very   low,   yet  Provi- 
dence has  been  pleafed  to  grant  us 
fume    irnall    relaxation   from   pain. 
Thy  filter  is  reftored  to  us,  and  there 
is  her  deliverer:   to  that  brave  man 
it  is  that  I  am  indebted  for  yet  hav- 
ing a  daughter  ;  give  him,  my  boy, 
the  hand  of  f'riendmip,   he  deferves 
our  wafmeft  gratitude.' 
My   fon   feemed   all  this   while  re- 
gardlefs  of  what  I  faid,  and  (till  con- 
tinued    fixed    at    refpeclful    diltance. 
'  My   dear  brother,'  cried  his   filter, 
'  why  don't  you  thank  my  good  de- 
*  liverer?  the  brave  fhould  ever  Jove 
'  each  other.' 

lie  ftill  continued  his  filence  and 
aftonimment,  till  our  gueft  at  lait  per- 
ceived himfelf  to  be  known,  and  aiium- 
ing  all  his  native  dignity,  defired  inv 
fon  to  come  forward.  Never  before  had 
I  feen  any  thing  ib  truly  majeftickas  the 
air  he  aflTumed  upon  this  occafion.  The 
great  eft  object  in  the  univerfe,  fays  a 
certain  philolbpher,  is  a  good  man 
itruggliug  with  adverfity  ;  yet  there  is 
(till  a  greater,  which  is  the  good  man 
that  comes  to  relieve  it.  After  he  had 
regarded  my  fon  for  fome  time  with 
a  fuperior  air,  '  I  again  find,'  faid 
he,  '  unthinking  boy,  that  the  fame 
'  crime — '  But  here  he  was  interrupt- 
ed by  one  of  the  gaoler's  fervants,  who 
came  to  inform  us  that  a  perfon  of  dif- 
tin&ion,  who  had  driven  into  town 
with  a  chariot  and  feveral  attendants, 
Cent  his  refpecls  to  the  gentleman  that 
was  with  us,  and  begged  to  know  when 
he  (hould  think  proper  to  be  waited 
upon.  '  Bid  the  fellow  wait,'  cried 
our  guelt,  '  till  I  mall  have  leifure  to 
'  receive  him;'  and  then  turning  to 

my 


VICAR    OF    WAKEFIELD. 


my  fon,  '  I  ngain  find,  Sir,'  proceeded 
lie,  '  that  you  are  guilty  of  the  i.mic 
4  offence  for  which  you  once  had  my 
4  reproof,  and  for  which  the  law  is  no\v 
4  preparing  it's  julrcit  punishments. 
4  You  imagine,  perhaps,  that  a  con- 
'  tempt  for  your  own  life,  gives  you  a 
t  to  take  that  of  another:  hut 
'  where,  Sir,  is  the  difference  between 
«  a  duellilt  who  hazards  a  life  of  no 
4  value,  and  the  murderer  whoacls  with 
1  greater  fecurity  ?  Is  it  any  diminu- 
4  tion  of  the  gamefter's  fraud,  when  he 
4  allc-dges  that  he  has  ftaked  a  counter  ?' 
4  Alas,  Sir,'  cried  I,  '  whoever  you 
'  are,  pity  the  poor  mifgtiided  crea- 
'  ture;  for  what  he  has  aone  was  in 
lience  to  a  deluded  mother,  who 
4  in  the  bitternefs  of  her  refentment 
4  required  him  upon  her  blefling  to 

*  avenge   her   quarrel.     Here,   Sir,   is 

*  the  letter,  which  will  ferve  to  con- 
4  vince  you  of  her   imprudence,    and 
4  diminifh  his  guilt.' 

He  took  the  letter,  and  haftily  read 
it  over.  4  This,'  lays  he,  '  though 
4  not  a  perfect  excufe,  is  fuch  a  pallia- 

*  tion   of  his  fault,  as  induces  me  to 
4  forgive  him.— And  now,  Sir,'   con- 
tinued he,   kindly  taking  my   fon   by 
the  hand,  '  I  fee  you  are  furprized  at 
4  finding  me  here ;  but  I  have  often 
4  vifited    piilons    upon    occasions    lefs 
4  interefting.     I  am  now  come  to  fee 
4  juftice  done  a  worthy  man,  for  whom 
4  I   have   the   mod   fmcere  erteem.     I 
'  have  long  been  a  difguifed  fpeclator 
4  of  thy  father's  benevolence.     I  have 
*•  at  his  little  dwelling  enjoyed  refpecl 
4  uncontaminated  by  flattery,  and  have 
4  received   that   happinefs  that  courts 
4  could  not  give,    from  the  amufmg 
4  fimpliciry  round  his  fire-fide.     My 
4  nephew  has  been  apprized  of  my  in- 
4  tentions  of  coming  here,  and  I  find 
4  is    arrived ;   it  would   he    wronging 
*.  him  and  you  to  condemn  him  with- 
4  out  examination:  if  there  be  injury, 
4  there  fh  all  be  red  re  fs  ;  and  this  I  may 
4  fay  without  boalling,  that  none  have 
4  ever  taxed  the  injuitice  of  Sir  Wil- 
4  liam  Thornhill.' 

We  now  found  the  perfonage  whom 
we  had  fo  long  entertained  as  an  harm- 
lefs  amufmg  companion,  was  no  other 
than  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Thorn- 
hill,  to  whole  virtues  and  fingulariiies 
Icarce  any  were  Grangers.  The  poor 
Mi\  Burchell  was  in  reality  a  man  of 
large  fortune,  and  great  intereft  5  to 


whom  fenates  lilter.cd  with  applaufc, 
and  whom  party  heard  with  convic- 
tion ;  who  was  the  friend  of  his  coun- 
try, but  loyal  to  his  king.  My  poor 
wife  recollecting  her  former  familia- 
rity, feemed  to  mrink  with  apprehcn- 
fion  ;  but  Sophia,  who  a  few  moments 
before  thought  him  her  own,  no  .• 
ceiving  the  immenfc  diftance  to  which 
he  was  removed  by  fortune,  was  un- 
able to  conceal  her  tears. 

4  Ah,  Sir,'  cried  my  wife,  with  a 
piteous  afpecl,  *  how  is  it  poflible  that 
4  I  can  ever  have  your  forgivenefs  ;  the 
4  flights  you  received  from  me  the  lalt 

*  time  I  had  the  honour  of  feeing  you 
4  at  our  houfe,  and  the  jokes  which  I 
4  audacioufly  threw  out;  thefe,  Sir,  I 
4  fear,  can  never  be  forgiven  I' 

4  My  dear  good  lady,'  returned  he 
with  a  fmile,  '  if  you  had  your  joke, 
4  I  had  my  anfwcr:  I'll  leave  it  to  all 
4  the  company  if  mine  were  not  as  good 
4  as  yours.  To  fay  the  truth,  I  knovr 
4  nobody  whom  I  am  difpofed  to  be 
4  angry  with  at  prefcnt  but  the  fellow 
4  who  fo  frighted  my  little  girl  here. 
4  I  had  not  even  time  to  exHmine  the 
4  rafcal's  perfon  fo  as  to  defcribe  him 
4  tn  an  advertifement.  Can  you  tell  me, 
4  Sophia,  my  dear,  whether  you  mould 
4  know  him  again  ?' 

4  Indeed,  Sir,'  replied  flie,  4  I  can't 
4  be  pofitive  ;  yet,  now  I  recollect,  he 
4  had  a  large  mark  over  one  of  his  eye- 
4  brows.' — '  I  afk  pardon,  Madam,* 
interrupted  Jenkinfon,  who  was  by, 
4  but  be  fo  good  as  to  inform  me  if" 
4  the  fellow  wore  his  own  red  hair  ?' 
— '  Yes,  I  think  fo,'  cried  Sophia. 
4  And  did  your  honour,'  continued  he, 
turning  to  Sir  William,  4  obl'crve  the 
4  length  cj"  his  legs  ?' — '  I  can't  be 
4  fure  of  their  length,'  cried  the  baro- 
net, '  but  I  am  convinced  of  thCir 
4  fwiftnefs ;  for  he  out-ran  me,  which 
4  is  what  I  thought  few  men  in  the 
4  kingdom  could  have  done.' — 4  Pleafe 
4  your  honour,'  ciied  Jenkinfon,  4  I 

*  know   the   man  :   it    is  certainly    the 
4  fame;  the  beft  runner  in  England; 
4  he  has  beaten  Pinwire  of  N^wcaftle  ; 
4  Timothy  Baxter  is  his  name,  I  know 
4  him  perfectly,  and  the  very  place  of 
4  his   retreat   this    moment.     If  your 
«*  honour  will  bid  Mr.  Gaoler  let  two 

4  of  his  men  go  with  me,  I'll  engage 
4  to  produce  him  to  you  in  an  hour  at 
4  fanhefh'  Upon  this  the  gaoler  was 
called,  who  inftantly  appearing,  Sir 
La  .iia.. 
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William  demanded  if  rje  knew  him. 
'  Yes,  pleafe  your  honour,'  replied  the 
gaoler,  '  I  know  Sir  William  Thorn- 
hill  well,  and  every  body  that  knows 
any  thing  of  him,  will  defire  to  know 
more  of  him.'—-'  Well  then,'  laid 
tbe  baronet,  '  my  requeft  is,  that  you 
will  permit  this  man  and  two  of  your 
fervants  to  go  upon  a  mefTage  by  my 
authority  ;  and  as  I  am  in  the  com- 
mifiion  of  the  peace,  I  undertake  to 
fecure  you.'—'  Your  promife  is  fiif- 
ficient,'  replied  the  othsrj  «  and  you 
may  at  a  minute's  warning  fend  them 
over  England  whenever  your  honour 
thinks  fit.' 

In  purfuance  of  the  gaoler's  com- 
pliance, Jenkinfon  was  difpatched  in 
iearch  of  Timothy  Baxter,  while  we 
were  amufed  with  the  afliduity  of  our 
youngeft  boy  l>iil,  who  had  juft  come 
in  and  climbed  up  to  Sir  William's 
neck  in  order  to  kifs  him.  His  mo- 
ther was  immediately  going  to  chaftife 
his  familiarity,  but  the  worthy  man 
prevented  her;  and  taking  the  child, 
all  ragged  as  he  was,  upon  his  knee, 
«  What,  Bill,  you  chubby  rogue,'  cried 
he,  '  do  you  remember  your  old  friend 
'  Burcheli  ?— and  Dick  too,  my  honeft 

*  veteran,  are  you  here !  you  fhall  find 

*  I   have  not   forgot   you.'  So  faying, 
he  gave  each  a  large  piece  of  ginger- 
bread, which  the  poor  fellows  cat  very 
heartily,  as  they  had  got  that  morning 
but  a  very  fcanty  breakfaft. 

We  no-v  fate  down  to  dinner,  which 
was  almoft  cold  ;  but  previously*  my 
arm  ftill  continuing  painful,  Sir  Wil- 
Jiatn  wrote  a  piefcription,  for  he  had 
inade  the  ftudy  of  phyfick  his  arnuie- 
jnent,  and  was  more  than  moderately 
flcilled  in  the  profeffion  :  this  being 
fent  to  an  apothecary  wlio  lived  in  the 
place,  my  arm  was  drefied,  and  I  found 
almoft  inftantaneous  relief.  We  were 
waited  upon,  at  dinner  by  the  gaoler 
himfelf,  who  was  willing  to  do  our 
i  gueft  all  the  honour  in  his  power. 
B-;  be-fore  we  had  well  dined,  another 
mefftge  wa>;  1  v -u^ht  from  his  nephew, 
del-ring  per:nii{ion  to  appear,  ;n  order 
to  vindicate  his  innocence  and  honour; 
with  which  reqiiefi  the  bnroner  Com- 
plied, and  dtfired  Mr.  Thornhill  to  be 
introduced. 

C  II  A  P.     XII. 

FORMER.  BENEVOLENCE  NOW  RE- 


PAID WITH  UNEXPECTED  INTE- 
REST. 

MR  Thornhill  made  his  entrance 
with  a  fmile,  which  he  feldom 
wanted,  and  was  going  to  embrace  his 
uncle,  which  the  other  repulfed  with 
an  air  of  difdain.  '  No  fawning,  Sir, 
'  at  prefent,'  cried  the  baronet,  with 
a  look  of  feverity,  '  the  only  way  to 

*  my  heart  is  by  the  road  of  honour; 
'  but  here  I  only   fee  complicated   in- 
'  ftances  of  falfhood,  cowardice,   and 
'  oppreffion.     How  is  it,  Sir,  that  this 
'  poor  man,    for  whom   I   know    you 

*  profefTed  a  friendship,    is   ufed  thus 
'  hardly?  His  daughter  vilely  feduced, 
'  as  a  recompence   for   his  hofpitality, 
'  and    He   himfelf  thrown    into  prifon 

*  perhaps  but  for  refenting  the  infult  ? 
'  His  ion  too,   whom   you    feared   to 

*  face  as  a  man 

'  Is  it  poffible,  Sir,'  interrupted  his 
nephew,  *  that  my  uncle  could  object 
'  that  as  a  crime,  which  his  repeated 
'  inltruftions  alone  have  perfuadeu  me 
1  to  avoid. ' 

'  Your  rebuke,'  cried  Sir  William, 
'  is  ju(t;  you  have  ailed  in  this  in- 

*  ftance    prudently    and   well,    though 
'  not  quite  as  your  father  would  have 
'  done :  my  brother  indeed  w.is'the  foul 
'  of   honour;   but    thou— — yes,   you 
'  have  a£ted  in  this  initance  perfectly 
'  right,  and  it  has  my  warmeit  appro* 
'  bation.' 

'  And  I  hope,'  faid  his  nephew, 
'  that  the  relt  of  my  conduct  will  not 
'  be  found  to  deferve  cenfure.  I  ap- 
'  peared,  Sir,  with  this  gentleman's 
'  daughter  at  feme  places  of  publick  a- 

*  mufement;    thus    what   was    levity, 
'  fcandal  called  by  a  hardier  name,  and 
'   it  was  reported  that  I  had  debauched 
'   her.     I   waited  on  her  father  in  per- 

*  fon,  willing  to  clear  the  thing  to  his 
'  fatisfafUon,  and  he  received  me  only 
«  with  infult  and  abufe.     As  for  the 
'  relf,   with   regard  to  his  being  here, 
'  my  attorney  and  tteward  can  belt  in- 
'   form   you,  as  I  commit  the  manage- 
4  ment  of  bufmefs  entirely  to  them.  If 
'  he   has  contracted   debts  and   is   un- 
'  willing  or  even  unable  to  pay  them, 
'  it  is  their  buluufs  to  proceed  in  this 
'   manner,  anil  I  fee  nu  hardfliip  or  in- 
«  j a, lice   in    purfuing    the    mott    legal 

*  inenns  of  redreis.' 

'   If  this,'  cried    Sir,  William,  '  be 

'  as  you  have  ftated  it,  there  is  nothing 

'  unpardonable 
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*  unpardonable  in  your  offences;  nn<l 
'  though    your   conduct    might    have 
4  been  more  generous,  in  not  fuffering 
'  this  gentleman  to  be   opprefied   by 
'  1'uh'iidiiute  tyranny,  yet  it  has  been 

*  at  lealt  equitable.' 

4  He  cannot  contradict  a  fingle  par- 

*  ticular,'  replied  the  fquire  ;  '  I  defy 
'  him  to  do  fo,  and  fcveral  of  my  ler- 
'  vants  are  ready  to  atteft  what  I  i  y. 
'  Thus,    Sir,'    continued  he,  finding 
that  I  was  filent,  for  in  fact  I  could 
not  contradict  him  ;  «  thus,    Sir,  my 
'  own   innocence  is  vindicated  :    but 
'  though  at  your  intreaty  I  am  ready 
'  to  forgive  this  gentleman  every  other 

*  offence,   yet   his  attempts  to   leflen 

*  me  in  your  efteem,  excite  a  ident- 
'  ment   that    I   cannot  govern ;    and 
'  this  too  at  a  time  when  his  fon  was 
'  actually  preparing  to  take  away  my 
'  life;    this,  I   fay,   was  fuch  guilt, 
'  that  I  am  determined  to  let  the  law 
'  take   it's    courfe.     I  have  here  the 
'  challenge  that  was  fent  me,  and  two 
'  witnefTes  to  prove  it ;  one  of  my  fer- 
'  vants  has  been  wounded  dangeroufly, 

*  and  even  though  my  uncle  bimfelf 
'  fhould  dUTuade  me,  which  I   know 
'  he  will  not,  yet  I  will  lee  publick 

*  jufticedone,and  heflnll  fuffer  for  it.' 
'    Tiiou    monlter,'1  cried    my    wife, 

'  halt  thou  not  had  vengeance  enough 
4  already,  but  muft  my  poor  boy  feel 

*  thy  cruelty  ?  I  hope  that  good   Sir 
'  William  will  protect  us,  for  my  fon 
'  is  as  innocent  as  a  child;  I  am  Cure 
'  he  is,  and  never  did. harm  to  man.' 

'  Madam,'  replied   the  good    man, 

*  your   wiflics   fur  his    lately  are  not 
'  greater  than  mine  ;  but  I  am  lorry 
'  to  find  his   guilt   too  plain  ;  and  if 
'  my  nephew  pt-r lifts '    But  the  ap- 
pearance of  Jenkmfon  and  the  gaoler's 
two  fervants  now  called  off  our  atten- 
tion,   who  entered    hauling  in  a    tall 
man,  very  genteely  dreflcd,  and  anfwer- 
ing  the  delci  iption  already  «.;iven  of  that 
ruffian  who  had  r.mird  off  my  daugh 
ter — '  Here,'  cried  Jenkmfon,  pulling 
him  in,  «  here  we  have  him  ;  and  if 
'  ever  there  was  a  candidate  for  Ty- 

*  burn,  this  is  one.' 

The  moment  Mr.  Thornhill  perceiv- 
ed the  prifoner,  and  Jenkinfon,  who 
had  him  ii\  cuftody,  he  feemed  to 
mrink  backward  witn  terror.  His  face 
became  pale  with  confcious  guilt,  and 
he  would  bave  withdrawn ;  but  J_-nkin- 
i'or.r  who  perceived  his  dcfign,  Hupped 


him.  '  What,  fquire,'  cried  he,  '  are 
youafhamrd  ofyoortwoold  acquain- 
tances, Jenkinl'on  and  B.ixier  ?  But 
this  is  the  wuy  that  all  great  men  for- 
get their  friends,  though  I  am  re- 
lolved  we  will  not  forget  you.  Our 
prifoner,  pleafc  your  honour,'  con- 
inucd  he,  turning  to  Sir  Wjllum, 
has  already  confided  all.  This  is 
the  gentleman  reported  to  be  dange- 
roufly  wounded  :  he  declares  that  it 
was  Mr.  Thornhill  who  firft  put  hint 
upon  this  affnir;  that  he  gave  him 
the  cloaths  he  now  wears  to  appear 
like  a  gentleman,  and  furnilhed  him 
with  the  poft-chaile.  The  plan  was 
laid  between  them,  that  he  mould 
carry  off  the  young  lady  to  a  place 
of  fafety,  and  that  there  he  mould 
threaten  and  terrify  her;  but  Mr. 
Thornhill  was  to  come  in,  in  themean. 
time,  as  if  by  accident,  to  her  refcue, 
and  that  they  ftiould  fight  a  while, 
and  then  he  was  to  have  run  off,  by 
which  Mr.  Thornhill  would  have  the 
better  opportunity  of  gaining  her  af- 
fections himlelf  under  the  character 
of  her  defender.' 

Sir  William  remembered  the  coat  to 
have  beL-n  frequently  worn  by  his  ne- 
phew, and  all  the  reft  the  priloner  him- 
felf  confirmed  by  a  more  circumitan- 
tial  account  ;  concluding,  that  Mr. 
Thornhill  had  often  declared  to  him, 
that  he  was  in  love  with  both  lifters  at 
the  fame  time. 

*  Heavens,'  cried  Sir  William,' what 
a  viper  have  J  been  folienng  in  my 
bol'om!  And  fofond  of  publick  juftico 
too  as  he  fcemcd  to  be.  But  he  mall 
have  it  ;  ferure  him,  Mr.  Gaoler—- 
yet hold  ;  I  fenr  tlurs  is  not  legal 
evidence  to  detain  him.' 
Upon  this- Mr.  Thornhill,  with  the 
u'. MI  .It  humility,  intrented  that  two 
fuch  abandoned  wretches  rni^ht  not 
be  admitted  as  evidences  agamft  him, 
but  that  hislervantb  fhould  DC  examin- 
ed. '  Your fei vants!'  replied  SirWil- 
liam;  '  wretch,  call  them  yours  no 
'  longer.  But  com-..-,  lei  us  hear  what 
'  thvjk-  fellows  have  to  lay.  Let  his 
'  butler  be  call 

When  the  butler  was  introduced,  he 
foon  perceived  by  his  fvrmor  mailer's 
looks  ihat  all  his  power  was  now  over. 
«  JYil  me,'  cried  Sir  William  fternly, 
'  h.ue  you  ever  frcn  your  mafter,  and 
'  that  t'tllow  drefled  up  in  Ins  cloarhs, 
«  in  company  together  ?'— 'Yes,  pleafe 

'  your 
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'  your  honour,'  cried  the  butler,  '  a 

*  thoufand  times  :  he  was  the  man  that 

*  always   brought   him  his  ladies/—- 

*  How,'  interrupted  youngMi  .Thorn- 
hill,    '    this  to  my  face  ! — '  Yes,1  re- 
plied   the   butler,  «  or  to  any  man's 
'  face.     To  tell  you  a  truth,    Mafter 
'  Thornhill,  I  never  either  loved  you 
«  or  liked  you,  and  I  don't  care  if  I 
'  tell  you  now  :t  piece  of  my  mind.' — 
'  Now  then,'   cried  Jenkinfon,    '   tell 
'  his  honour  whether  you  know  any 
'  thing  of  me/—'  I  can't   lay,'   re- 
plied the  butler,   *  that  I  know  much 
'  good  of  you.    The  night  that  gentle- 
'  man's  daughter  was  deluded  to  our 
'  houle,  you   were  one    of   them/ — 

*  So  then,' cried  Sir  William,  '   I  find 
«  you  have  brought  a  very  fine  witnefs 

*  to  prove  your  innocence  :  thou  ft;. in 
'  to  humanity  !  to  affociate  with,  fucli 
«  wretches! — But,'  (continuing  his  ex- 
amination)   *   you  tell  me,   Mr.  But- 
«  ler,    that    this  was  the   perfon  who 
<  brought  him   this  old    gentleman's 
'  daughter.' — '    No,  pleale  your  ho- 

*  nour,'  replied  the  butler,   '   he  did 
'  not  bring  her,  for  the  fquire  himfelf 

*  undertook    that    bufmeis  ;     but    he 

*  brought  the  prieft  that  pretended  to 
'  marry  them/ — '  It  is  but  too  true,* 
cried  Jenkinibn,   '   I  cannot  deny  it  ; 
'  that  was   tlie  employment  afligned 
'  me,  and  I  contefs  it  to  my  confu- 

*  fion.' 

'  Good  heavens  !'  exclaimed  the 
baronet,  '  how  every  new  difcovery 
'  of  his  villainy  alarms  me!  All  his 

*  guilt  is   now  too  plain,   and  I  find 

*  his  preient  profecution  was  dictated 

*  by  tyranny,  cowardice,  and  revtn»e  : 
'  at  my  requeft,   Mr.  Gaoler,  fet  this 
«  young   oHicer,    now   your   priJojser, 

*  free,  and  trull  to  me  for  the  confe- 

*  quences.     I'll  m;>ke  it  my  bufind's 
«  to  fet  the  affair  in  a  propir  light  to 

*  my   friend   the  magi  It  rate  who  has 

*  committed  him.     But  where  is  the 
'  unfortunate  young  lady  hv?ri"dl  ?    let 
'  her  appear  to  confront  this  wretch  ; 

*  I  long  to  know  by  what  aits  he  has 
«  {educed  her.    Intreat  her  to  come  in. 
«  Where  is  (he  f 

'  Ah,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  that  queftioa 
'  flings  me  to  the  heart  ;  I  was  once 

*  indeed    happy    in    a   daughter,    but 
'  her    miferies '     Another    inter- 
ruption  here  prevented  me;    for  who 
ihould  make-her  appearance  but  Mifs 


Arabella  Wilmot,  who  was  next  day 
to  have  been  married  to  Mr.  Thorn- 
hill.  Nothing  could  equal  her  fur- 
prize  at  feting  Sir  William  and  his 
nephew  here  before  her;  for  her  arri- 
val was  quite  accidental.  It  happen- 
ed tint  ,!ie  and  the  old  gentleman  her 
fathei  were  palling  through  the  town, 
on  the  wav  to  her  aunt's,  who  h  id  in- 
fifted  that  her  nuptials  with  Mr. Thorn- 
hill  fhould  be  conlummated  at  her 
houfe  ;  but  (topping  for  refreshment, 
they  put  up  at  an  inn  at  the  other  end  of 
the  town.  It  was  there  from  the  win- 
dow that  the  young  lady  happened  to 
ohlerve  one  of  my  little  boys  playing 
in  the  ilreet,  and  inftantly  fending  a 
footman  to  bring  the  child  to  her,  flie 
learned  from  him  fome  account  of  our 
misfortunes  ;  but  was  (till  kept  ig- 
norant of'  young  Mr.  Thornhill's  he- 
ing  the  caufe.  Though  her  father 
made  feveral  remon  ft  ranees  on  the  im- 
propriety of  going  to  a  prifon  to  vilit; 
us,  yet  they  were  ineffectual  :  (he  de- 
fired  the  child  to  conduct  her,  which 
he  did,  and  it  was  thus  me  fin-prized 
us  at  a  juncture  fo  unexpected. 

Nor  can  I  go  on,  without  a  reflection 
on  thofe  accidental  meetings,  which, 
though  they  happen  every  day,  ieldoin 
excite  our  Ait-prize  but  upon  fome  ex- 
traordinary occaiion.  To  what  a  for- 
tuitious  concurrence  do  we  not  owe 
every  pleafure  am)  convenience  of  our 
Jives!  How  many  feeming  accidents 
rmift  unite,  before  we  can  be  cloathed 
or  fed  !  The  peafant  mult  be  difpoled 
to  labour,  the  {hewer  muft  fall,  the 
wind  fill  the  merchant's  fail,  or  num- 
bers mult  want  the  uiual  fupply. 

We    all   continued   filent   for  fome 

moments,  while  my  charming  pupil, 

which  was  the  name  I  generally  gave 

this  young  lady,  united  in   her  looks 

compafllon    and    aftonimment,    which 

gave    new    finishing    to    her    beauty. 

'  Indeed,    my   dear   Mr.   Thornhill,' 

cried   flie  to  the  fquire,   who  me  fup- 

pofed  was  come  here  to  luccour,  and 

not  to  opprefs  us,  '  I  take   it  a   little 

unkindly  that  you  fhouid  come  here 

without  me,  or  never  inform  me  of 

the  iituation  of  a  family  fo  dear  to 

us   both  :   you   know  I  mould  take 

as  much  pleafure  in  contributing  to 

the  itiief  of  my  reverend  old  mailer 

here,  whom'  I   fhail  ever  efteem,  as. 

you  can.     But  I  find  that,  like  your 

*  uncle. 
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*  uncle,  you  take  a  pleafure  in  doing 

in  iecret.' 

'   He  rind   pleafure  in  doing  good! ' 
ci it-il    Sir  William,  interrupting  her; 
my   dear,    his   pleafures    I  : 
;is  lie  is.     You  lee  in  him,  Ma- 
1   (lain,   a:,  compleat  a  villain  a 

;  .iced  humanity.  A  wretch,  who, 
'  alter  having  deluded  this,  poor  man's 

*  daughter,  after  plotting  againlt  the 
'  innocence  of  her  filler,  has  thrown 
'  the  father  into  prii'on,  and  the  eldelt 

*  fon  into  fetters,  hecaufe  he  had  o.u- 
'  rage  to  face  his  betrayer.     And  give 
'   me  leave,   Ala  Jam,   now  10  congra- 

*  tulate  you  upon  an  el'cape  from  the 

*  embraces  of  fuch  a  monltcr.' 

4  Ogoodnels,'  cried  the  lovely  "ill, 
'  how  have  I  been  deceived  !  Mr. 
'  Thornhill  informed  me  tor  certain, 
'  that  this  gentleman's  eldeft  i'on,  Cap- 
f  tain  Primrofe,  was  gone  off  to  Ame- 

*  nca  with  his  new- married  lady.' 

'  My  fweeteft  mils,'  cried  my  wife, 
'  he  has  told  you  nothing  but  falle- 
'  hoods.  My  Ion  George  never  left 
'  the  kingdom,  nor  never  was  mar- 
'  ried.  Though  you  have  forfaken 
4  him,  he  has  always  loved  you  too 

*  well  to  think  of  any  body  elfe  j    and 
'  J  have  heard  him   lay  he  would   die 

*  a  bachelor  for  your  fake.'     She  then 
proceeded  to  expatiate  upon  the  fince- 
rity  of  her  fon's   palfion,  (lie  fet  his 
duel  with  Mr.  Thornhill  in  a  proper 
light,  from  thence  me   made  a  rapid 
digrefllon  to  the  fquire's  debaucheries, 
his  pretended   marriages,    and   ended 
with   a  molt  infulling  pi<£lure  of  his 
cowardice. 

'  Good  heavens  !'  cried  Mifs  Wil- 
mot,  '  how  very  near  have  I  been  to  the 
bi  ink  of  ruin  !  But  how  great  is  my 
pleal'ure  to  have  efcaped   it !     Ten 
thoufand  fal  (hoods  has   this  gentle- 
man told  me  !     He  had   at  lull  art 
enough  to  perfuade  me  that  my  pro- 
mile  to  the  only  man  I  elteemed  was 
no   longer   binding,    fince   he    had 
been  unfaithful.     By   his  falfhoods 
I   was  taught  to  detclt  one  equally 
brave  and  generous  !' 
But  by  this  time  my  fon  was  freed 
from  the  incumbrances  of  jultice,  as 
the  perfon   fuppofed   to   be   wounded 
was  detected  to  be  an  impoftor. 
Jenkinfon  aljb,  who  had  acted  as  his 
.valet  de  chambre,  had  drelfed  up  his 
hair,   and  furnifhed  him   with  what- 
ever was  necelTary  to  make  a  genteel 


appearance.     He  now  therefore  enter- 
ed,   handlbmcly    dicficd  in  his  regi- 
mentals;  and,  without  vanity,  (for  I 
um  above  it)  he  appeared  as  handfome 
a  tellow  as  .  ver  wore  a  military  drels. 
As  he  entered,  he  made  Mifs  Wilmot 
a  nvodclt  and  diltanr  bow,  for  he  was 
not  as  yet  acquainted  with  the  change 
which  theeloquence  of  his  mother  had 
wrought  in  his  favour.     But  no  de- 
corums could  n-ftrain   the  impatience 
or  his  bluihing  mirhefs  to  be  forgiven. 
Her  tears,  her  looks,  all  contributed 
to  difcover  the  real  fentations  of  her 
heart,  for  having  forgotten  her  former 
proiniie,  and  having  fuflvred  herfelf  to 
be  deluded  by  an  impoitor.     My  fon. 
appeared  amazed  at  her  condefcenfion, 
and    could    fcarce    believe    it    real.— • 
Sure,  Madam,'  cried  he,  '  this  is  but 
delufioo  !   I  can  never  have  merited 
this!   To  be  blefled  thus,  is  lo  be  too 
happy.' — <  No,   Sir,'  replied  (he,  «  I 
have  been  deceived,  bafely  deceived, 
elfe  nothing   could  have  ever  made 
me    unjult    to   my    promife.      You. 
know  my  friendfhip,  you  have  long 
known  it  ;   but  forget  what  I  have 
done,  and  as  you  once  hud  my  warm- 
eft  vows  of  conltancy,  you  lhall  now 
have  them  repeated  ;  and  be  allured 
that  if  yourArabella  cannot  be  yours, 
me  fliall  never  be  another's.' — 'And 
no  other's  you   (hall  be,'  cried  Sir 
William,  '  if  I  have  any  influence  with 
'  your  father.' 

This  hint  was  fufHcient  for  my  fon 
Mofts,  who  immediately  flew  to  the 
inn  where  the  old  gentleman  was,    to 
inform  him  of  every  circumllance  that 
had  happened.     But  in  the  mean  time 
the  {'quire,  perceiving  that  he  was  on. 
every    nde  undone,   now   rinding  that 
no  hopes  were  left  from  flattery  or  dif- 
flmulation,  concluded   that   his   wiled 
way  would  be  to   turn    and   face  his 
puriuers.  Thus,  laying  afide  all  mime, 
he  appeared    the  open   hardy  villain. 
I  find  then,'  cried  he,  «  that  I  am 
to  expeft  no  juttice  here  ;   but  I  am 
refolved.  it  mail  be  done  me.     You 
fliall    know,    Sir,'    turning    to    Sir 
William,  '  I  am  no  longer  a  poor  de- 
pendant upo*n  your  favours.    I  fcorn 
them.     Nothing  can  keep  Mifs  \Vii- 
mot's   fortune   from    me,    which,   I 
thank  her  father's  allidiiity,  is  pretty 
large.     The   articles,  and    a    bond 
for  her  fortune,  are  ligned,  and  fafe 
in  my  politiiion.    It  svas  her  fortune, 
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'  not  her  perfon,  that  induced  me  to' 
'  wilh  for  this  match  ;  and  poire/red 
'  of  the  one,  let  who  will  take  the 
«  other.' 

This  was  an  alarming  blow  ;  Sir 
William  was  fenfible  of  the  juftnefs  of 
his  claims,  for  he  had  been  inftrumen- 
tal  in  drawing  up  the  marriage- arti- 
cles himfelf.  Mils  Wilmot  therefore 
perceiving  that  her  fortune  was  irre- 
trievably loft,  turning  to  my  fon,  /he 
aflced  if  the  lofs  of  fortune  could  leffcn 
her  value  to  him  :  '  Though  fortune,' 
faid  flic,  '  is  cut  of  my  power,  at  leait 
'  I  have  my  hand  to  give.1 

•  And  that,  Madam,'  cried  her  real 
lover,  '  was  indeed  all  that  you  ever 
had  to  give  :  at  leaft,  all  that  1  ever 
thought  worth  the  acceptance.  And 
I  now  proteft,  my  Arabella,  by  all 
that's  happy,  your  want  of  fortune 
this  moment  mcreaies  my  plealure, 
as  it  fervts  to  convince  my  fweet  girl 
of  my  fincerity.' 

Mr.  Wilmot  now  entering,  hefeemed 
not   a  little  pleafed  at  the  danger  his 
daughter  had  jull  d'caped,  and  readily 
confented  to  a  diflblution  of  the  match. 
But   finding  that   her  fortune,  which 
was  f'ecured  to  Mr. Thorn  hi  1 1  by  bond, 
would  not  be  given  up,  nothing  could 
exceed    his   dilappointment.     He  now 
law  that  his  money  muft  all  go  to  en- 
rich  one  who  had  no  fortune  of  his 
own.     He  could  bear  his  being  a  ralcal, 
hut  to  want  an  equivalent  to  his  daugh- 
ter's fortune  w.is  wormwood.      He  fat 
tbeiefoif,  for  Ibme  minutes,  employed 
in  the  mod  mortifying  (peculation,  till 
Sir   William   attempted  to  lefTen    his 
anxiety.      «  I  mull  confefs,  Sir,'  cried 
he,  '  that  your  pielVnt  dilappointment 
does  not  entirely  difplea'.e  me.  Your 
immodeiate  pallion  for  wealth  is  now 
juftly   punifhed.       But    though    the 
young   lady  cannot,  be  rich,  me  has 
ftill  a   diffident  competence  to  give 
content.      Here  you    fee    an    honefi 
your.g  foldier,  who  is  willing  to  take 
her  without  fortune  ;  they  have  Jong 
loved  each  other,  and  for  the  friend - 
ihiplbear  his  father,  my  intereft  fhall 
not  be  wanting   in    his    promotion. 
Leave,  then,  that  ambition  which  dif- 
appoints   you,   and    for  once  admit 
that  hnppintis  which  couits  your  ac- 
ceptance.' 

'  Sir  William,'  replied  the  old  gen- 
tleman, •  be  aflured  1  never  yet  forced 
«  ht.r  inclinations,  nor  wiii  I  now.  If 


Hie  ftill  continues  to  love  this  young 
gentleman,  let  her  have  him  with  all 
my   heart.      There   is    ftill,    thank 
Heaven,  fome  fortune  left,  and  your 
promile  will  quake!  t  fome  thing  more. 
Only  let  my  old  friend  here'  (mean- 
ng  me)  '  give  me  a  promife  of  fettling 
hx   thoufand  pounds  upon  my  girl* 
if  ever  he   mould  come  to  his  for- 
tune, and  I  am  ready  this  night  to 
be  the  fiift  to  join  them  together.' 
As  it  now  remained  with  me  to  make 
the  young  couple  happy,  I  readily  gave 
a  promife  of  making  the  fettlement  he 
required  5  which,  to  one  who  had  fuch, 
little   expectations  as  I,  was  no  great 
favour.    We  had  now  therefore  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  feeing  them  fly  into  each 
other's  arms  in  a  tranfport.    *  After  all 
'  my  misfortunes, 'cried  my  fonGeorge, 
'  to  be   thus  rewarded  !  Sure  this   is 
'  more  than  I  could  ever  have  pivfumej 
'  to  hope  for.     To  be  poflefled  of  alt 
'  that's  good,  and  after  fuch  an  interval 
'  of  pain!  My  warmeft  wilhes  could 
'  never  rife   fo   high!'—'  Yes,  my 

*  George,'  returned   his   lovely  bride, 
'  now  let  the  wretch  take  my  fortune  \ 
f  lince  you  are  happy  without  it,  fo  am 
'  I.    O  what  an  exchange  have  I  made, 

*  from  the  bafeft  of  men  to  the  deareft, 
'  belt !  Let  him  enjoy  our  fortune  :  I 
'  now  can  be  happy  even  in  indigence/ 
— c  And   I   promife   you,'    cried   the 
fquire,   with   a   malicious  grin,  '  that 

*  I  fliall  be  very  happy  with  what  you 
'  defpile.'— «  Hold,  hold,  Sir,'   cried 
Jenkinfon,  '  there  are  two  words    to 
'  t'hat  bargain.  As  for  that  lady's  for- 
'  tune, Sir, you  mail  never  touch  a  fingle 
'  Itiver  of  it.—  Pray, your  honour,'con- 
tinucti    he  to  Sir  William,  '  can  the 
'  fquire  have  this  lady's  fortune  if  he 
'  be  married  to  another  ?'— '  How  can, 

*  you    make  fuch    a  fimple  demand  ?' 
replied  the  baronet :    '  undoubtedly  he 
'  cannot.' — '  I  am  forry  for  that, 'cried 
JenkinfoQ  j  *  for  as  this  gentleman  and 
<   I  have    been  old  fellow-fporters,  I 
'  have   a  friendmip  for  him.     But  I 
'  muft  declare,    well   as   I   love  him, 
'  that  his  contract  is  not  worth  a  to- 
'   bacco-ftopper,  for  he  is  married  al- 
'   ready.'—'  You  lye  like  a  rafcal,'  re- 
turned the  fquire,  who  feemed  rouzed 
by   this    infult;   '  I  never  was  legally 
'  married  to  any  woman.' — '  Indeed, 
«  begging  yocir  honour's  pardon,'    re- 
plied the  other,  'you  were;  and  I  hope 
«  you  will   fiiew  a   proper  return  o£ 

'  friend fhip 
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«  fi  lend  (hip  to  your  own  honeft  Jen- 
4  kinfon,  who  brings  you  a  wife,  and 
4  it  the  company  reltrains  their  curioli- 
«  ty  a  tew  minutes,  they  (hall  fee  her.' 
—So  faying,  he  went  offsvith  his  ufual 
celerity,  and  left  us  all  unable  to  form 
any  probable  conjecture  as  to  his  defign. 
'  Aye,  let  him  go,'  cried  the  fquire; 

*  whatever  elfe  I  may  have  done,  I  defy 

*  him  there.     I  am  too  old  now  to  be 

*  frightened  with  fquibs.' 

4  I  am  furprized,'  faid  the  baronet, 

*  what  tlie  fellow  can  intend  by  this. 

*  Some  low  piece  of  humour,  I  fup- 
«  pofe!'— 'Perhaps,  Sir,'  replied  I,  'he 
'  may  have  a  more  ferious  meaning.  For 

*  whenwerefleftonthevariousfchemes 
4  this    gentleman    has   laid   to  feduce 
4  innocence,  perhaps   fome  one  more 
4  artful  than  the  reft  has  been  found 
4  able  to  deceive  him.    When  we  con- 
'  fider  what  numbers  he  has  ruined, 
f  how  many  parents  now  feel  with  an- 
'  guifh  the  infamy  and  the  contamina- 
'  tion  which  he  has  brought  into  their 

*  families,  it  would  not  furprize  me  if 

*  fome  of  them — Amazement!  Do  I  fee 
4  my  loft  daughter!  Do  I  hold  her!  It 
'  is,  it  is  my  life,   my  happinefs. — I 
'  thought  thee  loft,  my  Olivia,  yet  ftill 
4  I  hold  thee,  and  ftill  thou   (halt  live 
4  to  blefs  me.'  The  warmell  tranfports 
of  the  fondeft  lover  were  not  greater 
than  mine,  when  I  faw  him  introduce 
my  child,  and  held  my  daughter  in  my 
arms,  whole  filenceonly  fpoke  her  rap- 
tures.   «  And  art  thou  returned  to  me, 
4  my  darling,' cried  I,  'tobemycom- 
'  fort  in  age !' — '  That  (he  is,'  cried 
Jenkinfon,  '  and  make  much  of  her, 

*  for  flie  is  your  own  honourable  child, 

*  and  as  honeft  a  woman  as  any  in  the 

*  whole  room,  let  the  other  be  who  fhe 
'  will.— And  as  for  you,  fquire,  as  fure 
4  as  you  ftand  there,  this  young  lady 
4  is  your  lawful  wedded  wife.     And 
4  to  convince  you  that  I  fpeak  nothing 
4  but    truth,   here   is    the  licence  by 
'  which  you  were  married  together.'  So 
faying,  he  put  the  licence  into  the  ba- 
ronet's hands,  who  read  it,  and  found 
it  perfeft  in  every  refpeft.    '  And  now, 
4  gentlemen,'  continued  he,    '  I  find 

*  you  are  furprized  at  all  this  j  but  a 
4  few  words  will  explain  the  difficulty. 
4  That  there  fquire  of   renown,    for 

*  whom  I  have  a  great  friendfhip,   but 

*  that's   between  ourfelves,  has  often 
4  employed  me  in  doing  odd  little  things 


for  him.  Among  the  reft,  he  com- 
milfioned  me  to  procure  him  a  falfe 
licence  and  a  falfe  prieft,  in  order  to 
deceive  this  young  lady.  But  as  I 
was  very  much  his  friend,  what  did 
I  do,  but  went  and  got  a  true  licence 
and  a  true  piieft,  and  married  them 
both  as  faft  as  the  cloth  could  make 
them.  Perhaps  you'll  think  it  was 
fcenerofity  that  made  me  do  all  this. 
But  no.  Tomy  fhamelconfefs  it,  my 
only  defign  was  to-  keep  the  licence, 
and  let  the  fquire  know  that  I  could 
prove  it  upon  him  whenever  I  thought 
proper,  and  fo  make  him  come  down 
whenever  I  wanted  money.'  A  burlt 
of  pleafure  now  feemed  to  fill  the  whole 
apartment ;  our  joy  reached  even  to  the 
common  room,  where  the  prifoaert 
themfelves  fympathized, 

And  fliook  their  chains 

In  tranfport  and  rude  harmony. 

Happinefs  was  expanded  upon  every 
face,  and  even  Olivia's  cheek  feemed 
fl u(hed  with  pleaiure.  To  be  thus  rcftor- 
ed  to  reputation,  to  friends  and  fortune 
at  once,  was  a  rapture  fufficient  to  (top 
the  progrefs  of  decay,  and  re  It  ore  for- 
mer health  and  vivacity.     But  perhaps 
among  all  there  was  not  one  who  felt 
fmceier  pleafure  than  I.     Still  holding 
the  dear-loved  child  in  my  arms,  I  aiked 
my  heart  if  thefe  tranfports  were  not 
delufive.     *   How  could  you,'  cried  I, 
turning  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  '  how  could 
you  add  to  my  miferies  by  the  ftory- 
of  her  death?    But  it  matters  not; 
my  pleafure  at  finding  her  again,  is 
more  than  a  recompence  for  the  pain.* 
4  As  to  your  queltion,'  replied  Jen- 
tinfon,    '  that  is  ealily  anfwerecl.     I 
thought  the  only  probable  means  of 
freeing  you  from  prifon,  was  by  fub- 
mitting  to  the  fquire,  and  confenting 
to  his  marriage  with  the  other  young 
lady.     But  thefe  you  had  vowed  ne- 
ver to  grant  while  your  daughter  wag 
living;  there  was  therefore  no  other 
method  to  bring  things  to  bear,  but 
by  perfuading  you  that  fhe  was  dead. 
I  prevailed  on  your  wife  to  join  in 
the  deceit,  and  we  have  not  had  a  fit 
opportunity  of  undeceiving  you  till 
DOW.' 

In   the   whole  aflembly   now  there 

only  appeared  two  faces  thsft  did  not 

glow  with  tranfport.    Mr.  Thornhill's 

M  affuranct 
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afturance  had  entirely  forfaken  him: 
ke  now  faw  the  gulph  of  infamy  and 
want  before  him,  and  trembled  to  take 
the  plunge.  He  therefore  fell  on  his 
knees  before  his  uncle,  and  in  a  voice 
of  piercing  mifery  implored  companion, 
Sir  William  was  going  to  fpurn  him 
away,  but  at  my  requeft  he  raifed  him ; 
and  after  paufmg  a  few  moments, 
4  Thy  vices,  crimes,  and  ingratitude,' 
cried  he,  «  deferve  no  tendernefs ;  yet 
thou  (halt  not  be  entirely  forfaken ;  a 
bare  competence  ftiall  be  fupplied,  to 
fupport  the  wants  of  life,  but  not 
it's  follies.  This  young  lady,  thy 
wife,  mall  be  put  in  poffeffion  of  a 
third  part  of  that  fortune  which  once 
was  thine,  and  from  her  tendernefs 
alone  thou  art  to  expect  any  extra- 
ordinary fupplies  for  the  future.'  He 
was  going  to  exprefs  his  gratitude  for 
fuch  kindnefs  in  a  let  fpeech ;  but  the 
baronet  prevented  him,  by  bidding  him 
not  aggravate  his  meannefs,  which  was 
already  but  too  apparent.  He  ordered 
him  at  the  fame  time  to  be  gone,  and 
from  all  his  former  domefticks  tochufe 
one,  fuch  as  he  fhould  think  proper, 
which  was  all  that  fhould  be  granted 
to  attend  him. 

As  foon  as  he  left  us,  Sir  William 
very  politely  ftepped  up  to  his  new  niece 
•with  a  fmile,  and  wifhed  her  joy.  His 
txample  was  followed  by  Mifs  Wilmot 
and  her  father ;  my  wife  too  kifTed  her 
daughter  with  much  affection,  as,  to 
ufe  her  own  expreffion,  (he  was  now 
made  an  honeft  woman  of.  Sophia 
and  Mofes  followed  in  turn,  and  even 
eur  benefactor  Jenkinfon  defired  to 
be  admitted  to  that  honour.  Our  fa- 
tisfaction  feemed  fcarce  capable  of  in- 
creafe.  Sir  William,  whole  greateft 
pleafure  was  in  doing  good,  now  looked 
round  with  a  countenance  open  as  the 
1'un,  and  faw  nothing  but  joy  in  the 
looks  of  all  except  thofe  of  my  daugh- 
ter Sophia,  who,  for  ibme  reafons  we 
could  not  comprehend,  did  not  feem 
perfectly  fatisfied.  '  I  thinknow,' cried 
he  with  a  fmile,  '  that  all  the  com- 
pany, except  one  or  two,  feem  per- 
fectly happy.  There  only  remains  an 
act  of  juftice  for  me  to  do.  You  are 
lenfible,  Sir,'  continued  he,  turning 
o  me,  '  cf  the  obligations  we  both 
owe  Mr.  Jenkinfon.  And  it  is  but 
j  uft  we  mould  both  reward  him  for 
it.  Mifs  Sophia  will,  I  am  fure, 
make  him  very  happy,  and  he  fhall 


'  have  from  me  five  hundred  pounds 
'  as  her  fortune,  and  upon   this  I  ana 

*  fure  they  can  live  very  comfortably 

*  together. — Come,  Mifs  Sophia,  what 
'  fay  you  to  this  match  of  my  making  ? 

*  Will  you  have  him  ?'    My  poor  girl 
feemed  almoft  finking  into  her  mother's 
arms  at  the  hideous  propofal.    '  Have 
'  him,  Sir!'    cried  (lie  faintly.     '  No, 

*  Sir,  never.'—'  What,'  cried  he  again, 
'  not  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  your  benefactor, 
'  a  handfome  young  fellow,   with  five 

*  hundred  pounds  and  good  expecta- 
'  tions!'— •<  I  beg,  Sir,'   returned  (he, 
fcarce  able  to  ipeak,  '  that  you'll  de- 
'  filt,  and  not  make  me  fo  very  wretch- 

*  ed.'  — «   Was    ever   fuch   obftinacy 
'  known,'   cried  he  again,  *  to  refufe 

*  a  man  whom  the  family  has  fuch  in- 
'  finite  obligations  to,  who  has  pre- 
4  ferved  your  filter,  and  who  has  five 
'  hundred  pounds!     What,  not  have. 
'  him?'— 'No,  Sir,  never,'  replied  (he 
angrily;    I'd   fooner  die  firft.'— '  It" 

*  that  be  the  cafe,  then,'  cried  he,    '  i£ 
'  you  will  not  have   him — I  think  I 

*  irixift  have  you  myfelf.'    And  fo  lay- 
ing, he  caught  her  to  his  bread  with 
ardour.     '  My  lovelieft,   my  moft  fen- 
'  fible  of  girls,'  cried  he,  '  how  could 
'  you  ever  think  your  own  Burchell 
'  could  deceive  you,  or  that  Sir  Wil- 
'  liam  Thornhiil  could  ever  ceafc  to 
'  admire  a  miftrefs  that  loved  him  for 
'  himfelf  alone?  I  hate  for  feme  years 
'  fought  for  a  woman,  who,  a  Itran- 
'  ger  to  my  fortune,  could  think  that 
'  1  had  merit  as  a  man.     After  hav- 
'  ing  tried  in   vain,  even   among  the 

*  pert  and  the  ugly,  how  great  at  latt 
'  mull  be  my  rapture,  to  have  made 

*  a  conqueft  over  fuch  fenfe  and  fuch 
'  heavenly    beauty!'      Then    turning. 
to    Jenkinfon,      '   As  I    cannot,    Sir, 
'  part  with   this  young  lady   myfelf, 
'  for  (he  has  taken  a  fancy  to  the  cut 

*  of  my  face,  all  the  recompence  I  can 

*  make  is  to  give  you  her  fortune,  and 
'  you  may  call   upon  my  fteward  to- 

*  morrow    for    five  hundred  pounds.'. 
Thus  we  had  all  our  compliments  to 
repeat,  and  Lady  Thornhiil  underwent 
the  fame  round  of  ceremony  that  her 
fifter  had  done  before.     In  the  mean 
time  Sir  William's  gentleman  appear- 
ed to  tell  us  that  the  equipages  were 
ready  to  carry  us  to  the  inn,  where  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  our  reception. 
My  wife  and  I  led  the  van,  and  left 
thole  gloomy  raanlions  vf  forrow.  The 

generous 
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generous  Vnronet  ordered  forty  pounds 
to  be  rtirtrihuted  among  the  prifoners, 
and  Mi.  VVilmot,  induced  by  his  rx- 
ani't>ic,  g^tvc  half  that  him.  We  wire 
received  below  by  the  (hours  of  the  vil- 
lagers, and  I  law  and  (hook  by  the 
hand  two  or  three  of  my  honeft  pari- 
fttioners,  who  were  among  the  number. 
They  attended  us  to  our  inn,  where 
a  fuinptuous  entertainment  was  pro- 
vided, and  coarler  provifions  diltri- 
buted  in  great  quantities  among  the 
populace. 

After  fupper,  as  my  fpirits  were  ex- 
haulied  by  tlie  alteration  of  pleafure 
and  pain  which  they  kad  Curtained 
dining  the  day,  I  afked  perniilFion  to 
withdraw;  and  leaving  the  company  in 
the  inidll  of  their  mirth,  as  foon  as  I 
found  myfelf  alone,  I  poured  out  my 
heart  in  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  joy  as 
well  as  forrow,  and  then  iltpt  undif- 
tuibed  till  morning. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

THE    CONCLUSIOS. 

THE  next  morning,  as  foon  as  I 
awaked,  I  found  my  eldelt  fon 
fitting  at  my  bed-fide,  who  came  ;o  in- 
cieafe  my  joy  with  another  turn  of 
fortune  in  my  favour.  Firft  having 
releafed  me  from  the  fettlement  that  I 
had  made  the  day  before  in  his  favour, 
he  let  me  know  that  my  merchant,  who 
had  failed  in  town,  was  arrefted  at 
Antwerp,  and  there  had  given  up  effects 
to  a  much  greater  amount  than  what 
was  due  to  his  creditors.  My  boy's 
generosity  pleafed  me  almoft  as  much 
as  this  unlocked  for  good  fortune.  But 
1  had  Ibme  doubts  whether  I  ought  in 
juftice  to  accept  his  offer.  While  I  was 
pondering  upon  this,  Sir  William  en- 
tered the  room,  to  whom  I  communi- 
cated my  doubts.  His  opinion  was, 
that  as  my  fon  was  already  poflefled  of 
a  very  affluent  fortune  by  his  marriage, 
I  might  accept  his  offer  without  any 
hefitation.  His  bufmefs,  however,  was 
to  inform  me,  that  as  he  had  the  night 
before  fenc  for  the  licences,  and  ex- 
peeled  them  every  hour,  he  hoped  that  I 
would  not  refufe  my  afliftance  in  mak- 
ing all  the  company  happy  that  morn- 
ing. A  footman  entered  while  we 
were  fpeaking,  to  tell  us  that  the  mef- 
icnger  v.  as  u  turned  j  and  as  I  was  by 


this  time  ready,  I  went  down,  where  I 
found  the  whole  company  as  merry  a* 
affluence  and  innocence  could  make 
them.  However,  as  they  were  now 
preparing  for  a  very  folemn  ceremony, 
their  laughter  entirely  difplcafedune.  I 
told  them  of  the  grave,  becoming,  and 
fob!  i  me  deportment  |  they  fliould  affume 
upon  this  myftical  occafion,  and  read 
them  two  homilies  and  a  thefis  of  my 
own  competing,  in  order  to  prepare 
them.  Yet  ihcy  ftill  feemcd  perfectly 
refractory  and  ungovernable.  Even 
as  we  were  going  along  to  church,  to 
which  I  led  the  way,  all  gravity  had 
quite  forfaken  them,  and  I  was  often 
tempted  to  turn  back  in  indignation. 
In  church  a  new  dilemma  arole,  which 
promifed  no  eafy  folution.  This  was, 
which  couple  mould  be  married  firtf  ; 
my  fon' s  bride  warmly  infifted,  that 
Lady  Thornhill  (that  was  to  he) 
Ihould  take  the  lead;  but  this  the  other 
refufed  v/ith  equal  ardour,  protefting 
(he  would  not  be  guilty  of  fuch  rnde- 
nefs  for  the  world.  The  argument 
was  fupported  for  fome  time  between 
both  with  equal  obltinacy  and  good- 
breeding.  But  as  I  flood  all  this  time 
with  my  book  ready,  I  was  at  Jaft 
quite  tired  of  the  conteft,  and  (hutting 
it,  '  I  perceive,'  cried  I,  «  that  none 
'  of  you  have  a  mind  to  be  married, 
'  and  I  think  we  had  as  good  go  back 
«  again;  for  I  fuppofe  there  will  be 
'  no  bufmefs  done  here  to-day.'  T!j» 
at  once  reduced  them  to  reafon.  The 
baronet  and  his  lady  werefirft  married, 
and  then  my  foil  and  his  lovely  part- 
ner. 

I  had  previoufly  that  morning  given 
orders  that  a  coach  fhould  be  lent  for 
my  honed  neighbour  Klamborough  and 
his  family ;  by  which  means,  upon  ouc 
return  to  the  inn,  we  had  the  pleafure 
of  finding  the  two  Mifs  Flamboroughs 
alighted  before  us.  Mr.  Jenkinibn 
cave  his  hand  to  thecldeit,  and  my  ion 
Mofes  led  up  the  other;  (and  I  have 
fmce  found  that  he  has  taken  a  real 
liking  to  the  £ irl,  and  my  conient  and 
bounty  he  mall  have  whenever  he 
thinks  proper  to  demand  them.)  We 
were  no  fooner  returned  to  the  inn,  but 
numbers  of  my  parishioners,  hearing 
of  my  fuccefs,  came  to  congratulat'e 
me,  but  among  the  rert  were  thofe  who 
rofe  to  refctie  me,  and  whom  I  for- 
merly rebuked  with  fuch  fharpnefs.  I 
told  the  (torv  to  Sir  Will-am,  my  fon- 
Jn-law, 
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in-Jaw,  who  went  out  and  reproved 
them  with  great  feverity;  but  finding 
them  quite  disheartened  by  this  harih 
reproof,  he  gave  them  halt  a  guinea 
apiece  to  drink  his  health  and  raife 
their  deje&ed  fpirits. 

Soon  after  this  we  were  called  to  a 
•very  genteel  entertainment,  which  was 
drefied  by  Mr.  ThornhiU's  cook.  And 
it  n>ay  not  be  improper  to  obierve  with 
refpeft  to  that  gentleman,  that  he  now 
refides  in  quality  of  companion  at  a 
relation's  houfe,  being  very  well  liked, 
and  feldom  fitting  at  the  fide-table  ex- 
cept when  there  is  no  room  at  the  other; 
for  they  make  no  itranger  of  him.  His 
time  is  pretty  much  taken  up  in  keep- 
ing his  relation,  who  is  a  little  melan- 
choly, in  fpirits,  and  in  learning  to 
blow  the  French  horn.  My  eldeft 
daughter,  however,  ftill  remembers 
him  with  regret ;  and  me  has  even  told 
me,  though  I  make  a  great  fecrct  of 
it,  that  when  he  reforms  me  may  be 
brought  to  relent.  But  to  return,  for 
I  am  not  apt  to  digrefs  thus  ;  when 
we  were  to  fit  down  to  dinner,  our  cere- 
monies were  going  to  be  renewed. 
The  queflion  was,  whether  my  eldeft 
daughter,  a$  being  a  matron,  mould 
not  fit  above  the  two  young  brides ; 
but  the  debate  was  cut  mort  by  my  fori 
George,  who  propofed  that  the  com- 
pany ftouid  fit  indiscriminately,  every 
gentleman  by  hi*  lady.  This  was  re- 


ceived with  great  approbation  by  all, 
excepting  my  wife,  who  I  could  per- 
ceive was  not  perfectly  fatisfied,  as  me 
expefted  to  have  had  the  pleafure  of 
fitting  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and 
carving  all  the  meat  for  all  the  com- 
pany. But  notwithftanding  this,  it  i* 
impofllblc  to  defcribe  our  good -hu- 
mour. I  can't  fay  whether  we  had 
more  wit  amongft  us  now  than  ufual ; 
but  I  am  certain  we  had  more  laugh- 
ing, which  anfwered  the  end  as  well. 
One  jeft  I  particularly  remember ;  old 
Mr.  Wilmot  drinking  to  Mofes,  whofe 
head  was  turned  another  way,  my  fon 
replied,  'Madam,  I  thank  you.'  Up- 
on which,  the  old  gentleman  winking 
upon  the  reft  of  the  company,  obferved 
that  he  was  thinking  of  his  miftrefs. 
At  which  jeft  I  thought  the  two  Mifs 
Flamboroughs  would  have  died  with 
laughing.  As  foon  as  dinner  was  over, 
according  to  my  old  cuftom,  I  requeft- 
ed  that  the  table  might  be  taken  away, 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  all  my 
family  aflembled  once  more  by  a  chear- 
ful  fire-fide.  My  two  little  ones  fat 
upon  each  knee,  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany by  their  partners.  I  had  nothing 
now  on  this  fide  of  the  grave  to  wifh 
for;  all  my  cares  were  over,  my  plea- 
fure was  unfpeakable.  It  now  only  re- 
mained, that  my  gratitude  in  good 
fortune  fhould  exceed  my  former  fub- 
miffion  in  adverfity. 
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OF  all  kinds  of  fatire,  there  is  none  fo  entertaining  and  univerfnlljr 
improving,  as  chat  which  is  introduced,  as  it  were,  occasionally, 
in  the  courfc  or  an  interefting  ftory,  which  brings  every  incident  home 
to  life;  and  by  reprefenting  familiar  fcenes  in  an  uncommon  and  amuf- 
ing  point  of  view,  invelts  them  with  all  the  graces  of  novelty,  while 
nature  is  appealed  to  in  every  particular. 

The  Reader  gratifies  his  curiofity,  in  purfuing  the  adve-ntures  of  a 
perfon  in  whole  favour  he  is  preporTefled ;  he  efpoufes  his  caufc,  he 
iympathizes  with  him  in  dillrefs,  his  indignation  is  heated  agaiml  the 
authors  of  his  calamity  ;  the  humane  pafiions  are  inflamed;  the  contrail 
between  dejected  virtue,  and  infulting  vice,  appears  with  greater  ag- 
gravation, and  every  impreffion  having  a  double  force  on  the  imagina- 
tion, the  memory  retains  the  circumflance,  and  the  heart  improves  by 
the  example.  The  attention  is  not  tired  with  a  bare  catalogue  of 
characters,  but  agreeably  diverted  with  all  the  variety  of  invention  ;  and 
the  viciflitudes  of  life  appear  in  their  peculiar  circumitances,  opening  an, 
ample  Held  for  wit  and  humour. 

Romance,  no  doubt,  owes  it's  origin  to  ignorance,  vanity,  and  fu- 
perdition.  In  the  dark  ages  of  the  world,  when  a  man  had  ren- 
dered himfelf  famous  for  wifdom  or  valour,  his  family  and  adhe- 
rents availed  themfelves  of  his  fuperior  qualities,  magnified  his  vir- 
tues, and  reprefented  his  character  and  perfon  as  facred  and  fuper- 
natural.  The  vulgar  eafily  fwallowed  the  bait,  implored  his  protec- 
tion, and  yielded  the  tribute  of  homage  and  praiic  even  to  adora- 
tion ;  his  exploits  were  handed  down  to  polterity  with  a  thoufand 
exaggerations;  they  were  repeated  as  incitements  to  virtue;  divine 
honours  were  paid,  and  altars  erected  to  his  memory,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  thofe  who  attempted  to  imitate  his  example ;  and 
hence  arofe  the  heathen  mythology,  which  is  no  other  than  a  col- 
lection of  extravagant  romances.  As  learning  advanced,  and  ge- 
nius received  cultivation,  thefc  (lories  were  embcllimed  with  the 
graces  of  poetry ;  that  they  might  the  better  recommend  themfelves 
to  the  attention,  they  were  fung  in  publick,  at  fcllivals,  for  the  in- 
flruction  and  delight  of  the  audience ;  and  rehearfed  before  battle 
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as  incentives  to  deeds  of  glory.  Thus  tragedy  and  the  epick  muffl 
were  born  :  and,  in  the  progrefs  of  tafte,  arrived  at  perfe&ibn.— • • 
It  is  no  wonder,  that  the  ancients  could  not  reliih  a  fable  in  profe, 
after  they  had  feen  fo  many  remarkable  events  celebrated  in  verfe, 
by  their  beft  poets;  we  therefore  find  no  'romance  among  them, 
during  the  aera  of  their  excellence,  unlefs  the  Cyroprcdia  of  Xeno- 
phon  may  be  fo  called;  and  it  was  not:  till  arts  and  fciences  be* 
gan  to  revive,  after  the  irruption  of  the  Barbarians  into  Europe, 
that  any  thing  .of  this  kind  appeared.  But  when  the  minds  of 
men  were  debauched  by  the  impoiition  of  priefl-craft  to  the  moft 
abfurd  pitch  of  credulity ;  the  authors  of  romance  arofe,  and  lofing 
fight  of  probability,  filled  their  performances  with  the  moft  mon- 
ilrous  hyperboles.  If  they  could  not  equal  the  ancient  poets  in. 
point  of  geniu.;,  they  were  refolved  to  excel  them  in;  ficlion-,  and  ap- 
ply to  the  wonder  rather  than  the  judgment  of  their  readers.  Accord- 
ingly they  brought  necromancy  to  their  aid;  and inftead  of  fupporting 
the  character  of  their  heroes  by  dignity  of  fentiment  and  practice,  dif- 
tinguiihed  them  by  their  bodily  Itrength,  activity,  and  extravagance  of 
behaviour.  Although  nothing  could  be  more  ludicrous  .and  unnatural 
than  the  figures  they  drew,  they  did  not  want  patrons  and  admirers, 
and  the  world  actually  began  to  be  infefted  with  the  fpirit  of  knight- 
errantry  ;  when  Cervantes,  by  an  inimitable  piece  of  ridicule,  re- 
formed the  tafte  of  mankind,  reprefenting  chivalry  in  the  right  point 
of  view,  and  converting  romance  to  purpofes  far  more  ufeful  and 
entertaining,  by  making  it  afiume  the  fock,  and  point  out  the  folTies'of 
ordinary  life. 

The  fame  method  has  been  praftifed  by  other  Spanifh  and  French 
authors,  and  by  none  more  fuccefsfully  than  by  Monfieur  Le  Sage,  who, 
in  his  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias,  has'defcribed  the  knavery  and  foibles  of 

fife,   with  infinite  humour  and  fagacity. —The' following  meets  I 

.have  modelled  on  his  plan,  taking  the  liberty,  however,  to  differ  from 
him  in  the  execution,  where  I  thought  his  particular  fixations  were 
uncommon,  extravagant,  or  peculiar  to  the  country  in  which  the  fcene 

is  laid. The  difgraces  of  Gil  Bias  are,  for  the  moft  part,  fuch  aaf 

rather  excite"  mirth'than  companion ;  h:e  himfelf  laughs  at  them;  and 
his  tranfitions  from  diftrefs  to  happjnefs,  or  at  leaft  eafe,  are  fo  fudden, 
that  neither  the  reader  has  time  to  pity  him,  nor  himfelf  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  affliction.  This  condudl,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  de- 
viates from  probability,  but  prevents  that  generous  indignation  which 
ought  to  animate  the  reader,  againft  the  fordid  and  vicious  difpofition 
of  the  world. 

I  have  attempted  to  reprefent  modeft  merit  ftruggling  with  every 
difficulty  to  which  a  friendlefs  orphan  is  expofed,  from  his  own  want 
of  experience,  as  well  as  from  the  felfifhnefs,  envy,  malice,  and 

bafe  indifference  of  mankind. To  fecure  a  favourable  prepoffeflion, 

I  have  allowed  him  the  advantages  of  birth  and  education,  which 
in  the  feries  of  his  misfortunes  will,  I  hope,  engage  the  inge- 
nuous more  warmly  in  his  behalf;  and  though  I  forefee,  that  fome 
people  will  be  offended  at  the  mean  fcenes  in  which  he  is  involved, 
I  perfuade  myfelf  the  judicious  will  not  only  perceive  the  neceility  of 
defcribing  thofe  fituations  to' which  he  muft  of  courfe  be  confined, 
in  his  low  eftate,  but  alfo  find  entertainment  in  viewing  thofe  parts 
of  life,  where  the  tumours  and'paffions  are  difguifed  by  affectation, 

ceremony, 
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ccrcmonr,  or  education  ;  and  the  whimfical  peculiarities  of  difpofition' 

;irpr.M    .1    "-tyre  has   implanted  them. Hut,    I    believe,  I  need  not 

tiuulile  nnfclf  in  \  .;  a  practice  authorized  by  the  bell  writer* 

in  this  v,:>v,  Ionic  of"  whom  1  have  already  named. 

.    intelligent  reader  will,  at  firft  fight,  perceive  I  haye  not  de- 
J    from  nature  in   tlje  facls  ;     which  aie   all   true   in   the    main, 
although  the  circumilances  arc  altered  and  difguifed,  to  avoid  perfonal 
fintlre. 

It  now  remains  to  give  my  reafons  for  making  the  chief  perfon- 

age  of  this  work  a  North  Uriton;    which    are  chiefly  thrf,.  :   1    could 

i^cnce   bellow  on  him   fuch    education  as  1   thought  the 

dignity  of  his  birth  and  character  required,  which  could  not  poflibly 

be  obtained  in    England,  by   fuch    (lender  means  as  the  nature  of  my 

plan  would   afford.      In   the  ne.vt  place,  I  could  reprelent  fnnplicity 

of  manners  in  a  remote  part  of  the  kingdom,  with  more  propriety  than 

in  any  place  near  the  capital ;   and  lalily,  the  difpofition  of  the  Scoo, 

10  travelling,  juftifies  my  condudl  in  deriving  au  adventurer 

country. 

the  delicate  reader   may  not  be  offended  at  the   unmeaning 
•   which  proc-fd   from  the  mouths  of  fome  perfons  in   thefe  me- 
moirs,  I  beg  leave  to  premife,   that  I   imagined  nothing  could  more 
•.u.iliy  tvpofe   the.abfurdity  of  fuch  miserable  expletives,   tlian  % 
rat.;  -rbal  ifprcfentation  of  the  difcourfe  in  \vhich  they  occur 
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A  Young  painter  Indulging  a  vein  of  pleafantry,  fketched  a  kind  of 
converfation-picce,  reprefenting  a  bear,  an  owl,  a  monkey,  and 
an  als ;  and  to  render  it  more  linking,  humorous,  and  moral,  diftinguifhed 
•very  figure  by  fome  emblem  of  human  life. 

Bruin  was  exhibited  in  the  garb  and  attitude  of  an  old,  toothlefs, 
drunken  foldier;  the  owl  perched  upon  the  handle  of  a  coftee-pot,  with 
fpedlacles  on  his  nofe,  feemed  to  contemplate  a  newfpaper ;  and  theafs 
Ornamented  with  a  huge  tye-wig,  (which,  however,  could  not  conceal 
his  long  ears)  fat  for  his  picture  to  the  monkey,  who  appeared  with  the 
implements  of  painting.  This  whimfical  groupe  a/Forded  fome  mirth, 
and  met  with  general  approbation,  until  fome  mifchievous  wag  hinted 
that  the  whole  was  a  lampoon  upon  the  friends  of  the  performer:  an 
infinuation  which  was  no  fooner  circulated,  than  thofe  very  people  who 
applauded  it  before,  began  to  be  alarmed,  and  even  to  fancy  themfelves 
fignified  by  the  fevcral  figures  of  the  piece. 

Among  others,  a  worthy  perfonage  in  years,  who  had  ferved  in  the 
army  with  reputation,  being  incenfed  at  the  fuppofed  outrage,  repaired 
to  the  lodgings  of  the  painter,  and  finding  him  at  home,  '  Hark  ye,  Mr. 

*  Monkey,'  faid  he,  '  I  have  a  good  mind  to  convince  you,  that  though, 

*  the  bear  has  loll  his  teeth,  he  retains  his  paws,  and  that  he  is  not  fo 
'  drunk  but  he  can  perceive  your  impertinence.     'Sblood,   Sirl  that 
'  toothlefs  jaw  is  a  damned  fcandalous  libel ;  but  don't  you  imagine 
'  me  fo  chop-fallen  as  not  to  be  able  to  chew  the  cud  of  refentment.* 
— ^-Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  a  learned  phyfician,  who 
advancing  to  the  culprit  with  a  fury  in  his  afpeft,  exclaimed,  '  Suppofe 
'  the  augmentation  of  the  afs's  ears  mould  prove  the  diminution  of  the 
c  baboon's:  nay,  feck  not  to  prevaricate;  for,  by  the  beard  of  ^Bfcula- 
'  pius!  there  is  not  one  hair  in  this  periwig  that  will  not  {land  up  in 
'  judgment  to  convict  thee  of  perfonal  abufe.— Do  but  obferve,  captain, 

*  how  this  pitiful  little  fellow  has  copied  the  very  curls  ;    the  colour,  in- 

*  deed,  is  different,  but  then  the  form  and  foretop  are  quite  fimilar.'— 
While  he  thus  remonftrated  in  a  ftrain  of  vociferation,  a  venerable  fena- 
tor  entered,  and  waddling  up  to  the  delinquent,  'Jackanapes!'  cried 
he,  *  I  will  now  let  thee  fee  I  can  read  fomething  elfe  than  a  newfpa- 
'  per,  and  that  without  the  help  of  fpedlacles.     Here  is  your  own  note 
'  of  hand,  firrah,  for  money,  which  if  I  had  not  advanced,  you  your- 
'  felf  would  have  refembled  an  owl,  in  not  daring  to  fhew  your  face  by 
'  day,  you  ungrateful,  flanderous  knave  1* 

In  vain  the  aftonilhed  painter  declared  that  he  had  no  intention  to  give 
offence,  or  to  characterize  particular  perfonsi  they  affirmed  the  relem- 
blance  was  too  palpable  to  be  overlooked  ;  they  taxed  him  with  info- 
lence,  malice,  and  -ingratitude)  and  their  clamours  being  overheard 
by  the  publick,  the  captain  was  a  bear,  the  doctor  an  afs,  and  the  fenator 
an  owl,  to  his  dying  day. 
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Chriftian  reader,  I  befeech  thee,  in  the  bowels  of  the  Lord,  remem- 
ber this  example  while  .thou  art-employed  in  the  perufai  of  the  follow- 
ing Iheets;  and. feck  not  to  appropriate  to  thyfelf  that  which  equally' 
belongs  to  five  hundred  different  people.  If  thou  fhouldeftmeet  with  a 
charader  that  refle&s  thee  in  fome  ungracious  particular,  keep  thy  own 
counfel;  confider  that  one  feature  makes  not  a  face,  and  that  though 
thou  art,  perhaps,  diftingiufhed  by  a  bqttle-nofe,  twenty  of  thy  neigh- 
bours may  be  in  the  fame  predicaments 
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C  H  A  P.  I. 

OF    MY    BIRTH    AND  PARENTAGE. 

Was  born  in  the  north- 
j*  ern  part  of  this  united 
<f  kingdom,  in  the  houfe  of 
j)  my  grandfather,  a  gentle- 
-'  man  of  contiderable  for- 
tune and  influence,  who  had  on  many 
occafions  fignalized  himfelf  in  behalf  of 
his  country  ;  and  was  remarkable  for 
his  abilities  in  the  law,  which  he  exer- 
cifcd  with  great  fuccels,  in  the  ftation 
of  a  judge,  particularly  againft  beggars, 
for  whom  he  had  a  fingutar  averfion. 

My  father  (his  youngeft  fon)  falling 
in  love  with  a  poor  relation,  who  lived 
with  the  old  gentleman  in  quality  of 
houfe-  keeper,  efpoufed  her  privately  j 
and  I  was  the  firlt  fruit  of  that  marriage. 
During  her  pregnancy,  a  dream  dif- 
compofed  my  mother  ib  much,  that  her 
hufband,  tired  with  her  importunity, 
nt  bit  con(iilted  a  highland  feer,  whole 
favonrableinterpretation  he  would  have 
fecured  before-hand  by  a  bribe,  but 
found  him  incorruptible.  She.  dream- 
ed flie  was  delivered  of  a  tennis-ball, 
which  the  devil  (who,  to  her  great  fur- 
prize,  afted  the  part  of  midwife)  (truck 
Ji>  forcibly  with  a  racket,  that  it  dif- 
appeared  in  an  inftant:  and  (he  was 
for  fome  time  inconfoUb'e  for  the  lofs 
of  her  offspring  ;  when,  all  of  a  Hidden, 
flu-  h?hcld  it  return  witli  eqml  violence, 
and  enter  the  earth  beneath  her  feet, 


whence  immediately  fprung  up  a  good- 
ly tree  covered  with  bloflbms,  the  ("cent 
of  which  operated  fo  ftrongly  on   her 
nerves  that  ihe  awoke.     The  attentive 
fage,    after  fome  deliberation,  afTureJ 
my  parents,  that  their  firft-born  would 
be  a  great  traveller;  that  he  would  un- 
dergo many   dangers  and    difficulties, 
and  at  lalt  return  to  his  native   land, 
where  he  would  flouriih  in  happinefs 
.and  reputation.     How  truly  this  was 
foretold,  will  appear  in  the  lequel.     It 
was  not  long  before  fome  officious  per- 
fon  informed  my  grandfather  of  cer- 
tain  familiarities  that  parted  between 
his  fon  and  houfe-keeper,  which  alarm- 
ed him  fo  much  that,  a  few  days  after, 
he  told  my  father  it  was  high  time  for 
him  to  think  of  fettling;  and  that  he 
•had   provided   a   match   for  him,   to 
which  he  could  in  juftice  have  no  ob- 
jections.    My  father,  finding  it  would 
be  impofTible  to  conceal  his  fituatioo 
much  longer,  frankly  owned  what  he 
had  done  ;  and  exculed  Jvimfeif  for  not 
having  afked  the  confent  of  his  father, 
by  laying,  he  knew  it  would  have  been 
to  no  purpofe;  and  that,  had  his    in- 
clination been  known,  my  grandfather 
might   have  taken    fuch   mcaiurts  as 
would  have  effeclually  put  the  gratifi- 
cation of  it  out  of  his  power:  he  ., 
that   no  exceptions  cuuid  be  taken  to 
his  wife's  virtue,  birth,  bsnuiy,    and 
good-fer.fv;;  as  for  fortune,  it  was  be- 
neath   hvs  care.     The  old  gentleman, 
who  kept  all  his  pnfljons,  except  one, 
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in  excellent  order,  heard  him  to  an  end 
with  great  temper}    and   then  calmly 
aiked,   how   he  propofed  to    maintain 
iiimf'elf  and  fpoufe.      He   replied,    he 
could    be  in    no  danger  of  wanting, 
•while  his  father's  tendernefs  remained, 
•which  he  and  his  wife  mould  always 
cultivate  with  the  utmoft  veneration  : 
that  he  was  perfuaded  his   allowance 
•would  he  foitable   to   the  dignity  and 
circumftances   of  his  family;    and  to 
the  provifion  already  made  for  his  bro- 
thers   and    fitters,   who   were  happily 
fettled   under   his   protection.     'Your 
'  brothers  and  fillers,'  laid  my  grand- 
Father,   {  did  not  think  it  beneath  them 
to  coniult  me  in  an  affair  of  fuch  im- 
portance as  .matrimony  ;   neither,   I 
fuppofe,    would    you    have    omitted 
that  piece  of  duty,  had  not  you  fome 
fecret  fund   in  referve  j  to  the  com- 
forts  of  which  I  leave  you,  with  a 
deiire  that  you  will   this  night  fcek 
out   another   habitation    for  yourfelf 
ahd  wife  5  whither  in  a  fliort  time,  I 
will  fend  you  an  account  of  the  ex- 
pence  T  have  been  at  in  your  educa- 
tion,  with    a    view  of  being  reim- 
burfed.     Sir,    you    have    made    the 
grand  tour;   you  are  a  polite  gentle- 
man ;    a    very   pretty   gentleman ;  I 
I  wim  you  a  great  deal  of  joy,  and  am 
your  very  humble  fervant.'     So  fay- 
ing, he  left  my  father  in   a   fituation 
eafily  imagined.      However,  he  did  not 
long  hefitate  ;  for,  being  perfectly  well 
acquainted    with    his   father's  difpofi- 
tion,    he  did  not  doubt  that   he   was 
glad  of  this  pretence  to  get  rid  of  him  ; 
and  his  refolves  being  invariable  as  the 
laws  of  the  Medes    and  Periians,    he 
knew  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to 
attempt  him  by  prayers  and  entreaties  ; 
Co  without  any  farther  application,  he 
betook   himfelf,  with  his    difconlblate 
bed-fellow,  to  a  farm-houfe,  where  an 
old  ferVant  of  his  mother  dwelt;   there 
they  remained  for  fome  time  in  a  fitua- 
tion but  ill  adapted  to  the  elegance  of 
their  defires    and   tendernefs  of  their 
love;   which    neverthelefs    my    father 
chofe  to    endure,   rather   than   fuppli- 
cate   an  unnatural  and   inflexible  pa- 
rent :  but  my  mother,    forefeeing  the 
inconveniences  to  which  (he  muft  have 
been   expofed,    had  (lie  been  delivered 
in  this  place,  (and  her  pregnancy  was 
ver-y  far  advanced)  without  communi- 
cating her  defign  to  her  hufband,  went 
in  dilguife  to  the  houfe  of  my  grand* 


father,  hoping  that  her  tears  and  con" 
dition  would  meve  him  to  compa(Tion» 
and  reconcile  him  to  an  event  which 
was  now  irrevocably  pall.  She  found 
means  to  deceive  the  fervants,  and  was 
introduced  as  an  unfortunate  lady,  who 
wanted  to  complain  of  fome  matrimo- 
nial grievance*,  it  being  my  grand- 
father's particular  province  to  decide 
in  all  cafes  of  fcandal.  She  was  ac- 
cordingly admitted  into  his  prefence, 
where  ^difcovet  ing  herfelf,  (lie  fell  at  his 
feet,  and  in  the  moft  affefling  manner 
implored  his  forgivenefs ;  at  tiie  fame 
time,  representing  the  danger  that 
threatened  not  only  her  life,  but  that 
of  his  own  grand-child  which  was 
about  to  fee  the  light.  He  told  her 
he  was  forry  that  the  indifcretion  of  her 
and  his  fon  had  compelled  him  to  make 
a  vow,  which  put  it  out  of  his  power 
to  give  any  afiiftance.  That  he  had 
already  imparted  his  thoughts  on  that 
fubjtci  to  her  hulband,  and  was  fur- 
prized  that  they  mould  difturb  his  peace 
with  any  farther  importunity.  This 
faid,  he  retired.  The  violence  of  my 
mother's  affliction  had  fuch  an  effeft 
on  her  conftitution,  that  fhe  was  im- 
mediately feized  with  the  pains  of 
childbed;  and  had  not  an  old  maid- 
fervant,  to  whom  (lie  was  very  dear, 
afforded  her  pity  and  afliftance,  at  the 
hazard  of  incurring  my  grandfather's 
dil'pleafure,  (he  and  the  innocent  fruit 
of  her  womb  muft  have  fallen  mife- 
rable  victims  to  his  rigour  and  inhuma- 
nity. By  the  friendfhip  of  this  poor 
woman  (he  was  carried  up  to  a  garret, 
and  immediately  delivered  of  a  man- 
child,  the  (lory  of  whofe  unfortunate 
birth  he  himfelf  now  relates.  My  fa- 
ther being  informed  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, flew  to  the  embraces  of  his  dar- 
ling fpoufe,  and  while  he  loaded  his  off- 
fpring  with  paternal  careiTes,  could  not 
forbear  (bedding  a  flood  of  tears>  on  be- 
holding thedear  partner  of  his  heart  (for 
whofe  eafe  he  would  have  facrificed  the 
treafures  of  the  Eaft)  (Iretched  upon  a 
flock-bed,  in  a  miserable  apartment, 
unable  to  protect  her  from  the  incle- 
mencies of  the  weather.  It  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  the  old  gentleman  was 
ignorant  of  what  pafled,  though  he 
affe&ed  to  know  nothing  of  the  matter, 
and  pretended  to  be  very  much  iur- 
prized,  when  one  of  his  grand-children, 
by  his  eldeft  fon  deceafed,  who  lived 
with  him  as  his  heir  apparent;  acquaint- 
ed 
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ed  him  with  the  affair  j   he  determined 
then- fore  to  obferve  no  medium,   but 

irttrly    (on  the    third  day  after 

•  It-livery)    lent  her   a   perempt'iiy 
to  be  gone,  and  turned  oft"  the 

:t    who   had    pteferved    her  life. 

luluviour  fo  exalpcrated  my  tu- 
ther,  that  lie  had  recouiTe  to  the  mod 

!ul  imprecations;  and  on  his  bare 
knees  implored  that  Heaven  would  re- 
nounce him,  if  ever  he  mould  forget  or 
forgive  the  barbarity  of  his  lire.  The 
injuries  which  this  unhappy  mother 
received  from  her  removal  in  luch  cir- 
cumllances,  and  the  want  of  necefia- 
ries  where  (he  lodged,  together  with 
her  grief  and  anxiety  of  mind,  foon 
threw  her  into  a  languifhing  diibrder, 
which  put  an  end  to  her  life.  My  fa- 
ther, who  loved  her  tenderly,  was  fo 
affecled  with  her  death,  that  he  remain- 
ed fix  weeks  deprived  of  his  fenfes  : 
d'iring  which  time,  the  people  where 
he  lodged  carried  the  infant  to  the  old 
man,  who  relented  fo  far,  on  hearing 
the  melancholy  ftory  of  his  daughter- 
in-law's  death,  and  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  his  fon,  as  to  fend  the  child 
to  nurfe,  and  he  ordered  my  father  to 
be  carried  home  to  his  houfe,  where 
he  foon  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  reafon. 
Whether  this  hard-hearted  judge  felt 
any  remorfe  for  his  cruel  treatment  of 
his  fon  and  daughter;  or  (which  is 
more  probable)  was  afraid  his  charac- 
ter would  luffer  in  the  neighbourhood  j 
he  profefled  great  forrow  for  his  con- 
duel  to  my  rather,  whole  delirium  was 
fucceeded  by  a  profound  melancholy 
and  referve.  At  length  he  difappear- 
•d,  and  notwithftanding  all  imaginary 
enquiry,  could  not  be  heard  of  i  a  cir- 
cumUance  which  confirmed  molt  people 
in  the  opinion  of  his  having  made 
away  with  himfelf  in  a  fit  of  defpair. 
How  I  undei  flood  the  particulars  of  my 
birth,  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  thele 
memoirs. 


CHAP.     IL 

GROW  UP — AM  HATED  BY  MY 
RELATIONS— StNT  TO  SCHOOL 
—  NEGLECTED  BY  MY  GRAND- 
FATHER— MALTREATED  BY  MY 
MASTER  — SEASONED  TO  ADVER- 
SITY  1  FORM  CABALS  AGAINST 

THE      PEDANT — AM       DEBARRED 
TO     MY    GRANDFATHER 


—  HUNTED  BY  MIS  HEIR — 1  DE- 
MOLISH THE  TEETH  OF  l.Jt 
'I  UTOR. 

Til  10  HE  were  not  wanting  fome 
who  lufpcctcd  my  uncles  of  being 
concerned  in  my  fai tier's  faie,  on  the 
Jtippofition  that  they  would   all  llure 
in  the  patrimony  deltined  for  him  :  and 
this  copjeclure  was  Itrengthrned  by  re- 
fit-c'ling,  that  in  all  his  calamities  they 
never  difcovered    the  leaft  inclination 
to  fc-rve  him;    but  on  the  contrary,  l>y 
all  the  artifices  in  their  power;  fed  hi*1" 
father's  refentment,  and  fupported  hi» 
refolution  of  leaving  him  to  mifcry  and 
want.    But  people  <.,{  judgment  treated 
this  infmuation  as  an  idle  chimera  ;  be- 
caufe,  had  my  relations  been  fo  wicked 
as  to  confult  their  intereft  by  commit- 
ting fuch  an  atrocious  crime,  the  fate 
of  my  father  would  have  extended   to 
me   too,    whole  life  was    another  ob- 
flacle    to   their    expectation.      Mean- 
while, I  grew  apace  ;  and  as  I  ftrongly 
refembled   my    father,    who    was    the 
darling  of  the  tenants,  1  wanted   no- 
thing   which    their   indigent    circum- 
ftances  could  attord  :   bur  their  favour 
was  a  weak  refource  ngainft  the  jealous 
enmity  of  my  coufins  ;  who,  the  more 
my  infancy  promifed,    conceived    the 
more   implacable  hatred   againlt  me; 
and  before  I  was  fix  years  of  age,  h.id 
fo  effectually  blockaded   my  grandfa- 
ther, that   I  never   faw    him    but   by 
fbalth,  when  I   fometrmes  made  up  to 
his  chair  as  he  fat  to  view  his  labourers 
in  the  field  :    on  which  occtlions,  he 
would  llroak  my  head,  bid   me  be  a 
good  boy,  and  promifed  to  take  care  of 
me.     I  was   foon  after  lent  to  I'cliool 
at  a  village  hard  by,  of  which  IIK  hud 
been  dictator  time  out  of  mind  :   but, 
as   he  never   paid  for  my   board,  nor 
fupplied  me  with  cloaths,  books,  and 
other  neceflaries  I  required,  my  condi- 
tion was  very  ragged  and  contemptibh  ; 
and   the   fchoolmaller,    who,  through 
fear   of  my  grandfather,    taught    me 
gratis,  gave  himlelf  no  concern  about 
the  progrefs  I  made  under  Ivs  i^ltruc- 
tioii.     In  fpite  of  all  thele  dilnci 
and  dilgraccs,  I  became  a  gooil  profi- 
cient in  the  Latin  tongue;  and  as  foon 
as  I  could  write  tolerably,  peltered  my 
gran.  If. it  her  with  letters  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  he  lent  for  my  maltcr,  and     - 
chid  him   feveiely  for  britowing  fiicii' 
pains  on  my  education  ;    u-iiii-.g  him, 

that 


that  if  ever  I  mould  be  brought  to  the 
gallows-    for    forgery,    which    he    had 
taught  me  to  commit,  my  blood  would 
lie   on   his  head.      The   pedant,  who 
dreaded    nothing   more    than    the    dif- 
pleaiure  of  his  patron,  allured  his  ho- 
Tjour  that  the  boy'r.  ability  was   more 
owing  to    his  own  genius  and  applica- 
tion,  than    to  any   inlhuclion  or   en- 
couragement    he    received;     that    al- 
though he  could  not   divert  him  of  the 
knowledge    he   had    already   imbibed, 
tmlefs'he  would    impower  him  to  dif- 
able  his  .fingers,   he  fr.ould  endeavour, 
with  God's  help,  to  prevent  his   future 
improvement.     And   indeed   he  punc- 
tually performed  what  he  had    under- 
taken ;   for,    on    pretence    that  I  had 
•writ  impertinent  letters   to  my  grand- 
father, he  cauied  a  board  to  be  made 
•with   five   holes   in   it,   through  which 
he  thurft  the  fingers  and  thumb  of  my 
right-hand,    and  fattened   it  by  whip- 
cord to  my  wrift,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
effectually   debarred   me  the  uTe  of  my 
pen.     But  this   reftraint   I   was    freed 
from  in  a  few    days   by   an  accident 
which  happened  in  a  quarrel  between 
me  and  another  boy,  who  taking  upon 
him  to  infult   my  poverty,   I  was   fo 
ii)cenfed   at  his   ungenerous  reproach, 
:hat   with  one  ftroke  of  my   machine 
I  cut    hi,n    to    the   fkull,    to   the  great 
:v:y(ett   and    fchool-feliows, 
it- ft  him  bleeding  tin  the  ground, 
and     ran    to    inform    the     matter   of 
had   happened.       I   was  fo   fe- 
»crely  punifhed  for  this  trefpafs,   that, 
were  I   to  live  to  the  age  of  Methu- 
fatem,  the   imprefiion    it  made  on  me 
would   r.ot  be  effaced  j  no  more  than 
the  antipathy  and  horror  I   conceived 
for  i!.1^   meiciM's  tyrant  who  inflicted 
it.     The  contempt  which   my  appear- 
snce   naturally   produced  in    all    who 
faw  me,  the  continual  wants  to  which 
J   wag  expofed,  and  my  own  haughty 
dilpcfiticn,   impatient   of  affronts,  in- 
volved me  in  a   thoufand  troublefome 
adventures,   by  which  I  was  at  length 
inured  to  aaverfity,  and  emboldened  to 
itakings  far  above  my  years.     I 
was  'of'ton     inhumanly    fcourged    for 
crimes  I  did  not  commit,  becaufe,  hav- 
ing the  character  of  a  vagabond  in  the 
.;,e,  every  piece  cf  mifchief,  whofe 
author 'lay  unknown,  was  charged  up- 
on me.     I  have  been  found    guilty  of 
robbing  orchards  I    never   entered,   of 
kiting  cats  I  nsver'i  urted,  of  itealing 


gingerbread   I   never   touched,  and  of 
abufing  old  women  I  never  Taw.      Nay, 
a  Hammering  carpenter  had  eloquence 
enough  to  peifuade   my  mafti-r,   that  I 
fired  a  piitol  loaded  with  fmsll  (hot  in- 
to his  windows  :  though  my  landlady 
and  the  whole  family  bore  witnefs,  that 
I  was  a-bed  fart  afleep  at  the  time  when 
this  outrage  was  committed.       I  was 
once  flogged    for   having  narrowly  ef- 
caped  drowning,  by    the  finking  of  a 
ferry-boat  in    which  I  was   paflcnger. 
Another  time  for  having  iccovered  of 
a  bruife  occafioned  by  a  horfe  and   cait 
running  over  me.     A.  third  time,  for 
being  bit  by' a  baker's  dog.     In  fliort, 
whether  I  was  guilty   or  unfortunate, 
the  correction   and   fympathy   of   this 
arbitrary    pedagouge    were    the   fame. 
Far  from   being   fubdued   by  this  in- 
fernal u-fage,  my  indignation   triumpii- 
ed  over  that  flavifh  awe  which  had  hi- 
therto enforced  my  obedience  ;  and  the 
more    my    years    and   knowledge   in- 
creafed,  the  more  I  perceived    the   in- 
juttice  and  barbarity  of  his  behaviour. 
By  the  help  of  an  uncommon  genius, 
and  the    advice    and    direction   of  our 
ufher,  who  had  ferved  my  father  in  his 
travels,!  qiridea  furprizing  prcgrds  in 
"the  clafficks,  writing,  and  arithmeti •  L; 
fo  that  before  I  was  iwelveyears  oM, 
I  was  allowed  by  every   body  To  be  the 
befticholar  in  the  fchool.     This  qua- 
lification,  together  with  a  boklnefs  of 
temper,  and   rtrengtli  of  make,   which 
had   fubjecled  almoli  all   my    contem- 
poraries, gave  me  futh  influence  over 
them,    that    I   began    to    form    cabals 
againft    my   perfecutor ;    r.nd    was    in 
hope   of  being  able   to    bid   him  defi- 
ance in    a  very  fhort  tiro*.     B<" 
the    head    of  a    faclion    confitling    of 
thii'fy  boys,  mcft  of  them  of  my  own 
age,     I    was    determined    to  put  I  heir 
metal  to  trial,  that  I  might  know  how 
far    they  were  to  be  depended    upon^ 
before   I  put  my  grand  icherne  in  exe- 
cution j  with  this  view  we  attacked  a 
body    of    ftout    apprentices,  who  had 
taken  pofTefiion  of  a  part  of  the  ground 
allotted  to  us  for  the  fcene  of  our  di- 
verfions,  and  who  were   t'ntn    plnvirg 
at  nine-pins    on  the    f'pot  :  ln;t  I   h:td 
the  mortification    to   iee  my  adherents 
routed  in  an  inftant,  and  a  leg  of  one 
of   them   broke  in  his    flight,    by  the 
bowl     which    one    of  our  adverfaries 
had  detached  in  purfuit  of  us.     This 
difcomfiture  did  not   hinder  us   from 
engaging 
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in£  them  afterwards  in  frequent 
fkirmimrs,  which  we  maintained  by 
throwing  (lones  at  a  diltance,  wherein1 
I  received  many  wounds,  the  fears  of 
which  Hill  rem.iiii.  Our  enemies  were 
Iv  handled  an  I  interrupted  by  thei'C 
alums,  tint  they  at  la  it  abandoned 
their  conquett,  and  left  us  to  thepea;e» 
able  enjoviiuiu  of  our  own  taritniKS. 
It  would  be  endlets  to  enumerate  the 
exploits  we  performed  in  the  coinle  of 
this  confederacy,  which  becamethe  ter- 
ror of  the  whole  village;  mlomurh, 
that  when  different  interelts  divided  it, 
one  of  the  parties  commonly  courted 
the  afllftance  of  Roderick  Random  (by1 
which  name  I  was  known)  to  calt  the 
balance  and  keep  the  opj>ofite  fact ion 
in  awe.  Meanwhile,  I  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  every  play-day,  to  prefent 
. !  before  my  grandfather,  to  whom 
I  ieldom  found  acceis,  by  reafon  ofhis 
being  clofely  befieged  by  a  numerous 
family  of  his  female  grand-children, 
who,  though  they  perpetually  quarrel- 
led among  themfelves,  never  tailed  to 
join  againft  me,  as  the  common  enemy 
of  all.  His  heir,  who  was  about  the 
age  of  eighteen,  minded  nothing  l>ut 
fox-hunting,  and  indeed  was  qualified 
for  nothing  elfe,  notwithstanding  his 
grandfather's  indulgence,  in  entertain- 
ing a  tutor  for  him  at  home,  who  at 
the  lame  time  performed  the  office  of 
pariuS  clerk.  This  young  AiSleon, 
who  inherited  his  grandfather's  anti- 
pathy to  every  thing  in  (lift  re  Is,  rav^r 
let  eyes  on  me,  without  uncoupling  his 
beagles,  andhunting  me  into  lomecot- 
tage  or  other,  whither  I  generally  fled 
for  flicker.  In  this  chriftian  ainule- 
ment,  he  was  encouraged  by  his  pre- 
ceptor; who,  no  doubt,  took  fuch  op- 
portunities to  ingratiate  himfelf  with 
the  riling  lun,  oblerving  tint  the  old 
gentleman,  according  to  the  courie  of 
nature,  had  not  long  to  live,  for  ha 
vns  already  on  the  verge  of  tourl'core. 
The  behaviour  of  this  rafcally  fyco- 
phant  incenled  me  fo  much,  that  one 
d.iy,  when  I  was  beleagured  by  him 
and  his  hounds  in  a  farmei's  houfe, 
where  I  had  found  protection,  I  took 
aim  at  him  (being  an  excellent  m^rkf- 
roan)  with  a  large  pebble,  which  iti  uck 
out  four  of  his  fore  teeth,  and  tffec- 
tuilly  incapacitated  him  fur  cluing  tirc 
i.'twc  of  a  cluik. 


CHAP.     III. 

MY   MOTHFR'S   BROTHER    ARRIVES 

RILItVtS        ML A        DKSCKIP- 

TION    OP    HIM HE   GOKS   ALONG 

WITH  ME  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  MT 
GRANDFATHER— —  IS  ENCOUN- 
TERED BY  HIS  t)OOS — DEFEATS 
THKM  Al»TER  A  BLOODY  tN- 
CAGEMENT — IS  ADMITTED'  TO 
THE  OLD  GENTLEMAN— A  DIA- 
LOGUE HETWEEN  THEM. 

ABOUT  this  time  itiy  mother's 
only  brother,  who  hid  been  long 
abroad,  lieutenant  of  a  man  of  war,  ar- 
rived in  his  own  country  ;  ahere,  beinj 
informed  of  my  condition,  he  came  to 
fee  me,  and  out  of  his  flender  finances 
not  only  fupplied  me  with  what  nece/Ti* 
ries  I  wanted  for  the  prefent, but  refb!«r- 
ed  not  to  leave  the  country  until  he  haj 
prevailed  on  my  grandfather  to  fettle 
ibmtthing  handfome  for  the  future. 
This  was  a  tafk  to  which  he  was  by 
no  means  equal,  being  entirely  igno- 
rant,not  only  of  the  judge's  difpofition, 
but  allbof  the  ways  of  men  in  general, 
to  which  his  education  on  board  had 
kept  him  an  u»erftranger.  He  was  a 
ftrong-built  man,  fomewhat  bandy- 
legged, with  a  neck  like  that  of  a  bull, 
and  a  free  which  (you  might  eafily 
p^irei»e)  had  withltood  the  mod  oh- 
ttinate  nffaults  cf  the  weather.  His 
drel's  confided  of  a  1'oKlier's  coat,  al- 
teieil  for  him  by  the  (hip's  taylor,  a 
ftiipcd  flannel  jacket,  a  pair  of  red 
breeclies  japanned  with  pitch, clean  grey 
worttcd  itockings,  large  filver  bui  kle* 
that  covered  thixe-foui  ths  of  his  fiioes, 
a  filver-laccti  hat  whole  crown  over- 
lc>oketi  the  brims  about  an  inch  and 
a  half,  a  black  bob  wig  in  buckle, 
a  check  mirt,  a  filk  handkerchief,  an 
hanger  with  a  brafs  handle  girded  on 
his  thigh  by  a  tarmOied  laced  belt, 
and  a  good  oak  plant  under  his  arm. 
Thus  equipped,  he  let  out  with  me 
(who  by  his  bounty  made  a  very  de- 
cent appearance)  for  my  grind faiher't 
hooff,  where  we  wtie  faluted  by 
Jowlec  and  Cselai,  whom  my  codfm, 
young  mailer,  had  l«t  loofe  at  our 
approach.  Beinj;  well  Acquainted  with, 
the  iiw;:cracy  ci  tlufe  cuis,  I  wa»  a- 
C  bout 
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bout  to  betake  myfelf  to  my  heels, 
when  my  uncle  feized  me  with  one 
hand,  brandifhed  his  cudgel  with  the 
other,  and  at  one  blow  laid  Caetar 
fprawling  on  the  ground  :  but,  find- 
ing himfelf  attacked  at  the  fame  time 
in  the  rear  by  Jowler,  and  fearing  Cae- 
far  might  recover,  he  drew  his  hanger, 
wheeled  about,  and  by  a  lucky  ftroke, 
fevered  Jowler's  head  from  his  body. 
By  this  time  the  young  fox-hunter,  and 
three  fervants  armed  with  pitch- forks 
and  flails,  were  come  to  the  affiftance 
of  the  dogs,  whom  they  found  breath- 
Jefs  upon  the  field  :  and  my  coufin  was 
fo  provoked  at  the  death  of  his  favou- 
rites, that  he  ordered  his  attendants 
to  advance  and  take  vengeance  on 
their  executioner,  whom  he  loaded 
with  all  the  curfes  and  reproaches  his 
anger  could  fugged.  Upon  which  my 
uncle  ftepped  forward,  with  an  un- 
daunted air,  at  the  Tight  of  whofe  bloody 
•weapon  his  antagonifts  fell  back  with 
precipitation  ;  when  he  accofted  their 
leader  thus  :  '  Look'e,  brother,  your 
'.  dos;s  have  boarded  me  without  provo- 
'  cation,  what  Idid  was  in  my  own  de- 
*  fence.  So  you  had  beft  be  civil,  and 
'  let  us  (hoot  a-head,  clear  of  you.' 
Whether  the  young  fquiremifinterpret- 
ed  my  uncle's  defire  of  peace,  or  was 
enraged  at  the  fate  of  his  hounds  be- 
yond his  ufual  pitch  of  refulution,  I 
know  not;  but  he  fnatched  a  flail 
from  one  of  his  followers,  and  came 
up  with  a  mew  of  afoul  ting  the  lieute- 
nant} who,  putting  himfelf  in  a  pofture 
of  defence,  proceeded  thus  :  '  Look'e, 
«  you  lubberly  fon  of  a  w— e,  if  you 
'  come  a-thwart  me,  'ware  your  gin- 
'  gei  bread-work.  I'll  be  foul  of  your 
'  quarter,  d— n  me  !'  This  declara- 
tion, followed  by  a  flourifh  of  his 
hanger,  feemed  to  check  the  progrels 
of  the  young  gentleman's  choler ;  who, 
looking  behind  him,  perceived  his  at- 
tendants had  flunk  into  the  houle, 
ihut  the  gate,  and  left  him  to  decide 
the  contention  by  himfelf.  Here  a 
parley  enfued,  which  was  introduced 
by  my  coufin's  afking,  '  Who  the  d — 1 
are  you?  What  do  you  want  ?  Some 
fcoundrel  of  a  feaman,  I  fuppofe, 
who  has  deferted  and  turned  thief. 
But  don't  think  >ou  fhall  efcape, 
firrah  ;  I'll  have  you  hang'd,  you 
ting,  I  will  :  your  blood  fhall  pay  for 
that  of  my  two  hounds,  you  raga- 
muffin. I  would  not  have  parted 


with  them  to  fave  your  whole  gene* 
ration  from  the  gallows,  you  ruffian, 
you!'—'  None  of   your   jaw,    you 
iwab;  none  of  your  jaw  !'  replied  my 
uncle  ;     «   elfe  I  (hall   trim  your  lac'd 
jacket  for  you.  I  fhall  rub  you  down 
with  an  oaken  towel,  my  boy,  I  fhall.* 
So   faying,    he   fheathed   his   hanger, 
and  grafped  his  cudgel.    Meanwhile, 
the  people  of  the  houfe  being  alarmed, 
one  of  my  female  coufms  opened  a  win- 
dow,  and  afked  what  was  the  matter, 
'   The  matter  !'   anfwered  the  lieute- 
nant; 'no  great  matter,  young  woman. 
*•  I  have  bufmefs  with  the  old  gentle- 
*  man,  and  this  fpark,  belike,  won't 
'  allow  me  to  come  along-fide  of  him, 
'  that's   all.'     After   a  few   minutes 
paufe,  we  were  admitted  and  conduct- 
ed   to    my    grandfather's    chamber, 
through  a  lane  of  my  relations,  who 
honoured    me   with    very    fignificant 
looks,   as  I  pafled  along.     When  we 
came   into   the  judge's   prefence,   my 
uncle,  after  two  or  three  fea  bows,  ex- 
preifcd  himfelf  in  this  manner  :   '  Your 
fervant,  your  fervant.    What  cheer, 
father  ?  what  cheer  ?  I  fuppofe  you 
don't  know  me;  may-hap  you  don't. 
My  name  is  Tom  Bowling,  and  this 
here  boy,  you  look  as  if  you  did  not 
know  him   neither ;    'tis    like    you 
mayn't.     He's  new  rigg'd,  i'faith  ; 
his  cloth  don't  fhake  in  the  wind  fo 
much  as  it  wont  to  do.     'Tis  my 
nephew,  d'ye  fee,  Roderick  Random, 
your  own  flefh  and  blood,  old  gentle- 
man.— Don't  lag  a-ftern,  you  dog  1* 
pulling1  me  forward.   My  grandfather, 
who  was   laid  up  with  the  gout,  re- 
ceived this  relation,  after  his  long  ab- 
fence,-with   that  coldnefs   of  civility 
which  was  peculiar  to  him;  told  him 
he  was  glad   to  fee  him,  and  dcfircd 
him  to  fit  down.     '  Thank  ye,  thank 
'  ye,   Sir,  I  had  ss  lief  ftand  !'    faid 
my  uncle  :   '  for  my  own  part,  I  defire 
nothing  of  you  ;  but  if  you  have  any 
conference  at  all,    do  fomething  for 
this  poor  boy,  who  has  been  ufed  at 
a  very  unchntiian  rate.  Unchrirtian, 
do  I  call  it  ?  I  am  fure  the  Moors  in 
Barbary  have  more  humanity  than  to 
leave  their  little  ones  to   want.     I 
would  fain  know  why  iny  filter's  fon 
is   more   neglecled   than    that    there 
fair-weather  Jack,'   pointing  to  the 
young  /quire,    who  with  thereft  of  my 
coufms  had  followed  us  into  the  room  : 
«  Is  not  he  as  near  a- kin  to  you  as  the 
«  other? 
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other?  Is  he  not  much   handfomer 
and    better    built    tli;m    that    great 
chuckle- he.id  ?  Come,  come,  confider, 
old  gentleman,  you  are  going  in  a 
mort  time  to  give  an  account  of  your 
evil  actions.     Remember  the  wrongs 
you  did  his  father;  and  make  all  tne 
fatisfaction  in  your  power,  before  it 
be  too  late.  The  lealt  thing  you  can 
do,  is  to  fettle   his  father's   portion 
on  him.'    The   young  ladies,   who 
thought  themfelves  too  much  concern- 
ed to  contain   themfelves  any  longer, 
fet  up  their  throats  all  together  again  ft 
my  protector.     '  Scurvy  companion  ! 
laucy  tarpaulin!    rude,   impertinent 
fellow,  did  he  think  to  prescribe  to 
grand-papa !    His    fitter's   brat   had 
been  too  well  taken  care  of.  Grand- 
papa was  too  juft,  not  to  make  a  dif- 
ference between  an  unnaturr.l  rebel- 
lious fon,  and  his  dutiful  loving  chil- 
dren, who   took   his  advice   in   all 
things!'  and  fuch  expreffions,  were 
vented  againft  him  with  great  violence  j 
until  the  judge  at  length  commanded 
filence.     He  calmly  rebuked  my  uncle 
for  his  unmannerly  behaviour,  which 
he  faid  he  would  excufe  on  account  of 
his  education:  he  told   him,   he  had 
been  very  kind  to  the  boy,  whom    he 
had  kept  at  fchool  feven  or  eight  years, 
although  he  was  informed  he  made  no 
prcgrel's  in  his  learning,  but  was  ad- 
dicted to  all  manner  of  vice;  which  he 
rather  believed,  becaufe  he  himfelf  was 
witnefs  to  a  barbarous  piece  of  mif- 
chief  he  had  committed  on  the  jaws  of 
Ins  chaplain.    But,  however,  he  would 
lee  what  the  lad  was  fit  for,  and  bind 
him  apprentice  to  fome  honeft  tradef- 
man  or  other,  provided  he  would  mend 
his  manners,  and  behave  for  the  future 
as  became  him.  The  honeft  tar,  whole 
pride    and  indignation   boiled  within 
him,    anfwered   tny   grandfather,  that 
it  was  true  he  had  fent  him  to  fchool, 
but  it  had  colt  him  nothing,  for  he  had 
never  been  at  one  milling  expence,  to 
furniflj  him  with  food,  raiment,  books, 
or  other  neceflaries ;  fo  that  it  was  not 
much  to  be  wondered  at,  if  the  boy 
made  fmall  progrefsj  and  yet,  whoever 
told  him  fo,  was  a  lying  lubberly  raf- 
cal,   and  defrrved  to  be  keel-hauled  : 
for  thof  he  (the  lieutenant)  did   not 
tinderltand  thole  matters  himfelf,   he 
was  well  informed  as  how  Rory  was 
the  bed  fcholar  of  his  age,  in  all  the 
country  ;  the  truih  ot'  which  he  would 


maintain,  by    laying  a  wager  of  hit 
whole   half-year's  pay  on    the  boy's 
hr.ul  ;   (with  thcfe  words  he  pulled  out 
his  purfe,   and    challenged   the   com- 
pany:) '  Neither  is  he  predifitd  to  vice, 
as  you  affirm  ;  but  rather  left  like  a 
wreck,  d'ye  fee,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
wind  and  weather,  by  your  neglect, 
old  gentleman.  As  for  what  happen- 
ed to  your  chaplain,  I  am  only  lorry 
that  he  did  not  knock  out  the  fcoun- 
drel's  brains,  inftead  of  his  teeth.   By 
the  Lord,   if  ever   I  come   up  with 
him,  he  had  better  be  in  Greenland, 
that's   all  1     Thank   you    for    your 
courteous  offer  of  binding  the  lad  ap- 
prentice to  a  tradefman.     I  fuppofe 
you  would    make  a  taylor  of   him, 
would   you  ?    I   had  rather  fee  him 
hang'd,d'ye  fee.— -Come  along, Rory, 
I  perceive  how  the   land    lies,    my 
boy  ;  let's  tack  about  :  i'faith,  while 
I  have  a  milling,  thou  ftian't  want  a 
tefter.— B'wye,  old  gentleman,  you're 
bound  tor  the  other  world,  but  I  be- 
lieve damnably  ill  provided  for  the 
voyage.'    Thus  ended  our  vifit ;  and 
we  returned  to  the  village,  my  uncle 
muttering  curies  all   the  way  againlt 
the  old  mark  and  the  young  fry  that 
furrounded  him. 


CHAP.    IV. 

MY  GRANDFATHER  MAKES  HIS 
WILL — OUR  SECOND  VISIT — HE 
DIES — HIS  WILL  IS  READ  IN  PRE- 
SENCE OF  ALL  HIS  LIVING  DE- 
SCENDANTS  THE  DISAPPOINT- 
MENT OF  MY  FEMALE  COUSINS 
— MY  UNCLE'S  BEHAVIOUR. 

A  Few  weeks  after  our  firft  vifit,  we 
were  informed  that  the  old  judge, 
at  the  end  of  a  fit  of  thought t'ulnel's, 
which  lafted  three  days,  had  fent  for  a 
notary  and  made  his  will  ;  that  the 
diftemper  had  mounted  from  his  legs  to 
his  ftomach,  and  being  confcious  of  his 
approaching  end,  he  had  defired  to  fee 
all  his  dcfcendants  without  exception. 
In  obedience  to  this  hnr.mons,  my  un- 
cle let  out  with  me  a  lecond  time,  to 
receivethelaft  benediction  of  my  grand- 
father ;  often  repeating  by  the  road, 
'  Ey,  ey,  we  have  brought  up  the  old 
«  hulk  at  laft.  You  fhall  lie;  you 
«  fliall  fee  the  effect  of  my  admonition.' 
When  we  entered  his  chamber,  which, 
C  2  was 
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was  crouJed  with  his  relations,  we 
advanced  to  the  bed- fide,  where  we 
found  him  in  his  laft  agonies,  fupportfd 
by  two  of  his  grand-daughters,  who 
fate  on  each  fide  of  him,  fobbing  molt 
piteoufly,  and  wiping  away  the  froth 
and  flaver  as  it  gathered  on  his  lips, 
which  they  frequently  kiffed  with  a  (how 
or  great  anguifli  and  affr&ion.  My 
uncle  approached  him  with  thefe  words: 
«  What !  he's  not  a- weigh.  How  fare 

*  ye — how   fare    ye,    old    gentleman  ? 
4  Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  poor  fin- 
4  f'ul    foul !'  Upon   which   the   dying 
man  turned  his   languid  ejes  towards 
us,  and  Mr.  Bowling  went  on  :.'  Here's 

*  poor  Rorycome  to  fee  you  before  you 

*  die,  and  receive  your  bleiTmg.  What, 

*  man !  don't  defpair,  you  have  been 

*  a  great  tinner,  'tis  true  ;  what  then  ? 
'  There's    a    righteous    judge  above, 
'  an't  there?— He  minds  me  no  more 
4  than   a  porpuls.     Yes,   yes,  he's  a 
'  going ;  the  land-crabs  will  have  him, 
«  I    fee    that  :    his   anchor's    a-peak, 

*  'faith  !'      This   homely   confolation 
fcai.dalized  the  company  fo  much,  and 
efpecially    the    parfon,   who   probably 
thought  his  province  invaded,  that  we 
were  obliged    to  retire  into  the  other 
room;    where,   in  a  few   minutes,  we 
were   convinced  of    my   grandfather's 
deceafe,  by  a  di final  yell  uttered  by  the 
young  ladies  in  his  apartment:     whi- 
ther   we    immediately     halteneil,    and 
found  his  heir,  who  had  retired  a  little 
before  into  a  clolet,  under  pretence  of 
giving  vent  to  his  furrow,  aiking,  with 
a  countenance  beflubbeied  with  tears, 
if  his  grand-papa  was  certainly  dead. 

*  DeadP  lays  my  uncle,   looking  at 
the  body  ;  '  aye,  aye,  I'll  warrant  him  as 
'  dead  as  a  herring.     Odd's  fifh  !  now 

*  my  diearo  is  out  for  all  the  world. 
4  I  thought  I  flood  upon  the  foi  e-caltle, 

*  ami  law  a  parcel  of  carrion  crows 
4  foul  of  a  dead  mark  that  floated  a- 
4  long  fide,  and  the  devil  perching  on 
4  our  fprit-fail  yard,  in  the  likenefs  of 
4  a  blue  bear;   who,  d'ye  fee,  jumped 

*  over-board  upon  the  cai  cafe,  and  car- 
1  ried  it  to  the  bottom  in  his  claws.* 
•— ;   Out  upon  thee,   reprobate !'  cries 
the  parfon;   '  out  upon  thee,  blafphe- 
*,  mous  wretch  i    Dolt  thou  think  his 
'  honour's  foul  is  in  thee  pofierfion  of 

*  Satan  ?'     The  clamour  uiiinediately 
arcf'e.  and  my  poor  uncle  being  mould- 
ered from  one  corner  of  the  room  to  the 
other,  was  obliged  to  lug  out  in  his 


own  defence,  and  fwear  he  would  turti 
out  for  no  man,  till  fuch  time  as  he 
knew  who  had  a  title  to  fet  him  a-drift. 
'  None  of  your  tricks  upon  travellers  !  * 
faid  he;  «  mayhap  old  Buff  has  left  my 
kinfiiian,  here,  his  heir:  if  he  has,  it 
will  be  the  better  for  his  milerable 
foul.  Odds  bob  !  I'd  defire  no  better 
news  ;  I'dibon  make  him  a  clear  fliip, 
I  warrant  you  I1  To  avoid  any  far- 
ther difturbance,  one  of  my  grandfa- 
ther's executors,  who  was  preient,  af- 
fured  Mr.  Bowling,  that  his  nephew 
mould  have  all  manner  of  juftice  ;  that 
a  day  mould  be  appointed,  after  the  fu- 
neral, for  examining  the  papers  of  the 
deceafed,in  prtlenceofall  his  relations; 
till  which  time  every  defk  and  cabinet 
in  the  houfc  fhould  remain  clofefealed; 
and  that  he  was  very  welcome  to  be 
witnefs  to  this  ceremony,  which  was 
immediately  performed  to  his  fatisfac- 
tion.  In  the  mean  time"',  orders  were 
given  to  provide  mourning  for  all  the 
relations,  in  which  number  I  was  in- 
cluded ;  but  my  uncle  would  not  fufFer 
me  to  accept  of  it,  until  I  mould  be  af- 
fured  whether  or  no  I  had  reafon  to 
honour  his  memory  fb  far.  During 
this  interval,  the  conjectures  of  people, 
with  regard  to  the  old  gentleman's  will, 
were  various;  as  it  was  well  known 
he  had,  betides  his  landed  eltate,  which 
was  worth  700!.  per  annum,  fix  or 
feven  thoufand  pounds  at  intereft ; 
fome  imagined,  that  the  whole  real 
eltate,  which  he  had  greatly  improved, 
would  go  to  the  young  man  whom  he 
always  entertained  as  his  heir;  and 
that  the  money  would  be  equally  divi- 
ded between  my  female  cotilins  (five  in 
number)  and  me.  Others  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  as  the  reft  of  the  children  had 
been  already  provided  for,  he  would, 
only  bequeath  two  or  three  hundred 
pounds  to  each  of  his  grand-daughters, 
and  leave  the  bulk  of  the  Ann  to  me, 
to  atone  for  his  unnatural  ufage  of  my 
father.  At  length  the  important 
hour  arrived,  and  the  will  was  pro- 
duced in  the  midft  of  the  expectants, 
whole  looks  and  geftures  formed  a 
group  that  would  have  been  very 
entertaining  to  an  unconcerned  fpec- 
tator.  But  the  reader  can  fcarce  con- 
ceive the  artonimment  and  morti- 
fication that  appeared,  when  an  at- 
torney pronounced  aloud,  the  young 
fquire  (ole  heir  of  all  his  grandfa- 
ther's citate,  perfonal  and  real.  My 
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uncle,  who  ha«l  lillened  with  great 
attention,  lucking  the  head  of  hii 
cudgel  all  the  while,  accompanied 
tlitle  words  of  the  attorney  with  a 
mil  whew,  that  alarmed  the 
whole  alfembiy.  The  eldclt  and  pert- 
eft  of  my  female  competitors,  who 
had  been  always  very  officious  about 
my  grandfather's  perfon, enquired  with 
a  Faulttriltg  accent  and  vifage  as  yel- 
Jow  as  an  orange,  if  there  were  no 
legacies  ;  and  was  anfwered,  '  None 

*  at  all.'     Upon  which  me  fainted  a- 
w.iv.     The    relt,  whole  expectations, 
perhaps,  were  not   fo  ("anguine,  Itip- 
ported  their  difappointment  with  more 
resolution,  though  net  without  giving 
evident    marks    of    indignation,    and 
grief  at  lealt  as  genuine  as  that  which 
appeared  in  them  at  the  old  gentleman's 
death.     My   conductor,  after  having 
kicked  with   his  heels  for  Ic-me  time 
againft    the   wamicot,    began  :    '    So 
4  there's  no  legacy,  fiiend,  ha?  here's 
'  an   old   fuccubus ;    but    fomebody's 
'  foul  howls  for  it,  d— n  me  I"     The 
pnrlon    of  the    parifti,    who  was    one 
of  the  executors, and  had  acted  as  gholt- 
Jy  director  to  the  old  man,  no  looner 
heard  this  exclamation,  than  he  cried 
out,    '  Avail nr,    Dnchfiftiaa    reviler  I 
'  avaunt  !   Wilt  thou   not   allow    the 

*  foul  of  his  honour  to  reit  in  peace  ?' 
But   this    zealous  paftor  did   not   find 
himfelf  fo  warmly  leconded  as  former- 
ly,  by  the   youug    ladies,    who    now 
joined  my  uncle  againrt  him,  and  ac- 
cufed  him  of  having  acted  the  part  of 
a  hufy-body    with  their   grand-papa, 
whufe    ears    he  had  certainly    abuled 
by  falfe  itories,  to  their  prejudice,  or 
the  he  would  not  have  neglected  them 
in   fuch   an  unnatural  manner.     The 
young  fquiie  was  much  diverted  with 
this   fcenej  and  wh.fpered  to  my  un- 
cle, that  if  he  had  not  murdered  his 
dogs,  he  would  have  Ihewn  them  glo- 
rious fun,  by  hunting  a  black  badger  : 
fo  he   termed    the   clergyman.     The 
furly   lieutenant,  who  was   not  in  an 
humour  to  relifln  this  nmufement,  ic- 
plied,   '   You  and    your  dogs  may   be 

d — ned.  I  luppoie  you  will  find 
them  with  your  old  d  i<l,  in  the  la- 
titude of  hell. — Come,  Kory  !  about 
Ihip,  my  lad  ;  we  mult  (leer  another 
couile,  I  tliiiik.'  And  away  we 
went. 


CHAP.     V. 

THE      SCHOOLMAITER       USES      MI 

BARBAROUSLY — i  FORM  A  PRO- 
JECT OF  REVENGE,  IN  WHICH 
I  AM  ASSISTKD  BY  MY  UNCLE 
—  I  LEAVE  THE  VILLAGE — Atf 
SETTLED  AT  AN  UNiVgRSITY 
BY  HIS  GENEROSITY. 

ON  our  way  back  to  the  village, 
my  uncle  fpoke  not  a  word  du- 
ring the  fpace  of  a  whole  hour,  but 
whittled  with  great  vehemence,  the 
tune  of  Why  jbouLi  tue  quarrel  for 
riches,  Gfr.  his  vifage  being  contracted 
all  the  while'  into  a  molt  formidable 
frown.  At  length  his  pace  increafed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  left  be- 
hind a  confulerable  way:  then  he 
waited  for  me;  and  when  I  was  al- 
moii  up  with  him,  called  out  in  a 
furly  tone,  '  Bear  a  hand,  damme! 
'  mult  I  bring  to  every  minute  for  you, 
'  you  lazy  dog  !'  Then  laying  hold 
of  me  by  the  arm,  bauled  me  along  un- 
til hi.s  good-nature,  of  which  h<  had  a 
great  Ihare,  and  reflection  getting  the 
better  of  his  pallion,  h?  faid,  '  Come 
my  boy,  don't  be  calt  down  \  the 
old  rafcal  is  in  hell,  that's  lome 
fatisfaclion  :  you  mall  go  to  lea  with 
me,  my  lad.  A  light  heart  and  a 
thin  pair  of  breeches,  goet  thorough 
'be  --world,  bra<ve  boys  5  as  the 
long  goes,  eh  ?'  Though  this  pro- 
pofal  did  not  at  all  fuit  my  inclina- 
tion, I  was  afraid  of  difcovering  my 
averlion  to  ir,  left  I  mould  difoblige 
the  only  friend  I  had  in  the  world  j 
and  he  was  fo  much  a  feaman,  that 
he  never  dreamt  I  could  have  any  ob- 
jection to  his  defign ;  confequently, 
gave  himl'elf  no  tiouble  in  confulting 
my  approbation.  But  this  refolution 
was  loon  dropped,  by  the  advice  of  our 
ulher,  who  aflured  Mr.  Bowling,  it 
would  be  a  thoufand  pities  to  baulk 
my  genius,  which  would  certainly, 
one  day,  make  my  foitune  on  more, 
•Tpvided  it  received  du^  cultivation. 
Upon  which  this  generous  tar  deter- 
mined,  though  lie  could  il!  afford  it, 
to  give  me  univenlty  education;  and 
accordingly  fettled  my  baard  and  other 
txpencts,  at  a  town  not  many  miles 

tUtant, 
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diftant,  famous  for  it's  colleges,  whi- 
ther we  repaired  in  a  fliort  time.  But, 
before  the  day  of  o\ir  departuie,  the 
fchoolmafter,  who  no  longer  had  the 
fear  of  my  grandfather  before  his  eyes, 
Jaid  afide  all  decency  and    rcftraint, 
and  not  only  abufed  me  in  the  groffeit 
language  his  rancour  could  fuggeft, 
as  a  wicked,  profligate,  dull,  beggarly 
mifcreant,  whom  he  had  taught  out  of 
charity,  but  alfo  inveighed  in  the  molt 
bitter  manner  againft  the  memory  of 
the  judge,  who  by  the  bye  had  procur- 
ed that  fettlement  for  him  ;  hinting, 
in   pretty    plain  terms,    that  the  old 
gentleman's   foul  was  damned  to  all 
eternity,  for  his  injuftice  in  negle&ing 
to  pay  for  my  learning.     This  brutal 
behaviour,  added  to  the  fufferings  I 
had    formerly   undergone,    made   me 
think  it  high  time  to  be  revenged  of 
this  infolent  pedagogue.    Having  con- 
fulted  my  adherents,  I  found  them  all 
/launch  in  their  promifes  to  ftand  by 
me,    and   our   fcheme    was   this  :   In 
the  afternoon  preceding  the  day  of  my 
departure  for  the  \iniverfity,  I  refolved 
to  take  the  advantage  of  the  timer's 
going  out  to  make  water,  which  he 
regularly   did   at   four  o'clock,    and 
ihut   the  great   door,  that   he  might 
rot  come  to  the  affiftance  of  his  fupe- 
rior.     This   being   done,    the   aflault 
was  to  be  begun,  by  my  advancing  to 
my  matter  and  fpitting  in   his   face. 
J  was   to  be  feconded  by  two  of  the 
ftrongeft   boys    in    the   ichool,    who 
were   devoted   to   me  ;  their  bufmefs 
was  to  join    me  in  dragging  the  ty- 
rant to  a  bench,  over  which  he  was  to 
be  laid,  and  his  bare  pofteriors  hearti- 
ly flogged  with  his  own  birch,  which 
we  propofed  to  wreft  from  him  in  the 
ftruggle  j  but  if  we  mould  find  him 
too  many  for  us  all  three,  we  were  to 
demand  the  affiftance  of  our  competi- 
tors, who  mould  be  ready  to  reinforce 
us,  or  oppofe  any  thing  that  might  be 
undertaken    for    the    mailer's    relief. 
One   of  my   principal   afliltants    was 
called  Jeremy   Gawky,  ion  and  heir 
to  a  wealthy  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;   and  the  name  of  the  other 
Hugh   Strap,    the  cadet  of  a  family 
which  had  given  fhoemakers  to  the  vil- 
lage time  out  of  mind.     I   had  once 
faved  Gawky's  life  by  plunging  into 
a  river   and  dragging   him    on  more, 
when  he  was  on  the  point  of  being 
drowned.     I  had   often  refcued  him 
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from  the  clutches  of  thofe  whom  his 
unfufferable  arrogance  had  provoked 
to  a  refentmen-t  he  was  notable  to  fuf- 
tain  ;  and  many  times  faved  his  repu- 
tation and  pofteiiors,  by  performing 
his  exercifes  at  fchool  5  fo  that  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  he  had  a  particu- 
lar regard  for  me  and  my  interefts. 
The  attachment  of  Strap,  flowed  from 
a  voluntary,  difmteretted  inclination, 
which  had  manifeiled  itfelf  on  many 
occafions,  in  my  behalf:  he  having 
once  rendered  me  the  fame  fervice  that 
I  had  done  Gawky,  by  faving  my  life 
at  the  rifle  of  his  own  ;  and  often  fa- 
thered offences  that  I  had  committed, 
for  which  he  fuffered  feverely,  rather 
than  I  (hould  feel  the  weight  of  the 
pnnimment  I  deferved,  Thefe  two 
champions  were  the  more  willing  to 
engage  in  this  enterprize,  becaufe  they 
intended  to  leave  the  fchool  the  next 
day,  as  well  as  Ij  the  firft  being  or- 
dered by  his  father  to  return  into  the 
country,  and  the  other  being  bound 
apprentice  to  a  barber,  at  a  market 
town  not  far  off. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  uncle  being 
informed  of  my  mafter's  behaviour  to 
me,  was  enraged  at  his  infolence,  and 
vowed  revenge  fo  heartily,  that  I  could 
not  refrain  from  telling  the  fcheme  I 
had  concerted,  which  he  heard  with 
great  fatisfaftion,  and  at  every  fentence 
Iquirted  out  a  mouthful  of  fpittle, 
tinctured  with  tobacco,  of  which  he 
conftantly  chewed  a  large  quid.  At 
laft,  pulling  up  his  breeches,  he  cried, 
'  No,  no,  z — ds!  that  won't  do  nei- 
'  ther ;  howfomever,  'tis  a  bold  under- 
'  taking,  my  lad,  that  I  muft  fay, 
'  i'faith  !  but  lock'e,  look'e,  how 
'  do(t  propofe  to  get  clear  off?  won't 
'  the  enemy  give  chace,  my  boy  ? 
'  Aye,  aye,  that  he  will,  I  warrant,  and 
'  alarm  the  whole  coaii.  Ah  !  God 
'  help  thee !  more  fail  than  ballaft, 

*  Rory.     Let  me  alone  for  that;  leave 
'  the  whole  to  me,  I'll  fliew  him  the 
'  fore-top-fail,  I  will.     If  fo  be  your 
'  fliip-mates  are  jolly  boys,  and  won't 
'  flinch,  you  (hall  fee!  you  (hall  fee, 
«  egad,    I'll    play   him    a    falt-water 
'  trick,  I'll   bring  him  to   the  gang- 
'  way,  and   anoint  him  with   the  cat 
'  and  nine  tails  ;  he  /hall  have  a  round 

*  dozen    doubled,    my   lad,   he   (hall, 

*  and  be  left  lamed,  to  his   medita- 
'  tions.'     We  were  very  proud  of  our 
sffociate,  wlio    immediately    went   to 

work, 
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work,  and  prepared  the  inflrument  of 
his  revenge  with  great  (kill  and  expe- 
dition; alter  which,  he  ordered  our 
baggage  to  be  packed  up  and  fent  off, 
a  day  before  our  attempt,  and  got 
bodes  rtady  to  be  mounted  as  foon 
as  the  affair  fhouid  be  over.  At  length 
the  hour  arrived,  when  our  auxiliary, 
feizing  the  opportunity  of  the  ufher's 
abfence,  bolted  in,  lecured  the  door, 
and  immediately  laid  hold  of  the  pe- 
dant by  his  collar,  who  bawled  out, 
«  Murder  !  thieves  !'  with  the  voice 
of  a  Stentor.  Though  I  trembled  all 
over  like  an  alpcn-leaf,  I  knew  there 
was  no  time  to  be  loll,  and  according- 
ly got  up,  and  lummoncd  our  affoci- 
ates  to  my  afliltancc.  Strap  without 
any  helitation  obeyed  the  fignal,  and 
feeing  me  leap  upon  the  mailer's  back, 
i. in  immediately  to  one  of  his  legs, 
which  pulling  with  all  his  force,  his 
dreadful  adversary  was  humbled  to  the 
ground  :  upon  which  Gawky,  who 
had  hitherto  remained  in  his  place,  un- 
der the  influence  of  an  univerfal  trepi- 
dation, ha(Une;l  to  the  fcene  of  aclion, 
and  infulteil  the  fallen  tyrant  with  a 
loud  huzza,  in  which  the  whole  fchool 
joined.  This  noife  alarmed  theufher, 
who  rinding  himieif  /hut  out,  endea- 
voured, partly  by  threats  and  partly  by 
entreaties,  to  procure  admifiion.  My 
uncle  bade  him  have  a  little  patience, 
and  he  would  let  him  in  prefently:  but 
if  he  pretended  to  move  from  that  place, 
it  fhouid  fare  worfe  with  the  fon  of  a 
b— h  his  luperior,on  whom  heintendcd 
only  to  beftow  a  little  wholelbme  chai- 
tifement  for  his  barbarous  ufage  of 
Rory ;  '  to  which,'  laid  he,  '  you  are 

*  no  ItrangtT.'     By  this  time  we  had 

cd  the  criminal  to  a  polt,  to  which 
Bowling  tied  him  with  a  rope  he  had 
provided  on  purpole,  after  having  fe- 
cured  his  hands  and  (tripped  his  back.  In 
this  ludicrous  polture  he  itood  (to  the 
no  linall  entertainment  of  the  boys, 
who  crouded  about  him,  and  fhouted 
with  great  exultation  at  the  novelty  of 
the  light)  venting  bitter  imprecations 

:t  the  lieutenant,  and  reproaching 
his  fcholars  with  treachery  and  rebel- 
lion; when  the  ufher  was  admitted, 
whom  my  uncle  nccolted  in  this  uian- 
nu  ;  '  Hark'e,  Mr.  Syntax,  I  believe 
'  you  are  an  honelt  man,  d'ye  fee,  and 
'  I  have  a  refpeft  for  you  ;  but  for.all 
'  that,  we  mult  for  our  own  fecurity, 

*  d'ye  fee,  belay  you  fgr  a  Qiort  time,' 


With  tbefe  word*  he  pulled  our  Tome 
fathoms  of  cord,  which  the  hontft  man 
no  iooncr  law,  than  he  piotefted  with 
great  earneftnefs,  he  would  allow  no 
violence  to  be  offered  to  him,  at  the  fame 
time  acculing  me  of  perfidy  and  in- 
gratitude. But  Bowling  reprcfcnting 
th.it  it  was  in  vain  to  idilt,  and  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  ufe  him  with  vio- 
lence and  indecency;  but  only  to  ii.n- 
der  him  from  raffing  the  hu?  and  cry 
again  ft  us,  before  we  fhouid  be  out 
of  their  power;  he  allowed  himfelf 
to  be  bound  to  his  own  dtik,  where 
he  fat  a  fpeflator  of  the  punifhment 
inrhcled  on  his  principal.  My  un- 
cle having  uptwaided  this  arbitrary 
wretch  with  his  inhumanity  to  me, 
told  him,  that  he  propofed  to  give 
him  a  little  difcipline  for  the  good 
of  his  foul,  which  he  immediately  put 
in  practice,  with  great  vigour  and  dex- 
terity. This  fmart  application  to  the 
pedant's  withered  pofteriors,  sjave  him. 
iuch  exquifite  pain,  that  he  roared  like 
a  mad  bull,  danced,  curf.  d,  and  blif- 
phemed,  like  a  frantick  bedlamite. 
When  the  lieutenant  thought  himieif 
fufficiently  revenged,  he  took,  his  leave 
of  him  in  thefe  woids,  '  Now,  friend, 
you'll  remember  me  the  longeft  day 
you  have  to  live.  I  have  given  you. 
a  leffon  that  will  let  you  know  what 
flogging  is,  and  teach  you  to  have 
more  lyinpalhy  tor  the  future.— 
Shout,  boys;  fhout !  'This  ceremony 
was  no  fooner  over,  than  my  uncle 
propofed  they  mould  quit  the  fchool, 
and  convoy  their  old  comrade  Rory  to 
a  publick  houfe,  about  a  mile  from  the 
village,  where  he  would  treat  them  all. 
His  offer  being  joyfully  embraced,  he 
addrelil-d  himltlt"  to  Mr.  Syntax,  and 
begged  him  to  accompany  us;  but  this 
invitation  he  refined  with  great  dil- 
dain,  telling  my  benefaclor  he  was 
not  the  man  he  took  him  to  be.  'Well, 
'  well,  old  furly,'  replied  my  uncle, 
fhaking  his  hrmri,  '  tliou  art  an  ho  IK- ft 
'  fellow  notwithltandiiig  ;  and  if  ever 
'  I  have  the  command  of  a  mip,  thou 
'  fhalt  be  our  fchooimafter,  j'faith.' 
So  faying,  hedifmiffed  tht  boys  ;  and, 
locking  the  door,  lett  the  t^vo  precep- 
tors to  confole  one  another;  while  we 
moved  forwards  on  our  journey,  at- 
tended by  a  numerous  retinue,  whom 
he  treated  according  to  his  promiie. 
We  parted  with  many  tears,  and  lay 
tuat  night  at  an  inn  on  the  road,  about 

ten 
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ten  miles  ftiort  of  the  town  where  I  was 
to  remain  ;  at  which  we  arrived  next 
day,  and  J  found  I  had  no  caufe  fo 
complain  of  the  accommodations  pro- 
vided  for  me,  in  being  boarded  at  the 
houfe  of  an  apothecary,  who  had  mar- 
ried a  diltant  relation  of  my  mother. 
Jn  a  few  days  after,  my  uncle  let  out 
for  his  fhip,  having  lettled  the  necef- 
Jfary  funds  for  my  maintenance  and 
education. 


CHAP.     VI. 

I  MAKE  C5REAT  PROGRESS  IN'  MY 
STUDIES — AM  CARESSED  BY  E- 
VERY  BODY — MY  FEMALE  COU- 
SINS TAKE  NOTICE  OF  MIL — I 
REJECT  THEIR  INVITATION  — 
THEY  ARE  INCENSED  AND  CON- 
SPIRE AGAINST  ME — I  AM  LEFT 
DESTITUTE  BY  A  MISFORTUNE 

THAT       BEFALS       MY       UNCLE 

UAWKY's   TREACHERY~MY  RE- 
VENGE. 

A -6  I  was  now  capable  of  refieclion, 
I  began  to  confidei  my  precarious 
fituation  ;  that  I  was  utterly  abandon- 
ed by  thole  vvhofe  duty  it  was  to  pro- 
reft  me;  nnd  that  my  lole  dependance 
was  on  the  generofity  of  one  man,  who 
•was  not  only  expofed  by  his  profeffion 
TO  continual  dangers,  which  might  one 
tlay  deprive  me  of  him  for  ever;  but 
allb,  no  doubt,  fubjtcl  to  thofe  vicifli- 
ttides  of  difpofition,  which  a  changeof 
fortune  ufually  creates  ;  or,  which  a 
better  acquaintance  with  the  world 
might  produce  :  for  I  always  afcribed 
rtis  benevolence  to  the  dictates  of  a 
heart  as  yet  undebauched  by  a  com- 
merce with  mankind.  Alaimed  at 
thefe  confiderarions,  I  refolved  to  ap- 
ply myfelf  with  great  care  to  my  fin- 
dies,  and  enjoy  the  opportunity  in  my 
power;  this  I  did  \vith  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  in  the  i'pace  of  three  years,  I  un- 
derltood  Greek  very  well,  was  pretty 
far  advanced  in  themathematicks,  and 
no  ftranger  to  moral  and  natural  philo- 
lophy  :  logick  I  made  no  account  of; 
but,  above  all  things,  I  valued  myfelf 
on  my  taitein  the  belli  leitre,  and  a  ta- 
Jent  for  poetryj  which  had  already  pro- 
duced fome  pieces  that  met  with  a 
very  favourable  reception.  Xhefe  qua- 
lifications, added  to  a  good  face  and 
ftiape,  acquired  the  eileero  and  ac- 


quaintance of  the    moft  eonfiderable 
people  in  town,  and  I  had  the  iatisfac- 
tion  to  find  myfelf  in  (bine  degree  of 
favour  with  the  ladies  :   an  intoxicat- 
ing piece  of  good   fortune,  to  one  of 
my  amorous  complexion  !  which  I  ob- 
tained, or  at  lealt  prefei  ved,  by  grati- 
fying their   propenfity  to  icandal,  in 
lampooning  their  rivals.     Two  of  my 
female  couftns  lived  in  this  place,  with 
their  mother,   lince  the  death  of  their 
father,    who   left    his    whole   fortune 
equally  divided  between  them  ;  fo  that 
it'  they  were  not  the  molt   beautiful, 
they  were  at  lealt  the  richeft  toafts  in 
town  ;  and  received  daily  the  addrcfles 
of  all  the  beaux  and  cavaliers   of  the 
country.  Although  I  had  hitherto  been 
locked  upon  by  them  with  the  molt 
fupercillious  contempt,  my  character 
now   attracted  their   notice  fo   much, 
that  I  was  given  tounderltand  I  might 
be  honoured  with  their  acquaintance,  ii" 
J  plealed.     The  reader  will  eafily  per- 
ceive,   that  this    condefcenfion  either 
flowed  from  the  hope  of  making  my 
poetical  capacity  fubfervient   to  their 
malice,  or  at  leaft  of  fcreening  them- 
felves  from  the  lalh  of  my  re(entmentf 
which  they  had  tffeelually  provoked. 
J  enjoyed  this  triumph  wi'h  great  fatis- 
faclion  ;  and   not  only   j ejected  their 
offer  with  difdain,  but  in  all  my  per- 
formances, whether  fatire  or  panegy- 
rick,  induitrioufly  avoided  mentioning 
their  names,  even  while  I  celebrated 
thofe  of  their  intimates  :  this  negleft 
mortified  their  pride  exceedingly,  and 
incenfed  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  were  refolved  to  make  me  repent 
of  my  i-Mifference.    The  firlt  Itroke  of 
their  revenge  confilted  in  their  hiring 
a  poor  collegian  to  write  verles  again  ft 
me,  the  fubjefl  of  which  was  my  own 
poverty,  and  the  cataltropheof  my  un- 
happy parents;  but  befides  the  badncf's 
of    the    compofition    (of  which    thty 
themfelves  were  afhamed)  they  did  not 
find  their  account  in  endeavouring  to 
reproach   me  with    thofe  misfortunes 
which   they   and    their  relations    had 
brought   upon   me;   and  which,  con- 
fequently,    refltcled  much   more  dif- 
houour  on    themielvts   than   on    me, 
who  was  the  innocent  victim  of  their 
barbarity   and   avarice.     Finding  this 
plan  milcarry,  they  found  means  to  ir- 
ritate a  young  gentleman  againft  me," 
by  telling   him  I  had  lampooned  hfs 
sj  and  fo  efftflually  fucceeded 
ia 
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in  inequality  of  incendiaries,  that  thin 
.  ncd   to  fcize  me 
i  cturned    to  my 
i  friend's    houfe  th.it  ' 
•th  this  view,  he  waited  in 
the  Itrier,  attended  by  two  of  his  com- 

<,  to  whom  hf  h:ul  imparted  his 
. 

in  which  he  prop  :!';.•  I  t>  li  ive  me  hear- 
tily chirked,  notwhhftariding  the  I'eve- 
rtty  of  the  weather,  it  being  then  about 
the  middle  of  December.  .  But  this 

in  did   not  fucceed:  for,  being 

J  of  their  ambmh,  I  got  home 
another  way;  ami,  by  the  help  of  my 
landlord's  apprentice,  discharged  a  vol- 
ley from  the  garret  windows,  which 

•eat  execution  upon  them;  and 
next  day  occafionc'l  lo  much  mirth  at 
their  expence,  that  they  found  them- 
felvcs  under  the  necefluy  of  leaving  the 
town  until  the  adventure  fhould  be  en- 
tirely forgotten.  My  couiins  (though 
twice  bafllcd  in  their  expectation)  did 
not  however  defilt  from  perfecuting 
me,  who  had  now  enraged  them  beyond 
a  polfibility  of  forgivenefs,  by  detect- 
ing their  malice,  and  preventing  it's 
effects;  neither  fliould  I  have  found 
them  more  humane,  had  I  patiently 
fubmitted  to  their  rancour,  and  borne 
without  murmuring  the  rigour  of  their 
unrealbnable  hatej  for  I  have  found  by 
experience,  that  though  finall  favours 
may  be  acknowledged,  and  flight  inju- 
ries atoned,  there  is  no  wretch  fo  un- 
grateful as  he  whom  you  have  molt 
generoufly  obliged;  and  no  enemy  fo 
implacable,  as  thofe  who  have  done  you 
thegreateft  wrong.  Thefe good-natured 
creatures,  therefore,  had  recourfe  to  a 
fcheme  which  confpired  with  a  piece 
of  bad  news  I  foon  after  received,  to  give 
them  all  the  fatisfaction  they  defiied : 
this  plan  was  to  debauch  the  faith  of 
my  companion  and  confident,  who  be- 
trayed the  trull  I  repofed  in  him,  by 
imparting  to  them  the  particulars  of  my 
Imall  amours,  which  they  puhliflied 
with  fuch  exaggerations,  that  I  fuflvred 
very  much  in  the  opinion  of  every 
body,  and  was  utterly  difcarded  by  the 
dear  creatures  whofe  names  had  been 
called  in  queltion.  While  I  was  bufyin 
tracing  out  the  author  of  this  treachery, 
that  I  might  not  only  be  revenged  on 
him,  but  allo  vindicate  my  character  to 
my  friends,  I  one  day  perceived  the 
look.)  of  my  landlady  much  altered 


when  I  went  home  to  dinner;  and  en- 
quiiuig  into  the  caufe,  fhe  flcrewed  up 
her  niouili,  and  fixing  her  eyes  on  the 
ground,  told  me  her  hufband  hud  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Bowl  in/,  with 
one  incloicd  for  me;  (he  was  very  forry 
for  wh:it  had  happened,  both  for  my 
fake  and  his  own.  People  mould  be 
more  cautious  of  their  conduct.  She 
was  always  afraid  his  brutal  behaviour 
would  bring  him  into  fome  misfortune 
or  other.  As  for  her  part,  fhe  mould 
be  very  ready  to  befriend  me;  but  fhe 
had  a  (mail  family  of  her  own  to  main- 
tain. The  world  would  do  nothing 
for  her  if  (he  fliould  come  to  want; 
charity  begins  at  home:  flje  wimed  I 
had  been  bound  to  fotne  fubftantial 
handicraft,  fuch  as  a  weaver  or  a  fhoe- 
maker,  rather  than  loiter  away  my  time 
in  learning  foolifli  nonfeni'c  that  would 
never  bring  me  in  a  penny;  but  fome 
are  wile,  and  fome  are  otherwife.  I  was 
liliening  to  this  myfterious  difcour'fe 
with  great  amazement,  when  the  huf- 
band  entered,  and,  without  fpeaking  a 
fyllable,  put  both  the  letters  into  my 
hand.  I  received  them  trembling,  and 
read  what  follows; 


«   TO    MR.  ROGER  POTION. 


is  to  let  you  know  that  I 
«  have  quitted  the  Thunder  man 
of  war;  being  obliged  to  flieer  otF 
for  killing  my  captain,  which  I  did 
fairly  on  the  beach  at  Cape  Tiberoon, 
in  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola;  having 
received  his  fire  and  returned  it, 
which  went  through  his  body:  anil 
I  would  ferve  the  belt  man  fo  that 
ever  ftept  between  (tern  and  ftern,  if 
fo  be  that  he  (truck  me,  as  captain 
Oakhum  did.  I  am  (thank  God) 
faftf  among  the  French,  who  are  veiy 
civil,  thof  I  don't  understand  their 
lingo;  and  I  hope  to  be  reltored  in  a 
little  time,  for  all  the  great  friends 
and  parliamentary  intereitof  the  cap- 
tain, for  I  have  fent  over  to  my  l.ind- 
lord  in  Deal,  an  account  of  the  whole 
affair,  with  our  bearings  anJ  diftan- 
ces  while  we  were  engaged,  whereby 
I  havedefired  him' to  lay  it  before  his 
M^jelty,  who  (God  blefs  him)  will 
not  iufferan  honrlt  tar  to  be  wronged. 
D  «  My 
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*  My  love  to  your  fpoufe,  and  am  your 
«  loving  friend,  and  fervant  to  com- 
'  mand,  while 

*  THOMAS  BOWLING.' 


'   TO    RODERICK    RANDOM. 
'    DEAR    RORV, 

'  TNON'T  be  grieved  at  my  mis- 
•*^  '  fortune,  but  mind  your  book, 
my  lad.  I  have  got  no  money  to 
fend  you;  but  what  of  that!  Mr. 
Potion  will  take  care  of  you,  for  the 
love  he  bears  to  me,  and  let  you 
want  for  nothing;  and  it  fhall  go  hard 
but  I  will  fee  him  one  day  repaid. 
No  more  at  prefent,  but  refts  your 
dutiful  uncle  and  fervant,  till  death, 
4  THOMAS  BOWLING.' 

This   letter    (which   with  the  other 
was  dated  from  Port  Louis  in  Hifpa- 
jiiola)  I  had  no  fooner  read,  than  the 
apothecary,    fliaking  his   head,  began: 
I  have  a  very  great  regard  for  Mr. 
Bowling,   that's    certain,  and  could 
be  well  content}  but  times  are  very 
hard.     There's  no  fuch  thing  as  mo- 
ney to  be  got;  I  believe  'tis  all  va- 
nifhed    under-ground,  for  my  part. 
Betides,  I  have  been  out  of  pocket  al- 
ready, having  entertained  you  fince 
the  beginning  of  this   month   with- 
out receiving  a  fix-pence;  and  God 
knows    if  ever  I  (hall;   for  I  believe 
it   will  go   hard   with    your    uncle: 
and  more  than  that,  I  was  thinking 
of  giving  you  warning,  for  I  want 
your  apartment  for  a  new  prentice, 
whom  I  expeft    from    the    country 
every  hour.     So  I  defire  you  will  this 
week  provide  yourfelf  with    another 
lodging.'     The   indignation    which 
this  harangue  infpired,  gave  me  fpiiits 
to  fupport  my  reverfe  of  fortune;  and 
to  tell  him  I  defpifed  his  mean  felfifti 
difpofition   fo  much,  that  I  would  ra- 
ther ftarve  than  be  beholden  to  him  for 
one  fingle  meal.     Upon  which,  out  of 
iny  pocket-money,  I  paid  him  to  the 
laft  farthing  of  what  I  owed,  and  af- 
fured  him  I  would    not  fleep  another 
night    under    his    roof.     This  faid,  I 
fallied  out  in  a  tranfport  of  rage  and 
forrow,    without  knowing   whither  to 
fly  for  (belter,  having  not   one   friend 
in  the  world  capable  of  relieving  me, 
and  only  three  fliilliugs  in  my  purfe. 


After  giving  way  for  a  few  minutes  to 
the  dictates  of  my  rage,  I  went  and 
hired  a  (mall  bed-room  at  the  rate  of 
one  (hilling  and  fix-pence  per  week, 
which  I  was  obliged  to  pay  per  ad- 
vance, before  the  landlord  would  re- 
ceive me:  thither  I  removed  my  lug- 
gage; and  next  morning  got  up,  with 
a  view  of  craving  the  advice  and  aflif- 
tance  ofaperfon  who  had  on  all  oc- 
cafions  loaded  me  with  carefles,  and 
made  frequent  offers  of  friendfhip, 
while  I  was  under  no  neceflity  of  ac- 
cepting them.  He  received  me  with  his 
wonted  affability,  and  infifted  on  my 
breakfafting  with  him,  a  favour  which 
I  did  not  think  fit  to  refufe.  But  when 
I  communicated  tke  occafion  of  my 
vifit,  he  appeared  fo  difconcerted,  that 
I  concluded  him  wonderfully  affefled 
with  the  mifery  of  my  condition,  and 
looked  upon  him  as  a  man  of  the  moil 
extenfive  fympathy  and  benevolence. 
He  did  not  leave  me  long  under  this 
miftake;  for  recovering  himfelf  from 
his  confufion,  he  told  me  he  was 
grieved  at  my  misfortune,  and  defired 
to  know  what  had  paffed  between  my 
landlord,  Mr.  Potion,  and  me.  Where- 
upon I  recounted  the  converfation; 
and  when  I  repeated  the  anfwer  I  made 
to  his  ungenerous  remonftrance  with 
regard  to  my  leaving  his  houfe,  this 
pretended  friend  affected  a  flare,  and 
exclaimed,  '  Is  it  poflible  you  could 
*  behave  fo  ill  to  the  man  who  had  treat- 
'  ed  you  fo  kindly  all  along?'  My 
furprizeat  hearing  this  was  not  at  all  af- 
fe&ed,  whatever  his  might  be;  and  I 
gave  him  to  underfland,  with  fome 
warmth,  that  I  did  not  imagine  he 
would  fo  unreafonably  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  a  fcoundrel,  who  ought  to  be 
expelled  from  every  focial  community. 
This  heat  of  mine  gave  him  all  the 
advantage  he  defired  over  me,  and  our 
difcourie  (after  much  altercation)  con- 
cluded in  his  defiling  never  to  fee  me 
again  in  that  place;  to  which  defire  I 
yielded  my  confent,  afluring  him,  that 
had  I  been  as  well  acquainted  with  his 
principles  formerly,  as  I  was  now,  he 
never  (hould  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  making  that  requett.  And  thus  we 
parted. 

On  my  return  I  met  my  comrade 
Squire  Gawky,  whom  his  father  had 
fcnt  fome  time  ago  to  town,  for  his 
improvement  in  writing,  dancing,  fen- 
cing, and  other  modi/h  qualifications. 

As 
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As  I  had  livf;l  with  him  fincehisarrival, 
on  the  footing  of  our  old  intimacy,  I 
made  no  Ccrupla  of  informing  him  of 
the  lownefs  of  my  circumrtances,  and 
afk.  ng  a  fmall  fupply  of  money  to  an- 
my  prefeiu  t-x  pence;  upon  which 
he  pulled  out  :i  handful  of  halt-pence, 
with  a  (lulling  or  two  among  them,  and 
that  was  all  he  had  to  keep  his 
pocket  till  next  quarter-day,  he  having 
loll  the  greatelt  part  <-f  his  allowance 
the  night  before  at  billiards.  Though 
this  nftertion  might  very  well  be  true,  I 
was  extremely  mortified  at  his  indif- 
feiencc;  for  he  neither  exprefTed  any 
lympathy  for  my  mifh.ip,  nor  defne  of 
alleviating  my  dilhffs;  and  accord- 
ingly I  left  him  without  uttering  one 
word;  but  when  I  afterwards  nnder- 
ftood  that  he  was  the  perfon  who  had 
formerly  betrayed  me  to  the  malice  of 
my  confine,  to  whom  likewile  he  had 
carried  the  tidings  of  my  forlorn  fitua- 
tion,  which  affbided  them  great  matter 
of  ti  iumph  and  exultation,  I  determined 
with  inyfelf  to  call  him  to  a  fevere  ac- 
count; for  which  purpofe  I  boi  rowed 
afword,  and  wrote  a  challenge,  dcfiring 
him  to  meet  me  at  a  certain  time  and 
place,  that  I  might  have  an  opportunity 
ofpunifhing  his  perfidy,  at  the  expence 
of  his  blood.  He  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, and  I  betook  myfelf  to  the  field, 
though  not  without  feeling  confiderable 
repugnance  to  the  combat,  which  fre- 
quently attacked  me  in  cold  fweats  by 
the  way;  but  tlie  defne  of  revenge,  the 
fljame  of  retracting,  and  hope  of  con - 
queft,  confpired  to  repel  thefe  unmanly 
fymptoms  of  fear,  and  I  appeared  on 
the  plain  with  a  good  grace;  there  I 
waited  an  hour  beyond  the  time  ap- 
pointed, and  was  not  ill  pleafed  to  find 
he  had  no  mind  to  meet  me;  becaufe  I 
fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  expofmg 
his  cowardice,  difplaying  my  own 
courage,  and  of  beating  him  foundly 
vrherelbever  I  mould  find  him,  without 
any  dread  of  the  conlequence.  Elevat- 
ed with  thefe  fuggeftions,  which  en- 
tirely baniihed  all  thoughts  of  my  de- 
plorable condition,  I  went  direftly  to 
Gawky's  lodgings,  where  I  was  in- 
formed of  his  precipitate  retreat,  he 
having  fet  out  for  the  country  in  lefs 
than  an  hour  after  he  had  received  my 
billet:  and  I  was  vain  enough  to  have 
the  whole  ftory  inferted  in  the  news, 
although  I  was  fain  to  fell  a  gold-laced 
hat  to  my  landlord  for  lefs  than  half 


price,  to  defray  the  fxpenct,  and  con- 
tribute  to  my  fubfiftence. 


CHAP.     VII. 

I  AM  ENTERTAINED    BY  MR.  CRAB 

—  A  DESCRIPTION  OF  HIM — I  AC- 
C^UIRE    THE  ART  OF  SURGERY- 
CONSULT     CRAB'S     DISPOSITION 

—  BECOME    NECESSARY     TO    HIM 
—AN      ACCIDENT     HAPPENS — HK 
ADVISES     ME     TO     LAUNCH    OUT 
INTO  THE    WORLD — ASSISTS    MB 
WITH    MONEY — I    SET    OUT    FOR. 
LONDON. 

TH  E  fumes  of  my  refentment  be- 
ing diiTipated,  as  veil  as  the 
vanity  of  my  fuccefs,  I  found  myfelf 
deferted  to  all  the  horrors  of  extreme 
want,  and  avoided  by  mankind  as  a 
creature  of  a  different  fpecies,  or  ra- 
ther as  a  folitary  being,  no  ways  com- 
prehended within  the  fcheme  or  pro- 
tection of  Providence.  My  defpair  had 
rendered  me  almolt  quite  ttupified, 
when  I  was  one  day  told,  that  a  gen- 
tleman defired  to  fee  me  at  a  certain 
pubhc-houfe;  whither  immediately  I 
repaired,  and  was  introduced  to  one 
Mr.  Launcelot  Crab,  a  furgeon  in 
town,  who  was  engaged  with  two  more 
in  drinking  a  liquor  called  pop-in,  com- 
pofed  by  mixing  a  quartern  of  brandy 
with  a  quart  of  fmall  beer.  Before  I 
relate  the  occafion  of  this  meflage,  I 
believe  it  will  not  he  difogreeable  to 
the  reader,  if  I  defcribe  the  gentleman 
who  fent  for  me,  and  mention  fome 
circumftances  of  his  character  and  con- 
duft,  which  may  illuftrate  what  fol- 
lows, and  account  for  his  behaviour 
to  me. 

This  member  of  the  faculty  was 
aged  fifty,  about  five  feet  high,  and 
ten  round  the  belly;  his  face  was  ca- 
pacious as  a  full  moon,  and  much  of 
the  complexion  of  a  mulberry:  his 
rofe,  refembling  a  powder-horn,  was 
fwelled  to  an  enormous  fize,  and  ftud- 
ded  all  over  with  carbuncles;  and  his 
little  grey  eyes  leflecled  the  rays  in 
fuch  an  oblique  manner,  that  while  he 
looked  a  perfon  full  in  the  face,  one 
would  have  imagined  he  was  admiring 
the  buckle  of  his  flioe.  He  had  long 
entertained  an  implacable  refentment 
agamft  Potion;  who,  though  a  young 
pra&itioner,  was  better  employed  thnn 
D  4  h«} 
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hej  and  once  had  the  afiurance  to  per- 
form a  cure,  whereby  he  difappoir\ted 
and  difgraced  the  prognoftick  of  the 
faid  Crab.  This  quarrel,  which  was 
at  one  time  upon  the  point  of  being 
made  up  by  the  intervention  and  me- 
diation of  friends,  had  been  lately  in- 
flamed beyond  a  poflibility  of  concilia- 
tion by  the  refpeclive  wives  of  the  op- 
ponents; who,  chancing  to  meet  at  a 
chriitening,  disagreed  about  prece- 
dence, proceeded  from  invectives  to 
blows,  and  were  with  great  difficulty, 
by  the  gofTips,  prevented  from  convert- 
ing the  occafion  of  joy  into  a  fcene  of 
lamentation. 

The  difference  between  thefe  rivals 
was  in  the  height  of  rancour,  when  I 
received  the  mefTage  of  Crab,  who  re- 
ceived me  as  civilly  as  I  could  have  ex- 
pefled  from  one  of  his  disposition;  and 
after  defiring  me  to  fit,  enquired  into  the 
particulars  of  my  leaving  the  hotife  of 
Potion:  which  when  I  had  related,  he 
faid,  with  a  malicious  grin,  *  There's  a 
fneaking  dog!  1  always  thought  him 
a  fellow  without  a  foul,  d — n   me!  a 
canting  Scoundrel,  who  has  crept  into 
bufmeSs  by  his  hypocrify,  and  kiffing 
the  a — fe   of    every  body.' — '  Aye, 
aye,'  fays   another,  '  one  might  fee 
with  half  an  eye,  that  the  rafcal  had 
no  honelty  in  him,  by  his  going  fo 
regularly  to  church.'     This  Sentence 
was   confiimed  by  a  third,  who  a/lured 
his  companions,  that  Potion  was  never 
known  to  be   difguifed  in  liquor  but 
once,  at  a  meeting  of  the  godly,  where 
lie  had  distinguished  himlelf  by  an  ex- 
tempore prayer  an   hour  long.     After 
this  preamble,  Crab  addrefied  himfelf 
to  me  in  thefe  words,  '  Well,  my  lad, 
1  have  heard  a  good  character  of  you, 
and  I'll  do  for  you.     You  may  fend 
your  things  to  my  houfe  when  you 
.    pleafe.     I  have  given  orders  for  your 
reception.     Z — ds!    what    does  the 
booby  (tare  at?  If  you  have  no  mind 
to  embrace  my  courteous  offer,  you 
may  let  it  alone  and  he  d— n'd.'     I 
p.nfwered,  with  a  fubmiffive  bow,  that. 
I  was  far  from  rejecting  his    friendly 
offer,    which  I  would   immediately  ac- 
ce(.t,   as  foon  as  he  would  inform  me 
on  what  fooling  I  was  to  be  entertained. 
•   What    footing!    d— n     my    blood,' 
cried  he,  '  d'ye  expect   to  have  a  foot- 
'  man  and   a  couple  of  horfes  kept  for 
'  you?'—'  No,    Sir,'  I    replied,  '  my 
'  expectations  are  not  <juiie  Jfo  &n- 


guine.     That  I  rnsy  be  as  little  b»r- 
denfome    as    poffible,  I<  would   wil, 
lingly  Serve  in  your  (hop,  by  which 
means  I  may  fave  you  the  expence  of 
a  journeyman,  or  a  porter  at  leait,  for 
I  understand  a  little  pharmacy,  hav- 
ing   employed    Some    of  my    leiiiue 
horns   in    the   practice    of  that    art, 
while  I  lived  with  Mr.  Potion:,  nei- 
ther am  I  altogether  ignoiam  of  1'ur- 
gery,  which  I  have  ftmiied  with  great 
pleai'ure   and   application.' — '  Q  ho! 
you  did?'  fays  Crab. — '  Gsntltir.tn, 
here  is    a    compleat    artiit! — Stuiiu-d 
furgery!  what,   in  books,  I  fuppofe. 
I  (hall  have  you  difputing  with  me 
one  of  thefe  days,  on  points  of  my 
profeffion.    You  can  already  accou/it 
for  mufctilar  motion,  I  warrant,  and 
explain  the  myliery  of  the  brain  and 
nerves;   ha!  You  are  too  leained  for 
me,    d — n  me.     But   let's    hear  no 
more   of  this    (tuff;   can    you   bleed 
and  give  a  clyfter,  fpread  a  plaifier, 
and   prepare   a    potion  ?'     Upon    my 
anfwering  in  the.  affirmative,   he  (hook. 
his    head,    telling   me    he  believed    he 
fhould   have  little  good  of  me,  for  all 
my   fair  promifesj    but,  however,    he 
would  take  me  in  for  the  fake  of  cha- 
rity.    I  was  accordingly  that  very  night 
admitted   to    his    houfe,   and    had    an 
apartment  afligned  to  me  in  the  garret, 
which  I  was  fain  to  put  up  with,  not- 
withftanding  the  mortification  my  pride 
fuffered  in  this  change  of  circumstance. 
I  was  foon  convinced  of  the  real  motives 
which  induced   Crab  to  receive  me  in 
this  manner:  for,  befides  the  gratifica- 
tion of  his  revenge,  by  expofmg  the  fel- 
fiShnefs  of  his  antagonist,  in  oppofition 
to   his  own   generofity,  which  was  all 
affectation,  he  had  occafion  for  a  young 
man  who  underftood  Something  of  the 
profeSfion,tofill  up  the  place  of  his  eldeft 
apprentice,    lately    dead,  not    without 
violent  fuipicion  of  foul  play  from  his 
matter's  brutality.     The  knowledge  of 
this  circumftance,    together    with     his 
daily  behaviour  to   his.  wife  and    the 
young  apprentice,  did  not  at  all  contri- 
bute to  my  enjoying  my  new  Situation 
with  eafej  however,  as  I  did  not  per- 
ceive how  I  could  beftow  myfelf  to  bet- 
ter   advantage,    I    reiblved    to    ftudy 
Crab's  temper  with  all  the  application, 
and  manage  it  with  all  the  addrefs,  in 
my  power.     And  it  was   not  long  be- 
fore I  found  out  a   Strange   peculiarity 
of  humour,   which   governed  his  be 
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•i:  towards  all  his  dependant*.  I 

.   J,  when  lie  was  pleal'rd,  he  was 

:  .ctiim,  that 

if  his  wile  or  fervants  betrayed  the  leaft 
fymptoi!!  nt  pirticipation,  he  w.»s  of- 
i  I  to  an  infupport.iMe  degree  of 

tury,  the  effects  of  whicjj 
they  fcldom  failed  tu  feel.  And  when 
.iion  was  rouzed,  lubmilfion 
ig  always  exafperatcd  it  be- 
,.u-  bounds  of  realon  and  huma- 
nity. I  therefore  purfued  a  contrary 
plan;  and  <me  day,  when  he  honoured 
me  wish  ilu-  names  of  ignorant  whelp, 
and  lazy  ragamuffin  5 1  boldly  replied,  I 
was  neither  ignorant  nor  lazy,  iince  I 
both  understood,  and  performed  my 
buiHKls,  :is  well  as  he  could  do  for  his 
foul;  neither  was  it  juft  to  call  me  ra- 
g.-tmiiffi:),  for  I  had  a  whole  coat  on 
ick,  and  was  descended  from  a 
better  family  than  any  he  could  boa  ft 
an  alliance  with.  He  gave  tokens  of 
great  amazement  at  this  a  durance  of 
mine,  and  (hook  his  cane  over  my 
head,  regarding  me  all  the  time  with 
a  countenance  truly  diabolical.  Al- 
though 1  was  terribly  liar  tied  at  his 
menacing  looks  and  pofture,  I  yet  had 
reflection  enough  left,  to  convince  me 
I  had  g^ne  too  far  to  retract,  and  that 
this  was  the  critical  minute  which  mutt 
decide  my  future  lot  in  his  let  vice;  I 
therefore  (hatched  up  the  peltle  of  a 
mortar,  and  fwore,  if  he  offered  to 
ttrike  me  without  a  caufe,  I  fhould  fee 
whether  his  fcull  or  my  weapon  was 
hardett.  He  continued  filent  for  fome 
time,  and  at  laft  broke  forth  into  thefe 
ejaculations:  «  This  is  fine  ufage from  a 
ftrvant  to  a  matter,  very  fine!  damna- 
tion! but  no  matter,  you  (hall  pay 
for  this,  you  dog,  you  fhallj  I'll 
do  your  bufmefs;  yes,  yes,  I'll 
teach  you  to  lift  your  hand  againtt 
me.'  So  faying,  he  retired,  and  left 
me  under  dreadful  apprehenfions,  which 
vanifhed  entirely  at  our  next  meeting, 
when  he  behaved  with  unufual  compla- 
cency, and  treated  me  with  a  glafs  of 
punch  after  dinner.  By  this  conduct  I 
got  the  afcendency  over  him  in  a  (hort 
time,  and  became  fo  necdl'uy  to  him, 
in  managing  his  bufinefs  while  he  was 
engaged  at  the  bottle,  that  fortune  be- 
gan to  wear  a  kinder  afpect;  and  I  con- 
ibled  myfelf  for  the  di (regard  of  my 
former  acquaintance,  with  the  know- 
ledge I  daily  imbibed,  by  a  dole  ap- 
plication to  the  duties  of  ray  employ-. 


mcnt,  in  which  I  fueceedcd  beyond  my 
own  expectation.  I  wan  on  very  good 
terms  with  my  mailer's  wife;  whofe 
efteem  I  acquired  and  cultivated,  by 
reprefcnting  Mrs.  Potion  in  tin- 
ridiculous  lights  my  fatirical  talent* 
could  invent,  as  well  as  by  rendering 
her  (bine  chrillianoflirt-s,  when  (lie  had 
been  too  familiar  wiih  the  dram  bottle, 
to  which  (he  h;id  oftentimes  recomie 
for  confutation,  under  the  affliction  (lie 
fuffered  from  a  barbarous  huiband. 
ID  this  manner  I  lived,  without 
hearing  the  leaft  tidings  of  my  uncle, 
for  the  (pace  of  two  ye.irs;  ('.tiling 
which  time  I  kept  little  or  no  com- 
pany, being  neither  in  a  humour  to 
relifli,  nor  in  a  capacity  to  maintain, 
much  acquaintance:  for  the  Nabal  my 
matter  allowed  me  no  wages;  ami  the 
linall  perquiiites  of  my  Itation  fcarce 
("upplied  me  with  the  common  necefia- 
ries  of  life.  I  was  no  longer  a  pert^ 
unthinking  coxcomb,  giddy  with  po- 
pular applaufe,  and  elevated  with  the 
extravagance  of  hope;  my  misfortunes 
had  taught  me  how  little  thecaieffes  of 
the  world,  during  a  man's  profyeriry, 
are  to  be  valued  by  him;  and  how  le- 
rioufly  and  expeditiouily  he  ought  to 
fct  about  making  himfelf  independent 
of  them.  My  prefcnt  appearance, 
therefore,  was  the  lealt  of  my  care, 
which  was  wholly  engrofled  in  laying1 
up  a  ftock  of  inltruction  that  might 
fecure  meagainft  the  caprice  ot  "fortune 
for  the  future.  I  became  fucli  a  iloven, 
and  contracted  fuch  an  air  of  aufterity, 
that  every  body  pronounced  me  cre(t- 
fallen;  and  Gawky  returned  to  town 
without  running  any  rifque  from  my  re- 
fentment,  which  was  by  this  time  pretty 
much  cooled,  and  restrained  by  pru- 
dential reafons  fo  effectually,  that  I 
never  fo  much  as  thought  ot  obtaining 
latisf  action  for  the  injuiics  he  had  done 
me.  When  I  deemed  myfelf  diffidently 
matter  of  my  bufinefs,  I  began  to  caft 
about  for  an  opportunity  of  launching 
into  the  world,  in  hope  ot  finding  fome 
proviiion,  that  might  make  am<  nds  for 
the  difficulties  I  had  undergone:  but, 
as  this  could  not  be  effected  without  a 
fmall  fam  of  money  r>  equip  me  for 
the  field,  I  was  in  the  utmoft  perplex, 
ity  how  to  raife  ir,  well  knowing  that 
Crab,  for  his  ovrn  fake,  would  mvcr 
put  me  in  a  condition  to  leave  him, 
when  his  interelt  was  fo  much  con- 
cerned in  my  It  ay.  But  a  1'mall  acci- 
dent, 
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dent,  which  happened  about  this  time, 
determined  him  in  my  favour.  This 
was  no  other  than  the  pregnancy  of  his 
maid-fervant,  who  declared  her  fiiua- 
tion  to  me,  afluring  me  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  was  the  occdfion  of  it. 
Although  I  had  no  reafon  to  queftion 
the  truth  of  this  imputation,  I  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  familiarities  which  had 
pafled  between  her  matter  and  her; 
taking  the  advantage  of  which,  I  re- 
prefented  to  her  the  folly  of  laying  the 
burden  at  my  door,  when  fhe  might 
difpofe  of  it  to  much  better  purpofe 
with  Mr.  Crab:  fhe  liflened'  to  my 
advice,  and  next  day  acquainted  him 
with  the  pretended  fuccefs  of  their  mu- 
tual Endeavours.  He  was  far  from 
being  overjoyed  at  this  proof  of  his 
vigour,  which  he  forefaw  might  be  of 
very  troublelome  confequences;  not 
that  he  dreaded  any  domcftic  grumb- 
lings and  reproaches  from  his  wife, 
whom  he  kept  in  perfect  f  objection; 
but  becaufe  he  knew  it  would  furnifh 
bis  rival  Potion  with  a  handle  for  in- 
fulting  and  undermining  his  reputa- 
tion, there  being  no  fcandal  equal  to 
that  of  uncleannefs,  in  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  inhabit  the  part  of  the  ifland 
where  he  lived.  He  therefore  took  a 
refolution  worthy  of  himfelf,  which 
was,  to  perfuade  the  girl  that  fhe  was 
not  with  child,  but  only  articled  with 
a  diforder  incident  to  young  women, 
which  he  could  eafily  remove.  With 
this  view,  as  he  pretended,  heprefcribed 
for  her  fuch  medicines  as  he  thought 
would  infallibly  procure  abortion:  but 
in  this  fcheme  he  was  difappointed; 
for  the  maid,  being  advertised  by  me 
of  hisdelign,  and  at  the  fame  time  well 
acquainted  with  her  own  condition, 
abfblutely  refufed  to  follow  his  direc- 
tions; and  threatened  to  publifh  her 
fmiation  to  the  world,  if  he  would  not 
immediately  take  fome  method  of 
providing  for  the  important  occafion, 
which  fhe  expected  in  a  few  months.  It 
was  not  long  before  I  guefTed  therefult 
of  his  deliberation,  by  his  addreffing 
liimfelf  to  me,  one  day,  in  this  man- 
ner: «  I  am  furprized  that  a  young 
fellow  like  you  difcovers  no  inclina- 
tion to  pufh  his  fortune  in  the  world. 
Before  I  was  of  your  age,  I  was 
broiling  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea. 
Damme!  what's  to  hinder  you  from 
profiting  by  the  war,  which  will  cer- 
?  tainly  be  declared  in  a  fhort  time 


againft  Spain?  you  may  eafily  get  on 
board  of  a  king's  fhip  in  quality  of 
furgeon's  mate,  where  you  will  cer- 
tainly fte  a  great  deal  of  practice, 
and  ftand  a  good  chance  o'  getting 
prize  money.*  I  laid  hold  of  this 
declaration,  which  I  had  long  wifhed 
for,  and  affuied  him  I  would  ft. How 
his  advice  with  pleafure,  if  it  was  in 
my  power;  hut  that  it  was  impolTible 
for  me  to  embiace  an  opportunity  of 
that  kind,  as  I  had  no  friend  to  ad- 
vance a  little  money,  to  f'uppiy  me 
with  what  neceflaries  I  fhouid  want, 
and  defray  the  expences  of  my  journey 
to  London.  He  told  me,,  that  few  ne- 
ceflaries were  required;  and  as  for  the 
expence  of  my  journey,  he  would  lend 
me  money  fufficient  not  only  for  that 
pin-pole,  but  alib  to  maintain  me  com- 
fortably in  London,  until  I  fhouid 
procure  a  warrant  for  my  provifiou  on 
board  of  fome  fliip.  I  gave  him  a  thou- 
fand  thanks  for  his  obliging  offer, 
(although  I  was  very  well  apprized  of 
his  motive,  which  was  no  other  trnn 
a  defign  to  lay  the  baftard  tomy  charge, 
after  my  departure:)  and  accordingly 
fet  out  in  a  few  weeks  for  London j 
my  whole  fortune  conlilting  of  onefuit 
of  cloaths;  half  a  dozen  of  ruiHed 
fhirts;  as  many  plain;  two  pair  of 
worfted,  and  a  like  number  of  thread 
ftockings;  a  cafe  of  pocket  infiruments; 
a  fmall  edition  of  Horace,  Wifeman's 
Surgery,  and  ten  guineas  in  cafh;  for 
which  Crab  took  my  bond,  bearing 
5).  per  cent,  intereft;  at  the  fame  time 
gave  me  a  letter  to  the  member  of  par- 
liament for  our  town,  which  he  faid 
would  do  my  bufinefs  effectually. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

I   ARRIVE  AT    NEWCASTLE— MEET 
WITH    MY    OLD   SCHOOLFELLOW 

STRAP WE      DETERMINE     TO 

WALK  TOGETHER  TO  LONDON 
—SET  OUT  ON  OUR  JOURNEY 
—PUT  UP  AT  A  SOLITARY  ALE- 
HOUSE— ARE  DISTURBED  BY  A 
STRANGE  ADVENTURE  IN  THE 
NIGHT. 

f  |  'HERE  is  no  fuch  convenience 

JL     as   a    waggon  in    this    country, 

and  my  finances  were  too  weak  to  fup- 

port  the  expence  of  hiring  a  horfej  I 

determined  therefore  to  fet  out  with  the 

carriers* 
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farriers,  who  tranfport  goodsfromone 
;o  another  on  iioileback;  and  this 
Iclume  1  accordingly  put  in  execution, 
on  the  full  day  of  November  17 39, 
fitting  upon  a  pack-laddie  between 
two  bnlkcts;  one  of  which  contained 
my  goods  in  a  knapfack.  But  by  the 
time  we  arrived  at  NewcalUe  upon 
Tyne,  I  was  fo  fatigued  with  the  te- 
diou  fuel's  of  the  carriage,  and  benumb- 
ed with  the  coldnefs  of  the  weather, 
that  I  rcfolved  to  travel  the  reft  of  my 
journey  oti  foot,  rather  than  proceed 
in  fuch  a  difagreeable  manner. 

The  holt  let-  of  the  inn  at  which  we 
put  up,  underftanding  I  was  bound  for 
London,  advifcd  me  to  take  my  paf- 
lage in  a  collier,  which  would  be  both 
cheap  and  expeditious,  and  withal 
much  eafier  than  to  walk  upwards  of 
three  hundred  miles  through  deep 
roads,  in  the  winter  time;  a  journey 
which  he  believed  I  had  not  Itrengrh 
enough  to  perform.  I  was  almolt  per- 
fuadcd  to  take  his  advice,  when  one  day 
ftepping  into  a  barber's  (hop  to  be 
flmed,  the  young  man,  while  he  la- 
thered my  face,  accoftcd  me  thus  : 
'  Sir,  I  prefume  you  are  a  Scotch- 
'  man.'  I  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
*  Pray,'  continued  he, '  from  what  part 
'  of  Scotland?'  I  no  fooner  told  him, 
than  he  difcovered  great  emotion,  and 
not  confining  his  operation  to  my 
chin  and  upper- lip,  befmeared  my 
whole  face  with  great  agitation.  I 
xvas  fo  offended  at  this  profufion,  that 
ftarting  up,  I  alked  him  what  the  devil 
he  meant  by  ufing  me  fo.  He  begged 
pardon,  telling  me  his  joy  at  meeting 
with  a  countryman  had  occafioned 
fome  confufion  in  him:  and  craved 
my  name.  But  when  I  declared  my 
name  was  Random,  he  exclaimed  in 
a  rapture,  '  How!  R;ry  Rtndom?' 
'  The  fame,'  I  replied,  looking  at  him 
with  altonilhment.  '  What,'  cried  he, 
'  don't  you  know  your  old  f'Jiool- 
'  fellow,  Hugh  Snap.''  At  that  in- 
ftant  recollecting  his  face,  I  fl=w  into 
his  arms,  and  in  the  tranfport  of  my 
Joy,  gave  him  back  one  halt  of  the  fuds 
he  had  fo  bvilhly  bellowed  on  my 
countenance,  fo  that  we  made  a  very 
ludicrous  appearance,  and  furnifhed  a 
great  deal  of  mirth  tor  his  m^fter  and 
(hop  mates,  who  were  witn-'fTes  of 
this  fcene.  When  our  mutual  careflci 
were  over,  I  fat  down  again  to  be 
but  the  poor  ftlly.v's  nerves 


were  fo  difcompofed  by  this  unexpec- 
ted meeting,  that  his  hand  could  Jcaicc- 
ly  hold  the  razor,  with  which,  never* 
thelefs,  he  found  means  to  cut  me  in 
three  placet,  in  as  many  ftrokes.  His 
mailer,  perceiving  his  diforder,  hade 
another  iupply  his  place,  and  after  the 
operation  was  performed,  gave  Strap 
leave  to  pafs  the  red  of  the  day  with 
me.  We  retired  immediately  to  my 
lodgings,  where  calling  for  fome  beer, 
I  dcfiied  to  be  informed  of  his  adven- 
tures; which  contained  nothing  more, 
than  that  his  malter  dying  before  his 
time  was  out,  he  had  come  to  Newcal- 
tle  about  a  year  ago,  in  expectation  of 
journey-work,  along  with  three  young 
fellows  of  his  acquaintance  who  work- 
ed in  the  keels;  that  he  had  the  good 
fortune  of  being  employed  by  a  very 
civil  mailer,  with  whom  he  intended 
to  (tay  till  the  fpring,  at  which  time 
he  propofed  to  go  to  London,  where 
he  did  not  doubt  of  finding  encourage- 
ment. When  I  communicated  to  him 
my  fitualion  and  defign,  he  did  not 
approve  of  my  taking  a  paflage  by  fea, 
by  reafon  of  the  danger  ot  a  winter 
voyage,  which  is  very  ha/ardous  along 
that  coatt,  as  well  as  the  precarioufnefc 
of  the  wind,  which  might  poflibly  de- 
tain me  a  great  while,  to  the  no  Imall 
detriment  of  my  fortune:  whereas,  if 
I  would  venture  by  land,  he  would 
bear  me  company,  carry  my  baggage 
all  the  way;  and  if  we  mould  be  fa- 
tigued before  we  could  perform  the 
journey,  it  would  be  no  hard  matter 
for  us  to  fii  d  on  the  road,  either  re- 
turned horfes  or  waggons,  of  which 
we  mifflit  take  the  advantage  for  a 
very  trifling  expence,  I  was  fo  ra- 
vifhed  at  this  propofal,  that  I  embra- 
ced him  affectionately,  and  affined  him 
he  might  command  my  purfe  to  the 
laft  farthing;  but  he  gave  me  to  un- 
derftand,  he  had  faved  money  fuffici- 
ent  to  anfwer  his  own  occafions;  and 
that  he  had  a  friend  in  London,  who 
would  foon  introduce  him  into  bufi- 
nefc,  in  that  capital;  and  might  pofTibly 
have  it  in  his  power  to  ferve  me  alfo. 

H.wing  concerted  the  plan,  and  fet- 
tled our  affairs  that  night,  we  departed 
next  morning  by  day-break,  armed 
with  a  good  cudgel  each,  (my  companion 
being  charged  with  the  furniture  of  us 
both,  crammed  into  one  knapf-ick;) 
and  our  money  fewed  between  the  lin- 
ing and  wailtband  of  our  breeches,  ex- 
cept 
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cept  feme  loofe  filver  for  our  imme- 
diate expeiice  on  the  road.  We  travel- 
kd  all  day  at  a  round  pace;  but  being 
ignorant  of  the  proper  ftages,  were 
benighted  at  a  good  diilance  from  any 
inn,  io  that  we  were  compelled  to  take 
up  onr  lodging  at  a  fmall  hedge-ale- 
houfe,  that  flood  on  a  bye-road,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  highway:  there 
we  found  a  pedlar  of  our  own  country, 
in  wbofe  company  we  regaled  our- 
lelves  with  bacon  and  eggs,  and  a 
glafs  of  good  ale,  before  a  comfortable 
lire,  converfing  all  the  while  very  fo- 
ciably  with  the  landlord  and  his  daugh- 
ter, an  hale  buxom  lafs,  who  enter- 
tained us  with  great  good-humour,  and 
in  whofe  affection  I  was  vain  enough 
to  believe  I  had  made  fome  progrel's. 
About  eight  o'clock,  we  were  ell  three, 
at  our  own  dtfire,  fhewn  into  an 
apartment  furnilhed  with  two  beds, 
in  one  of  which  Strap  and  I  betook  our- 
Jelves  to  reft,  and  the  pedlar  occupied 
the.  other,  though  not  before  he  had 
prayed  a  considerable  time  extempore, 
Searched  into  every  corner  of  the  room, 
and  fattened  the  door  on  the  infule  with 
a  ftrong  iron  I'crew,  which  he  carried 
about  with  him  for  that  ufe.  ,  I  flept 
very  found  till  midnight,  when  I  was 
dilturbed  by  a  violent  motion  or  the 
bed,  which  (hook  under  me  with  a  con- 
tinual tremor.  Alarmed  at  this  phe- 
nomenon, I  jogged  my  companion, 
whom,  to  my  no  I'mall  amazement,  I 
found  drenched  in  fweat,  and  quaking 
through  every  limb;  he  told  me  with 
a  low  faltering  voice,  that  we  were 
undone;  for  there  was  a  bloody  high- 
wayman loaded  with  piftols  in  the  next 
room;  then  bidding  me  make  as  little 
noife  as  pofiible,  he  directed  me  to  a 
fmall  chink  in  the  board  partition, 
through  which  I  could  fee  a  thickfet 
brawny  fellow,  with  a  fierce  counte- 
nance, fitting  at  a  table  with  our  young 
landlady,  having  a  bottle  cf  ale  and  a 
brace  of  piftols  before  him.  I  liftened 
with  great  attention,  and  heard  him 
fay,  in  a  terrible  tone,  '  D— n  that  fon 
of  a  bitch,  Smack  the  coachman!  he 
has  ferved  me  a  fine  trick,  indeed ! 
but  d — tion  feize  me  if  I  don't 
make  him  repent  it!  I'll  teach  the 
fcoundiel  to  give  intelligence  to  o- 
thers,  while  he  is  under  articles  with 
me.'  Our  landlady  endeavoured  to 
appeife  tlrs  exafperated  robber,  by 
faying  he  might  be  miltaken  in  Smack, 


who  perhans  kept  no  correfpondencc 
with  the  other  gentleman  that  nibbed 
his  coach;  and  that  if  an  accident  h:ul 
difapoJHted  him  to  day,  he  might  loon 
find  opportunities  enough  to  atone  for 
his  trouble.  •  I'll  tell  thee  what,  my 

*  dear  Bet,'  replied  he,  '  I  never  had, 
'   nor  never  will,  while  my  name  is 
4  Rifle,   have  fucii  a  glorious  booty  as 
'  I  miffed  to  day.     Z— *ds!   there  was 
'  400!.  in   cafli  to  recruit  men  for  the 
'  king's    fervice,    befldes   the   jewels, 
'  watches,  fwords  and  money,  belong- 
'  ing  to  the  paflengers;  had  it    been 
'  my  fortune  to  have  got  clear  off  wiih, 
'  fo  much  treafure,  I  would  have  pur- 
'  chafed  a  commifilon   in    the    army, 
'  and  made  you  an  officer's  lady,  you 
'  jade,  I  would.' — '  Well,  well,'  cried 
Betty,  '  we  muft  truft  to  Providence 
'  for  that;   but  did  you  find  nothing 
'  worth  taking,  which  efcaped  the  other 
'  gentlemen  of  the  road?' — '  Not  much, 

*  faith,'  faid  the  lover,  «  I  gleaned  a 

*  few  things,  fuch  as  a  pair  of  pops, 
'  filver  mounted,  here  they  are,  I  took 
'  them    loaded  from    the  captain  who 
'  had  the  charge  of  the  money,   toge- 
'  ther  with  a  gold  watch,  which  he 
'  had    concealed   in   his   breeches.     I 
'  likewife  found  ten  Portugal  pieces  in 
'  the  flioes  of  a  quaker,  whom  the  fpi- 
'  rit   moved   to  revile  me  with   great 
'  bitternefs  and  devotion:  but  what  I 
'  value  myfelf  moftly  for,  is  this  lure 

*  purchafe,  a  gold  fnufF-box,  my  girl, 
'  with  a  picture  on  the  infide  of  the 
'  lid:  which   I  untied  out  of  the  tail 
'  of  a  pretty  lady's  fmock.'     Here,  as 
the   devil   would    have  it,  the    pedlar 
fnored  fo  loud,  that  the  highwayman 
fnatching  his  piftols,  ftarted  uj>,  crying, 
'  Hell,  and  d — tion!  I  am   betrayed, 
'  who's  that  in  the  next  room?'  Mrs. 
Betty  told  him,  he  need  not  be  uneafy, 
there  were  only  three  poor  wearied  tra- 
vellers, who  inilTing  the  road,  had  taken 
up  their  lodgings   in  the   houfe,  and 
were   afleep    long   ago.     Travellers!* 
fays  he;    «  fpies,   you  b — ch!    but  no 

*  matter,    I'll  fend  them  all  to  hell  in 
'  an  inftant.'   He  accordingly  ran  to- 
wards our  door ;  when  his  fweetheart 
interpofmg,    allured  him,    there  was 
only  a  couple  of  poor  young  Scotchmen, 
who  were  too  raw  and  ignorant  to  give 
him   the  leaft  taufe  of  fufpicionj  and 
the  third  was  a  Preibyterian  pedlar  of 
the  fame  nation,  who  had  often  lodg- 
ed in  the  houfe  before.    This  declara- 
tion 
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t'on  fatisFicd  the  thief,  who  fwore  lie 
was  glad  there  was  a  pedlar,  fur  he 
wanted  foinc  linen.     Then  in  a  jovial 
manner  he  put  about  tin-  glafs,  tiling- 
lim;  his  difcomfe  to   Betiy  with   ca- 
and  familiarities  that  (poke  him 
very  happy  in  his   amouia.     During 
that  part  or  the  converfation  which  re- 
garded us,  Snap  had   crept  under  the 
bed,  where  he  lay  in  the  agonies  of 
fear}  fo  that  it  was  with  greit  ilifHcu!- 
ty  I  perfuaded    him  our    danger  was 
over,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  wake  the 
pedlar,  and    inform   him  of  what  he 
had  feen   and  heard.     Thir   itinerant 
merchant  no  (boner  felt  fomebody  (hak- 
ing  him  by  the  moulder,  than  he  ftart- 
«d  up,  calling  as   loud  as    he  could, 
*  Thievesl  thieves!    Lord  have  mercy 
«  on  us!'     And  Rifle,  alarmed  at  this 
exchmatic.ii,  jumped   up,  cocked  one 
of  his  piftols,  and  turned  towards  the 
door,  to  kill   the  firlt  man  who  mould 
enter}   for   he   verily  believed   himielf 
befct;  when  his  Dulcinea,  after  an  im- 
moderate  fit  of   laughter,    perfuaded 
him,  that  the  poor  pedlar,  dreaming  of 
thieves,  had  only  cried  out  in  his  deep. 
Meanwhile   my    comrade   had    unde- 
ceived our  fellow-lodger,  and  informed 
him  of  his  reafon  for  dilturbing  him} 
upon    which,   getting   up    foftly,    he 
peeped  through   the  hole,  and  was  lo 
terrified  with  what  he  law,  that  falling 
down  on  his  bare  knees,  he  put  up  a 
long  petition  to  Heaven,  to  deliver  him 
from  the  hands  of  that  ruffian,  and 
profiled    never  to'  defraud    a  cufto- 
mer  for  the  future  of  a  pin's  point, 
provided  he  might  be  refcued  from  the 
prefent  danger.     Whether  or  rot  his 
diiburdening    his    confcience   afforded 
him  any  eafe,  I  know  not;  but  he  dipt 
into  bed  again,  and  by  very  quiet  un- 
til  the  robber   and    his  miftreis  were 
afleep,    and   Ihored   in   concert-,    then 
riling  foftly,  he  untied  a  rope  that  was 
round  his  pack,  which  making  fall  to 
one  end  of  it,  he  opened  the  window 
with  as   little  noife  as   poflihle,  and 
lowered  his  goods  into  the  yard  with 
great  dexterity  5  then  he  moved  gently 
to  our  bed -fide,  and  bade  us  farewell 
"telling  us,  that  as  we  ran  no  rilque,  we 
might  take  our  relt  with  great  confi- 
dence, hnd   in  the  morning  aflfnre  the 
landlord  that  we  knew  nothing  of  his 
efcapei  and   laftly,  (Inking  us  by  the 
hands,  and  wiming  us  all  manner  of 
fuccefs,  h;  let  himielf  drop  from  the 


window  without  any  danger,  for  the 
ground  was  not  above  a  yai  1  from  hit 
feet  as  he  hung  on  the  outfide.     Al- 
though I  did  not  think  proper  to  ac- 
company him  in  hit  flight,  I  waS  not 
at  all  free  from  apprehenf.on,  when  I 
reflected  on  what  might  be  the  eff«.c"l  of 
the  highwayman's  difappointroent;  as 
he  certainly  intended  to  make  free  with 
the  pedlar's    w.ire.     Neither  was  my 
companion  at  more  cafe  in  his  mind} 
but,  on  the  contrary,  fo  poflefTed  with 
the  dreadful  idea  of  Rifle,  that  he  foli- 
cited  me  (trongly  fo  follow  our  country- 
man's example,  and  fo  elude  the  fatal  re- 
fentmentof  that  terrible  adventurer,who 
would  certainly   wreak   his   vengeance 
on  us  as  accomplices  of  the  pedlar's 
elopement.     But  I  leprefertted  to  hint 
the  danger  of  giving  Rifle  caufe  to 
think  we  knew  his  profeflTion;  and  fug- 
gelled,  that  if  ever  he  mould  meet  ua 
again  on  the  road,  he  would  look  upon 
us    as   dangerous    acquaintance,    and 
find  it  his  intereft  to  piit  us  out  of  the 
way.     I  told  him  withal,   my  confi- 
dence in  Betty's  good-nature,  in  which 
he   acquieiced;    and,    during    the   re* 
maining  part   of  the  night,  we   con- 
certed a  proper  method  of  behaviour* 
to  render  us  uniuipefted  in  the  morn- 
ing- 
It  was  rto  fooner  day,  than  Bctty^ 
entering  our  chamber,  and  perceiving 
our   window  open,    cried  out,    '  Ods 
'  bobs!  fure  you  Scotchmen  muit  have 
'  hot  constitutions,  to  lie  ail  night  witli 
'  the  window  open,  in  fuch  cold  wea- 

*  therl'  I  feigned  to  ihrt  out  of  flerp, 
and  withdrawing  the    curtain,  called, 
1  What'sMie  matter?*  When  (he  mew- 
ed me,  I  affecled   furprize,   and  (aid, 
1  Bids  me!  the  window  was  (hut  when 

*  we  went  to  bed.' — '  I'll  be  hanged,* 
faid  (he,  '  if  Sawny  Waddle  the  pedlar 
'  has  not  got  up  in  a  dream  and  done 
'  it,  for  I  neard  him  very  obftropulous 
'  in  his  deep.     Sore  I  put  a  chamber- 

*  pot  under  his  bed.'  With  thefe  word* 
(he  advanced  to  the  bed   in  which   he 
lav,  and  finding  the   (htcts  cold,  ex- 
cl-vmed,    «  Good    lack   a    daify!    the 
«  rogue  is  fled!' — «  Fled!1  cried  I,  wiih 
feigned    amazement,     '  God    forbid! 
'  fure  he  has  not  robbed  us.'    Then, 
fpringingup,  I  biHhold  of  my  breeches, 
and  emptied  all  my  loofe  money  into 
my  hand)   whkli  having  reckoned,  I 
laid,  '  Heaven  be  praifed,  our  money-is 
«  all  fafe.  Strap,  look  to  thsknapfack.1 

£  He 
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He  did  fo,  and  found  all  was  right; 
upon  which  we  afked,  with  feeming 
concern,  if  he  had  (tole  nothing  be- 
longing to  the  houfe.  '  No,  no,'  re- 
plied fhe,  «  he  has  ftole  nothing  buf 

*  his  reckoning:'  which,  it  feems,  this 
pious  pedlar  had  forgot  to  difcharge, 
in  the  midft  of  his  devotion.     Betty, 
after  a  moment's  piufe,  withdrew,  and 
immediately  we  could  hear  her  waken 
Rifle,  who  no  fconer  heard  of  Waddle's 
flight,  than  he  jumped  out  of  bed  and 
dreffed,  venting  athoufand  execrations, 
and  vowing  to   murder  the  pedlar  if 
ever  he  mould  fet  eyes  on  him  again: 
'  For,'  faid  he,    '  the  fcoundrel  has  by 
'  this  time  raifed  the  hue  and  cry  a- 

*  gainft  me.'     Having  dreffed  himfelf 
in  a  hurry,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and 
for  that  time  rid  us  of  his   company, 
and  a  thoufand  fears  that  were  the  con- 
fequence  of  it.      While   we  were   at 
breakfaft,    Betty  endeavoured,   by  all 
the   cunning   (lie   was   miftrefs  of,  to 
learn  whether  or  no  we  fufpecled  our 
fellow- lodger,  whom  wefawtake  horfe j 
but  as  we  were  on  our  guard,  we  an- 
fwered  her  fly  queftions  with  a  fimpli- 
city  me  could  not  diftruft;  when,   all 
of  a  fudden,  we  heard  the  trampling 
cf  a  horfe's  feet  at  the  door.  This  noife 
alarmed  Strap  fo  much,  whole  imagi- 
nation was  wholly   engrofled   by   the 
image  of  Rifle,  that  with  a  countenance 
as  pale  as  milk,  he  cried,    '  O  Lord! 

*  there's  the    highwayman   returned!' 
Our  landlady,  flaring  at  thefe  words, 
faid, '  What  highwayman, young  man? 

*  Do  you  think  any  highwaymen  har- 
'  bour  hej~e?'  Though  I  was  very  much 
difconccrted  at  this  piece  of  indifcre- 
tion  in  Strap,  I  had  prefence  of  mind 
enough  Jo  tell  her,  we  had  met  a  horfe- 
man  the  day  before,  whom  Strap  had 
foolifhly  Aippoied  to  be  a  highwayman, 
becaufe  he  rode  with  piftols;  and  that 
he  had  been  terrified  at  the  found  cf  a 
hor-fe's  feet  ever  fince.     She  forced  a 
fmile  at  the  ignorance  and  timidity  of 
my    comrade;    but  I  could    perceive, 
not   withou'   great  concern,  that  this 
account  wus  not  at  all  fati^faclory  to 
her. 


CHAP.    IX. 

WE  PROCEED  ON  OUR  JOURNEY, — 
ARE  OVERTAKEN  BY  AN  HIGH- 
WAYMAN, WHQ  H 8.ES  AT 


IS  PREVENTED  FROM  SHOOTIN* 
ME  BY  A  COMPANY  OF  HORSE- 
MEN, WHO  RIDE  IN  PURSUIT  OF 
HIM  —  STRAP  IS  PUT  TO  BED  AT 
AN  INW  — ADVENTURES  AT  THAT 
-INN. 

AFTER  having  paid  our  fcore, 
and  taken  leave  of  our  hoffefsj 
who  embraced  me  tenderly  at  parting, 
we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  blefling 
curfelves  that  we  had  come  off  fo  well. 
We  had  not  walked  above  five  miles, 
when  we  obferved  a  man  on  horfe- 
back  galloping  after  us,  whom  we  in 
a  mort  time  recognized  to  be  no  other 
than  this  formidable  hero  who  had  al- 
ready given  us  fo  much  vexation.  He 
flopped  hard  by  me,  and  alked  if  f 
knew  who  he  was.  My  aftonifhraent 
had  difconcerted  me  l"o  much,  that  I 
did  not  hear  his  queftion,  which  he  re- 
peated with  a  volley  of  oaths  and 
threats;  but  I  remained  as  mute  as  be- 
fore. Strap  feeing  my  difcompol'ure, 
fell  upon  his  knees  in  the  mud,  utter- 
ing, with  a  lamentable  voice,  thefe 
words:  '  For  Chrift's  fake,  have  mercy 
upon  us,  Mr.  Rifle!  we  know  you 
very  well.' — {  Oho!'  cried  the  thief, 
you  do!  but  you  never  /hall  be  evi- 
dence againit  me  in  this  woild,  you 
dog!'  So  faying,  he  drew  a  piltol, 
and  fired  it  at  the  unfortunate  (haver, 
who  fell  flat  upon  the  ground,  with- 
out fpeaking  one  word.  My  comrade's 
fate,  and  my  own  fituation,  rivetted 
meto  the  place  where  I  ftood,  deprived 
of  all  fenfe  and  reflection;  fo  that  I 
did  not  make  the  leaft  attempt  either  to 
run  away,  or  deprecate  the  wrath  of 
this  barbarian,  who  fnapped  a  fecond 
piftol  at  me;  but  before  he  had  time  to 
prime  again,  perceiving  a  company  of 
horfemen  coming  up,  he  rode  off,  and 
left  me  (landing  motionlefs  as  a  ftatue, 
in  which  pofture  I  was  found  by  thofe 
whofe  appearance  had  faved  my  life. 
This  company  confifted  of  three  men 
in  livery,  well  armed,  with  an  officer, 
who,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  was  the 
pedcn  from  whom  Rifle  had  taken  the 
pocket-pifto's  the  day  before;  and  who, 
making  known  his.  misfortune  to  a 
nobleman  he  met  on  the  road,  and  af- 
furing  him  his  ribn-refiftance  was  alto- 
gether owing  to  his  confideration  for 
the  ladies  in  the  coach,  procured  the 
afliftance  _of  his  lordfhip's  fervants  to 
gcj  id  queft  of  the  plunderer.  Thi» 
holiday 


fcamptrcd   up  to   me 
with  grrat  i  aik--d  wli. 

the  piltol  which   lie  had  heard.     A*  I 

.vcrcd  mv   it.d". 
•  iM  anl'wcr,  obfcived  a  body 
on  tlu-  ground;  at  which   fight 
luncrd 
tongue,  '  G 

.•n.lcr  committed'.  Let  us 
'  alight.'—'  No,  no,'  laid  one  of  his 
followers,  '  let  us  ratlur  purlue  ti^c 
«  murderer.— Which  way  went  he, 
«  young  man?'  By  this  time  I  had re- 
colleited  mylllf  fo  far  as  to  tell  them 
t!i  ,t  I,,  c  ould  not  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
i  and  to  beg  of  one  of  them  to 
aflilt  me  in  conveying  the  coipfe  of  my 
\t  houfe,  in  older  to 
it's  being  intened.  The  captain, 

that  in  cafe  he  mould  purl'iie, 
l.c  mull  loon  come  to  action,  began 
to  curb  his  hoife,  and  give  him  the 
fpuratthe  fame  timej  which  treatment 
•^  the  mature  i--:u  up  and  fnorr, 
he  called  out  his  horfe  was  frightened, 
and  won!  ,  n  u  proceed;  at  the  fame 
time  wheeling  hiri  round  :md  round, 
nis  neck,  whittling,  and 
•ling  him  with,  «  Sirrah,  firrah; 
'  g««*lly, gently, &c,' — '  Zounds!1  cried 
One  of  tue  ieivants,  '  lure  my  lord's 
«  Sorrel  is  not  retty!'  With  theie 
words,  he  beftowed  a  !afh  on  his  but- 
to^,  and  Sorrel,  d  ' 
fpiuii£;  ioi'waid  v.'ith  i'  at  a 

pace  :ha(  wmild  have  Jlu.n  bio..g'.t  him 
up  with  flu-  lohber,  had  not  tlie  gitth, 
(happily  Ku  tv:n)  ^iven  way,  by  which 
means  lie  l.indni  in  the  dirt;  and  t\vo 
of  his  attendants  continued  their  pur- 
fuit,  wit!v- lit  minding  his  dtuation. 
Meanwhile,  one  of  the  three  who  re- 
mained at  my  defne,  turning  the  body 
of  Strap,  in  01  the  wound 

vvhich  had  killu'  'in»i,   t.  uini  him   Mill 
and    hicath  n^;    upon  which    I 
.iiately   let    him     Dlom!,    :ind    (aw 

him  with  Ln«xpreflibU  joy  rec.  ver; 
he  having  received  no  other  wound 
than  what  his  fear  had  inflicted.  Hav- 
ing railed  him  upon  his  legs,  >.ve  walk- 
ed together  to  an  inn,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  place,  where  Strap,  who  was 
not  quite  recovered,  went  to  bed;  and 
in  a  little  time,  the  third  fervint  re- 
turned with  the  captain's  horfe  and 
furniture,  leaving  him  to  crawl  after 
as  well  as  he  could.  This  gentleman 
of  the  fword,  upon  his  arrival,  com- 
plained grievoully  of  the  bruiii  occa- 


31 

Coned  by  his  fall;  and  on  the  recom- 
.iion   of  the   ftrvant,   who  war- 
ranted my  ability,  I  was  employed  to 

bleed  him,  for  wh.ch  lervicc  he  reward- 
ed  me  with  half  a  ciown. 

The  time  between  this  event  and 
dinner  I  pulled  in  obfcrving  a  game 
at  cards  between  two  fdiniu*,  an  i-x- 
cikm  in,  and  a  young  fellow  in  a  rufty 
gown  and  caflock,  who,  as  I  afterwards 
understood,  was  curate  of  a  neighbour- 
ing parifli.  Itwaseafyto  perceive  that 
the  match  was  not  equal,  and  that  the 
two  farmers,  who  were  partners,  had 
to  do  with  a  couple  of  (harpers,  who 
lirippcd  them  of  all  their  cam  in  a  very 
ihort  time.  But  what  Jurprized  me  very 
much  was,  to  hearthis  clergyman  reply 
to  one  of  the  countrymen  who  lc-mid 
to  iufpccl  foul  play,  in  thefe  words: 
'  D — n  me,  hiend,  d'ye  queftion  my 
'  honour?'  I  did  not  at  all  wonder  to 
And  a  cheat  in  canonical?,  this  being  a 
character  frequent  in  my  own  coiintiyj 
but  I  was  fcand.ilizird  at  the  indecency 
cf  his  behaviour,  which  appeared  in 
the  oaths  he  fworc,  and  the  bawdy  fongs 
which  he  fung.  At  lair,  to  make  a» 
mends,  in  fome  foit,  for  the  damage 
he  had  done  to  the  unwary  boors,  he 
puli-d  out  a  fiddle  from  the  lining  of 
his  gown,  and  promilmg  to  treat  them 
at  ilii.ncr,  began  to  play  mo'.t  melodi- 
oufly,  iinginji  in  concert  all  the  while. 
'I  ni-  /vir  of  the  paifon  in- 

fpired  the  comp;«iy  with  fo  much  glee, 
thai  tue-  farmers  fpon  forgot  their  lolfes, 
and  all  prelent  went  to  dancing  in  the 
yard.  While  we  wereagreeably  amuled 
in  this  maniier,  our  mulician  Ipying  a 
horfcma.i  riamg  towards  the  inn,  ftop- 
ped  all  of  a  fudden,  crying  o;it,  '  Gad 
'  fo!  gentlemen,  I  beg  your  pardonj 
1  there's  our  dog  of  .t  doftor  coming 
'  into  the  inn.'  H=  immediately  con- 
cealed his  mltrument,  and  ran  toward* 
the  gate,  where  he  took  hold  of  the 
vicar's,  bridie,  and  helped  him  off,  en- 
q ming  very  cordially  into  the  ftate  of 
his  health.  Thisrolyfon  of  the  church 
(who  might  be  about  the  age  of  fifty) 
li  vintj  alighted,  and  entrusted  the  cu- 
rate with  his  lioi  le,  Italksd  with  great 
folemnity  into  the  kitchen,  where,  fit- 
ting down  by  the  fire,  he  called  for  a 
'bottle  of  ale  and  u  pipe;  fc.irce  deign- 
ing an  anfwer  ID  the  fubmiflive  quef- 
tjons  of  thole  who  enquired  about  the 
welfaie  of  hi»  family.  While  he  in- 
dulged himluf  in  this  (late,  amidft  a 
£  i  profound 


profound  filence,  the  curate  approach- 
ing him  with  great  reverence,  afked  if 
he  would  not  be  pleated  to  honour  us 
with  his  company  at  dinner?  To  which 
interrogation  he  anfwered  in  the  nega- 
tive, laying,  he  had  been  to  vifit  Squire 
Bumpkin,  who  had  drank  himfelf  into 
a  high  fever  at  the  laft  aflizes;  and  that 
tie  had,  on  leaving  his  own  houfe,  told 
Betty  he  mould  dine  et  home.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  he  had  made  an  end 
of  his  bottle  and  pipe,  he  rofe,  and 
jnoved  with  prelatical  dignity  to  the 
door,  where  his  journeyman  ftood  ready 
with  his  nag.  He  had  no  (boner  mount- 
ed, than  the  facetious  cu/ate,  coming 
intp  the  kitchen,  held  forth  in  this 
manner:  f  There  the  old  rafcal  goes, 

*  and  the  dr— 1  go  with  him.     You  fee 

*  how   the   world   wags,     gentlement 

*  By  Gad,  this  rogue  of  a  vicar  does 
4  not  deferve  to  live;  and  yet  he  has 
4  two  livings  worth  400!.  per  annum, 

*  while  poor  J  am  fain  to  do  all  his 
f  drudgery,    and  ride    twenty   miles 

*  every  Sunday  to  preach}  for  what? 

*  why,  truly,  for  sol.  a  year.     I  fcorn 

*  to  boaft   of  my  own  qualifications, 

*  but  companions  are  odious.  I  mould 
4  be  glad  to  knoyr  how  this  fwag-bellied 

*  doctor  defprves  to  be  more  at  cafe 

*  than  me.     He  can  loll  in  his  elbow- 
4  chair  at  home,    Indulge   himfelf  in 

*  the  beft  of  victuals  and  wine,  ano> 
4  enjoy  the  converfation  of  Betty,  his 

*  houfe- keeper.     You  underftand  me, 
4  gentlemen.      Betty  is   the   dolor's 
"'  poor  kinfwoman,  and  a  pretty  girl 
4  (he  is;  but  no  matter  for  that;  aye, 
4  aijd  a  dutiful   girl  to   her  parents, 

*  whom  (he  vifits  regularly  every  yearj 
4  though,  I  muft  own,  I  could  never 

*  Jearn  in  what  country  they  live.   My 
4  fervice  t'ye,  gentlemen.'     By    this 
time  dinner  being  ready,  I  waked  my 
eompanipn,  and  we  ate  all  together  with 
great  chearfulnefs.     When  our  meal 
was  ended,  and  every  man's  (hare  of 
the  reckoning  adjufted?  the  curate  went 
pur,  pn  pretence  pf  feme  necefTary  oc- 
cafjon,  and   mounting  his  horfe,  left 
the  two  farmers  to  fttisfy  the  hoft  in 
ihe  beft  manner  they  could.     We  were 
Jio  fooner   informed   of  this  piece  of 
tfnerVe,    than  the  excifemap,  who  had 
been  ii lent  hitherto,  began  to  open  with 
a  nialjcipus  grin;  l.  Aye,  aye,  this  is  an 
f  pld  trick  of  Shuffle;  I  could  not  help 

fmiljng  when  he  talked  of  treating, 
jnuft   knowf  this  is  a   very 


curious  fellow.  He  picked  up  fom» 
fcraps  of  learning  while  he  ferved 
young  Lord  Trifle  at  the  univerfity. 
But  what  he  moft  excels  in  is  pimp- 
ing. No  man  knows  his  talents 
better  than  I;  for  I  was  valet  (le 
chambre  to  Squire  Tattle,  an  inti- 
mate companion  of  Shuffle's  lord. 
He  got  himfelf  into  a  fcrapeby  pawn- 
ing fome  of  his  lordfhip's  deaths, 
on  which  account  he  was  turned  a- 
wayj  but,  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  fome  particular  circumrtances 
of  my  lord's  conduct,  he  did  not  care 
to  exafperate  him  too  much,  and  fo 
made  intereft  for  his  receiving  orders, 
and  afterwards  recommended  him  to 
the  curacy  which  he  now  enjoys. 
However,  the  fellow  cannot  be  too 
much  admired  for  his  dexterity  in 
making  a  comfortable  livelihood,  in 
fpite  offuch  a  fmall  allowance.  You 
hear  he  plays  a  good  flick,  and  is 
really  diverting  company.  Thefe 
qualifications  make  him  agreeable 
wherever  he  goes  \  and  as  fpr  playing 
at  cards,  there  is  not  a  man  within 
three  cournies  a  match  for  him:  the 
truth  is,  he  is  a  damnable  cheatj 
and  can  (hift  a  card  with  fuch  addrefs, 
that  it  is  impoflible  todifcover  him.* 
Here  he  was  interrupted  by  one  of  the 
farmers,  who  afked  why  he  had  not 
juftice  enough  to  acquaint  them  with 
thefe  particulars  before  they  engaged 
in  play.  The  excifeman  replied,  with- 
out any  hefitation,  that  it  was  none  of 
his  bufinefs  to  intermeddle  between  man 
and  manj  betides,  he  did  not  know 
they  were  ignorant  of  Shuffle's  charac- 
ter, which  was  notorious  to  the  whole 
country.  This  djd  not  fatisfy  the 
other,  who  taxed  him  with  abetting 
and  afliiling  the  curate's  knavery,  ana 
infifted  on  having  his  (hare  of  the  win- 
nings returned!  this  demand  the  ex- 
cifeman as  pohtively  refpfed,  affirm- 
ing, that  whatfoever  flights  Shuffle 
might  praclife  on  pther  occaiions,  he 
was  very  certain  that  he  had  playe^on 
the  fquare  with  them,  and  would  an- 
fwer  it  before  any  bench  in  Chriften- 
dom.  So  fayipg,  he  got  up,  and  hav- 
ing paid  his  reckoning,  fneaked  off. 
The  landlord  thrufting  his  neck  into 
the  paflTage,  to  fee  if  he  was  gone, 
(hook  his  head,  faying,  *  Ah.!  Lord 

*  help  us!  if  every  finner  was  to  have 
'  his   deferts.      Well,   we  victuallers 

*  mu!t  not  difoblige   the    excifemeri« 
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1  But  I  know  what;  if  parfon  Shuffle 

•  and  he  were  weighed  together,  a  ftraw 

•  thrown   into  either  fule  would  make 

•  the  balance  kick   the   beam.      But, 
«   matters,  this  is  under  the  rofe,'  con- 
tinued Boniface  with  a  whifper. 

CHAP.    X. 

THE  HIGHWAYMAN  IS  TAKEN  — 
WE  ARE  DETAINED  AS  EVI- 
DKNCE  AGAINST  HIM — PROCEED 
TO  THE  NEXT  VILLAGE — HE 
ESCAPES— WE  ARRIVE  AT  ANO- 
THER INN,  WHERE  WE  C.O  TO 
BED — IN  THE  NIGHT  ARE  AWAK- 
ED BY  A  DREADFUL  ADVEN- 
TURE—  NEXT  NIGHT  WB  LODGE 
AT  THE  HOUSE  OF  A  SCHOOL- 
MASTER  OUR  TREATMENT 

THERE. 

STRAP  and  I  were  about  to  de- 
part on  our  journey,  when  we  per- 
ceived a  crowd  on  the  road,  coming  to- 
wards us  (hooting  and  hallooing  all 
the  way.  As  it  approached,  we  could 
dilcern  a  man  on  horfeback  in  the  mid- 
dle, with  his  hands  tied  behind  him, 
whom  we  foon  knew  to  be  Rifle.  This 
highwayman  not  being  fo  well  mount- 
ed as  the  two  fervants  who  went  in 
purfuit  of  him,  was  foon  overtaken, 
and  after  having  discharged  his  piliols, 
made  prifoner  without  any  farther  op- 
pofition.  They  were  carrying  him  in 
triumph,  ami  jit  the  acclamations  of 
the  country  people,  to  a  juftice  of 
peace  in  a  neighbouring  village,  but 
(topped  at  our  inn  to  join  their  compa- 
nion and  take  refreshment.  When  Rifle 
was  difmounted,  and  placed  in  the  yard, 
within  a  circle  of  peafants,  armed  with 
pitchforks,  I  was  amazed  to  fee  what  a 
pitiful  dejefted  fellgw  he  now  appeared, 
who  had  but  a  few  hours  before  filled 
me  with  fuch  terror  and  confufion. 
My  companion  was  fo  much  en- 
couraged oy  this  alteration  in  his  ap- 
pearance, that  going  op  to  the  thief, 
he  prefented  his  clinched  fills  to  his 
noie,  and  d.cc'arC(',  he  would  either 
cudgel  or  bojc  with  the  prilontr  for  a 
guinea,  which  he  immediately  produ- 
ced, and  began  to  ftripj  but  was  dif- 
iuaded  frpm  this  adventure  by  me,  who 
reprefented  to  him  the  folly  of  the  un- 
dertaking, as  Rifle  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  juftice,  which  would,  no 
id'-'ubt,  give  us  all  iatisfaftipn  enough, 
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But  what  made  me  repent  of  our 
impertinent  curiofity,  was,  our  be- 
ing detained  by  the  captor*,  as  evi- 
dence again  it  him,  when  we  were  juft 
going  to  fet  forward.  However,  thrje 
was  no  remedy)  we  were  obliged  to 
comply;  and  accordingly  joined  in  the 
cavalcade,  which  luckily  took  the  fame 
road  that  we  had  propofed  to  follow. 
About  the  twilight  we  arrived  at  the 
place  of  our  detonation;  but  as  the  juf- 
tice was  gone  to  vifit  a  gentleman  iu 
the  country,  with  whom  we  under- 
flood  he  would  probably  (tay  all  night, 
the  robber  was  confined  in  an  empty 
garret,  three  itories  high,  from  which 
it  fcemecl  impoilible  for  him  to  efcape: 
this,  nevertheless,  was  the  cafe;  for 
the  next  morning,  when  they  went  up 
(tails  to  bring  him  before  the  jultice, 
the  bird  was  flown,  having  got  out  at 
the  window  upon  the  roof,  from  whence 
he  continued  his  rout  nlong  the  tops  of 
the  adjoining  houfes,  and  entered  • 
nother  garret  window,  where  he 
fkulked  until  the  family  were  afleep. 
at  which  time  he  ventured  down  ftairs, 
and  let  himfelf  out  by  the  ftreet  door, 
which  was  found  open.  This  event 
was  a  great  difappointment  to  thole 
that  apprehended  him,  who  wereflufl»« 
ed  with  the  hopes  of  the  reward;  but 
gave  me  great  joy,  as  I  was  permitted 
now  to  continue  my  journey  without 
any  faither  moleftation.  Revolving  to 
make  up  for  the  fmall  progrefs  we  had 
hitherto  made,  we  this  day  travelled 
with  great  vigpqr,  and  before  night 
reached  a  maiket-town  twenty  miles 
from  the  place  from  whence  we  fet  out 
in  the  morning,  without  meeting  any 
adventure  worth  notice.  Here  having 
taken  up  our  lodging  at  an  inn ,  I 
found  myfelf  fo  fatigued,  that  I  began 
to  defpair  of  performing  our  jor.;nejr 
on  foot,  and  defired  Srr.ip  to  enquire 
if  there  were  any  waggon,  return- 
horfes,  or  other  cheap  can iage,  in  this 
place,  to  depart  for  London  next  day. 
H«  was  informed,  that  the  waggon 
from  Newcaftle  to  Lonr!cn  had  halted 
here  two  rights  ago;  and  that  it  would 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  overtake  it,  if  not 
the  next  day,  at  fanheft  the  Jay  after 
the  next.  This  piece  of  news  gave  us 
fome  latisfa£lion;  and,  after"  having 
made  a  hearty  (upper  on  named  mut- 
ton, we  were  (hewn  to  our  room,  which 
contained  two  beds,  the  cne  allotted 
ioi  US;  And  the  other  for  a  very  hon-lt 

gtn- 
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gentleman,  who,  we  were  told,  was 
then  drinking  below.  -Though  we 
could  have  very  well  difpenfed  with 
his  company,  we  were  glad  to  f;ibmit 
to  this  di!pofition,--as  there  was  not  an- 
other bed  empty  in  tlie  houte;  and  ac- 
cordingly went  to  reif,  after  having  Je- 
ctired  our  baggage  ur.der  the  bolfter. 
About  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  was  awaked  out  of  a  very 
profound  deep,  by  a  dreadful  noiie  in 
the  chamber,  which  did  not  fail  to 
throw  r»e  into  an  ?gony  of  confterna- 
tion,  when  I  heard  thefe  words  pro- 
nounced in  a  terrible  voice:  *  Blood  and 
'  wounds!  run  the  halbert  inio  the 
'  guts  of  him  that's  next  you,  and  I'll 

*  blow  the  other's  brains  out  prelendy.' 
This  dreadful  falutation  had  no  fooner 
reached  the  ears  of  Strap,  than  iiarting 
out  of  bed,  he  ran  again  ft  fomebody 
in  the  dark,  and  overiurned  him  in  an 
inftant;  at  the  fame  time  bawling  out, 

*  Fire!  murder!  fire!,'  a  cry  which  in 
a  moment  alarmed    the    whole   houfe, 
and  filled  our  chamber  with  a  crowd  of 
naked    people.       When    lights    were 
Brought,  the  occafion  of  all  this  dif- 
turbance   foon    appeared;    which    was 
jno  other  than  our  fellow-lodger,  whom 
we  found  lying  on  the  floor  Scratching 
feis    head,    with  a  look  teftifying    the 
«tmo£t  aUonifhment,   at  the  concourfe 
of   apparitions    that   fur.oumkd    him. 
T-his  licn?ft  gentleman'  was,  it  feems, 
a  recruiting  ferjeant  j  who,  having  lifted 
two  country  fellows  over-night,  dieim- 
,cd  they  had  mutinied,  and  threatened 
to  murder  him  and  the  drummer  who 
was  along  with  him.     This  made  fuch 
an  impre(fion  on  his  imagination,  that 
he  got  up  in  his  fleep,  and  exprefled  him- 
ielf  as  above.     When  our  apprehenilon 
of  danger  vanished,   the  company  be- 
held one   another   with  great  (furprize 
arid  mirth  5  but  what  attracled  the  no- 
tice of  every  one,  was  our  landlady  wiih 
nothing  on  her  but  -her  fhif  t  ancl  a  large 
pair    of   bucklkin    breeches    with    the 
backfide  before,   which  flie  had  fiipt  On 
in  the  hurry,  and  her  huzband  with  her 
petticoat  about  his  moulders:  one  had 
wrapt  himlelf  in  a  blanket,  another  was 
covered  with  a  fheet,  and  the  drummer, 
who  had  given  his  only  fhirt  to  be  wafh- 
ed,  appeared, in  cuerpo  with  the  boliter 
foiled   about  his  middle.     When   this 
affair  was  difcufled,  every  body  retired 
to  his  own  apartment,  the  ferjeant  flipt 
injto  bed,  and  my  companion  and  I  llept 


without  any  farther  difturbance  till 
morning}  when  we 'got  up,  went  to 
brealcfalt,  paid  our  reckoning,  and  fet 
forward,  in  expectation  of  overtaking 
the  waggon;  in  which  hope,  however, 
we  weredifappointed  for  that  day.  As 
we  exerted  ourf'elves  more  than  ufiial, 
I  found  myi'elf  quite  fycnt  with  fatigue, 
when  we  entered  a  fmall  village  in  the 
twilight.  We  enquired  for  a  publick 
houfe,  and  were  directed  to  one  of  a 
very  forry  appearance.  At  our  en- 
trance, the  landlord,  who  leemed  to  be 
a  venerable  old  man,  with  long  grey 
hair,  rcfe  from  a  table  placed  by  a 
large  fire  in  a  very  neat  paved  kitchen, 
and  with  a  chearfui  countenance  accol- 
ted  113  in  thefe  words:  '  Sul-yelc,  pueri, 
'  ittgredminHS  I  was  not  a  little  plea- 
fed  to  hear  our  hoft  fpcak  Latin,  becaufe 
I  was  in  hope  ot  recommending  myielf 
to  him  by  my  knowledge  in  that  lan- 
guage; I  therefore  anfwcred,  without 
liefnation,  '  Di/)ol<ve  frigus,  lignafuper 
'  foco,  large  reponetis.''  I  had  no  ibon- 
er  prc.iiounced  thefe  words,  than  the 
old  gentleman  running  toward  me, 
fliook  me  by  the  hand,  crying,  '  Fill 
'  mi  dileflijjimel  vn.de  vexis?  afuperis, 
'  nifallor!''  In  fliort,  finding  we  were 
boOi  rT.d  in  the  clalficks,  he  did  not 
know  how  to  teftify  his  regard  enough; 
but  ordered  i>!j  daugliter,  a  jolly  roly- 
cheektd  damf.',  v.ho  was  his  fole  do- 
mefiick,  tobringusabottleofhisy«Wrz- 
mum,  repeating  from  Horace  at  the  fame 
time,  '  Deprome  quadrnnum  fabind,  O 
*  Thaliarcbe,  tnerum  diotd.''  This  qua- 
drimum  was  excellent  ale  of  his  own 
brewing,  of  which  he  told  us  he  had 
always  an  amphora  four  years  old,  for 
the  tile  of  himlelf  and  friends.  In 
the  courie  of  our  converfation,  which 
was  interlarded  with  fcraps  of  Latin, 
we  underwood,  that  this  facetious  per- 
fon  was  a  fchoolmafter,  whofe  income 
being  fmall,  he  was  fain  to  keep  a  glafs 
of  good  liquor  for  the  entertainment 
of  paiTengers,  by  which  he  made  (hi ft 
to  make  the  two  ends  of  the  year  meet. 
I  am  this  day,'  faid  he,  '  the  happir 
elt  old  fellow  in  his  rnajefty's  domini- 
ons. My  wife,  reft  her  foul,  is  in 
Heaven.  My  daughter  is  to  be  mar- 
ried next  wcekj  but  the  two  chief 
pleafures  of  my  life  are  thefe:  pointr 
ing  to  the  bottle,  and  a  large  edition 
of  Horace  that  lay  on  the  table. 
I  am  old,  'tis  true;  what  then?  the 
more  rcaibn  J  ftiould  enjoy  the  fma^l 
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ins,  as  my  friend 

Fl.iccus    adviless    TK    tie   qua  • 
{Jtifeitefas)qutmmbit  quern  tibifnum 
tlii  dt\Lriut.      Carpe  diem  rjuam  mi- 
nimum creJula  f>ojiero."     As  he  w;«s 
very   inquilitive  about   our   all'.iirs,  we 
made  no  Icruple  of    acquainting    him 
with  our  Situation,  which,  when  \M-  had 
Jtarned,   he   enriched  u;   with  advices 
how  to  bi.-h.ive  in  the  world,  tcli. 
that  he  was  no  Itranger  to  the  deceits  nf 
mankind.     In   the  mean  time  he  or- 
ik'Kd  liis  daughter  to  lay  a  fowl  to  the 
fire  for  Cupper,  for  he  was  reColved  this 
night  to  regale  his  friends,  permittens 
«rtera.    While  our  entertainment 
was  preparing,  our  hoft  recounted  the 
adventures  of  his  own  life}  which,  ns 
ihry  contain  nothing  remarkable,  I  for- 
Whcn  we  had  fared 
lumptuoufly,  and  drank  feveral  bottles 
-  quaJrimum,    ^  exprefied  a  defue 
iisg  to  relt,  which  was  with  fome 
difficulty  complied  with,  after  he  had 
u-.l  us  that  we  mould    overtake 
the  waggon  by  noon    next   day;    and 
that  thtie  was  room  enough  in  it  for 
half  a  dozen,  for  there  were  only  four 
paffengers  as  yet  in  that  convenience. 
Before  my  comrade  and  I  fcil  nfleep, 
we  had  Come  converfation    about    the 
good -humour  of  our  landlord,  which 
g  tve  Strap  Cuch  an  idea  of  his  benevo- 
lence,   that  he  pofitively    believed    we 
mould  pny  nothing  for  our  lodging  and 
entertainment.     l  Don't  you  oblerve," 
laid  he,    '  that  he  has  conceived  a  par- 
ticular affection   for   us:    nay,    even 
treated  us  at  Cupper  with  extraordi- 
nary   fare,    winch,    to    be    Cure,   we 
fliould   not  of  oiixfelyes  have  called 
for?'  I  was  partly  of  Strap's  Of 
but  the  experience  1  had  of  the  • 
made    me   iulpend    my    belief   till    the 
morning;  when  getting  up  betimes,  we 
breakfalted  with  our  holt  and  his  t! 
ter  on  hafty-pudding  and  ale;   and  de- 
fired  to   know    what  we  had   to  pay. 

*  Biddy  will  let  you  kr  -neu,' 
faid  he,    '  tor  I  nev«r  mind  thci, 

*  ters.    Money  mutters  are  beneath  tire 

*  concern  of  one  who   lives  upon  the 
'  Horatiin  plan,    Crefccntcin   j   . 

'  cura  ptcuniim."    Mean  wliilt-,  Hiddv, 

having  coniulted  a  (late  that   In: 

the  corner,  told  us  our  reckoning  came 

to  Ss.  yd.      '  Eight  millings  a:ii! 

'  pence!'  cried  Strap;    '  'tis  impoffible, 

'   you   mutt   be  mirhken,    young  wo- 

'   rmn.' — '  Reckon  ag.iin,  < 

ber*. very  deliberately  '^ 
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'  you  have  niifcotinted.— '  No,  in- 
'  deed,  father,'  (lie  replied,  '  I  kn. 
'  bufinefs  better.'  I  could  contain  my 
indignation  no  lon^i-r,  hut  /aid  it  was 
an  unconCcionable  bill,  :md  di-mamlcd 
to  know  t!ie  particulars;  upon 
the  old  man  i;oi  up,  muttering,  «  Ayr, 
'  aye,  let  us  lee  tiie  piuticulars;  that'* 
1  but  reasonable.'  And  taking  p-  n, 
ink,  aiid  11:411:1,  wioie  the  follow  in£ 
items : 

,  s.    d. 

To  bread  and  beer  -  06 
To  a  fowl  and  faqfages  t  6 

To  four  bottles  quadrim  i  o 
To  fire  and  tobacco  --07 
T<>  l<Mi;ii.^  -  -  -20 
To  breuki.ilt  .  -10 

8     7 

As  he  hnd  not  the  appearance  of  a  com- 
mon publican,  and  h  ul  railed  a  fort  of 
veneration  in  me  by  his  demeanor  the 
preceding  night,  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  upbraid  him  as  he  deli-rved;  there- 
fore I  contented  mylelr  with  laying  I 
was  fine  he  did  not  learn  to  be  an  ex- 
tortioner from  Horace.  He  aniweied, 
I  was  but  a  young  man,  and  di<i  not 
know  the  world,  or  I  would  not  tax 
him  with  extortion,  whofe  only  aim 
was  to  live  ioutmtus  pari'O,  and  ktep 
off  impcrtuna  pa:'.perits .  My  fellow- 
traveijer  could  not  Co  eafily  put  up  with 
this  impoiition^  but  i'wore  he  (houlti 
either  take  one  thiul  of  the  money  or 
go  without.  While  we  were  engaged  iti 
this  difpuie,  I  perceived  the  daughter 
go  out;  and  conje'tturing  the  occalion, 
immediately  paid  the  exorbitant  de- 
mand, which  w.is  no  Cooner  dene,  than 
Biddy  returned  with  two  (lout  fellows, 
who  came  in  on  pretence  of  taking  their 
morning  draught,  bur  in  >e»liiy  to 
frighten  us  into  compliance.  Jult  a* 
we  dti'  is  half  dit- 

tracled  i>n  account  of  this  piece  * 
pence,    went    up    ro   the   icruol 
and  grinning   in  bis   fate,    pronounced 
with  great  emph^fis,    «  Semper 
'  t'gctS     T  -   ptoant  rt- 

in:tliciou»  Cmile,  . 

«  qui,  n\j1  faret,  i».  in.r.' 


CHAP.    XL 

WE    DESCRY     THE     WAGGON — GET 
INTO    IT  —  ARRIVE    AT    AN    ! 
OCR    FJtLLOW-TRAVELLfRS    DE- 
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SCRIBED—  A  MISTAKE  IS  COM- 
MITTED BY  STRAP,  WHICH  PRO- 
DUCES STRANGE  THINGS. 


WE  travelled  half  a  mile  without 
exchanging  one  word;  my 
thoughts  being  engrofled  by  the  knave- 
ry of  the  world,  to  which  I  muft  be 
daily  expo  fed  $  and  the  contemplation 
of  my  finances,  which  began  fenfibly 
to  diminish.  At  length  Strap,  who 
could  hold  no  longer,  addrefled  me 
thus:  'Well,  fools  and  their  money 
4  are  foon  parted.  If  my  advice  had 
«  been  taken,  that  old  (kin-flint  fliould 
'  have  been  damn'd  before  he  had  got 

•  more  than  the  third  of  his  demand. 
«  'Tis  a  fure  fign  you  came  eafily  by 

•  your  money,  when  you  fquander  it 

•  away    in    this    manner.     Ah,   God 

•  help  you,  how  many  brifly  beards 

•  muft  I  have  mowed  before  I  earned 
«  four  Shillings  and  three  pence  half- 
«  penny,  which  is  all  thrown  to  the 
«  dogs?    How  many  days  have  I  fat 

•  weaving    hair,    till    my    toes    were 
«  numbed   by   the   cold,    my    fingers 
«  cramp'd,  and  my  nofe  as  blue  as  the 

•  fign  of  the  periwig  that  hung  over 
«  the  door?    What  the  devil  was  you 
«  afraid  of?    I  would  have  engaged  to 
«  box  with  any  one  of  thofe  fellows 
«  that  came  in,  for  a  guinea.     I'm  lure 

•  I  have  beat  ftouter  men  than  either  of 
«  them."    And,  indeed,  my  companion 
would  have  fought  any  body  when  his 
life  was  in  no  danger;   but  he  had  a 
mortal  averfion  to  fire-arms,    and  all 
Inltruments  of  death.     In  order  to  ap- 
peafe  him,  I  affured  him  no  part  of  this 
extraordinary  expence  fliould  fall  upon 
his  moulders;  at  which  declaration  he 
was  affronted,  and  told  me,  he  would 
have  me  to  know,  that  although  he  was 
a  poor  barber's  boy,  he  had  a  foul  to 
fpend  his  money  with  the  beft  fquire  of 
the  land.     Having  walked  all  day  at  a 
great  pace,  without  haltingfora  refrefti- 
ment,  we  defcried  towards  the  evening, 
to  our  inexpreffible  joy,  the  waggon  a- 
bout  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  us-,  and 
by  that  time  we  reached  it,  were  both  of 
us  fo  weary,    that  I  verily   believe   it 
•would  have  been  imprafticable  for  us 
to  have  walked  one  mile  farther.     We 
therefore   bargained   with    the   driver, 
whofe  name  was  Joey,  to  give  us  a  caft 
to  the  next  ftage  for  a  milling;  at  which 
place  we  ftiould  meet  the  matter  of  the 


waggon,   with  whom  we  might  agree 
for  the  reft  of  our  journey. 

Accordingly  the   convenience   ftop- 
ped,  and  Joey  having  placed  the  ladder. 
Strap,  being  loaded  with  our  baggage, 
mounted  firlt;  but  jult  as  he  was  get- 
ting in,  a  tremendous  voice  aflailed  his 
ear*  in   theie    words:    '  God's    fury  ! 
'  there  (hall  no  paflengers  come  here.' 
The  poor  maver  was  fo  difconcerted  at 
this  exclamation,  which  both  he  and  I 
imagined  proceeded  from  the  mouth  of 
a  giant,  that  he  defcended  with  great 
velocity,  and  a  countenance  as  white 
as  paper.     Joey  perceiving  our  alto- 
niihment,  called,   with  an  arch  fneer, 
Waunds,  coptain,  whay  woan't  you 
fnffer  the  poor  waggoneer  to  meake 
a  penny?— Coom,  coom,  young  man, 
get  oop,  get  oop;    never  moind  the 
coptain:  I'fe  not  afear'd  of  the  cop- 
tain.*     This  was  not  encouragement 
fnfticient  to  Strap,  who  could  not  be 
prevailed   upon   to   venture  up  again; 
upon  which  I  attempted,  though   not 
without  a  quaking  heart,  when  1  heard 
the  fame  voice  muttering  like  diltant 
thunder:    '  Hell   and   the   devil   con- 
'  found  me,  if  I  don't  make  you  fmart 
*  for  thisl'  However  I  crept  in,  and 
by  accident  got  an  empty  place  in  the 
ftraw,   which  I  immediately  took  pof- 
feflion  of,  without  being  able  to  dil- 
cern  the  faces  of  my  fellow-travellers 
in  the  dark.     Strap  following  with  the 
knapfack  on  his  back,  chanced  to  take 
the  other  fide,  and  by  a  jolt  of  the  car- 
riage,   pitched   dire&ly  upon  the  fto- 
mach  of  the  captain,  who  bellowed  out 
in  a  moft  dreadful  manner:  *  Blood 
'  and  thunder,    where's    my    fwordl' 
At  thefe  words,  my  frighted  comrade 
ftarted  up,  and  at  one  fpring  bounced 
againft   me   with   fuch    force,   that   I 
thought  he  was  the  fuppofed  fon   of 
Anak,    who  intended    to  prefs  me  to 
death.     In   the  mean  time   a.  female 
voice  cried,    «  Blefs  me!    what  is  the 
«  matter,   my  dear?'—*  The  matter,' 
replied  the  captain,   «  damn  my  blood! 
«  my  guts  are  fqueezed  into  a  pancake, 
«  by  that  Scotchman's  hump.'   Strap 
trembling  all  the    while  at  my  back, 
aflced  him  pardon,  and  laid  the  blame 
of  what  had  happened  upon  the  jolting 
of  the  waggon;  and  the  woman  who 
fpoke   before    went    on :    «  Aye,   ayer 
«  my  dear,    it  is  our  own   fault;    we 
«  may  thank  ourfelves  for  all  the  in- 
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/emences  we  meet  with.     I  thank 
',  I  never  tiavdlrd  U>  lu'Kne.    I'm 

*  lure,  if  my  lady  or  Sir  John  was  to 

..v  where  we  are,  they  would  not 

.  tlii->  mglit  for  vexation.      1  wifli 

re   had  writ   for  the  chariot: 

«   I  know  we  (hall   never  he  forgiven.' 

ome,  my  dear,'  replied  the 

n,  '  it  don't  lignify  fretting  no\v, 

*  we   (hall    laugh   it  over  asafrolick: 
'   I    hope  you  will   not  1'uffer  in  your 

*  health.     I  (hall  make  my   lord  very 
'  meny    with    our   adventures  in    the 

*  Diligence.''     This  difcourfe  gave  me 
fuch  a  high  notion  of  the  captain  and 
his    lady,    that  I  dmft   not   venture  to 
join  in  the  convcrlation:  but  immedi- 
ately  after,  another   female  voice    be- 
gan; '  Some  people  give  themfelves  a 

*  great  many  needlefs  airs;  better  folks 

*  than  any  here  have  travelled  in  wag- 
'  gons  before  now.     Some  of  us  have 

*  rode  in    coaches  and    chariots   with 
'  three  footmen  behind  them,  without 
4  making  fo  much  fill's  about  it.   What 
'  then?  we  are   now  all  upon  a  foot- 
'  iiijj;  thiTefore  let's    be   fociable   and 

y.  What  do  you  fay,  Ifaac? 
'  Is  not  this  a  good  motion,  you  doat- 
'  ing  rogue?  Speak,  you  old  cent,  per 
'  cent,  formcator.  Wliit  defperate 
'  debts  are  you  thinking  of?  What 
'  mortgage  are  you  pluming?  Well, 

*  ll.iiic,  pofitively  you  /hall  never  gain 

*  my  favour,  till  you  turn  over  a  new 

*  leaf,    grow   honett,    and    live  like  a 
4  gentleman.     In  the  mean  time,  give 
'  me  a  kifs,  you  old  fumbler.'     Thefe 
words,     accompanied    with    a   hearty 
fmack,  enlivened  the  perfon  to  whom 
they  were  addrefled,  to  ftich  a  degree, 

,,c  cried  in  a  tranfport,  though 
with  a  faltering  voice,  '  Ah,  you 
'  wanton  baggage;  upon  my  credit,  you 

*  are  a  waggilh  girl;  he,  he,  he!' This 
laugh    introduced  a    fit  of  coughing, 
which  almolt  fuffocated  the  poorufurer, 
(fuch,  we  afterwards   found,  was  the 
profeflion  of  this  our  fellow  traveller.) 
About  this  time  I  fell  afleep,  and  en- 
joyed a  comfortable  nap  till  fuch  time 
as  we  arrived  at  the  inn  where  we  put 
up.     Here,   havii.g  alighted   from  the 
waggon,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  view- 
ing the  pafTengers  in  order  as  they  en- 
tered.    The  firft  who  appeared  was  a 
brifk  airy  girl,  about  twenty  years  old, 
with  a  filver-laced  hat  on  her  head,  in- 
flead  of  a  cap,  a  blue  fluff  riding- fuit 
trimmed  with  filvcr,    very  much  tar- 
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niflird,  and  ,1  \vltip  in  her  hand.  After 
her,  c:une  limping  an  olJ  n 
worded  night-cap,  buttoned  under  his 
chin,  and  a  broad-biimmed  l>;it  flouch- 
e.l  over  it,  an  old  rulty  blue  cloak  tied 
about  his  neck,  under  which  appeared 
a  brown  furtout,  that  covered  a  thread- 
bare coat  and,  wniftcoat,  and,  as  we 
afterwards  difcerned,  a  dirty  flannel 
jacket.  His  eyes  were  hollow,  blear- 
ed, and  gummy;  his  face  was  fhrivel- 
led  into  a  thoufand  wrinkles,  his  gums 
were  dertitute  of  teeth,  his  nofe  fh;up 
and  drooping,  his  chin  peeked  and 
prominent,  fo  that  when  he  mumped 
or  fpoke,  they  approached  one  another 
like  a  pur  of  nut-crackers;  he  lup- 
ported  himftlf  on  an  ivory- headed  cune, 
and  his  whole  figure  was  a  jutt  emblem 
of  winter,  famine,  and  avarice.  But 
how  wag  I  fill-prized',  when  I  beheld 
the  formidable  captain  in  the  ftnpe  of 
a  little  thin  creature,  about  the  age  of 
forty,  with  a  long  withered  viiage, 
very  much  refembl ing  that  of  a  baboon, 
through  the  upper  parr  of  which  two 
little  grey  eyes  peeped!  He  wore  his 
own  hair  in  a  queue  that  reached  to  his 
rump;  which  immoderate  length,  I 
fuppofe,  was  the  occafion  of  a  baKlnels 
that  appeared  on  the  crown  of  his 
head,  when  he  deigned  to  take  off  his 
hat,  which  was  very  much  of  the  fize 
and  cock  of  Piftol's.  Having  laid 
afide  his  great  coat,  I  could  not  help 
admiring  the  extraordinary  make  of 
this  man  of  war:  he  was  about  five 
feet  and  three  inches  high,  fixteen 
inches  of  which  went  to  his  face  and 
long  fcraggy  neck;  his  thighs  were 
about  fix  inches  in  length,  his  legs  re- 
fembling  fpindles  or  drum- (licks,  two 
feet  and  an  half;  and  his  body,  which 
put  me  in  the  mind  of  ex  ten  lion  without 
Jubilance,  engroJTed  the  remainder}  fo 
that,  on  the  whole,  he  appeired  like  a 
fpider  or  grafhopper  erect,  und  was  al- 
moft  a  vox,  et  preterea  nibil.  His 
drefs  con  fitted  of  a  frock  of  what  is 
called  bear-dcin,  the  fkirts  of  which 
were  about  half  a  foot  long,  an  hulTar 
waiftcoat,  fcarlet  breeches  reaching 
half-way  down  bis  thighs,  worried 
(lockings  rolled  up  almolt  to  his  groin, 
and  (hoes  with  wooden  heels  at  leait 
two  inches  high;  he  carried  a  fword 
very  near  as  longashimfelf  in  one  hand, 
and  with  the  other  conducted  his  lady, 
who  feemed  to  be  a  woman  of  his  own 
age,  and  ftill  retained  fome  remains  of 
f 
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an  agreeable  perfonj  but  fo  ridicu- 
loufly  affe&ed  *  that  had  I  not  been  a 
novice  in  the  woild,  I  might  have  eafily 
perceived  in  her  the  deplorable  vanity 
and  fecond-hand  airs  of  a  lady's  wo- 
man. We  were  all  arTemMed  in  the 
kitchen,  when  Captain  Weazel  (for 
that  was  his  name)  de fired  a  room  with 
a  fire  for  himfelf  and  fpoufe;  and  told 
the  landlord,  they  would  iup  by  them- 
felves.  The  innkeeper  replied,  that 
he  could  not  afford  them  a  room  by 
themlelves;  and  as  for  fupping,  he 
had  prepared  vicluals  for  the  paflengeis 
in  the  waggon,  without  refpecl  of  per- 
ibns;  but  if  he  could  prevail  on  the 
reft  to  let  him  have  his  choice  in  a  fe- 
parate  manner,  he  fhould  be  very  well 
pleafed.  This  was  no  fooner  faid,  than 
all  of  us  declared  againft  the  propoi'al; 
and  Mifs  Jenny  (our  other  female  paf- 
fenger)  observed,  that  if  Captain  Wea- 
zel and  his  lady  had  a  mind  to  fup  by 
themfelves,  they  might  wait  until  we 
fhould  have  done.  At  this  hint,  the 
captain  put  on  a  martial  frown,  and 
looked  very  big,  without  fpeaking; 
while  his  yoke- fellow,  with  a  difdain- 
ful  tofs  of  her  nofe,  muttered  fome- 
thing  about  '  creature;'  which  Mifs 
Jenny  over-hearing,  ftept  up  to  her, 
faying,  '  None  of  your  names,  good 
'  Mrs.  Abigail;  creature,  quotha! 
'  I'll  allure  you.  No  fuch  creature  as 
'  you,  neither;  no  ten  pound  iheaker; 

*  no  quality  coupler.'    Here  the  captain 
interpofed  with   a  '  Damme,  Madam, 

*  what  do  you  mean  by  that?'—'  Damn 
'  you,  Sir,  who  are  you?'  replied  Mifs 
Jenny:    '  who    made   you    a   captain, 
<  you  pitiful,  trencher-fcraping,  pitnp- 
'  ing    curler?     'Sdeath!    the    army  is 
'  come  to  a  fine  pals,  when  fuch  fel- 

*  lows  as  you  get  commiflions.    What, 
'  I   fuppofe  yoh  think  I   don't  know 

*  you?    Agad,    you    and    your   help- 

*  mate   are   well    met;  a  calt-off  mif- 

*  trefs,  and   a  bald   valet  de  chambre, 

*  are   well   yoked   together.'—'  Blood 
'  and  wounds!'  cried    Weazel,  «  d'ye 
'   queltion  the  honour  of  my  wife,  Ma- 

*  dani!    Hell      and     damnation!      No 
'  man  in  England  duitt  fay  fo  much. 
«  I  would    flay   him,    cxrbonado   him! 
'  Fury  -and  deftiuclion!  3  would  have 
'   his  liver  for  my  flipper.'     So  faying, 
he  dsew  his  fword,  and  flourifhed  with 
it,  to  the  great  terror  of  Strap;  while 
Mifs  Jenny  fnapping  her  fingers,  told 
him,  ihe  did  not.  value  his  refentment  a 


loufe.  In  the  midft  of  this  quarrel, 
the  m after  of  a  waggon  alighted,  who 
understanding  the  caufe  of  the  difturb- 
ance,  and  fearing  the  captain  and  hi* 
lady  would  take  umbrage,  and  leave 
his  carriage,  was  at  great  pains  to  have 
every  thing  made  up,  which  he  at  Jail 
accomplished,  and  we  fat  down  to  fup- 
per  all  together.  At  bed-time  we  were 
Viewed  to  our  apartments:  the  old 
ufurer,  Strap  and  I,  to  one  room;  the 
captain,  his  wife,  and  Mifs  Jenny,  to 
another.  About  midnight,  my  com- 
panion's bowels  being  difordered,  he 
got  up  in  order  to  go  backward;  but, 
on  his  return,  miftaking  one  door  for 
another,  entered  Weazel's  chamber, 
and  without  any  hesitation  went  to  bed 
to  his  wife,  who  was  fall  aileep;  the 
captain  being  at  another  end  of  the 
room,  groping  for  fome  empty  veffel, 
in  lieu  of  his  own  chamber-pot,  which 
was  leaky.  As  he  did  not  perceive 
Strap  coming  in,  he  went  toward  his 
own  berl,  after  having  found  a  conve- 
nience; but  no  fooner  did  he  feel  a 
rough  head,  covered  with  a  cotton 
night  cap,  than  it  came  into  his  mind, 
that  he  had  iniftaken  Mifs  Jenny's  bed 
inftead  of  his  own,  and  that  the  head 
he  felt  was  that  of  fome  gallant,  with 
whom  (lie  had  made  an  aflignation. 
Full  of  this  conjecture,  and  fcandalized 
at  the  prostitution  of  his  apartment,  he 
fnatched  up  the  vefiel  he  had  juft  before 
filled,  and  emptied  it  at  once  on  the  afto- 
nifhed  barber  and  his  own  wife,  who 
waking  at  that  initant,  broke  forth  into 
lamentable  cries,  which  not  only  a- 
larmed  the  htifband  beyond  meafure, 
but  frightened  poor  Strap  almoft  out 
of  his  fenfes;  for  he  verily  believed 
himfelf  bewitched;  efpecially  when  the 
incenfed  captain  feized  him  by  the 
throat,  with  a  volley  of  oaths,  aflcing 
him  how  he  durft  have  the  prefumption 
to  attempt  the  chaftity  of  his  wife. 
Poor  Strap  was  fo  amazed  and  con- 
founded, that  he  could  fay  nothing, 
but,  '  I  take  God  to  witnefs  flic's  a 
'  virgin  for  me.'  Mrs.  Weazel,  en- 
raged to  find  herfelf  in  fuch  a  pickle, 
through  the  precipitation  of  her  huf- 
band,  arofe  in  her  fliift,  and  with  the 
heel  of  her  (hoe,  which  me  found  by 
the  bed-fide,  belaboured  the  captain's 
bald  pate  till  he  roared  murder.  '  I'll 
*  teach  you  to  empty  your  ftink-pots 
'  on  me.'  cried  file,  '  you  pitiful, 
hop -o'my- thumb  coxcomb.  What! 
*  I  war- 
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•  I  warrant  yovi'rc  jealous,  you  man  of 
4  bth.     Was  it  for  this  I  condefccnd- 

•  cd  to  take  you  to  my  bed,  you  poor, 

.red,  fa).  Ids    twig?'     The    nolle 
occafioned     by     this    adventure, 

i.t  the  matter  of  the  wa;^<>n  and 
>   the  door,  where  we  overheard 
all  that  puffed  with  great  furisfaclion. 
In   tl.t-  in  :in   time  we    were   alarmed 
xviiii     the    cry    or"    '  Rnju-!    Murder! 
•!'  which  Mil's  Jenny  pronounced 
with  ,".U::T  v.'cih  ration.     '  O!  you  vile, 
abominable    old    villain/    fail    flie, 
would    you    rob    me   of  my  virtue: 
but  I'll  be  revenged  of  you,  you  old 
goat;    1   will! — Help!    for    Heaven's 
,    htlji! — I     mall     be    ravifhed, 
ruinedl  Help!'  Some  fervants  of  the 
inn,   hearing  this,  ciy,  came  running 
up  flairs  with  lights,   and   fuch  wea- 
pons as  chance  afforded;  when  we  be- 
held a  very  diverting   fccne.     In  one 
corner  ttood  the  poor  captain  mivering 
in  his  (hiit,  which  was  all  torn  to  rags; 
with  a  woeful  vifage,  fcratched  all  over 
by  his   wife;    who    had  by    this  time 
wrapped    the   counterpane    about  her, 
and  fat  fobbing  on  the  fide  of  her  bed. 
In    the  other  end  lay  the   old   ufurcr 
i'prawling  on  Mifs  Jenny's  bed,  with 
liis    flannel   jacket  over   his  fhirt,  and 
his  tawny  meagre  limbs  expofed  to  the 
air:  while  flie  held  him  fall  by  the  two 
ears,  and  loaded  him  with  execrations. 
When  we  afked  what  was  the  matter, 
fhe  affe&ed  to  weep,    told  us  flie  was 
afraid  that  wicked    rogue  had  ruined 
her  in  her  deep,  and  bade  us  take  no- 
tice of  what  we  faw,  for   me  intended 
to  make  ufe  of  our   evidence   againlt 
him.     The   poor  wretch    looked    like 
one  more  dead  thnn  alive,  and  begged 
to  be  releafed;  a  favour  which  he  had 
no  fooner  obtained,  than  he  protefted 
ihe  was  no  woman,  but  a  devil  incar- 
nate; that    flie   had    firll    feduced    his 
flefh  to  rebel,  and  then  betrayed  him. 
Yes,  cockatrice,'  continued  he,  '  you 
know    you    laid   this  fnare  for  me: 
but    you    (han't  fucceed;  for  I  will 
hang  myfelf  before  you  mail  get  a 
farthing    of    me.*      So    faying,    he 
crawled  to  his  own  bed,  groaning  all 
the  way.     We  then   advanced   to  the 
captain,    who  told    us,    '  Gentlemen, 
«  here  has  been  a  damn'd  miltake ;  but 

*  I'll  be  reveng'd  on  him  who  was  the 

*  occaConofit.    That  Scotchman  who 
f  carries  the  knapfack  mall  not  breathe 

*  this  vital  air  another  day,  if  my  name 


«  be  Weazel. — My  dear,  I  aflc  you  ten 
'  thonfand  pardon*,  you  are  icnlible  I 
'  could  mean  no  harm  to  yon.'—'  I 
1  know  not  what  you  meant,'  replied 
flic,  fighing,  '  but  I  know  I  have  got 
'  enough  to  fend  me  to  my  gnve.* 
At  length  they  were  reconciled.  The 
wife  was  complimented  with  a  mare  of 
Mifs  Jenny's  bed,  (her  own  beingoVer- 
flowed)  and  the  matter  of  the  waggon 
invited  Weazel  to  fleep  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night  with  him.  I  retired 
to  mine,  where  I  found  Strap  mortally 
afraid,  he  having  ftole  away  m  the 
dark,  while  the  captain  and  his  lad/ 
were  at  logger-heads. 


CHAP.    XII. 

CAPTAIN  WEAZEL  CHALLENGES 
STRAP,  WHO  DECLINES  THE 
COMBAT — AN  AFFAIR  BETWEEN 
THE  CAPTAIN  AND  ME — THE 
USURER  IS  FAIN  TO  GIVE  MISS 
JENNY  FIVE  GUINEAS  FOR  A  RE- 
LEASE—  WE  ARE  IN  DANGER  OF 
LOSING  A  MEAL — THE  BEHAVI- 
OUR OF  WEAZEL,  JENNY,  ANI> 
JOEY,  ON  THAT  OCCASION  —  AH 
ACCOUNT  OF  CAPTAIN  WEA- 
ZEL AND  HIS  LADY — THE  CAP- 
TAIN'S COURAGE  TRIED — ISA- 
AC'S  MIRTH  AT  THE  CAPTAIN'* 
EXPENCE. 

NEXT  morning,  I  agreed  to  give 
the  mafter  of  the  waggon  tea 
millings  for  my  paflage  to  London, 
provided  Srrap  fhould  be  allowed  to 
take  my  place  when  I  mould  be  <iii- 
poled  to  walk.  At  the  fame  time  I 
delired  him  to  appeafe  the  incenfed 
captain,  who  had  entered  the  kitchen, 
with  a  drawn  iVvord  in  his  hand,  and 
threatened,  with  many  oaths,  to  facrifice 
the  villain  who  attempted  to  violate  his 
bed;  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe  for  the 
inalter  to  explain  the  miltake,  and 
aflure  him  of  the  poor  lad's  innocence, 
who  ftood  trembling  behind  me  all  the 
while:  the  more  fubmiflion  that  ap- 
peared in  Strap,  the  moie  implacable 
feemed  the  refentment  of  Weazel,  who) 
fwore  he  mud  either  right  him,  or  he 
would  inftantly  put  him  to  death.  I 
was  extremely  provoked  at  this  info- 
k-iice,  and  told  him,  it  could  not  be 
fuppufed  that  a  poor  barber  lad  would 
engage  a  man  of  the  fword  at  his  own 
F  3.  weapon ; 
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weapon  ;  but  I  was  perfuaded  he  would 
wreftle  or  box  with  him.  To  which 
propofal  Strap  immediately  gave  affent, 
by  faying  he  would  box  with  him  for  a 
guinea.  Weazel  replied,  with  a  look 
of  difdain,  that  it  was  beneath  any 
gentleman  of  his  character  to  fight  like 
a  porter,  or  even  to  put  himfelf  on  a 
footing,  in  any  refpeft,  with  fuch  a 
fellow  as  Strap.  '  Odds  bodikins!' 
cries  Joey,  '  fure,  coptain,  yaw  would 
not  commit  moorder!  Here's  a  poor 
lad  that  is  willing  to  make  atoone- 
ment  for  his  offence;  and  an  that 
woan't  fatisfie  yaw,  offers  to  fight  yaw 
fairly.  An  yaw  woan't  box,  I  dare 
fay  he  will  coodgel  with  yaw.— 
Woant  yaw,  my  lad?'  Strap  afier 
fome  hefitationj  anfwered,  «  Ye — yes, 

•  I'll  cudgel  with  him.'     But  this  ex- 
pedient being  a  lib  rejected  by  the  cap- 
tain, I  began  to  fmell   his   character; 
and  tipping  Strap   the  wink,  told  the 
company  that  I  had  always  heard   it 
faid,   the   perfon  who  receives  a  chal- 
lenge   fhould  have    the   choice  of  the 
•weapons;  this  therefore  being  the  rule 
in  point  of  honour,  I  would  venture 
to  promife  on  the  head  of  my  compa- 
nion, that  he  would  even  fight  captain 
Weazel  at  fharps;  but  it  mould  be  with 
fuch  fliarps  as  Strap  was  beft  acquainted 
with,  namely,  razors.     At  my  men- 
tioning razors,    I  could   perceive    the 
captain's  colour  change;  while   Strap, 
pulling  me    by   the  fleeve,   whifpered 
•with   great   eagernefs;  '  No,   no,   no; 
'  for  the  love  of  God,  don't  make  any 

*  fuch  bargain.'     At  length  Weazel, 
recovering  himfelf,  turned  towards  me, 
and,    with   a  ferocious    countenance, 
afked,  '  Who  the  devil  are  you?  Will 
'  you   fight  me?'     With  thefe  words, 
putting  himfelf  in  a  pofture,  I  was  grie- 
voufly  alarmed  at  feeing  the  point  of  a 
fword  within  half  a  foot  of  my  breaft; 
and  fpringing  to  one  fide,  lhatched  up 
a  fpit  that  ftood  in  the  chimney-corner, 
with  which  I  kept  my  formidable  ad- 
verfary  at  bay,  who  made  a  great  many 
half-longes,  flopping  backward  at  every 
pufli,   till  at  laft  I  pinned  him  up  in  a 
corner,  to  the  no  fmall  diverfion  of  the 
company.     While  he  was  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  his  wife  entered;  and  feeing  her 
hr.fband  in  thefe    dangerous    circum- 
ftances,  uttered  a  dreadful   fcrearn:  in 
thjs  emergency,    Weazel   demanded  a 
ceffaticn,     which      was     immediately 
granted}  and  at  laft    wSs    contented. 


w^th  the  fubmifiion  of  Strap,  wiio  fail- 
ing on  his  knees  before  him,  proteited 
the   innocence   of    his    intention,    and 
afked  pardon   for  the  miilake  he  had 
committed.     This  affair   being  ended 
without  bloodfhed,  we  went  to  break. - 
faft,  but  miffed  two  of  our  company, 
namely,   Mifs    Jenny  and  the  ufurar. 
As  for  the  firft,  Mrs.  Weazel  informed 
us,  that  (he had  kept  her  awake  all  night 
with   her   groans;  and   that    when  flie 
rofe  in  the  morning,  Mifs  Jenny  was  fo 
much    indifpofed,   that  fhe   could    not 
proceed  on  her  journey.     At  that  in- 
ftant,  a  meflage  came  from  her  to  the 
mafter  of  the   waggon,    who  immedi- 
ately went  into  her  chamber,  followed 
by  us  all.     She  told  him,  in  a  lair.ent- 
able  tone,  that  fhe  was  afraid  of  a  mif- 
carriage,  owing   to  the  fright  (he  re- 
ceived laft  night,  from  the  brutality  of 
Ifaac;  and  as  the  event  was  uncertain, 
defired  the  ufurer  might  be  detained  to 
anfwer  for  the  confequence.     Accord- 
ingly, this  ancient  Tarquin  was  found 
in  the  waggon,  whither  he  had  retired 
to  avoid  the  fhame  of  laft  night's  dif- 
grace,  and  brought  by  force  into  her 
prefence.     He  no  fooner  appeared,  than 
(he  began  to  weep  and  figh  moft  pke- 
oufly,    and   told   us,  if     fhe  died,   fhe 
would  leave  her  blood  upon  the  head 
of  that  raviftier.     Poor  Ifaac  turned  up 
his  eyes  and  hands  to  Heaven,  prayed 
that  God  would  deliver  him  from  the 
machinations    of    that     Jezebel,     and 
affured   us  with   tears  in  his  eye?,  that 
his  being  found  in  bed  with    her  was 
therefultof  her  own  invitation.     The 
waggoner  underftanding  the  cafe,  ad- 
vifed  Ifaac  to  make  it  up  by  giving 
her  a  fum  of  money:  to  which  advice 
he      replied     with    great    vthemer.ce, 
*  A  fum   of  money!  a  halter  for  the 
'  cockatrice!' — '    O!     'tis  ~very  well/ 
faid    Mifs    Jenny:    «  I    fee     it    is    in 
'  vain    to     attempt    that   flinty    heart 
'  of  his,    by    fair  •  means. — Joey,    be 
«  fo    good    as    to   go    to  the   juftice, 
4  and   tell  him   there  is  a  fick  perfon 
'  here,  who   wants  to  fee  him  on  an 
'  affair  of  confequence.'     At  the  name 
of  juftice,.  Ifaac  trembled,  and  bidding 
Joey  ftay,  afked  with  a  quavering  voice, 
what     fhe    would     have  ?      She    told 
him,  that  as  he  had  not  perpetrated  his 
wicked  purpofe,  fhe  would  be  fatisfied 
with  a  I'm  all  matter.     And  though  the 
damage  fhe  might  fuftain  in  her  health 
might  be  irreparable,  f.h.e  would  give 

him 
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bJm  a  relcafe  for  an  hundred  guineas. 

*  Au    hundred    guineas!'    UK<|     l.i-, 

cxt;'.ly;    '  an    hundred     fmi«^! 

*  Where  fliould  a  poor  old  wretch  like 

an  hundred   guinea 

r.uch  money,    d'ye  think   I 

'  fliould  be  found  travelling  in  a  wag- 

,   at  this  feafon  of  the  year?'— 

:.c,  come,'  replied  Jenny,  '  none 

'  of  your  miferly  artifice  here.     You 

*  tliii.k.  I  don't   know  Ifaac   Rapine, 

*  the  money-broker  in  the  Minories. 
'  Ah,    jou   <.'kl  rogue!   many   a  pawn 
4    have  you  hud  of  me  and  myacquain- 

*  tar.ce,    which   was  never  redeemed.' 
Ifaac  finding  it  was  in  vain  to  dilguife 
hi  m  (elf,  offered  twenty  (hillings  for  a 
d i (charge,  which  (lie  abfolutely  refuted 
under  tifty  pounds:  at  laft,  however, 
(lie  was  brought  down  to  five,  which 
lie  paid,  with  great  reluSancy,  rather 
than  be  profecuted  for  a  rape.     After 
which  accommodation  the  lick  perfon 
made  ihift  to  get  into  the  waggon,  and 

forwards  in  great  tranquillity, 
Strap  being  accommodated  with  Joey's 
horle,    the  diiver   himfelf  chufmg   to 
walk.     This  morning  and  forenoon  we 
wete  entertained  with  an  account  of 
the   valour  of  Captain   Weazel,   who 
told   us  he  had  once  knocked  down  a 
foldier  that  made  game  of  him;  tweaked 
a  drawer  by  the  nofe,  who  found  fault 
with  his  picking  his  teeth  with  a  fork,  at 
another  time;  and   that  he  had  more- 
over challenged  a  cheefe-monger,  who 
had   the   prefumption   to  be  his  rival: 
tor  the  truth  of  which  exploits  he  ap- 
pealed to  his  wife.  She  confirmed  what-  - 
t'vef  he  faid,  and  obferved,  '  The  laft 
affair   happened    that   very   day    on 
which  I   received  a  love-letter  from 
SquireGobble;  and  don't  you  remem- 
ber, my  dear,  I  was  prodigioufly  fick 
that  very  night  with  eating  ortolans, 
when  my  Lord  Diddle  took  notice 
of  my   complexion's  being   altered, 
and   my  lady   was   fo  alarmed   that 
(lie  had  well   nigh   fainted.' — «  Yes, 
my  dear,'  replied  the  captain,  '  you 
know,  my   lord  faid  to   me,  with  a 
fneer,  "  Billy,  Mrs.  Weazel  is  cer- 
'  t::in!y  breeding."     And  I  anfwered 
cavalierly,  "  My  lord,  I  wifli  I  could 
'  returnthecompliment."  Upon  which 
the  whole  company  broke  out  into  an 
immoderate  fit  of  laughter;  and  my 
lord,  who  loves   a    repartee   dearly, 
came  round  and    bulled   me.'     We 
travelled  in  this  manner,  live  days  with- 
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out  interruption,  or  meeting  any  thing 
worth  notice:  Mils  Jenny,  who  foon 
recovered   her   fpirirs,  entertaining  us 
every    tlay    with   diverting   lungs,    of 
winch   (he  could  flngagic.it  number; 
and  raillying  her  old  gallant,  who  not- 
withllauding   would    never   be  recon- 
ciled to  her.     On  the  fixth  day,  while 
we  were  about  to  fit  down  to  dinner, 
the  innkeeper  came  and   told  us   that 
three  gentlemen,  juft  arrived,  had  order- 
ed the  vi&uals  to  be  carried  to  their  apart- 
ment, although  he  had  informed  then 
that  they  were  befpoke  by  the  paflen- 
gers  in  the  waggon.     To  which  infor- 
mation they  had  replied,  *  The  palTcn- 
gets  in  the  waggon  might  be  damn'd; 
their  betters  mult  be  ferved   before 
them;    they  fnppofed  it  would  be  no 
hardmip  on  Inch  travellers  to    dine 
upon  bread  and  cheefe  for  one  day.* 
This  was  a  terrible  difappointment  to 
us  all;  and  we  laid  our  heads  together 
how  to  remedy  it;  when  Mifs  Jenny 
obferved  that  Captain  Weazel,  being1 
by  prof'cflion  a  foldier,  ought  in   this 
cafe  to  prottft  and  prevent  us  from  be- 
ing inlulted.     But  the  captain  excufed 
himfelf,  faying,  he  would  not  for  all 
the  world  be  known  to  have  travelled  in 
a  waggon ;  fwearing  at  the  fame  time, 
that  could  he  appear  with  honour,  they 
mould  eat  his  (word  fooner  than  his 
provision.  Upon  this  declaration,  Mifs 
Jenny,  fnatching  his  weapon,  drew  it, 
and  ran  immediately  into  the  kitchen, 
where  flie  threatened  to  put  the  cook 
to  death  if  he  did  not  fend  the  vi£tual$, 
into  our  chamber  immediately.     The 
noife  (he  made,  brought  the  three  ftran- 
gers  down,  one  of  whom  no  fooner  per- 
ceived her,  then  he  cried,  '  Ha,  Jenny 
4  Ramper!  what  the  devil  brought  you 

•  hither?'—*  My  d?ar   Jack    Rattle!* 
replied  (lie,  running  into  his  arms,  <  is 

*  it  you  ?  then  Weazel  may  go  to  hell 
'  for  a  dinner,  I  (hall  dine  with  you.* 
They  confented  to  this  propofal  with  a 
great  deal  of  joy;  and  we  were  on  the 
point  of  being  reduced  to  a  very  uncom- 
fortable meal,  when  Joey  understanding 
the   whole  affair,  entered   the  kitchen 
with  a  pitchfork  in  his  hand,  and  fwore 
he  would  be  the  death  of  any  man  who 
fliould  pretend  to  feize  the  victuals  pre- 
pared tor  the  waggon.     This  menace 
had  like  to   have  produced  fatal  con- 
fequences;   the  three  (hangers  drawing 
tiuir  (words,  and  being  joined  by  their 
fevvantv  and  we  ranging  ouiillves  on 

the 
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the  fide  of  Joey;  when  the  landlord  in- 
terpofing,  offered  to  part  with  his  own 
dinner  to  keep  the  peace,  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  the   Grangers;   and   we    fat 
down  at  tablr  without  any  farther  mo- 
leHarion.     In  the  afternoon,  I  chofe  to 
walk  along  with  Joey,  and  Strap  took 
my  place.     Having  entered  into  a  con- 
•verl'ation  with  this  driver,  I  focn  found 
him    to  be  a  merry,   facetious,  good- 
natured   fellow,    and  withal  very  arch; 
he  informed  me,  that  Mils  Jenny  was 
n  common   girl  upon  the   town,  who 
falling  into  company  with  a  recruiting 
officer,    he    carried    her  down  in   the 
ftage-coach  from  London  to  Newcaftle, 
\vhere  he  had  been   arrefted  for  debt, 
and  was   now   in    prifon ;  upon  which 
ihe  was  fain  to  return  to  her  former  way 
of  life  by  this  conveyance.     He  told 
jnelikewife,  that  one  of  the  gentlemen's 
fervants,    whom    we    left    at  the  inn, 
having  accidentally  feen  Weazel,  im- 
mediately  knew  him,  and  acquainted 
Joey  with  fome  particulars  of  his  cha- 
racter.    That  he  had  ferved  my  Lord 
Frizzle  in  quality  of  valet  de  chambre 
many  years j  while  he  lived   feparately 
from  his    lady,  but  upon  their  recon- 
ciliation,   flie   exprefsiy    infifted    upon 
WeazePs  being  turned  off,  as  well  as 
the  woman  he  kept;  when  his  lordfhip, 
to  get  rid  of  them  both  with  a  good 
grace,  propofed  thaf  he  (hould  marry 
his  miitrefs,  and  he  would  procure  a 
commiflion  for  him  in  the  army.  This 
expedient  was  agreed  to,  and  Weazel 
is  now,  by  his  lordfliip's  interefr,  en- 
fign   in  's  regiment.      I    found 

lie  and  J  had  the  fame  fentiments  with 
regard  to  Weazel's  courage,  which  he 
reiblved  to  put  to  the  trial,  by  alarm- 
ing the  paflengers  with  the  cry  of, '  An 
'  highwayman!'  as  foon  as  an  horfeman 
ihould  appear.  This  fcheme  we  put 
in  practice  towards  the  dufk,  when  we 
defcried  a  man  on  horfeback  approach- 
ing us.  Joey  had  no  fooner  intimated 
to  the  people  in  the  waggon,  that  he 
was  afraid  we  fhould  be  all  robbed, 
then  a  general  confternation  arofe: 
Strap  jumped  out  of  the  waggon,  and 
hid  himfelf  behind  a  hedge.  The  ufur- 
er  put  forth  ejaculations,  and  made  a 
milling  among  the  ftraw,  which  made 
us  conjecture  he  had  hid  fomething 
under  it.  Mrs.  Weazel  wringing  her 
hands,  uttered  lamentable  cries 5  and 
the  captain,  to  our  great  amazement, 
began  to  Inorej  but  this  artifice  did 


not  fucceed;  for  Mifs  Jenny, 

him    by    the    "moulder,    bawled     out 

'  'Sdeath,  captain!  is  this  a  time   to 

*  fnore,  when  we  are  going  to  be  rob- 

*  bed  ?  Get   tip  for  (name,  and  behave 

*  like  a  foldier  and  a  man  of  honour.' 
Weazel  pretended  to  be  in  a  great  paf- 
iicn  for  being  difturbed,  and  fwore  he 
would  have  his  nap  out  if  all  the  high- 
waymen in  England  furrounded  him. 
'  D — n  my  blood  !  what  are  you  afraid 
'  of?'  continued  he;  at  the  fame  time 
trembling  with  fuch  agitation  that  the 
whole  carriage  /book.     This  fmgulac 
piece  of  behaviour  incenfed  Mi  Is  Ram  per 
fo  much,  that  ihe  cried,  '  D — n  your 

*  pitiful   foul,  you  are  as  arrant  a  pol- 

*  troon  as  ever  was  drummed  out  of  a 
'  regiment.     Stop  the  waggon,  Joey; 

*  let  me  get  out,  and  by  G— d,  if  I 
'  have  rhetorick  enough,  the  thief  mail 
'  not  only  take   your  purfe,  but  your 
f  flcin  alfo.'     So  laying,  me  leapt  out 
with  great  agility.     By  this  time  the 
horfeman  came  up  with   us,  and  hap- 
pened to  be  a  gentleman's  fervantwell 
known  to  Joey,    who    communicated 
the  fcheme,  and   defired  him  to  carry 
it  on  a  little  farther,  by  going  up  to 
the    waggon,    and    queftioning    thoi'c 
within.     The  ftranger  confenting,  for 
the   fake  of  diverfion,  approached  it, 
and  in  a  terrible  tone,  demanded,  '  Who 

*  have    we   got   here?'   Ifaac    replied, 
with    a  lamentable  voice,    '  Here's  a 

*  poor  miferable  fmner,  who  has  got  a 

*  fmall  family  to   maintain,  and  no- 

*  thing  in  the  world  wherewithal,  but 

*  thefe  fifteen  millings,  which  if  you  rob 

*  me  of,  we   muft  all  ftarve  together.* 
— <  Who's  that  fobbing  in  the  other 
'  corner  ?'  faid  the  fuppofed  highway- 
man.    '  A  poor  unfortunate  woman,' 
anfwered  Mrs.  Weazel,  '  upon  whom 

*  I  beg  you  for  Chrift's  fake  to  have 

*  companion.'—'  Are    you    maid   or 
«  wife  ?'  faid  he.     «  Wife,  to  my  for- 

*  row,'  cried  fhe.    '  Who,  or  where  is 
'  your  hufband?'  continued  he.  '  My 
'  hufband,'  replied  Mrs.  Weazel,  '  is 
«  an  officer  in  the  army,  and  was  left 
'  fick  at  the  laft  inn  where  we  dined.'— 

*  You  muft  be  miftaken,  Madam,'  faid 
he,  {  for  I  myfelf  faw  him  get  into  the 
'  waggon  this   afternoon.     But   pray 
'  what  fmell   is  that?  Sure  your  lap- 
'  dog  has  befouled  himfelf ;   let    me 

*  catck    hold  of  the    nafty    cur,    I'll 

*  teach  him  bettef  manners.'     Here  he 
laid  hold  of  one  of  Weazel's  legs,  and 

pulled 
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him  out  from  under  his  wife's 
•.here  he  had  concealed  him-. 
;)oor  trembling  captain  be- 
ing  detected   in  this   inglorious  fitin- 
eyes,  and  affecting  to 
.1,  cried,   '  What's  the 

*  m  r  s  the  matter?' — '  Tlie 
'   muter   is   not  much,'  anfweicd   tlie 
hdiil-man,  '  I  only  called  in  to  enquire 

*  after  your  health;  and  fo  adieu,  mod 

*  noble  captain.'     So  laying,   he  clap- 
ped  fjiurs  to  his  boric,  and  was  out  of 

••.]  a  moment.  It  was  fume  time 
before  \Ve:izel  could  recolle61  himfeifj 
but  at  length  re-aflummgthe  big  look, 
i  id,  '  Damn  the  fellow!  why  did 
'  he  ride  away,  before  I  had  time  to 
him  how  his  loid  and  lady  do? 
4  Don't  you  remember Toxn,  my  dear?' 
addixfiing  himlclf  to  his  wife.  '  Yes,' 
replied  (he,  '  I  think  I  do  remember 
'  fomething  of  the  fellowj  but  you 
'  know  I  leldom  converfe  with  people 

*  t-f    his   ftuion.' — '   Hey-day!'   cried 
Joey,  '  do  yaw  knaw  the  young'  mon, 

*  coptain?'— '  Know  him,'  f.ud   Wea- 
2el,  '  many  a  time  has  he  filled  a  gh.'V  of 
'  Burgundy  for  me, -at  my  Lord  'I  i:p- 
'  pet's  table.' — '   And   what    may   his 
'  neamebe,  coptain?'  (aid  Joey.   '  His 

*  name!    his    name,    replied    Weazel, 
'  is  Tom  Rinfer.' — '  Waunds!'  cried 
Ju-.  v,  '  a  has  changed  nis   own  neame 

*  then!  for  Tie  lay  any  wager  he  was 

*  chriftened  John  Troirer.'     This  ob- 
icrvation    railed  a    laugh    againft  the 
captain,  who  leemed   very  much  dif- 
concened  j.  when   Ifaac  broke   filence, 
and  faid,  '  It  was   no  matter  who  or 

what  he  was>  fmce  he  has  not  proved 

the  robber  we  lufpecled.     And  we 

ought  to  blefs  God  for  our   ivi-iow 

efcape."— «  Bleis  God,'  laid  Weazel, 

blefs   the    devil!    for  wlint?  had  he 

been  a   highwayman,  I  fhould  have 

eat  his  bKod,  body  and  guts,  before 

he  had   robbed  me,  or  any   one  in 

this  Diligence,'—'  Ha,  ha,  ha!'  cried 

Mils  Jenny,  *   I   believe  you  will  eat 

'  all  you  kill,  indeed,  cap  am.'     The 

ufurer  was  fo  well  pkafed  at  the  event 

of  this  auventure,   that   he  could   not 

refrain  from   being    fcvurj  and   took 

notice  that  Captain  Weizel  itemed  to 

be  a  good  chiutian,  for  lie  had  armed 

himielt  with  patience  and  refignation, 

inltead  of  carnal  weapons;  Ji.d  work 

ed  out  his    falvation     with    fear   and 

trembling.     This    piece  of  fa  tire  oc- 

cafioned  a  great  deal  ut  mirth  at  Wea- 
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zel's  expence,  who  mqftem!  a  great 
many    oaths,    and     t  \>    cut 

I         siiuo.it.  The ttfurer taking hoM 
ot  thi*  menace,  faui,  '  Geuilcni 
'  ladies,  I    take   you    all    to   witnefs, 

•  that  my  life  is  in  danger  from  this 
1  bloody  minded  officer.    I'll  hive  him 

•  bou  tiu-  peace.'     This  fc- 
cond    Infer    procured     another    1  .ugh 
againft    him,    and  he  remained    cicit- 
fallen  during  the   remaining  part   of 
our  juutney. 


CHAP.  xnr. 

STRAP  AND  I  ARE  TERRIFIED  BY 
AN  APPARITION  —  STRAPS  CON- 
JECTURE— THE  MYSTERY  EX- 
PLAINED BY  JOEY — WE  ARRlVfc 

AT   LONDON — OUR    DRESS 
APPEARANCE     DESCRIBED — WE 
ARE  INSULTi'O  JN  THE  STREET 
—  AN  ADVENTURE   IN    AN  ALE- 
HOUSE  WE  ARE  IMPOM  O  UPO« 

BY  A  WAGGISH  FOOTMAN — SET 
TO  RIGHTS  BY  A  TOBACCONIST 

—TAKE    LODGINGS DIVE    FO*. 

A    DINNER — AN     ACCIDENT   AT 
OUR  ORDINARY. 

WE  anived  at  our  inn,  fupped, 
and  went  to  bvJ  j  but   b  i    ,>'» 
dilteinper  conti.UM.  '<ged 

to  nfc  in  ti>e  mi. 

taking  tl>e  candle  in   :  ch 

he  had    Itf't    bun    i.  . 
he  went  do  MI    i  .   .  .    urii.e, 

whence  in  a  (hot-    ti  . trrnol  in 

a   gif-at    huny,  w  in  iing 

on  er.il,   and   ;i   li;ck  K  .  ning  horror 

and  aftoMflimtiit.  \Vithout  lp  afcing 
a  word,  he  fet  down  the  IIL/H.  and 
jumped  into  bed  behind  nie,  where-  he 
I.  v  and  iremblcd  with  great  violence. 
W.ien  1  :Uked  him  what  w.»»  tl.e  mat- 
ter? he  rep  ied  with  a  hi'.k^i  .,  cent, 
'  God  have  mercy  on  us1.  1  nave  feea 
'  the  devil.'  Though  my  prejudice 
was  not  quite  fo  Itiong  as  his,  1  was 
t.ot  a  little  alarmed  at  iiiis  txclama- 
tion,  and  mucn  mi  re  lo,  whc..  1  heard 
th  found  of  bells  'vi"  i:>'  h:-ig  our 
crrv.ber,  and  felt  my  !,  i  r  \-j\v  cling 
to  me,  u luring  theie  words, 
'  Ciirilt  have  mercy  upon  us!  there 
'  he  comes.'  At  th.it  mltant,  a  nion- 
Arous  o\er-growfl  raven  entered  our 
chamber,  with  bells  at  his  feet,  and 
made  directly  towards  our  bed.  As 

this 
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this  creature  is  reckoned,  in  our  coun- 
try, a  common  vehicle  for  the  devil 
and  witches  to  play  their  pranks  in,  I 
verily  believed  we  were  haunted;  and, 
In  a  violent  fright,  fhrunk  under  the 
bed-cloaths.  This  terrible  apparition 
leapt  upon  the  bed,  and  after  giving 
us  feveral  fevere  dabs  with  it's-  beak 
through  the  blankets,  hopped  away  and 
•vanished.  Strap  and  I  recommended 
ourfelves  to  the  protection  of  Heaven 
with  great  devotion,  and  when  we  no 
longer  heard  the  noife,  ventured  to 
peep  up  and  take  breath.  But  we  had 
not  been  long  freed  from  this  phantom, 
when  another  appeared  that  had  well 
ni^h  deprived  us  both  of  our  fenfes. 
We  perceived  an  old  man  enter  the 
room,  with  a  long  white  beard  that 
reached  to  his  middle;  there  was  a 
certain  wild  peculiarity  in  his  eyes  and 
countenance,  that  did  not  favour  of 
this  world;  and  his  drefs  confuted  of 
a  brown  fluff  coat  buttoned  behind 
and  at  the  wrifts,  with  an  odd  fafhion- 
ed  cap  of  the  fame  fluff  upon  his  head. 
I  was  fo  amazed,  that  I  had  not  power 
to  move  my  eyes  from  fucli  a  ghafHy 
object,  but  lay  motionlefs,  and  faw 
him  come  flraight  up  to  me:  when  he 
reached  the  bed  he  wrung  his  hands, 
and  cried,  with  a  voice  that  did  not 
feem  to  belong  to  a  human  creature, 
'  Where  is  Ralph?'  I  made  no  reply; 
upon  which  he  repeated  in  an  accent 
ftill  more  preternatural;  '  Where  is 
•  Ralpho?"  He  had  no  fooner  pro- 
nounced thefe  words,  than  I  heard  the 
j'ound  of  the  bells  at  a  diilance;  which 
the  apparition  having  lillened  to,  tript 
aw;iy,  and  left  me  almoft  petrified  with 
fear.  It  was  a  good  while  before  I 
could  recover  niyfelf  fo  far  as  to  fpeak, 
and  when  at  length  I  turned  to  Strap, 
I  found  him  in  a  fit,  which,  however, 
<3id  not  laft  long.  When  he  came  to 
himfelf,  I  afked  his  opinion  of  what 
had  happened;  and  he  affined  me  that 
the  nYft  mu ft  certainly  be  the  foul  of 
feme  perfon  damned,  which  appeared 
by  the  chains  about  it's  legs;  (for  his 
fears  had  magnified  the  creature  to  the 
bignefs  of  a  horfe,  and  the  i'ound  of 
fmall  morrice  bells  to  the'clanking  of 
ma  fly  chains.)  As  for  the  old  man, 
he  took  it  to  be  the  fpirit  of  fomebody 
murdered  long  ago  in  this  place,  which 
had  power  granted  it  to  torment  the 
aflaflin  in  the  fliape  of  a  raven,  and 
{hat  Ralpho  was  the  name  of  the  laid 
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murderer.  Although  I  had  not  much 
faith  in  this  interpretation,  I  was  too 
much  troubled  to  enjoy  any  fleepj  an-:l 
in  all  my  future  adventures  never  paff- 
ed  a  night  fo  ill.  In  the  morning,  Strap 
imparted  the  whole  affair  to  Joey,  who, 
after  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter, 
explained  the  nr.it ter,  by  teliim;  him 
the  old  man  was  the  landlord's  father, 
who  had  been  an  idtot  fome  years, 
and  diverted  himfelf  with  a  tame  raven, 
which,  it  feems,  had  hopped  away 
from  his  apartment  in  the  night,  and 
induced  him  to  follow  it  to  our  cham- 
ber, where  he  had  enquired  after  it 
under  the  name  of  Ralpho. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  du- 
ring the  remaining  part  of  our  journey, 
which  continued  fix  \  or  feven  days 
longer.  At  length  we  entered  the  great 
city,  and  lodged  all  night  at  the  inn 
where  the  waggon  put  up.  Next  morn- 
ing, all  the  paffengers  parted  different 
ways;  while  my  companion  and  I 
fallied  out  to  enquire  for  the  member 
of  parliament,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter 
of  recommendation  from  Mr.  Crab. 
As  we  had  difcharged  our  lodging  at 
the  inn,  Strap  took  up  our  baggage, 
and  marched  behind  me  in  the  llreet 
with  the  knapfack  on  his  back,  asufual, 
fo  that  we  made  a  very  whimfical  ap- 
pearance. I  had  dreffed  myfelf  to  tire 
greateft  advantage;  that  is,  put  on  a 
clean  ruffled  mirt,  and  my  beft  thread 
{lockings:  my  hair  (which  was  of  the 
deepefl  red)  hung  down  upon  my 
fhoulders,  as  lank  and  ftraight  as  a 
pound  of  candles;  and  the  flciits  of  my 
coat  reached  to  the  middle  of  my  legj 
my  wailtcbat  and  breeches  were  of  the 
fame  piece,  and  cut  in  the  fame  taiiej 
and  my  hat  very  much  refembled  a  bar- 
ber's bafon  in  the  (hallownefs  of  the 
crown  ard  narrownefs  of  the  brims. 
Strap  was  habited  in  a  much  lefs  auk- 
ward  manner;  but  a  (hort  crop-eared 
wig  that  very  much  refembled  Scrub's 
in  the  play,  and  the  knapfack  on  his 
back,  added  to  what  is  called  a  queer, 
phiz,  occafioned  by  a  long  chin,  and 
hook  nofe  and  high  cheek  bones,  ren- 
dered him  on  the  whole  a  very  fit  fub- 
jeft  of  mirth  and  pleafantry.  As  we 
walked  along,  Strap,  at  my  defire,  in- 
quired of  a  carman  whom  we  met, 
whereabouts  Mr.  Cringer  lived;  and 
was  anfwered  by  a  ftare,  accompanied 
with  the  word  *  Anan!'  Upon  which 
I  came  up,  in  order  to  explain  the  quef- 


RODERICK    RANDOM. 


45 


but  had  the  misfortune  to  be  un- 
,iblt  iikewife,  the  carman  damn- 
ing us  for  a  louiy  Scutch  guard,  and 
whipping  his  horles  with  a  '  Gee-hoi' 
which  nettled  me  to  the  quick,  and 
rouzrd  the  indignation  of  Strap  iu  far, 
that  after  the  fellow  was  gone  a  good 
way,  he  told  me  he  would  fight  him 
for  a  farthing.  While  we  were  deli- 
berating upon  what  was  to  be  done,  an 
hack  ney. coachman  driving  foftly  along, 
and  perceiving  us  Handing  by  the  ken- 
nel, came  up  dole  to  us,  and  calling, 
1  A  coach,  matter!'  by  a  dextrous 
management  of  the  reini,  made  his 

.  ftumhle  in  the  wet,  and  bedaub 
us  all  over  with  mud.  After  which 
exploit  he  drove  on,  applauding  hira- 
felf  with  a  hearty  laugh,  in  which  fe- 
veral  people  joined,  to  my  great  mor- 
tification; but  one  more  compaflionate 
than  the  it  It,  feeing  us  itrangers,  ad- 
vifed  me  to  go  into  an  ale-houfe,  and 
dry  myfelf.  i  thanked  him  for  his 
advice,  which  I  immediately  complied 
with;  and  going  into  the  houfe  he 
pointed  out,  called  for  a  pot  of  beer, 
and  fat  down  by  a  fire  in  the  publiclc 
room,  where  we  cleaned  ourfelves  as 
well  as  we  could.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  wag,  who  fat  ia  a  box  fmoakiug  his 
pipe,  underttanding  by  our  dialed  that 
we  were  from  Scotland,  came  up  to  me, 
and,  with  a  grave  countenance,  afked 
how  long  I  had  been  caught.  As  1  did 
not  know  the  meaning  of  this  queftion, 
I  made  no  anfwer;  and  he  went  on, 
faying,  it  could  not  be  a  great  while, 
for  my  tail  was  not  yet  cut:  at  the  fame 
time  taking  bold  of  my  hair,  and  tip- 
ping the  wink  to  the  rctt  of  the  compa- 
ny, which  Teemed  highly  entertained 
with  his  wit.  I  was  inccnfed  at  this 
ulage,  but  afraid  of  relenting  it,  be- 
caule  I  happened  to  be  in  a  It  range 
place,  and  perceived  the  perfon  who 
/poke  to  me  was  a  brawny  fellow,  for 
whom  I  thought  mylelf  by  no  means 
a  match.  However,  Strap  iiaving  ei- 
ther more  courage  or  lefs  caution,  coui<J 
pot  put  up  with  th.-  intuits  that  I  luf- 
feredj  but  told  him,  in  a  peremp- 
tory tone,  he  was  an  uncivil  fellow 
for  making  fo  free  with  his  betters. 
Then  the  wit  going  toward  him,  aOced 
what  he  had  got  in  his  knapfack.  '  Is 
*  it  oatmeal  or  brimftone,  Sawney?' 
raid  lit,  leizing  l;i:n  by  the  chin,  which 
he  (hook,  to  the  inexnreflibie  diverlion 
oi  ail  prefent.  My  companion  feeling 


himfelfaflaulted  in  fiicban  opprobtiptis 
manner,  difengaged  him  felt  in  a  trice, 
and  lent  his  antagonist  fuch  a  box  on, 
the  ear,  as  made  him  ftagger  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  room;  and  in  a  moment  a 
ring  was  formed  for  the  comkatanu. 
Seeing  Strap  beginning  to  (hip,  and  my 
blood  being  heated  with  indignation, 
which  baniflied  all  other  thoughts,  I 
viulrefled  myfelf  to  the  ikin  in  an  in- 
ftant,  and  declared,  that  as  the  affront 
that  occafioned  the  quarrel  was  offered 
to  me,  I  would  fight  it  out  myfelf ; 
upon  which  one  or  two  cried  out, 
•  That's  a  brave  Scotch  boy!  you  (hall 
«  have  fair  play,  by  G— d!'  This  af- 
furancegave  me  frelh  ipirits,  and  going 
up  to  my  adverfary,  who  by  his  pale 
countenance  did  notfeem  much  inclined 
to  the  battle,  I  ftruck  him  fo  hard  on 
the  Itomach,  that  he  reeled  over  a  bench, 
and  fell  to  the  ground.  Then  I  at- 
tempted to  keep  him  down,  in  order  to 
improve  my  fuccefs,  according  to  the 
manner  of  my  own  country^  but  was 
reftrained  by  the  fpe&ators,  one  of 
whom  endeavoured  to  raife  uu  my  op- 
ponent, but  in  vain;  for  he  proteited 
he  would  not  fight,  for  he  was  not  quite 
recovered  of  a  late  illnefs.  I  was  v,ery 
well  pleafed  with  his  excufe,  and  im- 
mediately drtiled  myfelf,  having  ac- 
quired the  good  opinion  of  the  company 
for  nay  bravery,  as  well  as  of  my  com- 
rade Strap,  who  fhook  me  by  the  hand, 
and  withed  aie  joy  of  tfee  vt&ory. 
After  having  drank  our  pot,  and  dried 
our  cloaths,  we  enquired  of  the  land- 
lord if  he  knew  Mr.  Cringer  the  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  and  were  amazed  at 
his  repjyiog  in  the  negative;  for  we 
imagined  fee  mult  be  altogether  as  con- 
fpicuous  here  as  in  the  borough  he  re- 
prefentedj  but  he  told  us  we  might 
pofjibly  hear  of  him  as  we  pad  d  along. 
We  betook  ourfelves  therefore  to  the 
ftreet,  where  feeing  a  footman  itanding 
at  a  door,  we  made  up  to  hiro,  and 
afked  if  he  knew  where  our  patron 
lived.  This  member  of  the  part ,  co- 
loured fraternity  furveying  us  both  very 
minutely,  laid  he  knew  Mr.  Cringer 
very  well,  and  bade  us  turn  down  the 
fir  ft  itreet  on  our  Irt't  then  turn  to  the 
right,  and  then  to  the  left  again,  .iftcr 
which  perambulation  we  would  obit  ve 
a  lane,  through  which  we  mult  pUs, 
and  at  the  other  end  we  mould  find  an 
alley  that  leads  to  another  ftieet  wheie 
we  toould  ice  the  fign  of  the  Thutie  and 
Q  Three 
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Three  Pedlars,   and  there  he  lodged. 
We  thanked  him  for  his  information, 
and  went  forwards,  Strap  telling  me 
that  he  knew  this  perfon  to  be  an  honeft 
friendly  man  by  nis  countenance,  be- 
fore he  opened   his  mouth ;   in  which 
opinion  I  acquiefced,  afcribing  his  good 
manners  to  the  company  he  daily  faw 
}n   the   houfe  where  he  ferved.      We 
followed  his  directions  punctually,  in 
tnrnjn?  to  the  left  and  to  the  right,  and 
tp  the  left  again;  but  inftead  of  feeing 
a  lane  before  us,  found  ourfelves  at  the 
fide  of  the  river,  a  circumftance  that 
perplexed  us  not  a  little;  and  my  fel- 
Jow-traveller  ventured    to   pronounce, 
that  we  had  certainly  miffed  our  way. 
By  this  time  we  were  pretty  much  fa- 
tigued with  our  walk,  and  not  knowing 
how  to  proceed,   I  went  into  a  fmall 
fnuff.  (hop  hard  by,  encouraged  by  the 
fign  of  the  Highlander,  where  I  found, 
to    my   inexprefiible  Satisfaction,    the 
ihopkeeper  was  my  countryman.    He 
•was  no  Sooner  informed  of  our  pere- 
grination, and  the  directions  we  had 
received  from  the  footman,  than  he  in- 
formed us  we  had  been  impofed  upqnj 
telling   us   Mr.    Cringer  lived   in  the 
other  end  of  the  town,  and  that  it  would 
be  to  no  purppfe  for  us  to  go  thither  to- 
day,  for  by  that  time  he  was  gone  to 
the  Houfe.    I  then  alked  if  he  could  re- 
commend us  to  a  lodging.     He  rea- 
dily gave  us  a  line  to  one  pf  his  ac- 
quaintance, who  kept  a  chandler's  Shop 
not  far  from  St.  Martin's  Lane;  there 
we  hired  a  bed-room  up  two  pair  of 
itairs  at  the  rate  of  t  wofhiUings  per  week, 
fo  very  fmall,  that  when  the  bed  was  let 
down,  we  were  obliged  to  carry  out 
every  other  piece  of  furniture  that  be- 
longed to  the  apartment,  and  ufe  the 
b'edftead  by  way   of  chairs.      About 
•dinner-time  our  landlord  alked  us  how 
V?  propofed  to  live:  to  which  interro- 
gation we  anfwered  that  we  would  be 
idirefled  by  him.     '  Well,   then,'  fays 
he,  '  there  are  two  ways  of  eating  in 
f  this  town  for  people  of   your  condi- 
f  tion,    the   one   more   creditable   and 

*  expenfive  than  the  other;    the  firft  is, 

*  to  dine  at  an  eating-houfe  frequented 
f  by  well-drefTed  people  only;   and  the 

*  other  is -palled  diving,   praclifed  by 
f  thofe  who  are  either  obliged  or  in- 
f  clined  to  live  frugally.'     I  gave  him 
fo   underftand,  that  provided    the  laft 
v/as  not  infamous,  it  would  full  much 
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better  with  our  circumstances  than  the 
other.     «  Infamous!'   cried  he,    '  God 
forbid!     there   are   many    creditable 
people,  rich  people,  aye  and  fine  peo- 
ple, that  dive  every  day.    I  have  feen 
many   a    pretty    gentleman    with    a, 
laced   wailtcoat,  dine  in  that  manner 
very  comfortable  for  threepence  half- 
penny,   and    go    afterwards   to   the 
coffee-houfe,  where  he  made  a  figure 
with  the  belt  lord   in  the  land;  "but 
your  own  eyes  (hall  bear  witncis,  I 
will  go  along  with  you  to-day,  and 
introduce  you.1  He  accordingly  con- 
dufted  us  to  a  certain  lane,  where  flop- 
ping,  he  bade  us  obferve  him,  and  do 
as  he  did,  and  walking  a  few  paces, 
dived  into  a  cellar,  and  disappeared  in 
an  inftant.     I   followed  his   example, 
and  descending  very  fuccefsfully,  found 
myfelf  in  the  middle  of  a  cook's  mop, 
almoft  fuffbcated    with   the   iteams    of 
boiled  beef,  and  furrounded  by  a  com- 
pany of  hackney-coachmen,  chairmen, 
draymen,  and  a  few  footmen   out  of 
place  or  on  board  wages,  who  fat  eating 
Shin  of  beef,  tripe,  cow-heel,  or  fau- 
fat,es,  at  Separate  boards,  covered  with 
cloths,     which     turned    my    Stomach. 
Whiie  J  Stood  in  amaze,   undetermined 
whether  to  fit  down  or  walk  upwards 
again,  Strap  in  his  delcent  miffing  one 
pf  the  Steps,   tumbled    headlong   into 
this  infernal  ordinary,  and  overturned 
the  cook  as  She  carried  a  porringer  of 
foup  tq  one  of  the  gueSts.     In  her  fall 
She  daShed  the  whole  mefs  againft  the 
legs  of  a  drummer  belonging  to  thefoot- 
guards,  who  happened  to  be  in  her  way, 
and  fcaided  him  fo  miserably,  that  he 
Started  up,  and  danced  up  and  down, 
uttering  a   volley   of  execrations   that 
made  my  hair  Stand  on  end.     While 
he  entertained  the  company  in  this  man- 
ner, with  an  eloquence  peculiar  to  him- 
felf,  the  cook  got  up,  and  after  a  hearty 
curfe  on  the  poor  author  of  this  mil- 
chance,  who  lay  un.Her  the  table  fcratch- 
ing  his  rump  with  a  woeful   counte- 
nance, emptied  a  falt-feller  in  her  hand, 
and  Stripping  down  the  patient's  Stock- 
ing,   which    brought    the    Skin    along 
with  it,  applied  the  contents  to  the  lore. 
This  poultice  was  fcarce  laid  on,  whe.n 
the  drummer,  who  had  begun  to  abate 
of   his  exclamation,    broke  forth  into 
fuch  a  hideous  yell,  as  made  the  whole 
company  tremble;  then  Seizing  a  pew- 
ter pint-pot  that  Stood  by  him,  fqueezed 
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NIC  fides  of  it  together,  as  if  it  had  been 
ut  pliant  leather,  grinding  hi» 
.1  iliL-  luiix-  tune  \viih  the  moft 
honi'ur  jMin.  CJuclling  ihc  caufe  of 
this  violent  tranfporf,  1  bade  the  wo- 
in  ui  w.ilh  olK  the  fait,  and  bathe  the 
part  with  oil,  which  (he  did,  and  pro- 
:  linn  imniL-diate  eaf?.  But  here 
another  difficulty  occuned,  which  was 
no  other  than  the  landlady's  infilling 
on  his  paying  for  the  pot  he  had  ren- 
dered ufcleis.  He  fwore  he  would  pay 
for  nothing  but  what  he  had  eaten,  and 
bade  her  be  thankful  for  his  modera- 
tion, 01  cllc  lie  would  profecute  her  for 
damnges.  Strap  foiefl-eing  the  whole 
affair  would  lie  at  his  dour,  promifed 
to  fatisf'y  the  cook,  and  called  for  a 
dram  of  gin  to  treat  the  drummer, 
which  entirely  appealed  him,  and  com- 
pofed  all  animoi'ities.  -After  this  ac- 
commodation, our  landlord  and  we  fat 
down  at  a  board,  and  dined  upon  fliin 
of  beef  moll  delicioufly;  our  reckoning 
amounting  to  twopence  halfpenny  each, 
bread  and  fmall-beer  included. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

1VE  VISIT  STRAP'S  FRIEND  —  A  DE- 
SCRIPTION OF  HIM — HIS  AD- 
VICE—  WE  GO  TO  MR.  CRIN- 
GER'S  HOUSE— -ARE  DENIED  AD- 
MITTANCE— AN  ACCIDENT  BE- 
FALa  STRAP— HIS  BEHAVIOUR 
THEREUPON  —  AN  EXTRAORDI- 
NARY ADVENTURE  OCCURS,  IN 
THE  COURSE  OF  WHICH  I  LOSE 
ALL  MY  MONtY. 

IN  the  afternoon,  my  companion  pro- 
pcied  to  call  at  his  tritnd's  houle, 
which,  we  were  informed,  was  in  the 
neighbourhood,  whither  we  according- 
ly went,  and  were  (b  lucky  as  to  find 
him  at  home.  This  gentleman,  who 
had  come  from  Scotland  three  or  four 
years  before,  kept  a  fchool  in  town, 
where  he.  taught  the  Latin,  French, 
and  Italian  languages;  but  what  he 
chiefly  profefled,  was  the  pronunciation 
of  the  Englifli  tongue,  after  a  method 
more  fpeedy  and  uncommon  than  any 
-praclifed  heretofore;  and  indeed  if  his 
fcholars  (poke  like  their  mafter,  the 
latter  part  of  his  undertaking  was  cer- 
tainly performed  to  a  tittle;  for,  al- 
though I  could  eafdy  undcilland  every 
word  oi'  whit:  I  had  heurd  hitherto  lince 
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I  entered  England,  three  pajts  in  four 
of  hit  dn.cct  were  as  unintelligible  to 
me,  as  if  he  had  fpokm  in  Ai.ibick  or 
Irifh.  He  was  amiddle-iized  man,  ?.n  i 
Itooped  very  much,  though  not  above 
the  age  of  forty;  his  face  was  fright- 
fully pitted  with  ihc  fmall-pox,  and 
his  mouth  extended  from  CHI  to  ear. 
He  was  dreflcd  in  a  night-gown  of 
pLid,  fattened  about  his  middle  with 
a  ferjeant's  old  fafh,  and  a  tie  perri- 
wig  with  a  fore- top  three  inches  high, 
in  the  fafhion  of  King  Charles  the 
Second's  reign.  After  he  had  receiv- 
ed Strap  (who  was  related  to  him)  very 
courteously,  he  enquired  of  him  who 
I  was:  and  being  informed,  took  me 
by  the  hand,  telling  me  he  was  at  fchool 
with  my  father.  When  he  underltood 
my  fituation,  he  allured  me  that  he 
would  do  me  all  the  fervice  in  his 
power,  both  by  his  advice  and  other- 
wife;  and  while  he  fpoke  thefe  words, 
eyed  me  with  great  attention,  walking 
round  me  feferal  tinles,  and  mutter- 
ing, «  O  Ch— It!  O  Ch— ft!  fat  a 
'  iaight  is  here!'  I  foon  gUeffed  the 
re  a  fbn  of  his  ejaculation,  and  faid,  '  I 
4  fuppoie,  Sir,  you  are  nbt  pleafed 

*  with  my  drei's.'— - '  Drefs,'  anfwered 
he,  '  you  may  caal  it  fat  you  pleafe  in. 
'  your  country,  but  I  vaw  to  Gad,  'tis 
'  a  mafquerade  here.    No  Chriftian  will 
'  admit   fuch  a  figure  into   his  hawfe. 

•  Upon  my  conscience!   I  wonder  the 
'  dogs  did    not  hunt  you.      Did  you 
'  pals  through    St.    James's  Market? 
'  God  blefs  my  eye-laight!  you  look 
'  like  a  coufin-german  of  Oman  Ou- 
'  tang.'     I  began  to  be  a  little  ieiious 
at  this  difcourfe,  and  afked  him,  if  he 
thought  I  mould  obtain  entrance  to- 
morrow at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Cringer, 
on  whom  I  cliitHy  depended,    for  an 
introduction     into     bu  finds.       «  Mr. 
'  Cringer,  Mr.   Cringer,'   replied  he, 
fcratchmg  his  cheek,   «  may  be  a  very 
'  honeft  gentleman}  I   know   nothing 
'  to  the  contrary:   but  is  your  fole  de- 
'  pendance  upon  him?     Who  recoin- 
'  mended  you  to  him?'     I  puJJed  out 
Mr.   Crab's  letter,  and   told  him   the 
foundation  of  my  hopes;  at  which  he 
(tared  at  me,  and  repeated,   •  Ch — ft!' 
I  began  to  conceive  bad  omens   from 
this  behaviour  of  his,  and  begged  he 
would  aflltt  me  with  his  advice;  which 
he  promifed  to  give  very  frankly;   and 
as  a  fpecimen,  directed  us  to  a  perriwig 
wjrehoufe,    in  the  neighbourhood,    in 

(»  '_  order 


cider  to  be  accommodated;  laying 
ftrong  injunctions  on  me  not  to  appear 
before  Mr.  Cringer  till  I  had  parted 
with  thefe  carroty  locks,  which  (he 
(aid)  were  fufficient  to  beget  an  anti- 
pathy againft  me,  in  all  mankind.  And 
as  we  were  going  to  purfue  this  ad- 
vice, he  called  me  back,  and  bade  me 
be  fure  to  deliver  my  letter  into  Mr. 
Cringer'* own  hand.  As  we  walked  a- 
long,  Strap  triumphed  greatly  in  our  re- 
ception with  his  friend,  who  (it  fetms) 
had  aflured  him,  he  would  in  a  day  or 
two  provide  for  him,  with  fome  good 
mafter;  '  And  now,'  fays  he,  '  you 
fhall  fee  how  I  will  fit  you  with  a 
wig.  There's  ne'er  a  barber  in  Lon- 
don (and  that's  a  bold  word)  can 
palm  a  rotten  caul, 'or  a  penny- weight 
of  dead  hair  upon  me.'  And  indeed 
this  zealous  adherent  did  wrangle  fo 
long  with  the  merchant,  that  he  was 
defired  twenty  times  to  leave  the  fliop, 
and  lee  if  he  could  get  one  cheaper 
elfewhere.  At  length  I  made  choice 
of  a  good  handfome  bob,  for  which  I 
paid  ten  {hillings;  and  returned  to  our 
lodging,  where  Strap,  in  a  moment, 
rid  me  of  that  hair  which  had  given 
the  fchoolmafter  fo  much  offence. 

We  got  up  next  day  betimes,  having 
been  informed  that  Mr.  Gringer  gave 
audience  by  candle  light  to  all  his  de- 
pendants; he  himfelf  being  obliged  to 
attend  the  levee  of  my  Lord  Terrier  at 
Kreak  of  day,  becaufe  his  lordfhip 
made  one  at  the  m Snifter's  between 
efght  and  nine  o'clock.  When  we  came 
to  Mr.  Cringer's  door,  Strap,  to  give 
me  an  inftanceof  his  politenefs,  ran  to 
the  knocker,  which  he  employed  fo 
loud  and  fo  long,  that  he  alarmed  the 
whole  ftreet;  and  a  window  opening 
In  the  fecond  ftory  of  the  next  houfe, 
a  chamber-pot  was  difcharged  upon 
him  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  the  poor  bar- 
ber was  wet  to  the  fkin,  while  I,  being 
hickily  at  fome  diftance,  efcaped  the 
unfavoury  deluge.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  footman  opening  the  door,  and  feeing 
nobody  in  the  itreet  but  us,  afked  with 
a  ftern  countenance,  if  it  was  I  who 
made  fuch  a  damned  noife,  and  what 
I  wanted.  I  told  him  I  had  bufinefs 
with  his  mafter,  whom  I  defired  to  fee. 
Upon- which  he  clapped  the  door  in 
my  face,  telling  me  I  muft  learn  better 
manners  before  I  could  have  accefs  to 
his  mafter.  Vexed  at  this  difappoint- 
tpent,  I  turned  my  refentment  againft 


Strap,  whom  I  fharply  reprimanded" 
for  his  prefumption ;  but  he  not  in  the 
lead  regarding  what  I  faid,  wrung  the 
urine  out  of  his  perriwig,  and  lifting 
up  a  large  ftone,  flung  it  with  fuch- 
force  againft  the  ftreet -door  of  the  houfe 
from  whence  he  had  been  bedewed, 
that  the  lock  giving  wayy  it  flew  wide 
open,  and  he  took  to  his  heels,  leaving 
rne  to  follow  him  as  I  could.  Indeed 
there  was  no  time  for  deliberation;  I 
therefore  purfaed  him  with  all  the  (peed; 
I  could  exertr  until  we  found  ourfelves, 
about  the 'dawn,  in  a  ftreet  we  did 
not  know.  Here  as  we  wandered 
along,  gaping  aboutr  a  very  decent 
fort  of  a  man  pafling  by  me,  flopped 
of  a  fudden,  and  took  up  fomething, 
which  having  examined,  he  turned,  and 
pref'ented  it  to  me  with  thefe  words^ 

*  Sir,  you  have  dropt  half  a  crown.' 
I  was  not  a  little  fui  prized  at  this  in- 
ftance  of  honefty,   and  told  him  it  did 
not  belong  to  me^  but   he  bid  me  re- 
collet,  and  fee  if  all  my  money  was 
fafe:    upon   which    I    pulled   out   my 
purfe   (for  I  had  bought  one  fince  I 
came  to  town)  and  reckoning  my  mo- 
ney in  my  hand,   which  was  now  re- 
duced to  five  guineas,    fevefr  (hillings 
and  two-pence,   affured  him  I  had  loft 
nothing.     '  Well,  then,'  fays  he,   «  fo 

*  much  the  better;   this  is  God  feudi 
'  and  as  you  two  were  prefent  when  f 
'  picked  it  up,  you  areentitled  to  equal 
'  mares  with  me.'     I  was  aftonifhed  at 
thefe  words,  and  looked  upon  this  per- 
fon  to  be  a  prodigy  of  integrity,   but 
abfolutely  refufed  to  take  any  part  of 
thefum.     '  Come,  gentlemen,'  faid  he, 
'  you  are  too  modeft.     I  fee  you  are 
'  fti-angers;    but    you    fhall   give   me 
'  leave  to  treat  you  with  a  wet  this  cold 
'  raw  morning.'     I   would   have   de- 
clined this  invitation,    but  Strap  whif- 
pered  to  me,  that  the  gentleman  would 
be  affronted,  and  I  complied.     '  Where 

*  fhall  we  go?'   faid   the   ftrangerj  '  I 

*  am   quite   ignorant   of  this   part  of 
'  the  town.'     I  informed  him  that  we 
were   in   the   fame   fituation.       Upon 
which  he  propofed  to  go  into  the  firft 
publick-houfe   we   fhould   find    open; 
and  as  we  walked  together,  he  began 
in    this    manntr— '  I     find   by    your 
'  tongues  you  are  from  Scotland,  gen- 
'  tlemen.      My   grandmother   by    the 
'  father's  fide  was  of  your  country,  and 
'  I  am  fo  prepofleffed  in  it's  favour, 
'  that  I  never  meet  a  Scotchman  but 

*  my- 
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my  heart   warms.     The   Scots  are  a 
very  brave  people.     There  is  force 
a  grtat  family  in   the   kingdom   th.»t 
cannot   boalt   of  feme  exploits  per- 
formed by    it's   anceltors  many  hun- 
dred    yean     ngo.        There's     your 
Douglnfles,     Gordons,      Campbds, 
Hamilt -ms!     We  h:iv«  no  fuch   an- 
cient families  here  in  England.  Then 
you  are  all  well   educated.     I  have 
known  a   pedlar  talk  in  Greek  and 
Hebrew,  as  well  as  if  they  had  been 
his  mother-tongue.  And  forhonelly, 
I  once  had  a  fervent,  his  name  was 
Gregory  Macgregor,  I  would  have 
trulted  him  with  untold  gold.'    This 
ettlogium  on  my  native  country  gain- 
ed my  affection  fo  llrongly,  that  I  be- 
Jieve   I    cculd   have   gone  to  death   to 
ll-rve   the   author;    and    Strap's    eyes 
I'wam  in  tears.   At  length,  as  we  palled 
through  a  dark  nanow  lane,  we  per- 
ceived a  publick-houfe;  which  we  en- 
tered;  and  found  a  man  fitting  by  the 
fire,   fmoaking  a  pipe,    with  a  pint  of 
purl  before  him.      Our  new  acquaint- 
ance aflced  us  if  ever  we  had  drank  egg 
fli}>:   to   which  queftion  we  anfwering 
in  the  negative,    he  afTured  us  of  a  re- 
gale,   and  ordered  a  quart  to  be  pre- 
pared, calling  for  pipes  and  tobacco  at 
the  fame  time.     We  found  this  com- 
pofition    very    palatable,    and    drank 
heartily;  the  converfation  (which  was 
introduced   by  the  gentleman)  turning 
upon  the  fnares  that  young  unexperi- 
enced people   are  expofed   to  in    this 
metropolis.     He  defcribed  a  thoufand 
cheats  that  are  daily  praflifed  upon  the 
ignorant  and  unwary;  and  warned  us 
of  them  with  fo  much  good-nature  and 
concern,  that  we  blefled   the  opportu- 
nity which  threw  us  in  his  way.    After 
we  had  put  the  cann  about  for  Ibme 
rime,  our  new  friend  be^an  to  yawn, 
telling  us  he  had  been  up  all  night  with 
a  lick  perfon;  and  propofed  we  fliould 
have  rccourfc  to  fome  diverfion  to  keep 
him  awake.     '  Suppofe,'  faid  he,  •  we 
fhould  take  a  hand- at  whift  for  paf- 
time.     But   let    me   fee,    that   won't 
do,  there's  only  three  of  us;  and   I 
cannot  play  at  any  other  game.     The 
truth  is,  I  feldom  or  never  play,  but 
out  of    complaifance,  or  at  fuch    a 
t:me  as  this,  when  I  am  in  danger  of 
falling  nftesp.'     Although  I  was  not 
much   inclined   to  gaming,   I   felt   no 
Sverfion  to  pafs  an  hour  or  fwo  at  ranis 
with  a  friend;  and  knotting  that  Strap 


undrrftood  as  much  of  the  matter  a«  I, 
made   no  fcriiplc  of  faying,    '  I   wi(h 
4  we  could  find  a  fourth  hand.'  While 
we  were  in  this  perplexity,  the  perfoa 
whom  we  found   in  the  hoale  at  our 
entrance,   over- hearing  our  difcourfe, 
took  the   pipe   from    his    mouth    very 
gravely,  and  accofted  us  tlnis:  *  Gen- 
4  tlemen,    my   pipe   is  out,    you  fee,* 
making  the  ames   into  the  fire,  '  and 
4  rather  than  you  mould  be  baulked,  I 
4   don't  care  if  I  take  a  hand  with  you 
'  for  a  trifie;  but  remember  I   won't 
4  play  for  any  thing  of  confequence/ 
We  accepted  his  proffer  with  pleafurr; 
having  cut  for  partners,  it  fell  to  my 
lot  to  play  with  him  againft  our  fri-rmf 
and  Strap,  for  three-pence  a  game.    We 
were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  in  a  fliort  time 
I  was  half  a  crown  gainer;,  when  the 
gentleman   whom  we  had  inet  in  the 
ftreet  obferving  we  had  no  luck  to-day, 
propofe'l  to  leave  off,   or  change  part- 
ners.    By    this  time  I  was    enflamed 
with  my  good  fortune  and  the  expecta- 
tion of  improving  it,  as  I  perceived  the 
two  Grangers  played  hut   indifferently; 
therefore  I  voted   for  giving  him  his 
revenge;    and    cutting    again,    Strap' 
and  I  (to  our  mutual  fatisfa61ion)  hap- 
pened to  be  partners.     My  good  fur- 
tune  attended  me  Hill,  and  in  Jefs  than0 
an  hour  we  had  got  thirty  (hillings  of 
their  money;  for  aa  they  loft,  they  grev»s 
rhe  keener,   and  doubled   (lakes  every 
time.     At  h(r.  the  inconftxnt  goddefr 
began  to  veer  about,  and  we  were  very 
loon  (tripped  of  all  our  gain,  and  about 
forty  millings  of  our  own  money.  Thi*' 
lofs  mortified   me  extremely,  and  hid 
a  vifsble  tffeft  on  the  mufcles  of  Strap's 
face,  which  lengthened  apice;  but  our 
nntagnnifts   perceiving  our   condition, 
kindly  permitted  us  to  retrieve  our  loi$, 
and   conible  ourfelves  with  a  new  ac- 
quifition.     Then  my  companion  wifely 
fuggetted  it  was  time  to  be  gone;  upon 
which  the  perfon  who  had  joined  us  in 
the   houfe  began   to   curfe   the  cards; 
and  muttered  thst  we  were  indebted  toi 
fortune  only  for  what  we  had  got,  no 
pirt  of  our  fucccfs  being  owing  to  our 
good  play.      This    i-fmuation  nettled 
me  fo  much  that  I  chr.!iengjd  hi™  to 
a  game  of  picqirt  for  :i  cimvr,;  and  lie 
was  with  diffrui'y  p"Hindrd  to  accept 
the    invitation.       1 1'  t-nded, 

in  lei's  than  an  hour,  to  my  inexpref- 
fihle  affliction,  who  loll  tvtiy  (hilling 
of  my  own  money,  Strap 
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refufing  to  fupply  me  with  a  fixpence. 
The  gentleman,  at  whofe  requeft  we 
had  come  in,  perceiving  by  my  dif- 
confolate  looks  the  fituation  of  my 
heart,  which  well  nigh  burfted  with 
grief  and  refentment,  when  the  other 
ftranger  got  up,  and  went  away  with 
my  money,  began  in  this  manner: 
I  am  triiiy  afflicted  at  your  bad  luck, 
and  would  willingly  repair  it,  was 
it  in  my  power.  But  what  in  the 
name  of  goodnefs  could  provoke  you 
to  tempt  your  fate  fo  long?  It  is  al- 
ways a  maxim  with  gameitei  s,  to  pur- 
fue  fuccefs  as  far  as  it  will  go,  and 
to  (top  whenever  fortune  fhifts  about. 
You  area  young  man,  and  your  paf- 
fions  too  impetuous;  you  muft  lenrn 
to  govern  them  better.  However, 
there  is  no  experience  like  that  which 
is  bought;  you  will  be  the  better  for 
this  the  longefl  day  you  have  to  live. 
As  for  the  fellow  who  has  got  your 
money,  I  don't  half  like  him.  Did 
not  you  obferve  me  tip  you  the  wink, 
to  leave  off  in  time?'  I  anfwered 
No.'— 'No,'  continued  he,  '  you  was 
too  eager  to  mind  any  thing  but  the 
game.  But,  hark'e,'  faid  he  in  a 
whifper,  '  are  you  fatisfied  of  that 
young  man's  honefty?  his  looks  are 
a  little  fuipicious;  but  I  may  be  mif- 
taken;  he  made  a  great  many  gri- 
maces while  he  flood  behind  you: 
this  is  a  very  wicked  town.'  I  told 
him  I  was  very  well  convinced  of  my 
comrade's  integrity,  and  that  the  gri- 
maces he  mentioned  were  doubtlefs 
owing  to  his  anxiety  at  my  lof's.  '  O 

*  ho!  if  that  be  the  cafe,  I  afk  his  par- 

•  don. — Landlord,  fee  what's  to  pay?' 
The  reckoning  amounted  to  eighteen 
pence,    which  having  difcharged,    the 
gentleman  (hook  us  both  by  the  hand, 
and  faying  he  mould  be  very  glad  to 
lee  us  again,  departed. 

CHAP.    XV. 

STRAPMORALIZES — PRESENTS  HIS 
PURSE  TO  ME — WE  INFORM  OUR 
LANDLORB  OF  MY  MISFORTUNEj 
HE  UNRAVELS  THE  MYSTERY— 
I  PRESENT  MYSELF  TO  CRINGER 
—HE  RECOMMENDS  AND  TURNS 
ME  OVER  TO  MR.  STAYTAPE— 
I  BECOME  ACQUAINTED  WITH  A 
FELLOW  DEPENDANT,  WHO  EX- 
PLAINS THE  CHARACTERS  OP 
CRINGER  AND  STAYTAPE— AND 


INFORMS  ME  OF  THE  METHOD. 
TO  BE  PURSUED  AT  THE  NAVY- 
OFFICE  AND  SURGEON'S  HALL 
-*-STRAP  IS  EMPLOYED. 

IN  our  way  to  our  lodging,  after  a 
profound  filence  on  both  fides,  Strap 
with   a  hideous   groan   obferved,   that 
we  had   brought   our  pigs    to   a   fine 
market.     To  this  obfcr?ation  I  made 
no  reply,  and  he  went  on:    '  God  fend 
us  well  out  of  this  place,  we  have  not 
been  in  London  eight  and  forty  hours, 
and  I  believe  we  have  met  with  eight 
and  forty  thoiifand  misfortunes.    We 
have  been  jeered,  reproached,  buffet- 
ed, pifled  upon,  and  at  lalt  ftript  of  our 
money;  and,  I  fuppofe,  by  and  by  we 
(hall  be  itript  of  our  (kins.  Indeed,  as 
to  the  money- part  of  it,  that  was  ow- 
ing to  our  own  folly;   Solomon  fays, 
Bray  a  fool  in  a  mortar,  and  he  'wilt 
never  be  wife.     Ah!  God  help  us, 
an  ounce    of    prudence    is  worth   a 
pound  of  gold.'     This  was  no  time 
for  him  to  tamper  with  my  difpofition, 
already  mad  with  my  lofs,  and  inflamed 
with  refentment  againft  him  for  having, 
refuled  me  a  little  money  to   attempt 
to  retrieve  it.     I  therefore  turned  to- 
waids  him  with  a  ftern  countenance, 
and   aiked,   who  he  called   fool!   Be- 
ing altogether   unaccuflomed   to   fuch 
looks  from  me,  he  flood  flill  and  flared 
in  my  face  for  fome  time;  then  with 
fome  confulion,  uttered,  'Fool;  I  call- 
ed   nobody   fool  but   myl'elf;  I    anx 
fure  I  am  thegreateit  fool  of  the  two, 
for  being  fo  much  concerned  at  other 
people's  misfortunes :  but  Nemo  om- 
nibus  harts  fapit,    that's  all,    that's 
all.*     Upon  which  a  filence  enfued, 
that  brought  us  to  our  lodging,  where 
I  threw  myfelf  upon  the  bed  in  an  ago^ 
ny  of  defpair,  relblved  to  perim  rather 
than  apply  to  my  companion  or  any 
other  body  for  relief;  but  Strap,    who 
knew   my    temper,    and   whole    heart 
bled  within  him  at  my  diftrefs,  after 
fome  paufe  came  to  the  bed-fide,  and 
putting  a  leathern  purfe  into  my  hand, 
burft  into  tears,  crying,  '  I  know  what 
you  think:  but  I  fcorn  your  thoughts ! 
There's  all  I  have  in  the  world,  take 
it,  and  I'll  perhaps  get  more  for  you 
before  that  be  done.     If  not,  I'll  beg 
for  you,   fteal  for  you,  go  through 
the  wide  world  with  you,  and  ilarve 
with  you:   for,  though  I  be  a  poor 
cobler's  fon,  I  am  no  fcout.'   I  was 

ft 


RODERICK     RANDOM. 


fo  touched  with  the  generous  paffion  of 
this  poor  creature,  that  I  could  not 
i  chain  fiom  weeping  alfo,  and  we 
mingled  our  teats  together  for  fome 
tiuit.  Upon  examining  the  purfe,  I 
found  in  it  two  half-guineas  and  half 
a  crown,  which  I  would  have  returned 
to  him,  laying,  he  knew  better  than  I 
how  to  manage  it;  but  he  abfolutely 
ictuied  my  propoial,  and  told  me,  it 
was  more  realbnable  and  decent  that  he 
ihould  depend  upon  me  who  was  a  gen- 
tleman,  than  that  1  mould  be  con- 
r ion icd  by  him. 

After  this  friendly  conteft  was  over, 
and  our  minds  more  at  cafe,  we  in- 
formed our  I'niidioid  of  waat  had  hap- 
pened to  us,  taking  care  to  conceal  the 
extremity  to  which  we  were  reduced. 
He  no  fooner  heard  the  Itory,  than  he 
allured  us  we  had  been  grievonily  im- 
pofed  upon  by  a  couple  of  (harpers, 
who  were  aflociates;  and  that  this  po- 
lite, hontft,  friendly,  humane  perion, 
who  had  treated  us  fo  civilly,  was  no 
pther  than  a  rafcally  money-dropper, 
who  made  it  his  bufmeis  to  decoy 
itrangers  in  that  manner  to  one  of  his 
own  haunts,  where  an  accomplice  or 
two  were  always  waiting  to  alii  It  in 
pillaging  the  prey  he  had  run  down. 
Here  the  good  man  recounted  a  great 
many  ftones  of  people  who  had  been 
Jeduccd,  cheated,  pilfered,  beat — 
nay,  even  murdered,  by  luch  villain?. 
I  was  confounded  at  the  aitifict  and 
wickednefs  of  mankind;  and  Strap, 
lifting  up  his  eyes  and  hands  to  Hjaven, 
prayeJ  that  God  would  deliver  him 
from  Inch  icenes  of  iniquity)  for  iure- 
Jy  the  devil  had  let  up  his  throne  in 
London.  Our  landlord  being  curious 
to  know  what  reception  we  had  met 
with  at  Mr.  Cringer's,  we  acquainted 
him  with  the  particulars,  at  which  he 
(hook  his  head,  and  told  us  we  had 
not  gone  the  right  way  to  work;  that 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done  with  a 
m — b — r  of  p-r-rin — nt  without  a  bribe; 
that  the  lervant  was  commonly  intecled 
with  the  malter's  diieafe,  and  expected 
to  be  paid  for  his  work,  as  well  as  his 
betters.  He  therefore  adviled  me  to 
give  the  footman  a  milling  the  next 
time  I  (hould  delire  admittance  to  my 
patron,  or  elle  I  ihould  fcarce  find  an 
opportunity  to  deliver  my  letter.  Ac- 
cordingly, next  morning,  when  the 
oor  was  opened,  1  dipt  a  (hilling  into 
is  hand,  and  to!4  him  I  had  a  letter 
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for  his  matter.  I  found  the  good  cf- 
fe&s  of  my  liberality}  for  the  fellow 
let  me  in  immediately,  and  taking  the 
letter  *nit  of  my  hand,  defired  me  to 
wait  in  i  kind  of  paflage,  for  an  an- 
fwer.  In  thib  place  I  continued  hand- 
ing for  three  quarterg  of  an  hour, 
during  which  time  1  faw  a  great  many 
young  fellows,  whom  I  formerly  knew 
in  Scotland,  pafs  and  repafs,  with  an 
air  of  familiarity,  in  their  way  to  and 
from  the  audience-chamber;  while  I 
was  fain  to  Hand  fbivering  in  the  cold, 
and  turn  my  back  to  them,  that  they 
might  not  perceive  the  lowneis  of  my 
condition.  At  length  Mr.  Cringer 
came  out  to  fee  a  young  gentleman  to 
the  door,  who  was  no  other  than  Squire 
Gawky,  drefled  in  a  very  gay  fuit  of 
cloaths.  At  parting,  Mr.  Cringer  (hook 
him  by  the  hand,  and  told  him  he 
hoped  to  have  the  pleafuie  of  his  com- 
pany at  dinner.  Then  turning  about 
towards  me,  aflced  what  were  my  com- 
mands; when  he  understood  1  was  the 
perion  who  had  brought  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Crab,  he  affefted  to  recollect  my 
name;  which,  however,  he  pretended 
he  could  not  do,  till  he  had  confulted 
the  letter  again;  to  fave  him  that 
trouble,  I  told  him  my  name  was  Rin- 
dom.  Upon  which  he  went  on,  '  Ay, 

*  ay,    Random,    Random,  Random— 

*  I  think  I  remember  the  name:'  and 
very  well   he  might;   for  this  very  in- 
dividual  Mr.  Cringer  had  many  a  time 
rode    before    my    grandfather's   cloak- 
bag,  in  quality  of  a  footman.     '  Well,* 
lays  he,    «  you  propofe  to  go  on  board 
'  a  man  of  war,  as  furgeon's  mate.'     I 
replied  by  a  low  bow.    '  1  believe  it  will 
'   he  a  difficult  matter,'  continued  he, 
4  to  procure  a  \varrant,  there  being  al» 
«  ready  inch  a  fwarm  of  Scotch   fur- 
'  geons  at  the  Navy  Office,  in  expecla,- 
'  tion   of  the  next  vacancy,    that  the 
'  comnuffioners    are    afraid    of   being 
'  torn   to    pieces,    and    have    actually 
'  applied  for  a  guard  to  protefl  them. 
'   However,  fome  (hips  will  foon  be  put 
'   into  commiliion,  and  then    we  (hall 
'  fee  what's  to  be  done.'     So  faying, 
he  left  me  exceedingly  mortified  at  the 
different  rereption  Mr.  Gawky  and  I 
ha«l  met  with  from  this  upltart,  proud, 
mean  member;  who,  1  imagined,  would 
have  been  glad  of  nn  opportunity  to  be 
gratef'il  fj.  the  obligations  he  owed  to 

At  my  return,  \  was  furprised  with 

the 
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the  agreeable  news  of  Strap's  being  em- 
ployed on  the  recommendation  of  his 
friend  the  fchoolmafter,  by  a  perriwig- 
maker  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  al- 
Jowed  him  iwe  millings  per  week,  be- 
fides  bed  and  board.  I  continued  to 
dance  attendance  every  other  morning 
at  the  levee  of  Mr.  Cringer,  during  a 
fortnight,  in  which  time  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  a  young  fellow  of  my 
own  country  and  profefiion,  who  alfo 
depended  on  the  member's  intereft; 
l>ut  was  treated  with  much  more  re- 
fpecl  than  I,  both  by  the  fervants  and 
llie  malter,  and  often  admitted  into  a 
parlour,  where  there  was  a  fire  for  the 
convenience  of  the  better  fort  of  thofe 
who  waited  for  him.  Thither  I  was 
never  permitted  to  penetrate,  on  an- 
count  of  my  appearance,  which  was 
not  at  all  'fashionable;  but  was  obliged 
to  ftand  blowing  my  fingers  in  a  cold 
lobby,  and  take  the  fir  It  opportunity 
of  Mr.  Cringer's  going  to  the  door  to 
J'peak  with  him.  One  day,  while  I  en- 
joyed this  occafion,  a  perlbn  was  in- 
troduced whom  Mr.  Cringer  no  iboner 
Jaw,  than  running  towards  him,  he 
fainted  him  with  a  bow  to  the  very 
ground,  and  afterwards  making  him 
by  the  hand  with  great  heartinels  and 
familiarity,  called  him  his  goo:)  friend, 
and  aiked  very  kindly  after  Mrs.  Stay- 
tape,  and  the  young  ladies;  then,  af- 
ter a  whifper  which  continued  feme 
minutes,  wherein  I  overheard  the  word 
fconour  repeated  feveral  times  with 
great  ernphafis,  Mr.  Cringer  introdu- 
ced me  to  this  gentleman,  as  to  a  per- 
fon  whofc  advice  and  affiltance  I  might 
depend  upon;  and  having  given  me  his 
direction,  followed  me  to  the  door, 
where  he  told  me,  I  need  not  give 
myfelf  the  trouble  to  call  at  his  houfe 
any  more,  for  Mr.  Staytape  would  do 
my  bufmefs.  At  that  inltantj  my  fel- 
low dependent  coming  out  after  me, 
overheard  the  difcourfe  of  Mr.  Crin- 
ger, and  making  up  to  me  in  the  ftreet, 
accoited  me  very  civilly:  this  addrefs 
I  looked  upon  as  no  fmall  honour, 
confidering  the  figure  he  made;  for  he 
was  dreffed  in  a  blue  frock  with  a  gold 
button,  a  green  filk  waiftcoat  trimmed 
with  gold,  black  velvet  breeches,  white 
filk  (lockings,  filver  buckles,  a  gold- 
laced  hat,  a  Spencer  wig,  and  a  iilver- 
liilted  hanger,  with  a  fine  clouded  cane 
in  his  hand.  '.  I  perceive,'  fays  he, 
*  you  a^e  but  lately  come  from  Scot- 


land; pray  what  may  your  bufineft 
with  Mr.  Cringer  be?  I  fuppofe  it  is 
no  fecret,  and  I  may  poffibly  give 
you  fome  advice  that  will  be  lervice- 
able;  for  I  have  been  furgeon's  fe- 
cond  mate  on  board  of  a  feventy-gun 
fhip,  and  conftquently  know  a  good 
deal  of  the  world.'1  I  made  no  fcru- 
ple  to  difclofe  my  fituation;  which  when 
he  had  learned,  he  fliook  his  head,  and 
told  me  he  had  been  pretty  much  in  the 
fame  circumstances  about  a  year  agoj 
that  he  had  relied  on  Cringer's  pro- 
mifes,  until  his  money,  which  wa» 
confiderable,  as  well  as  his  credit,  was 
quite  exhaufted;  and  when  he  wrote  to 
his  relations  for  a  frefli  fupply,  inttead 
of  money,  he  received  nothing  but  re- 
proaches, and  the  epithets  of  idle,  de- 
bauched fellow:  that  after  he  had 
waited  at  the  Navy  Office  many  months 
for  a  warrant  to  no  purpofe,  he  was 
fain  to  pawn  fome  of  his  cloaths,  which 
raifed  a  fmall  lum,  wherewith  he  bri- 
bed the  f — t — y,  who  foon  procured  a 
warrant  for  him,  notwithstanding  he 
had  affirmed,  the  fame  day,  that  there 
was  not  one  vacancy.  That  he  had 
gone  on  board,  where  he  remained 
nine  months;  at  the  end  of  which  the 
fhip  was  put  out  of  commiffion;  and 
he  faid  the  company  were  to  be  paid 
off  in  Broad  Street  the  very  next  day. 
That  his  relations  being  reconciled  to 
him,  had  charged  him  to  pay  his  de- 
voirs regularly  to  Mr.  Cringer,  who 
had  informed  them  by  letter,  that  his 
intereft  alone  had  procured  the  war- 
rant; in  obedience  to  which  command, 
he  came  to  his  levee  every  morning,  as 
I  faw,  though  he  looked  upon  him  to 
be  a  very  pitiful  Icoundrel.  In  con- 
clufion,  he  aiked  me  ii  I  had  yet  paffed 
at  Surgeon's  Hall:  to  which  queftien 
I  anfwered,  I  did  not  fo  much  a$ 
know  it  was  neceffary.  '  NeceffaryP 
cried  he,  '  O  Lord,  O  Lord!  I  find  { 
'  mult  inftruft  you;  come  along  with 
'  me,  and  I'll  give  you  fome  informa- 
*  tion  about  that  matter.'  So  faying, 
he  carried  me  into  an  ale-houfe,  where 
he  called  for  fome  beer  and  bread  and 
cheefe,  on  which  we  breakfafted.  While 
we  fat  in  this  place,  he  told  me  I  muft 
iirft  go  to  the  Navy  Office,  and  write, tq" 
the  board,  defiring  tbern  to  order  a  let' 
ter  for  me  to  the  Surgeon's  Hall,  that 
I  might  be  examined  touching  my  flcill 
in  iurgery:  that  the  furgeons,  aft«r 
having  examined  me,  would  give  me 
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mv  qual'd  1  up  in  I'oriq  of 

nmifTionert, 

.  er    to 

.    «ho  would 
•  :  f(c  nc<-,    ami    rfad   the 
!>  I  i.iult  employ 
j.i. ivi  led 
it  the  expence  • 

. 

<  x>  lulivr    ,.f    the  warrint,    wlii: •>, 
hi-n  I;  "i  and    half  a  crown, 

at    to     the    fea 

W  licli  0'iiiillcd  n't  a  three-pound   twelve 
Tv.is    calculation    \v::s    like  a 
.   to  me,    whole  whole   for- 
•iid    not   amount    to  twelve    fliil- 
ungly    made    him  ac- 
vd  with  this  part  of  my  diitreO, 
..u'ing  thanked   him   for  his   in- 
formation   and    advice.     He  condoled 
me  on  this  occafioit;  but   hrvle  me  be 
>r  he  had  conceived  a 
':liip  for  mi1,  and  would  ni'kr;ill 
things  c:;!y.     11-  \vas  run  out  at  pre- 
fent,    but  to-morrow    or   next    day    he 
of  receiving  a  confiderable 
lii  m;  ot  which  he  woid.l  lend  me  what 
:>;lficirnt  to  anfwer  my   exi- 
".is  frank  declaration  pleafed 
m.ich,    that    I    pulled   out    my 
•d  it   before  Imn,  beg- 
ging him   to  take    what  he  pleated  for 
pocket cxpence,  until  he  fhouM  receive 
his  own  money.      With  a  good  deal  of 
p:efiir  prevailed  upon  to  take 

.  ;iin;;s,  telling  me  that  he  might 
h  ive    wlr-u    money    he  wanted  at  any 
time  for  the  trouble  of  going  into  the 
city;  but  a-;    he   had  met  with  me,  he 
would  defer   his  going  thither  till   to- 
morrow, w!ie:i  I  should  go  along  with 
him,  an;l  he  would  put  int  in  a  way  of 
aflmg  for  myfelf,  without  a  fervile  de- 
pendanceon  lint  ralcal  Cringer,  '  Much 
'  lefs  o:\   the  [only  taylor  to  whom   I 
:.i  him   tin  11  you  over.' — '    How,' 
crird  I,  '  is    Mr.    Siaytaps  a  taylor?' 
— '   No  lefs,   I'll   afTure  you,'  anfwered 
he,  '  and  I  conic  Is  more  lik- !y  10  t'ove 
ti:nn   thr:  nr.'inlier:   for,    provided 
you  can  emcrum  him   w 
and  ccnundriims,   you  may  have  cre- 
dit wuh  hi  many  and  as  rich 
cloaths                        :. .'     I  told  him  I 
oi.int  of  both,   and   ib 
inct'i)  i--e,    that    I 
ii  h;s  door 

Aher  a  good  deal  more  con- 
;'jn,  my  new  acqu.ii;; 


parted,    Ir-.vin:^   mntle  an  appoin 

to  meet  nrx-  "  f.nne  place,  in 

ior  thr  city.      I   went 
••very 

i          'vincli  had   happened;  but  ' 
nut  at  all  approve  of  mv  btinpfofor- 
\vinl  iii  li-nd   money  to  a  Granger,  ef- 

1  already  been  lo  much 
impji'eil  upon  by  apocarinces.  *  How- 
•  ever,1  f.iid  he,  '  if  you  are  fine  he  is 
'  a  Scotchman,  I  believe  youaie  fate.' 


CHAP.     XVI. 

MY  NEW  ACQUAINTANCE  HKEAKS 
AN  APPOINT  MM  NT  —  I  PROCEED 
BY  MYSELF  TO  THE  NAVY-OF- 
FICE —  ADDRESS  MYSELF  TO  A 
PERSON  THERE,  WHO  ASSISTS 
ME  WITH  HIS  ADVICE  —  WRITS 
TO  THE  BOARD  —  THEY  GRANT 
ME  A  LETTER  f(3  THE  SUR- 
GEONS AT  THE  HALL  —  AM  IN- 
FORMED OF'THE  BEAU'S  NAME 
AND  CHARACTER  -  FIND  H  I  M—  • 
IIP,  MAKES  ME  HIS  CONFIDENT 
IN  AN'  AMOUtt  —  DESIRES  ME  TO 
PAWN  MV  LINEM  FOR  HIS  OC- 
CASIONS —  I  RECOVER  WHAT  I 
LENT  HIM  —  SOME  CURIOUS  OR- 
SERVATIONS  OF  STRAP  ON  THAT 
OCCASION  —  HIS  VANITY. 

IN  the  morning  I  rofe  and  went  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  I 
waited  two  hours  in  vain;  and  \vas  fo 
exifperated  againft  him  for  breaking 
'lintment,  that  I  (Vr  out  for  the 
city  by  myfelf,  in  hope  of  finding  the 
villain,  and  being  revenged  on  him 
for  his  breach  of  promife.  At  length. 
I  found  myleif  at  the  Navy  Office, 
which  I  entered,  and  fa\v  ciowds  ot 
young  fellows  walking  below,  many 
of  whom  made  no  better  appe  trance 
than  mv!'t.!f".  I  c;>r.fu!:i\l  the  phy- 
fu^nomy  of  each,  and  at  lalt  m  ide  up 
to  one  whole  countenance  1  like 
alked,  if  he  could  inllruil  me  in  t'ie 
f,)nn  of  the  letter  wli- 
to  the  board,  to  obtain  an  order  for 
examination  i  he'ahfwerefl  me  1:1  broad 
Scotch,  that  he  won'  e  the 

copy  of  what  he   had  writ  for   \.- 
by  the  direction  of  another  who  knew 
the    form;    anl    :;i.,:.'iciir.?;'y    ptiiiid    it 
out  of  his  pocket  for  my   prrula!;  and 
told    me,   that   if   I  v-  • 
might  fend  it  in    fo  the  board  before 
H  dinner, 
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dinner,  for  they  did  no  bufmefs  in  the 
afternoon.  He  then  went  with  me  to 
a  coffee- houfe  hard  by,  where  I  wrote 
the  letter,  which  was  immediately  de- 
livered to  the  meflengerj  who  told 
me,  I  might  expeft  an  order  to-mor- 
row about  the  lame  time.  Having 
tranfacted  this  piece  of  buli-nefs,  my 
mind  was  a  good  deal  compofedj 
and  as  I  met  with  fo  much  civility 
from  this  ftranger,  I  defired  farther  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  fully  reiblved, 
however,  not  to  be  deceived  by  him 
fo  much  to  my  prejudice  as  I  had  been 
by  the  beau.  He  agreed  to  dine  wkh 
me  at  the  cook's  mop  which  I  fre- 
quented 5  and  on  our  way  thither,  car- 
ried me  to  Change,  where  I  was  in  forne 
hopes  of  finding  Mr.  Jackfon,  (for  that 
was  the  name  of  the  peiTon  who  had 
broke  his  appointment.)  I  fought  him 
there  to  no  purpofe,  and  on  our  way 
towards  the  other  end  of  the  town,  im- 
parted to  my  companion  his  behaviour 
towards  me;  upon  which  he  gave  me 
to  underftand  that  he  was  no  (tranger 
to  the  name  of  Beau  Jackfon,  (fo  he  was 
called  at  the  Navy  Office)  although  he 
did  not  know  him  perlbnally;  that  he 
had  the  character  of  a  good-natured 
carelefs  fellow,  who  made  nofcruple  of 
borrowing  from  any  body  that  would 
lend;  that  moft  people  who  knew  him, 
believed  he  had  a  good  principle  at 
bottom;  but  his  extravagance  was  fu-ch, 
he  would  probably  never  have  it  in  his 
power  to  manifeft  the  honetty  of  his  in- 
tention. This  account  made  mefvveat 
for  my  five  (hillings,  which  1  never- 
thelefs  did  not  altogether  defpair  of 
recovering,  provided  I  could  find  out 
the  debtor.  This  young  man  likewife 
added  another  circumftance  of  Squire 
Jackfon's  hiltory;  which  was,  that  be- 
ing deftitute  of  all  means  to  equip  him- 
ielf  for  lea,  when  he  received  his  laft 
warrant,  he  had  been  recommended  to 
a  perfon  who  lent  him  a  little  money, 
after  he  had  figned  a  will  and  power, 
entitling  that  perfon  to  lift  his  wages 
when  they  (hould  become  due,  as  alfo 
to  inherit  his  effects  in  cafe  of  his  death. 
That  he  was  ftill  under  the  tutorage 
and  direction  of  that  gentleman,  who 
advanced  him  fmall  Aims  from  time  to 
time  upon  this  fecurity,  at  the  rate  of 
50!.  per  cent.  But  at  prefent  his  credit 
was  very  low,  becaufe  his  funds  would 
do  little  more  than  pay  what  he  had 
already  received,  this  moderate  interdt 


included.  After  tire  ftranger  (wfeofe 
name  was  Thomfon)  had  entertained 
me  with  this  account  of  Jackfon,  he 
informed  me  that  he  himfelf  had  palTed 
for  third  mate  of  a  third  rate,  about 
four  months  ago;,  fmce  which  time  he 
had  conftantly  attended  at  the  Navy 
Office,  in  hope  of  a  warrant,  having 
been  afTured  from  the  beginning,  both- 
by  a  Scotch  member  and  one  of  the 
commifFioners  to  whom  the  member 
recommended  him,  that  he  Ihould  be 
put  into  the  firft  vacancy;  notwith- 
(binding  which  promife,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  fix  or  feven  ap- 
pointed in  the  fame  (tation  almott  every 
week;  that  now  being  utterly  impove- 
rifoed,  his  fole  hope  confided  in  the 
promife  of  a  friend  lately  come  to  town, 
to  lend  him  a  fmall  matter,  for  a  pre- 
lim to  the  f — t — yj  without  which  he 
was  perfuaded  be  might  wait  a  thou- 
fand  years  to  no  purpofe.  I  conceived 
a  mighty  liking  for  this  young  fellow, 
which  I  believe  proceeded  from  the  fimi- 
litude  of  our  fortunes.  We  fpent  the 
whole  day  together;  and  as  he  lived  at 
Wapping,  I  defned  him  to  take  a  (hare 
of  my  bed.  Next  day  we  returned  to 
the  Navy  Office,  where,  after  being 
called  before  the  board,  and  jjueftioned 
about  the  place  of  my  nativity  and  edu- 
cation, they  ordered  a  letter  to  be  made 
out  for  me,  which,  upon  paying  half  a 
crown  to  the  clerk,  I  received,  and  de- 
livered into  the  hands  of  the  clerk  at 
Suigeons  Hall,  together  with  a  milling 
for  his  trouble  in  regiftering  my  name. 
By  this  time  my  whole  ftock  was  di- 
minifhed  to  two  (hillings,  and  I  law 
not  the  leaft  profpecl:  of  relief,  even  foe 
prefent  fubfiitence,  much  lefs  to  enable 
me  to  pay  the  fees  at  Surgeons  Hall 
for  my  examination,  which  would  come 
on  in  a  fortnight.  In  this  ftate  of  per- 
plexity I  confulted  Strap,  who  afTured 
me  he  would  pawn  every  thing  he  had 
in  the  world,  even  to  his  razors,  before 
I  (hould  want;  but  this  expedient  I  ab- 
folutely  rejected,  telling  him  I  would 
a  thoufand  times  rather  lift  for  a  fol- 
dier,  of  which  I  had  fome  thoughts, 
than  be  any  longer  a  burden  to  hiiru 
At  the  word  Soldier  he  grew  pale  as 
death,  and  begged  on  his  knees  I  would 
think  no  more  of  that  fcheme.  '  God 
'  prelerve  us  all  in  our  right  wits!' 
cried  he,  'would  you  turn  foldier,  and 
'  perhaps  be  fent  abroad  againit  the 
4  Spaniards,  where  you  muft  ftand  and 

*  be 
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hr  fhot  at  like  a  woodcock?  Heaven 
keep  cold  lead  out  of  my  carcifc!  and 
let  me  die  in  a  bed  like  a  chnltim,  as 
all  my  forefathers  have  done.     What 
IL.-S  all  the  riches  and  honours  of 
this  liff,  if  one  enjoys  not  content; 
and  in   the  next    there  is   no  refpeft 
of  perlbns.     Better  be  a  poor  hon  it 
l)ai  her  with   a  good  conference,  and 
time  to  repent  of  my  fins  upon  my 
death-bed,  than  be  cut  off,  God  bids 
us!  by  a  mufltet-fhot,  as  it   were  in 
the  very   flower  of  one's  age,  in  the 
purfuit  of  riches  and   fame.     What 
fignify   riches,    my  dear    friend!  do 
not  they  make  unto  themfelves  wings, 
as  the  wile  man  faithj  and  does  not 
Horace  oblerve,  Nondomus  aut  fundus, 
non   it-ris  acer-vus   aut   auri   a-groto 
domino  deduxit   corpore  febrem,   non 
animoeuras.     1  could  moreover  men- 
tion many  other  f.iyings  in  contempt 
of  riches,  both    from   the  Bible  and 
other  good  books;  but  as  1  know  you 
are  not  very  fond  of  thofe  things,  I 
(hall  only   affure   you,    that   if  you 
take  on  ts  be  a  foldier,  I  widl  do  the 
fame;  and  then  if  we  Ihou-ld  both  be 
(lain,  you  will   not  only  have   your 
own   blood  to   anfwer  for,  but  mine 
alfo:     and     peradventure    the    lives 
of   all    thofe    whom    we    (hall  kill 
in    battle.     Therefore,   I    pray  you, 
confider  whether   you  will   fit  down 
contented    with    fmall     things,    and 
(hare    the    fruits  of   my  industry  in 
peace,    till     Providence     (hall    fend 
better    tidings:    or  by    your  defpair 
plunge  both  our  fouls  and  bodies  in- 
to everlafting  perdition;  which  God 
of    his    iivfiaite     mercy    forbid!'     I 
could  not  help  fmiling  at  this  haran- 
gue, which    was    delivered  with  great 
*arnettne!s,  the    tears    (landing  in   his 
eyes  all  the   time:  and  promiled  to  do 
nothing  of  that  fort  without  Jus  confent 
and  concurrence.     He  was  much  com- 
forted with  this  declaration;  and  told 
me  in  a  few  days  he  Should  receiv  a 
week's  wages,  which  fhould  be  at  my 
fervice,  but   advrfed   me    in    the  mean 
time  to  go  in    qucft  of  Jacklon,  and 
recover,  if  poflible,  what  he  had  bor- 
rowed of    me.     I  accordingly  truJged 
about  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the 
other  for  lev-era!  days   without   being 
able    to    learn    any    thing  concerning 
him:  and    one   day,    being    extremely 
hungry  and  allured  by  the  Reams  that 
legaled  my  noihils  fruin  a  boiling  eel- 
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lar,  I  went  down  with  an  intention  to 
gratify  my    appetite  with    twopenny- 
worth  of  beef:  when,  to  my  no  fin  all 
fur-prize,  I  found  Mr.  Jickfon  fitting 
at   dinner   with    a    footm.m.     He   no 
fooner  perceived  me,   than  he  got  up, 
and   (hook    me   by  the    hand,   faying-, 
he  wa«    glad   to  fee    me,    for    he    in- 
tended   to    have    called    at  my  lodg- 
ings in    the  afternoon.     I  was  fo  well 
pleafed  with    this  rencounter,  and    the 
apologies  he  made  for  not  keeping'his 
appointment,  that  I  forgot  my  rcfent- 
ment,  and  fat  down  to  dinner,  with  the 
happy  expe&ation  of  not  only  recover- 
ing my  own  money   before  we  mould 
p;trt,  but  alfo  of  reaping  the  benefit  of 
his  prornife  to  lend  me  wherewithal  to 
jiils    examination;     and   this   hope  my 
(anguine  complexion  luggefted,  though 
tiie  account  Thomfon  gave  me  of  him 
ought   to  have  moderated  my  expecta- 
tion.    When  we   had  feafled  fumptu- 
oufly,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  footman, 
and  adjourned  with  me  to  an  alehoufe 
hard  by;    where^   after  making  me  by 
the  hand  again,    he  began   thus:     '  I 
fuppofe   you    think   me  a  fad    dog, 
Mr.    Random,  and  I  do  confefs  that 
appearances  are  agamlt  nie.     But  I 
dare  fay  you  will  forgive  me  when  I 
tell  you,  my  not  coming  at  the  time 
appointed    was  <jwing  to  a  peremp- 
tory meffage  I  received   from  a  cer- 
tain tady,  whom— hark'e,   (but  this 
is  a  gieat  fecret)  I  am  to  marry  very 
foon.     You  think  this  ftrange,  per- 
haps,   but   it   is  not   It-fs  true  for  all 
that — a  five  thoufand   pounder,    I'll 
afl'ure  you,  Ivrfides  expectations.    For 
my  own  part,    devil  t:,ke    nfe    ir  I 
know  what  any  woman  can  fee  en- 
gaging about   me;  but  a  whtwi,  you 
know— and    then    one    would     not 
baulk  one's  good  fortune.     You  la\v 
that  footman   who    dined    with    us, 
he's  one  of  the  honeitelt  fellows  that 
ever  wore  a  livery.     You  muft  know, 
it  was  by  his   means  I    was  introdu- 
ce/I to  her,  for   he  made  me  firll  ac- 
quainted with  hn-  woman,  who  is  his 
niiltrels;  aye,  m.iny  a  crown  has  he 
and  his  (weetheart  had  oi  my  money; 
but    what    of  that!    things  are  now 
brought  to  a  bearing.    I  have,  (come 
a   little   this   way)   I    have  propofed 
marriage,  and  the  day  is  fixed.  She's 
a  charming  ere  nun. '.  writes    like  ?n 
angel.     O    Lord!    (he  can  repeat  all 
the  Englifh  tragedies  as  well  at  e'er 
11  i  'a  player 
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a  player  in  Drury  Lane!  and  indeed 

is  Co  fond  of  plays,  that  to  he  near 

the  ftage,  me  has  taken  lodgings  in  a 

court  hard  by  the  theatre.     But  you 

fhail  fee,    you    fliall    fee;    here's    the 

laft  letter  {lie  fent   me.'     With  thefe 

words  he  put  it  into  my  hand,  and  I 

read  (to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance) 

as  follows: 


*  DEER    KREETER, 

•'AS  you  are  the  animable  hopjack 
•^  '  of  my  contemplayihins,  your 
aydear  is  infernally  Ikimming  before 
my  keymerycal  fanfee,  when  Murfy 
fends  his  puppies  to  the  heys  of  flip- 
ping mortals;  and  when  Febus  mines 
from  his  menydying  throne:  wheie- 
upon,  I  (hail  canfeeif  old  whorie  time 
has  loft  his  pinners,  as  alfo  Cupid  n's 
harrows,  until  thou  enjoy  fweet  pro- 
pofe  in  the  loafseek  harms  of  thy 

.f  faithfopl  to  commend, 

*  CLAYRENDER. 

*  Wingar-yeard,  Droory-Jane, 

'  Janyaty  I2th.' 

While  I  was  reading,  he  feemed  to 
be  in  an  extafy,  rubbing  his  hands,  and 
burfting  out  into  fits  of  laughter;  at  lart 
lie  caught  hold  of  my  hand,  and  fquee  z- 
ing  it,  cried,  '  There  is  ftyle  for  you' 
'  what  do  you  think  of  this  billet- 

*  doux?'     I    anfwered,    it    might    be 
fublime  for  aught  I  knew,  for  it  was 
altogether  -  above    my    comprehenliori. 
t— '  0  ho,'  -faid   he,  '  I  believe  it  is; 

*  both   tender  and  fublime,   (lie's  a  di- 

*  vine  creature!  and  fo  doats  upon' me! 
'*  Let  me  fee,  what  mail  I  do  with  this 
f   money,  when  I  have  once  got  it  into 

*  my  hands?  In  the  firft  place,  I  fliall 
f  do  for  you — I'm  a  man  of  few  words 
'  • — :but  fay    no    more — that's    deter- 
f  mined.     Whether  would  you  advife 

*  me  to  purchafe  fome  port,  by  which 

*  I  may  rife,  in  theftate;  or  lay  out  my 
'  wife's    fortune   in    land,  and    retire 

*  to  the  country  at  once?'     I  gave  my 
ppiniop    without     hefitation,    that    he 
pould  not  do  better  than  buy  an  eftate 
and  improve;  efpecially    fince  he   had 
Already  ieen   ib    much  of    the    world. 
Then   I  launched  out  into  the  praifes 
pf  a  country  life,  as   defcribed  by  the 
poets  whole    works  I  had    read.     He 
feeiped  to  velifli  my  advice;  but  withal 


told  me,  thnt  although  he  had  ft  en  a 
great  deal  of  the  world  both  by  land  and 
lea,  having  cruized  three  months  in 
the  Channel,  yet  he  fhould  nor  be  fa- 
tisfied  until  he  had  vifited  France, 
which  he  propofed  to  do  before  he 
fhould  fettle;  and  to  carry  his  wife 
along  witli  him.  I  had  nothing  to  ob- 
jtft  to  his  propofal;  and  aiked  how 
jfoon  he  hoped  to  be  happv.  '  As  to 
'  that,'  he  replied,  '  nothing  obftrufls 
'  my  happinefs,  but  the  want  of  a  little 

*  ready  cam;  for  you  muft  know,   my 
'  friend   in  the  city    has  gone  out  of 

*  town  for  a  week  or  two;  and   I  un- 
'  foi  innately  miffed  my  pay  at  Broad 

*  Street,  by   being  detained    too  long 

*  by  the  dear  charmer;  but  there  will 

*  he  a  recal  at  Chatham    next    week, 
'  whither  the  (Lip's  books  are  fent,  and 
'  I  have  commiflloned  a  friend  in  that 
'   place  to  receive    the    money/ — '  If 

*  that  be  all,'  i.iid  I,   '  there's  no  great 
'  harm   in   deferring  your   marriage  a 
'  few  days.' — c  Yes,  faith!  but  there 
'  is,'  faid  he;  '  you  don't  knew  how 
(  many  rivals  I  have,  who  would  take 
'  all  advantages  againft  me.     I  would 
'  not  baulk  the  impatience  of  her  paf- 

*  fion  for  the  world;  the  leaft  appear- 
'  ance    of    coklnefs     and    indifference 

*  would  ruin  all:  and  liich  offers  don't 
'  occur   every   day.'     I   acquiefced  in 
this  obfei vation,  and   enquired  how  he 
intended  to  proceed.     At  this  queftion 
he  rubbed  his  chin,   and  faid,  '  Why, 
'  truly  I  muft  be  obliged  to  fome  friend 
'  or  other;     do     you    know    nobody 
'  that  would  lend   me  a  fum  for  a  d:iy 
'  or  two?'  I   allured   him,  I  was  fuch 
an    utter   ftranger   in    London,  that  I 
did  not  believe  1  could  borrow  a  gui- 
nea if  my  life  depended  upon  it.    '  No!' 
faid    he,  '  that's    hard;  that's   hard;    I 
(  wilh  I  had  any  thing  to  pawn— upon 
'  my  foul  you  have  got  excellent  linen," 
(feeling  the  fleeve  of  my  fliirt;)  '  how 
'  many  fhirtsof  this  kind  have  you  got?' 
I  anfwered,  '  Six  ruffled  and  fix  plain.* 
At  which  he  teftified  great  fiirprize,  and 
fwore  that  no  gentleman  ought  to  have 
more  than    four.     '  How   many   d'ye 
'  think    I   have    got?'  continued    he; 
'  but  this  and  another,  as  I  hope  to  be 
'  faved!  I  dare  fay  we  flisll  be  able  to 
'  raife  a  good  fum  out  of  your  fuper- 

*  fluity:  let  me  fee,   let  me  fee!  each 
'  of  thefe  fhirts  are  worth  fixteen  fliil- 
'  lings  at  a  moderate  computation;  now 
{  fuppoie  we  pawn  them  for  half  price; 
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••  li-res  rl^ht  !s  fixty-fom-,  that's 

pound-.,   d  in  :    < —  Ul    ili.'t  will 

— "  Softly, 

I.  hr, ,    Mr,  j  tckfon,"  laid  I,  '  don't 
<lii  \\i-n  without  my  con- 

lent:  f'nil  p.iv  iiu-  tin-  uown  you  owe 
m< ,   urd  then  we  lh;tll  talk   of  other 
matters. '     He  prutefted   he  had- not 
above  one  (lulling  in  his  pocket,  but 
that  li'-  would  |i>v  PIC   out    of   the    filft 
of  the    nion<  y  r.'.ii.-d  horn  the  fhirts. 
This  piece  of  affurance  inccnfed  me  fo 
much,  that  I   Iwoie  I   would  not  part 
with    him  until   I  had   received    fatis- 
faclion  fur  what   I  had  lent  him;  and 
;  th'-4  fhirts,  I  would  not  pawn  one 
of    them    10    I'.ive    him   from   the  gal- 
lows.    At  this  expreflion  he  laughed 
aloud,  n    complained    it    was 

ilamm.l  h.trd,  that  I  fliould  refufe  him 
a  ti  ifle,  that  would  infallibly  enable  him 
not  only  to  m  .ke  his  own  fortune,  but 
inin<4  alib.  '  You  talk  of  pawning  my 
(hiits,'  I'.id  1;    «  fuppofe  you  mould 
fell  this  h.-uiper,  Mr.  J:uk(bn;  I  be- 
lieve  it   woukl    fetch   a  good    round 
fum?'  — '  No,    hang    it,'    faid     he, 
I   can't   appear  decently  without  my 
hanger,  or  egad  it  mould  go.*     How- 
ever, leeing  me  inflexible  with  regard 
to  my  lineoi,    he  at  length  unbuckled 
ins  hanger,  and  (hewing  me  the  f: 
the  Three   Blue  Balls,  defued  me  to 
carry  it  thither,  and  pawn  it  for  two 
guineas.     This  office  I    would  by  r.o 
means  have  performed,  had  I  leen  any 
likelihood  of  having  my  money  other- 
but  not  wiiling,   out  of  a  piece 
of  falfe  delicacy,    to  negleft  the  only 
opportunity  1  (hould  perhaps  ever  have, 
1  ventured  into  a  pawn- broker's  mop, 
where  I  demanded  two  guineas  on  the 
pledge,  in -the  name  of  Thomas  Wil- 
liams. '  Two  guineas!'  f.tid  the  pawn- 
broker, looking  at  the  hanger,  '  this 
piece  of  goods  has  been  here  feveral 
•     times    before    for    thirty    (hillings; 
however,   (ince   I  believe  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  it  belongs  will  redeem 
it,  he  (hall  have  what  he  wants;'  and 
accordingly  he   paid    me  the    money, 
which  I  carried  to  the  houfe  where  I 
had    left    Jackfon,    and    calling     for 
change,  counted  out  to  him  (even  and 
thirty  (hillings,  relerving  the  other  five 
for  myfelf.     After  looking  at  the  mo- 
ney  fome  time,  he  faid,    '  D — n  it!  it 
f  don't  fignify— this  won't  do  my  bu- 
f   finefs;  fo  you   may  as  well  take  half 
f  a  guinea,  or  a  whole  one,  as  ihe  five 
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'   fhill:ngs  you  have  kept.'     I  thanked 
him  kindly,  but  I  refilled  to  accept  of 
;iiiy  ntoic  i!i  in  was  my  due,    becaufe  I 
h:id  no  piolj>i.cl  of  repaying  it.     Upon 
which    declaration,    he    (tared    in   my 
face,  and  told  me,    I  was  <xcf(fively 
raw,  or  I  would  nut  ta'k  in  that  man- 
ner.    «  Blood!'  cried    he,    '  I  have  a 
*  very  bad  opinion  of  a  young  fellowr 
who    won't    borrow    of   his    friend 
when  he  is  in  want;  'tis  the   '. 
a  fneaking  fpirit.   Come,  come,  Ran- 
dom, give  me  back  the  five  (hilling", 
and  take    this    half-guinea,    and   if 
ever  you  arc  able  to  pay  me,  I  be- 
lieve you  will;    if   not    d — n    me  if 
ever  I  afk  it.'     When  I  reflected  on 
my  prefent  neccfTity,  I  fuffered  myfclf 
to  be  perfuadedj  and  after  making  my 
acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Jack  ion,  who 
offered  to  treat  me  with  a  play,  I   ie- 
turned    to  my  lodgings  with  a  much 
better  opinion  of  this  gentleman  than 
I  had  in  the  morning:    and    at  night 
imparted  my  day's  adventures  to  Strap, 
who  rejoiced  at  my  good  luck,  faying, 
I  told  you  if  he  was  a  Scotchman  you 
was    fafe   enough;  and  who  knows 
but   this  marriage  may  make  us  all. 
You  have  heard,  I  fuppofe,  as  how 
a  countryman    of  GUIS,  a   journey- 
man baker,  ran   away  with    a  great 
lady  of  this  town,    and  now  keeps 
his    coach.     EcoJ !    I    fay    nothing; 
but  yefterday  morning    as   I    was  a 
(having    a    gentleman    at    his    own 
houfe,    there    was    a  young  lady  in 
the  room,    a    fine  buxom  wench,  i* 
faith!    and  (he  threw  fo  many  (hcep's 
eyes  at   a  certain    perfon,    whom    I 
fli.ill  not  name,  that  my  heart   went 
knock,  knock,  knock,  like  a   lull- 
ing-mill,  and  my  hand  (h — fli — flioolc 
fo  much  that  I  fliceJ  a  piece  of  ikiu 
off  the  gentleman's  nofc;    wheieby  he 
ivvore  a  deadly  oath,  nnd  was  going 
to  horfe-whip  me,  when  me  prevented 
him  and  made  my  peace.    Otnea  baud 
tnalum.     Is  not  a  journeyman  barber 
as    good    as    a    journeyman    baker? 
The  only  difference  is,  the  baker  ufes 
flour  for   the    belly,   and  the  barber 
ules  it  f i  :  :  and  as  the  head 

is  a  more  noble  member  than  the 
belly,  fo  is  a  barber  more  noble  than 
a  baker;  fo>  what's  the  belly  with- 
out the  head?  Befuies,  I  am  told  he 
could  neither  read  m;r  wiite;  no\v 
you  know  I  can  <ioboth,  am!  more- 
over /peak  Latin;  but  I  will  f<y  no 
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*  more,  for  I  defpife  vanity;  nothing 
«  is  more  vain  than  vanity.'  With 
thefe  words  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket 
a  wax-candle's  end,  which  he  applied 
to  his  forehead ;  and  upon  examina- 
tion I  found  he  had  combed  his  own 
Iiair  over  the  toupee  of  his  wig,  and 
was  indeed  in  his  whole  drefs  become  a 
very  fmart  (haver.  I  congratulated 
him  on  his'  profpecl  with  a  fatirical 
imile,  which  he  understood  very  well; 
and  making  his  head,  obferved  I  had 
very  little  faith,  but  the  truth  would 
come  to  light  in  fpite  of  my  incre- 
dulity. 


CHAP.     XVII. 
ico  TO  SURGEON'S  HALL,  WHERE 

1  MEET  WITH  MR.  JACKSON  — 
AM  EXAMINED — A  FIERCE  DIS- 
PUTE ARISES  BETWEEN  TWO  OF 
THE  EXAMINERS — JACKSON  DIS- 
GUISES HIMSELF  TO  ATTRACT 
JfcESPECT — ISDETECTED — IN  HA- 
ZARD OF  BEING  SENT  TO  BRIDE- 
WELL— HE  TREATS  US  AT  A 
TAVERN — CARRIES  US  TO  A 
JJIGHT-HOUSE — ATROUBLESOME 
AHVENTURE  THERE  —  WE  ARE 
COMMITTED  TO  THE  ROUND- 
HOUSE—CARRIED BEFORE  A  JUS- 
TICE— HIS  BEHAVIOUR. 

WITH  the  afllftance  of  this 
faithful  adherent,  who  gave 
me  almott  all  the  money  he  earned,  I 
preserved  my  half  guinea  entire,  till  the 
day  of  examination,  when  I  went  with 
a  quaking  heart  to  Surgeons  Hall,  in 
order  to  undergo  that  ceremony.  A- 
mong  a  crowd  of  young  fellows  who 
walked  in  the  outward  hall,  I  perceived 
Mr.  Jackfon,  to  whom  I  immediate- 
ly went  up,  and  enquiring  into  the 
ftate  of  his  amour,  understood  it  was 
ftill  undetermined,  by  reafon  of  his 
friend's  abfence,  and  the  delay  of  the 
recal  at  Chatham,  which  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion. 
I  then  aflced  what  his  bufmels  was  in 
this  place:  he  replied,  he  was  refoived 
to  have  two  firings  to  his  bow,  that 
in  cafe  the  one  failed  he  might  ufe  the 
other;  and  with  this  view,  he  was  to 
pafs  that  night  for  a  higher  qualifica- 
tion. At  that  inliant,  a  young  fellow 


came  out  from  the  place  of  examination, 
with  a  pale  countenance,  his  lip  quiver- 
ing, and  his  looks  as  wild  as  if  he  had 
feen  a  ghoft.  He  no  fooner  appeared, 
than  we  all  flocked  about  him  with 
the  utmoft  eagernefs,  to  know  what  re- 
ception he  had  met  with;  which  after 
fome  paufc,  he  defcribed,  recounting 
all  the  queltions  they  had  afked,  with 
the  anfwers  he  made.  In  this  manner 
we  obliged  no  lefs  than  twelve  to  re- 
capitulate, which  now  the  danger  was 
paft  they  did  with  pleafure,  before  it 
fell  to  my  lot.  At  length  the  beadle 
called  my  name,  with  a  voice  that 
made  me  tremble  as  much  as  if  it  had 
been  the  found  of  the  laft  trumpets 
however,  there  was  no  remedy.  I 
was  conducted  into  a  large  hall,  where 
I  faw  about  a  dozen  of  grim  faces  fit- 
ting at  a  long  table;  one  of  whom  bade 
me  come  forward  in  fuch  an  imperious 
tone,  that  I  was  actually  for  a  minute 
or  two  bereft  of  my  fenfes.  The  fiift 
queition  he  put  to  me  was,  '  Where 
*  was  you  born?'  To  which  I  an- 
fwered,  'In  Scotland.'— '  In  Scotland,* 
faid  he,  '  I  know  that  very  well;  we 
have  fcarce  any  other  countrymen  to 
examine  here;  you  Scotchmen  have 
overfprtad  us  of  late,  as  the  locufts 
did  Egypt:  I  afk  you  in  what  part 
of  Scotland  was  you  born?'  I  named 
the  place  of  my  nativity,  which  he 
had  never  before  heard  of.  He  then 
proceeded  to  interrogate  me  about 
my  age,  the  town  where  I  ferved 
my  time,  with  the  term  of  my  ap- 
prenticefhip;  and  when  I  informed 
him  that  I  ferved  three  years  only,  he 
fell  into  a  violent  paflion;  fwore  it  was 
a  fliame  and  a  fcandal  to  fend  fuch  raw 
boys  into  the  world  as  furgeons ;  that 
it  was  a  great  prefumption  in  me,  and 
an  affront  upon  the  English,  to  pretend 
to  fufficient  flcill  in  my  buiinefs,  hav- 
ing ferved  To  fhort  a  time,  when  every 
apprentice  in  England  was  bound  feven 
years  at  leaft;  that  my  friends  would 
have  done  better  if  they  had  made 
me  a  weaver  or  ftioemaker,  but  their 
pride  would  have  me  a  gentleman,  he 
fuppofed,  at  any  rate,  and  their  poverty 
could  not  afford  the  neceffary  educa- 
tion. This  exordium  did  not  at  all  con- 
tribute to  the  recovery  of  my  fpirits, 
but  on  the  contrary  reduced  me  to  fuch 
a  fituation  that  I  was  fcarce  able  to 
{land  5  which  being  perceived  by  a 

plump 
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p!i»mp  gentleman  who  fat  oppolite  to 
inr,  \v;tu  A  llaill  before  him,  h 
MI.  SiMir-T   \v.,s    too  fcrvere  upon  the 
young  man;  and  turning  towaids  me, 
told  me,  I    need   not  to  be  afraid,  for 

iy  would  do  me  any  harm;  then 
kidding  me  take  time  to  recollect  my- 
felt,  he  examined  me  touching  the 

ion  of  the  trepan,  and  was  vry 
well  fatisfied  with  my  anfwers.  The 

'  rfon  who  questioned  me  was  a 
wag,  who  began  by  aflting  if  I  had 
ever  frcu  amputation  performed;  and 
I  ie(»Uingin  the  affirmative,  he  (hook 
his  head,  and  laid,  '  What!  upon  a 

*  dead    fubjecl,    I  fuppofe?  If,'   conti- 
nued  he,    '   during  an    engagement  at 
'   lla,  a  man  (hould  be  brought  to  you 

*  with  his   head    (hot  off,   how  would 
'  you  behave?'    After  fome  hefitation, 
I   owned  iuch  a  cafe  had  never  come 
under   my   oblervation;   neither    did  I 
remember  to  have  feen  any  method  of 
cure  propofed  for  fuch  an  accident,  in 
any  of  the  fy Items  of  furgery  I  had  pe- 
ruied.     Whether  it  was  owing  to  the 
fimplicity  of  my  anfwer,  or  tl)e  arch- 
nefs  of  the  qtieliion,   I   know  not,  but 
every  member  of  the  board  deigned  to 
fmile,  except  Mr.  Snarier,  who  feemed 
to  have  very  little  of  the  animal  rljibde 
in    his     constitution.      The   facetious 
member,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of 
his  hilt  joke,  went  on  thus:  '  Suppole 
'  you  was  called  to  a  patient  of  a  ple- 

*  thuric  habit,  who  had  been,bruifed 
'  by  a  fall,  what  would  you  do?"  I 
anlwered,  I  would  bleed  him  immedi- 
ately.    *  What,'  laid  he,  '  before  you 
'   had  tied  up  his  ann?'  But  this  ftroke 
ot   wit  not  anfweiing  his  expectation, 
he  defired  me  to  advance  to  the  gentle- 
man who  fat  next  him;  ai.d  who,  with  a 
pert  air,  afked  what  method  of  cure  I 
would  follow  in  wounds  of  the  intef- 
tines.  I  repeated  the  method  of  cure  as 
it  is  prefcri bed  by  the  belt  chirurgical 
writers;  which  he  heard  to  an  end,  and 
then    laid    with    a    fupeicilious   fmile, 
'  So  you  think  by  fuch  treatment  the 

*  patient  might   recover?'   I    told  him 
I  iaw  nothing  to  make  me  think  other- 
wiie.     '  That   may   be,'   refumed  he, 

*  I   won't  anfwer   for  your  forefight; 
'  but  did  you  ever  know  a  cafe  ot  this 
'  kind    lucceeil?'     I  acknowledged    I 
did  not,  and  was   about   to  tell  him  I 
!M'|   never    feen   a    wounded    inteltine; 
but  he  Itopt  me,  by  faring  with  fome 
j/ie^ipita:.^n,  '  Nui   nuvct   will.     I  af- 
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'  firm  that  all  wounds  of  the  interline*, 
«  whether  great  or  fmall,  are  moitai.' 
— '  Pardon  me,  brother,'  fay§  t 
gentleman,  '  there  is  very  good  a  tit  ho- 
•  rity — '  Here  he  wag  interrupted  by 
the  other,  with,  «  Sir,  excufe  me,  I 
4  defpife  all  authority.  Nullius  in  -vir- 
'  ba.  I  (land  upon  my  own  bottom.* 
— '  But,  Sir,  Sir,'  replied  his  antago- 
ni(t,  '  the  realbn  of  the  thing  (hews — * 
'  A  fig  for  region,'  cried  this  fuflici- 
ent  member;  '  I  laugh  at  reafon,  give 
'  me  ocular  demonrhation.'  The  cor- 
pulent gentleman  began  to  wax  warm, 
and  obferved  that  no  man  acquaint- 
ed with  the  anatomy  of  the  parts, 
would  advance  ftich  an  extravagant 
affcrtion.  This  inuendo  enraged  the 
other  fo  much,  that  he  (tailed  up, 
and  in  a  furious  tone  exclainu-J, 
4  What,  Sir!  do  you  queftion  my 
«  knowledge  in  anatomy?'  By  this 
time  all  the  examiners  had  el'noti- 
fed  the  opinion  of  one  or  other  of  the 
difputants,  and  railed  their  voice  a'l 
together,  when  t&e  chairman  command- 
ed filence,  and  ordered  me  to  withdraw* 
In  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I 
was  called  in  again,  received  my  qua- 
lifications fealed  up,  and  was  ordered! 
to  pay  five  (hillings.  I  laid  down  my 
half-guinea  upon  the  table,  and  ftood 
fome  time,  until  one  of  ihem  bade  me 
begone;  to  this  I  replied,  '  I  will,  when 
'  I  have  got  my  change:'  upon  which 
another  threw  me  five  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence,  faying,  I  (hould  not  be  a  true 
Scotchman  if  I  went  away  without  my 
change.  I  was  afterwards  obliged  t» 
give  three  (billings  and  fixpence  to  the 
beadles,  and  a  (hilling  to  an  old  woman 
whoi'wept  the  hall.  This  dilburlement 
funk  my  finances  to  thiiteen  pence  half- 
penny, with  which  I  was  freaking  off, 
when  Jackfon  perceiving  it,  came  up  to 
me,  and  begged  I  would  tarry  for 
him,  and  he  would  accompany  me  to 
the  other  end  of  the  town  as  (boa  as 
his  examination  (hould  be  over.  I 
could  not  refufe  this  to  a  perfon  that 
was  fo  much  my  friend — hut  I  was 
altonimed  at  the  change  of  his 
which  was  varied  in  half  an  hour  from 
what  I  have  already  delcnbed,  to  a 
very  £;rotefque  fafluon.  His  head  w.ts 
coveted  with  an  old  fmoaked  tye-wig 
th  it  did  not  boali  one  crooked  hair, 
and  a  flouched  hat  over  it,  which  Would 
Live  very  well  become  a  chimney- 
f  weeper  or  a  dull  manj  his  neck  was 
adorned 
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adorned  with  a  black  crape,  the  ends 
of  which  he  had  twitted,  and  fixed  in 
the  button  hole  of  a  fhabby  great  coat 
.hat  wrapped  up  his  whole  body;  his 
white  (ilk-rtockings  were  converted 
into  black  worfted  hofe;  and  his  coun- 
tenance was  rendered  venerable  by 
wrinkles,  and  a  beard  of  his  own 
painting.  When  I  expieff;d  my  fur- 
prizeat  this  metamorphofis,  he  laughed, 
and  told  me,  it  was  done  by  the  ad- 
vice and  afllltauce  of  a  friend  who 
lived  over  the  way,  and  would  certain- 
ly produce  fomething  very  much  to 
his  advantage;  for  it  gave  him  the  ap- 
pearance of  age,  which  never  fails  of 
attracting  refpect.  I  applauded  his 
fagacity,  and  waited  with  impatience 
for  the  effects  of  it.  At  length  he  was 
called  in,  but  whether  the  oddnefs  of 
his  appearance  excited  a  curiofity  more 
than  ufual  in  the  board,  or  his  beha- 
viour was  not  fuitable  to  his  figure,  I 
know  not,  he  was  discovered  to  be 
an  impoftor,  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  beadle,  in  order  to  be  fent  to  Bride- 
well. So  that  inftead  of  feeing  him 
come  out  with  a  chearful  countenance, 
and  a  furgeon's  qualification  in  his 
hand,  I  perceived  him  led  through  the 
outward  hall  as  a  prifoner;  and  was 
very  much  alarmed,  and  anxious  to 
know  the  occafion  ;  when  he  called  with 
a  lamentable  voice  and  piteous  afpeft 
to  me,  and  fome  others  who  knew  him, 
Fqr  God's  fake,  gentlemen,  bear 
wjtnefs  that  I  am  the  fame  indi- 
vidual John  Jackfon,  who  ferved  as 
furgeon's  fecond  mate  on  board  the 
Elizabeth,  or  elfe  I  (hall  go  to  Bride- 
well.1 It  would  have  been  impoifi- 
ble  for  the  molt  auftere  hermit  that  ever 
lived,  to  have  refrained  from  laughing 
at  his  appearance  and  addrefs;  we 
therefore  indulged  ourfelves  a  good 
while  at  his  expence,  and  afterwards 
pleaded  his  caufe  fo  effectually  with 
the  beadle,  who  was  gratified  with  half 
a  crown,  that  the  prifoner  was  dif- 
mifled,  and  in  a  few  moments  re  fumed 
his  former  gaiety;  fwearing,  fince  the 
board  had  refufed  his  money,  he  would 
fpend  it  every  fnilling  before  he  went  to 
bed  in  treating  his  friends;  at  the 
fame  time  inviting  us  all  to  favour  him 
with  our  company.  It  was  now  ten 
o'clock  at  niuht,  and  as  I  had  a  great 
way  to  walk  through  the  (beets  that 
were  utterly  unknown  to  me,  I  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  be  of  their  party,  in  hopes 


he  would  afterwards  accompany  me  to 
my  lodgings,  according  to  his  pro- 
mife.  He  condu6ted  us  to  his  friend's 
houfe,  who  kept  a  tavern  over  the 
way,  where  we  continued  dnnking 
punch,  until  the  liquor  mounted  up  to 
our  heads,  ar.d  made  us  all  extremely 
frolickfome.  I  in  particular  was  fo 
much  elevated,  that  nothing  would 
ferve  me  but  a  wench;  at  which  de- 
mand Jackfon  exprefTed  much  joy, 
and  afliired  me  I  mould  have  my  de- 
fire  before  we  parted.  Accordingly, 
when  he  had  paid  the  reckoning,  we 
fallied  out,  roaring  and  fmgingj  and 
were  condlicled  by  our  leader  to  a  place 
of  no6liii'nal  entertainment,  where  [ 
immediately  attached  niyfelf  to  a  fair- 
one,  with  whom  I  propofed  to  fpend 
the  remaining  part  of  thp.  night;  but 
/he  not  relifhing  my  appearance,  re- 
fufed to  grant  my  requelt  before  I 
mould  have  made  her  an  acknow- 
ledgment, which  not  fuiting  with  my 
circumftances,  we  broke  off  our  cor- 
relpondence,  to  my  no  fmall  mortifica- 
tion and  refentment,  becaufe  I  thought 
the  mercenary  creature  had  not  done 
juftice  to  my  mei  it.  In  the  mean  time, 
Mr.  Jack/bn's  drefs  had  attracted  the 
inclinations  and  afliduities  of  two  or 
three  nymphs,  who  loaded  him  with 
carefTes,  in  leturn  for  the  airack  punch 
with  which  he  treated  them;  till  at 
length,  notwithftanding  the  fprigluly 
fallies  of  thofe  charmers,  fleep  began 
to  exert  his  power  over  us  all:  and  our 
conductor  called.  '  To  pay.'  When 
the  bill  was  brought,  which  amounted 
to  twelve  (hillings,  he  put  his  hr.nd 
in  his  pocket,  but  might  have  faved 
himfelf  the  trouble,  for  his  purfe  was 
gone.  This  accident  difconcerfed  him 
a  good  deal  at  firft,  but  after  fome  re- 
colle£lion,  he  feized  the  two  dulcineas, 
who  fat  by  him,  one  in  each  hand; 
and  fwore  if  they  did  not  immediately 
reftore  his  money,  he  would  charge  a 
conitable  with  them.  The  good  lady 
at  the  bar  feeing  what  pafTed,  whifpered 
fomething  to  the  drawer,  who  went 
out;  and  then  with  great  compofure 
aflced  what  was  the  matter?  Jack- 
fon told  her  he  was  robbed;  and 
fwore,  if  me  refufed  him  fatis'faftion, 
he  would  have  her  and  her  whores 
committed  to  Bridewell.  '  Robbed!' 
cried  me;  '  robbed  in  my  houfc! — Gen- 
'  tlemen  and  ladies,  I  take  you  all  to 
«  witnefs,  this  perfon  has  fcandalized 

«  my 
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*  my  reputation.'     At  that  inftant  fee- 
ing the  conflable  and  watch  enter,  (he 
proceeded:  '  What!  you   muft  not  on- 
ly endeavour  by  your  f:i:fe  afperfions 
t>  nun  r  .  eharaner]  hut  even  CUM.- 
mit  an  artault,  upon   my    family?— 

i  you  with 

this    uncivil    pcifon,    who    has    been 
guilty   of  .1    i: 

.m  I  hi  ing  an  action  again  ft  him 

While  I  was  re- 

•,*  on  this  melancholy  event,  which 

iiie    quite    fober,    the    lady 

!    folicited,  being 

piqued  at   !  it  paflVd  be- 

tween   us,  ciitJ,  '  They   arc  all  con- 

*  ceincd!'  and  rulud  the   conlbble  to 
take  us  all  >  .    •  •  which 
was   y                                     to  the  utter 
aftonifhmciit  and  dcip.iir  of  us  all,  ex- 
cept Jack I'LJII,   wl-,o    having  been  often 
in  fuch    (crapes,    was    very    little    con- 
cerned,   and   charged  t!ie  conltable,   in 
his   turn,    with   the   landlady    and   her 
whole    bevy.     Upon  which   we    were 
cairied    all   together   pril'oners    to    the 
round-houfc;  where   J.ukfon,    after  a 
word  of  comfort  to   us,    informed  the 
conltable  of  his  being  robbed,  to  which 
lie   faid  he  would   fwear  next  morning 
before   the   jnftice.     '   Av,     ay,'    fays 
the  bawd,    '  we    (hall  lee   whofe  oath 
'  will  molt  fignify."     In  a  little  time 
the  conltable,  calling  J.tckfon  into  ano- 
ther room,     fpoke    to    him    thus:   «   I 

perceive  that  you  and  your  company 
are  ftrangeis,  and  am  very  forry  for 
your  being  involved  in  fuch  an  ugly 
bufinefs.  I  have  known  this  woman 
a  great  while:  (he  haj  kept  a  noto- 
rious houfe  in  the  neighbourhood 
thefe  many  years  j  and  although  often 
complained  of  as  a  nuilance,  ftill 
efcapes  through  her  interelt  with  the 
j — t — ces,  to  whom  flie  and  all  of 
her  employment  pay  contribution 
quarterly  for  protection.  As  flie 
clnrged  me  with  you  firlt,  her  com- 
plaint will  have  the  preference,  and 
(he  can  procure  evidence  to  fwear 
whatever  (he  fliall  pleale  to  defire  of 
them.  So  that  unlefs  you  can  make 
it  up  before  morning,  you  and  your 
companions  may  think  yourfelves 
happily  quit  fora  month's  hard  la- 
bour in  Bridewell.  Nay,  if  (he 
(hould  fwear  a  robbery  or  afTault 
againft  you,  you  will  be  committed 
to  Newgate,  and  tried  next  ferTions 
at  the  Old  Bailey  for  >our  life.* 
This  laft  piece  of  information  had 


fuch  an  effect  upon  Jackfon,  that  he 
agreed  to  make  it  up,  provided  bis  mo- 
ney might  be  reftoied.  The  confli- 
ble  told  him,  that  inftcad  of  retrieving 
what  he  had  loft,  he  wa*  pn-ry  certain 
m  fome  more  before 
they  would  come  to  any  competition. 
Lot  however  he  had  com  pa  Hi  on  on  him, 
and  would,  if  he  pleafed,  lound  them 
about  A  mutual  releafe.  The  unfortu- 
nate beau  thanked  him  fur  his  friend- 
(lnp.  and  redlining  to  us,  acquainted 
us  with  the  fubltance  of  this  dialogue; 
while  the  confhble  defiring  to  fpeak  in 
private  with  our  adverfary,  carried  her 
into  the  next  room,  and  pleaded  our 
caufe  fo  effectually,  that  (he  conde- 
fcended  to  make  him  umpire.  He  ac- 
L;!y  propcfed  an  arbitration,  to 
wh'ch  we  gave  our  afient;  and  he  fined 
each  party  in  thu-e  fliiilmgs,  to  be  laid 
out  in  a  bowl  of  punch,  wherein  we 
drowned  all  animofities,  to  the  inex- 
pixilible  joy  of  my  two  late  acquain- 
tances and  me,  who  had  been  in  the 
ibte  of  the  damned  ever  fince  Jackfon 
mentioned  Bridew«ll  and  Newgate. 
By  the  time  we  had  finimed  our  bowl, 
to  which,  by  the  bye,  I  had  contributed 
my  laft  (hilling,  it  was  morning;  and 
I  propofed  to  move  homeward,  when, 
the  cojittable  pave  me  to  underrtand, 
he  could difclmy.i  no  pri (oners  but  by 
order  of  the  juliice,  before  whom  we 
muft  appear.  This  renewed  my  cha- 
grin, and  I  curfed  the  hour  in  which  J 
had  yielded  to  J'ckfon's  invitation. 
About  nine  o'clock  we  were  ei'corted 
to  the  houfe  of  a  certain  julUci-  not 
many  miles  diltant  from  Covent  Gar- 
den; who  no  looner  faw  the  con  (table 
enter  with  a  train  of  prifoners  at  his 
heels,  than  he  faluted  him  as  follows: 
'  So,  Mr.  Conttable,  you  are  a  diligent 
'  man;  what  den  of  rogues  have  you 
'  been  fcouring?'  Then  looking  at 
us,  who  appeared  very  much  dejected, 
he  continued:  '  Ay,  sy,  thieves  I  fee; 
'  old  offenders! — O  your  humble  fer- 
'  vant,  Mrs.  Hanidan!  I  fuppofe  thefe 
'  fellows  have  been  taken  robbing 
'  your  hou!  .  here's  an  old  ac- 

*  quaintance  i -r  mine. — You  have  ufed 
'  expedition,'  i  lid  het-jt.ie, '  in  return- 

*  ing  from  tra.ilportation;  but  we  (hall 
'  fave  you  the  trouble  for  the  future} 
'  the    iurgeons  will    fetch     you    from 
'  your  next  tranfportation  at  their  ex- 
'  pence.'     I    a  flu  red    his    wor(h'j<    he 
was  mi  (taken  in  me,   for  be  had  never 
feen  uie  in  his  life  before.     To  this  de- 

I  duration 
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claration  he  replied,  '  How!  you  im- 
pudent rafcal,  dare  you  fay  fo  to  my 
face?  Do  you  think  I   am  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by   that  northern  accent 
which  you     have   afiumed?    But    it 
fhan't   avail   you,  you   fliall  find  me 
too  far  north  for  you. — Here,  clerk, 
wiite     this    fellow's    mittimus:    his 
name  is    Patrick  Ga^hagan.'     Here 
Mi-.  Jackfon  interpofed,  and  told  him 
I  was  a    Scotchman    lately    come    to 
town,  ddcended  of  a  good  family,  and 
th.it  my  name  was  Random.     The  juf- 
tice  looked  upon  this  afiertion    as   an 
outrage   upon   his   memory,  on   which 
he  valued  himfelf  much;  and,  ftrutting 
up   to    Jackfon,  with  a  fierce  counte- 
nance, put  Ins  hands  in  his  fides,  and 
laid,   '  Win)  are  you,  Sir?  do  you  give 
'  me  the  lye? — Take  notice,  gentlemen, 

*  here's  a  fellow  who  affronts  me  upon 
'  the  bench— hut  I'll  lay  you  faft,  fir- 

*  rah,    I     willj    for,    norwithrtanding 
'  your  laced  jacket,  I  believe  you  are 

*  a  notorious  felon.'     My  friend  was 
fo  much  abafhed  at  this  menace,  which 
was   thundered  out  with  great  vocife- 
ration, that  he  changed  colour,  and  re- 
mained    fpeechlefs.     This     confufion 
his   worlhip    took   for    a  fymptom   of 
guilt;  and,  to  compleat  his  diicovery, 
continued    his    threats:     '  Now  I  am 

convinced  you  are  a  thief,  your  face 
difcovsrs  it,  you  tremble  all  over,  your' 
confcience  won't  lie  tlill;  you'll  be 
hanged,    firrahl'    raifmg  his    voice; 
you'll   be  hanged!  And  happy  had  it 
been  for  the  world,  a  swell  as  your  own 
miferable  foul,    if  you   had  been  de- 
tected and  cut  off  in  the  beginning 
of  your  career.— -Cor.ie  hither,  clerk, 
and  take  this   man's  confeffion.'     I 
was   in    an    agony    cf   conlternation, 
•when  the  couftable  going  into  another 
room  with  his  wcrfhip,  acquainted  him 
•with    the   truth    of  the   Itory:    which 
having;  learned,  he  returned  with  a  fmi- 
Jing  countenance,  and  addrefling  him- 
felf to  us  all,  faid,  it  was  always   his 
way    to  terrify    young    people    when 
they  came  before  him,  that  his  tljreais 
might  make  a  (trong  impreflion  on  their 
minds,  and  deter  them  from  engaging 
in  fcenes  of  riot  and  debauchery,  which 
commonly    ended    before   the    judge. 
Thus  having  cloaked  his  own  want  of 
xJifcernment,  under  the  difguife  of  pater- 
yial    care,    we    were    difmlfledj  and   I 
found  myfelf  as  much  lightened  as  if  a 
pour,.'sin  had  bsenljfttd  off  my  breafl. 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

I  CARRY  MY  (QUALIFICATION  TO 
THE  NAVY  OFFICE — THE  NA- 
TURE OF  IT THE  BEHAVIOUR. 

OF    THE     S T Y.   STRAP'S 

CONCERN  FOR  MY  ABSENCE— 
A  BATTLE  BETWEEN  HIM  AND 

A  BLACKSMITH THE   TROUBLK- 

SOME   CONSEQUENCE   OF   IT  —  HIS 

HARANGUE  TO    ME 'HIS   FRIEND 

THE  SCHOOLMASTER  RECOM- 
MENDS ME  TO  A  FRENCH  APO- 
THECARY, WHO  ENTERTAINS  ME 
AS  A  JOURNEYMAN. 

I  Would  willingly  have  gone  home  to 
fleep,  but  was  told  by  my  compa- 
nion, that  we  mult  deliver  our  letters 
of  qualification  at  the  Navy  OlRce  be- 
fore one  o'clock}  accordingly  we  went 
thither,  and  gave  them  to  the  f — t — y, 
who  opened  and  read  them,  and  I  was 
mightily  pleafed  to  find  myfelf  quali- 
fied for  fecond  mate  of  a  third  rate. 
When  he  had  ftuck  them  all  together 
on  a  file,  one  of  our  company  afked  if 
there  were  any  vacancies;  to  which 
interrogation  heanfwered,  '  No.'  Then 
I  ventured  to  enquire  if  any  mips  were 
to  be  put  in  commifTion  ibon.  At 
which  queflion  he  furveyed  me  with  a 
look  of  ineffable  contempt,  nnd  pufh- 
ing  us  out  of  his  office,  locked  the 
door  withoutdeigning  us  another  word. 
We  went  down  ftairs,  and  conferred 
together  on  our  expectations;  when  I 
underltood  that  each  of  them  had  been 
recommended  to  one  or  other  of  the 
commiflioners,  and  each  of  them  pro- 
mifed  the  firft  vacancy  that  mould  fall} 
but  that  none  of  them  relied  folely 
upon  that  intereft,  without  a  prefent  to 
the  f — t — y,  with  whom  forne  of  the 

c s  went    fnacks.     For     which 

reafon  each  of  them  had  provided  a 
fmall  purfe;  and  I  was  afked  what  I 
projiofed  to  give.  This  was  a  vexatious 
queftion  to  me,  who  (far  from  being 
in  a  capacity  to  gratify  a  ravenous 
f — t— y)  had  not  wherewithal  to  pur- 
chafe  a  dinner.  I  therefore  anfwered, 
I  had  not  yet  determined  what  to  give; 
and  fneaked  off  towards  my  own  lodg- 
ings, curfing  m.y  fate  all  the  way,  and 
inveighing  with  much  bitternefs  againit 
the  barbarity  of  my  grandfather,  and 
the  fordid  avarice  of  my  relations,  who 
left  me  a  prey  t»  contempt  and  in<*i- 

gence, 
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p«nce.     Full  of  thefe  difagrteable  re- 

i    anivt.il  at   llic  huii.i:  wlioc 

.  v  landlord 

i\  .in  my  Account;  KM 

1     !u;l     met 

will)  i'nme  ililin.il  ,;c<  i.leut,  :in.l   : 
Jliou!  :  >ne  ag.iin.      Snap, who 

:ning, 

undo  itaiiJ..  •  id  all 

.  w.is  a'm^lt  diilr.nlitd;  and  after 
•  ohuiiud  L-.tve  of  his  i: 
had  gone  in  tj'.n-lt  of  me,  though  he 
ignorant  of  the  t-nvn 
than  I.  Not  being  willing  to  inform 
my  landloid  of  my  adventuie,  I  told 
him  I  had  met  an  acquaintance  at  Sur- 
geons II  ilJ,  v.-ith  whom  I  fpent  the 
evening  uml  in /hr,  but  being  very  much 
i  by  bugs  I  had  not  flqit  much, 
jiuil  ihtrefon  intended  to  take  a  little 
,  f<>  laying,  I  went  to  bed,  and 
ddiied  to  be  awakened  if  Strap  (bould 
happen  to  come  while  I  fliould  be  alk;  n. 
J  was  accordingly  rouzed  by  my  friend 
himlelfj  who  entered  my  chamber  a- 
bout  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon; 
and  piefented  a  figure  to  my  ryes,  that 
I  could  fcarce  believe  real.  In  fliort, 
this  aff  ctionate  fliaver,  letting  out  to- 
wards Surgeons  Hall,  had  enquired  for 
me  there  to  no  p'.irpofe;  from  thence 
lie  found  his  way  to  the  Navy  Office, 
where  he  could  hear  no  tidings  of  me, 
becaufe  I  was  unknown  to  every  body 
then  prefer) t;  he  afterwards  went  upon 
Change  in  hopes  of  feeing  me  upon 
the  Scotch  Walk,  but  without  fuccefs. 
At  lalt,  beingalmolt  in  defpair  of  find- 
ing me,  he  refolved  to  aflc  every  body 
he  met  in  the  ftreef,  if  perchance  any 
one  could  give  him  information  about 
me:  and  actually'piit  his  refolution  in 
pra&ice,  in  fpite  of  the  fcofFs,  curies 
and  reproaches,  with  which  he  was  an- 
fwertd,  until  a  blackfinith's  prentice, 
feeing  him  flop  .»  porter  wiih  a  burden 
on  his  back,  and  heaiinghis  qtieltion, 
for  which  he  received  a  beany  cuile, 
called  to  him,  and  afked  if  the  perfon 
he  enquired  aher  \v:,s  not  a  Scotchman. 
Strap  replied  with  great  eagernels, 

•  Vis,  and  had  on  a  blown  coat  with 
'  long   fkirts.' — '  The  fame,'  faid  the 

iiiiith;  '  I  f.iw  him  pafs  by  an 
1  hour  ago/ — '  Did  you  fo?'  cried 
Strap,  rubbing  his  hands;  '  OJds!  I 
'  am  very  »lad  vt  that.  Which  way 
'  went  he?'—'  To.vinls  Tyburn,  in  a 
i  he;  '  if  y,.u  make,  good 

•  /peed  yc  11  may  get  thither  liine  enough 


*  to  fee  him  hanged.*     This    piece  of 
wit   iortn.cd    mv    fiicnd    to  fuch 
gree,    that  ihe    l>!:t(.ltfmirh 

fcoundrr),  nnd  ptote'.lcd  he  would  fight 
him  for    half  a  r 

fiid    t'ne  other,    ({ripping,  '    1  il    hava 
'   none  t.f   your    mor.:  utcli- 

'   men    I'^lci 

'   but   I'll  fitfht   you  for  love.' 
was  u  rmij    immi-Jiaiely  formed  by  the 
mob:  and    Strap  finding  he   cou! 
get  off  honourably  without  fightin?,  at 
the  f-me  nine  burning  with  rrf-.-n-mt-nt 
agamli  his  ,.  hiscloaths 

to  the  care  of  the  multitude,  and  the 
battle  Ires^an  with  great  violence  en  the 
fide  of  Stup,  win)  in  a  few  minutes 
exhauHed  his  breath  and  fpirits-on  his 
patient  antagop.ilt ;  who  fuftained  the 
afJault  with  great  coolnefs,  till  finding 
the  barber  quite  fj>ent,  he  returned  the 
blows  he  had  lent  him  with  fuch  interef}, 
that  Str.ip,  alter  having  received  three 
falls  on  the  hard  (tones,  gave  out,  and 
allowed  the  blackfmith  to  be  the  better 
man.  The  victory  being  thus  decided, 
it  was  propofed  to  adjourn  to  a  cellar 
bard  by,  and  drink  friends.  But  when 
my  fiitnd  began  to  gather  up  his 
cloaths,  he  perceived  that  fome  honeit 
perfon  or  oilier  had  made  free  with  his 
fhiit,  neckcloth,  hat  and  wig,  which 
were  carried  off;  and  probably  his 
coat  and  waiftcoat  would  have  met 
with  the  fame  fate,  had  they  been  worth 
ftealing.  It  was  in  vain  for  him  to 
make  a  noife,  which  only  yielded  mirth 
to  the  fpectators;  he  was  fain  to  get 
off  in  this  manner,  which  he  accom- 
pli died  with  much  difficulty,  and  ap- 
peared before  me  all  befme.ired  with 
blood  and  dirt.  NotwithHanding  this 
misfortune,  fuch  was  his  tmnfpuit  at 
finding  me  fafe  and  found,  that  he  had 
almolt  ilifled  and  Itui'.k  me  to  death 
with  his  embraces.  After  he  had  ch 
himielf,  and  put  on  or:  of  my  t)r::s 
and  a  woollen  ni^ht-cap,  I  recounted 
to  him  the  particulars  of  my  night's 
campaign,  which  filled  him  wit: 
miration,  and  made  him  repeat  with 
great  energy  an  observation  which  wus 
often  in  his  niotuh;  '  th.it 

'  furely  London  is  the  devil's  drawing- 
'  room.'     As  neither  ot  us  had  >: 
he  delirrd  me  to  get  up;  anJ  the  miik- 
.1  coming  round   at  that  intlant, 
he  went  down  naict  and  brought  up  :i 
c:i!.iit,   with  a  psnnv   biick,  en   which 
-     .      lie  then 
1  2  ftured 
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fliared  his  money  with  me,  which 
amounted  to  eighteen -pence,  and  left 
me,  with  an  intention  to  borrow  an  old 
wig  and  hat  of  his  friend  the  fchool- 
niarter. 

He  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  I  began 
to  confider  my  fituation  with  great  un- 
eafinefs,  and  revolved  all   the  fchemes 
my  imagination  could  fuggeft,  in  order 
to  chufe   and   purfue    fome    one   that 
would  procure  me  bread;  for  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  exprefs    the    pangs  I   felt, 
when  I  reflected  on    the  miferable  de- 
pendance  in  which   I  lived  at  the  ex- 
pence   of  a   poor  barber's  boy.     My 
pride    took     the    alarm,   and    having 
no  hopes  of  fucceeding   at    the  Navy 
Office,  I  came  to   a  reiblution  of  en- 
Jiiting  into  the  foot- guards  next  day,  be 
the  event  what  it  would.     This  extra- 
vagant defign,  by  flattering  my  difpo- 
fition,   gave  great   fatisfaclion;    and  I 
was  charging  the  enemy  at  the  head  of 
my  own  regiment,  when  Strap's  return 
interrupted   my   reverie.     The  fchool- 
mafter  had  made  him  a  prelent  of  the 
tye-wig  which  he   wore   when  I  was 
introduced  to  him,   together  with  an 
old  hat,  whofe  brims  would  have  over- 
fliadowed  a  Coloffus.     Though  Strap 
had  ventured  to  wear  them  in  the  dufk, 
he  did  not  chufe  to  entertain  the  mob 
by  day;  therefore  went  to  work   im- 
mediately, and  reduced  them  both  to  a 
moderate  fize.    While  he  was  employ- 
ed in  this  office,  he  addreffed  me  thus: 
To  be  fure,  Mr.  Random,  you  are 
born  a  gentleman,  and  have  a  gre:,t 
deal  of  learning;  and  indeed  look  like 
a  gentleman — for  as  to  perfon,  you 
may  hold  up  your  head  with  the  belt 
of  them.     On  the  other  hand,  I  am  a 
poor,  but  honeft  cobler's  fon :  my  mo- 
ther was  as  indultrious  a  woman  as 
ever  broke  bread,  till  fuch  time  as  flie 
took  to  drinking,  which  you  very  well 
know;  but  every  body  has  failings, 
humanum  eft  err  are.   Now  for  myfeif, 
I    am   a  poor  journeyman    barber, 
tolerably  well  made,  and.underftand 
fome  Latin,    and  have  a  ^mattering 
of  Greek;  but    what  of  that?  per- 
haps I  might  alfo  fay  that  I  know  a 
little  of  the  world,  but  that  is  to  no 
purpofe;  though  you  be  gentle  and 
I  fimple,  it  does  not  follow  but  that 
I  who  am  fimple  may  do  a  good  office 
to  you  who  are  gentle.     Now  this  is 
the  cafes  my  kinlman,   the  fchool- 
mafter— perhaps,  you  did  not  know 


how  nearly  he  is  related  to  me,  I'll 
fatisfy    you    in    that     prefently — his 
mother    and   my  grandmother's  fif- 
fter's  nephew — no,  that's  not  it — my 
grandfather's    brother's    daughter— 
rabbit  it!  I  have    forgot  the   degree; 
but  this  I  know,  he  and  I  are  coufins 
feven    times   removed.*     My  impa- 
tience to  know  the  good  offices  he  had 
done  me,  got  the  better  of  my  temper, 
and  interrupted  him  at  this  place,  with, 
'  D — n    your   relation    and    pedigree! 
'  if  the  fchoolmalter  or  you  can  be  of 
'  any  advantage  to  me,  why  don't  you 
'  tell  me  without   all    this  preamble!' 
When  I  pronounced  thefe  words  with 
fome  vehemencey  Strap   looked  at  me 
for  fome  time  with  a  grave  countenance, 
and  then  went  on:   '  Surely,  our  pedi- 
gree is  not  to  be  d — n'd,  becaufe  it  is 
not  fo  noble  as  yours.  I  am  very  forry 
to  fee  fuch  an  alteration  in  your  tem- 
per of  late;    you  was   always  fiery, 
but  now   you  are  grown  as  crabbed 
as  old  Periwinkle  the  drunken  tinker, 
on    whom    you  and  I  (God  forgive 
us!)  played  fo  many  unlucky  tricks, 
while  we  were  at  fchool.     But  I  will 
no  longer  detain  you  in  fufpenfe,  be- 
caufe,   doubtlei's,    nothing    is    more 
uneafy  than  doubt;  dublo  procul  du- 
bio  nil  dubius.     My  friend,  or  rela- 
tion,  or  which   you    will,    or  both, 
the  fchoolmalter,   being   informed  of 
the  regard  I  have  for  you — for  you 
may  be  fure,  I  did  not  fail  to  let  him 
know  your  good   qualities — by    the 
bye,   lie  has  undertaken  to  teach  you 
the     pronunciation    of   the    English 
tongue,  without  which,  he  fays,  you 
will    be    unfit   for  bufmefs    in    this 
country.     I    fay,  my     relation    has 
fpoke  in  your  behalf  to  a  French  apo- 
thecary   who    wants   a  journeyman; 
and  on  his  recommendation,  you  may 
have  fifteen    pounds   per    year,   bed 
and  board,  whenever  you  pleafe.'     I 
was  too  much  interested  in  this  piece  of 
news,  to  entertain  it  with  indifference; 
but  jumping  up,    infilled    on    Strap's 
immediately  accompanying  me  to  the 
houfe  of  his   friend,  that  I  might  not 
lofe  this  opportunity  through  the  leaft 
delay  or  neglect  on  my  part.     We  were 
informed  that  the  fchoolmafter  was  in 
company  at  a  public-houfe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,  whither  we    repaired,    and 
found  him  drinking  with  the  very  in- 
dividual apothecary  in  queftion.    When 
he  was  culled  to  the  door  at  our  de- 
fire, 
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fire,  and  obferved  my  impitr.-rcr,  he 

broke  out  into  his  uhi 

lation:    '  O  Ch — 11!    I    Inpj.oiV. 

•   you  heard  of  this  offn ,   \ 

•  ne  enough    to  come 

t  leapt  out  of  the  win  low; 
'   tlivl  \.  '.i  overttiin  m>  p 

ii   ydur  way!    It  i:,  a  mrrcy 
'  of  Ciod    yuu   did    not    knock    your 
'  brains  out  againlt  fonie  port  in  your 
'  c.iiexT.      O'    my  coni'cience!    I    be- 
,had  I  been  in  the  inmoft rece^Tei 
;.  y  habitation,    thcvu- 
'  Ha,  even  in  bed  with  my 
'  eagernefs    would     have   furmmmted ' 
'  bolts,  bars,  decency,  and  every  thing. 
'  The  den  of  Cacus,  01  Sa.ic- 

1  torum,  could  not  have  hid  me  fiom 
But  come  along,  the  gentle- 
'  imn  of  whom  I  fpoke  is  in  the  hcufe; 
1  1  will  prelent  you  to  him  forthwith.' 
When  I  entered  the  room,  I  perceived 
four  or  five  people  finoiilcing,  one  of 
whom  the  fchoolmalter  accolied  thus: 
"  Mr.  Lavement,  here's  the  young  man 
'  of  whom  I  fpoke  to  you.*  The  apo- 
thecary, who  was  a  little  old  withered 
man,  with  a  forehead  about  an  inch 
high,  a  nofe  turned  up  at  the  end,  large 
check  bones  that  helped  to  form  a  pit 
for  his  little  grey  eyes,  a  great  bag  of 
loofe  fkin  hanging  down  on  each  fide 
in  wrii.kles  lii.c-the  alforjas  of  a  ba- 
boon; and  a  mouth  fo  Rocuftorned  to 
that  contraction  which  produces  gun- 
ning, that  he  could  not  pronounce  a 
iyllabie  without  difcovering  the  re- 
mains of  his  teeth,  which  confided  of 
four  yellow  fangs,  not  improperly, 
by  anatomifts,  called  canine.  Tnis 
perfonj  I  fay,  after  having  eyed  me 
feme  time,  faid,  '  Oho,  'tis  ver  well, 
Monf.  Concordance. — Young  man, 
you  are  ver  welcome,  t.ike  one  coup 
of  bierre;  and  come  to  mine  houfe  to- 
morrow morning;  Monf.  Concord- 
ance vil  (hew  you  de  way.'  Upon  ihis 
I  made  my  bow,  and  as  I  went  out  of 
the  loom,  could  hear  him  f:iy,  '  I',, 
'  c  *efl  un  beau  gar  (on,  c'cfiun  gall'iani. " 
As  I  had  by  my  own  application  while 
1  ferved  Crab,  acquired  the  French 
tongue  wtll  enough  to  read  authors 
written  in  that  language,  and  under- 
Hand  any  thing  that  occurred  in  ccn- 
verlation,  I  determined  to  pretend  ig- 
norance to  my  new  mafter,  that  he  and 
his  family,  whom  I  fuppofed  to  be  of 
the  fame  country,  not  being  on  the  re- 
fcrvc  bffare  me,  might  poflibly  dil- 


cover  fomething  in  difcourfr,  which 
would  cither  yield  me  amufement  or 
advantage.  Next  morning  Mr.  Con- 

ce  carried  me  to  the  apothecary'* 
lion  fr,  where  the  bargain  was  made, 
and  order*  givsp  to  provide  an  apart- 
merit  : 

.  al  upon  bufinefs,  the  Ichool- 
malier  recommended  me  to  his  taylor, 
who  gave  me  credit  for  a  fuit  of  cloaths 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  fir  ft  moiety  of  my 
wages,  and  they  were  begun  upon  that 
very  day;  he  afterwards  accommo- 
dated me  with  a  new  hat  on  the  fame 
terms;  fo  that  in' a  few  days  I  hoped 
to  make  a  very  falhionable  appearance. 
In  the  mean  time,  Strap  conveyed  my 
baggage  to  the  place  allotted  for  me, 
which  was  a  back-room  up  two  pair  of 
ftairs,  furnifhed  with  a  pallet  for  me 
to  lie  upon,  a  chair  without  a  back, 
an  earthen  chamber-pot  without  a 
handle,  a  bottle  byway  of  candleflick, 
and  a  triangular  piece  of  glafs  inttead 
of  a  mirror 5  the  reft  of  it's  ornaments 
having  been  lately  removed  to  one  of 
the  garrets,  for  the  convenience  i-t  the 
fervent  of  an  Lifii  explain  who  lodged 
in  the  fir  It  floor. 


C  II  A  P.     XIX. 

THE  CHARACTERS  OF  MR.  LAVE- 
MENT, HIS  WIFE,  AND'  DAUGH- 
TER— SOME  ANECDOTES  OK  '1  I!  ii 
FAMILY — THE  MOTHER  AND' 
DAUGHTER  RIVALS 1  AM  GUIL- 
TY OF  A  MISTAKE  THAT  GIVES 
ME  PRESENT  SATISFACTION, 
BUT  IS  ATTENDED  WITH  TROU- 
BLESOME CONSEQUENCES. 

NEXT  day,  while  I  was  at  work  in 
the  (hop,  a  bouncing  ciaml'cl 
well  drefled  came  in,  on  j-jtttnce  of 
finding  a  phial  for  f  .me  uie  or  other  j 
and  taking  an  opportunity,  when  me 
thought  I  dij  not  mind  her,  of  obftrv 
i.uj  me  narrowly,  went  away  with  a 
filent  look  of  difdain.  I  eafily  gucfTed 
her  fvi  ud  my  pi  icie  took  the 

refolution  of  entert  lining  the  fame  in- 
difference and  r.eglecl  towards  her.  At 
dinner,  the  maids,  uith  whom  I  dined 
in  the  kitchen,  gave  me  to  underftand 
that  this  was  my  matter's  only  daugh- 
ter, who  would  have  a  very  handlome 
fortune,  on  account  of  winch,  and  her 
beauty,  a  great  many  young  sjentlemen 

ir.adc 


66 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


made  their  addrefles  to  her;  that  (he 
had  been  twice  on  the  brink  of  mar- 
riage, but  dif.tppointed  by  the  ftinginef's 
of  her  father,  who  refufed  to  part  with 
a  (hilling  to  promote  the  match 5  for 
which  reafon  the  young  lady  did  not 
behave  to  her  father  with  all  the  filial 
veneration  that  might  he  expected:  in 
particular,  (he  ha.boured  the  moft  per- 
feft  hatred  for  li.s  ujiuitrymen;  in 
which  diipofition  flie  refembled  her 
mother,  who  was  an  Englifh  woman; 
and  by  the  hints  they  dropped,  I  learn- 
ed the  grey  mare  was  the  better  horfe; 
that  flie  wis  a  matron  of  high  fpirit, 
which  was  often  manifefted  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  her  dependants;  that  fhe  loved 
diveifions,  and  looked  upon  Mifs  as 
her  rival  in  all  parties,  which  was  in- 
deed the  true  caufe  of  her  difappoint- 
ments;  for  had  the  mother  been  lu-arty 
in  her  interelt,  thefather  would  not  have 
ventured  to  refufe  her  demands.  Over 
and  above  this  intelligence,  I  of  my- 
felf  foon  made  more  discoveries;  Mr. 
Lavement's  fignificant  grins  at  his 
wife,  while  (he  looked  another  way, 
convinced  me  that  he  was  not  at  all  con- 
tent with  his  lot;  and  his  behaviour  in 
prefence  of  the  captain,  made  me  believe 
his  chief  torment  was  jealoufy.  As 
for  my  own  part,  I  was  confidered 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a 
menial  fervant,  and  had  been  already 
fix  days  in  the  houfe  without  being 
honoured  with  one  word  from  either 
mother  or  daughter;  the  latter,  'as  I 
underftood  from  the  maids,  having  at 
table  one  day  exprtfitd  fome  furprize 
that  her  papa  mould  entertain  fuch  an 
sukward  mean-looking  journeyman. 
I  was  nettled  at  this  piece  of  informa- 
tion; and  next  Sunday,  it  being  my  turn 
to  take  my  diveifion,  drefltd  myfelf  in 
my  new  cloaths  to  the  greatelt  advan- 
tage; aud,  vanity  apart,  made  no  con- 
temptible figure.  After  having  /pent 
moft  part  of  the  day  in  company  with 
Strap  and  fome  of  his  acquaintance,  I 
came  home  in  the  afternoon,  and  was 
let  in  by  Mils;  who,  not  knowing  me, 
dropt  a  low  curtfey  as  I  advanced, 
which  I  returned  with  a  profound  bow, 
and  (hut  the  door.  By  that  time  I  had 
turned  about,  (lie  had  perceived  her 
miftake,  and  changed  colour,  but  did 
not  withdraw.  The  paflage  being  nar- 
row, 1  could  not  get  away  without  joft- 
ling  her;  fo  I  was  forced  to  remain 
where  I  was,  with  my  «yes  fixed  on  the 


ground,  and  my  face  glowing  with 
blufhes.  At  length  her  vanity  coining 
tohei  afllflance,  flie  went  away  tittering, 
and  Icouid  hearherpronounce  the  word 
'  Creature!'  From  this  day  forward 
flie  came  into  the  (hop  fifty  times  every 
day,  upon  various  pretences,  and  put 
in  practice  fo  many  ridiculous  airs,  thnt 
I  could  e.iiily  perceive  her  opinion  of 
me  was  changed,  and  that  (lie  did  not 
think  me  altogether  an  unworthy  con- 
queft.  But  my  heart  was  fo  lleeled 
againft  her  charms  by  pride  and  re- 
fentment,  which  were  two  chief  ingre- 
dients in  my  diipofition,  that  I  remain- 
ed infallible  to  nil  her  arts;  and  not- 
withftanding  fome  advances  flie  made, 
could  Mot  be  prevailed  upon  to  yield 
her  the  leaft  attention.  This  negleit 
foon  baniflied  all  the  favourable  im- 
preflions  (lie  felt  for  me,  and  the  rage 
of  a  flighted  woman  took  place  in  her 
heart.  This  flie  manifefted  not  only  in 
all  the  fuggeftions.her  malice  could  in- 
vent to  my  prejudice  with  her  father, 
but  alfo  in  procuring  for  me  fuch  fervile 
employments  as  flie  hoped  would  fuffici- 
ently  humble  my  fpirit.  One  day  in  par- 
ticular (lie  ordered  me  tobrufh  my  maf- 
ter's  coat;  but  I  refufing,  a  (mart  dia- 
logue enfued,  which  ended  in  her  burli- 
ing  into  tears  of  rage;  when  her  mother 
imei  poling,  and  examining  intotheme- 
rits  of  the  caufe,  determined  it  in  my  fa- 
vour: and  this  good  ofEce  I  owed  not  to 
any  efteem  or  consideration  (he  had  for 
me,  but  folely  to  the  defire  of  mortifying 
her  daughter,  who  on  this  occafion  ob- 
ferved,  that  let  people  be  never  fo  much 
in  the  right,  there  were  fome  folks  who 
would  never  do  them  juftice  ;  but  to  be 
fure  they  had  their reafons  for  it,  which 
fome  people  were  ignorant  of,  although 
they  defpiftd  their  little  arts.  This 
infinuation  of  fome  people,  und  fome 
folks,  put  me  upon  obferving  the  be- 
haviour of  my  miftrefs  more  narrowly 
for  the  future;  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  flie 
looked  upon  her  daughter  as  a  rival  in 
the  affc-clions  of  Captain  Odonnell,  who 
lodged  in  the  houfe.  In  the  mean  time, 
my  induftry  and  knowledge  gained  me 
the  good  will  of  my  matter,  who  would 
often  fay,  in  French,  '  Mardy !  c'eft  un 
'  ban  gar (88  .*  He  had  a  great  deal  of 
bufinels;  but  as  he  was  moftly  em- 
ployed among  his  fellow  refugees,  his 
profits  were  (mall.  However,  his  ex- 
pence  for  medicines  was  not  great,  for 

he 
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he  was  the  moft  expert  man  at  a  fucce- 

mi  nt  any  apothecary  in  L 
fo  tint   I   have  '-  mes  amaztcl 

to  Tee  him,  without  the  lealt  helitation, 
up  a  phyliei.m's  prefcrip'.ion, 
though  he  had  not  in  his  fliop  one  me- 
dicine nu-ntioned  in  it.  Oylter  fhells 
he  could  convert  into  crabs  eyes;  com- 
mon oil,  into  oil  of  fwtet  almond*]  fy- 
mp  of  lui;:ir,  into  hallamic  fyrup; 
TOM  mto  ;i^u*  cinii 

turpentine,   into  capivi;   and  :»  hundred 
more  coftly  preparations  were  produced 
in    an    inli.int,  from  the  cheapelt  and 
co  irfdt  drugs  ot   the  materia  >:: 
and  when  any  common  tiling  v 

r,  he  always  took  care 
to  dilguii'e  it  in  colour  or  taile,  or  both, 
in  i'lcii  a  manner  as  that  it  could  IM: 
poflibly  be  known.  For  which  purpofe 
cochineal  and  oil  of  cloves  were  of  great 
fervice.  Among  many  noltrurns  which 
be  pcffelfed,  there  was  one  for  the  vene- 
real diic.iif,  that  brought  h; in  a  in 
of  money;  and  this  he  concealed  Co 
artfuiiv  from  me,  that  I  coui  I  never 
learn  it's  compofition:  but  during  the 
eight  months  I  (taid  in  his  fervice, 
lie  was  fo  unfortunate  in  the  ufe  of  it, 
that  three  parts  in  four  of  thole  who 
took  it,  were  fain  to  confirm  the  cure 
by  a  ialivarion  under  the  direction  of 
another  doftor.  This  bad  fuccef*-,  in 
all  appearance,  attached  him  the  more 
Jo  his  Ipscific;  and  before  I  left  him, 
I  may  venture  to  fay,  he  would  have 
fooner  renounced  the  Trinity  (notwith- 
ftandiiig  his  being  a  good  Hugonot) 
than  his  confidence  in  the  never- tailing 
power  ot  this  remedy.  Mr.  Lavement 
haa  attempted  more  than  once  to  in- 
troduce a  vegetable  diet  into  his  fami- 
ly, by  launching  out  into  the  praife  of 
roots  and  greens,  and  decrying  the  ufe 
of  fleih,  both  as  a  phyfician  and  philo- 

.  j  but  all  his  rhetorick  could  not 
make  one  profelyte  to  his  opinion,  and 
even  the  wife  of  his  bolbm  declared 
againli  the  propofa).  Whether  it  was 
owing  to  the  little  regard  me  p-iid  to 
her  hufband's  admonition  iu  this  par- 
ticular, or  to  the  natural  warmth  of 
her  constitution,  I  know  not;  bur  this 
lady'o  pallions  became  every  day  more 
and  more  violent,  till  at  lalt  (he  looked 
upon  decency  as  an  unnecefiary  re- 
Itraint;  and  one  afternoon,  when  her 
liuiband  was  abroad,  and  her  daughter 
gone  to  vilit,  ordered  me  to  call  a 
jjjckiiey- coach,  in  which  (he  and  the 


captain  drove  towards  Covent  Garden. 
Mil*  came  home  in  the  evening,  and 
Tupping  at  hei  uAnl  hour,  went  to  bed* 
About  eleven  o'clock  my  maltcr  enter- 
ed, and  aflced  if  hit  wife  w  is  gone  to 
fleep:  upon  which  I  told  him,  my 
milirefs  went  out  in  the  iftnnoon,  and 
V.M  ,  not  yet  returned.  1'nis  wa«  like 
a  clap  of  thir  Icr  to  the  poor  .t..othe- 
cary,  who  ftaumgback,  cried,  '  M'jrt 
'  de  ma  vie!  vat  you  tell  me?  My 
'  wife  not  at  home!'  At  that  inftant 
a  patient's  fervant  arrived  with  a  pre- 
1'cription  for  a  draught,  which  my  maf- 
ter  taking,  went  into  the  (hop  t.j  make 
it  up  with  his  own  hand.  While  he 
rubbed  the  ingredients  in  a'glafs  mor- 
tar, he  enquired  of  me,  whether  or  no 
his  wife  went  out  alone;  and  no  fooner 
heard  th.u  (lie  was  in  company  wit!i 
the  captain,  than  with  one  blo.v  he 
Iplit  the  mortar  into  a  thoufind  pieces, 
and  grinning  like  the  head  of  a  bafj 
viol,  exclaimed,  '  Ah,  train dFe!'  It 
would  h.ivs  been  impofiible  for  me  to 
have  pnri'frved  my  gravity  a  minute 
longer,  wh"n  I  was  happily  relieved 
by  a  r:ip  at  iha  door,  which  I  opened, 
and  perceived  my  miftref*  coming  out 
of  the  coach;  fh.e  flounced  iuimediate- 
ly  iato  the  (hop,  and  addrefTed  her 
hufband  thus:  '  I  fuppofe  you  thought 
'  I  was  loit,  my  dear;  Captain  OJonnell 
'  hi-  been  Co  good  as  to  treat  me  with 
«  a  play.' — '  Play — play!'  replied  he; 
'  Olio!  yes  by  gar,  1  believe  verprettie 
'  play.' — '  Blefs  rns!'  (aidfne,  '  what's 
'  tlie  matter?'—'  Vat  de  matter!'  cried 
hf,  forgetting  all  his  former  compiai- 
fance,  '  by  gar,  you  be  one  damn  dog's 

*  wife— venti'e  bleu!  me  viil  (how  you 

*  vat  it  is  to  put  one  horn  upon  mine 
'   head.    Paniieu!  le  Capitaine  Odonnell 

*  be   one  Here  the  capta;n,   who 
hr.d  been  all  the  while  at  the  door  dif- 
charging  the  coach,  entered,  and  laid 
with    a     teriible    voice,      '  D — mme! 
'  what  am  1?'  Mr.  Lavement  chang- 
ing his  tone,  immediately  fainted  him 
with;  '  Oh,  fervid ur  monjleur  le  caf>i- 
1  taine;  <uous  eits  un  gallant  bomme— 
'  ma  fimme  ejt  forte  oblige*      Then 
turning  about  towards  me,  pronounced 
with  a  low  voice,   '  Et  diahltment  obli- 
?  gejnte,  fans  doiite.'—1'  Hark'e,  Mr. 
'  Lavenunt,'  (aid  the  captain,  '  I  am 
t  a  msn  of  honour,  and  I  believe  you 
'  are  too  much   ot  a  gentleman  to  be 
«  cfrended    at  the  civility   I   (hew  your 
f  wife.'    This  J*cUr»Uon  had  fuch  an 
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effect  en  the  apothecary,    that  he  re- 
lumed all  the  poIiterTe  of  a  Frenchman; 
and  with  the  utmoft  proftration  of  com- 
pliment,   aflured    the  captain    that  he 
was    perfectly    well  fatisfied  with  the 
honour  he  had  done  his  wife.  Matters 
being  thus  compofed,  every  body  went 
to  reft.     Next  day  I  perceived,  through 
a  glafs  door  that  opened  from  the  mop 
into  the   parlour,  the  captain  talking 
eameltly  to  Mifs,  who  heard  him  with 
a    look,    that   exprefled  anger  mingled 
with  fcorn ;  which  however  he  at   laft 
found  means  to  mollify,  and  fealed  his 
reconciliation  with  a  kifs.     This  cir- 
cumftance  foon   convinced  me   of  the 
occafion  of  the  quarrel;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  vigilance,  I  could  ne- 
ver difcover  any  other  commerce  be- 
tween them.     In  the  mean  while,  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  I  had  inspired  one  of 
the   maids  with  tender  fentiments  for 
me;  and  one   night    when    I    thought 
every 'other  peifon  in  the  houfe  afleep, 
I    took    the    opportunity    of  going  to 
reap  the  fruits   of    my    conquelt;    her 
bedfellow  having  the  day  before  gone 
to  Richmond  to  vifit  her  parents.     Ac- 
cordingly I  got  up,  and  naked  as  I  w.is, 
explored  my  way  in  the  davk,  to  the 
garret  where  (he  lay.     I  was  ravifhed 
to  find  the  door  open,  and  moved  foftly 
to  her  bed-fide,  tranfpWted    with  the 
hope  of  compleating  my  wifties.     But 
what  horrors    of    jealoufy  and  difap- 
pointment  did  I  feel,    when    I  found 
her  afleep,  fait  locked  in  the  arms  of  a 
man,  whom   I  eafily  guefled  to  be  no 
other  than  the  captain's  feivant!  I  was 
upon  ihe  point  of  doing  fome  ram  thing, 
when  the  noife  of  a  rat  Scratching  be- 
hind the  wainfcot  put  me  to  flight,  and  I 
was  fain  to  get  back  to  my  own  bed  in 
fafety.     Whether  this  alarm  had  difor- 
dered   my-  mind,    or  that  I   was   led 
aftray    by    the    power    of    deftiny,    I 
know    not;    but    inftead    of    turning 
to  the  left-hand,  when  I  defcended  to 
the  fecond  ftory,  I  purlued  the  contrary 
courfe,  and    mittook  the  young  lady's 
bed-chamber  for  my  own.     I  did  not 
perceive  my  miftake  before  I  had  run 
againft  the  bed-pofts;  and  then  it  was 
pot  in  my  power  to  retreat  undilcover- 
cd,  for  the  nymph  being  awake,  felt 
my  approach,  and  with   a  foft   voice, 
bade  me  makelefs  r.oife,  left  the  Scotch 
booby  in  the  next  room  fhonld  over- 
hear us.     This   hint  was  fufficient  to 
inform  me  of  the  nature  of  the  afllgna- 


tion;  and  as  my  paffions,  at  any  time 
high,  were  then  in  a  date  of  exaltation, 
Irefolved  to  profit  by  my  good  fortune. 
Without  any  more  ceremony,  therefore, 
I  made   bold   to  flip  into  bed  to  this 
charmer,  who  gave  me  as  favourable  a 
reception  as  I  could  defire.     Our  con- 
vei  fation  was  very  (paring  on  my  part, 
but  fhe  upbraided  the  perfon  whom  I 
reprefented    with  his    jealoufy  of  me, 
whom  me  handled  fo  roughly,  that  my 
refentment  had  well  nigh  occafioned  a 
difcovery  more  than  once;  but  I   was 
confoled   for   her  hatred  of  me  by  the 
revenge  I  enjoyed  in  undtrftanding  from 
her  own  mouth  that  it  was  now  high 
time  to  falve  her  reputation  by  matri- 
mony: for  fhe  had  reafon  to  fear  /he 
could  not  much  longer  conceal  the  ef- 
fecls  of  their  mutual  intercourfe.  While 
I  was  meditating  an  anfwer  to  this  pro- 
polal,  I  heard  a  noife  in  my  room,  like 
fomething  heavy  falling  down  upon  the 
floor:    upon   which  I  ftarted  up,  an.l 
creeping  to  the  door  of  my  chamber, 
obferved  by  moon -light  the  fliadow  of 
a  man  groping  his    way  out;  fo  I   re- 
tired fo  one  fide  to  let  him  pafs,  and 
faw  him  go  down  Itairs  as  expeditioufly 
as  he  couid.     It  was  an  eafy  matter  to 
divine  that  this  was  the  captain,  who 
having,ovejflcpt  himfelf,  had  got  up  at 
lait   to   keep  his  affignation:  and  rind- 
ing my  door  open,  had  enteied  my  a« 
partment  inftead  of  that  of  his  miftrels, 
where  I  Aipplied  his  place.     But  rind- 
ing his  mirtake,    by    falling  over  my 
chair,   he  was   afraid  the  noife  might 
alarm  the  family,  and  for  that  reafon 
made  off,  delaying  the  gratification  of 
his  defires  till  another  opportunity.  By 
this   time  I  was  fatisfied;  and  inftead 
of  returning  to  the  place  from  whence 
I  came,    retreated  to  my    own  caftle, 
which   I  fortified  by  bolting  the  door, 
and   in  the  congratulation  of  my  own 
happinefs  fell   afleep.     But   the   truth 
of  this  adventure   could  not  be   long 
concealed    from     my    young  miftreis, 
who  next  day  came  to  an  explanation 
with   the  captain,  upon  his  lamenting 
his   laft  night's    disappointment,    and 
begging  pardon   for  the  noife  he  had 
made.     Their  mutual  chagrin,  when 
they  came  to  the  knowledge  of  what 
had  happened,  may  be  eafily  conjectu- 
red, though   each  had  a  peculiar  grief 
unfelt  by  the  other;  for  Ihe  was  con- 
fcious  of  not  only  having  betrayed  to 
ine  the  iecrets  of  her  commerce  with 

him, 


RODERICK    RAND 


6, 


'.I'D,  of  ha>  «d  rne 

rh  my 
on<  ill  limn. 
On  iheothei  h.ind,  his 
ed   tli  <t   hrr    (oirow    was    all    :.i 
- 

her  cr  and   confent.     That 

; 
• 

came  into  the  fliop,  wheie 
:d    fixing    her    eyes, 
ir.g   in   tears,   upon  me, 
molt  piuoully.     But  I  was  pn  • 

•nrlufs,   by  rccollciling  the 
:s  with  which    ftie  hod  honour- 
.  '-igl't    bcfc-ie;    and   ! 

\nv  ilia'   tlie  good  recc|.t:on    I  ei 
was    iii!t:red     tor    ar  :efore 

flie   h.ul   the  moitification   to  find  her 

p     returned     four  fold.      How- 

e\er,    fi  cm  thenceforward   (lie  thought 

i     to    uh    me    with    more    com- 

plaiisnce    than    uftial,    knowing    thnt 

it  was  in  my  power  at  any  time  t 

lifh   her   flu'.iiu-.     By   tlufe  means  my 

life    became    much     more 

though  I  never  could  prevail  upon  my- 

fe'f  to  repeat  my  nocturnal  vifit;    ami 

»•  I  evciy  (!ay  improved   in  my  krcw- 

(  f  the  town,  I  (hook  off  my  ank- 

.  es,   and  acquired  the 

!    a  polite  jourrieyman-apo- 


C  H  A  P.    XX. 

I     AM      ASSAULTED      AND      DANGE- 
ROUSLY WOUNDED—  —SUSPECT 

0  D  O  N  N  t  L  L,  AND  AM  C  O  N  t  J  ! 

IN     MY     OPINION-  -  CONCERT    A 
SCHEMA  OF   REVENGE,    AND   PUT 

1  I'  IN   EXECUTION  -  OHONNEI.L 
ROBS    HIS    0\V.N    SERVANT,      AND 
BISAPI'i  AJli-—  I     MAKE     MY     AD- 
DRESSES     TO       A      LADY  -  AND 
AM  MIRAC  ULOUSLY    DELIV. 
FROM    H£R    (MARE. 

ONE  night,  about  twelve  o'clock, 
as  I  returned  from  vifiting  a  pa- 
tient at  Chelfea,  I  received  a  blow  on 
my  head  fiv.ni  an  unfeen  hand,  that 
Hretched  me  fenftlefs  on  the  ground; 
and  wns  left  for  dead  with  three  rt^bs 
cf  a  fwrrd  in  my  body.  The  groans 
J  utteieci  when  I  recovered  the  nl'c  of 
iry  rea:<  n,  .<!  <nned  the  people  ct 
litary  a'e-hcufe,  that  ftcod  near  the 
fpot  wl.eie  1  lay,  and  they  weic  liu- 


•-nough  to  take  me  in,   at 

niul  nfliirtd  me  they    \vtn-    • 

' 

Inch  . 

fin  imagint  :  ••  me  ihrc-i 

Hie  frcond  flamed  alor 

',  which  u. 

tended  for  the  finifliin^  fti-okr,   having 
been  dire&ed  ro  the  htnrt,    the  (word 
njion   my  bread  -bone,    and    the 
ji-iinf    remained   (licking   in    tlie   /kin. 
.    I   IT  fl:  tied  up.-n    this  event,    I 
could  not  perfuade   myfrii    : 
been  a  (faulted  by  a  common  fc 
becaufe.  it  is  not   ufual  fc;r  inch  ; 
to    nuMi'-r   thole  they   rob,    efpciuUy 
when  th'jy  triru  with  no  refiftam 

I  my  money  and  every  thing  eifc 
about  me,  but  my  caicai>-,  fafe.  I  con- 
chided  therefore,  that  I  mult 

mirtaken    for    another,     or 
;l    to    the    private   re: 
1'ome  lecret  enen, 

penedj    and    as  1    could  rtrrrtmber  no- 

!;nd  the  tea  ft  caufe  of  com- 

,'t  Captain  Odon- 

nell  and    iry    innlb-rs    daughter,    rr.y 
i,   though  I 

took  care  to  conceal  it,  th;;f  I  might 
the  foon^rarrive'at  confirmaricn.  With 
this  view.  I  went  home  in  a  chair  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  rrcmirg;;  and  as 
the  chairman  fuppoited  i; 
houfe,  met  the 

who  no  i'coner  faw  me.,    thr.n  lu- 
back,  and  gave 
confnfion,    wr.ich    In- 

COUnt.  d    foi  .(ruin     ill. 

:>y  feuing  r 
My  maltir  hr.ving  hrr.id  mv 

me  with  a  good  deal  of   i- 
thy:     an:!,    when    he    inu. 
wounds  were  iu  ,  us,    onicud 

me   to    be    carried    uji    Irairs    K, 

i'litirn 

ficm  his  wife,    who  wns    (-f  upmioij  il 

;i  hof- 

pital,    wheie   !    fhoiild   be  more  care- 

fully attended.     My    met)  t 

employed    in     conrerting  w;th   myli.-lf 

method  of  rt-vnipe  againft  Squire 

ell  ;ird  his   inamorata,  whom   I 

looked  upon  as  the  authois  of  rr.y  ir.if- 

(ortune;  when  Mifs,   who  was  not  at 

home  .1  niy  cham- 

1-   i  ;  and  !  lying  fhe  was  forry   for   th« 

•  .lien    Hi.-, 

if  I  iufpetftd  any  btdy  to  bs  list- 
• 
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fin.     Upon  which  I  fixed  my  eyes  fted- 
fattly  upon  her,  and  anfwered,  '  Yes.' 
She  difcovered  no  fymptom  of  confu- 
fion;    but  replied  haftily,  c  If   that  be 
c  the  cafe,  why  don't  you  take  out  a 
'  warrant  to  have  him  apprehended?  it 
«  will   coft  but  a   trifle  j    if  you   have 
'  no   money,     I'll    lend    you.'     This 
franknefs  r.ot  only  cured  me  of  my  fu- 
fpicion   with  refpeft  to  her,  but  even 
llaggered  my  belief  with  regard  to  the 
captain;  of   whofe  guilt  I  refolved   to 
have  farther  proof,  before  I  fljould  en- 
terprize  any  thing  in   the  way  of  re- 
venge.    I  thanked  her  kindly  for  her 
generous  offer,   which  however  I  had 
no  occaficn  to  accept,   being  determin- 
ed to  do  nothing  raihly:  for  though  I 
could  plainly  perceive  the  perfon  who 
attacked  me    to   be  a   foldier,  whofe 
face  I  thought  was  familiar  to  me,   I 
could  not  fwear  with  a  fafe  confcience 
to  any  particular  man;   and  granting 
I  could,  my  profecution  of  him  would 
not  much  avail.     This   uncertainty  I 
pretended,    left    the    captain,    hearing 
from  her   that  I  knew  the  perfon  who 
wounded    ir.e,    might  think  proper  to 
withdraw  b;i";e  I  could  be   in  a  con- 
dition to  requite  him.     fn  two  days  I 
was  up,  and  able  to  do  a  little  buiinefs, 
fo  that  Mr.  Lavement  made  fhift  to 
carry   on   his   practice   without  hiring 
another  journeyman  in  my  room.     The 
firft  thing  I  attempted  towards  a  cer- 
tain difcovcry  of  my  fee  ret  enemy,  was 
to    get    into    Odonnell's     apartment, 
while  he  was  abroad  in  an   undrefs, 
and  examine  his  fword,    the  point  of 
which  being  broke  off,   I  applied  the 
fragment  that  was  found   (licking  in 
my  body,   and  found  it  anfwered  the 
fractured  part  exactly.     There  was  no 
room  left  for  doubt;  and  all  that  re- 
mained, was  to  fix  upon  a  fcheme  of 
revenge,  which  ahrrott  folely  engrofled 
my  thoughts,  during  the  fpace  of  eight 
nights  and   days.     Sometimes    I   was 
temp'ed  to  fall  upon  him  in  the  fame 
niannef  as  he  had  pra£liied  upon  me, 
and  kill  him  out-right.     But  this  affault 
my  honour  oppofed  as  a  piece  of  bar- 
barous .cowardice,    in   which  he  was 
not  to  be  imitated.     At  other  times,   I 
entertained  thoughts  of  demanding  fa- 
tibf.iclion  in    m    honourable  way;    but 
.verted  from  this  undertaking  by 
confuiering  the  uncertainty  of  the  event, 
and  the   nature  of  the  injury  he  had 
done  me,  which  did  not  entitle  him  to 


fuch  eafy  terms.  At  1  aft  I  determined 
to  purfue  a  middle  courfe ;  and  actu- 
ally put  my  defign  in  execution  after 
this  manner.  .  Having  fecured  the  af- 
fiftance  of  Strap  and  two  of  his  ac- 
quaintance whom  he  could  depend 
upon,  we  provided  ourfclves  with  dif- 
guifes,  and  I  caufed  the  following  let- 
ter to  be  delivered  to  him  by  one  of 
our  afTociates  in  livery,  one  Sunday 
evening. 


'    SIR, 

'  T  F  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from" 
*•  '  appearance,  it  will  not  be  ilifa- 
greeable  to  you  to  hear  that  my  huf- 
band  is  gone  to  Bigfhot  to  vif.t  a  pa- 
tient, and  will  not  return  till  to- 
morrow night;  fo  that  if  you  have 
any  thing  to  propofe  me,  (as  your 
behaviour  on  many  occafions  has 
feemed  to  infmuate)  you  will  do  well 
to  embrace  the  prefent  opportunity 
of  feeing  '  Yqur,  &c." 

This  letter  was  figned  with  the  name 
of  an  apothecary's  wife  who  livd  in 
Chillea,  of  whom  I  had  heard  Odon- 
nell  was  an  admirer.  Every  thing  fuc- 
ceeded  to  our  wiih.  The  Amorous 
hen,  haliened  towards  the  place  of  af- 
fignation;  and  was  encountered  by  us 
in  the  very  place  where  he  had  aflaulted 
me.  We  ruihed  upon  him  all  at 
once,  fecured  his  fword,  ftript  off  his 
cloaths,  even  to  the  ikin,  which  we 
fcourged  with  ne-ttles  till  he  was  blif- 
tered  from  head  to  foot,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  eloquence  of  his  tears  and 
fupplicatious.  When  I  was  fatisfieii 
with  the  (Iripes  I  had  beftowed,  we 
carried  off  his  cloaths,  which  we  hid 
in  a  hedge  near  the  place,  and  left  him 
frark-naked,  to  find  his  way  home  in 
the  bed  manner  he  could,  while  I  took 
care  to  be  there  before  him.  I  after- 
wards underftood,  that  in  his  way  tj 
the  lodgings  of  a  friend,  who  lived  in 
the  fkirts  of  the  'town,  he  was  picked 
up  by  the  watch,  who  carried  him  to 
the  round  houfe,  from  whence  he  fent 
for  cloaths  to  his  lodgings;  and  next 
morning  arrived  at  the  door  in  a  chair, 
wrapt  up  in  a  blanket  he  had  borrow- 
ed; for  his  body  was  fo  fore  and 
jwelled,  that  he  could  not  bear  to  be 
confined  in  his  wearing-apparel.  He 
was  treated  with  the  tit  in  oft  tendcrnefs 

by 
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by  my  miftnfs  nml  her  daughter,'  who 
, 

'.snce  of  him;  bvit  Lavement  hirn- 


.r  cxpre-dmg   his 
..ins,   wliile 
lie  oi. 

'f,    nobody 

i.iubt   my    ;  !•,,   when    I 

rttmity  of  feeing 
Jteil   on  t'ne  body  of 
v,   by  the  ulreis  of  which 
In  i-ii  t!a-  c:m'.V;    :md  iiuh-ed  I  not 
.1  i  lie  fatisfiiclion  of  having 
flcad  him  ;i!ive,  but  another  alib  which 
1  had  not  f'md'cen.     T\*.c  ftory  of  his 
:  '.-*•(]  and  fti  ipt  in  1'uch  a  place, 

been  infertcd  in  the  news,  gave 
n    to    thofe    who  found  his 
cl»aths    next    day,    whither    to    bring 
them;    r.nd  'accordingly    he    retrieved 
every  tiling  he  had  lolt,   except  a  few 
letters,  am^ng  which  was   that  which 
J  had  v-'iit  to  him    in   the  name  of  the 
apothecary's  wife.    This  and  the  others, 
which  it  feems  were  all  on   the  fub- 
jeft  of  love,    (for  this  Hibernian  hero 
was  one  cf  thofe  people  who  are  called 
fortune-hunters)  fell  into  the  hands  of 
a  certain  female  author,  famous  for  the 
fcandal  (he  1m  publilhed;  who,  after 
having   embelJifhed    them    with  fome 
ornaments  <>t  lu-r  own  invention,   gave 
tlirm  to  the  t<  \vn  in  print.     1  was  very 
much    fnocked    on    reflecting,     that    I 
•  poflib'y  bs  the  occafion  of  a  whole 
family's    nnhappintfl   on    account    of 
the  letter  I  iiad  written;  but  was  eafed 
of  that  apprehenfion,   when  I  under- 
ftood  that  the  Chelfca  apothecary  had 
commenced  a  law-fuit  againft  the  prin- 
ter for  (!ef;<ni:iti(;n;    and   locked  upon 
the   whole  as  a  piece  of  forgery  com- 
ir.itted  by  t!ie  author,    who  hid  difap- 
•'.     But  wh.'.tevcr  might  be  his 
opinion  of  the  matter,  our  two  ladies 
fterv.ed  to  entertain  a  different  idea  of 
it:    for,    as   foon  as  the  pamphlet  ap- 
peared,   I  could  perceive  their  care  of 
patient  confiderably  dimmim,  un- 
til at  lalt  it  ended  in  total  neglect.     It 
was  jmpoflible   lor  him  to  he  ignorant 
of  this  change,  any  more  than  of  the 
occafion  of   it;    but  as   he  was  confci- 
ous  to  himfelf  of  having  defervtd  worfe 
than  contempt  ;it  their  hands,   he  was 
glad  to  come  off  fo  cheaply,  and  con- 
to'.trd   himlLlf  with   mutiering   curies 
and  threats  ngninO  the  apothecary;  who, 
as  he  mintjined,   lutvii  ^  i;->i  jti    . 
of  t!:-j  :!pfc:ii:mcjit  .. 


7' 

taken  revenge  of  him  in  the  manner 
defcrili 

a  new  fcarf  iVm,  his  cl: 
comr  f>  notorious  ilint  h? 
high  lime  for  him.  to  ii  1  his 

relrei't  :  :ned    in     one     : 

without    heat    of    ilium,    :ii: 
robbed  his  own  fervant  of  every  thing 
that  belonged  to  him,  except  the  c 
he  !::nl  on  his  back.     A  few  days  after 
he    di;  Mr.  Lavement,    for 

his  own  ucurhy,  took  into  cuftody  a 
large  old  trunk  which  he  had  left; 
and  as  it  was  very  i  <e  n<* 

qiieflion  that  the  contents  were  f'ufKci- 
ent  to  indemnify  him  for  what  Odon- 
neli  owed  in  lodging.  But  a  month 
being  elapfed  without  hearing  any 
tidings  oi  this  adventurer,,  and  my 
mafter  being  impatient  to  knew  what 
the  trunk  contained,  he  ordered  me  t» 
break  it  open,  in  his  prefeucej  which 
taflc  I  performed  with  the  peftle  of  our 
great  mouar ;  and  discovered,  to  his 
inexprefiible  alionimment  and  mortifi- 
cation, a  heap  of  (tones. 

About  this  time,  my  friend  Strap  in- 
formed me  of  an  offer  he  had  to  go  a- 
broad  with  a  gentleman  in  quality  of 
valet  de  chambre;  and  at  the  lame  time 
afti red  me,  that  whatever  advantage 
.he  might  propofe  to  himfclf  from  this 
profpecl,  he  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  parting  from  me;  fo  much  was  he 
attached  to  my  fortune.  In  (pile  of 
all  the  obligations  I  owed  to  this  poor 
honed  fellow,  ingratitude  is  fo  natural 
to  the  heart  of  man,  that  I  began  to  be 
tired  of  his  acquaintance;  and  now 
that  I  had  contracted  oth^r  fricndmips 
which  appeared  more  creditable, 
even  afhamcd  to  fee  a  journeyman  bar- 
ber enquiring  after  me  with  the  fami- 
liarity of  a  companion.  I  therefore, 
on  pretence  of  confulting  hiswelfaie, 
infilled  upon  his  accepting  the  propo- 
f;i!,  which  he  at  lalt  determined  to  em- 
brace with  great  reluctance,  and  in  a 
fiw  days  took  his  leave  of  me,  (hed- 
ding  a  flood  of  tears,  which  I  could 
not  behold  without  emotion.  I  novr 
began  to  look  upon  qiyfdf  asa  gentle- 
man in  reality;  le.unal  to  dance  of  a 
Frenchman  whom  1  had  cured  of  a 
fafliionable  diltemper;  fieq 
during  the  holidays;  became  the 
of  an  alehoufe,  whsie  •„ 
referred  to  my  decifion;  and  at  length 
contracted  an  acquaintance  with  a 
young  lady,  who  found  iru 
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a  conqueft  of  my  heart,  and  upon  whom 
I  prevailed,  after  much  attendance  and 
Solicitation,  to  give  ine  a  promife.  of 
marriage.  As  this  beautiful  creature 
patted  for  a  rich  heirefs,  I  blefled  my 
good  fortune,  and  was  actually  on  the 
point  of  crowning  all  my  wifh.es  by  ma- 
trimony; when  one  morning',  I  went 
to  her  lodgings,  and  her  maid  being 
abroad,  took  the  privilege  of  a  bride- 
groom to  enter  her  chamber,  where  to 
my  utter  conhifion  I  found  her  in  bed 
•with  a  man.  Heaven  gave  me  patience 
and  prefence  of  mind  enough  to  with- 
draw immediately,  and  I  thanked  my 
ftars  a  thoufatid  times  for  the  happy 
difcovery,  by  which  1  refolved  to  pro- 
fit fo  much,  as  to  abandon  all  thoughts 
of  marriage  for  the  future. 


CHAP.     XXL 

•  QUIRE   GAWKY  COMES    TO    LODf7E 

WITH  MY  MASTER. 1  S  IN  VOL  V  I:  D' 

IN  ATROUBLESOME  AFFAIR, OUT 
OF  WHICH  HE  IS  EXTRICATED  BY 

ME HE    MARRIES   MY    MASTER'S 

DAUGHTER — THEY   CONSPIRE  A- 

GAINST  ME 1  AMFOUNDGUILTY 

OF  THEFT — DISCHARGED — DE- 
SERTED BY  MY  FRIENDS — I  HIRE 
AROOMINST.  GILES'S,  WHERE, 
BY  ACCIDENT,  I  FIND  THE  LADY 
TO  WHO'M  I  MADE  MY  ADDRES- 
IES,  IN  AMISERAELE  CONDITION 
—I  RELIEVE  HER. 

'HILE  I  enjoyed  myfelf  at 
large  in  this  temper  of  mind, 
Mr.  Lavement  let  his  fir  ft  floor  to  my 
countryman  and  acquaintance,  Squire 
Gawky,  who  by  this  time  had  got  a 
lieutenancy  in  the  army,  and  fuch  a 
martial  ferocity  in  his  appearance,  that 
1  was  afraid  he  would  remember  what 
had  happened  between  us  in  Scotland, 
and  atone  for  his  breach  of  appoint- 
ment then,  by  his  punctuality  now; 
but  whether  he  had  actually  forgot  me, 
or  was  willing  to  make  me  believe  fo, 
he  betrayed  not  the  lead  fymptom  of 
jecognition  at  fight  of  me,  and  I  re- 
mained quite  cured  of  my  apprehen- 
fion;  though  I  had  occafion  riot  long 
after  to  be  convinced,  that  howfoever 
fcis  externals  might  be  altered,  he  was 
at  bottom  the  fame  individual  Gawky 
whom  I  have  already  defcribed.  For, 
toj»wg  home  late  one  night  from  th» 


houfe  of  a  patient,  I  heard  *  noift  in 
the  ftreet,  and  as  I  approached,  per- 
ceived two  gentlemen  in  cuttody of  thre* 
watchmen.  The  prifoners,  who  were 
miferably  disfigur  d  with  dirt,  com- 
plained bitterly  of  the  lofs  of  their  hati 
and  wigs;  and  one  of  ihem,  whotn  by 
his  tongue  I  knew  to  he  a  Scotchman, 
lamented  moft  piteoufly,  offering  a 
guinea  for  his  liberty,  which  the  watch- 
man refufcJ,  alledging,  that  one  of  his 
companions  was  wo'unded  grievoufly, 
and  that  he  mu(t  iland  to  the  confe- 
quence.  My  prejudice  in  favour  of 
my  native  country  was  fo  ftrong,  that  I 
could  not  bear  to  lee  any  body  belonging 
to  it  in  diftiefs;  and  therefore,  with  one 
l>!o%v  of  my  faithful  cudgel,  knocked 
down  the  watchman  who  had  hold  of 
the  perlbn  for  whom  I  was  chiefly  con- 
cerned. He  was  no  fooner  dilcngaged, 
than  he  betook  himfelf  to  his  heels,  and 
Itft  me  to  maintain  the  difpute  ns  I 
mould  think  proper:  and  indeed  I  came 
off  but  j'curvily;  for,  before  I  couid 
avail  myfelf  or  my  fpeed,  I  iccciveda 
blow  on  the  eye  from  one  of  the  other 
two,  that  had  well  nigh  deprived  me 
of  the  ufe  of  that  organ 5  however,  I 
made  fhift  to  get  hcme,  where  I  was 
informed  of  Captain  Gawky's  being 
robbed  and  abufed  by  a  company  of 
footpads;  and  was  ordered  by  my 
mafter  to  prepare  an  emollient  glylter 
and  paregorick  draught,  in  order  to 
allay  and  compofe  the  fermr;nt  of  his 
fpirils,  occasioned  by  the  barbarous 
treatment  he  had  undergone,  while  he 
took  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  him 
immediately.  When  I  enquired  into 
the  particulars  of  this  adventure,  ami 
underftood  by  the  fervant  that  he  came 
in  juft  before  me,  without  hat  and  wig, 
I  made  no  fcruple  of  believing  him  to 
be  the  perfon  I  had  releafed,  and  wat 
confirmed  in  my  belief  upon  hearing 
his  voice,  to  which  before  that  event 
I  had  been  fo  long  a  Granger.  My 
eye  being  considerably  fwelled  and  in- 
flamed, I  could  not  reflect  upon  my 
enterprize  without  curfing  my  own 
folly,  and  even  refolving  to  declare  the 
truth  of  the  whole  ftory,  in  order  to 
be  revenged  on  the  cowardly  wreich 
for  whom  I  had  fuffered.  According- 
ly, next  day,  after  he  had  told,  in 
piefence  of  my  mafter,  his  wife  and 
daughter,  who  came  to  vifit  him,  a 
thoufand  lyes  concerning  the  prowefs 
he  had  /hewn  in  making  his  d'cape,  I 
ventured 
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nturfd  to  explain   the   m , 

'• 

. 

nfwrr   on*'  wordj    aiul  the  < 
the    coir.jrmy    lt.:c,l    'it    one    an.nhiij 
till  ;it  length  inv   inirlrefs  jrprinundi-d 
•  .r    ir.y    iir  .viour,    and 

threatened  to  (in  ; 

fumption.     U;on\\'t,  .hav- 

ing recolltcVil  himfelfj    <r 

miL,!n  h.ve  nnlbkcn 
jknotner  peiTon  k>r  him,  he  could  (<n- 
g:vc  his  inlitnr 

.   have   l\i  fit  red   i 

civility;  hut  adviled  me  to  be  more 
>nje£lures  for  the  fu- 
ture, before  I  ventured  to  publilh  them 
to  tile  prejudice  of  any  man.  Mil's 
applauded  the  captain's  generality  in 
pardoning  one  who  Irui  10  villainoufly 
afperl'ed  him,  and  I  began  to  imagine 
IHT  pi  -ot  at  all  difintereited. 

But  the  apothecary,  who  perhaps  had 
more  penetration,  or  lefs  partiality  than 
his  wife  and  Daughter,  differed  from 
them  in  his  fentiments  of  the  matter, 
and  expreffeil  l.imlelf  to  me  in  the  mop 
in  this  manner:  '  Ah,  mon  pauvre  Ro- 
'  deriqiu!  you  ave  more  of  tie  veraci'i 
'  dan  of  de  prudence,  hot  mine  vife 
:iab!ement  frge,  ai'il 
-.1'.  le  opitaintf  iin  fanfaron,  par- 
"  This  eulogium  on  Ins  wife 
itul  daughter,  though  I  poke  n  ironical- 
ly by  him,  was  neiertheisfs  literally 
jr.it}  by  tlponfiiifj  the  caule  of  G:iw- 
kv,  the  one  oblige;!  a  valuable  loilger, 
and  the  other  acquired  a  hufband  at 
a  juncture  when  one  was  abfolutely 
n^ciirty;  for  ;•  •  Aiding 

the  .  L  with 

Odonnell  becorni. 

every  day,  iniinu  •  fully 

in'O    tile  afT'.:c:\iofi    of    thi.,    • 
that  in  lels  than  a  formight,  on  pre- 
tence   of  g''i"g  to  a   pl'iy,   they  drove 
away  together  to  '  \vhere  they 

were    coup!     ,  thence    removed 

e  was 
.• 

,   where  ihty  afkcd    !.. 
t'irr's  and  mot  he  i  T!ie  j>ni- 

•  fiit  paients,    notwithfta-ndipg  the  pre- 
,.•!!    v.  n!i    ;s  !ii.  :: 
I    on,    did    nil  think  fit  to  • 
' 

w:is  lie'          p          ,!  to    fiml  l.'i   (Jaiigfi. 
tcr  u;,i;i:v.!  ta  a  yuunj  nun  of'  :•. 


wl.o  li.ul  hot   mrndonrd    t« 

lull    .. 

dowi    . 

. 

3  I'ps    upo:: 

without    IVIf  erji  ynicnt   at  this 
when  I  reflr<;led  upon  the  revenge  1  had 
unwittingly  taken  upon  my  enemy,    in 
mis.il  'ickoldby  anticipation. 

But  I  little  dreamed  what  a   Itorm  of 
mildiiif     was    biewing    againit 
\vhiiit  I  tl;us  indulged  myfclf.     What- 
i.uvky   put  on    the  matter, 
my  <Jiu>,vnv<f  the  adventure  before 

',    and    the  reproaches   I   venrtj 

.!  hin,  had  Hung  him  to  the  foul, 
•  >!s  of  enmity  i'u 

ftrongly  in  his  breaft,  that  he,  it  feems, 
i\mparted  his  indignation  to  his  wife, 
who  being  as  ddirotis  as  himfelf  to 
compafs  the  ruin  of  one  tint  had  not 
only  flighted  her  cartfles,  but  was  able 
on  any  occafion  to  difcover  particulars 
not  at  all  advantageous  to  her  charac- 
ter, readily  joined  in  a  con/piracy  a- 
gaintt  me,  which,  had  it  taken  effifl 
as  they  expected,  would  infallibly  hav« 
brought  me  to  an  ignominious  death. 

My  matter  hnviiig  fcvua!  time* 
milled  large  quantities  of  medicines  of 
which  1  could  give  no  account,  at  laft 
Joft  all  patience,  and  in  plain  term* 
taxed  me  with  having  embezzled  tlxtn 
for  my  own  uie.  As  I  could  only  op- 
pofe  my  fingle  afleveratioti  to  his  lufjii- 
cion,  lie  told  me  one  day, 
'  your  vord  not  be  give  me  Je  farisf-.'.c- 
'  tionj  me  find  neceflaire  to  clureher 

my    medicine:    pardonnez    ir,o5; 
'   i!    l.tiit  ch'.Tcher.'     Then   raifii: 
voice,  to  conceal  the  fright  he  \ 
left  1  flii-uid  inrike  any  oppofition,    he 
went  on:   «   Oui,  foutre,  I   charge  you 

t!sf  of  your  co.. 
'  li,   nioi  qui  vou>  uarie/     I  w  , 
with   I  UT.fmcnt  : 

at  this   acculatioi!,     tliat    I   burft  into 

which  he  t"i'k  f  >ra  fign  of  guilt; 
and  pullms;  out  my   key,  told   him  he 

he  would  not  find  it  ib  e  . 

injury  ifu 

:  fiom  Ins  anjuk  luiuicion. 
I  up  to  my 

;  a  rni- 
ii- us   vtrn.ns, 
'   nov- 

. 
• 

pro- 


74 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


pronounced,  '  Ah,  ha!  vous  etes  bien 

*  venus — Mardie,  Monf.    Roderique, 
'  you   be  fort    innocent.'     I  had  not 
power  to  utter  one   word  in  my  own 
vindication,  but  flood  motiofllefs  and 
filent,  while  every  body  prefent  made 
their  refpecYive  remarks  on  what  ap- 
peared ag-iinft  me.     The  fervants  faid 
they   were    forry    for   my   misfortune, 
and   '.T'ent    away,    repeating,     '  V/ho 
'  would  have  thought  it!'  My  miftrefs 
took  occafion,  from  this  dete&ion,  to 
rail  againft  the  practice  of  employing 
fit-angers  in  general;  and  Mrs. Gawky", 
after  having  obferved  that  fhe  never  had 
a  good  opinion  of    my  fidelity,   pro- 
pofed  to  have  me   carried    before   the 
jurHce  and  committed  to  Newgate  im- 
mediately.    Her  bufband  was  actually 
upon  the  (lairs  in  his  way  for  a  con- 
ftable,  when  Mr.  Lavement,  knowing 
the  coft  and  trouble  of  a  profecution  to 
which  he  rnuft  bind  himfelf,  and  at  the 
fame  time  dreading  left  Come  parti ai- 
]ars  of  my  confeffion  might  arFeft  his 
practice,  called  out,  '  Reftez,  mon  fils! 

reftez!  it  be  veritablement  one  grand 
crime  which  dis  pauvre  diable  have 
committed;    hot    peutetre    de    good 
God  give  him  de  penitence,   and  me 
vill   not  have   upon    mine   head    de 
blood  of  one  finner.'     The  captain 
and  his  lady  ufed   all  the  chriftian  ar- 
guments their  zeal  could    fuggeft,    to 
prevail  on  the  apothecary  to  purfue  me 
to  deftruftion;    and  reprefented  the  in- 
juftice  he  did  to   the  community,    of 
which  he  was  a  member,  in  letting  a 
villain  efcape,  who  would  not   fail  of 
doing  more  mifchief  in  the  world,  when 
he  fhould  reflect  on  his  coming  oft'  fb 
eafily  now:  but  their  eloquence  made 
no  impreffion  on  my  matter,  who  turn- 
ing to  me,  faid,  l  Go,  miferable,  go 

•  from  mine  houfe,    quick,    quick— 
'  and  make  reparation  for  ypur  mau- 
'  vaife  actions.'     By  this  time  my  in- 
dignation had  rouzed  me  from  the  flu- 
pefa&ion  in   which   I  had  hitherto  re- 
inained;  and  I  began  in  this  manner: 

Sir,  appearances,  I  own,  condemn 
me;  but  you  are  impofed  upon  as 
much  as  I  am  abufetl.  I  have 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  rancour  of 
that  fcoundrel,'  pointing  to  Gavv- 
cy,  '  who  has  found  means  to  convey 
your  goods  hither,  that  the  detection 
of  them  might  blaft  my  reputation, 
and  accomplilh  my  deftruilion.  His 
hatred  to  me  It  owing  to  a  confciouf- 


nefs  of  his  having  wronged  me  IB 
my  own  country;  for  which  injury 
he  in  a  cow.,.!>y  manner  itfufed  me 
the  fatisfaftipn  of  a  gentleman;  he 
knows,  moreover,  that  I  am  no 
ftnnger  to  his  daftardly  behaviour  in 
this  town,  which  I  have  recounted 
before;  and  he  is  unwilling  that 
fuch  a  teftimony  of  his  ingratitude 
and  pufiilanimity  fliould  live  upon 
the  earth;  for  this  reafon  he  is  guilty 
of  the  mofr  infernal  malice  to  bring 
about  my  ruin. — And  I  am  afraid, 
Madam,'  turning  to  Mrs.  Gawky, 
you  have  too  eafily  entered  into 
the  fentiments  of  your  hufband.  I 
have  often  found  you  my  enemy;  and 
am  well  acquainted  with  the  occafion 
of  your  being  fo,  which  I  don't  at 
prefent  think  proper  to  declare;  but 
I  would  not  advife  you,  for  your 
own  fake,  to  drive  me  to  extremity.' 
This  addrefs  enraged  her  fo  much,  that 
with  a  face  as  red  as  fcarlet,  and  the 
eyes  of  a  fury,  (lie  ftrutted  up  to  me, 
and  putting  her  hands  on  her  fides, 
fpit  in  my  face;  faying,  I  was  a  fcan- 
dalous  villain,  but  (lie  defied  my  ma- 
lice; and  that  unlefs  her  papa  would 
prosecute  me  like  a  thief  as  I  was,  (ha 
would  not  May  another  night  under  his 
roof.  At  the  fame  time,  Gawky  af- 
f liming  a  big  look,  told  me,  he  fcorn- 
cd  what  lyes  I  could  invent  againft 
him;  but  that  if  I  pretended  to  afperfe 
his  wife,  he  would  put  me  to  death, 
by  G — d.  To  this  threat  I  anfwer- 
ed,  *  I  wifh  to  God  I  could  meet  with 
thee  in  a  defart,  that  I  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  puniflung  thee  for 
thy  peifidy  towards  me,  and  rid  the 
world  of  fuch  a  raical.  What  hin- 
ders me  this  momtnt,'  faid  I,  feizing 
an  old  bottle  that  itood  by,  '  from 
'  doing  myfelf  that  .  juftice?'  I  had 
no  fooner  armed  myfelf  in  this  manner, 
than  Gawky  and  his  father-in-law  re- 
tired in  fuch  a  hurry,  that  the  one  over- 
turned the  other,  and  they  rolled  to- 
gether  down  flairs;  while  my  mirtrefs 
fwooned  away  with  fear;  and  her 
daughter  afked  if  I  intended  to  murder 
her.  I  gave  her  to  underftand,  that 
nothing  was  farther  from  my  intention  ; 
that  I  would  leave  her  to  the  flings  of 
her  own  confcience;  but  was  firmly 
refolved  to  flit  her  Imfband's  nofe 
whenever  fortune  fhould  offer  a  con- 
venient opportunity.  Then  going 
down  ftairs,  I  met  Lavement  coming 

up, 
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xip,  trembling  with  the  peftie  in    his 

v  behind,  armed  with 

his  Iwnul,  pnrtin  I  de- 

i   having  affured 

.iwky 

.lain!     you 

•  killed  my  dear  wife.1     And  ilu:apo- 

•  I,    '  Ah,  ccquin!    veie  is 

— '    The    Ldy,'     did    I, 

«  is   above  Itaiis,  unhurt  by  me;    and 

«  will,  a  few  months  hence,  I  believe, 

•  reward  your  conccin.'     Here  fiie  (.ail- 
ed to  them,  and  deiired  they  wo-.ii  1  Kt 
the  wretch  go,   and  trouble  themlelves 

I>out  him.     To  which  re- 
queil  htr  father  confented,  obK: 

ilie'cfs,  tl'.at  u.y  runveriation  was 
-Jlerieufe.     Finding  it  imp<  (iihle 
to  vindicate  my   innocence,    I   le-ft   the 
houfe  immediately,    and   went  to    the 
fchoohnaltei,     with     an     ii 
dealing  myfclf  to  him,  and  afking  his 
advice  with  itgard.  to  my  future   cun- 
du5l;   but,   to  my  ioexpreflTible 
tion,    was    toid   he    was   pone   to   the 
country,   where  he  v.  ;  .vo  or 

i..\k.  I  p.ti:rrvl  with  a  defign  of 
iting  fome  acqu  lintance  I  h 
quired  in  my  ir.r.itei's  neighbourhood; 
bat  my  ftory  had  taken  air,  through 
the  officioufncfi  of  the  fervants,  and 
not  one  of  my  friends  would  vouchfafe 
me  a  hearing.  Thus  I  found  myfeir, 
by  the  iniquity  of  mankind,  in  a  much 
more  deplorable  condition  than  ever: 
for  though  I  had  been  formerly  as 
poor,  my  reputation  was  without  ble- 
milh,  and  my  health  unimpaired  till 
now;  but  at  preJent  my  good  name 
was  loft,  my  money  gone,  my  friends 
were  alienated,  my  body  infciled  by 
a  diitemper  contracled  in  the  com  fa  of 
an  armour;  and  my  faithful  Strap,  who 
alone  could  yield  me  pity  and  aliiit.ince, 
abfent  I  knew  not  where. 

The  fult  relblution  I  could  take  in 
this  melancholy  conjuncture,  w::s  to 
remove  my  cloaths  to  the  honi'-  of  the 
perfon  with  whom  I  had  formerly 
lodged;  where  I  remained  two  days, 
in  hopes  of  getting  another  place,  by 
the  inttreft  of  Mr.  Concordance,  to 
whom  I  made  no  doubt  of  being  able 
to  vindicate  my  cb-ai after;  but  in  this 
fuppofition  I  reckoned  without  my  hoft, 
t,)i  lavement  took  care  to  be  before- 
hand with  me,  and  when  I  attemptej 
to  explain  the  whole  affair  to  the  fchool- 
injIUr,  I  found  him  fo  piepoflefled  a- 
g.. ii.il  me,  that  he  would  icaice  hear 
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me  to  an  end;  but  when  T  I. 

my  juliihci.iiop,   (hock  his  head,  and 

ng  with  his  ill.,  -i   t  >: 
'  — rl!1    laid,     '    lint 

.    I    am   vti 
Giould  hate  the  misfortune  ui  i/c,ng 

.ned  in  the  ulV.iir;  but.  , 

ie  cautious  fui 
I  will   null  no  man  : 
ward}   no,   not  my  hither  who  begat 
me,  nor  the  hi  other  that  lay  wi 
in    ivy      mother's     womb.     Should 
D:mie!  rife   from  the  dead,   I   v 
ihink  him  an  impolU  i ;  aiulj  wire  the 
!S    of,    truth    to  uuld 

.i's  veracity.1     J    to!.!    l.i.n 
that  tine  day,  it  wis  pofftble  he  might  l>c 
.ed  of  the  injury  I  I  ; 
.•tut  of    h. 

ir.uon.     To  which  mnark  he  ai 
ed,   the  proof  of   my  innocence  would 
make  his  li  <  <•,-.  witli  joy :  '  But 

till  that  fnall  h,;j>pen,'  continued  he, 
I   muft  beg  to  have  no  manner  of 
connection  with  you;  my  reputation  i* 
at  flake.     O  my  good  God!  I  fliall  be 
looked  upon  as  jour  accomplice  and 
abettor:    people    will    f.ty,  Jonathan 
Wild  was  but  a  type  of  me;  boys  will 
hoot  at  me  as  I    pafs  along;   and  the 
cinder- wenches  belch  foi  th  reproaches 
,i    in  a  gale  impregnated  with. 
I  flull  be  notorious;    the   very 
but  of  (lander,  and  cloaca  of  infamy.* 
I  was  not  in  an   humour  to   reliih    the 
climax  of  expreffions  upon  which  this 
gentleman   valued   himfelf    in    all  hie 
difcourfeg;  but   without  any  ceremony 
took  my  leave,  cut  fed  with  every  fen- 
timent  of  horror,    which  my  l.tuntion 
could  fuggelr.     I  cpofidercd,  1<  \viver, 
in  the  intervals  of  my  i  ,  that 

I  mult  in  (bme    fhape  fuit  my  ex  pence 
tu  my  calamitous   circumUantes;  and 
with  that  view  lured   an  apartment  in 
el  near  St.  Giles's  at  the  rate  of 
nine- pence  per  week.     In  this  place  I 
reioived  to  perform  my  own  cure,  hav- 
ing fiilt  pawned  three  (hirts  to  purchafii 
.aes    and   lupport    for  the  occa- 
fion. 

One  day  when  I  fat  in   this  fo!it:;ry 

retreat,    mufing  upon  the  unhappineit 

of  my  fate,  I  was  aUimed  by  a  groan 

that  iffued  from  a  chamber  contiguous 

to  mine,  into  which  I  i.:  Iji  ran, 

and  fo  on  a  mife- 

rable  truckle-bed,   w:  %ilible 

figns  of  life.  Having  applied  a  libelling. 

.j  lit*'  uufe>  the  biocd  bigm  (o 

ctriit 
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revifit.  her  c hecks,   and   (he'opened  her 
eyes 5     but,    good  Heaven!  what  were 
the  emotions  of  my  i'oul,  when  i   oif- 
covered  her  to  be  the  fame  individual 
lady  who  had  triumphed  over  my  heart, 
ar/d   to  whole  fate  I  had  alrnoit  been 
inseparably     joined!     Her     deplorable 
fiiuation  fiHed   my  bieaft  with  compaf- 
flon;   and  every  tender  idea  reviving  in 
my  imagin&tion,    I  flew  into  her  em- 
brace.    She  knew  me  immediately;  -and 
fb-aining  me  gently   in  her  arms,    fried 
q  torrent  of  tears,    which    1  could  not 
help  increafing:    at  length,    caftino-   a 
languishing  look  at  me,  (he  pronounced 
with  a  fteble  voice,  '  Bear  Mr.  Ran- 
dom,   I  do  not  deferve  this  concern 
at  your  hands.     I  am  a  vile  creature, 
who  had  a    bafe   dtlign    upon  your 
per  Ion — IVfter  me  to  expiate  that  and 
all  my  other  crimes   by  a  mi; 
death,  which  will  not  fail   to 
take  me  in  a  few  hours.'     I  encou- 
raged her  as  much  as  I  could,  told  her 
I  forgave  ail  her  intentions  with  i 
lo  mej    and  thnt  although  my  circurn- 
ftances  were  extremely   low,   I  would 
fhare  my  laft  farthing   with  her.     In 
the  mean  time,    begged   to  knc- 
immediate  caul'e  of  that  fit  from  which 
flie    had    juft    recovered,    r.nd    faid    I 
would  endeavour  by   my   Skill  to  pre- 
vent any  more  loth  attacks.   Shefeemed 
very  much  affected  with  this  expitfilon, 
took  my  hand,  and  prilled  it  to  her  lips, 
faying,    *  You    are    too   generous!     I 
«  wifn  I  could   live  to  exprefs  my  gra- 
*  titude—- but,  alas!  I  perifli  for  want.' 
Then  (hutting  her  eyes,    (he  relapfed 
into  another  i'woon.     Such  extremity 
of  diftrefs  muft  have  waked  the  mo(t 
obdurate  heart  to  fympathy  and  com- 
paflion:    what  efifeft  then   muft  it  have 
had  on  mine,  that  was  naturally  prone 
to  every  tender  paffion!    I  ran   down 
ftairs,    and  fent  my  landlady  to  a  chy- 
jiiilt's  fhop  for  fome  cinnamon  water, 
while  I,  returning  to  this  unfortunate 
creature's  chamber,   ufed  all  the  means 
in  my  power  to  bring  her  to  herlelf:  this 
aim  with  much  difficulty  I  accomplish- 
ed,  and  made  her  drink  a  glal's  of  the 
cordial  to  recruit  her  (pints;    then  I 
prepared  a  little  mulled  red  wine  and  a 
toaft,  which  having  taken,   ihe  found 
herfelf  thoroughly  revived,  and  inform- 
ed  me,    that   (he   had  not  taited   food 
for  eight  and  forty  hours  before.     As 
J  was  impatient  to  know  the  occalion 
and  nature  of  her  calamity,  (he  gave 


me  to  understand  that  (he  was  a  woman 
of  the  town    by  profefiion;  that  in  the 
courie  of    her  adventures,    fhe    found 
heiieif     dangeroufly    inftfted    with    a 
diitemper  to  whir!/ all  of   her  dais  are 
partictilaily  fubjVcl;    that    her  malady- 
gaining  ground  every  day,   fhe  became 
loathsome  to  herfelf,    and   ofFenfive  to 
otheis;   when    (he  refolvcd  to  retire  to 
Ibme  obfcure  corner,  where  (lie  might 
be  cured  with  as  little  noile  and  expence 
as    pufliblr;   that    (he   had   accordingly 
cho/'en  this  place  of  retreat,    and  put 
herltlf  into  the    hands   of   an    advcr- 
tifing  doc! or,  who  having  fleeced  her  of 
all  the  money  (he  had,  or  could  pro- 
cure, left  her  three  days  ago  in  a  \vorfe 
condition  th:-m    that  in  which  he  found 
her;    that,    except  the    cloaths  on   her 
b:uk,     (he   had  pawned  or    fold  every 
thing  that   belonged  to  her,    to  fatisfy 
that  rapacious    quack,     and  quiet  the 
clamour  of     her  landlady,    who  (till 
ptriiiied  in  her  threats  to  turn   her  out 
into  the  ftreet.     After  having  moralized 
upon  ihefe  particulars,  I  propofed  that 
(he  fhould  lodge  in  the  lame  room  with 
me,  an  expedient  that  world  fave  I'brr.e 
money;    and   .ofTured   her  1 
dertake  her  cure,  as  well  as  .my  own, 
during  which    (lie  fhonld  pamke  of'  all 
the  conveniences  that   I.  could    afford 
to  myfelf.  She  embraced  my  offer  with 
unfeigned  acknowledgment,   and  I  be- 
gan to  put  it  in  practice  immediately. 
1  found,  in  her,   not  only  an  agreeable 
companion,  whofe  converfation%reatly 
alleviated  my  chagrin;  but  alfo  a  care- 
ful  nurfe,  who  ferved   me  with  the  ut- 
molt  fidelity  and  aft'eclion.     One  day, 
while    I    teftified  my    furprize,  that  a 
woman  of  her  beauty,  good  fenfe,  and 
education,  (for  ihe  had  a  large  portion 
of  each)  could  be  reduced  to  fuch  an 
infamous  and  miserable  way  of  life  at 
that  of  a  proftitute;  fhe  anfwered  with 
a  figh,  '  Thefe  very   advantages  were 
1  the  caufe  of  my  undoing.'     This  re- 
markable reply  inflamed  my  curiofitjr 
to   Such  a  degree,   that  I   begged  (lie 
would  favour  me  with  the  particulars 
of  her  Story  j  and  (lie  complied  in  theft 
wordj. 

CHAP.     XXII. 
THE  HISTORY  OF  MISS  WILLIAMS. 

'   TV  /TV  father  was  an  eminent  mer- 

.LvJL  '  chant  in  the  city,  who  hay- 

'  ing,  in  th«  courf*  of  trade,  fuffeted 

*  very 


very  confidrrable  lofTrs,  retired  in  hii 

•f  with  his  wife  to  a  fnvill  eftate 
in  the  country,  which  he  had  piir- 

i  with  thr  remains  of  his  f  H  - 
tune.  At  that  time  I,  IK-'IIJ;  but  eight 

of  age,  was  Irft  in  town  for  the 
convenience  of  education,  boarded 
with  an  aunt,  who  w.is  a  ripid  jnrl'- 
,n,  .nul  who  confined  me  fo 
clofely  to  what  tt\e  called  the  clutus 
of  relipion,  that  in  time  I  grew 
weaiyof  her  doctrines,  and  by  de- 
grees conceived  an  aveifion  for  the 
good  books  (lie  daily  recommended 
to  my  perufal.  As  I  encreafed  in  age, 
and  appeared  with  a  perfon  not  dif- 

•l>le,  I  contracted  a  good  deal  of 
acquaintance  among  my  own  (tx; 
one  of  whom,  afier  having  lamented 
the  leltraint  I  w.is  under  from  the 
nrutownefs  of  my  aunt's  fentimentf , 
told  me  I  muft  now  throw  off  the  pre- 
jiuiices  of  opinion  inibibcd  under  her 
influence  and  example,  and  learn  to 
think  for  inyfclf ;  tor  which  purpole 
(Te  advifed  me  to  read  Shaftefbnry, 
Tindal,  Hobbfs,  and  all  the  books 
that  are  reimi  k'ible  for  theirdeviation 
from  the  old  way  of  thinking,  and  by 
comoai  ing  one  with  another,  I  mould 

!>e  able  to  form  a  fyitem  of  my 
own.  I  followed  her  advice:  a;.d 
whether  it  was  owing  to  my  prcpoi- 
feflion  agiinlt  what  I  had  formerly 
read,  or  the  clearnefs  of  argument 
in  thffe  my  new  inftrnflors,  I  know 
not  but  I  ihidi.-d  them  with  pleafure, 
and  in  n  fhort  tune  became  a  profef- 
fcd  free  thinker.  Proud  of  my  new 
improvement,  I  argued  in  all  com- 
panies, ami  tn:U  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
thut  I  foon  acquire^  the  reputation  of 
a  philofop'ner,  and  few  people  duilt 
uiulettake  me  in  a  difpute.  I  gie-.v 
vain  upon  my  good  fortune,  and  at 
length  pretended  to  make  my  aunt  a 
prolt-'lytr  to  my  opinion;  but  (he  no 
fooner  jwrrceivtd  my  drift,  than  taking 
the  alarm,  (he  wrote  to  my  father  an 
account  of  my  lier? fy,  and  conjured 
him,  as  he  tendeied  the  good  of  my 
foul,  to  icmove  me  immediately  from 
thedaugerous  place  where  I  had  con- 
tracted luch  fmful  principles.  Ac- 
cordingly, my  father  ordered  me  into 
the  country,  where  I  arrived  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  my  age:  and  by  his 
command  gave  him  a  detail  of  all  the 
articles  of  my  faith,  which  he  did  not 
find  fo  unreafunabie  as  they  had  btcn 
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4  reptefcnted.  Finding  myfelf  fu  1- 
'  dcnly  deprived  of  the  company  and 
'  pleafuret  of  the  town,  I  grew  me- 

*  lancholy,  and  it  w»t  fome  time  before 
4   I  could  relim  my  dtuation.     But  fo- 
'  litude  became  every  day    more    and 
4   more  familiar  to  me,  and  I  confoled 
'  myfelf  in  my  retreat  with  the  enjoy- 
1  ment  of  a  good  library,  at  fuch  timet 
1  as  were  not  employed  in  the  mannge- 
'  mcnt  of  the  family,    (for  my  mother 
'  had  been  dead  three  years)  in  vifiting, 
4  or  fome  other  party  of  jrural  diver- 
'  fmn.     Having  more  imagination  than 
'  judgment,     I    addicted    myfelf    too 
'  much  to  poetry  and   romance;    and 
4  in  (hort,    was  looked   upon  as  a  very 
'  extraordinary  perlbn   by  every  body 
'  in  the  country  where  I  refided.  I  had 
'  one  evening  ftrayed  with  a  book  in 
'  my  hind  into  a  wood  that  bordered 
'  on  the  high  road,   at  a  little  diftance 
4  from  my  father's  houfe;  whei>  a  cer- 
'  tain  drunken  fquiie  riding  by,   per- 
4  ceived    me,    and   crying,    "   Z— ds? 
44  what  a  charming  creature!"  alighted 

*  in  a  moment,  caught  me  in  his  arms, 
'  and    treated    me    fo    rudely,     that   I 
'  (hiiekedas  loud  as  I   could,   and  in 
'  the  mean  time  oppofed   his  violence 
'  with  all  the   ftrength   that  rage  and 
'  refentment    could    infpire.     During 
4  this  druggie,  another  horieman  came 

*  up,  who  feeing  a  lady  fo  unworthily 
'  ufcd,  difmounted,  and  flew  to  my  al- 
'  fillance.     My  ravimer,  mad  with  dif- 
4  appointment,    or  provoked  with   the 
'  reproaches  of    the  other  gentleman, 
'  quitted  me;  and,  running  to  his  hoi !,•, 
'  drew  a  piftol   from   the  fadi'.le,  a:ui 
4  fired   at  my  protector,   who  happllv 
1  receiving  no  damage,  went  up,  ar..l 
'   with  the  but-end  of  his  w!ii;>  laid  h  MI 
'  prortrate  on    the    giound    before    he 
'  conld  ule  the  odirr,   wliich  his  anta- 
'  gonift  immed'ntrly   feized,   and  clap- 
'  ping  to  the  fquire's  breaft,  threatened 
'   to  put  him  to  death  for  his  cowardice 
1  and   treachery.     In  this  dilemma,   I 
'   inurpofed  and  begged  his  life,  which 

*  was  granted  to  my   rtqiutt,    after  he 
'   li.id  aiklrd  pardon,    and  l\vore  his  in- 
'  tention  was  only   to   obtain    a   kills; 

*  however,  my  defender  thought  proper 
'  to  unload  the  other  pittol,  and  throwr 
"  away  the  flint*,  before  he  gave  him  his 
'  liberty.     This     courteous     ftrmger 

*  conducted  me  home,  where  my  f.nhtr 
'  having  teamed  the  (\ar.-\\  fcrvice  l.e 
'  had  done  me,  loaded  him  wilh  caref- 
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fes,  and  infifted  on  his  lodging  that 
night  at  our  houfe.  If  the  obliga- 
tion he  had  conferred  upon  me  juflly 
infpired  me  with  fentiments  of  grati- 
tude, his  appearance  and  converfa- 
tion  feemed  to  entitle  him  to  fome- 
what  more.  He  was  about  the  age 
of  two  and  twenty,  among  the  tailed 
of  the  middle  fi/e;  had  chefnut  co- 
loured hair,  which  he  wore  tied  up  in 
a  ribband;  a  high  polimed  forehead, 
a  nofe  inclining  to  the  aquiline,  lively 
blue  eyes,  red  pouting  lips,  teeth  as 
white  as  fnow,  and  a  certain  opennefs 
of  countenance— but  what  need  I 
defcribe  any  more  particulars  of  his 
perfon!  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the 
juftice  to  believe  I  do  not  flatter,  when 
I  fay  he  was  the  exa£t  refemblance 
of  you ;  and  if  I  had  not  been  well 
acquainted  with  his  family  and 
pedigree,  I  mould  have  made  no 
fcruple  of  concluding  that  you  was 
his  brother.  He  fpoke  little,  and 
feemed  to  have  no  referve,  for  what 
he  faid  was  ingenuous,  fenfible,  and 
uncommon.  In  fhort,'  faid  (he,  burft- 
ng  into  tears,  '  he  was  formed  for  the 
ruin  of  our  fex.  His  behaviour  was 
modeft  and  refpe&ful,  but  his  looks 
were  fofignificant,  that  I  could  eafily 
obferve,  he  fecretly  blefted  the  occa- 
fton  that  introduced  him  to  my  ac- 
quaintance. We  learned  from  his 
difcourfe  that  he  was  the  eldeft  fon 
of  a  wealthy  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  whofe  name  we  were 
no  ftrangers;  that  he  had  been  to 
vifit  an  acquaintance  in  the  country, 
from  whofe  houfe  he  was  returning 
home,  when  my  mrieks  brought  him 
to  my  refcue.  All  night  long  my 
imagination  formed  a  thoufand  ridi- 
culous expectations:  there  was  fo 
much  of  knight-errantry  in  this  gen- 
tleman's coming  to  the  relief  of  a 
damfel  in  diftrefs.  with  whom  he  im- 
mediately became  enamoured,  that 
all  I  had  read  of  love  and  chivalry 
recurred  to  my  fancy,  and  I  looked 
upon  myfelf  as  a  princefs  in  fome 
region  of  romance,  who  being  deli- 
veredfrom  the  power  of  abruta!  giant 
or  fatyr  by  a  generous  Oroondates, 
was  bound  in  gratitude,  as  well  as 
led  by  inclination,  to  yield  up  my 
affections  to  him  without  referve.  In 
vain  did  I  endeavour  to  chaftife  theie 
foolifli  conceits,  by  reflections  more 
reafonable  and  i'evere;  the  amufing 


images  took  full  pofleffion  of  my 
mind,  and  my  dreams  reprefenled  rny 
hero  fighing  at  my  feet  in  the  lan- 
guage of  a  defpairing  lover.  Next 
morning  after  breakfaft  he  took  his 
leave,  when  my  father  begged  the 
favour  of  farther  acquaintance  with 
himj  to  which  FCqueft  he  replied  by 
a  compliment  to  him,  and  a  look  to 
me  fo  full  of  eloquence  and  tender- 
nefs,  that  my  whole  foul  received  the 
foft  imprefiion.  In  a  fliort  time  he 
repeated  his  vifit;  and  as  a  recital  of 
the  particular  fteps  he  purfued  to  ruin 
me  would  be  too  tedious  and  imper- 
tinent, let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  he  made 
it  his  bufinefs  to  infmuate  himfelf 
into  my  efteem,  by  convincing  me 
of  his  own  good  fenfe,  and  at  the 
fame  time  flattering  my  underftand- 
ing:  this  tafk  he  performed  in  the 
moft  artful  manner,  by  feeming  to 
contradict  me  often  through  mifap- 
prehenfion,  that  I  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  clearing  myfelf  the 
more  to  my  own  honour.  Having 
thus  fecured  my  good  opinion,  he 
began  to  give  me  Ibme  tokens  of  a 
particular  paflion  founded  on  a  vene- 
ration for  the  qualities  of  my  mind, 
and  as  an  accidental  ornament,  ad- 
mired the  beauties  of  my  perfon; 
till  at  length,  bdng  fully  perfuaded 
of  his  conqueft,  he  chofe  a  proper 
ftafon  for  the  theme,  and  difcloled 
his  love  in  terms  fo  ardent  and  fin- 
cere,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
to  difguife  the  fentiments  of  my  heart, 
and  he  received  my  approbation  with 
the  moft  lively  tranfport.  After  this 
mutual  declaration,  we  contrived  to 
meet  more  frequently,  in  private  in- 
terviews, where  we  enjoyed  the  con- 
verfation  of  one  another,  in  all  the 
elevation  of  fancy,  and  impatience  of 
hope,  that  reciprocal  adoration  can 
infpiie.  He  profefftd  his  honour- 
able intentions,  of  which  I  made  no 
queftion,  lamented  the  avaricious 
diipofition  of  his  father,  who  had 
deftined  him  for  the  arms  of  ano- 
ther, and  vowed  eternal  fidelity  with 
fuch  an  appearance  of  candour  and 
devotion,  that  I  became  a  dupe  to 
his  deceit,  and  in  an  evil  hour  crown- 
ed his  eager  defire  with  full  poffel- 
fion.  Curfed  be  the  day  on  which 
I  gave  away  my  innocence  and  peace 
for  a  momentary  gratification,  which 
has  entailed  upon  me  fuch  mifery  and 
«  horror! 
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horror!  curled  be  my  beauty,  that 
1  tirlt  attracted  the  attention  of  the 

leducer!  curfed  be  my  education, 
'  th.it,  by  icfining  my  fcntiments,  made 

•  my  heart  the  more  fufceptible1.  curled 
'  be  my  good  fenfe,  that  fixed  me  to  one 
'  object,  and  taught  me  the  preference 
'   I  enjoyed  was  but   my  due!    Had  I 

•  been  ugly,  nobody  would  have  ii-ni|  t- 

•  ed    me;    had    I    been   ignorant,    the 

•  charms  of  my  perfon  would  not  have 
'  atoned  for  the  coarfenefs  of  my  con- 
'  verfation;    had    I   been    giddy,    my 

•  yanity  would  have  divided  my  incli- 

•  nations,   and  my   ideas  would  have 
«  been  fodiffu fed,  that  I  mould  never 
'  have  liltened  to  the  enchantments  of 
'  one  alone! 

'  But  to  return  to  my  unfortunate 
'  ftory:  we  gave  a  loofe  to  guilty  plca- 
'  fure,  which  for  fome  months  banilh- 
'  ed  every  other  concern.  At  la  It,  by 
'  degrees,  his  vifits  became  lefs  fre- 
'  quent,  and  his  behaviour  lefs  warm; 
'  I  perceived  his  coldnefs,  my  heart 
'  took  the  alarm,  my  tears  reproached 
'  him,  and  I  infilled  upon  the  per- 
«  formance  of  his  promife  to  efpoufe 
'  mej  that,  whatever  fhould  happen, 
'  my  reputation  might  be  fafe.  He 
'  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  my  propofa], 
«  and  left  me  on  pretence  of  finding  a 
'  proper  clergyman  to  unite  us  in  the 
'  bands  of  wdlock.  But,  alas!  the 
'  inconftant  had  no  intention  to  re- 

*  turn.     I  waited  a  whole  week  with 
*'  the    utmoft    impatience;    fometimes 

«  doubting  his  honour,  at  other  times 

*  inventing  excufes  for  him,   and  con- 
'  demning  myfelf  for  harbouring  the 
«  lealt    fulpicion    of    his    faith.     At 
'  length,  I  underftood  from  a  gentle- 

*  man  who  dined  at  our  houle,   that 
'  this  perfidious   wretch   was    on   the 
«  point  of  letting  out  for  London  with 
'  his  bride,   to  buy  cloaths  for   their 
'  approaching  nuptials.     This  infor- 

*  mation  diftracted  me!   the  more  fo, 
'  as  I  found  myfelf  fome  months  gone 
'  with   child;    and    reflected,    that    it 

*  would  be   importable  to  conceal  my 
'  difgrace,  which  would  not  only  ruin 

•  the  character  I  had  acquired  in  the 
'  country,  but  alfo  bring  the  grey  hairs 
'  of  an  indulgent  parent  with  forrow 
'  to  the  grave.     Rage  took  poflelTion 
'  of  my  foul;  I  denounced  a  thoufand 

*  imprecations,  and  formed  as  many 

*  fchemes  of  revenge  againft  the  trai- 
'  tor  who  had  undone  me!  Then  my 
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'  refentment  would  fubfide  to  lllent  for- 
'  row:  1  recalled  the  tranquillity  I  had 
1  lott,  I  wept  over  my  infatuation,  and 
'  fometimes  a  ray  of  hope  would  in- 
'  tervcne,  and  for  a  moment  chear  my 
'  drooping  heart;  I  would  revolve  all 
'  the  favourable  circumKancet  of  hit 
'  character,  repeat  the  vows  he  made, 
«  afcribe  his  abfence  to  the  vigilance  of 
'  a  lufpicious  father,  who  compelled 
«  htm  to  a  match  his  foul  abhorred, 
'  and  comfort  myfelf  with  theexpecta- 
'  tion  of  leeing  him  before  the  thing 
'  fhould  be  brought  to  any  term*  of 
'  agreement.  But  how  vain  was  my 
'  imagination!  The  villain  left  me 
«  without  remorfe,  and  in  a  few  dayt 
«  the  news  of  his  marriage  were  fpread 

*  all  over   the   country.     My    horror 
'  was  then  inconceivable;  and  had  not 
'  the  defire  of  revenge  diverted  the  re- 
'  folution,  I  mould  infallibly  have  put 

*  an  end  to  my  miierable  life.     My 
'  father  obferved  the  fymptoms  of  my 
'  defpair;  and  though  I  have  good  rea- 
'  fon  to  believe  he  guefled  the  caufe, 
'  was  at  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  feem 
'  ignorant  of  my  affliction,  while  ht 
'  endeavoured  with  paternal  fondneis 
<  to  alleviate  my  diftrefs.     I  faw  hi* 
'  concern,  which  increased  my  anguilh, 
'  and  raifed.  my  fury  againlt  the  author 
'  of  my  calamity  to  an  implacable  de- 
'  gree.     Having  furnilhed  myfelf  with 
'  a  little  money,  I  made  an  elopement 
'  from   this    unhappy    parent    in   the 
'  night-time,  and  about  break  of  day, 
'  arrived  at  a  fmall  town,  from  whence 

*  a  ftage-coach  fet  out  for  London,   in 
'  which    I   embarked,    and   next   day 
«  alighted  in   town;  the  fpirit  of  re- 
'  venge  having  fupported  me  all   the 
'  way   ajainlt   every   other  reflection. 
'  My  firft  care  was  to  hire  a  lodging,  in 
«  which  I  kept  myfelf  very  retired,  hav- 
«  ing  aflumed  a  feigned  nanc,  that  my 
«  character  and  fituation  might  be  the 
1  better  concealed.     It  was    not  long 
«   before  I  found  out  the  houle  of  my 
1  raviftier,   whither  I  immediately  re- 
'  paired  in  a  tranfport  of  rage,    deter- 

*  mined  to  act  fome  defperate  deed  for 
'  the  fatisfaction  of  my  defpair,  though 

*  the  hurry  of  my   fpirits  would  not 
1  permit  me  to  concert  or  relblve  upon 
'  a  particular  plan.     When  I  demand- 
4  ed  admiflion   to  Lothario,  (Co  let  me 
'  call  him)    I   was  defired   to  fend  up 
'    my  name  and  btillnefs;    but  this   I 
«  refufed,  telling  the  porter  I  had  bufi- 
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*  nefs  for  his  matter's  private  ear;  up- 

*  on  which  I  was  conduced  into  a  par- 
'  lour  until  he  (hould  he   informed    of 
1  my  requeft.     There  I  remained  about 
'  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a  feivant 

*  entered,  and  told  me  his  matter  was 

*  engaged  with  company,  and  begged 

*  to    be   excufed    at   that  time.     My 

*  temper   could    held    out  no  longer: 
'  I  pulled  a  poignard  from  my  bofom, 

*  where  I  had  concealed  it,  and  rnfli- 

*  ing  out,  flew  up  (tairs  like  a  fury, 

*  exclaiming,  "  Where  is  this  pern* 
''  dious  villain!  could  I  once  plunge 
"  this  dagger  into  his  falfe  heart,    I 
"   (hould    then    die    fatisfied."     The 
'  noife   I  made  alarmed   not   only   the 

*  fervants,  but  the  company  alfo,  who 

*  hearing  my  threats,    came  foiwaids 
c   to    the  flair- cafe   to    fee    what    was 
'  the  matter.     I   was    feized,   difarm- 
'  ed,    and  witheld    by    two  footmen; 
'  and    in    this    fitustion    felt    the   molt 
'  exquifite    torture   in    beholding    my 

*  undoer    approach    with    his    young 
'  wife.      I   could   not  endure  the  fight, 
'  was  deprived  of  my  fenfes,   and  fell 
'  into  a  fevere  fit,  during  which  I  know 
"  not  how  I  was  treated;  but  when  I 

*  recovered  the  nfe  of  reflection,  found 

*  myfelf  on  a  bed   in   a  patiltry  apart- 
'  ment,    where  I  was   attended  by  an 
1  old  woman,   who  afked  a  thoufand 

*  impertinent  queftions  relating  to  my 

*  condition;  and  informed  me  that  my 

*  behaviour  had  thrown  ihe  whole  fa- 

*  mily   into  confufion;    th:it  Lothario 
'  alnrmed  I  was  mad,  and  proposed  to 
'  have  me  fent  to  Bedlam;  but  my  lady 
'   pet  loaded  herfelf  there  was  more  in 
'  my  conduft  than  he  cared   mould  be 

*  known,  and  ha;!  taken  to  her  bed  on 

*  bare  lufpicion,    having   firft  ordered 
'  that  I  (hould  be  narrowly  looked  to. 
'   I  heard  all  (he  faid  without  making 
4  any    other   reply,    than    defiring    (he 
«  woold  do   me  the  favour  to"- call   a 

*  chair;    but  this    (Hie   told   me)  could 
'  not  be  done  without  her  matter's  con- 
«  Cent:  which,  however,  was  eafily  pro- 

*  cured,   and   I  was  conveyed  to   my 

*  lodgings  in  a  itateof  mind  that  baffles 
'  al-1  liefcription.     The  agitation  of  my 
«   thoughts   produced   a  fever,    which 
'   brought  on  a  mifcarriage;  and  I  be- 
«   lieve   it    is   well   for   rny   confcience 

*  that    Heaven    thus    dlfpofeii    of    my 
'  in-r-.itn;  for  let  me  own  to  you,  with 

*  penitence  and  horror,  if  I  had  brought 
1  n,  living  child  into  the  world,    my 


'  phrenzy  would  have  prompted  me  to 
'  (acrifice  the  little  innocent  to  my  re- 
'  fentment  of  the.  father's  infidelity. 

'  After  this  event  my  rage  abated, 
'  and  my  hate  became  ir.o:e  deliberate 
'  and  calm:  when  one  day,  my  land- 
'  lady  informed  me  that  there  was  a 
'  gentleman  below  who  de fired  to  Ice 
'  me,  he  having  fomething  of  confe- 
'  quence  to  impart,  which  he  w*9  Cure 
'  would  contribute  to  my  peace  of 
'  mind.  I  was  (Xceedinglv  alarmed 
'  at  this  declaration,  which  I  attempt- 
'  ed  to  interpret  a  thoufand  ways;  :uid 
'  before  I  c;nne  to  any  determination, 
'  he  entered  my  room,  with  an  r, polony 
'  for  intruding  upon  me  a^.*iiiil  my 
'  knowledge  or  conient.  I  fun-eyed 
'  him  ibiv.c  time,  and  not  being  able  tc* 
'  recollect  his  face,  demanded  with  a 
'  faltering  accent,  what  his  bufmefg 
'  was  with  me.  Upon  which,  he  de- 
'  fired  I  would  give  him  a  particular 
'  audience,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
'  of  communicating  fomething  that 

*  would    conduce    to    my    f^tisfa£tion 
'  and    repofe.     As   I   thought   myftlf 
'  fufficiently  guarded   againit  any  vio- 

*  lence,  I  gi  anted  his  rtqueir,  and  bid 
'  the  woman  withdraw.     The  ft  danger 
'  then  advancing,   gave  me  to  under- 
'   ftand    that    he   was   well    »cquainied 
'  with  the  particulars  of  my  ftory,  hav- 
'  ing  been  informed  of  them  from  Lo- 

*  thario's  own   mouth;    th:u  from  the 
'  tune   he  knew    ruy    nrmfoi tunes,    he 
'   had  entertained  a  deteRatTon  for  the 
'   author  of  them;    which  had   of    late 
'  been  in  ere  a  fed  and  enfiamtd  to  a  «Je- 
'  fire  of   revenge,  by  a  piece  of  difho- 
1   nourable  conduct  tovvaids  him;    that 
'  hearing  of  my  melancholy  iituation, 
'  he  had  come  with  an  intention  of  of- 
'  fering  his  a (fi (ranee  and  comfort,  and 
'  was  ready  to  efpoufe  my  quarrel,  and 
'   forthwith  take  vengeance  on  my  fe- 
'  ducer,    provided   I  would  grant  him 
'  one  confideration,    which    he  hoped 

*  I  (hould  fee  noreafonto  refufe.     Had 
'  all  the  artifice  of  hell  been  employed 
'  in   compofing  a  perfuafive,    it  could 
'   not  have  had  a  more  inftantaneous  or 
'  favourable  effect  than   this  difcourfe 
'  had    upon    me.     I    was   tranfported 
'  with  a   delirium  of  gloomy  joy;   I 
'  hugged  my  companion  in  my  arms, 
'  and   vowed   that  if  he  would   make 
'  good  his  promife,   my  foul  and  body 
'  mould  be  at  his  difpofal.     The  con- 

was  made;  he  devoted  himfelf 
«  t» 
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to  my  revenge,  undertook  to  murdfr 

Lothnru>  t'..it  vtry  ni<;ht,  and  10 
bring  me  an  account  of  his  death  be- 
morning.  Accordingly,  irbuut 
two  of  the  clock,  he  was  intiodticed 
to  my  chamber,  t-d  me  my 

perfidious  lover  jtliatal- 

ilioui;])  he  was  i  !i  an 

honourable  proceedii.  '•    i 

!y  challenged  him  to  the  field,  where 
he  upbraided  him  with  his  treachery 
towards  me,  for  whom  (he  told  me) 
his  fword  w:is  drawn,  an-l  after  a 
few  pams  1  iv  -.vr't-M-ing  in  his  blood. 
I  was  lo  f.ivaged  by  my  wrongs,  that 
I  delighted  in  the  recital  of  this  ad- 
u,  made  him  repeat  the  parti- 
atluif,  Parted  my  eyes  with  theblood 
th.it  rcur«irr'l  on  his  cloaths  anfl 
fword,  and  yielded  up  rriy  body  as  a 
recompence  for  the  fervice  he  had 
done  me.  My  imagination  was  i'o 
.engrofled  with  thtfe  iileas,  that  in  my 
flerp  1  dreamed  Lothario  appealed 
before  me,  pale,  mangled,  ami  bloody, 
blamed  my  niflinels,  protefted  his 
innocence,  and  pleaded  his  own  caufe 
fo  pathetically,  that  I  was  convinced 
of  his  fidelity,  and  waked  in  a  fit  of 
horror  and  remorfe.  My  bed-fellow 
endeavoured  lo  foothe,  confole^  and 
perfuade  me  that  I  had  but  barely 
done  juAice  to  myfelf.  I  dropt  afK-ep 
again,  and  the  fame  apparition  re- 
turned to  my  fancy.  In  ihorf,  I 
pa/Ted  the  night  in  great  mifery,  and 
looked  upon  my  avenger  with  fuch 
abhorrence,  that  in  the  morning,  per- 
ceiving my  aveifion,  he  infmuated 
there  was  (till  a  poiTibility  of  Lotha- 
rio's recovery;  it  was  true,  he  left 
him  wounded  on  the  ground,  but 
not  quite  dead;  and  perhaps  his  hurts 
might  not  be  mortal.  At  thcfe  words 
I  uarted  up,  bade  him  fly  for  intel- 
ligence, and  if  he  couid  not  bring 
me  tidings  of  Lothario's  fafety,  at 
leaft  confult  his  own,  and  never  re- 
turn, for  1  was  refolved  to  furrender 
myfelf  tojuftice,  and  declare  all  that 
Iknewol  the  affair,  that,  ifpoflible, 
I  might  expiate  my  own  guilr,  by 
inclining  the  rigours  of  a  finceie  re- 
pentance and  ignominious  death.  He 
very  coolly  represented  the  unrea£on- 
ablcnels  of  my  prejudice  againft  him, 
who  had  done  nothing  but  what  his 
love  oi  me  intpircd,  and  honour  julti- 
fiedj  that  now  he  had,  at  the  riJk  of  his 
life,  been  lubfcrvieut  to  my  revenge, 


I  was  about  to  difcard  him,  as  an  in- 
famous agent  occafi  onnlly  nccell'uy; 
and  that  even  if  he  mould  be  fo  lucky 
as  to  bring  news  of  Lothario's  fnfety, 
it  was  probable  my  former  rtfcnt- 
ment  might  revive,  and  I  would  up- 
biaid  him  with  having  failed  in  hi* 
undertaking.  I  allured  him  that,  on 
the  contraiy,  he  mould  be  dearir  to 
me  than  ever,  as  I  then  mould  be 
convinced  he  acled  more  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  man  of  honour,  than  om 
thofe  of  a  mercenary  a  flu  {Tin,  and 
fcorned  to  take  away  the  life  of  an 
adverfary  (how  inveterate  foever) 
which  fortune  had  put  in  his  power. 
'  Well  then, Madam, "faid  h»,"what- 
'  ever  may  have  happened,  I  (hal!  find 
'  it  no  difficult  matter  to  acquit  my- 
1  f'lf  in  point  of  honour."  And  took 
his  leave  in  order  to  enquire  into  the 
confluences  of  his  duel.  I  was  now 
more  lenfible  than  ever  of  the  degree* 
of  guilt  and  mifery;  all  the  affliction 
I  had  fuffered  hitherto  was  owing  to 
my  o\vn  credulity  and  weaknefs,  and 
my  confcience  could  not  accufe  me 
of  venial,  crimes;  but  now  that  I 
looked  upon  myfelf  as  a  murderer,  it 
is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  terrors  of 
my  imagination,  which  was  incef- 
fantly  haunted  by  the  image  of  the 
iteceafed,  and  my  bofom  (lung  with 
the  moil  exquifite  agonies,  of  which 
I  faw  no  end.  At  length  Horatio 
(for  fo  I  fltall  call  my  keeper)  re- 
turned, and  telling  me  I  had  nothing 
to  fear,  delivered  into  my  hands  a 
billet,  containing  thefe  words. 

"    MADAM, 

A  S  I  underftand  it  is  of  confe- 
•^-  "  quence  to  your  peace,  I  take 
this  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  thjt 
wounds  received  from  Horatio  are 
not  mortal.  This  iati$fa£tion  my 
l.uin.iiuty  could  not  deny,  even  to 
a  perfon  who  has  endeavoured  to 
diilurb  the  repofe,  as  well  as  delUoy 
the  life,  of 

«'  LOTHARIO.* 

'  Being  well  acquainted  with  thit 
hand,  I  had  no  reafon  to  fufpeft  aa 
impofition  in  this  letter,  which  I  read 
over  and  over  with  a  ti  anfport  of  joy, 
and  carerTcd  Horatio  fo  much,  that 
he  appeared  the  happieft  man  alive. 
Thus  tvat  I  won  from  defpair  by  the 
4  menacei 
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«  menaces  of  a  greater  misfortune  than 

*  that  which  deprefled  me.     Griefs  are 

*  like  ufurpers,  the  moll  powerful  de- 

*  pofes  all  the  reft.     But  my  raptures 
«  were   not  lafting;    that   very   letter, 

*  which  in  a  manner  re  eftablifhed  my 

*  tranquillity,  in  a  little  time  banifhed 

*  my   peace.     His   unjuft  reproaches, 

*  while  they    waked    my   refentment, 

*  recalled   my   former  happinefs,   and 

*  filled  my  foul  with  rage  and  forrow. 

*  Horatio    perceiving  the  fituation    of 
«  my  mind,  endeavoured  to  divert  my 
'  chagrin,  by  treating  me  with  all  the 
«  ainufemems   and  entertainments   of 
«  the  town.     I  was  gratified  with  every 
'  indulgence    I    could    defire;    intro- 
'  duced     into    the   company  of  other 
«  kept-miftreflts,  by  whom  an  uncom- 
«  mon  deference  was  paid  to  me;  and 
'  I  began  to  lofe  all  remembrance  of 
'  my  former  condition,  when  an  ac- 

*  cident  brought  it  back  to  my  view, 
'  with  all  it's  interefting  circumftances. 
'  Diverting  myfelf  one  day  with  fome 
<  newfpapers,    which  I  had  not  before 
«  perufed,  the  following  advertifement 
«  attra&ed  my  attention. 

"  WHEREAS  a  young  gentlewoman 
*'  difappeared  from  her  father's  houfe, 
*'  in  the  county  of  — - — ,  about  the 
«c  end  of  September,  on  account  (as 
"  is  fuppofed)  of  fome  uneafinefs  of 
"  mind,  and  has  not  been  as  yet  heard 
"  of:  whoever  will  give  any  inf  rma- 

«'  tion  about  her  to  Mr. of  Gray's 

*'  Inn,  (hall  be  handfomcly rewarded; 
••  or  if  (he  will  return  to  the  arms  of 
"  her  diiconfolate  parent,  flie  will  be 
«•  received  with  the  utmolt  tendernefs, 
"  whatever  reafon  (lie  may  have  to 
«'  think  otherwife,  and  may  be  the 
"  means  of  prolonging  the  life  of  a 
"  father,  already  weighed  down  al- 
«'  moft  to  the  grave  with  age  and 
"  forrow. '* 

'  This  pnthetick  remonflrance  had 
«  fiich  an  efFecl  on  me,  that  I  was  fully 
'  refolved  to  return,  like  the  prodigal 

*  fon,    and  imploie  the  forgivenefs  of 
1  him   who   gave  me    life:  but,    alas! 
'  \ipon  enquiry,    I  -found   he  had  paid 

*  his  debt  to  nature  a  month  before, 

*  lamenting  my  abfence  to  his  laft  hour; 
'   having  left  his  fortune  to  a  ftranger, 
'  as  a  mark  of  his  refentment  of  my 
'  unkind    and    undut'iful    behaviour. 
«  Penetrated  with  remorfe  on  this  oc- 


cafion,  I  funk  into  the  moft  pro- 
found  melancholy,  and  confidered 
myfelf  as  the  immediate  caufe  of  his 
death.-  I  loft  all  relifh  for  company; 
and,  indeed,  moft  of  my  acquaintance 
no  fooner  perceived  my  change  of 
temper,  than  they  abandoned  me. 
Horatio,  difgufted  at  my  infenfibi- 
lity,  or  (which  is  more  probable) 
cloyed  with  pofleflion,  became  colder 
and  colder  every  day,  till  at  laft  h« 
left  me  altogether,  without  making 
any  apology  for  his  conducl,  or  fe- 
curing  me  againft  the  miferies  of 
want,  as  a  man  of  honour  ought  to 
have  done,  confidering  the  (hare  he 
had  in  my  ruin;  for  I  afterwards 
learned  that  the  quarrel  between  Lo- 
thario and  him  was  a  (lory  trumped 
up  to  rid  the  one  of  my  importuni- 
ties, and  give  the  other  the  enjoy- 
ment of  my  perfon;  which,  it  feems, 
he  lufted  after,  upon  feeing  me  at  the 
houfe  of  my  feducer.  Reduced  to 
this  extremity,  I  curled  my  own  fim- 
plicity,  uttered  horrid  imprecations 
againlt  the  treachery  of  Horatioj 
and  as  I  became  every  day  more  and 
more  familiarized  to  the  lofs  of  in- 
nocence, refolved  to  be  revenged  on 
the  fex  in  general,  by  praclifing  their 
own  arts  upon  themfelves.  Nor 
was  an  opportunity  long  wanting; 
an  old  gentlewoman,  under  pretence 
of  fympathizing,  vitited  me,  and  after 
having  condoled  me  on  my  misfor- 
tunes, and  profefTed  a  difmterefted 
friendmip,  began  to  difplay  the  art 
of  her  occupation,  in  encomiums  on 
my  beauty,  and  inveclives  againft  the 
wretch  who  had  forfaken  me;  in- 
finuating  withal  that  it  would  be  my 
own  fault  if  I  did  not  ftill  make  my 
fortune  by  the  extraordinary  quali- 
fications with  which  nature  had  en- 
dowed me.  I  foon  underftood  her 
drift,  and  gave  her  fuch  encourage- 
ment to  explain  herfelf,  that  we  came 
to  an  agreement  immediately  to  di- 
vide the  profits  of  my  proftitution, 
accruing  from  fuch  gallants  as  (he 
fhould  introduce  to  my  acquaintance. 
The  firft  rtroke  of  my  diffimulatiom 
was  praclifed  upon  a  certain  j— ge, 
to  whom  I  was  recommended  by  this 
matron,  as  an  innocent  creature  juft 
arrived  from  the  country.  He  was 
fo  tranfported  with  my  appearance 
and  feigned  fimplicity,  that  he  paid 
a  hundred  guinea*  for  the  poffeffion 
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me  for  one  night  only,  during 
'  which  I  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner, 
'  as  to  make  him  perfectly  well  plcafcd 
4  with  his  purchafe.' 

SHI 


CHAP.    .XXIII. 


E  IS  INTERRUPTED  BV  A  BAI- 
LIFF, WHO  ARRESTS  AND  CAR- 
RIES HER  TO  THE  MARSHALS^* 
—I  ACCOMPANY  HER — BRING 
WITNESSES  TO  PROVB  SHE  IS 
NOT  THE  PERSON  NAMED  IN 
THE  WRIT — THE  BAIL  IFF  IS 
FAIN  TO  GIVE  HER  A  PRESENT, 

AND  DISCHARGE  HER WE  SHIFT 

OUR      LODGING — SHE      RESUMES 

HFR    STORY,    AND    ENDS  IT MY 

REFLECTIONS  THEREUPON—- 
SHE MAKES  ME  ACQUAINTED 
WITH  THE  PROGRESS  OF  A 
COMMON  WOMAN  OF  THE  TOWN 

RESOLVES      TO       qj.' IT      THAT 

WAY    OF    LIFE. 

HE  R   ftory  was   here   interrupted 
by  a  rap  at  the  doorj  which   I 
no  fooner  opened,  than  three  or  four 
terrible  fellows  rufhed  in,  one  of  whom 
accolted  my  fellow-lodger  thus:  '  Ma- 
'  dam,  your  fei  vant;  you  mu(t  do  me 
'  the  favour  to  come  along  with  me, 
'  I  have  got  a  writ  againft  you.'  While 
the  bailiff,  for  fo  he  was,  fpoke  thus, 
his  followers  furrounded  the  prifoner, 
and  began  to  handle  her  very  roughly. 
This  treatment  incenfed  me  fo  much, 
that    I   /hatched   up   the   poker,    and 
would  certainly  have  ufed  it  in  defence 
of  the  lady,  without  any  regard  to  the 
ftrength  and  number  of  her  adverfa- 
iie»,  had  me  not  begged   me  with  a 
compofure  of  countenance,   for  which 
I  could  not  account,  to  ui'e  no  violence 
in  her  behalf,  which  could  be  of  no 
fei  vice  to  her,    but  might  be  ve:y  de- 
trimental  to    myfelf.     Then    turning 
to  the  leader  of  this  formidable  troop, 
fhe  defired  to  fee  the  writ,  and  having 
perufed  ir,   faid  with  a  faltering  voice, 
I  am  not  the  per  fun  whofe  name  is 
here  mentioned)   arrelt   me  at  your 
peril.' — 'Ay,  ay,  Mad  iin, 'replied  the 
atchpole,  '  we  mall  prove  your  iden- 
tity.    In    the    mean   time,    whether 
will  you  be  pleated  to  be  earned  to 
my  houfc,  or  to  gaol?'—'  If  J  muft 
be  confined,'  faid  Ihe,  '  I  would  rather 
be  in  rour  houfc  than  in  a  common 
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«  gaol.W  Well,  well,'  anfvvered  he, 
'  it  you  have  got  money  in  your  poc- 
'  ket,  you  (hall  be  entertained  like  a 
'  princefs.'  But  when  Ate  acquainted 
him  with  her  poveity,  he  fwore  he  ne- 
ver gave  credit,  and  ordered  one  of 
his  myrmidons  to  call  a  coach,  to  carry 
her  to  the  Marfhalfea  at  once.  While 
they  waited  for  the  convenience,  /ha 
took  me  afiJe,  and  bade  me  be  under 
no  concern  on  her  account,  for  flic 
knew  how  to  extricate  herfelf  from  this 
difficulty  very  loon,  and  perhaps  gain 
fomething  by  the  occafion.  Although 
her  difcourle  was  a  myftery  to  me,  I 
was  very  well  pleafed  with  her  aflu- 
rance,  and  when  the  coich  came  to  the 
door,  offered  to  accompany  her  to  pri- 
fon;  to  which  propofal,  after  much  en- 
treaty, me  confented.  When  we  ar- 
rived at  the  gate  of  the  Marfhalfca, 
our  conductor  alighted,  and  having 
demanded  entrance,  prefented  the  writ 
to  the  turnkey,  who  no  fooner  perceiv- 
ed the  name  of  Elizabeth  Gary,  than 
he  cried,  «  Ah,  hah!  my  old  acquain- 
*  tance  But!  I  am  glad  to  fee  thee  with 
4  all  my  heart.*  So  faying,  he  opened 
the  coach -door,  and  helped  her  to  dif- 
mount,  but  when  he  obferved  her  face, 
he  ttarted  back,  faying,  *  Z — ds!  who 
'  have  we  got  here!'  The  bailiff,  a- 
larmed  at  this  interrogation,  cried  witd 
fome  emotion,  '  Who  the  devil  mould 
it  be,  but  the  prifoner  Elizabeth  Ga- 
ry?' The  turnkey  replied,  '  That 
Elizabeth  Gary!  I'll  be  damned  if 
that's  Elizabeth  Gary,  more  than  my 
grandmother.  D— n  my  blood,  I 
know  Bet  Gary  as  well  as  if  I  had 
made  her.1  Here  the  lady  thought 
fit  to  interpofe,  and  tell  the  catchpole, 
if  he  had  taken  her  word  for  it  at  firft, 
he  might  have  faved  himfelf  and  her 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  «  It  may  be 
fo,'  anfwered  he;  '  but  by  G— d! 
«  I'll  have  farther  evidence  that  you 
'  are  not  the  perfon,  before  you  and  I 
'  part.' — '  Yes,  yes,'  faid  me,  'you  mail 
'  have  farther  evidence  to  your  coft.* 
Then  we  adjourned  into  the  lodge,  and 
called  for  a  bottle  of  wine,  where  my 
companion  wrote  a  direction  to  two  of 
her  acquaintance,  and  begged  the  fa- 
vour of  me  to  go  to  their  lodgings, 
and  requelt  them  to  come  to  her  imme- 
diately: I  found  them  together  at  « 
houfe  in  Bridges  Street,  Drury  Lane; 
and  as  they  were  luckily  unengaged, 
they  fet  out  with  me  in  a  hackney-coach 
without 
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without  hefitation,  after  I  had  related 
the  circnmltances  of  the  affair,   which 
flattered  them  with  hopes  of  feeing  a 
bailiff  trounced;   for  there  is  an  anti- 
pathy as  natural   between  the  whores 
and  bailiffs,  as  that  fubfifting  between 
mice   and    cats.     Accordingly,    when 
they  entered  the  lodge,  they  embraced 
the   prifoner  very  affectionately  by  the 
name  of  Nancy  Williams,   and  afked 
how  long  (he  had  been  nabbed,    and 
for  what.     On  hearing  the  particulars 
of  her'adventure  repeated,  they  offered 
to  fwear  before  a  jurticc  of  peace,  that 
Ihe  was  not  the  perfon   mentioned  in 
the   writ;    whom,    it    feems,    they   all 
knew:    but   the   bailiff,    who   was   by 
this    time   convinced   of    his    miftalce, 
told  them  he  woviid  not  put  them  to  that 
trouble.     '  Ladies,'  faid  he,    '  there's 
*  no   harm   done;   you    (hall  give  me 
1  leave  to  treat  you  with  another  bot- 
«  tie,    and   then    we'll    part    friends.' 
This  propofal  was  not  at  all  relifhed 
by  the  fiiterhood;    and  Mifs  Williams 
told  him,    fure  he  did  not  imagine  her 
fuch  a  fool,    as  to  be  fatisfied  with   a 
paltry   glals  of  four  wine.     Here  the 
turnkey  interrupted  her,  by   affirming 
with  an  oath,    that  the  wine  was   as 
good  as  ever  was  tipped  over  tongue. 
Wei!,'  continued  (he,  '  that  may  be; 
but  was  it  the  beft  of  champaign,    it 
is  no  recompence  for  the_  damage  I 
'  have  fuffered  both  in  character   and 
health,  by  being  wrongfully  dragged 
to  gaol.     At  this  rate   no  innocent 
perfon  is  fate,  fmce  an  officer  of  juf- 
tice,   out   of  malice,    private   pique, 
or  miftake,  may  injure  and  opprefs 
the    fubjeft     with    impunity;     but, 
thank  Heaven  I   I  live  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  laws  that  will  not  fuffer 
fuch  infults  to  pafs  unpunished,  and 
I  know  very    well  how  to  procure 
redrefs.'     Mr.  Vulture,  for  that  was 
the  bailiff's  name,   finding  he  had   to 
deal  with  one  who  would  not  be  im- 
pofed  upon,    began  to  look  very  fullen 
and  perplexed,   and  leaning  his  fore- 
head on  his  hand,  entered  into  a  deli- 
beration with  himfelf,   which  lalted  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  broke  out  in 
a   volley   of     dreadful  curfes   againft 
the  old  b — ch  our  landlady,  as  he  call- 
ed her,  for  having  misinformed  him. 
After  much  wrangling  and  fwearing, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  decision 
of  the  turnkey,    who  calling  for  the 
other  bottle,  mul&ed  the  bailiff  in  all 


the  liquor  that  had  been  drank,  coach- 
hire,  and  a  couple  of  guineas  for  the 
ufe  of  the  plaintiff.  The  money  was 
immediately  depofitedj  Mil's  Williams 
gratified  the  two  evidences  with  one 
half,  and  putting  the  other  in  her 
pocket,  drove  home  with  me,  leaving 
the  catchpole  grumbling  over  his  lofs, 
yet  pleafed  in  the  main,  for  having  fo 
cheaply  got  clear  of  a  bufmefs  that 
might  have  coft  him  ten  times  the  fum, 
and  his  plnce  to  boot.  This  guinea 
was  a  very  fealbnable  relief  to  us,  who 
were  reduced  to  great  neceffity,  fix  of 
my  fhirts,  and  almoft  all  my  cloaihs, 
except  thofr.  on  rny  back,  having  been 
either  pawned  or  fold  for  our  mainte- 
nance before  this  happened.  As  we 
refenteo"  the  behaviour  of  our  landlady, 
our  firft  care  was  to  provide  ourfelves 
with  another  lodging,  whither  we  re- 
moved the  next  day,  with  an  intention 
to  keep  ourfelves  as  retired  as  poflible, 
until  our  cure  mould  be  compleated. 
When  we  were  fixed  in  our  new-  habi- 
tation, I  in.treated  her  to  finifh  the  fto- 
ry  of  her  life,  which  fhe  purfued  in 
this  manner. 

'  The  fuccefs  of  our  experiment  on 
the  j — ge,  encouraged  us  to  pra&ife 
the  fame  deceit  on  others,  and  my 
virginity  was  five  times  fold  to  good 
purpofe:  but  this  harveft  lafted  not 
long;  my  charafter  taking  air,  and 
my  direftids  deferting  me  for  forr.e 
new  game.  Then  I  took  lodgings 
near  Charing  Crofs,  at  two  guineas 
per  week,  and  began  to  entertain 
company  in  a  publick  manner:  but 
my  income  being  too  fmall  to  defray 
my  expence,  I  was  obliged  to  re- 
trench, and  enter  into  articles  with 
the  porters  of  certain  taverns,  who 
undertook  to  fin r!  employmentenough 
for  me,  provided  I  would  mare  my 
profits  with  them.  Accordingly,  I 
was  almolt  erery  night  engaged  with 
company,  among  whom  I  was  ex- 
pofed  to  every  mortification,  danger, 
and  abufe,  that  flow  from  drunken  - 
nefs,  brutality,  and  difeafe.  How 
miferable  is  tfoe  condition  of  a  cour- 
tezan, whofe  bufmefs  it  is  to  foothe, 
fuffer,  and  obey  the  dictates  of  rage, 
infolenee,  and  luft!  As  my  fpirit  wa» 
not  fufficiently  humbled  to  the  will, 
nor  my  temper  calculated  for  the  con- 
verfation  of  my  gallants,  it  was  im- 
pofiible  for  me  to  overcome  an  aver- 
fion  I  felt  for  my  profeffion,  whi«h 
*  mani- 
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manifcflcd  itfrif  in  i  fettled  gtoom 
on    my  comiuirince,    and  Hi 
thofc  fons  of  it   'tli  ami  riot  fo  much, 
that  I  was  frci(':jnt!v  nU-J  in  i  Ihock- 
down  Hairs 

with  dil'-nce.  The  m.-lfengers  fee- 
ing me  dtf-tgreenhlt:  to  'heir  benefac- 
tors and  employers,  ft M  >m  troubled 
me  with  a  oil,  Mid  I  b-oan  to  find 
myfclf  almolt  totally  neg'rfted.  To 
re  towards  my  lupport,  I 
was  fain  to  (ell  mv  watch,  rings, 
trinkets,  with  the  belt  part  of  my 
cloaths;  and  I  was  one  evening  mu- 
ting by  myfelf,  on  the  mifery  before 
nif,  when  I  received  a  invflage  from 
a  bagnio,  whither  I  repaired  in  a 
chair,  and  was  introduced  to  a  gentle- 
man d  re  fled  like  an  officer,  with 
whom  I  Tupped  in  a  fumptuous  man- 
ner, ami  after  drinking  a  hearty  glafs 
of  champaign,  went  to  bed.  In  the 
morning,  when  I  awoke,  I  found  my 
gallant  had  got  up,  and  drawing 
afide  the  curtain,  could  not  perceive 
him  in  the  room.  This  circumftance 
gave  me  fome  unealmefs,  but  as  he 
might  have  retired  on  fome  neceflary 
occafion,  I  waited  a  full  horn  for  his  re- 
turn; and  then  in  thegreatelt  perplexi- 
ty role  up,  Md  rung  the  M).  When  the 
waiter  came  to  the  door,  he  found  it 
locked,  and  defired  admittance,  which 
I  granted,  after  obferving  with  great 
furprize,  that  the  key  remained  on 
the  in  tide,  as  when  we  went  to  bed. 
I  no  fooner  enquired  for  the  captain, 
than  the  fellow,  (taring  with  a  dif- 
trafted  look,  cried,  «'  How,  Madam  I 
'  is  he  not  a-bed?"  an.l  when  he  was 
fatisfied  <Ss  to  that  particular,  ran 
into  a  clofet  adjoining  to  the  chamber, 
the  window  of  which  he  found  open. 
Through  this  the  adventurer  had  got 
upon  a  wall,  from  whence  he  drop- 
ped down  into  a  court,  and  efcaped ; 
leav,ng  me  10  be  anfwerable,  not 
only  for  the  icckoning,  but  alfo  for 
a  large  fiiver  tankard  and  poflfetbowl, 
which  he  had  carried  off  with  him. 
It  is  impoflihie  to  defcnbe  the  con- 
(ternation  I  was  under,  when  I  faw 
myfelf  detained  as  a  thief's  accom- 
plice; for  I  was  looked  upon  in  that 
light,  and  carried  before  a  juftice, 
wiio,  miitakmg  my  confuilon  for  a. 
fign  of  guilt,  commitied  me,  *ficr 
a  fhoit  eiciminatiun,  to  Bridewell; 
having  advifed  me,  as  the  only  means 
to  fave  my  life,  to  turn  evidence,  an  1 
impeach  my  confederate.  I  nov* 


concluded  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
lit  1  overtaken  me,  and  that  I  mult 
foon  tinifh  rny  ran-er  by  an  ignomi- 
nious death.  This  reflection  futile 
fo  derp  info  my  foul,  tli.n  I  wi»  for 
fome  days  deprived  of  my  rcalon,  and 
aftuallv  1'f  li  vrd  myfelf  in  hell,  tor- 
mented by  H<r  Is:  ir,dti.\!,  time  needs 
not  a  very  e>  •  imagination  to 

form  that  idea;  tor  of  all  the  fcenes 
on  earth,  that  of  Bridewell  ap- 
proaches nearelt  the  notion  I  had 
always  entertained  of  the  infeinal 
regions.  Here  I  faw  nothing  but 
rage,  anguifh,  and  impiety;  and 
heard  nothing  but  groans,  curfei, 
and  blafphemy.  In  the  midft  of  this 
hellifti  crew,  I  was  fubjefted  to  the 
tyranny  of  a  barbarran,  who  impofed 
upon  me  talks  that  I  could  not  pof- 
fibly  perform,  and  then  punimcd  my 
incapacity  with  the  utmo(t  rigour 
and  inhumanity.  I  was  often  whipt 
into  a  fwoon,  and  lamed  out  of  it; 
during  whiclv  milerahle  intervals,  I 
was  robbed  by  my  fellow-prifoners 
of  every  thing  about  me,  even  to  my 
cap,  (hoes,  and  ftockings:  I  was 
not  only  deftittite  of  necclTaries,  but 
even  of  fojd,  fo  that  my  wretched- 
nefs  was  extreme.  Not  one  of  my  ac- 
quaintance to  whom  I  imparted  my 
fituation,  would  grant  me  the  leaft  fue- 
cour  or  regard,  on  pretence  of  my  be- 
ing committed  for  theftj  and  my  land- 
lord refufrd  to  part  with  fome  of  my 
own  cloaths,  which  I  lent  for,  beciufe 
I  was  indebted  to  him  for  a  week's 
lodging.  Overwhelmed  with  calamity* 
I  grew  delperate,  and  reloived  to  put 
an  end  to  my  grievances  and  life  to- 
gether; for  this  purpofe  I  got  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  n  -Mit,  svh»  M  I  thought 
every  body  round  me  allt-ep,  anil  fix- 
ing one  end  of  my  h:<n  Jkerchicf  to  a 
large  hook  in  the  deling,  that  ("up- 
ported  the  fca!<  s  on  which  the  hemp 
is  weighed,  I  liood  iijion  a  chair,  and 
making  a  noofe  un  the  other  end,  put 
my  neck  into  it,  wiih  an  inrentioii  to 
hang  rnyfeif;  but  hefoie  I  c>>uli!  ,ul- 
jull  the  knot,  I  w.s  furp'ized  an! 
prevented  by  two  women  w-bo  h,<d 
been  awake  al1  the  while,  and  lu- 
fpcilcd  my  ddig'i.  In  the  nioini>-g 
my  attempt  was  j'uS'ihtr'.l  unong  the 
pni'oners,  and  punilii.d  witlt  thiity 
Ihipes,  the  pain  ot  which  co  opera 
tiiig  wi'h  iiiy  J  la^pomtment  and 
tee,  beiett  mr  >t  my  ;eni>.s,  ^nd 
tLiew  n. c  into  ?n  exlaiy  t-t  ma  h 

M  '  uur>n 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


during  which  I  tore  the  flefli  from  my 
bones  with  my  teeth,  and  darned  my 
head  aga'mft  the  pavement;  Ib  that 
they  were  obliged  to  fet  a  watch  o- 
ver  me,  to  reftrain  me  from  doing  far- 
ther mifchief  to  myfelf  and  others. 
This  fit  of  phrenzv  continued  three 
days,  at  the  end  of  which  I  grew 
calm  and  fallen  ;  but  as  the  defire  of 
making  away  with  myfelf  (till  re- 
mained, I  came  to  a  determination 
of  (larving  myltlf  to  death,  and  with 
that  view  refufed  all  iuftenance. 
Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  want  of 
oppofition,  or  to  the  weakntfs  of  na- 
ture, I  know  not;  hut  on  the  lecoud 
day  of  my  faft,  I  found  my  refolution 
confideiably  impaired,  and  the  calls 
of  hunger  almoll  inlupportable.  At 
this  critical  conjunclurr,  a  lady  was 
brought  into  the  prifon  with  whom  I 
had  contracted  an  acquaintance  while 
I  lived  with  Horatio;  (he  was  then 
on  the  fame  footing  as  I  was,  but  af- 
terwards quarrelling  with  her  gallant, 
and  not  finding  another  to  htrr  mind, 
altei^  her  fcheme  of  life,  and  fet  up 
a  coffee  houfe  among  the  hundreds 
of  Drury,  where  me  entertained  gen- 
tlemen with  claret,  arrack,  and  the 
choice  of  half  a  dozen  of  damfels 
who  lived  in  her  houi'e.  This  fer- 
viceable  matron  having  neglected  to 
gratify  a  certain  j — ce.  for  the  conni- 
vance flie  enjoyed,  was  indicted  at 
the  quarter  fcflions,  in  conftquenre 
of  which  her  bevy  was  difperfed,  and 
herfelf  committed  toBridewdl.  She 
had  not  been  long  there,  before  Hie 
learned  my  difafter;  and  coining  up 
to  me,  after  a  compliment  of  condo- 
lence, enquired  into  the  particulars  of 
my  fate.  While  we  were  engaged  in 
diicourfe  together,  the  matter  came, 
and  told  me  that  the  fellow  on  whofe 
account  I  had  fuffered  was  taken; 
that  he  had  confefied  the  theft,  and 
cleared  roe  of  any  concern  in  the  af- 
fair; for  which  reafon  he  the  malrer, 
had  orders  to  dilcharge  me,  and  that 
I  was  from  that  moment  free.  This 
piece  of  news  ibon  banifhed  all 
thoughts  of  death,  and  had  fuch  an 
inftantaneous  effect  on  my  counte- 
nance, that  Mrs.  Coupler,  (the  lady 
then  prefent)  hoping  to  find  htr  ac- 
count in  me,  very  generouily  offered 
to  furnifii  me  with  what  neceflaries  I 
wanted,  and  take  me  into  her  own 
houfe,  as  loon  as  flit  could  compro- 


milem.Urerswith  the} — ces.  Thecort- 
ditions  of  her  offer  were,  that  I  (hould 
pay  tin  ee  guineas  week  1  v  for  my  board , 
and  a  reafbnable  confideration  befides 
for  the  ule  of  fuch  cloaias  and  or- 
naments as  me  fhould  fupply  me 
wilh,  to  be  deducted  from  the  firft 
profits  of  my  embraces.  Thefe  were 
hard  terms;  but  not  to  he  rejected  by 
one  who  was  turned  out  hel(>lefs  and 
naked  into  the  wide  world,  without  a 
friend  to  pity  or  aflill  her.  I  therefore 
embraced  her  propofal,  and  fhe  being 
bailed  in  a  few  hours,  took  me  home 
with  her  in  a  coach.  As  I  was  by 
this  time  con(cious  of  having  for- 
merly difi-utted  my  admirers  by  my 
refeived  and  haughty  behaviour,  I 
now  endeavoured  to  conquer  that 
difpofition;  and  the  fudden  change  of 
my  fortune  giving  me  a  flow  of  fpirit*, 
I  appeared  in  the  molt  winning  and 
gay  manner  I  could  aiTume.  Hav- 
ing the  advantage  of  a  good  voice 
and  education,  I  exerted  my  talents 
to  the  uttermolt,  and  foo'n  became  the' 
favourite  with  all  company.  This 
fuccefs  alarmed  tlwr  pride  and  jea- 
loufy  of  Mrs.  Coupler,  who  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts,  of  being  eclip- 
fed:  file  therefore  made  a  merit  of 
her  envy,  and  whifpered  among  the 
cuftomtrsthatl  wasunfourr.!.  There 
needed  no  more  to  luin  my  reputa- 
tion, and  blaft  my  profperity;  every 
body  dimmed  me  with  marks  of  aver- 
fion  and.difdain,  and  in  a  very  mort 
time  I  was  as  folitai y  as  ever.  Want 
of  gallants  was  attended  with  want 
of  money  to  fatisfy  my  malicious 
landlady;  who  having  purpofely 
given  me  credit  to  the  amount  of  ele- 
ven pounds,  took  out  a  writ  againft 
me,  and  I  was  arrefted  in  her  own 
houfe.  Though  the  room  was  croud- 
ed  with  people  when  the  bailiff  en- 
tered, not  one  of  them  had  compaf- 
lion  enough  to  mollify  my  profecu- 
trix,  far  lefs  to  pay  the  debt;  they 
even  laughed  at  my  tears,  and  one  of 
them  bade  rr.e  be  of  good  chear,  for 
I  fhould  not  want  admirers  in  New- 
gate. At  thatinftant  a  fea  lieutenant 
came  in,  and  feeing  my  plight,  began 
to  enquire  into  the  citcumltances  of 
my  misfortune,  when  this  wit  ad- 
vii'cd  him  to  keep  clear  of  me,  for  I 
was  a  fire  flu  p.  "  Afiie  fliip!''  re- 
plied thefulor;  "  more  like  a  poor 
'  galley  in  diitrefs,  that  has  been 
.,  •  ««  boarded 
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nfe.l  by  fvich  a  fire-fliip  as  you  ; 

41  it  l.i  IK-  as  that  is  ihe  cafe,  fhe  hands 
"  in  •  i  ndiltance. — Hark'e, 

44   my  gul,  liow  far  have  you  im 

"     I  tolil  him  ih.it   die 

to  eleven  pounds,  he- 

theexpuice  of the  wut.     "An' 

•'    that    be  all,"   laid   lie,   "  you   fli.  n't 

'•j  the  bilboes  this  bout." 

IMS  pur'V.  ,  jflty, 

'  dii-  In; {-,!-,!  tl»:  b.ni'tf,  and  telling  me 
4  I  hdd  «i'i  into  the  wrong  pon,  adviied 

*  me    to    i'eek  out  a    m<  re  convenient 
4   h  u  hour,  where  I  could  be  (ate 

*  down;     for    \vhuh  purpol'c  he  imde 
'   me  a   |n t.;i-iii   ut"    rive  guinens  more. 
4   I   was  io  touched  with   this   fmgular 

:;:y,  that  lui  A-me  lime 

4  1  had  not  power  to  thank  him.     How- 

i  recollected  my- 

the  favour  <>f  lum  to 

4  go  witii  me  to  the  next  tavem,  where 

4   I  explained  the  nature  of  my  uilatter, 

'   and  convinced   him  of    tin.    K.illiood 

*  ot  wli.il  was  reported  to  my  piejudice 

lly,   that  he  from  that  mo- 

'   rTK-nt  attached  h.mlflf  to  me,  and  \*e 

'   ll»ed  in  great  Im  mony  together,  un- 

•_•  w;  s  obliged  to  go  to  iea,  where 

*  he  pe.  ilhtd  in  a  it.-nn. 

'    Having  !o(t  my  b.  ntfaclor,   and  al- 

*  molt    coi.lumed    tlu;  remains  ot     his 
'   bouim,  i  MW  mvlclt  in  danger  of  re- 
4  lapfmi;  into  my  former  nectllity,  and 
'  began  to  be  very   umrafy  at  the   pio- 

*  ffKt\  of  bailiffs  :<nd  g:iois;    when  one^ 
4  of  the  fifttihood,  a  little  Itale,  advifed 

'  mr  to  take  Icui^ings  in  a  p:irt  of  the 
4  town  wheie  1  was  unknown,  and  pals 
'  tor  an  henefs,  by  which  ai  tirke  1 
4  might ciiti  ;ip  lonuboilv  to  be  my  hul- 
'  band,  who  would  polfibly  be  able  tt> 
4  alio%y  me  an  handlome  mauiteiiance, 
'  or  at  worlt  Icrten  me  tiom  ih^  dread 

*  and  danger  of  a  pn;on,  by  beccmmg 
'  Inble  for    whatever  debts    I    (hou:d 

*  contract.     I  approved  ot  this  i.heme, 
'  towaids  tlie  execution  of  >*i)ich   my 
4  companion     clubbed    her    wardrobe, 
4  and  tin  l<  i  took  to  live  with  me  m  qua- 
'   Jily  i;f     my   maid,     with   the  piovilo 
4   that   the  fliould   be  reimburse),     and 
4  hantii'jiiK-iy  coniidered  out  of  the  pro- 
'   fits  of  my  fuccefs.      tihe  was  inune- 
'  diattiy    detached    to    look  out    for  a 

*  convenient  place,  and   that   very   diy 
'  hiied    a   genteel    apartment    in  Park 

*  Street,  whither   I    moved   in  a  coach 
4  loaded  with  her  baggage  and  my  own. 
4  I  made  my  hilt  appearance  in  a  blue 


1  lidmg-habit  trimmed  with  filvci;  and 
'  my  m.iid  ailed  her  part  fo  artfully, 
'  that  in  a  day  or  two  my  fame  was 
i  over  the  neighbourhood, 
4  :u,d  1  V.MS  laid  io  be  a  rich  1 
'  jmt  ai  rived  fi.jin  tiie  country.  This 
4  icpoit  biought  a  fwjrm  of  g.^y  young 
'  fellows  about  me;  but  1  loon  found 
4  them  outfo  be  all  indigent  adventurers 
4  like  myfclf,  who  ciouded  to  me  like 
4  crows  to  a  canion,  with  a  view  of 
'  preying  upon  my  fortune.  I  -main. 
'  tained,  however,  the  appearance  of 
4  wealth  ;is  long  as  pollible,  in  hopes  of 
4  gaining  Ibme  admirer  more  for  my 
4  puipolej  and  at  length  attracted  the 
*  regard  of  one  who  would  have  fatis- 
4  fied  my  wilhes;  and  managed  matters 
'  to  well,  that  a  day  was  actually  fixed 
4  for  our  nupiials.  In  the  interim,  he 
4  begged  leave  to  introduce  an  intimate 
4  friend  to  me;  \vluih  requelf,  as  I 
4  could  not  refufe,  I  had  the  extreme 
'  in  .1  tili<_.aiun  and  lurprize,  to  fee  next 
4  night,  in  that  friend,  my  old  keeper 
'  Horatioj  who  no  foonei  beheld  me, 
4  than  he  changed  colour,  but  had 
4  pretence  of  mind  to  advance  and  fa- 
4  lute  me,  bidding  me,  wiih  a  low 
4  voice,  be  under  no  apprdienlion,  for 
4  he  would  not  expofe  me.  In  fpite  of 
4  this  atfurancc,  I  could  not  recover 
4  mykif  fo  far  as  to  enteitain  them, 
4  but  withdrew  to  my  chamber  on  pre- 
4  tence  ot  a  feteie  head- ache,  to  the  no 
4  (ID  ill  concem  of  my  adorer,  whotoolc 
4  in*  leave  in  the  tendered  manner,  and 
4  went  oft"  with  his  friend. 

4  Having  imparted  my  fituntion  to 
4  my  companion,  me  found  it  high 
4  time  for  us  to  tl  camp,  and  that 
4  without  any  noi.'e,  btc>ufe  we  were 
4  not  only  indebted  to  our  landlady, 
4  but  alto  to  1:  vei..l  tiadclmen  in  the 
4  neighbourhood.  Our  retreat,  theie- 
4  fore,  was  concerted  and  executed 
4  in  tins  manner:  hiving  packed  up 
4  all  our  cloaths  and  movcables  in  fmall 
4  parcels,  (lie  (on  pretence  of  fetching 
4  contKili  11.  i  me)  c,.rned  them,  at  leve- 
4  1..!  tmus,  to  the  houlc  of  an  ac- 
4  quamtance,  where  (he  likewise  pro- 
4  cmed  a  lodging;  to  winch  we  re- 
4  tired  in  tlu  middle  of  the  night, 
4  when  every  other  body  in  the  houte. 
4  was  adet-p.  I  was  now  oliiiged  to 
4  ami  at  lower  ^nif,  and  accordingly 
4  fpicaJ  my  nets  smong  trades  people j 
4  but  fouiul  liicm  all  too  phlegmatic 
4  or  cautious  for  my  ait  and  attnc- 
M  2  •  tionsj 
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tionsj  till  at  !aft  I  became  acquaint- 
\-d  with  you,  on  whom  I  p raft i led  all 
my  dexterity;  not  that  1  believed 
you  had  any  fortune,  or  expedition 
of  one,  but  tlm  I  might  transfer  the 
burden  of  fiich  debts  as  I  had  in- 
curred, orOjould  contract,  from  my- 
felf  to  another,  and  at  th'e  fame  time 
avenge  my  felt'  of  your  fex,  by  ren- 
dering milerahle  one  who  bore  fuch 
refemblarue  to  the  wretch  who  ruin- 
ed nrfe:  but  Heaven  pr-ferved  you 
from  my  fnares,  by  the  difcovery  you 
mu.if,  which  was  owing  to  the  neg- 
ligence of  my  maid  in  leaving  the 
chamber -door  unlocked,  when  (he 
went  to  buy  fugar  for  breakfall. 
The  perfbn  in  bed  with  me  was  a 
gentleman  whom  I  had  allured  the 
niglu  before  as  he  walked  home- 
ward pretty  much  elevated  with  li- 
quor; for  by  this  time  my  condition 
was  io  low,  that  I  was  forced  to  turn 
out  in  ;hc  iwilight  to  the  Hreets,  in 
hopes  of  prey.  When  I  found  my- 
felf  deiecied  and  forfaken  t>y  you,  I 
was  fain  to  move  my  lodgings,  and 
dwell  two  pair  of  ftvr.rs  higher  than 
before.  My  companion  being  dil- 
appointed  in  her  expe£tations,  left  me, 
to  trade  upon  her  own  bottom,  and  I 
had  no  other  refource,  than  to  ven- 
ture forth,  like  the  owls,  in  the  dark, 
to  pick  up  a  precarious  and  uncom- 
fortable fubfiitence.  I  have  often 
fauntered  between  Ludgate  Hill  and 
Charing  Crofs,  a  whole  winter-night, 
expoltd  not  only  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  but  likewife  to  the 
rage  of  hunger  and  thirft,  without 
being  fo  happy  as  to  meet  with  one 
cully 5  then  creep  up  to  my  garret, 
in  a  deplorable,  draggled  condition, 
foeak  to  bed,  and  try  to  bijry  my  ap- 
petite and  fonows  in  fleep.  When 
I  lighted  on  fome  rake  or  tradefman 
teeling  home  drunk,  I  frequently 
fuflbred  the  molt  brutal  treatment,  in 
fpite  of  which  I  was  obliged  to  affect 
gaiety  and  good-humour,  though  my 
foul  was  ftung  with  refentrnent  and 
tiifdain,  and  my  heart  loaded  with 
grief  and  affliction.  In  the  courie 
of  thefe  noelmnal  adventures,  I  v/as 
infecled  with  the  difeafe,  that  in  a 
f}iqrt  time  rendered  me  the  obje«5l  of 
my  own  abhorrence,  and  drove  me 
to  the  retreat  where  your  benevo- 

f  leiice  refc^ed  me  from.'  the  jaws  of 

f  death.' 


So  much  candour  and  good-fenfe  ap- 
peared in  this  lady's  narration,  that  I 
made  no  fcruple  of  believing  every  fyl- 
lable  of  what  fhe  had  faid;  and  ex- 
preffed  my  aitonifhment  at  the  variety 
of  miferies  (lie  had  undergone,  in  fo 
little  time;  for  all  her  misfortunes  had 
happened  within  the  compafs  of  two 
ye -MS.  I  compared  her  fituation  with 
iny  own,  and  (ound  it  a  thouland  times 
more  wretched:  I  had  endured  hard- 
fliips,  'tis  true;  my  whole  life  had 
been  a  feries  of  i'uch;  and  when  I 
looked  forward,  the  profpect  was  not 
miuh  bettered;  but  then  they  were  be- 
come habitual'to  me,  and  confequently 
I  could  bear  them  with  lefs  difficulty. 
If  one  fcheme  of  lifV  (hould  not  fuc- 
ceed,  I  could  have  rtcourfe  to  another, 
and  fo  to  a  third,  \-eerinjr  about  to  a 
thoulanri  different  fi;  f's,  .iccord'.ig  to 
the  emergencies  of  my  fate,  wi-hout 
forfeiting  the  dignity  of  my  r hara&er, 
beyond  a  power  of  retrieving  i;,  or 
fubte&ing  myfelf  wholly  to  the  caprice 
and  barbarity  of  the  world.  On  the 
other  hand,  Ihe  had  known  and  reliih- 
ed  the  (weets  of  profperity;  (he  had 
been  brought  up  unde.  the  wings  of 
an  indulgent  parent,  in  all  the  delica- 
cies to  which  ;ier  fex  and  rank  entitled 
her;  and  wjthout  any  extravagance  of 
hope,  entertained  herielf  with  the  view 
of  uninterrupted  happinefs  through  the 
whole  fcene  of  life.  How  fatal,  then, 
how  tormenting,  how  intolerable,  muft 
her  revtrfe  of  fortune  '•*!  a  reverfe, 
that  not  only  robs  her  of  thefe  external 
comforts,  and  plunges  her  into  all  the 
mi  (tries  of  want,  but  alfo  murders  her 
peace  of  mind,  and  entails  upon  hei 
the  curfe  of  eternal  infamy!  Of  all 
profeflions,  I  pronounced  that  of  a  cour- 
tez.in  the  moft  deplorable;  and  her,  of 
all  courtezans,  the  moft  unhappy.  She 
allowed  ray  obfervation  to  be  juft  in 
the  main,  but  at  the  fame  time  affirm- 
ed, that  notwithstanding  the  difgraces 
which  had  fallen  to  her  (hare,  (lie  had 
not  been  fo  unlucky  in  the  condition 
of  a  proftitute  as  many  others  of  the 
fame  community.  '  I  have  often  feen,' 
faid  (he,  '  while  I  ftrolled  about  the 
ftreets  at  midnight,  a  number  of 
naked  wretches,  reduced  to  rags  and 
filth,  huddled  together  like  fwine,  in 
the  corner  of  a  dark  alley;  fome  of 
whom,  but  eighteen  months  be-fore, 
I  had  known  the  favourites  of  the 
town,  rolling  in  affluence,  and  glit- 
<  tering 
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'  teiinj;  in  all   the  pomp  of  equipage 
'   and  dri-ls.*     And   indeed  the  i,. 
tion     is    ealilv      iin.Lt  ivtii:     the    molt 
;  m  of    the  town  is  as 

liable  to  contagion  as  one  in  a  much 
humbler  Iphere;  flic  inftfts  her  ad- 
miiers,  her  foliation  is  j>ublick;  flic  i» 
avoided,  neglected,  unable  to  lupport 
IKT  iil"ii:il  :•  ju-.ir  nice,  which  however 
(he  Itnvcs  to  maintain  as  long  as  pof- 
fible;  her  credit  fails,  flic  is  obliged  to 
retrench,  and  become  a  night-walker; 
lici  m.il.uly  gains  ground,  flu  tampers 
with  her  constitution,  and  ruins  it; 
her  complexion  fades,  (he  grows  nau- 
feous  to  every  body,  rinds  herfclf  re- 
duced tn  a  it  irving  condition,  is  temp- 
ed to  pick  p  ckets,  is  detected,  com- 
mitted to  Newgate,  whcie  (he  remains 
in  a  mikrahle  condition,  till  llie  is  dil- 
charged  becauie  the  plaintiff  will  not 
appear  to  profecute  her.  Nobody  will 
afford  her  lodging,  the  lyinptoms  of 
her  diftemper  are  grown  outrageous, 
(he  furs  to  be  admitted  into  an  hofpi- 
tal,  where  (he  is  cuied  at  the  expence 
of  her  nofe;  (he  is  turned  out  naked 
:  (tree's,  depends  upon  the  ad- 
of  the  loweft  clafs,  is  fain  to 
allay  the  ray.e  of  hunger  and  cold  with 
gin,  dtgfiur.rts  into  a  brutal  infenfi- 
biliiy,  rots  and  dit<  upon  a  dunghill. 
Miierable  wretch  that  I  am,  peihaps 
the  fame  horrors  are  decreed  for  me! 
— No,'  cried  (he,  after  fome  paufe, 
I  ma!1  never  live  to  fuch  an  extremity 
of  diltrefb!  my  own  hand  (hall  open 
a  way  for  my  deliverance,  before  I 
arrive  at  that  forlorn  period!'  Her 
condition  filled  me  with  lympathy  and 
compaflion;  I  revered  her  qualifica- 
tions, looked  upon  her  as  unfortunate, 
not  criminal,  and  attended  her  with 
fuch  care  and  fuccefs,  that  in  lefs  than 
two  months,  her  health,  as  well  as  my 
own,  was  perfeclly  re-t(tablimed.  As 
we  often  conferred  upon  our  mutual 
affairs,  and  interchanged  advice,  a 
thoufand  different  projects  were  form-, 
ed,  which  upon  farther  canvafling  ap- 
peared impracticable.  We  would  have 
gladly  gone  to  lei  vice;  but  who  would 
take  us  in  without  a  recommendation? 
At  length  an  expedient  occurred  to  her, 
of  which  (he  intended  to  lay  hold;  and 
this  was,  to  procure  with  the  firlt 
money  (he  could  earn,  the  homely  garb 
of  a  country  wench,  go  to  fome  village 
at  a  good  diftance  from  town,  and  come 
up  in  a  waggon,  as  a  fiefh  girl  for 


fervice;  by  which  means  (lie  might  be 
pioviU-d  tor  in  a  manner  mucli  more 
luii.ible  to  her  inclination,  than  her 
picknt  way  of  life. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

I  AM  REDUCED  TO  GREAT  MISKRT 
— ASSAULTED  ON  TOWER-HILL 
BY  A  PRESS  GANG,  WHO  PUT 
ME  ON  BOARD  A  TENDER  —  MY 

USAGE   THERF UY   ARRIVAL  OM 

BOARD  OF  THE  THUNDER  MAN 
OK  WAR,  WHERE  I  AM  PUT  IN 
IRONS,  AND  AFTERWARDS  RE- 
LEASED BY  THE  GOOD  OFFICES 
OF  MR.  THOMSON,  WHO  RE 
COMMENDS  ME  AS  ASSISTANT 
TO  THE  SURGEON — HE  RELATES 
HIS  OWN  STORY,  AND  MAKES 
ME  ACQUAINTED  WITH  THK 
CHARACTERS  OF  THE  CAPTAIN, 
SURGEON,  AND  FIRST  MATE. 

I  Applauded  the  refolution  of  Mifs 
Williams;  who,  a  few  days  after, 
was  hired,  in  quality  of  bar-keeper,  by 
one  of  the  ladies  who  had  witiufled  in  her 
behalf  at  the  Marlhaliea,  and  who  fince 
that  time  had  got  credit  with  a  wine- 
merchant,  whole  favourite  (lie  was,  to 
fet  up  a  convenient  houfe  of  her  own. 
Thither  my  fellow- lodger  repaired, 
after  having  taken  leave  of  me  with  a 
torrent  ef  tears,  and  a  thoufand  pro- 
teftations  of  eternal  gratitude;  alluring 
me,  (he  would  remain  in  this  foliation 
no  longer  than  fhe  mould  pick  up 
money  iufficicnt  to  put  her  other  defign 
in  execution. 

As  for  my  own  part,  I  faw  no  re- 
fource  but  the  army  and  navy,  between 
which  I  helitated  fo  long  that  I  found 
myfelf  reduced  to  a  ftarvmg  condition. 
IVly  fpiiit  began  to  accommodate  itfelf 
to  my  beegaily  fate,  and  I  became  lo 
mean  as  to  go  down  towards  Wapping, 
with  an  intention  to  enquire  for  an  old 
(chool-fclli)w,  who  (1  ui'deittood)  had 
goi  the  command  of  a  Imall  coalting- 
vi-((el,  then  in  tiie  liver,  and  implore 
his  afiiftance.  Hut  my  dcitiny  pre- 
vented this  nbjeft  piece  of  behaviour; 
for  as  I  ciortcd  Tower  Wharf,  a  fquat 
t:i\Miy  fellow,  with  a  hanger  by  his 
fide,  and  a  cudgtl  in  his  hand,  came 
up  to  me,  calling,  '  Yo,  ho!  brother, 
1  you  mull  come  along  with  me.'  A» 
1  did  not  like  his  appearance,  inltead 

of 
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cf  anfwering  his  falutation,  I  quick- 
ened my  pace,  in  hopetof  ridding  my- 
felf  of  his  company;  upon  which  he 
whiltled  aloud,  and  immediately  ano- 
ther failor -appeared  before  me,  who 
laid  hold  of  me  by  the  collar,  and  be- 
gan  to  drag  me  along.  Not  being  of 
a  humour  to  relifh  fuch  treatment,  I 
tiifeitgagf  d  myfelf  of  the  aflailant,  and 
with  one  blow  of  my  cudgel  laid  him 
motionlefs  on  the  ground j  and  per- 
ceiving myi'elf  iurrounded  in  a  trice, 
by  ten  or  a  dozen  more,  exerted  my  is  If 
with  fuch  dexterity  and  fuccefs,  that 
lome  of  my  opponents  were  fain  to 
attack  me  with  drawn  cutbflesj  and 
after  an  obftinate  engagement,  in  which 
I  received  a  large  wound  on  my  hea<l, 
and  another  on  my  left  chetk,  I 
was  difarmed,  taken  pnioner,  and 
carried  on  board  a  prcfling  tender; 
where,  after  being  pinioned  like  a  ina- 
)ffa£lor,  I  was  thruit  down  into  the 
liold,  among  a  parcel  of  milcrable 
v-retches,  the  fight  of  whom  well  nigh 
diltrafled  me.  As  the  commanding 
officer  had  not  humanity  enough  to 
Older  my  wounds  to  be  drefled,  and  I 
could  not  ule  my  cwn  hands,  I  deiired 
one  of  my  fellow  captives  who  was 
unfettered,  to  take  a  handkerchief  out 
of  my  pocket,  and  tie  it  round  inyjuad 
to  flop  the  bleeding.  He  pullctl  <>ut 
my  handkerchief,  tis  true,  but  mltead 
cf  applying  it  to  the  ule  for  which  I 
defigned  it,  went  to  the  grating  of  the 
hatchway,  and,  with  altonid.mg  com- 
pofure,  fold  it  before  my  face  to  a 
bum-boat  woman*,  then  on  board,  for 
a  quai  t  of  gin,  with  which  he  treated 
jny  companions,  regardlefs  of  my  cir- 
cumliances  and  entreaties. 

I  complained  bitterly  of  this  robbery, 
to  the  midfhipman  on  deck,  telling  him 
at  the  fame  time,  that  unlefs  my  hurts 
were  dreffed,  I  fhould  bleed  to  death. 
But  comi-aiTion  was  a  weaknels  of 
which  no  man  could  juiHy  accufe  this 
perlbnj  who,  fquirting  a  mouthful  of 
diffolved  tobacco  upon  me  through  the 
gratings,  told  me,  I  was  a  mutinous 
dog,  and  that  I  might  die  and  be 
damned.  Finding  there  was  no  o- 
ther  remedy,  I  appealed  to  patience, 
and  laid  up  this  ulage  in  my  memory, 
to  be  recalled  at  a  fitter  feafon.  In  the 
inean  time,  loib  of  blood,  vexation,  and 


want  of    food,    contributed,  with    the 
noifome  ftench  of  the  place,  to  throw 
me  into  a.fwoon;   out  of  which  I  wis 
recovered  by  a  tweak  of  the  nole,  ad- 
minifteredby  the  tar  who  flood  centinel 
over  us,  who  at  the  fame  time  regaled 
me  with  a  draught  of  flip,  and  comfort- 
ed me  with  the  hopes  of  being   put  on 
board   the   Thunder  next  day,    where 
I  mould  be  freed  of  my  handcuffs,  and 
cured  of  my    wounds  by  the  doclor. 
I  no  fooner  heard  him  name  the  Thun- 
der, than  I  alked,  if  he  had  belonged 
to  that  fliip  long;   and  he  giving  me  to 
underliand  he  h:id  belonged  to  her  five 
years,  I  enquired  it  he  knew  Lieutenant 
Bowling.      '   Know   Lietuenant  Bow- 
ling,' faid  he;  '  odds  my  life!    and 
that  I  do;  and   a  good  (eaman  he  is, 
as  ever  (tept  upon  forecaitle,  and  a 
brave  fellow  as  ever  crackt  bifket; 
none  of   your  guinea  pigs,   nor  JOM- 
frtfh  water,  wiihy  waihy,   fair  wea- 
ther fowls.     Many  a  taught  gale  of 
wind  has  hontlt  Tom  Bowling  and 
I    weathered    together.     Heir's     his 
health  with  all  my  heart,    wherever 
he   is,  a-loft  01  a-low,  in  heaven  or 
in  hell,   all's  one  for  thru — he  needs 
not  be  afhamed  to  fhew  himfeH.'     I 
was  ib  muchafflcle'.l  with  thiseulogium, 
that  I  could  not  refrain  from  telling 
him  that  I  was  Lieutenant  Bowling's 
kinfman;    in    conflquence    of    which 
connection  he  exprcfied   an  inclination 
to  lerve  me,  and  when  he  was  relieved, 
brought  fome  cold    boiled   beef   in    a 
plaiter,  and  bilcuit,  on  which  we  fup- 
ped  plentifully,  and  afterwards  drank 
another  cann  of   flip  together.     While 
we  were  thus  engaged,  he  recounted  a 
great  many  exploits  of  my  uncle,  who, 
I    found,      was    very    much    beloved 
by    the    (hip's    company,    and    pitied 
for  the  misfortune    that  happened    to 
him  in  Hifpaniola,  which  I  was  very 
glad  to  be  informed  was  not  fo  great 
as  I  imagined}    for  Captain  Oakhutn 
had  recovered  of  his  wounds,  and  ac- 
tually at  that  tune  commanded  vhe  (hip. 
Having,  by  accident,  in  my  pocket,  my 
uncle's  letter,  written  from  Port  Louis, 
I  give  it  my  btnefa&or,  whofe  name 
was  JackRattlin,  for  his  perufal;  but 
honelt  Jack  told  me  fiankly  he  cuuld 
not  lead,  and  dcfired  to  know  the  con- 
tents,}   which  I  immediately    commu- 


*  A  bum-boat  woman  is  one  who  fells  bread,  cheefe,  greens,  liquour,  and  frefh  pro- 
Vifions,  to  the  Tailors,  in  a  fniall  boat  that  lies  along-fids  the  fbip. 

nicated} 
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when  he  heard    tliat    part  of 
it,    in  winch    he  la>s  he  had    writ  to 
•.dlurd  in  I)  Body 

s  old  Ben  Block!   he 
,«  was   ilc.nl    l». lore  the  letter  came  to 

.livr, 

•  1,10;  v|jnu  would  have  had 

•  ii  to  icnlk  lo  long.     Honeft 

«    l',.n  lii  It    man    th;it   taught 

•id  (leer.      Well, 

ir.ull  .ill  die,   that's  certain; 

4    we  limit   all  come  in  port,  looner  or 

4    later,    .it   lea  <  r  on   fhoic;    we  mull 

i  one  day;  death's  like 

•  the  btll  bower  anchor,   as  the  laying 

>;  will  bring  us  all  up.'  1  could 
not  hut  fignify  my  appiobation  of  the 
jultnel'o  of  Jack's  reflections;  ami  i  n 

i  into  tile  occulion  of  the  qviincl 
n  Captain  O.ikhum,  and  my 
uncle;  which  he  explained  in  tins  man- 
ner. '  Captain  O.ikhum,  to  be  fure, 
'  is  a  good  man  enough;  befides,  he's 
4  my  commander;  Hut  what's  that  to 

'  I  do  my  duty,  and  value  no 
1  m.in's  anger  of  a  lope's  end.  Now 
4  the  lepoit  go.-s,  as  how  he's  a  lord's 

•  or  baron  knight's  brother,   whereby, 
'   ri'ye  fee  me,   he  carries   a  Hrait  arm, 
'   and  keeps  aloof   from    hjs    officers, 

•  thof,    may  hap,  they  may  be  as  good 

•  nun   iti   the  main   as   he.     Now    we 
'   lying  at  anchor  in   Tuberoon  JJw, 
'  Lieutenant  Bowling   had  the  middle 
4  watch,  and  as  he  alwavs  kept  a  good 
4   look-out,  he  made,    d'ye  lee,    time 
'   lights  in  the  offing,   whereby   he  ran 
'  down    to    the  great   cabin  for  orders, 

•  and  found  the  captain  afleep;  wli'j-e- 

•  upon  he  waked    him,   which  put  him 
4   in  a  main  high  portion,  wnd  lie  I  wo  re 
4  woundily  at  the  lieutenant,  and  call- 
1  f.l  liim  lotify  S  :otch  ion  of  a  whore, 
4    (tor  I   being    then    centind    in    the 
'  Itrtra^e,    heard   all)  ,  and 
'   lubber,    wheu-by    tin-   li.-uieiiant  re- 
4   turned   the    lalute,    and    they  jawed 

•  together  fore    arid  aft  a  good  Ipell, 
'   till   at   ialt    the    captain   turned 

4  and  l.i)ii)^  hold  of    a  rittan,    came 

4    atluvait      Ml.       BuwllUi'/S      qniit.-i; 

4  wheiehy  he  toll)   tlif  captain,  thut   it 

4  he  was  not  his  coinniHuder,  he  would 

4  ht.ivt-  him  over  !>oaid,  and  demanded 

4  l.itis)  i.-tmii   ,ifii  .n-j    wiuitby    in   the 

4  morning    watch,    the    captain    went 

4  aflioiv  in  the  piuii.u'e,  and  ultrrwards 

'  the    lu-utfiiaiit    tan  i  .1   ih-  t  u 

4  Ihorepanu  /o  ;'  .-i;  the  boats 

4  cictv*  on  their  o.us,  \\int   away   tu- 


'  petherj  anr!  fo,  d'ye  f«,  in  lr!f 
4  thin  aquaiter  of  an  hour  we  ' 
'  firing,  whereby  we  made  for  the 
'  place,  and  found  the  npfuin  ly'iTg 
'  wounded  on  the  beach,  anil  lb  brought 
4  him  on  board  to  the  d  ftor,  who 
4  i  nail  him  in  left  th:>n  fix  wrek-3. 
4  Hut  the  licutrnant  <l<pr  on  .«li  the 
'  tail  h«  could  bear,  and  had  pot  far 
•-  we  knew  any 

'  tiling  of  the  matt-i  ;  (i>  that  we  could 
'  never  after  gei  fight  of  him,  for  which 
'  we  were  not  Co  try,  becaufe  the  cap- 
4  r.iin  wo*  mainly  wroth,  and  would 
4  ceitainly  have  done  him  a  mifchiefj 
'  for  he  afterwards  cauled  him  to  be 
*  run  on  the  (hip's  books,  whereby  he 
'  loll  all  his  pay,  and  if  he  IhoulJ 
4  he  taken,  would  be  Ctied  as  a  deftr- 
4  ter.' 

This  account  of  the  captain's  beha- 
viour gave  me  no  advantageous  idea  of 
• ,  and  I  could  not  help  la- 
menting my  own  fate,  that  had  fub- 
jedted  me  to  fuch  a  commander.  How- 
ever, making  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  1  put 
a  good  face  on  the  matter,  and  next 
d»y  was  with  the  other  preiTed  men  put 
on  board  of  the  Thunder  lying  at  rhe 
Nore.  When  we  came  alon^-t'H?,  rhe 
mate  who  guarded  us  thither,  ordtieJ 
mv  handcuffs  to  be  taken  ofF,  that  I 
might  ge\  on  board  the  tafier;  this  cii  - 
cunr.t.nice  bcino;  perceived  by  fome  r-f 
the  company  who  Itood  upon  the  ganr;- 
boards  to  tee  us  enter,  one  of  tsiem 
called  to  Jack  Rattlin,  who  was  buHed 
in  .  dom^  tins  friendly  olnce  for  me, 
4  Hey,  Jack,  what  Newgate  galley  hav; 
4  you  hoarded  in  the  liver  ^s  you  came 
?  l!::ve  we  not  thiex-es  enow 
1  among  us  already?'  Another,  ob- 
(erving  my  wounds,  which  remained 
ex  poled  to  the  air,  told  me  n;y  le.nr» 
wi-ic  uncaulked,  and  that  I  rn.-iit  be 
new  pa>e.l.  A  third,  feeing  my  hnir 
clo<ted  logi'tlier  with  blood,  as  it  were 
inio  diltind  cords,  took  notice  that  irv 
bows  were  in.inncd  with  the  red  ropes 
of  my  fide.  A  fourth  alkv>l 
in  if  I  could  not  keep  mv  yard  Iqviare 
without  iron  brakes.  And,  in  fhort,  a 
thousand  v.  itticifms  of  the  lame  nature 
were  pa  (Ted  upon  me,  Irt'-v  [  could 
get  up  the  fjjip'»  lide.  A'itr  we  had 
been  ail  entered  upon  the  (hip's  books, 
I  enquired  of  one  of  mv  fliip-mius 
where  (lie  furgeon  wa«,  that  [  m'i;'it 
havj  my  wounds  dn-fll'd,  an, I  h 
lually  got  us  far  as  liu-  middb  deck, 

(foe 
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(for  our  (hip  carried  eighty  guns)  in 
my  way  to  the  cock-pit,  when  I  was 
met  by  the  fame  midfliipman  who  had 
ufed  me  fo  barbaroufly  in  the  tender: 
he  feeing  me  free  from  my  chains, 
aflced,  with  an  infolent  air,  who  had 
releafedme.  Tothisqueftion  I  fooiifhly 
ani'wered,  with  a  countenance  that  too 
plainly  declared  the  ftate  of  my 
thoughts,  *  Whoever  did  it,  I  am  per- 

*  f'uaded,  did  not  confult  you-in  the  af- 
'  fair.'    I  had  no  fooner  uttered  thefe 
words,  than  he  cried,  '  Damn  you,  you 

*  faucy  fon  of  a  bitch,   I'll  teach  you 
«  to  talk  fo  to  your  officer.'     So  faying, 
he  beftowed  on  me  feveral  fevere  (tripes 
with  a  fupple-jack  he  had  in  his  luncl; 
and  going  to  the  commanding  officer, 
made  fuch  a  report  of  ms,   that  I  was 
immediately  put  in  irons  by  the  mailer 
at  arms,  and  a  centinel  placed  over  me. 
Honeft  Rattlin,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of 
my  condition,   came  to  me,    and  ad- 
minittered  all  the  confolation  he  could, 
and  then  went  to  the  iurgeon  in   my 
behalf,    who  fent  one  of  his  mates  to 
dreis  my  wounds.     This  mate  was  no 
other  than  my   old  friend  Thomfon, 
with  whom  I  became  acquainted  at  the 
Navy  Office,  as  before-mentioned.     If 
I  knew  him  at  firft  fight,  it  was  not 
eafy  for  him  to  recognize  me,  disfigured 
with  blood  and  dirt,  and  altered  by  the 
mifery  I    had    undergone.     Unknown 
as  I  was  to  him,   he  furveyed  me  with 
looks  of  compaltion,   and  handled  my 
fores  with  great  tendernefs.     When  he 
had  applied   what  he  thought  proper, 
and  was  about  to  leave  me,  I  a  iked  him 
if  my  misfortunes  had  difguifed  me  fo 

'much,  that  he  could  not  recollect  my 
face.  Upon  this  addrefs,  he  obferved  me 
with  great  earnellnefs  for  fome  time,  and 
at  length  protefted  he  could  notrecolleft 
one  feature  of  my  countenance.  To  keep 
him  no  longer  in  fufpenfe,  I  told  him 
my  name;  which  when  he  heard,  he 
embraced  me  with  affection,  and  pro- 
fefled  his  forrow  in  feeing  me  in  fuch  a 
difagreeable  fuuation.  I  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  my  (lory,  and  when  he 
heard  how  inhumanly  I  had  been  ufed 
in  the  tender,  he  left  me  abruptly,  af- 
furing  me  I  fliould  fee  him  again  foon. 
I  had  fcarce  time  to  wonder  at  his  fup- 
den  departure,  when  the  mailer  at  arms 
came  to  the  place  of  my  confinement, 
and  bade  me  follow  him  to  the  quarter- 
deck, where  I  was  examined  by  the 
firlt  lieutenant  who  commanded  the 


(hip  in    the   abfence   of   the    captain, 
touching  the  treatment  I  had  received 
in  the  tender  from  my  friend  the  mid- 
fhipman,  who  was  prefent  to  confront 
me.     I  recounted  the  particulars  of  his 
behaviour  to  me,  not  only  in  the  ten- 
der, but  fince  my  being  on  board  the 
(hip,    part  of  which  being  proved  by 
the  evidence  of  Jack  Rattlin  and  others, 
who  had  no  great  devotion  for  my  op- 
preflor,  I  was    difcharged    from    con- 
finement to  make  way.  for  him,   who 
was  delivered  to  the  mafter  at  arms   to 
take    his    turn   in    the   bilboes.     And 
this  was  not  the  only%fatisfac~lion  I  en- 
joyedj  for  I  was,  at  the  requefl  of  the 
Iurgeon,  exempted  from  all  other  duty, 
than  that  of  afllftingr  his  mates  in  ma- 
king and  adminifterine;  medicines  to  the 
fick.     This   good  office  I  owed  to  the 
friend/hip  of  Mr.    Thomfon,  who  had 
reprefented   me    in    fuch  a    favourable 
light  to  the  furgeon,  that  he  demanded 
me  of  the  lieutenant  to  fupply  the  place 
of  his  third  mate,  who  was  lately  dead. 
.When  I  had  obtained  this  favour,  my 
friend  Thomfon  carried  me  down  to  the 
cock-pit,  which  is  the  place  allotted  for 
the  habitation  of  the  furgeon's  mates: 
and  when  he  had  fhewn  me  their  birth, 
as  he  called  it,  I  was  filled  with  afto- 
nifhment  and  horror.    We  deicended  by 
divers  ladders  to  a  fpace  as   dark  as  a 
dungeon,  which  I  underflood  was  im- 
merfed  feveral  feet  under  water,  being 
immediately  above  the  hold.     I  had  no 
fooner   approached  this  dilmal   gulph, 
than  my  nofe  was  faluted   with  an  in- 
tolerable ftench  of  putrified  cheef'e  and 
rancid  butter,  that  ifl'ued  from  an  apart- 
ment at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  reiem- 
bling  a  chandler's  (hop;  where,  by  the 
faint  glimmering  of  a  candle,    I  could 
perceive  a    man    with  a    pale    meagre 
countenance,   fitting  behind  a  kind  of 
defk,  having  fpe&ales  on  his  nole,  and  a 
pen  in  his  hand.  This,  I  learned  of  Mr. 
Thomfon,  was  the  fhip's  (teward,  who 
fat  there  to  dillribute  provifion  to  the  fe- 
veral mefles,  and  to  mark  what  each  re- 
ceived. He  therefore  preiented  my  name 
to  him,  and  delired  I  might  be  entered  in 
his  mefs;  then  takingaiioht  in  his  hand, 
conduced  me  to  the  place    of   his  rtfi- 
rlence,    which   was  a  fquare  of    about 
fix  feet,  furrounded  with  the  medicine - 
cheft,  that  cf  the  firft   mate,  his  own, 
and  a  board    by  way  of  table  Aliened 
to  the  after-powder  room;    it  was  alfo 
incloftd  with  canvas  nailed  round  to 

the 
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ams  of  the  fliip,    to  (Vreen  us 

,!d,  as  wdl  as  from  the  view 

midlhipmen  and  qu.irtei  ••  matters, 

!    within    ii'.^   cable    t; 
each  fide  of   us      In  t,  m  m- 

fion,  h*  entertained  me  with  fom  cold 
fait  jKJik,  which  he  brought  trom  a 
fort  of  locker,  fixed  above  the  tab!<  ; 
and,  calling  for  ihe  boy  (.f  the  mefs, 
fent  for  a  cann  of  beer,  of  which  he 
made  excellent  flip  to  crown  the  b.n- 
<juet.  By  tins  time  I  began  to  re- 
cover my  fpirits,  which  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly deprefT-d  with  the  appearance 
of  every  thing  about  me,  and  could 
no  longer  refrain  from  nfking  the  par- 
ticulars of  Mr.  Thomfon's  fortune, 
fince  I  had  feen  him  in  London.  He 
told  me  that,  being  difappc  ir.ted  in 
his  expectations  of  borrowing  money 
to  gratify  the  rapacious  f — t— ry  at  the 
Navy  Office,  he  found  himiclf  utterly 
unable  to  fuhfilt  ary  longer  in  town, 
and  had  actually  offered  his  fervi.e,  in 
quality  of  mate,  to  the  furgeon  of  a 
merchant's  (hip  bound  to  Guinea  on 
the  Having  trade;  when  one  morning, 
a  young  fellow,  of  whom  he  had  Ibme 
acquaintance,  c.ime  to  his  loggings, 
and  informed  him,  that  he  had  teen  a 
warrant  made  out  in  his  name  at  the 
Office,  for  1'urgeon's  fecond  mate 
of  a  third  rate.  This  unexpected  piece 
of  good  news  he  could  fcarcely  be- 
lieve to  be  true;  more  efpecially,  as 
he  had  been  found  qualified  at  Sur- 
geon's Hall  fi-r  third  mate  only; 
but  that  he  might  not  be  wanting  to 
him  (elf,  he  went  thither  to  be  aflined, 
and  actually  found  it  fo.  Where- 
upon, demanding  his  warrant,  it  was 
delivered  to  him,  and  the  oaths  admini- 
itered  immediately.  That  very  af- 
ternoon, he  went  to  Graveft-nd  in  the 
tilt  boat,  from  whence  he  took  a  place 
in  the  tide-coach  for  Rocheliei ;  next 
morning  got  on  board  the  Thunder, 
for  which  he  was  appointed,  then  ly- 
ing in  the  harbour  jt  Chatham;  and 
thefamed,i\  tered  by  the  clerk 

of  the  checque.  And  well  it  was  for 
him,  that  fuch  expedition  was  ufed; 
for  in  lels  than  twelve  hours  after  his 
arrival,  another  William  Thomlbn 
came  on  board,  affirming  that  he  was 
the  perfon  for  whom  the  warrai, 
expeciiied,  and  that  the  othrr  was  an 
impoltor.  My  friend  was  gnevoufly 
alarmed  at  this  accident;  the  mou-  io, 
as  his  name-like  had  very  much  the  ad- 
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vantage      vrr  him,    both  in   afi~>, 

ami  drcfs. 

fiit    of   the  luf;i  '  (  n  ul    in  |> -ilure,    he 

i    letters  wru:en 
Scotland  r  '  him  m  tli  it  name,  and  re- 

•ing  (hit  his  indentures  v 
a  box  on  board,  he  brought  them  up, 
and  convinced  all   prefcnt  that   he  had 
:  a  n:nne  which  did  not  he- 
long  to  him.     His  compete-  ! 
that   they  fliould   hefitate  in  doing  him 
jultict,  (for,  to  be  Cure,  the  warrant  had 
been  deligned   for  him)  behaved  with 
fo  much  indecent  hear,  that  the  com- 
manding officer,    (who   was   the  fame 
gentleman  I  had  feen)  r.nd  the  furgcon, 
who   were   offended    at   his    prefump- 
tion,   and  making  a  point  of  it  with 
their  friends   in  town,    in  Itfs  than  a 
week  got  (he  firtl  confirmed  in  his  ffa- 
tion.     '  I   have  been  on  board,'    faid 
he,  '  ever  fince,    and  as   this    way  of 
life  is  become  familiar  to  me,    have 
no  caule  to  complain  of  my  fituation. 
The  furgeon  is  a  good-natured  indo- 
lent man;  the  firii  mate,  wlio  is  now 
on  (here  on  duty,  is  indeed  a  little 
proud  and  cholei  ick,  as  all  Welchmen 
are,   but  in  the  main,    a  friendly  ho- 
neft  fellow.     The  litutenants  I  have 
no  concern    with;    and    as    for    the 
captain,  he  is   too  much  of  a  gentle- 
man to  know  a  furgton's  mate  even 
1  by  fight.' 


CHAP.     XXV. 

THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  MR.  MORGAN" 
—  HIS  PRIDE,  DISPLEASURE.  AN» 
GENEROSITY — THE  OECONOMV 
OF  OUR  MESS  DESCRIBED  •  - 
THOMSON'S  FARTHER  FRIEND- 
SI:  IP—  THE  NATURE  OF  MY  DU- 
TY EXPLAINED — THE  SITUA- 
TION OF  THE  SICK. 

WHILE  he  was   thus  difcour'f- 
ing  to  me,    we  heard  a  voice 
on  the  cockpit-lauder,  pronounce  with 
great  vehemence,    in  a  rrrange  dialeft, 
The  devil  and  his  dam  blow  me  from 
the  top  of  Mouncndenny,  if  I  goto 
him  before  there  is  fon.ething  in  my 
pelly;  let  his  noie  be  as   veliow.    as 
fjffron,  or  9s  pine  as  a  pell,  look  you, 
or    green    as    a    leek,    'tis   all  one.* 
T    tins  declaration  fbmebody  anfwer- 
cil,  '  S.>  n  feems   my   poor  niels- mate 
'.  part  his  cable  for  want  of  a  lit- 
N  «  tie 
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'  tie  afliilance.     His    fore   top- fail    is 

loofe  already;  and  hefides,  the  doctor 

'   ordered   you   to  over-haul    liim;   but 

*  I  fee  you  don't  mind  what  your  ma- 
'  fter  fays.1 — Here  we  was  interrupted 
with,  '   Splunfer  and   ocns!   yon  loufy 
'  tog,     who    do    you   call   my  matter? 
'  get  you  gone  to  the  doctor,    and  tell 

*  him    my   birth,    and  education,  and 

*  my  abilities;    an;!  moreover,  my  b«- 
'   haviour    is  as    good  as  his,    or  any 
'  fhentleman's    (no    difparagement   to 
'   him)  in  the  whole  world.     Got  plefs 

*  my  i'bul!  cioes  he  think,   or  conceive, 
'  or  imagine,  that  I  am  a  horfe,   or  Tin 

*  afs,  or  a  :^fat,   to    trudge  backwards 
'   and     forwards,     and     upwards    and 
'   downwards,   and  by  fe.i  and  by  land, 
'  at   his  will    and   pleafurcs?  Go  your 
'   ways,  you  rapfcallmn,  and  tell  Doc- 
'  tor  Atkins,  that  I  deiire  and  requefr, 

*  that  he  will  give  a  look  upon  the  tying 
'   man,    and   oid-  r   fume-thing  for  him 

*  if  he  be  dead  or  alive,    nnd  1  will  fee 

*  him   take    it    by    and  by,    when  my 
'  craving    Honnch    is    fatiified,     look. 
'  you.'     At  this  tlie  other  went  away, 
faying,  that  if  they  would  ferve  hi  ri  fo 
when  he  WHS  dying,  by  G — d  he  would 
be  foul   of    them   in    the    other  world. 
Here  Mr.   Thornton  let  me  know  that 
the  perlbn  we  heard  was  Mr.  Morgan 
the  firtt  mate,  who  was  juft  come  on 
bodi'd    from  the    hofpital,    whither  he 
had  attended    (ome  of  the   fuk  in  the 
morning.     At  the  fame  time  I  faw  him 
come  into  the  birth.      He  was  a  fhort 
thick  man,  with  a  face  garn  idled  with 
pimple«,    a  fnub  noj'e  turned  up  at  the 
end,  an  exrelTive  wide  mouth,   and   lit- 
tle ritrry    ey.  s>    furroonded    with    fkin 
puckered  i>p  in  innumerable  wrinkles. 
My  friend   immediately  made  him  ac- 
quainted with   my  cai'e;    when  he  ie« 
gaided  me  with  a  very  lofty  look,    but 
without  ipeiiLrnj,    let  down  a  bundle 
he   hrtij   in   h;s   hand,    and    approached 
tlie  cupboard,  which  when  he  had  open- 
ed, he  exclaimed  in  a  great  pafilon,  '  Cot 
'   is  my  life!   all   the  pork  is  gone,  as 

*  I  am    a    clinltianP     Thornton    then 
gaie  him  to  undcrfiand,    that  as  I  had 
bttn  b  roue  lit  on    b^nrd  half  famiihed, 
he  could  Jo  no  lels   than   entertain   me 
wi  h  what  was   in   the  locker;    and  the 
rather,  as  he  had  bid  the  Reward  enter 
im  in  the   meis.     Whether  this  difap- 
j-.oinfment    made   Mr.    Morgan    ir.ore 
jtet'ifl)  than  ui'u.i!,  or  he  really  thought 
iiiffileh  too  little  regarded  by  his  fellow 


mate,  I  know  not,  but  after  fome  paufe 
he  went  on  in  this  msnner.  '  Mr. 
'  Thomfon,  perhaps  you  do  not  ufe 

*  me  with   all  the  good-manners,  and 
'  complaifance,  and  refpecl,  look  you, 
'  that  becomes  you,  becaufe  you  have 
'  not   vouchfafed   to    advife    with    me 
'  in  this  affair.     I  have,   in   my  time, 
'  look  you,  been  a  man  of  fome  weight 
'   and  (ubftance,  and  conlideration,  and 
'  have  kept  houfe  and  home,  and  paid 

*  fcot  and  lot,    and   the  king's  taxes; 

*  ay,  and  maintained  a  family  to  boot. 
'  And  moreover,  alfo,  I  am  your  fe- 
'  nior,  and  your  elder,  and  your  pet- 
'  ter,    Mr.     Thomfon.' — '  My   elder 
'  I'll  allow  you  to  be,  but  not  my  bet- 

*  ter,'  cried  Thomfon,  with  fome  heat. 
'   Cot  is  my  faviour,  and  witnel's  too,' 
faid    Morgan   with    great    vehemence, 
4  that  I  am  more  elder,  and  therefore 
(  morepetrerby  many  years  than  you.' 
Fearing  this  dilpute  might  be  attended 
with   fome   bad   confeqnence,    I   vnter- 
pofed,  and  told  Mr,    Morgan,    I  was 
very  forry  for  having  been  the  occafion 
of  any  difference  between   him  and  the 
fecond  mate;  and  that  rather  than  caufe 
the  lead  breach  in  their  good  under- 
Handing,  I  would  eat  my  allowance  by 
myfelf,  or  feek  admiflion  to  fome  other 
company.     But  Thomfon,  with  more 
fpirit  than    diicretion,    as    I  thought, 
in(ifted  upon  my  remaining  where  he 
had  appointed   me:  and  obferved,  that 
no    man    poffefied    of    generoiity    and 
companion,  would  have  any  objection 
to  it,    confidering    my   birth    and    ta- 
lents,   and   the    misfortunes    I   had  of 

late  fo  unjuftly  undergone.  This 
was  touching  Mr.  Moigan  on  the 
right  key;  who  protected  with  gr-;at 
earntftnefs,  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  my  being  received  in  the  ineis;  but 
only  complained,  that  the  ceremony 
cf  afking  his  content  was  not  observed. 
'  As  for  a  fhentleman  in  dilirefs,'  faid 
he.  fhak;ng  me  by  the  hand,  '  I  loie 
'  him  as  I  lofe  my  own  powels:  for, 
f  Cot  help  me!  I  have  had  vexations 
'  enougli  upon  my  own  pack.'  And 
as  I  afterwards  learned,  in  fo  laying,  he 
fpoke  no  more  than  what  was  true;  for 
he  had  been  once  fettied'in  a  very  good 
fituation  in  Glamorganfhire,  and  was 
ruined  by  being  fecurity  for  an  acquain- 
tance. All  d. fferences  being  compofed, 
he  untied  his  bundle,  which  confiitcd 
of  three  bunches  cf  onions,  and  a  great 
lump  of  Chefliire-cheefe  wrapt  up  in  a 

hand- 
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handkerchief;    anil  taking  Tome  bn  mi 

• 

ic,   inviting  us  to  a  (hare  of   the 

icpalt.     When  lie  had   fed    hvaitily  t>n 

his  homely  tare,   lie  filled  a  large  cup 

made  of  a  cocoa-nut  (hell,  with  hi 

and  drinking  it  off,    told   us,    piandy 

was  the  pelt  mcnrlmum  for  onion  and 

fheefe.     His   hunger    being    appeafed, 

he  began  to  he  in  better  humour;   and 

being  inquifitive  about  my   hiith,    no 

fooner  underlined  that  I  was  tlefcended 

of  a  good   family,   than   he  difcoveied 

a  particular  good  will   to  me  on  that 

account,  deducing  his  own  pedigree  in 

a  direct  line  fiom  the  famous  Caracla- 

cus  kins?  of  the  Britons,  who  was  firlt 

the  pi  i l«ner,   and  afterwards  the  friend 

of   Claudius  Csefar.     Perceiving  how 

much  I  was  reduced  in  point  of  linen, 

lie   made  me  a    prefenl    of   two  good 

ruffled  fhirts,  which,  with  two  more  of 

check    which    I   received    from    Mr. 

T)i  'tnfon,  enabled  me   to  appear  with 

decency.     Meanwhile  the  failor,  whom 

Mr.    Morgan  had  flnt  to  the  doctor, 

brought  a    prefcription    for   his  meis- 

niatej  which  when  the  Wdchman  li  •<! 

read,    he    got   up    to   prepare  it,    and 

aikrd    if    the  mnn  was   lead  or  alive. 

Dead!'     replied  J :;rk,    «  if    he  was 

dead,  he  would  have  no  occaiion  for 

doctor's  (tuff.     No,  thank, God,  death 

han't  as  yet  boarded  him,    but    they 

have    b«en    yard  arm  and  yai, 

thefe  three  glaiTes.' — '  Are  his  eyes 

open?'     continued  the  mate.  '  '   His 

Ihi board  e\e,'    faid  the  la: lor,    «  is 

open,  but  f.*ft  jamm'ci  in   his  headj 

and  tlie  haulysrds  of  his  under-j  iw 

have  given  way.' — '  Paffion  of  my 

heart!'  ciicd  Morgan,    '  the  man  is 

as   pad    as  one  would    do  fire    to   he! 

did  you  feel  his  pullls?'   To  this  the 

other    replied     with     '    Anan!'     Upon 

which  this  CJunbio  Briton,    witli 

:lne!b  and  humanity,  order-d  the 
tar  to  run  to  his  me  Is  mate,  and  ktep 
linn  .live  till  he  fhould  com.-  with  the 
medicine:  '  And  then,'  faid  he,  '  you 

*  (hall   peradventuie   pchold  wh;<t    y     i 

*  fliall    fee.'     The    poor   fellow    with 
great  hmplicity  ran  to  the  place  whne 
ih--   tit-k,   man   lav,    but  in   lels    ih.m  a 
minute  returned  with  a  woeful  counte- 

,  and  told  us  his  comrade  had 
lit  uck.  Moi  gin  hearing  this,  excl.iim- 
ed,  '  Mercy  upon  my  filiation!  why 
'  did  not  you  Itop  him  till  I  camr?' — 
«  Stop  him,'  faid  the  other,  «  J 
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'  him  fcveral  times,  hut  he  ws<   too 
(.11  01  h  i  tlie  enemy  hid 

got  uf  Ins  clofe   qti 

lo  that  he  did  not  mind  me.'—1  Well, 
well,'  faid  he,  «  we  all  owe  Heaven 
a  teath.  Go  your  ways,  you 
muHin,  and  take  an  example  and  a 
warning,  look  you,  and  icpent  of 
your  mifteets."  S<>l.i\ir.^,  he  pufh- 
ed  the  feaman  ouf  of  the  hinh. 

Whilf  lit  entertained  us  with  reflec- 
tions fuitable  to  thus  event,  we  heard 
the  boat  (wain  pipe  to  dinner;  and  im- 
mediately the  boy  belonging  to  our 
mefs  ran  to  the  locker,  from  whence 
he  carried  off  a  large  wooden  platter, 
an  I  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  it 
full  of  boiled  peafe,  crying.  '  Scald- 
s' all  the  way  as  he  came.  The 
cloth,  confiding  of  a  piece  of  an  old 
fail,  was  inrfantly  laid,  covered  with 
three  plates,  which  by  the  colour  I 
could  with  difficulty  dilcern  to  be 
metal,  nnd  as  many  fpocns  of  the  fame 
com  cfiMon,  two  of  which  were  cur-^ 
tailed  in  the  handles,  and  the  other 
abridged  in  the  lip.  Mr.  Morgan  him- 
feif  enriched  tuis1  mefs  with  a  lump  of 
fait  butter  f.-ooped  from  an  old  galli- 
pot, ami  a  handful  of  onions  ll\orn, 
with  fome  pounded  pepper.  I  was  not 
very  much  tempted  with  the  appear- 
ance of.  this  difli,  of  which,  never- 
thelefs,  my  mils- mates  eat  heartily, 
aciviiing  nu:  to  follow  their  example, 
as  it  was  banyan-day,  and  we  could 
have  no  meat  till  next  noon.  But  I 
had  already  Ui>l  in  fufficient  for  the 
:  •  fired  to  be 

exculfl,  rx puffing  a  cunofity  to  know 
the  meaning  of  b.my»n-day.  Tlv.y 
toid  me,  tiiat  onM-jnda\s,  Wednel- 
days,  air!  l-'ii.!a\s,  the  (hip's  company 
h  i'i  no  allowance  of  meat,  and  tiiat 
thefe  meagre  ihtys  were  called  banyan- 
<!  iys  f  which  they  did  not 

knowj  but  I  have  lince  learned,  they 
take  r heir  dffioninlatton  from  a  feel  of 
ilei'otecs  in  foive  put-~  of  the  Ealt 
i  ft  ".fa. 

..vjii  led  me  round 
wed  me  the  different  p;uts, 
•  fir  ufrrs,    am),  as   far  as  he 
t<  ui>l,    m:i-!e  me-   acquainted    with  the 
particulars  -^   th-  <hl  iplme  and  oeco- 
nomv  j  -.i  board.     He  then  de- 

manded of  the  bo-ul'wiin  an  hammock 
f.>r   me,    which    \v;.s    ll'ing   in   a   vny 
•    b\  i!iv  fi  i^-r-  i   J  ick  Ratt- 
lin;   aiH  as   1  had  no  bed  cloaihs,   pio- 
N  a  cured 
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cured  credit  for  me  with  the  purfer  for  done  his  duty.  Eager  to  learn  the  fer- 
a  mattrafs  and  twoblrmk-ts.  At  (ev?n  vice,  I  deiised  he  would  give  me  leave 
o'clock,  in  the  evening  Morgan  vifited  to  perform  the  next  operation  of  that 

.1  /*        t  !_'_  !_._  __l *.  I  _'  I  II  f  •  -r  1  «T»       • 


the  fick,  and  having  ordered  what  was 
proper  tor  each,  I  aflilted  Th^mfon  in 
making  up  his  prel'cripucns:  but  when 
I  followed  him  with  the  medkines  into 
the  fick  b  rth  or  hofpital,  and  oblerved 
the  fiiuation  of  the  patients,  I  w.is 
much  I'-fs  furprized  t-:at  people  fiiouid 
d:c  on  boaid,  than  tha  any  fick  perion 
fhould  recover.  Here  I  law  about  fifty 
mife: able  diltempered  wretches,  fuf- 
pen-lcJ  in  rows,  fo  huddled  one  upon 
another,  that  not  more  than  fourteen 
inches  Ipace  was  allotted  for  each  with 
Jus  bed  an>l  bedding;  and  deprived  of 
the  ighi  ot  the  day,  as  well  as  of  f  refli 
aii ;  bi'e  .  hing  nothing  but  a  noilome 
atm.vf  ,..ijre  oJ  the  morbid  fleams  ex- 
h: ''im>  fiom  their  own  excrements  and 
<:i  .1  bodi  ",  devoured  with  vermin 
!'...tt:.>d  MI  'ii-  filih  that  furrounded 
them,  ami  deltitute  of  every  conveni- 
ence necfcfLry  for  people  iu  that  help- 
lei's  condition. 
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A   DISAGREEABLE   ACCIDENT    HAP- 


kind;  and  he  contenting,  I  undrefled 
myi'elf  after  his  example,  and  crawl- 
ing along,  the  (hip  happened  to  roll; 
this  motion  alarming  me,  I  laid  hold 
ot  liie  firit  thing  that  came  within  my 
graip,  with  fuel)  violence,  that  I  over- 
turned it,  and  foon  found  by  the  fmell 
that  ilfued  upon  me,  I  had  not  unlock- 
ed a  box  of  the  moft  delicious  perfume; 
it  was  well  for  me  that  m,y  nofe  was 
none  of  the  moft  delicate,  elfe  I  know 
not  how  I  might  have  been  affected  by 
this  vapour,  which  diffufed  itfelf  all 
over  the  (hip,  to  the  utter  difcompofure 
of  every  body  who  tarried  on  the  fame 
deck;  neither  was  the  confequence  of 
this  di  I  grace  confined  to  my  lenfe  of 
fmelling  only;  for  I  felt  my  misfor- 
tune more  ways  than  ore.  That  I 
might  not  however  appear  altogether 
diiconcei  ted  in  this  my  fir  It  eflay,  I  got 
up;  and  pufiiing  my  head  with  great 
force  between  two  hammocks,  towards 
the  middle,  wheie  the  greateft  refift- 
ance  was,  I  made  an  opening  indeed, 
bur  not  underltanding  the  knack  of 
dcxteroufly  turning  my  (houlder  to 
i:nintain  my  -fdvantage,  had  the  mor- 
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were  in  a  pillory,  and  the  weight  of 
three  or  four  people  bearing  on  each 
fide  of  my  neck,  fo  that  I  was  in  dan- 
ger of  (trangulation.  While  I  remain- 
ed in  this  defencelefs  polhue,  one  of 
the  fick  men,  rendered  peevifh  by  his 
diftemper,  was  fo  enraged  at  the  fmell 
I  h.ul  occafioned,  and  the  rude  (hoclc 
he  had  received  from  me  in  my  eleva- 
tion, that  with  many  bitter  reproaches 
he  feized  me  by  the  nofe,  which  he 
tweaked  fo  unmercifully  that  I  roared 
with  anguifh.  Thomfon  perceiving 
my  condition  ordered  one  ot  the  wai- 
ters to  my  afliltaiice,  who  with  much 
difficulty  difengaged  me  from  this  fi- 
tuation,  and  hindered  me  from  taking 
vengeance  on  the  lick  man,  whole  in- 
difpofnion  would  not  have  fcreened 
him  from  the  effV&s  of  my  indigna- 
tion. 

After  having  made  an  end  of  our 
miniltry  for  that  time,  we  deftended 
to  the  cockpit,  my  friend  comforting 
me  for  what  had  happened  with  a 
homely  proverb,  which  I  do  not  chufe 
to  repeat.  When  we  had  defcended  half- 
way down  the  ladder,  Mr.  Morgan, 

before 


OF  MY  OFFICE — MORGAN  S  NOSE 
IS  OFFENDED  —  A  DIALOGUE  BE- 
TVVEhN  HIM  AND  THE  SHIP'S 

S  T  E  W  A  R  D U  PON  UXAMINATION 

I  FIND  MORE  CAUSES  OF  COM- 
PLAINT THAN  ONE MY  HAIR  IS 

CUT  OFF — MORGAN'S  COOKERY 
—THE  MANNER  OF  SLEEPING  ON 

BOARD 1    AM    WAKED    IN   THE 

NIGHT  BY  A  DREADFUL  NOISE. 

Could  not  comprehend  how  it  was 
pollible  for  the  attendants  to  come 
near  thofe  who  hung  on  the  in  fide  to- 
wards the  fides  of  the  (hip,  in  order 
to  afiift  them,  as  they  (Veined  briiri- 
cadoed  by  thofe  who  lay  on  the  outiide, 
and  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of  all  viii- 
taiion.  Much  lefs  could  I  conceive 
how  my  friend  Thomfon  would  be  able 
to  admyuiter  clyllers,  that  were  o'der- 
ed  fur  Come  in  that  fittiation;  when  I 
faw  him  thrult  his  wig  in  his  pocket, 
and  l!iip  himiclf  to  his  w.iiiicoat  in  a 
moment,  then  creep  on  all  four,  under 
the  hammocks  of  the  fick,  and  forcing 
lip  his  b-;re  pate  between  two,  keep  '.hem 
afunder  with  one  flioulder,  until  he  had 
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before  he  faw  us,  having  intelligence  by 

thing 

u-d,  '  Cot  have  mercy 
'  upon  my  lenles!  I  believe  the  enemy 
«   IKIS  poaidrd  us  in   i  Itink-put !'  Then 
ng  his  difcourfc  to  the  iteward, 
from  whom    he    im.i;Mr.id    the  odour 
dcd,  he  reprimanded  him  fcverely 
for  the  freedoms  he  took  among  gen- 
tlemen  of    birth,    and    threatened    to 
fmoak  him  like  a  padger  with  lulphur, 
it   lie  ever  Ihould  prefume  to  offend  his 
Sours  with  Inch  fmells   for    the 
future.     The     Iteward,    conl'cious    of 
his  own  innocence,    implied  with  fome 
wai  tilth,    *    I  know   ot    no  fmells  but 
*  tliofe  of  your  o'vn  making."     This 
repartee  introduced   a   fin  art  dialogue, 
in  which  the   Wtlchman  undertone  to 
j>io\e,  that  though  the  ftench  he  com- 
phmed  of   did  not  flow  from  the  Rew- 
ard's own  body,    he  was  nevertheless 
the  author  of  it,   by   ferving  out  da- 
maged   provifions   to    the    (hip's    com- 
pany;    and     in     p  iticular,     putrified 
•,  from  the  tile  of  which  only,  he 
affirmed,  fuch  unfavoury  (teams  could 
arif'e.     Then  he  launched  out   into  the 
praii'c  of  good  cheele,  of  which  he  gave 
the  analyfisj    he  explained  the  different 
kinds    of     th;it   commodity,  with  the 
methods  praclifed  to  make  and  preferve 
it;  and  concluded  with  oblVrving,  that 
in  yielding   good  cheele,  the  county  of 
Glamorgan  might  vie  with  CluQiire  it- 
klf,    and  was  much   fuperior  to  it  in 
the  produce  of    goats  and   putter.     I 
gathrred  from   this  conversion,  that 
if  I  entered   in  my  j  relent   pickle,     I 
mould  be  no  welcome  gut  ft,  and  there- 
fore defired  Mr.  Thomlon  to  go  before, 
ard    reprHent   my  calamity;  at  which 
the  frft  mate  exprefling  fome  concern, 
wri-i    upon  deck  immediately,  taking 
his  wiy  through  the  cable  tire,  and  hy 
the  main  hatchway,   to  avoid  encoun- 
tering me;   defiling  me  to  clean  mvil-li 
as  loon  as   poffible,   for  he  intended  to 
regale  him;eir  with  a  dim   of  lalma- 
gmi'ly  aivl  a  pipe.     Accordingly  I  let 
about   (his   diligreeablt  bufinei  ! 

i  ,  found  I  h.ui  more  caufes  <A'  com- 
plaint than  I  at  fir  It  imagined;  for  I 
perceived  fome  guelts  had  honoured  me 
with  their  company,  whole  vilit  I  did 
not  at  all  think  icalbnable;  neither  did 
iluy  It-tin  inclined  to  leave  me  in  a 
huii),  for  they  were  in  pofieffion  <>t 
inv  chief  quarters,  whuie  t!. 

without  referve  at  the  expence  of  my 


Bat   conftdering  it  would   be 
mu  h  ealicr  to  exiupate  this  ferocious 
colony  in  the  infancy  of    thi-ir   fettle- 
ment,  than  after  they  mould   be  mul- 
tiplied and  naturalized    to  the   foil,  I 
took  the  advice  of  my  friend;  who,  to 
prevent    fuch    misfortune*,    went   al- 
ways dole  fhaved,  and  made  the  boy 
of  our  mel's  cut  off  my  hair,  which  had 
been  growing  tince  I  left  the  fervice  of 
Lavement;  and  the  fecond  mate  lent 
me  an  old  bob  wig  to  luppy  the  lofs 
of  that  covering.     This  affair   being 
ended,  and  every  thing  adjufted  in  the 
belt  manner  my    circumltances  would 
permit,  the    defendant  of  Caraclacus 
icturned,  and  ordering  the  boy  to  bruig 
a  piece  ot  fait  beef  from  the  brine,  cut 
off  a  (lice  and  mixed    it   with  an  equal 
quantity   of  onions,    which   feafoning 
with  a   moderate  proportion  of  pepper 
and  fait,  he  brought  it  into  a  confidence 
with  oil    and    vinegar.     Then  lading 
the  difh,  affured  us  it  was  the  heft  fal- 
magundy  that  ever  he   made,   and  re- 
commended it  to  our  palate  with  fuch 
heartintl's,  that  I  could  not  help  doing 
honour  to  his  preparation.     But  I  had 
no  iboner  fwallowed  a  mouthful,    than 
I   thought   my  entrails  were  fcorched, 
and    endeavoured,    with  a    deluge    of 
f mall-beer,  to  allay  the  heat  it  occa- 
iioned.     Supper  being  over,  Mr.  Mor- 
gan havintr  imoaked  a  couple  of  pipes, 
and  fupplied  the  moilture  he  had  ex- 
pendrd  vWth  as  m  my  canns  of  flip,  of 
which  we  all  partook,  a  certain  yawn- 
ing began  to  admonim  me,  that  it  was 
high  time  to  repair  by  fleep  the  injury  I 
had  fuffered  from  want  of  reft  the  pre- 
ceding night;    w,hich   being  perceived 
by  my  companions,  whole  time  of  re- 
pole    WHS   now  arrived,    they  propofed 
we  fhould  turn  in,  or  in  other  words, 
go  to    bed.     Our   hammocks,    which 
hung  pamllel  to  one  another,    on  the 
otrliile  of  the  birth,  were  immediately 
unlafhed,  and  I  beheld  my  mefs-mati-s 
(pi ing  with   gn-.it  ability  into  their  re- 
f'pcclive  r.ells,  wlure  they  feemed  to  lie 
concealed,     vtry    much    at    their  eafe. 
But  it  was  Ionic  time  before  I  coutd 
prevail   upon   nufelf  to  milt   my    c  .r- 
CJ(L-  at  fuch  a  diltance  from  the  ground, 
in  a  narrow  In    ,   out  ot  which  I  ima- 
gined,   1  mould  be  apt,    on  the  le.dl 
motion  in  my  lle^p,  to  tumble  down 
at  the  haz.trd  of  bicakmg  my  bones. 
I  fuffered  myfelf,  however,  to  be  per- 
and  taking  a  leap  to  get  in, 
threw 
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threw  myfelf  quite  over,  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, that  had  I  not  luckily  got  hold  of 
Thomfon's  hammock,  I  mould  have 
pitched  upon  my  head  on  the  other 
iide,  and  in  all  likelihood  fra6turtd 
my  fkull.  After  fome  fi 'litlels  efforts, 
I  iucceeded  at  laft;  but  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  jeopardy  in  which  I  be- 
lieved myfelf,  withllood  all  the  at- 
tacks of  fleep,  till  towards  the  morn- 
ing-watch, when,  in  fpite  of  my  fears, 
I  was  over-powered  with  (lumber: 
though  I  did  not  long  enjoy  this  com- 
fortable fituation;  being  rouzcd  with 
a  noife  fo  loud  and  fhnll,  that  1  thought 
the  drums  of  my  ears  were  burit  by 
k;  this  was  followed  by  a  dreadful 
furrmons  pronounced  bv  a  hoarfe  voice, 
which  I  could  nut  underltand.  While 
I  was  debating  with  myfelf  whether 
or  not  I  fhould  wake  my  companion, 
and  enquire  into  ilie  occafion  of  this 
eiirhirbance,  1  was  informed  by  one 
of  the  quarter-  matters,  who  pa/fed  by 
me  with  a  lanthorn  in  his  hand,  that 
the  noife  which  alarmed  me  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  boatfwairTs  mates  who 
called  up  the  larboard  watch,  and 
that  I  muft  lay  my  account  with  furh 
interruption  every  morning  at  the  faint- 
hour.  Being  now  more  aii'uied  of  iny 
lafety,  I  aildnfu-d  rmi'tlf  again  to 
reft,  and  dipt  till  eight  o'clock,  when 
riling,  and  breakfafting  with  my  com 
radej,  on  bifcuit  and  brandy,  the  lick 
were  vilited  and  aflilted  ffe  before; 
after  which  vifitation  my  good  friend 
Thorn fon  explained  and  performed  a- 
nother  piece  of  duty,  to  which  I  was 
a  Granger.  At  a  certain  hour  in  the 
morning,  the  boy  of  the  mefs  went 
round  all  UK-  decks,  ringing  a  (mail 
hnnd  bell,  and  in  rhimes  cornpofed  for 
the  occafion,  invited  all  tlu/ie  who  h  •(! 
ioie-,  to  repair  before  the  mall,  where 
one  of  the  doctor's  m.itt-s  attended  with 
a;  plications  to  drefs  them. 


CHAP.     XXVII. 

I  ACQUIRE  THE  FRIENDSHIP  OF 
THE  SURGEON,  WHO  PROCURES 
A  WARRANT  FOR  ME,  AN  D  MAKES 

ME     A    PRESENT      OF     CLOTHES 

A  BATTLE  BETWEEN  A  MID- 
SHIPMAN AND  ME — THE  SUR- 
GEON LEAVES  THE  SHIP — THE 
CAPTAIN  COMES  ON  BOARD 
WiTH  ANOTHER  SVRQEON  A 


DIALOGUE  BETWEEN  THE  CAP- 
TAIN AND  MORGAN — THE  SICK 
ARE  ORDERED  TO  BE  BROUGHT 
UPON  THE  QUARTER  DECK  AND 
EXAMINED — THE  CONSEQJJEN- 
CES  OF  THAT  ORDER — A  MAD- 
MAN ACCUSES  MORGAN,  AND 
IS  SET  AT  LIBERTY  BY  COM- 
MAND OF  THE  CAPTAIN,  WHOM 
HE  INSTANTLY  ATTACKS  AND 
PUMMELS  WITHOUT  MERCY. 

WHILE  I  was  bufied  with  my 
friend  in  this  practice,  the 
doftor  chanced  to  pafs  by  the  place 
where  we  were,  and  flopping  to  ob-, 
ferve  me,  appeared  very  well  fatisfied 
with  my  method  cf  application;  and 
afterwards  fent  for  me  to  his  cabin, 
where  having  examined  me  touching 
my  ikiil  in  furgery,  and  the  particu- 
lars of  my  fortune,  he  interefted  him- 
felf'  fo  far  .in  my  behalf,  as  to  promife 
his  afliltance  in  procuring  a  warrant 
forme,  feeing  I  had  been  already  found 
qualified  in  Surgeon's  Hall,  for  the 
nation  I  filled  on  board;  and  in  this 
good  office  he  the  more  cordially  en- 
gaged, when  he  underftood  I  was  ne- 
phew to  Lieutenant  Bowling,  for  whom 
he  exprefTed  a  particular  regard.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  could  learn  from  his 
difcourfe,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  go 
to  fea  again  with  Captain  O^khum, 
having,  as  he  thought,  been  indiffe- 
rently ufed  by  him  during  the  Lit  vov- 
agc. 

•While  I  lived  tolerably  eafy,  in  ex- 
pectation of  preferment,  I  was  not  al- 
together without  mortifications,  which 
I  not  only  buffered  from  the  rude  in- 
fults  of  the  failors  and  petty  officers, 
among  whom  I  was  known  by  the  name 
of  Lvblol'j  Boy:  but  alfo  from  the  dif- 
;o.!n(..n  of  Margin;  who,  theugh 
iv  in  the  main,  was  often  very 
troub'ilbme  with  his  pride,  which  ex- 
p'iTieJ  .i  good  deal  of  fubmifiion  from 
me,  and  dtfiighted  in  recapitulating  the 
favours  1  bad  received  at  Ins  hands. 

About  fix  weeks  after  my  arrival  on 
board,  the  fury. eon  bidding  me  follow 
hi'n  into  his  cnhin,  pi  dented  a  warrant 
to  me,^by  which  I  \\as  appointed  Sur- 
geon's thud  mate  on  board  the  Thun- 
der. Tliishr"  had 'procured  by  his  :n- 
teielt  at  the  Navy  Office;  as  alfo  ano- 
ther for  bimfeif,  by  virtue  of  which  lie 
was  removed  into  a  i'econd  rate.  I  ac- 
knowledged his  kindnefs  in  the  ftrong- 

eft 
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etl  terms  mv  gratitude  could   \\. 
and  |  i    •  •.  (birow  at 

of  I    ii  i  fiiend,  ti> 

«     I  hoped   to  have  recommended    n 

Hill  farther,  by  i  ;il  an.l  dili- 

gfiit  hetnviour.  Hut  his  gi-iurolily 
rclteil  not  h-r.-j  for  before  l-r  h-ft  the 
fhip  he  m.idt  UK-  i  pitfi-nt  of  a  clielt  and 
deaths,  tiiat  enabled  me  to  fup- 
port  the  rank  to  which  he  had  railed 
me.  I  found  my  fpint  icvive  with  my 
good  fortune;  and  now  I  was  an  officer, 
refolved  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  my 
It.r.ion  againtt  all  oppofittofl  or  affronts: 
nor  was  it  lung  befoie  I  had  occalion  10 
exert  my  nioiution;  my  oM  CIVITIV  flic 
midfhipman  (whole  name  was  Cramp- 
ley)  entertaining  an  implacable  animo- 
fity  iigair.lt  me,  for  the  difgiace  he  had 
fuffeicd  on  my  account,  hud  iince  that 
time  taken  all  opportunities  of  reviling 
and  lidiculing  me,  when  1  was  not  en- 
titled  to  retort  this  had  ufage.  And 
even  af  u  r  I  had  been  rated  on  the  books, 
and  n-.ullcri-d  as  fuigeon's  mate,  did 
not  tlnnk  fit  to' restrain  his  infolence. 
In  par:i<  ul.ir,  IK  ing  one  day  prefent 
while  I  di  ell'  d  a  wound  in  a  Tailor's  leg, 
he  be«an  to  fmg  a  fong  which  I  thought 
highly  injm :- us  to  the  honour  of  my 
country,  and  therefore  fi^mfied  my  re- 
fcntmcnt,  l>y  J>!  iv.ng,  that  the  Scots 
always  laid  their  account  with  finding 
enemies  among  the  ignorant,  ii'fignifi- 
cauK.and  malicious;  This  unexpected 
pnjrc  cf  .durance  enraged  him  to  fuch 
..K ••-,  that  he  lent  me  a  blow  on 
the  face,  which  I  venly  thought  had 
demolifhed  my  cheek  btinr:  I  was  not 
fK>w  in  re'UMiincr  the  obligation,  and 
the  affair  began  to  be  very  it-nous;  when 
by  accidrnt  Mr.  Morgan  and  one  of 
the  mailer's  mates,  roining  tijit  w^y, 
itittrpoled,  ami  enquiring  into  the 
caufe,  endftroured  to  promote  a  recon- 
oiNltMn)  but  finding  us  ho:h  exslpera- 
ted  to  the  •uticrinoft,  and  bent  npiinft 
accommoclati(,n,  tiuy  advifrd  us  Cither 
to  leave  our  difference  undecided  till  we 
(hou!d  have  nn  opportunity  of  termina- 
ting it  on  more,  like  gentlemen,  or 
elle  chufe  a  proper  place  on  board,  and 
bring  it  to  an  i'..\.^  by  boxing.  This 
laft  expedient  v 

by.  us  :;  forthwith  con- 

dui\ed  to  the  gn-ur.d  pro;,oled,  we  (tript 
in  a  moir.t.M.t,  ,u::!  !>;-;  .\nious 

conttlt,  in  which  I  loon  f.  inyl  myfeif 
inferior  to  my  antjgoir.il,  not  fo  much 
in  liitngri  and  ability,  us  ::. 
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which  he  had  acquired  in  the  School  of 

and  Tott 

.  M  my  cjofs-buttocki  did  I 
fuliain,  and  pcg>  on  the  (torn  ic!i  with- 
out number,  till  at.lalt  my  breath  being 
quite  gone,  as  well  as  my  vigour  waited, 
1  piew  ddpeiiite,  UK!  collccling  all  my 
Ih-ength  in  one  tff  tr,  threw  m  at  once, 
hen),  hands  ;<nd  feet,  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, that  I  drove  mv  antagomtt  three 
paces  backward  in;o  the  m  in  hatch- 
way, down  which  he  fell,  and  pitching 
upon  his  head  and  right- (houlder,  re- 
mained with'  ut  frnlc  and  motion. 
Morgan  looking  down,  and  feeing  him 
lie  in  that  condition,  cried,  '  Upon  my 
confcience,  as  I  am  a  chriftian  fmner, 
(l<  ok  you)  I  believe  his  patties  are  all 
ofer;  hut  I  take  you  all  to  witnefs 
tint  there  was  no  treachery  in  the  cafe, 
and  that  he  has  differed  by  the  chance 
of  war.'  So  laying,  he  deicended  to 
the  deck  below,  to  examine  into  the; 
fi  i  nation  of  my  adverfaiyj  and  left  me 
very  little  pleated  with  my  victory,  as  I 
found  mylelf  not  only  terribly  i>ruifed, 
but  likewife  in  danger  of  being  called 
to  account  for  the  death  of  Crampley: 
but  this  fear  vanilLe.1,  when  my  fellow 
mate,  having  by  bleeding  him  in  the 
jugular  brought  him  to  himielf,  and 
enquired  into  the  itate  of  his  body,  call- 
ed up  to  me  to  be  under  no  concern,  for 
the  mididiipman  had  received  no  other 
damage,  than  as  pretty  a  luxation  of  the 
cs  bumeri,  as  one  would  define  to  fee  on 
a  Cummer's  day.  Upon  this  informa- 
tion I  crawled  down  to  the  cockpit,  and 
acquainted  Thomfon  with  the  affair, 
who  providing  himfelf  with  bandages, 
&c.  neceflary  for  the  occafion,  went  up 
to  afliftMr.  Morgan  in  the  reduction  of 
thedifloc-ition.  VViun  this  was  fuccels- 
fully  performed,  they  wiflied  me  joy 
of  the  event  of  the  combat;  and  the 
Welchman,  after  obferving,  that  in  all 
likelihood  the  ancient  Scots  and  Britons 
were  the  fame  people-,  bade  me  praife 
:  T  putting  mettle  in  rriy  pelly, 
and  Strength  in  my  limbs  to  luppoit 
it.  I  acquired  fuch  reputation  by 
this  rencoumc:,  (which  lalted  twenty 
minutes)  that  every  body  became  more 
cautious  in  behaviour  to-vards  mej 
though  Crampley,  with  his  aun  in  a 
t -ilked  very  high,  and  threatened 
to  feize  the  fir  ft  opportunity  of  retriev- 
ing on  fhore  the  honour  he  had  loft  by 
an  accident,  from  which  1  could  jultly 
claim  no  merit. 

About 
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About  this  time,  Captain  Oakhum 
having  received  failing  orders,  came  on 
hoard,  and  brought  along  with  him  a 
furgeon  of"  his  own  country,  who  foon 
made  us  fenfible  of  the  lofs  we  fufrered 
in  the  departure  of  Doftor  Atkins; 
for  he  was  grofsly  ignorant,  and  into- 
lerably afTuming,  falfe,  vindictive,  and 
unforgiving 5  a  mercilefs  tyrant  to  his 
inferiors,  an  abjecl  fycophant  to  thole 
ajx>ve  him.  In  the  morning  after  the 
captain  came  on  board,  our  firft  mate, 
according  to  cuftom,  went  to  wait  on 
him  with  a  ficlc  lift,  which  when  this 
grim  commander  had  perufed,  he  cried 
with  a  ftern  countenance,  '  Blood  and 
'  oons!  fixty-one  fick  people  on  board 
'  of  my  (hip!  Hark'e,  you  Sir,  I'll 

•  have  no  fick  in  my    (hip,  by  G — d!' 
The  Welchman  replied,    he  fhould  be 
very   glad   to    find    no    fick  people  on 
hoard;    but  while  it  was  otherwife,   he 
did  no  more  than  his  duty  in  prefent- 
iijg  him  with  a   lift.     '  You  and  your 

•  lift  may  be  d — n'd,'  laid  the  caprain, 
throwing  it  at  him;  '  I  fay  there  (hall 
'  be  no   fick  in  this  fhip  while  I  have 
'  the    command  of  her.'     Mr.  Mor- 
gan being  nettled  at  this  treatment,  told 
him,  his   indignation  ought  to   be  di- 
rected to  Got  Almighty,  who  vi filed  his 
people  with  diftempers,  and  not  to  him, 
•who  contributed  all   in   his    power    to- 
wards   their    cure.     The    bafhaw  not 
being  ufed  to  fuch  behaviour  in  any  of 
his   officers,    was    enraged   to   fury  at 
this  (atiiical  infihuation  ;  and  (tamping 
with    his    foot,    called    him    infolent 
fcoundrel,     threatening   to     have    him 
pinioned  to    the    deck,  if    he     fliould 
prefume    to     titter    another    fyllable. 
But  the    blood    of   Caraclacus    being 
thoroughly  heated,  difdained  to  be  re- 
Itn&ed  by  fuch  a  command,    and  be- 
gan  to  manifeft   itlelf    in — '  Captain 

•  Oagum,    I  am  a  flienileman  of   birth 
'  and  parentage,    look  you,  and  per- 

'  adventure  I  am  moreover '   Here 

his  harangue  was  broke  off  by  the  cap- 
tam's^fteward;   who,  being  Morgan's 
countryman,    hurried  him  ou«  of   the 
cabin  before  he  had  time  to  exai'perate 
his  malter  to  a  greater  degree:  and  this 
would   certainly   have   been    the   cafe; 
for    the    indignant    Welchman    could 
hardly  be  hindered   by  his  friend's  ar- 
guments and  entreaties,  from  re-enter- 
ing the  preCence-chamber,  and  defying 
Captain    Oakhum    to    his   teeth.     He 
was,  however,  appealed  at  length,  and 


came  down  to  the  birth;  where  finding 
Thorn  (on  and  me  at  work  preparing 
medicines,  he  bade  us  leave  off  ohr 
lapour  and  go  to  play,  for  the  captain 
by  his  Cole  word  and  power,  and  com- 
mand, had  driven  ficknefs  a  pegging 
to  the  tevil,  and  there  was  no  more 
malady  on  board.  So  faying,  he  drank 
off  a  gill  of  brandy,  fighed  grievoufly 
three  times,  poured  forth  an  ejacu- 
lation of — '  Got  plefs  my  heart,  Ji- 
'  ver,  and  1'ings!'  and  then  began 
to  fing  a  Welch  long  with  great  ear- 
neftnefs  of  vifage,  voice,  and  gefture. 
I  could  not  conceive  the  meaning  of 
this  (ingular  phenomenon,  and  law  by 
tlie  looks  of  Thorn  Con,  who  at  the  fame 
time  (hook  his  head,  that  he  fufpefted 
poor  Cadwallader's  brains  were  un- 
fettled.  He  perceiving  our  amazement, 
told  us  he  would  explain  the  myftery; 
but  at  the  fame  time  bade  us  take  notice, 
that  he  had  lived  boy,  patchelor,  mar- 
ried man,  and  widower,  almoft  forty 
years;  and  in  all  that  time,  there  wab 
no  man  nor  mother's  fon  in  the  whoa? 
world,  who  durft  ufehim  fo  ill  as  Captain 
Oakhum  had  done.  Then  he  acquaint- 
ed us  with  the  dialogue  that  palled  be- 
tween them,  as  I  have  already  related  it; 
and  had  no  fooner  finished  this  nana- 
tion,  than  he  received  a  meffage  from 
the  furgeon,  to  bring  the  fick  lift  to  the 
quarter-deck,  for  the  captain  had  or- 
dered all  the  patients  thither  to  be  re- 
viewed. This  inhuman  order  (hocked 
us  exnemely,  as  we  knew  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  carry  fome  of  them  on  the 
deck,  without  imminent  danger  of  their 
lives;  but  as  we  likewife  knew  it  would 
be  to  no  purpole  lor  us  to  remonftrate 
againlt  ir,  we  repaired  to  the  quarter- 
deck in  a  body,  to  fee  this  extraordi- 
nary m ufter;  Morgan  obCerving  by  the 
way,  that  the  captain  was  going  to  fend 
to  the  other  world  a  gieat  many  evi- 
dences to  teftify  againif  himfelf.  When 
we  appeal  ui  upon  deck,  the  captain 
bade  the  doftor,  who  flood  bowing  at 
his  right-hand,  look  at  thefe  lazy 
lubberly  Ions  of  bitches,  who  were 
good  -for  nothing  on  board  but  to  eat 
the  king's  provifion,  and  encourage 
idlenefs  in  the  Ikulkers.  The  furgcron 
grinned  approbation;  and  taking  the 
lift,  began  to  examine  the  complaints 
of  each  as  they  could  crawl  to  the  place 
appointed.  The  firit  who  came  under 
his  cognizance  was  a  poor  fellow  juft 
freed  of  a  fever,  which  had  weakened 

him 
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,•  much,    tliat  lie    couid    h.rily  differed  by  the  inhumanity  and  igno- 

i  :ckftiane  (ten-  that  sv.ts  iiuice  of  the  who 

tllc    ,  nil)     li:ivihg    frit     his  fo  wantonly  fucrificid  the  livrs  of  their 

>  w:is  :«s   w.-'.l  ;-.s  r.:iy  » J  low-ci  c.itures.      Many  wrrebn 

Id]    ;n:d  th  -  up  in  the  height  of  fevers,  and  rendered 

Jivered    him    over   to    the   l»,  niVniu's  drliiiuus  by  the  injuries  they  rcc 

.    will)  oid<rs  that   lie  (hould   ic-  in  the  vv.iy.      Some  gave  up   tiie   giiolt 

i  round  ilozen  at  the  ganor-wny  in  the  prefenceof  their  infpeftors;  and 

immediately  for  counterfeiting  himfcif  others,  who  were  ordere  I  t->  their  duty, 

but  hefuie    ihe  difai'lme  could  hngnillic.!  a  few  dys  at  wotk  3': 

cuted,  the  man  dropped  down  <-n  tiuir  fellows,  and  then   departed  wit!i- 

the  deck,    and  had  well   nigh   prriihrd  out   any    ceremony.     On     the    whole, 

under  the    hands  of   the  executioner,  the  number  of  the  fick  was  reduced  to 

The  next  patient  to  be  confidered,    la-  lefs  than  a  dozen,  and  the   authors  of 

bound  uiuicr  a  quaitan  ague,  and  be-  this  re  luftion  were  applauding  thern- 

in<*  then  in  his  inteivr.l  of  henlth,  dif-  fclves  for  the  fei  vices  thty  had  done  to 

covered  1:0  other  lymptoms  of  dirk-m-  thrir  king  and  country,  when  the  boat- 

per,    than  a  pale  meagre  countenance,  fwain's  mate  informed  his  honour,  that 

and  emaciated  bo.lv;    upon  'which  he  there  was  a  man   below  lafh.d   to    his 


hammock  by  the  dirt-el  ion  of  tlie  doc- 
tor's mate,  and  that  he  begged  hard  to  he 
re'eai'edj  affiiming,  he  had  been  fo  ma!- 


was  dec!;ue, I  fit  for  duty,  and  turned 
over  to  the  l'<Mti\\v»;  l>tit  being  re- 
folved  to  difgracc  the  doctor,  d'ed 

upon  t h^  fv>recaltle  next  day,    during  treated  only  for  a  grudge  Mr.  Morgan 

hiscohlfit.     The  third  complained  of  bore  him,   and  that  he  was  as  much  in 

a  pleuritic  ftitcli,  and  fpitt'mg  of  blood,  his  fenies  as  any   man  aboard.     The 

for  which  Dr.   Mack  (bane   prefcribed  captain    hearing  this,    d.irted   a   fi-vere 

exfiri'.c  at   the    pump  to  promote  ex-  look   at  the  Welchman,    and    ordered 

pecloiAtion;  but  whethti  tlus  was  im-  the  man  to  be  brought  up  immediately  : 

prope/  for  or.e  in  his.  fnuation,  or  tint  upon    which,   M.ngan    prouiled   with 

it  wns  ulVd  to  txcefs,  I  know  not,  but  great  fervency,  that  the  perfon  in  que- 

iu  It-Is  ih  in  h.iif  an  hour  he  was  fuffo-  Ition   was   as  mad   as  a   Much   hare; 

catcd  with  a  deluge  of  blood  that  iflued  and  begged,  for  the  love  of  Got,    they 

from  his  lungs.     A  foutsh,  with  much  would  at  leaft  keep  his  arms  pinioned 

ciifriciKty,  climbed  to  the  quarter-deck,  during  his  examination,  to  prevent  him 

being  loaded  with  a  monfhous  lifcitiS')!-  from    doing    mifchief.     This     rrqueit 

dropfy,  tli.it  iiivadul  his  che(t  fo  much,  the    comm'inder  granted  for  his  ow» 

he  c«u!d  fcarce  fetch  his   breath}    but  lake,    and   the  patient  was  produced, 

his  diicafe  being  interpret- d   into  fat,  who  infilled  upon  his  being  in  his  right 

occafionrd   by  id'.ends  and  txccfs   ot  wits  with  fuch  calmnefs  and  ihenth. 
eating,   he  was  ordered,  vrith  a  view  to 
proir.ote    perfpii  ation    and    rnK.rye    his 
chell,  to  go  aloft  immediatelyi   it  was 


ill   vain    for    this   unwieldy    wretch  to 
alledge  his  utter  incapacity ;   the   boat- 
fw.iin's  driver  was  commanded  to  whip 
him    up  with    the  cnt  and  nine  tails: 
the  fmart  of  this  application  made  him 
exert  himfelf  fo  much,  tint  he  actually 
ai  lived    at    the    puttock    fluouds;   but 
when  the  enormous  weight  of  his  body 
ha.)  nothing  clle  to  fuppoit  it  than  his 
weakened  arms,  either  oui  of  Ipite  or  ne- 
cc'.iity,  he  quitted  his  hold,  and  plump- 
ed   into   the    ll-u,    v. here  he  mult  have 
bten  drowned,   had  not  a  failor,  who 
\v  is   in    a  boat    along- fide,    faved  his 
life,  by  keeping  him  afio.u  till  he  was 
hoilted  on  boaul  by  a  tackle. 


itrength. 

of  argument,  that  e\\ry  body  picltnt 
was   inclined    to    belie?;;    him,    except 
Morgan;    who  affirmed  there  was  no 
fruiting-  to  appearances;    for    he  hirn- 
fi-H  h-.id  been  Co  much  impoferl  upon  by 
his  btrnvioiir  two  days  before,  that  he 
had    actually  unbound    him    wi:h   his 
own   hands,   and  had  well  nigh   been 
murdered  for  his  p^in«:   this  was  con- 
firmed by  the  evidence  cf  one  of  the 
waiteis,  who  declared,   he  had  pulled 
this    patient    from  the   doctor's   mate, 
whom  he  had  gotton  djxvu  and  a'rroi 
ftrangled.     To  this  the  man  anfweu.l. 
that    the    witnefs    was    a    c nature    of 
Morgan's,   and  was  fuhoi-.ied   t 
teriimony  againft  him  by  the  malice  of 
the  niiUe,  whom  the  dtfendanr  hud  a.''- 


It  would     fronted,    by  difcovering  to  the 

be  tedious  and  .  '••>  '1,1  iibe     on  bor.rd  that  Mr.  M< 

the  fate  ot  .     .\i'u.e  olij-tT:  that     a  gin-(Lop  in  Rn^  F.'.ir.     This  anc'c- 

O  Ucte 
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dote  produced  a  laugh  at  the  expence 
of  the  Welchman;  who  /baking  his 
head  with  fome  emotion,  faid,  '  Aye, 
«  aye,  'tis  no  matter:  Got  knows,  it 

*  is  an  arrant  falfliood.'     Captain  Oak- 
Lum,    without  any   farther  hesitation, 
ordered  the  fellow  to  be  unfettered;   at 
the   fame   time    threatening   to     make 
Morgan  exchange  fituations  with  him 
for  his  fpite:   but  the  Briton  no  fooner 
heard  the  decifion  in  favour  of  the  mad- 
man, than  he  got  up  the  mizen  miouds, 
crying  to  Thomfon  and  me  to  get  out 
of  his  reach,   for  we  mould   fee  him 
play  the  devil  with  a  vengeance.     We 
did  not  think  fit  to  difregard   his  cau- 
tion,  and   accordingly  got  up   on  the 
}>oop,  whence   we  beheld    the  maniac 
(as  loon  as  he  was  re  lea  fed)  fly  at  the 
captain  like  a  fury,  crying,    *    I'll    let 

*  you  know,  you  fcoundrel,  that   I    am 
'  commander  of  this  veflel,'  and  pum- 
mel him  without  mercy.     The  furgeon, 
who  went  to  the  afil  (lance  of  his  patron, 
(ha  red  the  fame  fate;  and  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  that  he  was  matter- 
ed at  laft,   after  having  done  great  ex- 
ecution among  thofe  who  oppofed  him. 

CHAP.    XXVIII. 

THE  CAPTAIN,  ENRAGED,  THREA- 
TENS TO  PUT  THE  MADMAN  TO 
DEATH  WITH  HIS  OWN  HAND- 
IS  DIVERTED  FROM  THAT  RE- 
SOLUTION BY  THE  A-XGUMEKTS 
AND  PERSUASIONS  OF  THE  FIRST 
LIEUTENANT  AND  SURGEON— 
WE  SET  SAIL  FOR  ST.  HELEN'S, 
JOM<  THE  FLEET  UNDER  THE 
COMMAND  OF  SIR  C  -  N—  P, 
O  •  —  IE,  AND  PROCEED  FOR 
THE  WEST-INDIES  —  ARE  OVER- 
TAKEN BY  A  TERRIBLE  TEM- 
PEST —  MY  FRIEND  JACK  RATT- 
LIN  HAS  HIS  LEG  BROKE  BY  A 
FALL  FROM  THE  MAINYARD  — 
THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  DOCTOR 
"MACKSHANE  •—  JACK  OPPOSES 
THE  AMPUTATION  OF  HIS  LIMB, 
IN  WHICH  HE  IS  SECONDED  BY 
MORGAN  AND  ME,  WHO  UNDER- 

TAKE THE  CURE,   AND   PERFORM 
IT    SUCCESSFULLY. 


captain  was  carried  into  his 
JL.  cabbin,  fo  enraged  with  the  treat- 
ment he  had  received,  that  he  ordered 
ths  fellow  to  be  brought  before  him, 


that    he   might  have  the    pleafure    of 
pifloling  him  with  his  own  hand;  and 
would  certainly  have  fatisfied  his   re- 
venge in  this  manner,   had  not  the  fiilt 
lieutenant  remonftrated  againft  it,  by 
obferving   that   in    nil   appearance    the 
fellow   was    not    mad    but   defperate; 
that   he  had  been  hired  by  fome  em- my 
of  the  captain  to  aflaffinate  him,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  kept  in  irons  till 
he  could  be  brought  to  a  court-martial, 
which,  no  doubt,    would  fift  the  affair 
to  the  bottom,    (by   which  means  im- 
portant discoveries  might  be  made)  and 
then   fentence  the  criminal   to  a  death 
adequate  to  his   demerits.     This  fug- 
geftion,  improbable  as  it  was,   had  the 
de  fired  effecl:  upon   the  capt?.in,   being 
exactly  calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
his  intellects;  moie  efpecially,  as  Doc- 
tor Mackmane  efp?iiied   this  opinion, 
in  confequence  of  his  previous  declara- 
tion that  the  man  was  not  mad      .Mor- 
gan finding  there  was  no  more  damage 
done,    could  not  help  clifcovering,    by 
his  countenance,  the  pleafure  he  enjoy- 
ed on  this  occafion;  and  while  he  bathed 
the  doctor's  face  with  an  embrocation, 
ventured    to    nfk    him,     whether     he 
thought  there  were  more  fools  or  mad- 
men   on   board.     But  he  would   hav« 
been    wifer   in  containing    this    fally, 
which  his  patient  carefully  hid   up  in 
his  memory  to  be  taken  notice  of  at 
a    more    fit    feafon.     Meanwhile    we 
weighed  anchor,    and  on  our  way  to 
the   Downs,   the   madman,   who   was 
treated  as  a  prifoner,  took  an  opportu- 
nity,  while  the  centinel  attended  him 
at  the  head,  to  leap  over- board,   and 
fruftrate  the  revenge  of   the  captain. 
We  ftaid  not  long  at  the  Downs,  but 
took  the  benefit  of    the    firft    eafterly 
wind  to  go  round  to  Spithead;  where 
having  received  on  board  proriiion  fop 
fix  months,  we  failed  from  St.  Helen's 
in  the  grand  fleet  bound  for  the  Weft- 
Indies,  on  the  ever- memorable  expedi- 
tion of  Carthagena. 

It  was  not  without  great  mortifica- 
tion I  faw  myfelf  on  the  point  of  being 
tranfported  to  fuch  a  diltant  and  un- 
healthy climate,  deftitute  of  every  con- 
venience that  could  render  fuch  a  voy- 
age fupportable;  and  under  the  domi- 
nion or  an  arbitrary  tyrant,  whole 
command  was-almoft  intolerable.  How- 
ever, as  thefe  complaints  were  com- 
mon to  a  great  many  on  board,  I  refolv- 
ed  to  fubmit  patiently  to  my  fate,  and 
contrive 


RODERICK    RANDOM. 


103 


con'rive  to  make  myfelf  as  eafy  as  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  v.ould  allow.  We 
it  of  the  channel  with  a  prof- 
breeze,  which  died  away,  leav- 
ing us  becalmed  ahuut  fifty  leagues  to 
tk«  weftwaid  of  the  Lizard,  But  this 
Itate  of  inaition  did  not  laft  long; 
fi.r  iaxt  nit,lit  cur  main  top-fail  was 
fplit  by  the  wind,  which  in  the  morn- 
ing increafed  to  a  hurricane.  I  was 
wakened  by  a  molt  humble  din  occa- 
ftoned  by  the  play  of  the  gun-carri- 
ages upon  the  deck  ?bove,  the  crack- 
ing of  c.thliiivs,  the  howling  of  the 
wind  through  ill--  (Lionels,,  the  confuted 
roilL  ot  the  (hip's  crew,  the  pipes  of 
the  bo.itlwain  and  his  mates,  the  trum- 
pets of  the  lieutenants,  and  the  clank- 
ing of  the  chain  pumps.  Morgan, 
who  had  never  been  at  leu  before,  turn- 
ed out  in  a  gieat  luuiy,  crying,  *  Got 

*  have  rr.ercy  and  compaflion  upon  us! 

*  I  belie\«  we  have  got  upon  the  con- 

*  fines   of  Lucifer   and    the   d — ned!' 
while  poor  Thomfon   lay  quaking  in 
his  hammock,  putting  up  petitions  to 
Heaven  for   01:1     fafety.     I    role   and 
joined    the   Welchnianj    with  whom, 
after   having    fortified    omlelves  with 
brandy,  I  went  above:   but  if  my  fenfe 
of  htarii.g   was    riaitled  before,    how 
inuft  my   fight   have  been    apailed    in 
beholding    ihe   eftVcls    of    the   Aoim! 
The  fea  was  (welled  into  billows  moun- 
tain-high, en  the  top  of  which  our  (hip 
Sometimes  hung  ns  if  it  was  about  to 
be   precipitated   to    the   abyis    below! 
fometimes  we  funk  between  two  waves 
that  role  on  each  fu't  l.i^lur  than  our 
topmaft-head,  and  threatened  by  dafli- 
ing  together  to  overwhelm  us  in  a  mo- 
ment!    Of  all  our  fleet,  confirming  of 
a  hundred  and  fifty  fail,  1'carce  twelve 
appealed,  and  thele  <iiivinp;  under  their 
bare  poles,  at  the  mercy  or  the  temper!. 
At  length  the  malt  if  one  of  them  gave 
way,    and  tumbled  overboard  with  a 
hideous  cralh.     Nor  was  the  piolpcct 
in  our  own  fliip  much  more  agreeable; 
a    number  of  officers  and   lailors  ran 
backward    and    forward    with  dillrac- 
tion  in  their   looks,  hollowing  to  one 
another,  and  undetermined  what  they 
fhculd  attend  to  fiilt.     Some  clung  to 
the  yards,  endeavouring  to  unbend  the 
fails    that    were  fplit    into   a    thouland 
pieces    flapping    in    the    wind;     others 

u  iuil  ihofe  that  were  yet  whole; 
v.hilc  the  matts,  at  every  pitch,  bent 
and  quivered  like  tw;^s,  as  if  they 


would  have  fnivercd  info  innumerable 
fpl inters.  While  I  confidered  thi§ 
fccne  with  equal  terror  and  tftoni/h- 
ment,  one  of  tl.e  main  brace*  broke; 
V»v  thr  mock  whereof  two  Tailors  were 
flung  from  the  yard's  arm  into  the  fea, 
where  they  ptriihed,  and  poor  Jack 
Rattlin  thrown  down  upon  the  deck,  at 
theexpence  of  a  broken  le^.  Morgan 
and  I  inn  immediately  to  hit  aflill  nice, 
and  found  a  fplintsr  of  the  thin-bone 
thruftby  the  violenceof  tl-  -fall  through 
the  (kin:  ns  this  wa»  a  cafe  of  too 
great  cor.ff!quence  to  be  treated  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  doctor,  I  went 
down  to  his  cabbin  to  inform  him  of  the 
accident,  as  \v-,-i!  as  to  bring  up  dref- 
fincrg,  which  we  always  kept  ready 
prepared.  I  enten-d  his  apartment  with- 
out any  ceremony,  and  by  the  glim- 
mering  of  a  lamp  perceived  him  on 
his  knees,  before  fomething  that  very 
much  refembles  a  crucifix;  but  this 
I  will  not  infill  upon,  that  I  may  not 
feem  too  rrnuh  a  /live  to  common  le- 
port,  which  indeed  aflifted  my  con- 
jecture on  th«s  occafion,  by  reprefcnt- 
mg  Dr.  Markflnne  as  n  member  of 
the  church  of  Rome.  Be  this  as  it 
will,  begot  up  i,i  n  foit  of  confufion, 
occaiioned,  I  fnp;'..f^,  by  his  being  dit- 
turbed  in  his  devoti  •!!,  .ind  in  a  trice 
fnatched  the  fubj--ct  of  my  fafpicion 
from  my  f'ght.  After  making  an  apo- 
logy for  >ny  intrulion,  I  acquainted 
him  with  the  fiuiation  of  Kartlin,  bi.t 
could  by  no  means  prevail  upon  him  to 
vifit  him  on  deck  where  lie  lay;  he 
bade  me  <!?(ire  the  boatfwain  to  order 
fome  of  (he  men  to  carry  Ivm  down 
to  tilt  cockj.iti  «  And  i:i  t!ie  nu-an  time,' 
faid  he,  «  1  will  i',n.d  I  nomlon  to  ^et 
'  ready  the drelOnga,'  W!>  nlfignified 
to  the  hoatlwiui  tlie  I'oo  v\-\  drfire,  he 
fwore  a  tei'rible  o  .th,  that  he  could  not 
fpare  one  man  from  the  «teck,  be- 
caufe  he  expedled  the  mall  would  yo 
bv  the  board  every  minute.  This  piece 
f'f  information  did  not  at  all  contiibute 
to  my  peace  of  mind;  however,  as  my> 
fnend  Rattlin  Complained  very  much, 
with  the  alfillance  cf  Morgan,  I  lup- 
ported  him  to  :hc  |,i\vcr  >iecic;  whither 
Mr.  Macklhane,  atui  .nuch  ei>; 
ventured  to  come,  attended  by  Tnom 
fon,  w-th  a  b<«x  full  of  .irHfiiigs,  and 
his  own  fcivant,  who  i -fi-iiJ  .;  \vi: 
ot  capital  inlhurr.tnJS.  H  examiiud 
the  fracture  and  the  woun 
eluding  from  a  livid  coloir 
O  a 
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jifV'if  upon  the  limb,  that  a  mortifica- 
tion would  enfui1,  refclved  to  amputate 
,  immediately.  This  was  a  dread- 
ful fcntcnce  to  the  patient,  who  re- 
cruiting himfelf  with  a  quid  cf  tobacco, 
pronounced  with  a  woeful  countenance, 
'  What!  is  there  no  remedy,  doctor? 
'  nuift  I  be  'dock'd!  Can't  yon  ([live 

*     il?' <        A  (V:,iv..r!'v  T1.-,A,,l-         \f-ir1r- 


'   flvme,'  faid  the  firft  imte,  '  with  fub- 
'  mirtidn   an'd    deference,    and   venera- 

*  tion  to   your    fii;  erior  abilities,    and 
'  opportunities,  and  (rations,  look  you, 
'  I  do  apprehend,   and  conjecture,  and 
'  aver,    that  there  is   no  occafion   nor 

*  nece'Tify  to  fir.ite  off  this  poor  man's 
r  leg.' — '  G  id    Almighty   blefs    you, 

*  dear     Welchm  in!'      ciied     Rattlin; 

*  may  you  have  fair  wind  and  weather 
'  wheiefoever  you're  hound,   and  come 
'  to  an  anchor  in  ther<iad  of  Heaven  at 
'  laft.*     Mackfhane,    very    much    in- 
cenfed  at  his  mate's  differing  in  opinion 
from  him  fo  oper.ly,   anfwered,  that  he 
was  not  bound   to  give  an  account  of 
Ins  practice  to  him;  nnd  in  a  peremp- 
tory  tone,    ordered"  him  to  apply  the 
tourniquet.     At    the    fight   of   which, 
Jack  flailing  up,  crifd,   '  Avaft,  avaft! 
'   d — n  my  heart,   if  you  clap  your  nip- 

*  person   me,    till  I  know  wherefore! 

*  Mr.  Random,  won't  you  lend  a  hand 

*  towards    laving    my    previous    limb? 
'  Odd's  heart,   if  Lieutenant  Bowling 
'   was  here,    he  would   not   fuffer  Jack 

*  Rattlin's  leg  to  be  chopped  off  like  a 
'  piece  of  old  junk.'  This  pathetick  ad- 
tire  is  to  me,   joined  to   my  inclination 
to  fcrve  my  honeft  friend,    and  the  rea- 
fons  I  had  to  believe  there  was  no  clan- 
ger   in   delaying   the  amputation,     in- 
duced me  to  declare  my  ft  if  of  the  firft 
mate's  opinion,  and  affirm  that  the  pre- 
ternatural coloiir  of  tht  Ikin  was  owing 
to  an  inflammation  occifioned  by  acon- 
tufion,    and  common  in  all  fuch  cafes, 
•without  any  indication  of  an  approach- 
ing gangrene.     Morgan,    who   had  a 
great  opinion  of    my  (kill,    manifestly 
exulted    in   my   fellowfhip,    and   alked 
Thomibn's   fentiments   of  the   matter, 
in  hope?  of  itiengthening  our  aflocia- 
tion  with  him  too;  but  he,  being  of  a 
ineek  djfpofition,  and   either  dreading 
the  enmity  ot  .the  furgeon,  or  fpeaking 
the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,    in 
a  modeft  manner,  efpoufed  ttie  opinion 
of  Mackfhane.   who  by  this  time,  hav- 
ing confulted  with  himAilf,  detejrniped 
to  act  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fkicen 


himfelf  from  cenfure;  and  at  the  fame 
time  revenge  himfelf  on  us,  for  our 
arrogance  in  contradifting  him.  VViili 
this  view,  he  aflced,  if  we  would  un- 
dertake to  cure  the  leg  at  our  peril; 
that  is,  be  anfwerable  for  the  confe- 
qucnce.  To  this  queition  Morgan  re- 
plied, that  the  lives  of  his  creatures 
are  in  the  hands  of  Got  alone;  and  it 
would  be  great  piefumption  in  him  to 
undertake  for  an  event  that  was  in  the 
power  of  his  Maker,  no  more  than  the 
doctor  could  promife  to  cure  all  the 
fick  to  whom  he  adminiltcred  his  affif- 
tance;  but  if  the  patient  would  put 
himfelf  under  our  direction,  we  would 
do  our  endeavour  to  bring  his  diftem- 
per  to  a  favourable  iffue,  to  which,  at 
prc-fent  we  law  no  obstruction.  I  fig- 
nified  my  concurrence;  and  Rattlin 
was  fo  overjoyed,  that,  fliaking  us  both 
by  the  hands,  he  ("wore  nobody  e!fe 
(hould  touch  him,  '>ud  if  he  died,  his 
blood  (hould  be  up  ii  his  own  head. 
Mr.  Mackfhane,  flattering  himfelf 
witii  the  profpect  of  our  mifcarriage, 
went  away,  and  left  us  to  manage  it 
as  we  (hould  think  proper:  according- 
ly, having  fawed  off  part  of  the  fplin- 
ter  that  (tuck  through  the  Ikin,  we 
reduced  the  fracture,  drefled  the  wound, 
applied  llie  eighteen-tailed  bandage, 
and  put  the  leg  in  zboxftatnJitmarttm. 
Every  thing  lucceeded  according  to  our 
wifh,  and  we  h:ul  the  fatisfaction  of 
not  only  preferving  the  poor  fellow's 
leg,  but  likewife  of  rendering  the  doc- 
tor contemptible  among  the  (hip's  com- 
pany, who  had  all  their  eyes  on  us  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  this  cure,  which 
was  compleated  in  fix  weeks. 


CHAP.     XXIX. 

MACK  SHANE'S  MALICE — i  AM    TA- 
KEN    UP     AND    IMPRISONED    FOR 

A    SPY — MORGAN    MEETS   WITH 

THE   SAME   FATE THOMSON    IS 

TAMPERED  WITH  TO  TURN  EVI- 
DENCE AGAINST  US  — DISDAINS 
THE  PROPOSAL,  AND  IS  MAL- 
TREATED FOR  HIS  INTEGRITY 

MORGAN  IS  RELEASED  TO  ASSIST 
THE  SURGEON  DURING  AM  EN- 
GAGEMENT WITH  'SOME  FRENCH 
SHIPS  OF  WAR— J  REMAIN  FET- 
TERED ON  THE  POOP,  EXPOSED 
TO  THE  ENEMY'S  SHOT,  AND 
GROW  DELIRIOUS  WITH  FEAR — 


RODERICK    RANDOM. 


—  AM     COltPORTK'l     AFTER     THE 
BA  I  :>),        WHO 

AK3      PURELY     (IF      IHt     CAP 

TAIN;    is    ovi;;iMKAK;> 

3       A- 

CAINST      HIM,      AND      AGAIN 

r .'.  \-  a  ••  i  ;>  —  ",o\vs 

I'ERATE,        ANp       NPTWITH- 
•  TAN.MNn      THl-  RA.N- 

MORO  AN    AND    Mh,    GOES 
OVERBOARD  IN  THE  NIGHT. 

IN  the  mean  time,  the  ftonn  fubfid- 
ed  into  a  biiflc  g.ile,  that  carried  us 
into  the  w.iim  latitudes,  wh»;ie  tlio 
weather  became  intoler.tble,  and  the 
crew  very  fickly.  The  doclor  left  no- 
thing un-utempted  towanis  the  com- 
pletion of  his  vengeance  againlt  the 
Welchman  and  me.  He  went  among 
the  fstk,  under  pretence  of  enquiring 
in'o  their  grievances,  with  a  view  of 
picking  up  complaints  to  our  prejudice; 
but  fin. ling  himfelf  frultrated  in  that 
expectation  by  ihe  good- will  we  had 
pro.ru red  fi\>m  the  patients  by  our  di- 
e  aiul  hu.:ianiiy,  he  took*  t lie  re- 
folution  of  litlening  to  our  conveifi- 
tion,  by  hiding  himlelf  behiiu!  the  can- 
vas that  furrour.ded  our  birth;  heie 
Coo  he  was  deteftW  by  the  boy  . 
niefs,  who  acquainted  us  with  this 
;  of  bc-haviiiir;  and  one  night, 

while  we  were  pie-king  a  lar-Te  bune  of 
lilt  beef,  Morgan  diiccrned  Ibniething 
Air  en  theoutfiJeof  our  hangings,  which 
immediately  interpreting  to  be  tht  doc-' 
tor,  he  tipt  me  the  wink,  and  pointed 
to  the  place,  where  I  could  perceive 
fomebody  (landing;  upon  which  I 
fnatchcd  up  the  ,  I  levelled  it 

•  with  all  my  force  at  him,  laying,  *  Who- 
vou   are,   take  that   for  your  cu- 
'  riofity.'     It    i.  ined    efFeft, 

for  we  heard  the  hiL-ncr  tumble  down, 
an. I  .-.fterwimls  crawl  to  his  own  cabbin. 
1  applauded  my.'elf  much  for  this  fear, 
which  turned  cut  one  of  the  molt  un- 
lucky exploits  of  my  life,  Mukfliane 
from  th  it  tirm-  maiking  me  out  for  de- 
fljuclion.  About  a  week  after  this 
exploit,  as  I  was  going  my  rounds 
among  the  fick,  I  was  taken  pii.'bncr, 
.rrie.i  to  the  poop  by  the  ma'.ler 
at  arms,  whcie  I  was  loaded  with  irons, 
and  ftaph-d  to  the  dec,1'.,  on  pietcnce 
that  I  wis  a  ipy  on  boir<l,  ami  had 
confp.:  r  the  captain's  life. 

How  ridiculous  foever  tlii*  imputation 
prtfi  I  did  not  fail  to  fuller  by  it  all 
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the  lig.mr  that  conM  he  ftiewn  to  the 

:;mina!s,    heing  ex  poled  ia 

i')ie  ton  htion  to  the  fcorch- 

i'tin   by   day,   and  the 

ilefome  damps  by  night,   during 

tl.o  (pace  of  twelve  day«f   in  which  I 

•i<r|it  to  trial,   nor  exa- 

niin;  <  touching  the  probability  of  my 

;u>  fooner  recovered  the 

-.'(.in,    vvhich   had  beeu 

quite  overthrown  by  this  accident,  tli  m 

I  lent  for  Thcmlbnj  who,  afrer  con- 

i7ic  on  the  occafi.m,  hinted,  that 

I  owei)  this  misfortune  to  the  hatred  of 

the  doflor,   who  had  given   an  infor- 

•i  a^nihlt  me  to  the  capt.tin,  ia 
confequence  of  which  I  was  arrefted, 
and  all  my  papers  feizsd.  While  I 
was  curfing  my  capricious  fate,  I  faw 
Morgan  alcend  the  poop,  guarded  by 
two  corporals,  who  made  him  fir  down 
by  me,  that  he  might  be  pinioned  in  the 
lame  machine.  Notwithstanding  my 
liaiation,  I  could  fcarce  refrain  from 

mg  at  the  countenance  of  my  fel- 
,  ilonci;  who,  without -fpeaking 
one  word,  allowed  his  feet  to  be  in- 
clofed  in  the  lings  provided  for  tint 
purpofe;  but  when  they  pretended  to 
fallen  him  on  his  back,  he  grew  out- 
rageous, and  dia.ving  a  large  couteau 
from  his  fi.le-pcckc't,  threatened  to  rip 
up  the  belly  ot  :!K  H:lt  man  that  ftiould 
approach  him,  in  order  to  treat  him  ia 
fuch  an  unwoi  thy  manner.  They  were 
preparing  to  ule  him  very  roughly, 
when  the  lieutenant  on  the  quarter- 
deck called  up  to  thorn  to  let  him  re- 
in .in  ns  he  w.is.  lie  then  crept  to- 
waids  rrv,  and  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
bide  me  put  rrvy  trull  in  Got.  And 
looking  at  Thornton,  who  fat  by  u« 
trembling,  with  a  pile  vifige,  told  bicnt 
there  were  two  more  rings  for  his  feet, 
and  he  fhottld  h-  <;!ad  '.o  find  him  in 
Aith  good  company.  But  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  our  adverlaiy  to  in  elude 
the  fecond  mite  i;i  our  fate;  him  he 
exempted,  to  be  his  drudge  m  attending 
;  and,  it  ;  ;iiiil  •,  In-;  i  vi  lence 
againli.us:  with  this  view,  he  founded 
him  afar  o!i",  but  finding  his  integiity 
incorruptible,  h  ii  r. i  (Fed  limi  fo  much 
out  of  fpite,  that  in  a  Ihort  time  thif 
mil  i  ciearine  re*  weary  of  his  life. 
While  I  an'l  my  fellow  -  pi  ifonfrcom- 
jrher  in  our  tribulation,  the 
admiral  discovered  f.'ur  fail  to  leew  uj, 
aiu!  made  fj-j.'ia!  for  our  Ihip  .md  four 
more  to  cha;v.  ikitu^ou  every  thing 
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was  cleared  for  an  engagement;    and 
Mackihane  forefeeing  he   mould  have 
occaiion  for  more  affiftarits  than  one, 
obtained  Morgan's  liber'y;  while  I  was 
Jctt  in   this  deplorable   pofture  to   the 
chance  of  battle.     It  was  almoft  dark 
when  we  came  up  with  the  fternmoft 
chace,  which  we  hailed,  ami  enquiied 
who  they  were;   they  gave  us   to  un- 
derttand  they  were  French  men  ofwnr, 
upon   which    Captain    Oakhum    com- 
manded  them    to   lend    their  boat  on 
board  of  him;  but  they  reftifed,  telling 
him,  if  he  had  any  biitinefs  with  them, 
to  come  on   board  of  their  (hip.     He 
then  threatened  to  pour  in  a  brc  dfule 
upon  them,  which  they  promifed  to  re- 
turn.    Both  fides  were  as  good  as  their 
word,  and  the  engagement  began  with 
great  fury.     The  reader  may  gtiei's  how 
1  patTed  my  time,  l)ing  in  this  helplefs 
fituation,    amidit  the  terrors  of   a  lea- 
fight,  expecting  every   moment  to  be 
cut  alunder  or  darned   in  pieces  by  the 
enemy's  (hot!   I  endeavoured  to  com- 
pcfe  my  felt'  as  much  as  poffible,  by  ic- 
fkcling  that  I  was  not  a  whit  more  ex- 
pofed  than   thofe    who   were   Rationed 
about  inr:  but  when  1  beheld  them  em- 
ployed without  intermidlon  in   annoy- 
ing the  foe,  and  encouraged  by  the  fo- 
ciety  and  behaviour  of  one  another,   I 
could  eafily  perceive   a  wide  difference 
between    their    condition    and    mine: 
however,  I  concealed  my  agitation  as 
well  as  I  could,  till  the  head  of   the 
officer  of  marines  who  Mood  near  me, 
being  (hot  off,  bounced  fiom  the  deck 
athwart  my  face,  leaving  me  well  nigh 
blinded  with  brains.     I  could  contain 
irtyfelf  no  longer,  but  began  to  bellow 
with  all    the    ftiength    of    my    lungs: 
when  a  drummer  coming  towards  me, 
siked  if  I  was  wounded,  and  before  I 
could  anfwer,  received  a  great  (hot  in 
his  belly  which  toreout  his  entrails,  and 
he  fell  flat  on  my  bread.    This  accident 
entirely  bereft  me  of  all  difcreiion:  I 
redoubled  my  cries,  which  were  drown- 
ed in  the  noife  of  the  battle;  and  find- 
ing myfelf  difregarded,  loft  all  patience, 
and  became  frantick:  I  vented  my  rage 
in  oaths  and  execrations,  till  my  Ij.iriis 
being  quite  exbaulled,  I  remained  quiet, 
and  tnfenftble  of  the  load  that  oppref- 
fed  me.     The    engagement   lafttd  till 
btoad  day,     when    Captain    Oak  ham, 
finding  he  was  like  to  gain  neither  ho- 
nour nor  advantage  by  the  affair,  pre- 


tended to  be  undeceived  by  feeing  their 
coioursj    and    hailing    the    ftiip    with 
whom  he  had  fought  all  night,   pro- 
telteJ  lie  believed  them  Spaniards;   an<J 
the  guns  being  filenced  on  each  fide, 
ordered  the  barge  to  be  hoiiled   out, 
and  went  on  board  of  the  French  com- 
modore.    Our  lofs  amounted    to   ten 
killed,    and  eighteen    wounded,    mod 
part   of  whom  afterwards  died.     My 
fellow-mates  had  no  fooner  difpatched 
their  bnfinefs  in  the  cock-pit,  than,  full 
of  friendly  concern,  they  came  to  vifit 
me.    Morgan  afcendingfidi,  and  feeing 
my  face:-',  lino  it  covered  with  brains  and 
blood,   concluded  I  was  no  longer  a 
man  tor  this    world;   and    calling    to 
Thomfon   with   great   emotion,    bade 
him  come  up,  and  take  his  lalt  farewel 
of  his  comrade  and  countryman,  who 
was   porting  to  a  petter  place,   where 
there  were  no  Mackihanes   nor  Oak- 
hunis    to   al'perfe    and    torment    him. 
No/  faid  he,  taking  me  by  the  hand, 
you  are   going  to  a   country  where 
there  is  morerelpec"l  (hewn  to  unfor- 
tunate Ihentlemen,    and   where  yon 
will  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  peholding 
your  adverfaries  toifing  upon  pillows 
of    purning  primftone.'     Thomfon, 
alarmed  at  this  apoftrophe,   made  halie 
to  the  place  where  I  lay,   and  fitting 
down  by  me,   with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
enquired  into  the  nature  of  my  calamity. 
By  this  time  I  had  recollected  myfelf  fo 
far  as  to  be  able  to  converfe  rationally 
with  my  friends,  whom,  to  their  great 
fatisf..61ion,   I  immediately  undeceived 
with  regard  to  their  apprehenlion  of  my 
being  mortally  wounded.     After  I  had 
got   myfelf  difengagtd  from  the  car- 
nage in  which  I  wallowed,    and  par- 
taken of  a  refreftiment  which  my  friends 
brought  along  with   them,  we  entered 
into  d'fcourfe  upon   the  hardfhips  we 
luftained,    and  fpoke  very  freely  of  the 
authors  of  our  miiery:   but  our  dif- 
courfe  being  overheard  by  the  centinel 
who  guarded  me,  he  was  no  fconer  re- 
lieved,  than  he  reported  to  the  captain 
every  fyllable  of  cur  converfation,    ac- 
cording to  the  orders    he  had  received. 
The  tfVtcT:  of  this  information  fen  n  ap- 
peaied  in  the  arrival  of   the  malter  at 
arms,  who  replaced  Morgan  in  his  for- 
mer ftation  j   and  gave  the  iecond  mate 
a  caui ion  to  keep  a  ftri£l  guard  over 
his    tongue,    if    he   did    not    chufe  to 
accompany    us    in    our    confinement. 
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i  "itt  for? fcrlnp  that  the  wru 

.  md- 

\\rll  .is  :hc  uudiy  of  Mack- 
,    mult  now  fall 

grew  ,    and 

though  I    ntver   heard    lti:i. 
fore,  i'  .MI  (lie 

•  i   ins  opj'iu'  .1  •-,  <ic 
he  woulil    Mther  quit  life  altogether, 

•.-  muih   longer    under   tlic  pow- 

I'nch  Ivubaiuns.     I   was  not  a 

little  ftartled  at  h;s  vivacity,  and  en- 

;ired  to  alleviate   Ins   complaints, 

'relenting  tiie  fubjrft  of   my  own 
\vith  as  much  aggravation  as  it  vrould 

by  wliui;  comp.uifon  he  inighl 
lee  the  balance  of  misfortune  lay  on  my 
fide,  and  take  an  example  from  me  of 
foititinie  and  lubmiflion,  till  ftich  time 
as  we  could  procure  redrefs,  which  I 
hoped  was  not  far  off,  confutenng  that 
we  fhould  probably  be  in  an  harbour  in 
Mi,  than  three  days,  where  we  (hould 
have  an  opportunity  of  preferring  our 
complaints  to  the  ad  ir.iral.  The  Welch  - 
man  joined  in  my  remonftrances,  and 
was  at  great  pains  to  demonltrate,  that 
it  was  every  man's  duty  as  well  as  in- 
t«re!t  to  rciign  himfelf  to  the  Divine 
will,  and  look,  upon  hiirfelf  as  a  centi- 
ne!  upon  duty,  who  's  by  no  means  at 
liberty  to  leave  his  poll  before  he  is  re- 
lieved. Thomfon  liftened  attentively 
to  what  we  faid;  and  at  lait,  (bedding  a 
flnod  of  tears,  Ihook  hi»  head,  and  left 
vs  without  mak-ng  any  reply.  About 
eleven  at  night  he  came  to  fee  us  again, 
with  a  fettled  gloom  on  his  countenance, 
and  gave  us  to  tmderftand  that  he  had 
undergone  exceflue  toil  fmce  he  faw  us, 
and  in  recompence  had  been  grofsly  a- 
buled  by  the  do&or,  who-  taxed  him 
with  being  confederate  with  us,  in  a 
ilefign  of  taking  away  his  life  and  that 
of  the  captain.  After  loroe  time  fpent 
in  mutual  exhortation,  he  got  up,  and 
fqueezing  me  by  the  hand  with  an  un- 
common fenrour,  cried,  '  God  blefs  you 
'  both!'  and  leh  us  TO  wonder  at  his 
fmgular  manner  of  parting  with  us, 
which  did  rot  fail  to  make  an  imprel- 
fion  on  us  both. 

Next  iroining,  when  the  hour  of  vi- 
fita-ion  came  round,  this  unhappy 
young  man  was  milJing,  and  after  ftricl 
(earch,  fuppoleil  to  have  gone  over- 
board in  t!ie  nigh1.:  and  this  was  cer- 
tainty the  call. 


CHAP.    XXX. 

WE    LAMENT     THE     FATE     OK    OU* 

co.Mi'AMMN — THE  CAPTAIN  op- 

FKKS  MORGAN  HIS  LIBERTr, 
WHICH  HF  REFUSES  TO  ACCEPT 
—  WE  ARE  BROUGHT  BEFORE  HIM 

AND        EXAM1NKD V1OROAN        IS 

,  SKNT  BACK  INTO  CUSTODY, 
WHITHER  ALSO  I  AM  REMAND- 
ED, AFTER  A  CURIOUS  TRIAL. 

THE  news  of  this   event  affefted 
my    fel!ow-prifoner   and   me    ex- 
tremely, as  our  unfortunate  companion 
had  jultly  acquired,  by  his  amiable  dif- 
pofition,  the  love  and  tHtemof  us  boih  j 
and  the  more  we  regretted  l<is  untime- 
ly fate,  the  greater  horror  we  conceived 
for   the  villain  who  was  undoubtedly 
the  occafion  of  it.     This    abandoned 
mifcreant    did    not   difcover    the    leaft 
lymptom    of   concern  for    Thomfon's 
death,  although  he  muft  have  been  con- 
fcious  to  himfelf  of  having  driven  him 
l>y  ill    ufige  to    that  fatal  refolution; 
but  defired  the  captain  to  fet  Morgan 
at  liberty  again  to   look  after  the  pa- 
tients.    Accordingly,  one  of  the  cor- 
porals was  fent  up  to  unfetter  him;  and 
he  pioteftrd  he  would  not  be  releafed 
until  he  mould  know  for  what  he  was 
confine  J;  nor  would  he  be  a  tennis- 
ball,   nor  a  mittle-cock,  nor  a  trudge, 
nor  a  fcullion,  to  any  captain  under  the 
fun.     Oakhum  finding  him  cblfinate, 
and  fearing  it  would  not  be  in  his  power 
to  exercife  his  tyranny    much    longer 
with   impunity,    was  willing   to   fliew 
fome  appearance  of  juftice,  and  there, 
fore  ordered  us  both  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him  on  the  quarter-deck,   where 
he  Pu  in  Itate,   with  his  clerk  on  one 
fide,  and  his  counfellor  MacUhane  on 
the  other.     When  we  approached,  he 
honoured  us  with  this  falutation:  «  So, 
gentlemen,  damn  my  blood!  many  a 
captain  in  the  navy  wouldhaveordered 
you  both  to  he  tuck'd  up  to  the  yai  d'« 
arm,   without  either  judge  or  jury, 
for  the  ciimes  you  have  been  guilty 
of;  but,  damn  my  blood!  I  have  too 
much  good  nature,  in  ahawing  lucli 
dogs  as  you  to  m:ike  your  dc-, 
— '  Captain  Oaklmm,'  faid  my 
fnfierer,  «  ceruinly  it  is  in  your  power 
«   (Gjt  help  the  while)   to  tuck   us  -If 
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up  at  your  will,  and  defire,  and  plea- 

fuies.    And  perhaps  it  would  he  pet- 

ter   for  fome   of  us  to  be  tucked  up, 

than  undergo  the   miferies  to  which 

we  have  been  expofed.     So  may  tlie 

farmer  hang  his  kids  for   his   diver- 

fion,    and    amufement,    and   mirth; 

but  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  juftice, 

if  not  upon  earth,  furely  in  Heaven, 

that  will  punim  with   fire  and  prim- 

ftone  all  thofe  who   take  away   the 

lives  of  innocent  people  out  ot  wan- 

tonnefs  and  parparity,  look  you.     In 

the  mean   time,    I   (lull  be  glad  to 

know  the  crimes  laid  to  my  charge, 

and  fee  the  jierfon  who  accufes  me.' 

— «  That  you  mall,'  faid  the  captain. 

«  Here,  doclor,  what  have  you  to  fay?' 

Mackfliane  ftepping  forward,   hemmed 

a   good   while,    in    order  to  clear   his 

throat,   and  before  he  began,   Morgan 

accofted  him    thus:    '  Doftor  Mnck- 

•  mane,   look  in  my  face — look  in   the 
'  face  of  an  honelt  man,  who  abhors 

•  a  falfe  witnefs  as  he  abhors  the  tevil, 

•  and  Got  be  judge  between  you  and 

•  me.'     The  do6lor   not  minding  this 
conjuration,  made  the  following  fpeecli, 
as  near  as  I  can  remember:    '  I'll  till 
«  you  what,  Mr.  Morgan,  to  be  fure 
«  what  you  fay  is  juft,  in  regard  to  an 
'  honed  man;  and  if  fo  be  it  appears 

•  as  how  you  are  an  honeft  man,  then 

•  it  is  my  opinion   that   you  dcferve  to 

•  be  acquitted,  in  relation  to  that  there 
'  affair;  for  I  tell  you  what,   Captain 
«  Oakhum  is  refolved  to  do  every  body 

•  juftice.    Asfor  my  own  part,  all  that  I 
«  have  to  alledge,   is,   that  I  have  been 
«  informed  you  have  fpoken  difrefpec'l- 

•  ful  words  againfl  your  captain,  who, 
«  to  be  fure,  is  the  molt  honourable  and 

•  generous  commander   in    the  king's 
«  fervicc,  without  afparagement  or  ac- 

•  ceptation  of  man,  woman,  or  child.' 
Having  uttered  this  elegant  harangue, 
on  which  he  feemed  to  pi  nine  himfelf, 
Morgan  replied,    '  I  do  partly  guefs, 

•  and  conceive,    and    underhand  your 
«  meaning,  which  I  wifh  could  be  more 
'  explicit:  but  however,  I  do  fuppofe, 

•  I  am  not  to  be  condemned  upon  bare 
'  hear-fay;    or  if   I  am    convicted  of 
«  fpeaking    difrefpeclful     of     Captain 
«  Oakhum,  I  hope  there  is  no  treafon 
'  in  my  words.' — '  But  there's  muti- 
'  ny,  by  God!  and  that's  death  by  the 
«  articles  of  war,'  cried  Oakhum.     « In 
«  the  mean  time,    let  the  witnefles  be 
«  called.'     Hereupon  Mackfliane's  fer» 


vant  appeared,  and  the  boy  of  our  mefs, 
whom  they  had  (educed  and  tutored  for 
the  purpofe.  The  firit  declared,  that 
Morgan,  as  he  defcended  the  cockpit- 
ladder,  one  day  curled  the  captain,  and 
called  him  a  (avage  bealr,  faying,  he 
ought  to  be  hunted  down  as  an  enemy 
to  mankind.  '  This,'  (aid  the  clerk, 
'  is  a  ttrong  prefutnption  of  a  defign 
'  formed  againit  the  captain's  life. 
'  For  why?  it  prefuppofes  malice  afore - 
'  thought  and  a  criminal  intention 
'  a  priori.'' — 'Right,'  (aid  the  captain 
to  this  miferable  grub,  who  had  been 
an  attorney's  boy,  '  you  mill  have  l:iw 
'  enough;  here's  Cook  and  Littlejohn 
'  for  it.'  This  evidence  was  confirmed 
by  the  boy,  who  affirmed  he  heard  the 
fir  ft  mate  lay,  that  the  captain  had  no 
more  bowels  tlnn  a  bear,  and  the  ftir- 
geon  had  no  moie  brains  than  an  afs. 
Then  the  centinel  who  heard  our  dif- 
coiuie  on  the  poop  was  examined,  and 
informed  the  court  that  the  Welchman 
aflured  me,  Captain  Oakhum  and 
Doclor  Mackftiane  would  tots  upon 
billows  ol  binning  brimftone  in  hell 
for  their  barbarity.  The  clerk  oh- 
d'rved,  that  there  was  an  evident  pre- 
judicaiion,  which  confirmed  the  former 
fulpicion  of  a  confpiracy  againft  the  life 
of  Captain  Qakhum;  for,  becaufe, 
how  could  Morgan  i'o  pufitively  pro- 
nounce  ti;:it  the  captain  and  furgeon 
would  be  damned,  unlcfs  hf  liad  an  in- 
tention to  make  away  with  them  before 
they  could  have  time  to  repent.  This 
fage  explanation  had  great  weight  with 
our  noble  commander,  who  exclaimed, 
'  What  have  you  to  fay  to  'his,  Taffy? 
'  you  feem  10  be  taken  all  a  back, 
'  brother,  ha!'  Morgr.n  was  too  much 
of  a  gentleman  to  diTown  the  texr,  al- 
though he  absolutely  denied  the  truth 
ot  the  comment:  upon  which  the  cap- 
tain, itrutting  up  to  him,  with  a  fero- 
cious' countenance,  (aid,  '  So,  Mr. 
Ion  of  a  bitch,  you  confefs  you  ho- 
noured me  with  the  names  of  bear 
and  beaft,  and  pronounced  my  dam- 
nation! Damn  my  heart,  I  have  a 
good  mind  to  have  you  brought  to  a 
court-martial  and  hanged,  you  dog!' 
Here  Mackfliane,  having  occafion  for 
an  affirtant,  inttrpofed,  nnd  begged  the 
captain  to  pardon  Mr.  Morgan,  with 
his  wonted  goodnefs,  upon  condition 
that  he  the  delinquent  ftiould  make 
fuch  fubmiilion  as  the  nature  of  his 
rmfdemeanour  demanded.  Upon  which 
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the  Camhro.Briton;  who  on  this  occa- 
fion    would   h.ive  made  no  (ubfltifiian 
to  the  Gie.it   Mogul   furrounded  with 
his  guards,   thanked  the  doll  or  fur  hu 
ition,    and    acknowledged    him- 
fclf    in    the    wrong    for    calling    the 
of  Clod  a  pcj(l:   '  But,'  faid  he, 
I  ("poke  by  metaphor,    and  parable, 
ami  companion,    and  types;    as  we 
figniiy  metkiK-is  by  a  lamb,  Ictchery 
by  a  goat,   and  craftincfs  by  a  fox; 
Co  we  liken  ignorance  to  an  afs,   and 
brutality   to   a  bear,    and   i'ury  to  a 
tyger;  therefore  I  made  ufe  of   thefe 
funilies    to    exprefi   my    fentiments, 
look  you;   and   what  I  faid,   before 
Got,  I  will  not  unlay  before  man   or 
peafi  neither.*     Oakhuin  was  To  pro- 
voked at  this  infoleuce,  as  he  termed 
it,   that  he  ordered  him  forthwith   to 
be  carried  to  the  place  of  his  confine- 
ment, and  his  clerk  to  proceed  on  the 
examination  of  me.     The  firft  cjueftion 
put  to  me,   was  touching  the  place  of 
my  nativity,  which  I  declared  to  be  the 
north  of  Scotland.     '  The  north   of 

•  Ireland  more  like,'  cried  the  captain; 

•  but  we  (hall  bring  you  up  prelently.' 
He  then  aiked  what  religion  I  profef- 

nd  when  I  anfwered,  '  The  Pro- 
'  tcftanr,*  fwore  I  was  as  arrant  a  Ro- 
man as  ever  went  to  mals.  '  Come, 
'  come,  clerk,'  continued  be,  '  cate- 
'  chife  him  a  little  on  this  fubjeft.* 
But  before  I  relate  the  particulars  of 
the  clerk's  inquiries,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  inform  the  reader  that  our  com- 
piandei  himlelf  was  an  Hibernian,  and 
if  not  fluewdly  belycd,  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholick  to  boot.  '  You  fay  you  are  a 
'  Proteftant,'  faid  the  clerk;  '  make  the 
'  fign  of  the  crofs  with  your  fingers, 

•  To,  and  fwear  upon  it  to  that  affirma- 
'  tion.*     When  I  was  about  to  per-, 
form  this  ceremony,  the  captain  cried 
with   Came  emotion,    '  No,  no,  dam* 
'  me!  I'll  have  no  profanation  neither. 
'  But  go  on  with  your  interrogations.' 
— '  Well,  then,'  proceeded  my  exarui- 
r.tr,  '  how  many  i'acraments  are  there?' 
To  which  I  replied,  '  Two.'-r-'  What 
4  are    they?'    laid     he.     I    anfwered, 

•  IJiptifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper.'— 
'  And  fo  you  would  explode  con  fir  ma - 

•  tion  and  marriage,   altogether!'    faid 
Oak  hum.    '  I  thought  this  feffow  was 
'  a.  rank  Roman.'     The  clerk,  though 

i-  bred  under  an  attorney,1  could, 
not  refrain  from  bluming  at  this  blur,- 
d.cr,  which  lie  endeavoured  10  co;:c<.ul» 


by  observing  that  thefe  decoys  would 
not  do  with  me,  who  fccmed  to  be  an 
old  offender.     He  went  on  with  alkmg, 
if  I  believed  in  tranfubftantiation,  buC 
I  tu-ated  the  notion  of  a  real  prefence 
with  fucli  dili  tipecl,  that  hi.  patron  wat 
fcandalized  at  my  impiety,   and  com- 
manded  him  to  proceed   to  the    plot. 
Whereupon  this  milerable  pettifogger 
told  me,  there  was  great  reafon  to  fu- 
i'pccl  me  of  being  a  Ipy  on  board,   and 
tiiat  I   had   entered  into  a  conlpiiacy 
with  Thomfon   and  others  not  yet  de- 
tected, againtt  the  life  of  Captain  Oak- 
lium.     Which  accufation  they  pretend- 
ed to  fupport  by  the  evidence  of   our 
boy,  who  declared  he  had  often  heard 
the  decealed  Thomfon  and  me  whifper- 
ing  together,  and  could  diltinguifh  the 
words,  '  Oakhum,  rafcal,  poifon,  pif- 
'  tol:'    by   which    exprtfTions   it   ap- 
peared,  we  did   intend   to  nie  finifter 
means   to  accomplish  his  deftruftion. 
That  the  death  of  Thomfon  feemed  to 
confirm   this   conjfclure;    who,   either 
feeling  the  ftings  of  remorfe,  for  being 
engaged  in  fuch  a  horrid  confederacy, 
or  fearing  a   difcovery,   by  which  he 
iriurt   have  infallibly  luffered  an  igno- 
minious death,   had  put  a  fatal  period 
to  his  own  exiftence.     But  what  efta- 
blilhed  the  truth  of  the  whole,   was  a 
book    in    cyphers   found   among   my 
papers,  which  exaflly  tallied  with  one 
found  in  his  chelt,   after  his  difappcar- 
atice>    this,    he  ohferved,   wa*  a  prc- 
fumption  very  near  proof  pofhive,  andl 
would  determine  any  jury  in  (Jhriften- 
dom  to  find  me  guilty.     In   my  own 
defence,    I  alledged   that  I   had  been 
dragged  on   board    fiilt  very  much  a- 
gaimt  my  inclination,  as  I  could  prov« 
by  the  evidence  of  fome  people  now 
in  the  (hip,    consequently  couid  Inve 
nodefign  of  becominga  (pyat  that  time; 
and  ever  fine*  had  been  entirely  out  of 
the  reach  ot    any  cortclpondtivce  that 
could  julHy  entail  that  (ulpicion  upon 
me.     As    for  confpitirg    ag-»ijift    my 
captain's  life,  it  could  not  be  luppo  c<l 
that  any  man  in  his  right  wits  would 
harbour  the  leaft  thought  of  fuch  ait 
undertaking,    which  he  could  not  pof- 
(jbly   perform   without  ccrta'n  infamy 
and  ruin  to  hiiru'elf,  even  if  he  had  all 
the,  inclination    in   the    world.     That 
allowing  tin-  boy's  evidence  tw  be  tjur, 
(which  I  alHniied  %v.i  tiille  and  mail- 
vo  cy.uld  be  ga- 
.'loiu  4   H  .v   tiKOiaicnc    wor-isi 
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neither  was  the  fate  of  Mr.  Thomfon 
a  circumftance  more  favourable  for  the 
charge;  for  I  had  in  my  pocket  a  letter 
which  too  well  explained  that  myftery, 
in  a  very  different  manner  from  that 
which  was  fuppofed.  With  thefe  words, 
1  produced  the  following  letter,  which 
Jack  Rattlin  brought  to  me  the  Tery 
day  after  Thomfon  diiappeared;  and 
told  me  it  was  committed  to  his  care 
by  the  deceafed,  who  made  him  promife 
not  to  deliver  it  fooner.  The  cleik 
taking  it  out  of  my  hand,  read  aloud 
the  contents j  which  were  thefe. 


4  T  Am  fo  much  opprefied  with  the 
•^  '  fatigae  1  daily  and  nightly  un- 

*  dergo,    and  the  barbarous  ufage  of 
4  Doctor  Mackfhane,  who  is  bent  on 
4  your  deftruction,  as  well  as  mine, 
4  that  I  am  refolved  to  free  myfelf  from 
4  this  miferable  life,   and  before  you 

*  receive   this,   (hall  be  no  more.     I 

*  could  have  wifheAto  die  in  your  good 
4  opinion,  which  I  am  afraid  I  (hall 
4  forfeit  by  the  laft  act  of  my  life;  but 
'  if   you  cannot   acquit  me,    I  know 

*  you  will  at  lead  preferve  fome  regard 
4  for  the   memory  of  an  unfortunate 
4  young  man  who  loved  you.     I  re- 
4  commend  it  to  you,    to   beware  of 
«  Mackfhane,    whofe  revenge   is  im- 
4  placable.     I  wifh  all  profperity  to  you 

*  and  Mr.    Morgan,    to  whom  pray 
4  offer  my  laft  reipects,  and  beg  to  be 
4  remembered  as  your  unhappy  friend 
4  and  countryman, 

4  WILLIAM  THOMSON.' 

This  letter  was  no  fooner  read,  than 
Mackfhane,  in  a  tranfport  of  rage, 
fnatched  it  out  of  the  clerk's  hands, 
and  tore  it  into  a  thoufand  pieces,  fay- 
ing it  was  a  villainous  forgery,  con- 
trived and  executed  by  myfelf.  The 
captain  and  clerk  declared  themfelvesof 
the  fame  opinion,  although  I  infifted  on 
having  the  remains  of  it  compared  with 
other  writings  of  Thomfon,  which 
they  had  in  their  pofTeffion;  and  I  was 
ordered  to  anfwer  the  la(t  article  of  my 
accufation,  namely,  the  book  of  cy- 
phers found  among  my  papers .  «  That 
'  is  eafily  done,'  faid  I.  c  What  you 
4  are  pleafed  to  call  cyphers,  are  no 

*  other  than  the  Greek  characters,  in 

*  which,  for  my  amuftmtnt,  I  kept  a 


diary  of  every  thing  remarkable  that 
has  occurred  to  my  obfervation  fince 
1  the  beginning  of  the  voyage,  till  the 
'  day  on  which  I  was  put  in  irons;  and 
1  the   fame   method  was  practifed  by 
4  Mr.  Thomfon,  who  copied  mine.'— 
*  A  very  likely  ftory!'1  cried  M;ick- 
fliane;     4    what    occafion     was    there 
'  for  ufmg  Greek   characters,  if  you 
4  were  not  afraid  of  difcovering  what 
'  you  had  wrote?  But  what  d'ye  talk 
of  Greek  characters?  D'ye  think  I  am 
fo  ignorant  of  the  Greek  language, 
as  not  to  diftinguifh  it's  letters  from 
thefe,  which  are  no  more  Greek  than 
Chinefe?  No,  no!  I  will  not  give  up 
my  knowledge  of  the  Greek  for  you, 
nor  none  that  ever  came  from  your 
country.*     So  faying,    with  an  un- 
paralleled effrontery,  he  repeated  fome 
gibberifli,  which  by  the  found  feemed 
to  be  Irifh,  and  made  it  pals  for  Greek 
with  the  captain,  who  looking  at  me 
with  a  contemptuous  fneer,  exclaimed, 
4  Ah,  ha!  have  you  caught  a  Tartar?* 
I  could  not  help  fmiling  at  the  con- 
fummate  afiurance  of  this  Hibernian, 
and  offered  to  refer  the  difpute  to  any 
body  on    board   who    underftood   the 
Greek  alphabet:  upon  which  Morgan 
was  brought  back,    and   being  made 
acquainted   with  the  affair,    took  the 
book  and  read  a  whole  page  in  Eng- 
li(h,    without  helltation,   deckling  the 
controverfy  in  my  favour.     The  doc- 
tor was  fo  far  from  being  out  of  coun- 
tenance at  this  detection,  that  he  af- 
firmed Morgan  was  in  the  fecret,  and 
repeated  from  his  own  invention.  Oak- 
hum  faid  '  Aye,    aye,  I  fee  they  are 
4  both  in  a  ftory:'  and  difmifled  my  fel- 
low-mate to  his  cock  loft,  although  I 
propofed  that  he  and  I  mould  read  and 
tranflate  feparately,  any  chapter  or  verfe 
in  the  Greek  Teftament  in  hispoffeflion, 
by  which  it  would  appear  whether  we 
or  the  furgeon  fpoke  truth.     Not  being 
endued  with  eloquence  enough  to  con- 
vince the  captain  that  there  could   be 
no  juggle  or  confederacy   in  this  ex- 
pedient, I  begged  to  be  examined  by 
ibme  unconcerned  perfon  on  board,  who 
underflood    Greek:    accordingly,    the 
whole  fhip's  company,  officers  and  all 
were  called  upon  deck,  among  whora 
it  was  proclaimed,  that  if  any  of  them 
could  fpeak  Greek,  he  or  thty  fo  quali- 
fied ftioufd afcend  the  quarter-deck  im- 
mediately. After  forhe  paufe,  two  fore- 
aiaft-mcn  came  up.  and  profefled  their 
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ft.111  ill  that  language,  which  they  faid 
they  acquired  dining  leveral  voyage*  to 
the  Levant,  among  the  Greeks  of  the 
M.jica.  The  captain  exulted  much  in 
tliib  declaration,  and  put  my  journal- 
book  into  the  hands  of  one  of  them,  who 
candidly  owned  he  could  neither  read 
nor  write 5  the  other  acknowledged  the 
i  jirte  degree  of  ignorance,  but  pretend- 
ed to  fpeak  the  Greek  lin^o  with  any 
man  on  board;  ami  addreliing  himfelf 
to  me,  pronounced  foine  leniences  of 
a  barbarous  corrupted  language,  which 
I  did  not  underltand.  1  aflcrtcd  that 
the  modcrnGreek  was  as  different  from 
that  Ipoke  and  written  by  the  ancients, 
as  the  Englifli  ufed  now  from  the  old 
Saxon  fpoke  in  the  time  of  Hengift; 
and  as  I  had  only  learned  the  true  ori- 
ginal tongue,  in  which  Homer,  Pindar, 
the  Evangelilts,  and  other  great  men 
of  antiquity  wrote,  it  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed  that  I  fhould  know  any  thing  of 
an  imperfeft  Gothic  dialeft  that  rofe 
on  the  ruins  of  the  former,  and  1'carce 
retained  any  traces  of  the  old  expref- 
fion.  But  if  Doclor  Mackfhane,  who 
pretended  to  be  mailer  of  the  Greek 
language  would  maintain  a  converfa- 
tion  with  thefe  feamen,  I  would  cetra& 
what  I  had  faid,  and  be  content  tofuffer 
any  puniftiment  he  fhould  think  proper 
to  inflicl.  I  had  no  foor.er  uttered  thd'e 
words,  than  the  furgeon,  knowing  one 
of  thefe  fellows  to  be  his  countryman, 
accolted  him  in  Irifh,  and  was  anl'wcred 
in  the  fame  broguej  then  a  dialogue 
enfued  between  them,  which  they  af- 
firmed to  be  in  Greek,  after  having  fe- 
cured  the  iecrefy  of  the  other  tar,  who 
had  his  cue  in  the  language  of  the  Mo- 
rea  from  his  companion,  before  they 
would  venture  to  affert  fuch  an  intre- 
pid falfliood.  <  I  thought,'  faid  Oak- 
hum,  '  we  mould  diicover  the  im- 

•  poliure   at   laft.     Let   the   rafcal    be 

•  carried  back  to  his  confinement.     I 
'  find  he   muft  dangle.'     Having  no- 
thing farther  to  urge  in  my  own  be- 
half, before  a  court  fo  prejudiced  with 
fpite,     and    fortified    with    ignorance 
againft  truth,   I  filtered  myfelf  to  be 
recondu&ed  peaceably  to  my  fellow- 
prifoner,   who  hearing  the  particulars 
of   my  trial,  lifted  up  his  hands  and 
eyes  to  Heaven,  and  uttered  a  dreadful 
groan;    and   not   daring  to  dilburden 
his  thoughts  to  me  l>y  Ipech,  left  he 
might   be   overheard  by  the  sentinel, 
burlt  forth  into  a  Welch  Cong,  which 


he  accompanied  with  a  thoufand  con- 
tortions of  face,  and  violent  gefturct 
of  body. 

CHAP.     XXXI. 

I     DISCOVER     A     SUBORNATION    A- 

GAINST     ME,     BY     MEANS     OF     A 

f.     QUARREL      BETWEEN     TWO     OF 

THE      EVIDENCES}       IN       CONbt- 

qjJPNCE     OF     WHICH     I    AM    SET 

AT  LIBERTY,  AND  PREVAIL  UP. 
ON  MORGAN  TO  ACCEPT  OF  HIS 
FREEDOM  ON  THK  SAME  TERMS 
— MACKSHANE'S  MALICE — WE 
ARRIVE  AT  JAMAICA,  FROM 
WHENCE  IN  A  SHORT  TIME  W£ 
BEAT  UP  TO  HISPAN1OLA,  IX 
CON5ONCT1ON  WITHTHE  WEST* 
INDIA  SQUADRON — WE  TAKE  IN 
WATER,  SAIL  AGAIN,  AND  AR- 
RIVE AT  CAR.THAGENA — RE- 
FLECTIONS ON  OUR  CONDUCT 

THERE. 

ME  AN  WHILE,  a  quarrel  hap- 
pening between  the  two  modern 
Greeks,  the  one,  to  be  revenged  of  th« 
other,  came  and  difcovered  to  us  the 
myftery  of  Mackfhane's  dialogue,  as  I 
have  explained  it  above.     This  detec- 
tion coming  to  the  ears  of  the  doctor, 
who  was   lenfible  that  (now  we  were 
in  fight  of  Jamaica)  we  fhould  have  an 
opportunity  of  clearing  ourfelves  by  a 
court-martial,    and    at  the  fame  time 
of   making  his  malice  and   ignorance 
confpicuovis,  he  interceded  for  us  with 
the  captain  fo  effeclually,  that  in  a  few 
hour*  we  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  order- 
ed to  return  to  our  duty.     This  was  a 
happy  event  for  me,  my  whole  body 
being  bliltered   by   the  fun,    and    my 
limb«  benumbed  by  want  of  motions 
but  I  could  fcarce  perfuade  the  Welch- 
man  to  accept  of  this  indulgence,  ha 
perfifting  in  his  obftinacy  to  remain  in 
irons  until  he  flioulJ  be  discharged  by 
a    court-martial,    which    he    believed 
would  alfo  do  him  juftice  on   his  ene- 
mies j   at  length  I   reprefented  to  him 
the  precarious  iflue  of  a  trial,  the  power 
and    ir.tt.iclt   of    his   adverfaries,   and 
flattered  his  revenge  with  the  hope  of 
wreaking  his  icfentment  with  his  own 
hands   upon  Mackfhane  after  our   re- 
turn to  England.     This  laft  argument 
had  more  weight  with  him  than  all  the 
reft,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  repair 
with  me  to   the  cockpit,   which  I  no 
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fooner  entered,  than  the  idea  of  my  de- 
parted friend  preferred  itfelf  to  my  re- 
membrance, and  filled  my  eyes  with 
tears.  We  difcharged  from  our  mefs 
the  boy  who  had  acted  fo  perh'dioufly, 
notwithftanding  his  tears,  entreaties, 
and  profellions  of  penitence  for  what 
lie  ha  1  done;  hut  not  before  he  had 
confefled  that  the  furgeon  had  bribe? 
him  to  give  evidence  again  ft  us,  with 
a  pair  of  ftockings,  and  a  couple  of 
old  check  fhirts,  of  which  his  lervant 
had  fmce  plundered  him. 

The  keys  of  our  cherts  and  lockers 
being  fent  to  us  by  the  doctor,  we  de- 
tained the  mefTcnger  until  we  had  ex- 
amined the  contents;   and   my  fellow- 
mate   finding  all    his    Chefliire  cheefe 
confumed    to  3   ctuftj    his   brandy  ex- 
haufted,     and    his    onions  gone,     was 
IHzed  with  3   fit  of  choler,    which  he 
difcharged   on    Mackfiiane's    man    in 
oaths  and   execrations,   threatening  to 
profecute  him  as  a  thief.     The   fellow 
fwore,  iu'his  turn,  that  he  never  had 
the  keys  in  his  boncflion  till  that  time, 
when  he  received  them  from  his  mafter 
•with    orders   to   deliver    them    to  us. 
As  Got  is  my  judge,'  cried  Morgan, 
and  my  ialvation,    and  my  witnefs, 
whofoever    has    pilfered    r.iy    provi- 
fions,   is    a  loufy,  peggarly,  rafcally 
knave!  and  by  the  foul  of  my  grand- 
fire  I  will  impeach,  and  accufe,  and 
indict  him  for  a  roppery,  if  I  did  but 
know  who  he  is.'     Had  this  misfor- 
iiine  happened  at  fea,   where  we  could 
not  repair  the  lofs,  in   ail  probability 
this   (iefcendant  of  Caractacus  would 
liave  lolt  his  wits  entirely:  but  when  I 
oblerved  how'caly  it  would  be  to  re- 
medy this  paultry  mifchance,    he  be- 
came more  calm,  and  reconciled  him- 
i'elf  to   the  occasion.     A  litttle  while 
after  this   tranfport   the  furgeon  came 
into  the  birth,  under  pretence  of  taking 
fomething   out  of   the  medicine- cheft, 
and,  with  a  fmiling  afpect,  wiflied  us 
joy  >">f  our  deliverance,   which  he  faid 
he  had  been  at  great  pains  to  obtain 
of  the  captain,  who  was  very  juftly  in- 
cenfal  at  our  behaviour;   but  he   (the 
<!oftor)    had   palled   his   word   for  our 
future  conduct,  and  he  hoped  we  fhould 
give    him   no    caule  to  repent  of   his 
kindnefs.     He    expected,    no    doubt, 
an    acknowledgment   from  us  for    his 
pretended  piece   of    fervice,    as  well  as 
a  general  amnefty  of  what  was  pad; 
but  he  had  to  do  w  ih  people  who  were 


not  quite  fo  apt  to  forgive  injuries  is 
he  imagined,   or  to  forget  that  if  our 
deliverance  was  owing  to  his  media- 
tion, our  calamity  was  occaftohed  by 
his  malice;  I  therefore  f.u  filent  while 
my  companion  anfwered:  'Aye,  aye, 
'tis  no  matter — Got  knows  the  heart — 
there  is  a  time  for  all  things,  as  the 
wife  man  faith;    there  is  a  time  fur 
throwing  away  (tones,  and  a  time  to 
gather  them  up  again.'     He  feemed 
to  be  difconcerted  at  this  reply,    and 
went  away  in  a  pet,   muttering  fome- 
thing  about  '  Ingratitude,'  and  '  Fel- 
'  lows,'  of  which  we  did   not  think 
fit  to  take  any  notice. 

Our  fleet  having  joined  another  that 
waited  for  us,  lay  at  anchor  about  3 
month  in  the  harbour  of  Port  Royal 
in  Jumica,  during  which  time  fome- 
thing  of  confequence  was  certainly 
transacted;  notwithstanding  the  infinu- 
ations  of  fome  who  affirmed  we  had 
no  bufinefs  at  all  in  that  place;  that 
in  order  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
fea fon  proper  for  our  enierprize,  the 
Weft  Indian  fquadron,  which  had  pre- 
vious notice  of  our  coming,  ought  to 
have  joined  us  at  the  welt  end  of  Hif- 
paniola,  with  neceflary  (lores  and  re- 
frefliments,  from  whence  we  could 
have  failed  directly  for  Carihagena, 
before  the  enemy  could  put  thtmfelves 
in  a  good  pofture  of  defence,  or  in- 
deed have  an  inkling  of  our  defign. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  we  failed  from  Ja- 
maica, and  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 
beat  up  againit  the  wind  as  far  as  the 
ifle  of  Vache,  with  an  intention,  as 
was  laid,  to  attack  the  French  fleet, 
then  fnppofed  to  be  lying  near  that 
place;  but  before  we  arrived  they  had 
iailed  for  Europe,  having  firll  difpatch- 
ed  an  advice  boat  to  Cai  thngena,  witli 
an  account  of  our  being  in  thole  leas, 
as  alfo  of  our  ftrength  and  deftination. 
We  loitered  here  fome  days  longer, 
taking  in  wood,  and  brackifti  water, 
in  the  ufe  whereof,  however  our  ad- 
miral feemed  to  confult  the  health  of 
the  men,  by  reftricting  each  to  a  quait 
a  day.  At  length  we  fet  fail,  and  ar- 
rived in  a  bay  to  the  windward  of  Car- 
thagena,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor, 
and  lay  at  our  eafe  ten  days  longer. 
Here  again,  certain  malicious  people 
took  occafion  to  blame  the  conduct  of 
their  fuperiors,  by  faying,  that  in  fo 
doing,  they  not  only  unprofitably 
,  which  was  very  precious, 
cgnfidering 
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the  approach  of  tl'f  rainy 
lesion,  hut  nllb  allowed  the  b|  .nmrds 
to  recollccl  tlu-inlelvcs  t'i  .m  i\\..  unor 
•.f  an  1-iip,- 

Jilh  !'  •  lime*  as  nu- 

merous as  <  vi  r  jppr;  :c.\  in  thar  part  of 
the  woild  before.  Jiut  if  I  might  be 
|I!|O-A-'-(|  to  gur  niy  opinion  ot  th<  in  .:- 
ter,  I  would  afLrib'-  this  delay  r<>  the 

lity  of  our  chiefs,  who  llorned 
kc  any  advantage  tl.nt  fortune 
might  give  them,  even  ovt  r  an  enemy. 
At  latt,  however,  we  weighed,  and 
anchored  again  fomewhat  nearer  the 
liai  hour's  mouth,  wh«-re  we  made  fhift 
to  land  our  marines  who  encamped  on 
the  beach,  in  dtlpife  of  IIK  em-n.y's 
(hot,  whkh  knocked  a  good  mn:y  of 
thrm  on  i  IK-  head.  This  piece  of  con- 
duct in  chuling  a  camp  undtr  the  walls 
of  an  inemy's  fortification,  which  I 
believe  never  happened  btfore,  was 
pia61iiVd,  I  pnfume,  with  a  viiw  of 
accultoming  tlie  loldicis  to  (land  fiie, 

m-  not  as  yet  much  ufed  to  dil- 
cipiine,  moll  of  them  having  been  taken 
fi»iu  tlie  plough-tail  a  few  mor.ths  bc- 
fore.  This  expedient  ag^in  has  fur- 
irfiir-d  matteis  for  cenfure  againlt  tl>€ 
ininiltiy,  fur  Iciulmg  a  lew  raw  ic- 
crnits  on  fuxh  an  imp-,  itant  eniti prize, 
while  i\i  many  veteran  regiments  lay 
inaflive  at  home:  but  furely  our  go- 
vernors had  iheii  reafons  for  fo  doing, 
which  poffibly  may  be  diicloleci  with 
o:h^-i  fecrets  of  the  deep.  Perhaj-s 
t'n  y  were  loth  to  nlk  their  belt  tioops 
on  iiith  dtfprvate  fcivicej  or,  the  co- 
lonels and  field  officers  of  the  old  corps, 
who,  generally  (peaking,  enjoyed  their 
com  millions  as  Hnecures  or  ptnlions, 
for  Come  domeltick  lervices  tendered  to 
the  court,  itfuiVd  to  embark  in  inch  a 
dangerous  and  precarious  undertaking; 
for  which  refufal,  no  doubt,  they  aie 
to  be  much  commended. 


CHAP.     XXXII. 

OUR  LAND  FORCES  BEING  DISEM- 
BARKED, ERECT  A  FASCINK  BAT- 
TERY— OUR  SHIP  IS  ORDERED, 
WITH  FOUR  MORK,  TO  BATTER 
THE  FORT  OF  BOCA  CHICA — 

MACKSHANE'S     COWARDICE 

THE  CHAPLAIN'S  FRENZY — HO- 
NEST RATTLIN  LOSES  ONE  HAND 
—  HIS  HEROISM  AND  REFLEC- 
TIONS ON  THE  BATTLE— CRAMT- 


HtHAVfOUR    TO    ME    DUR- 
INi.    I  lli    ilt  A'l    OK   THE 


OL'  R  forces  being  landed  and  ftn- 
tioiKd    as   I    liuve  ;<!r.-a.iy  men- 
tioned, let  about  ere<!-t  ;  bat- 

tery to  cannonade  the  piincipal  fort  of 
the  i  miity,  and  in  fomething  more  than 
•tliiic    \vrrks    it    was    rea<iy    to    open. 
we    ni'ght   (in   ihe  Spaniaids   as 
much  honour  .  <•  |  •:  lli'Me,   it  was  deter- 
inuu-d,  in  a  council  of  w.ir,  that  five  uf 
fliips  (lioold  attack  tlie  foit 
on  onclide;  while  the  battery,  llrtngth- 
ened  by  two  mo'tats  and  twenty  lour 
cohorivs,  (hould  ply  it  on  the  other. 

Accordingly,  ihe  lignal  for  our  (hip 
to  engage,  among  othns,  was  hoillcd, 
we  being  advertifed  the  night  before 
t.'  n  ;.ke  every  thing  clear  for  that  pur- 
pule:  and  in  fo  doing  a  difference  hap- 
pincd  between  Car-tain  Oakhtnn  ami 
his  well-  beloved  coulin  and  cotinfellor 
Mackfltane,  which  had  well-nigh  ter- 
in  muted  in  an  open  rupture.  The  doc- 
tor, who  had  imagined  there  was  no 
more  danger  of  being  hint  by  the  ene- 
my's fliot  in  the  cockpit  than  in  the 
centre  of  the  earth,  was  lately  informed 
that  a  furgcon's  mate  had  bt-en  killed 
in  tint  part  of  a  fliip  by  a  cannon-ball 
fiom  two  (mail  redoubts  that  weie  de- 
ltn;yul  ivfoie  tiie  disembarkation  of 
our  Ibldiers;  and  therefore  indited 
»ij)on  having  a  platform  railed  for  the 
convenience  i/f  the  fick  and  wounded 
in  the  after  hold,  where  he  deenitd 
liimlelf  more  fecure  than  on  the  deck 
above.  The  captain,  offended  at  this 
exiraoidin.ny  pivpolal,  acculed  him  of 
pufillanirnitVj  and  told  him  there  was 
no  loom  in  the  hold  for  fuch  an  occa- 
fionj  or  if  there  was,  he  could  not 
exptft  to  be  indulged  more  than  the 
relt  of  the  furgeons  of  the  navy,  who 
uled.tjie  cockpit  for  that  purpofe.  Fear 
rendering  Macklhane  obltinate,  heper- 
filtrd  in  his  dtmandj  and  fliewed  liis 
tnftru£Uont|  by  which  it  was  autho- 
rized: the  captain  fwore  thcle  inlliuc- 
tions  were  dictated  by  a  parcel  of  lazy 
poltroons  who  were  never  at  lla-,  ne- 
verthclefs  he  was  obliged  to  comply, 
and  feat  for  the  carpenter  to  give  orders 
about  it.  But  before  any  fuch  mea- 
Ane  could  be  taken,  our  fignal  was 
thrown  out,  and  the  doctor  compelled 
to  tujft  hii  carcafein  the  cockpit,  where 
•n  and  I  were  bufy  in  putting 
our  inftrumcnts  and  da-flings  in  order. 

Our 
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Our  fiiip,  with  others  deftined  for 
this  fervice,  immediately  weighed,  and 
in  lei's  than  half  an  hour  came  to  an 
anchor  before  the  caftle  of  Boca  Chica, 
>with  a  tyring  upon  our  cable;  and  the 
cannonading,  which  im'.eed  was  terr 
rible,  began.  The  lurgeon,  after  hav- 
ing crofted  himfelf,  fell  Bat  on  the 
•ieck;  and  the  chaplain  and  purler, 
•who  were  ftationed  with  us  in  quality 
of  aililtants,  followed  his  example, 
while  the  We'chman  and  I  fat  upon  a 
cheft  looking  at  one  another  with  great 
difcompofure,  fcarce  able  to  refrain 
from  the  like  proitration.  And  that 
the  reader  may  know,  it  was  not  a  com- 
mon occafion  that  alarmed  us  thus,  I 
mu it  inform  him  -of  the  particulars  of 
this  dreadful  din  that  allonifhed  us. 
The  fire  of  the  Spaniards  proceeded 
from  eighty  four  great  guns,  betides 
a  mortar  and  frnall  arms,  in  Boca  Chi- 
ca, thirty-fix  in  fort  St.  Joieph,  twen- 
ty in  two  faicire  batteries,  and  four  men 
of  war,  mounting  iixty-four  guns  each. 
This  was  anfwered  by  our  land  batte- 
ry mounted  with  twenty-one  cannon, 
two  moriars,  and  twenty  four  cohorns, 
and  five  great  fhips  of  eighty  or  feven- 
ly  guns,  tlint  fired  without  intcrmiflion. 
We  had  not  been  many  minutes  en- 
gaged, when  one  of  the  failors  brought 
another  on  his  back  to  (he  cockpit, 
vwlvere  he  toiled  him  down  like  a  bag 
of  oats,  and  pulling  out  his  pouch,  put 
a  large  chew  of  tobacco  in  his  mouth, 
without  fpeaking  a  word;  Morgan 
immediately  examined  the  condition 
«f  the  wounded  man,  and  cried  out,  'As 

*  I  (hall  anfwer  now,  the  mnn  is  as  tead 

*  as  my  great-grandfather.' — '  Dead!1 
fays  his   comrade,    '  he  may  be  dead 
4  now,  for  aught  I  know,  hut  I'll  be 

*  damned  if  he  was   not  alive  when  I 

*  took  him  up.'     So  faying,  he  was  a- 
bont  to  retuin  to  his  quarters,  wh<.n  I 
hade  him  cany  the  body  along  with 
him,  and  thiow  it  over-board.     •  D — n 

*  the   body!'    laid    he,    *  I   think  'tis 
'  fair  enough  to  ';<ke  care  of  my  own.' 
My  fellow- mate  fnatchina  up  the  am- 
putation -knife,   purfued  him  halt  way 
\tp  the  cockpit- ladder,   crying,  'You 
'  loufy  rafcal,  is  this  the  church -yard, 
«  or  the  charnel-houfe,    or  the  fepul- 

*  chte,   or  the  Golgotha  of  the  fliip?' 
Vint  \vas  flopped   in  his  career  by  one 
calling,    '  Yo,   ho,   avaft  there,  icald- 

•*  irgs.' — '  Scaldings!' anfwered  Mor- 
gan,  '  Got  knowi  'tis  hwt  enough  in- 


'  deed:  who  are  yon?'—'  Here's  ore, 
replied  the  voice.  And  I  immediately 
knew  it  to  be  that  of  my  honeft  friend 
Jack  Rattiin,  who  coming  towards  me, 
told  me,  with  great  deliberation,  he 
was  come  to  be  docked  at  lad,  and  dif- 
covered  the  remains  of  one  hand  which 
had  been  fluttered  to  pieces  with  a  grape 
fliot.  I  lamented  with  unfeigned  for- 
rowhis  misfortune,  which  he  bore  with 
heroick  courage,  obfcrving,  that  every 
mot  had  it's  comtniiTion.  It  was  well 
it  did  not  take  him  in  the  head;  or  if 
it  had,  what  then;  he  mould  have  died 
bravely,  fighting  for  his  king  and 
country.  Death  was  a  debt  which  every 
man  owed,  and  muft  pay;  and  that 
now  was  as  well  as  another  time.  I 
was  much  pleated  and  edified  with  the 
maxims  of  this  fea-phiiofopher,  who 
endured  the  amputation  of  his  left  hand 
without  flu-inking;  the  operation  being 
performed  at  his  icqvieft,  by  me,  after 
Mackfhane,  who  was  with  difficulty  pre- 
vailed to  lift  his  head  from  the  deck, 
had  declared  there  was  a  necefllty  for 
his  lofing  the  limb.  While  I  was  em- 
ployed in  drefllng  the  Itump,  I  aiked 
Jack's  opinion  of  the  battle;  who, 
fhaking  his  head,  frankly  told  me, 
he  believed  we  mould  do  no  good: 
for  why!  becaul'e  inltead  of  dropping 
anchor  clofe  under  fhore,  where  we 
fliould  have  had  to  deal  with  one  cor- 
ner of  Boca  Chica  only,  we  had 
opened  the  harbour,  and  expofed  our- 
fclves  to  the  whole  fire  of  liie  enemy 
from  their  (hipping  and  Fort  St.  Jo- 
Jl'ph,  as  well  as  from  the  calile  we 
intended  to  cannonade;  that,  befides, 
\vc  lay  at  too  great  a  diftauce  to  da- 
mage th*  walls,  and  three  parts  in 
four  of  our  diet  did  not  take  place; 
for  there  was  fcarce  any  body  on 
board  who  under Rood  the  pointing 
of  a  gun.  *  Ah!  God  Ivelp  us*'  con- 
tinued hf,  '  if  your  kinfman  Lieute- 
'  nant  Bowling  had  beenhere,wefliculd 
'  have  had  other  guefs  work.'  By 
this  time  our  patients  had  increafed  to 
fuch  a  number,  that  we  did  not  know 
which  to  begin  with;  and  the  firft  mate 
plainly  told  the  fur^eon,  that  if  he  did 
not  get  up  immediately,  and  perform 
his  duty,  he  would  complain  of  his  be- 
haviour to  the  admiral,  and  make  ap- 
plication for  his  warrant.  This  remon- 
it ranee  effectually  rouzed  Mackfhane, 
who  was  never  deaf  to  an  argument  in 
which  he  thought  his  intereft  was  con- 
cerned ; 
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ctmeJ  jhe  therefore  rule  up,  nnd  in  order 
to  rttengthcnhis  relb!ution,had  recourfe 
more  than  once  to  a  c;de-boitle  of  rum, 
which  he  freely  communicated  to  the 
chaplain  and  p:nlcr,   who  had  as  much 
t   fuch  extraordinary  iufpiration 
as  himfelf.     Being  thus  fupported,  he 
went  to  work,  and  arms  and  legs  were 
hewn  down  without  mercy.    The  fumes 
of   the  liquor  mounting  into  the  j>-r- 
ion's  brain,  conlpired  with  his  fo;  nur 
agitation  of  fpirits,  to  make  him  quite 
delirious;  he  Itript  hunl'df  to  the  fkin, 
and  btrlmearing  his  body  wiih  blood, 
could  fcarce  be  witheld  from  running 
upon  deck    in    that   condition.     Jack 
Kattlin,  fcarulalized  at  this  deportment, 
endeavoured  to  allay  his  tranfports  with 
rcafon,  but  rinding  all  he  laid  inefFec- 
tual,    and  gieat    confufion    cccaiioned 
by  his  frolicks,  he  knocked  him  down 
with    his   right-hand,    and  by  threats 
kept  him  quiet  in  th:it  (tate  ot   humili- 
ation.    But  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
rum  to  elevate  the  puiTer;  who  fat  on 
the  floor  wringing  his  hands,  and  curl- 
ing the  hour  in  which  he  left  his  peace- 
able proftlfion  of  a  brewer  in  Rochef- 
ter,   to  engage  in  fuch  a  life  of  tenor 
and  difquitt.     While  we  diverted  oui  - 
lelves  at  the  expence  of  this  poor  devil, 
a  (hot    happened    to  take  us  Jbetwecn 
wind  and  water,  and  (it's  courfe  being 
through  the  purler's  More  room)  made 
a  terrible  havock  and  noife  among  the 
J3ts  and  bottles  in  it's  way,  and  dilcon- 
certed    Mackfhane    fo    much,    that    he 
dropped  his  fcalpel,  and  falling  down  on 
his  knees,  pronounced  his  pater-nofter 
aloud j  the  purler  fell  backward,    and 
lay  without  fcnfe  or  motion;  and  the 
chaplain  grew  foouirageous,  that  Ratt- 
lin  with  one  hand  could   not  keep  him 
under;  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  con- 
fine him  in  the  furgeon's  cabbin,  where 
he  was  no  doubt  guilty  of  a  thoufand 
eictr:ivag,tncies.    Much  about  tins  time 
my  old  anragonift  Crampiey  came  down 
with  expiefs  orders,  as  he  (aid,  to  bring 
me  up  to  the  quarter-deck,  to  drcfs  a 
flight  wound  the  captain  had  received 
by  a  fplinter.     His  reafun  for  honour- 
ing me  in  particular  with  this  piece  of 
:e,  being  that  in  cafe  I  fliould  be 
killed  or  difablcd   by   the   way,    my 
death  or  mutilation  -would  be  of   lefs 
confluence  to  (he  fhip's  company  than 
th'jt  of  the  doctor  or  his  firtt  mate. 
At  another  (knc,  perhaps,  1  might  hive 
is  order,  to  which  1  was  not 
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hound  to  p:iy  the  Icsft  regard;  hut  as 
I  thought  my  reputation  depended  upon 
my  complunrr,  I  was  relblved  to  con- 
vince my  rival  that  I  wa*  no  more  a- 
fiaid  trnn  he  of  expofing  myfelf  to  dan- 
ger. With  this  view  I  provided  my- 
felf  with  dreflings,  and  followed  him 
immediately  to  the  quarter-deck, 
through  a  molt  infernal  fcene  of  (laugh- 
ter, fire,  fmoke,  and  uproar!  Captain 
Oakhum,  who  leaned  ngainft  the  iniztn- 
mart,  no  fooner  faw  me  approach  in 
my  (hiit,  with  the  lleeves  tucked  up 
to  my  arm-pits,  and  my  hands  dyed 
with  blood,  than  helignined  hisdifplea- 
fure  by  a  frown,  and  aflced  why  the  doc- 
tor liimftlf  did  not  come.  I  told  him 
Crampley  had  fingltd  me  out,  as  if  by 
exprcfs  command;  at  which  reply  he 
feemrd  ftirprized,  and  threatened  ta 
punilh  thenmlmipman  for  his  prefump- 
tion,  after  the  engagement:  in  the 
mean  time  I  was  fent  back  to  my  fta- 
tion,  -  and  ordered  to  tell  Mackthane 
that  the  captain  expe&ed  him  immedi- 
ately. I  got  fafe  back,  and  deliveied 
my  commiffion  to  the  doftor,  who  fl.idy 
refilled  to  quit  the  poft  ofligned  to  him 
by  his  inttruftions :  wheieupon  Mor- 
gan, who  I  believe  was  jealous  of  my 
reputation  for  courage,  undertook  the 
affair,  and  afcended  with  great  intre- 
pidity. The  capr\in  rinding  the  fur- 
geon  obftinate,  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
dreffed,  and  fwore  he  would  confine 
Mackflianeas  foon  as  the  fervicc  fliouli 
be  over. 


CHAP.     XXXIIF. 


A  BREACH  BEING  MADE  I.I  THE 
WALLS,  OUR  SOLDIERS  GIVE  THE 
ASSAULT,  AND  TAKE  THE  PLAC« 

WITHOUT     OPPOSITION OUR. 

SAILORS  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  BE- 
COME MASTERS  OF  ALL  TH"E  O- 
THER  STRENGTHS  NEAR  BOCA 
CHICA,  AND  TAKE  POSSESSION 
OF  THE  HARBOUR — THE  GOOD 
CONSEQUENCE  OF  THIS  SUCCESS 

—  WE  MOVE  NEARER  THE    TOWM 

—  FIND    TWO    FORTS    DESERTED, 
AND  THE  CHANNEL  BLOCKED  Vf 
•WITH     SUNK     VESSELS}      WHICH 
HOWEVER    WE     FIND    MEANS    TO 
CLEAR — LAND  OUR  SOLDIERS  AT 
LA    ^UINTA — REPULSE     A    BOOT 
OF  MILITIA— ATTACK  THE  CAS- 
TLE 
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TLE  OF  ST.  LAZAR,  AND  ARE 
FORCED  TO  RETREAT  WITH 

GREAT  LOSS THE  REMAINS  OF 

OUR  ARMY  ARE  RE  EMBARKED 

AN  EFFORTOF  THE  ADMIRAL  TO 
TAKE  THE  TOWN — THE  OECONO- 
MY  OF  OUR  EXPEDITION  DE- 
SCRIBED. 

HAVING  cannonaded  the  fort 
during  the  fpace  of  four  hours, 
we  were  all  ordered  to  flip  our  cables, 
and  flieer  off;  but  next  day  the  engage- 
ment was  renewed,  and  continued,  from 
the  morning;  till  the  afternoon,  when 
the  enemy's  fire  from  Boca  Chica  flack- 
ened,  and  towards  evening  was  quite 
lilenccd.  A  breach  being  made  on  the 
other  Tide  by  our  land  battery,  large 
enough  to  admit  a  middle  fized  baboon 
provided  he  could  find  means  to  climb 
up  to  it,  our  general  piopoied  to  give 
the  afiault  that  very  night,  and  actually 
ordered  a  detachment  on  that  duty: 
Providence  flood  our  friend  upon  this 
cccafion,  and  put  it  into  the  heaits  ot 
the  Spaniards  to  abandon  the  tort,  which 
might  have  been  maintained  by  refolute 
men  to  the  day  of  judgment  againlt  all 
the  force  we  could  exert  in  the  attack. 
And  while  our  ibldieis  took  poflcflion 
of  the  enemy's  ramparts,  without  re- 
iiftance,  the  fame  good  luck  attended 
a  body  of  failors,  who  made  themfelves 
matters  of  Fort  St.  Jofeph,  the  fafcine 
batteriei,  and  one  Spanifli  man  of  war; 
the  other  three  being  burnt  or  funk  by 
the  foe,  that  they  might  not  fall  into 
our  hands.  The  taking  of  thefe  forts 
in  the  ftrength  of  which  the  Spaniards 
chiefly  confided,  made  us  mafters  of 
the  outward  haibour,  and  occafioned 
great  joy  among  us;  as  we  laid  our 
accounts  with  finding  little  or  no  op- 
pofition  from  the  town;  and,  indeed, 
if  a  few  great  (hips  had  failed  up  im- 
mediately, before  they  had  recovered 
from  the  confufion  and  defpair  that  our 
unexpected  fuccefs  had  produced  a- 
mong  them,  it  is  not  impofiible  that 
we  might  have  finiflied  the  affair  to  our 
fatisfa&ion  without  any  more  blood- 
Ihed;  but  this  Itep  our  heroes  diiiLin- 
ed,  as  a  barbarous  iniult  over  the  ene- 
my's diltrefs;  and  gave  them  all  the 
refpite  they  could  defire,  in  order  to  re- 
colleft  themfelves.  In  the  mean  time, 
Mackfhane  taking  the  advantage  of 
this  general  exultation,  waited  on  cur 


captain,  and  pleaded  his  own  catife  Co 
effectually,  that  he  was  re-eihblifhed 
in  his  good  graces;  and  as  for  Cramp- 
ley,  there  was  no  more  notice  taken  of 
his  behaviour  towards  me  during 
theaftion.  But  of  all  the  confequen- 
ces  of  the  victory,  none  was  more 
grateful  than  plenty  of  frefli  water, 
after  we  had  languifhed  five  weeks  on 
the  allowance  of  a  purler's  quart  per 
diem  for  each  man,  in  the  torrid  zone, 
where  the  fun  was  vertical,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  bodily  fluid  ib  great,  that  a 
gallon  of  liquor  could  fcarce  fupply  the 
walte  of  twenty-four  hours;  elpecially 
as  our  provifion  confided  of  putrid  falt- 
beef,  to  which  the  failors  gave  the  name 
of  Irim  horfe;  Hilt  pork  of  New  Eng- 
land, which,  though  neither  flefli  nor 
fifli,  favoured  of  both;  bread  from  the 
fame  country,  every  bifcuit  whereof, 
like  a  piece  of  clock  work,  moved  by 
it's  own  internal  impulfe,  occafioiud 
by  the  myriads  of  infcils  that  dwelt 
within  it;  and  butter  ferved  out  by  the 
jill,  that  talted  like  train-oil  thickened 
with  fait.  Inftead  of  fmall-beer,  each 
man  was  allowed  three  half  quarterns 
of  brandy  or  rum,  which  were  diftri- 
buted  every  morning,  diluted  with  a 
certain  quantity  of  his  water,  without 
either  fugar  or  fruit  to  render  it  palata- 
ble; for  which  reafon  this  compofition 
was  by  the  failors  not  unaptly  ftiled 
neceflity.  Nor  was  this  limitation  of 
Ample  element  owing  to  a  fcarcity  of  it 
on  board,  for  there  was  at  this  time 
water  enough  in  the  fliip  for  a  voyage 
of  fix  months,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  gal- 
lon per  day  to  each  man.  But  this  faft 
mult,  I  fuppofe,  have  been  enjoined  by 
way  of  penance  on  the  fliip's  company 
for  their  fins;  or  rather  with  a  view  to 
mortify  them  into  a  contempt  of  life, 
that  they  might  thereby  become  more 
refolute  and  regardlefs  of  danger.  How 
Ample,  then,  do  thofe  people  argue,  who 
afcribe  the  great  mortality  among  us  to 
our  bad  provifion  and  want  of  water, 
and  affirm  that  a  great  many  valuable 
lives  might  have  been  faved  if  the  ufe- 
lefs  tranfports  had  been  employed  in. 
fetching  frefti  ftock,  turtle,  fruit,  and 
other  refreshments,  from  Jamaica  and 
other  adjacent  iflands,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  and  fleet!  feeing  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  thofe  who  died  went  to  a  better 
place,  and  thofe  who  Survived  were  the 
more  caiily  maintained.  After  all,  a 
fuffkient 
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fuffi'cient  numl*r  irnriin«-d  to   fill  l»  - 

!l-;   of    Si.  I.  '/:n  ,  \vhcie.   tliry 
behaved  like  their  own  country  nnftirfb, 
which  Ihut  thcii  rv<->,  run  into  ll. 
of  a  beat,  and  have  their  heads  crufhed 
for  their  valour. 

But  to  icturn  to  my  narration :  After 
having  put  gnrrifbns  into  (he  foits  we 
hadtakrn,  and  re-embarked  our  folditis 
.itillery,  a  piece  of  lei  vice  that  de- 
tuincd  us  mote  than  a  week;  we  ven- 
tured up  to  the  mouth  of  the  inner  har- 
bour,   guarded  by  n  Urge  fortification 
on  one  fide,  and  a  fmall  redoubt  on  the 
other,  both  of  which  were  deferted  be- 
fore our  approach,  and"  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour  blocked  up  by  Several  old 
galleons  and  two  men  of  war  that  the 
enemy  had  funk  in  the  channel.     We 
made  (hift,  however,  to  open  a  paffage 
for  fome  mips,  that  favoured  a  fecond 
landing  of  our  troops  at  a  place  called 
La   Quinta,    not  far   from  the  town; 
where,   after  a  faint  refinance  from  a 
body  of  Spaniards,  who  oppofed  their 
di (embarkation,  they  encamped  with  a 
defign  of  befieging  the  caftle  of  St.  La- 
zar, which  overlooked  and  commanded 
the  city.     Whether  our  renowned  ge- 
neral  had    nobody    in    his  army  who 
knew  how  to  approach  it  in  form,  or  that 
he  trufted  entirely  to  the  fame  of  his 
arms,  I  mall  not  determine}  but  certain 
it  is,  a  resolution  was  taken  in  a  coun- 
cil of  war,    to  attack  the  place  with 
mufquetry  only.     This  was  put  in  exe- 
cution, and  fucceeded  accordingly  j  the 
enemy  giving  them  iuch  a  hearty  le- 
ception,  that  the  greutelt  part  of  the  de- 
tachment took  tip  their everlartinj;  nfi- 
dence  on  the  fpot.     Our  chief  not  re- 
lifhing  this  kind  of  complaif.tnce  in  the 
Spaniards,   was  wife  enough  to  leticat 
on  board  with  the  remains  of  his  army, 
which,    from  eight  thotifand  ahlr   me  n 
landed  on   the  r>ca<  h  near  KOCH  C.'luci, 
was  now  reduced  to  fifteen  bundled  fit 
for   fervice.     The   fjck  and  wounded 
were  lijucezed into  certain  vrrlels,  which 
thence  obtained  th<:  name  of  hcfjiital 
/hips,  though  methinks  they  fcaitc  <!. 
ferved  fuch  a  credit ul)le  title,  feeing  lew 
of  them  could  boaft  of  their  fuigeon, 
nurfe,  or  cook;  and  the  fpace  between 
decks  was  Ib  confined,  that  the  n> 
ble  patients  had  not  room  to  fit  upright 
in    their    beds.     Their    wounds    and 
itumps  being  neglecled,  contracted  filth 
and  p'.i tic fattiwn,  and  milliuns  of  nug- 
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gois  wrn-  hatched  amuift  thf  corruption 
of  their  lore*.  This  inhuman  <!ifrt- 
gard  wan  imputed  to  thr  lent  city  of  fur- 
gconsj  though  it  is  well  known  that 
every  great  (hip  in  the  tic  a  could  have 
:  one  at  leaft  for  this  duty:  an 
expedient  which  would  have  been  more 
than  Sufficient  to  remove  this  (hocking 
inconvenience.  But  perhaps  the  general 
was  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  alk  a 
favour  of  this  kind  from  his  fellow 
chitfj  who,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
not  derogate  fo  much  from  his  own  dig- 
nity as  to  offer  fuch  alTiftance  unafked; 
for  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  by  this 
time  the  daemon  of  difcord  with  her 
footy  wings  had  breathed  her  influence 
upon  our  councils;  and  it  might  be  faid 
of  thefe  great  men,  (I  hope  tiiey  wiH 
pardon  the  comparifon)  as  of  Casfar 
and  Pompey,  the  one  could  not  brook, 
a  fuperior,  and  the  other  was  impatient 
of  an  equal :  fo  that  between  the  pride 
of  one,  and  the  infolence  of  another, 
the  enterprize  mifcarried;  according  to 
the  proverb,  '  between  two  rtools  the 
'  backfide  falls  to  the  ground.'  Not 
that  I  would  be  thought  to  liken  any 
publick  concern  to  that  approbious  part 
of  the  human  body,  though  I  inii'.ht 
with  truth  aflert,  if  I  dui  A  ufe  fuch  a 
vulgar  idiom,  that  the  nntion  did  bang 
an  a — fe  at  it's  disappointment  on  tins 
occafion;  neither  would  I  prefume  to 
compare  the  capacity  of  our  heroick  lea- 
ders to  any  fuch  wooden  convenience  as 
a  joint-liool  or  a  clofe-ftool;  but  only 
to  fignify  by  this  fimile,  the  milt.ikc  the 
people  committed  in  milting  to  the 
union  of  two  inltruments  that  were  ne-  • 
ver  joined. 

A  day  or  two  afwr  the  attempt  on 
St.  Lazar,  tln>  admiral  oidcrcd  one  »>f 
mifh  men  of  war  we  had  taken, 
to  be  mounted   with  fixteen  j'un.-.,   anil 
manned    with    detachments    from  our 
•M   at  iliips,  in  order  to  bitter  the  town  j 
•iccordingly    (he  was    towed    into    the     • 
inner  bruboiu  in  the  night,   and  moor- 
ed wiihm  half  a  mile  of  the  walls,  a- 
r:;:p.!l  uhirh  llu-  b  gin  to   fire  .it  day- 
hre.ik;  and  continue  J  about  fix   hours 
ex  poi,, I  to  the    tippofition    of   at  lealt 
»t  cannon,  v.hiclj  nt  length, 
nidi  to  Kt  her  on  fire,  and 
as  well   as  thty   toul.J,   in  their 
boats.     This  piece  ot  conduct  afforded 
t'    i..<culation   to  all    the  wits 
either  in  the  army  '"  n.iw,  who  were 
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at  laft  fain  to  acknowledge  it  a  ftroke 
of   policy  above  their  comprehenfion. 
Some  entertained   fuch   an   irreverent 
opinion  of  the  admiral's  underftanding, 
as  to  think  he  expected  the  town  would 
furrender  to  his  floating  battery  of  fix- 
teen  gunsj  others  imagined  his  fole  in- 
tention was  to  try  the  enemy's  ftrength, 
by  which  he  mould  be  able  to  compute 
the  number  of  great  mips  that  would  be 
receflary  to  force  the  town  to  a  capitula- 
tion:   but   this    laft    conjecture    foon 
appeared  groundlefs,  inafmuch  as   no 
fhips  of  any  kind  whatever  were  after- 
wards  employed   on  that  fervice.     A 
third   fort  fwore,  that  no  other  caufe 
could  be  affigned  for  this  undertaking, 
than  that  which  induced  Don  Quixote 
t?  attack  the  windmill.     A  fourth  clafs 
(and  that  the  moft  numerous,  though, 
without  doubt,  compofed  of  the  moft 
fangurne  and  malicious)   plainly  taxed 
this  commander  with  want  of  honefty  as 
well  as  fenfej  and  alledged  that  he  ought 
to  have  facrificed  private  pique  to  the 
intereft  of  his  country;  that  where  the 
lives  of  fo  many  brave  fellow-citizens 
were  concerned,  he  ought  to  have  con- 
curred with  the  general,  without  being 
folicited,  or  even  defired,  towards  their 
prefervation  and  advantage;  that  ii  his 
arguments  could  not  diffuadehim  from 
a  defperate  enterprize,  it  was  his  duty 
to  have  rendered  it  as  practicable  as 
poffible,  without  running  extreme  ha- 
zard;  that  this  could   only   be  done, 
with  a  good  profpect  of   fuccefs,   by 
ordering  five  or  fix  large  mips  to  batter 
the  town  while  the  land  forces  ftorm- 
ed  the  caftlej  by  thefe  means  a  confule- 
rable  djverfion  would  have  been  made  in 
favour  of  thofe  troops,  who  in  their 
match  to  the  aiTault,  and  in  the  retreat, 
iuffered  much  more  from  the  town  than 
from  the  caftle;  that  the  inhabitants, 
feeing   themfelves  vigorouily  attacked 
en  all  hands,  would  have  been  divided, 
diftraeted,    and   confufed,    and  in   all 
probability  unable  to  refift  the  aflail- 
ants.     But  all  thefe  fuggeftions  fure- 
Jy  proceeded  from  ignorance  and  ma- 
levolence,   or  elfe  the  admiral  would 
not  have  found  it  fuch  an  eafy  matter, 
at  his  return  to  England,  to  juftify  his 
conduct  to  a  miniltry  at  once  fo  upright 
and  difcerning.     True  it  is,  that  thofe 
who  undertook  to  vindicate  him  on  the 
fpot,    aflerted,    there   was   not   water 
enough  for  our  great  (hips  near  the  town ; 
though  this  was  a  little  unfortunately 
Brged,  beeaufe  there  happened  to  be 


pilots  in  the  fleet  perfectly  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  foundings  of  the  har- 
bour, who  affirmed  there  was  water 
enough  for  five  eighty  gun  fhips  to  lie 
a-breaft,  almoft  up  -to  the  very  walls. 
The  difappointrnents  we  fuffered,  oc- 
eaftoned  an  univerfal  dejection,  which 
was  not  at  all  alleviated  by  the  objects 
that  daily  and  hourly  entertained  our 
eyes,  nor  by  the  profpect  of  what  muft 
have  inevitably  happened,  had  we  re- 
mained much  longer  in  this  place. 
Such  was  the  ceconomy  in  fome  mips, 
that  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble  of 
interring  the  dead,  their  commanders 
ordered  their  men  to  throw  their  bodies 
overboard,  many  without  either  ballad 
or  winding-fheet;  fo  that  numbers  of 
human  carcafes  floated  in  the.  harbour, 
until  they  were  devoured  by  (harks  and 
carrion-crows;  which  afforded  no  a- 
greeable  fpectacle  to  thofe  who  furviv- 
ed.  At  the  fame  time  the  wet  feafoa 
began;  during  which,  a  deluge  of  rain 
falls  from  the  rifing  to  the  letting  of 
the  fun,  without  intermiflion;  and  that 
no  fooner  ceafes,  than  it  begins  to 
thunder  and  lighten  with  fuch  conti- 
nual flaming,  that  one  can  fee  to  read 
a  very  fmall  print  by  the  illumina- 
tion. 


CHAP.     XXXIV. 

AN  EPIDEMICS  FEVER  RAGFS  A- 
MONG  US  —  WE  ABANDON  OUR 
CONQUEST—  I  AM  SEIZED  WITH 
THE  DISTEMPER.;  WRITE  A  PE- 
TITION TO  THE  CAPTAIN,  WHICH 
IS  REJECTED  —  I  AM  IN  DANGER. 
OF  SUFFOCATION  THROUGH  THE 
MALICE  OF  CRAMPLEY;  AND  RE- 
LIEVED BY  A  SERJEANT  —  MY 
FEVER  INCREASES  —  THE  CHAP- 
LAIN WANTS  TO  CONFESS  ME— 
I  OBTAIN  A  FAVOURABLE  CRI-r 

sis  —  MORGAN'S  AFFECTION  FOR. 

ME  PROVED  —  THE  BEHAVIOUR. 
OF  MACKSHANE  AND  CRAMPLEr 
TOWARDS  ME  —  CAPTAIN  OAK- 
HUM  IS  REMOVED  INTO  ANO- 
THER SHIP  WITH  HIS  BELOVED. 
DOCTOR  —  OUR  NEW  CAPTAItf 
DESCRIBED  —  AN  ADVENTURE  OF 
MORGAN. 


E   change  of   the  atmofphere, 
JL     occafioned  by  this  phenomenon, 
confpired  with  the  flench  that  furround- 
ed  as,  the  beat  of  ihs  climate,  our  owns 
conftjtutiwn* 
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conftituticns  impoverished  by  bad  pro- 
viii  i.^.  .ind  our  deipair,  to  introduce 
thr  biliont  fever  among  us,  which  raged 
vith  fuch  violence,  that  three-fonrths 
of  tlu'ie  whom  it  invaded  drcd  in  a 
deplorable  manner;  the  colour  of  their 
ikin  being,  by  the  extreme  putrefaction 
of  the  juices,  changed  into  that  of  foot. 
Our  conductors  finding  things  in 
this  litiiaiion,  perceived  it  was  high 
time  to  relinquish  our  conquelis;  and 
this  we  did,  after  having  rendered 
their  artillery  u ft- left,  and  blown  up 
their  walls  with  gunpowder.  Jult  as 
we  failed  horn  hoc  a  Chica,  on  our  re- 
turn to  Jamaica,  1  found  myfelf  tlnx-a- 
tened  with  the  fymptoms  of  this  ter- 
rible dilicmper;  and  knowing  very  well 
that  I  (toed  no  chance  for  my  lite,  if  I 
fhould  be  obliged  to  lie  in  the  cock- 
pit, which  by  this  time  was  grown 
intolerable  even  to  the  people  in  health, 
by  reafon  of  the  heat  and  unwhole- 
fome  fmell  of  decayed  provilion;  I 
wrote  a  petition  to  the  captain,  repre- 
fenting  my  cafe,  and  humbly  implor- 
ing his  permilTion  to  lie  among  the  fol- 
diers  in  the  middle  deck,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  air:  but  I  might  have  fpared 
myfelf  live  trouble,  for  this  humane 
commander  refufed  my  requeft,  and 
ordered  me  to  continue  in  the  place  al- 
lotted for  the  furgeon's  mates,  or  elJe 
be  contended  to  lie  in  the  hofpital, 
which,  by  the  bye,  was  three  degrees 
more  offenfive,  and  more  fuffocating 
than  our  own  birth  below.  Another 
in  my  condition,  perhaps,  would  have 
iubmitted  to  his  fate,  and  died  in  a  pet; 
but  I  could  not  brook  the  thought  of 
periming  Ib  pitifully,  after  I  had  wea- 
thered fo  many  gales  of  hard  fortune: 
I  therefore,  without  mindingOakhum's 
injunction,  prevailed  upon  the  foldiers 
(whole  good  will  I  hail,.cquired)  to  ad- 
mit my  hammock  among  them;  and 
actually  congratulated  myfelf  upon  my 
comfortable  fmiation;  which  Cramp- 
ley  no  fooner  underllood,  than  he  fig- 
nified  to  the  captain,  my  contempt  of 
bis  orders ;  and  was  inverted  with  power 
to  turn  me  down  again  into  my  proper 
habitation.  This  barbarous  piece  of  re- 
venge incenfed  me  fo  much  againft  the 
author,  that  I  vowed,  with  bitter  im- 
precations, to  cali  him  to  a  fevere  ac- 
count, if  ever  it  mould  be  in,  my  power} 
and  the  agitation  of  my  fpirits  increafed 
my  fever  to  a  violent  degree.  While  I 
lay  gafping  for  breath  in  this  infernal 


abode,  I  was  vifitcd  by  a  ferjcant,  the 
bones  of  whofe  nofe  I  had  reduced  and 
fet  to  rights,  after  they  had  been  de- 
moliftied  by  a  fplinter  during  our  laft 
engagement:  he  being  informed  of  my 
condition,  offered  me  the  ufe  of  his 
birth  in  the  middle  deck,  which  was 
inclofcd  with  canvas,  and  well  aired  by 
a  port- hole  that  remained  open  within 
it.  I  embraced  this  proposal  with  jov, 
and  was  immediately  conducted  to  the 
phce,  where  I  was  treated,  while  my 
illnefs  lalted,  with  the  utmoft  tender- 
nefs  and  care  by  this  grateful  halber- 
dier, who  had  no  other  bed  for  himfelf 
than  a  hencoop,  during  the  whole  paf- 
fage.  Here  I  lay  and  enjoyed  the  breeze, 
notwithftanding  which,  my  malady 
gained  ground,  and  at  length  my  life 
was  defpaired  of,  though  I  never  loft 
hopes  of  recovery,  even  when  I  had  the 
mortification  to  fee,  from  my  cabbin- 
window,  fix  or  feven  thrown  overboard 
every  day,  who  died  of  the  lame  dif- 
temper.  This  confidence,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  conduced  a  great  deal  to  the 
prefervation  of  my  life,  efpecially,  when 
joined  to  another  resolution  I  took  at 
the  beginning,  namely,  to  refnfe  all 
medicine;  which  I  could  not  help  think- 
ing co-operated  with  the  difeaie,  and 
inltead  of  refifting  putrtfaclion,  pro- 
moted a  total  degeneracy  of  the  vital 
fluid.  When  my  friend  Morgan,  there- 
fore, brought  his  diaphoretic  bolufes, 
I  put  them  into  my  mouth,  'tis  true, 
but  without  any  intention  of  fwallow- 
ing  them;  and  when  he  went  away, 
fpit  them  out,  and  warned  my  mouth 
with  water-gruel:  I  feemingiy  com- 
plied in  this  manner,  that  I  might  not 
affront  the  blood  of  Caraclacus,  by  a 
refufal  which  might  have  intimated  a 
diffidence  of  his  phyiical  capacity;  for 
he  afted  as  my  phylkian,  Doctor 
Mackmane  never  once  enquiring  about 
me,  or  even  knowing  where  I  was. 
When  my  diftemper  was  at  the  height, 
Morgan  thought  my  cafe  defpenue, 
and  after  having  applied  a  blilier  to  the 
nape  of  my  neck,  fqueezed  my  hand, 
bidding  me  with  a  woeful  countenance, 
recommend  myfelf  to  Got  and  my  Re- 
teemer;  then  taking  his  leave,  defired 
the  chaplain  to  come  and  administer 
fome  fpiritual  confolation  to  me;  but 
before  he  arrived,  I  made  fhift  to  rid 
myfelf  of  the  troublefome  application 
the  Welchman  had  bellowed  on  my 
back.  The  parfon  having  felt  my  pulfe, 
C^i  enquired 
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enquired  into  the  nature  of  my  com- 
plaints,   hemmed    a  little,    and  began 
thus:  '  Mr.  Random,  God  out  of  his 
infinite  mercy  hath  been  plealed  to 
vifit  you  with  a  dreadful  diftemper, 
the  iffue  of  which  no  man   knows. 
You  may  be  permitted  to  recover  and 
live  many  days  on  the  face  of  the 
earth}  and,  which  is  more  probable, 
you  may  betaken  away  and  cut  off  in 
the  flower  of  your  youth:  iris  incum- 
bent on  you,   therefore,   to   prepare 
for  the  great  change,  by  repenting 
fincerely  of  your  fins :  of  this  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  fign,  than  an  in- 
genuous "confeflion,  which  I  conjure 
you  to  make,    without  hefitation  or 
mental  refervation;  and  when  I  am 
convinced  of  your  fincerity,   I  \yill 
then  give  you  fuch  comfort  as  the 
fituation  of  your  foul  will  admit  of. 
Without  doubt,  you  have  been  guilty 
of  numberlefs  tranfgreflions  to  which 
youth  is  fubjeft,  as  fwearing,  drunk- 
ennefs,  whoredom,  and  adultery  j  tell 
me  therefore,  without  referve,  the  par- 
ticulars of  each,  efpecinlly  or'tlic  laft, 
that  I  may  be  acquainted  with  the 
true  date  of  your  confcience:  for  no 
phyfician  will   preicribc  for  his  pa- 
tient until    he    knows    the   circum- 
flances  of  his  difeafe.'    As  I  was  not 
undt.r  any   apprehenfions   of  death,    I 
co-.f.u  not  help  fmiling  at  the  doctor's 
inquiiiiive  remonltrance,  which  I  told 
him  favoured  more  of  the  Roman  than, 
of   the  Piottltant  church,    in  recom- 
mending auricular  confeffion;  a  thing, 
in  my  opinion,   not  at  all  neceffary  to 
falvation,  and  which,  for  that  reafon, 
I    declined.     This    reply  difconcerted 
him    a    little;  however,    he  explained 
awuy  bis  meaning,  in  making  learned 
fiiitinftions   between   what  was  abfo- 
lutely    neceffary,    and  what  was  only 
convenient}  then  proceeded  to  afk  what 
religion  I  profefled :  I  anfwered  that  I 
had  not  as  yet  confidered  the  difference 
of    religions,    confequently    had    not 
fixed  on   any   one   in   particular,    but 
that  I  was    bred  a  Prefbyterian.     At 
this  word  the  chaplain  exprefled  great 
aiionifliment,  and  laid,   he  could  not 
comprehend    how  a  Prefbyterian   was 
entitled  to  any  poft  under  the  Englifti 
government.     Then  he  afked  if  I  had 
ever  received  the  facrament,  or  taken 
the  oaths  j  to  which  o^ieftions  I  reply- 


ing in  the  negative,  he  held  up  his  ha 
aflured  me  he  could  do  me  no  fervice, 
wifhed  I  might  not  be  in  a  ftate  of  re- 
probation; and  returned  to  his  mefs- 
mates,  who  were  making  merry  in  the 
ward-room,  round  a  table  well  ftored 
with   bumbo*  and    wine.     This  infi- 
nuation,  terrible  as    it  was,    had    not 
fuch  an  effecl  upon  me  as   the  fever, 
which,  foon  after  he  had  left  me,  grew 
outrageous;    I     began    to    fee   ftrange 
chimeras,  and  concluded  myftlf  on  the 
point  of  becoming   delirious:    in    the 
mean  time,  being  in  great  danger  of 
fuffocation,  I  ftarted  up  'in  a  kind  of 
frantick  fit,  with  an  intention  to  plunge 
myfelf  into  the  fea,   and  as  my  friend 
thefetjeant  was  not  prefent,  would  cer- 
tainly have  cooled  myfelf  to  fome  pur- 
pofe,    had   I  not  perceived  a  moilture 
upon  my  thigh,  as  I  endeavoured  to 
get  out  of  my  hammock:  the  appear- 
ance of  this  revived  my  hopes,  and  I  had 
reflection  and  refolution  enough  to  take 
the  advantage  of  this  favourable  fymp- 
tom,  by  tearing  my  lliirtfrom  my  bodyj 
and  the  fhetts  from  my  bed,  and  wrap- 
ping  myfeif   in    a.  tbjck   blanket,    ia 
which  inclofure,  for  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,   I  felt  the  pains  of  hell^ 
but  it  was  not  long  before  I  was  re- 
compenfcd  for  my  iufferings  by  a  pro- 
fuie    fweat,    that    budling    from    the 
whole  furface  of  my  (kin,   in  lefs  than 
two    hours  relieved   me   ftom    aU   my 
complaints,    except   th.it  of  weaknefs, 
and  left   me  as  hungry    as  a  kite.     I 
enjoyed  a.  very  comfortable  nap,  after 
which  I  was    regaling  myfelf  with  the 
agreeable  reverie  of  my  future  happi- 
ne/'s,   when  I  heard    Morgan,  on  Jthe 
outficle  of  the  curtain,  afk  the  ferjeant 
if  I  was  alive  (till.     '  Alive!'  cried  the 
other,  '  God  forbid  he  mould  be  other- 
wife!    he   has    lain    quiet  thefe   five 
hours,   and   I  do  not  chufe  to  dif- 
turb  him,  for  fleep  will  do  him  great 
fervice.' — c  Aye,'    faid    my   fellow 
mate,   '  he  fleeps  fo  found,  look  you, 
that  he   will  never  waken   till   the 
great  trump  blows.     Got  be  mer- 
ciful to  his  foul !   he  has  paid  his 
debt  like  an  honeft  man.     Aye,  and 
moreover,  he  is  at  reft  from  all  per- 
fecutions,   and  troubles,   and  afflic- 
tions, of  which,  Got  knows,  and  I 
know,  he  had  his  own  (hare.    Ochree  J 
Ochreel  he  was  a  promifing  youth. 


*  Bumbo  is  a  liquor  compofed  of  rum,  fugar,  water  and  nutmeg. 


*  indeed,* 
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*  indeed.'     So     faying,     he     gr« 
giicvoufly,  and  began  to  whine  in  Inch 
a  manner,  as  pcrluadcd  me  lie  I  tail  a 

•leudlhip  tor  me.  The  1-ijeant, 
alarmed  at  his  words,  came  into  the 
hirth,  and  while  he  looked  upon  me, 
1  fniilcd,  and  tipt  liim  the  wn.k  ;  he 
immediately  guefied  my  meaning,  and 
remaining  filent,  Morgan  was  con. 
firmed  in  his  opinion  of  mv  being  dead  ; 
whereupon  he  approached  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  in  order  to  indulge  his 
grief  with  a  fight  of  the  object j  and  I 
count  ith  fo  well,  by  fixing 

my  eyes,  and  d'ropping  my  under  jaw, 
that  he  faid,    '  There  he  lies,   no  pettcr 

*  than   a  lump  of  clay,  (Jot  hel»  me.!' 
And  obin  veil  by  the  diliortion  of  my 
face,   that   I    muit   have  had  a   (hong 
ftruggle.     1  (hould  not  have  been  ab!« 
to  contain  myfelf  much  longer,  when 
he  began  to  perform  the  laft  duty  of  a 
friend,   in    doling   my   eyes  and    my 
month;  upon  which  I  fuddenly  fnap- 
l>ed    at   his    fingers,   and   difcompofed 
him   fo   much,  that  he   darted  back, 
turned   pale  as  afhcs,   and  (tared   like 
the  picture  of  honor:  although  I  could 
not  help  laughing  at  his   appearance, 
I  was  concerned  tor  his  lituation,   arid 
ftretched  out  my  hand,  telling  him,   I 
hoped  to  live  and  eat  fomc  falmagunoy 
of  his  making  in    England.     It   was 
ibme   time    before    he   could    recollect 
himl'df  fo  far  as  to  feel  my  pulfe,  and 
enquiie  into  the  particulars  of  my  ilii'- 
eale:  but  when  he  found  I  had  enjoyed 
a  favourable    trifis,    he   congratulated 
me  upon  my  good  fortune;  not,fai!ing 
to  afcribe  ir,   under  Got,  to  the  bliltcr 
he  had  applied  to  my  back,  at  his  laft 
vifit}' which,  by  the  bye,'  laid  he, '  mull 
'  now  be  removed  and  drefled.'  He  was 
actually  going  to  fetch  dreflings,  when 
I  feigning  aitoni foment,   faid,    '  Blefs 

*  me  I   fure  you  never  applied  a  blilter 

*  to  me;  there  is  nothing  on  my  back, 

*  I  allure  you.'     But  he  could  not  be 
convinced  till  he  had  examined  it,  and 
then  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  con- 
fulion,    by   exprefling   his  furprize  in 
finding   the    Ikin   untouched,    and   the 
philter   milling.     In   order   to  excufe 
mylelf  for  paying  fo  little   regard    to 
his   prefciiption,   I   pretended   to  have 
been    infenfihlc   when   it  was  put  on, 
and   to  have  pulled  it  off  afterwards  in 
a  fit  of  delirium.     This    apology  la- 
tistied  my  friend,  who  on  this  occafion 
»batcd  a  good  deal  of  bis  Itiffneii  in 


regard  to  pun&Ilio;  and  as  we  were 

iiuw   l.iffl,  where 

I  h.»d  the  bent-tit  of  ti'.di 
and  other  refreftiments,  I  recovered 
rlrength  every  day,  and  in  a  limit  time 
my  ne.ilth  and  vigour  were  perfectly 
re-erlabiilhed.  When  I  got  up  at  fir(t, 
and  was  jult  able  to  crawl  about  the 
deck,  wiih  a  Raff  in  my.  hand,  I  met 
Doctor  Macklhane,  who  pallid  by  me 
with  a  difdaintul  look,  and  did  not 
vouch(:.fe  to  honour  me  with  one  wordt 
a lu r  him  came  Crampley,  who  flrut- 
ting  up  to  me,  with  a  fierce  counte- 
nance, pronounced,  '  Here's  ^fine  dif- 
cipline  on  boar<l,  when  fuch  lazy 
fkulking  fons  of  hitches  as  you  are 
allowed,  on  pretence  of  ficknefs,  to 
lollop  at  your  ea!e,  while  your  bet- 
ters are  kept  to  hard  duty!'  The 
fight  and  behaviour  of  this  malicious 
fcoundrel  enraged  me  fo  much,  that  I 
could,  fcarce  retrain  from  laying  my 
cudgel  acrofs  his  pate;  but  when  I  con- 
fniered  my  prefent  fetblenefs,  and  the 
enemies  I  had  in  the  (hip,  who  wanted 
only  a  pretence  to  ruin  me,  I  reftrain- 
ed  my  paflion,  ant)  contented  myfelf 
with  telling  him,  I  had  not  forgot  his 
infolence  and  mul.ice,  and  that  I  hoped 
we  fliould  meet  one  day  on  (hore.  At 
this  declaration  he  grinned,  ftiook  his 
filt,  and  (wore  he  longed  for  nothing 
more  than  iucJi  an  oppoi  (unity. 

Meanwhile  our  (hip  was  ordered  to 
be  heaved  down,  victualled  and  water- 
ed, for  her  return  to  England;  and  our 
cipt.tin,  for  l\  i-.e  reafon  or  other,  not 
thinking  it  convenient  for  him  torevifit 
his  native  countiy  at  this  time,  exchange 
ed  with  a  gentleman  who,  on  the  other 
hand,  wiflied  for  nothing  fo  much  a» 
to  be  fafe  without  the  tropick,  all  his 
care  and  tendernefs  of  himfelf  being 
inlufficjent  to  preferve  his  complixioa 
from  the  injuriesof  the  fun  and  weather. 
Our  tyrant  having  left  the  (hip,  and 
carried  his  favourite  Mackfliane  along 
with  him,  to  my  inexpreflible  fatis- 
faclion,  our  new  commander  came  on 
board  in  aten-oar'd  barge,  overfliadow- 
ed  with  a  vatt  umbrella,  and  appeared 
in  every  thing  the  reverfe  of  Oakhum* 
being  a  tall,  thin,  young  man,  drelFed 
in  this  manner:  a  white  hat,  garnifhed 
with  a  red  feather,  adorned  his  head, 
from  whence  his  hair  flowed  upon  his 
moulders,  in  ringlets  tied  behind  with 
a  ribband.  His  coat,  confifting  of  pink- 
coloured  iiik,  lined  with  white,  by  tha 
cleganc* 
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elegance  of  the  cut  retired  backward, 
as  it  were,  to  difcover  a  white  fattin 
waiftcoat  embroidered  with  gold,  un- 
buttoned at  the  upper  part  to  difplay  a 
broche  fet  with  garnets,  that  glittered 
in  the  brealt  of  his  mirt,  which  was  of 
the  fined  cambrick,  edged  with  right 
Mechlin;  the  knees  of  his  crimfon  vel- 
vet breeches  fcarce  defcended  fo  low  as 
to  meet  his  (ilk  ftockings,  which  role 
without  ipot  or  wrinkle  or.  his  meagre 
legs,  from  flioes  of  blue  Meroquin, 
lludded  with  diamond  buckles  that 
flamed  forth  rivals  to  the  fun!  A  fteel- 
hilted  fword,  inlaid  with  gold,  and 
decked  with  a  knot  of  ribband  which 
fell  down  in  a  rich  taflTel,  equipped  his 
fide;  and  an  amber-headed  cane  hung 
Wangling  from  his  wrift:  but  the  moll 
remarkable  parts  of  his  furniture  were, 
a  mafk  on  his  face,  and  white  gloves 
on  his  hands,  which  did  not  feem  to  be 
put  on  with  an  intention  to  be  pulled 
orfoccafionally,  but  were  fixed  with  a 
curious  ring  on  the  little  finger  of  each 
hand.  In  this  garb,  Captain  Whiffle, 
for  that  was  his  name,  took  poffeflion 
of  the  fnip,  furrounded  with  a  crowd 
of  attendants,  all  of  whom,  in  their 
different  degiees,  feemed  to  be  of  their 
patron's  difpofition;  and  the  air  was 
fo  impregnated  with  perfumes,  that 
one  may  venture  to  affirm  the  clime  of 
Arabia  Fcelix  was  not  half  fo  fweet- 
fcented.  My  fellow-mate  obferving 
no  furgeon  among  his  train,  thought 
he  had  found  an  occafion  too  favour- 
able for  himfelf  to  beneglecled;  and 
remembering  the  old  proverb,  *  Spare 

*  to  (peak,    and  fpare  to  fpeed,'    re- 
folved  to  folicit  the  new  captain's  in- 
tcreft   immediately,    before  any   other 
furgeon  could  be  appointed  for  the  (hip. 
With  this  view  he  repaired  to  the  cab- 
bin  in  his  ordinary  drefs,  confifting  of 
a  check- Ihirt  and  trowfers,  a  brown  li- 
nen waiftcoat,  and  a  night-cap  of  the 
fame,    (neither   of   them    very   clean) 
which,  for  his  future  misfortune,  hap- 
pened to  finell  ftrong of  tobacco.     En- 
tering without  any  ceremony  into  this 
lac  red  place,  he  found  Captain  Whiffle 
repofing  upon  a  couch,  with  a  wrapper 
of  fine  chintz  about  his  body,  and  a 
muflin  cap  bordered  with  lace  about 
his  head;  and  after  feveral  low  con- 
gees began  in  this  manner:    '  Sir,    I 

*  hope  you  will  forgive,  andexcufe,  and 
«  pardon,  the  preemption  of  one  who 
«  has  not  the  honour  of  being  known 


«  unto  you,  but  who  is,  neverfhelefs, 
'  a   mentleman   porn    and    pred,    and 
'  moreover,  has  had  misfortunes,  Got 
'  help  me,  in  the  world.'     Here  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  captain,  who,  on  fee- 
ing him,  had  ftarted  up  with  gr«at  a- 
mazement  at  the  novelty  of  the  appa- 
rition; and  having  recollected  himfelf, 
pronounced  with  a  look  and  tone  fig- 
nifying  difdain,  curiollty,  and  furprize, 
Zauns!    who    art    thou?' — '  I    am 
furgeon's  firlt  mate  on  board  of  this 
fhip,'  replied  Morgan;  '  and  I  moil 
vehemently  delire  and   befeech    you, 
with  all  iubmiflion,  to  be  pleafed  to 
condefcend  and  vouchfafe  to  enquire 
into  my  character,  and  my  pehaviour, 
and  my  defeits,  which,  under   GOT, 
I  hope  will  entitle  me  to  the  vacancy 
of  furgeon.'     As  he  proceeded  in  his 
fpeech,    he  continued    advancing    to- 
wards the  captain,  whofe  rroftrils  were 
nolbontr  tainted  with  the  aromatick  fla- 
vour that  exhaled  from  him,  than   he 
cried    with    great   emotion,    '  Heaven 

*  preferve  me!    I  am  fnffbcated!    Fel- 

*  low,  fellow!  away  with  thee.     Curfe 
'  thee,  fellow!   get  thee  gone:  I  ihall 

*  be  flunk  to  death!'   At  the  noife  of 
his   outcries,  his  fervants  ran  into  his 
apartment;  and  he  accofted  them  thus  : 
'  Villains!   cut-throats!  traitors!  lam 

*  betrayed!     I    am    Sacrificed!     Will 
'  you   not  carry  that  monfter  away;  or 
'  mull  I  be  Itiflsd   with  the  (tencn  of 
'  him!    Oh,    oh!'    With    thefe  inter- 
jections, he  funk  down  upon  his  ft-tte 
in  a  fit;    his  valet  de    chambre  plreJ 
him  with  'a  (Vnelling-bottle,  one  foot- 
man  chafed  his  temples  with  hungary 
water,  another  fprinkled  the  floor  with 
fpirits  of  lavender,  a  third  puflied  Mor- 
gan out  of  the  cabbin ;  who  coming  to 
the  place  where  I  was,  fat  down  with 
a  demure  countenance;   and,    accord- 
ing to  his  cultom,  when  he  received 
any  indignity  which   he  durft  not  re- 
venge, began  to  fmg  a  Welch  ditty.     I 
gueflcd  he  was  under  fome  agitation  of 
fpirits,  and  defired  to  know  the  caufej 
but  inftead  of   anfwering   me   direct- 
ly,   he   afked  with  great  emotion,   if 
I     thought     him    a    monfter    and    a 
ftinkard.     '  A  montter  and  a  ftinkard,' 
faid  I,    with  fome  furprize,   '  did  any- 
body call   you   fo?'— '  Got   is    mv 
judge,'   replied  he,   '  Captain   Fi$» 
did  call  me  both;  ay,  and  all  the 
water  in  the  Tawy  will  not  wafli  it 
out  of  my  remembrance.      J  do  af-  . 

'  firas, 
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firm,  and  avouch,  am!  maintain,  with 
IH%  •  ,v  pody,  ami  my  plood, 

!,<yk  \'Ji>,  iH  >t  1  have  no  fm«IU  about 
.ch  as  a  chrittain  ought  to 
\  |it  i lie  effluvia  of  tobacco, 
win  ihc,  odoriferous,  aro- 

matic liei  b,  ami  lie  is  a  ion  ot  ;i  moun- 
tain-Roat  who  lays  otheiwife.  As  for 
my  being  a  monlter,  let  that  lx-  as 
it  is:  1  am  as  (rot  was  pJeafed  u» 
create  me;  which,  peradventuie,  is 
moic  than  I  ftiall  aver  of  him  who 

e  me  that  title;  for  I  will  pro- 
claim it  before  the  world,  that  he  is 
difguilcci  and  transfigured,  and  tranf- 
mographied,  with  affeclation  and 

i.'iiiioj  ami  that  he  is  moie  like  a 
papoon  than  one  of  the  human  race.' 


CHAP.     XXXV. 

CAPTAIN  WHIFFLE  SENDS  FOR  ME 
—  ;1IS  SITUATION  DESCRIBED — 
HIS  SURGEON  ARRIVES,  PRE- 
<<IBES  FOR  HIM,  AND  PUTS 
HIM  TO  BED — A  BED  18  PUT  UP 
FOR  MR.  SIMPER  CONTIGUOUS 
TO  THE  STATE-ROOM,  WHICH, 
WITH  OTHER  PARTS  OF  THH 
CAPTAIN'S  BEHAVIOUR,  GIVES 
THE  SHIP'S  COMPANY  A  Vt'RY 
rAVOURABLK  IDEA  OF  THEIR 
COMMANDER  —  l'  AM  DETAINED 
IN  THE  \,  «.M  -INDIES,  BY  THE 
ADMIRAL,  AND  GO  ON  BOARD 
OF  THE  LIZARD  SLOOP  OF  WAR 
IN  QUALITY  OF  SURGEON'S 
MATE,  WHERS  I  MAKE  MYSELF 
KNOWN  TO  THE  SURGEON,  WHO 
TREATS  ME  VERY  KINDLY  —  I 
CO  ON  SHORE,  StLL  MY  TICKET, 
PURCHASE  NECESSARIES,  AND 
AT  MY  RETURN  ON  BOARD  AM 
SURPRIZED  AT  THE  SIGHT  OF 
CRAMPLEY,  WHO  IS  APPOINTED 
LIEUTENANT  OF  THE  SLOOP— 
WE  SAIL  ON  A  CRUISE— TAKE 
A  PRIZE,  IN  WHICH  I  ARRIVE 
AT  PORT  MORANT,  UNDER.  THE 
COMMAND  OF  MY  MESS-MATE, 
WfTH  WHOM  I  LIVE  IN  GREAT 
HARMONY. 

HE  was  going  on  with  an  eulogium 
upon  the  captain,  when  I  rccciv- 
,ed  a  meflage  to  clean  myfelf  and  go  up 
y>   the  great  cabbin :    and   with   this 
command  I  inttautly  complied,  1'wcet- 


ening  myfelf  with  rofe-water  from  lb« 
mo  chert.     When  I  entered  th« 
i .11. in,   I  was  ordered  to  ftand  by  the 
door,    until  Captain   Whiffle  had  re- 
connoitercd  me  at  a  diltance,  with  a 
fpy.glafs.     He   having  confulted   ont 
fenfe  in  this  manner,  bade  me  advance 
lly,    that  his  nofe  might   havo 
intelligence   before  it  could  be  much 
oH  ended:      I      therefore     approached 
with   great   caution   and  fuccefs,   and 
he   was  pleafed    to  fay,    «  Aye,    thi» 
c  creature  is  tolerable.'     I  found  him 
lolling  on  his  couch  with  a  languifliing 
air,   his  head  fupported  by   his   valet 
de  chamhie,  who  from  time  to  time 
applied  a  fmelling-bottle  to   his  nole. 
'  Vergette,'    faid   he  in  a   fqueaking 
tone,   «  doll  thou  think  this  wretch,* 
meaning  me,  '  will  do  me  no  injury? 
•  may  I  venture  to  fubmit  my  arm  ti> 
t  |,jn,?' — «  Pon  my  vord,'  replied  the 
valet,    '  I    do  tink.  dat  dere  be  great 
«  occafion  for  your  honour  lofing  on« 
1  fmall   quantite    of    blodtj    and    tha 
«  y.vjng  man  ave  quelque  chofe  of  de 
«  bonne    mien.'—'   Well  then,'    faid 
his  marter,  '  I  think  I  muft  venture.' 
Then  addreffing  himfelf  to  me,  «  Haft 
«  thou    ever   blooded  any    body    but 
«  brutes?     But   I   need  not  aflc  thee, 
1  for  thou  wilt  tell  me  a  mofl  dam- 
'  nable  lye.' — c  Brutes,  Sir,'  anfwered 
I,  palling  down  his  glove,  in  order  to 
feel  his  puliej   '  I  never  me4dje  with 
«   Dimes.'—'  What  the  devil«ijct  thou 
«  about?'  cried  hej  '  dolt  ihou  intend 
«  to  twill  off  my   hand?  Gad's  curfel 
«  my  arm  is  benumbed  up  to  the  very 
'  ihoulder!  Heaven  have  mercy  upon 
«  me!  mult  I  perifh  under  the  hands  of 
'  favages?  What  an  unfortunate  dog 
'  was  I,  to  come  on  board  without  my 
«  own  furgeon,  Mr.  Simper.'     I  craved 
pardon    for   having   handled    him    fo 
roughly,  and  with  the  utmoft  care  and 
tenderoefs  tied  up  his  arm  with  a  fillet 
of  filk.  Whilel  was  feeling  for  the  vein, 
he  delired  to  know   how  much  blood 
I  intended  to  take  from  himj  and  when 
I  anfwered,  «  Not  above  twelve  ounces,* 
(tarted   up  with  a  look  full  of  horror, 
and  bade  me  be  gone,  fwearing  1  had  a 
defign  upon  his  life.     Vergette  appeafcd 
him  with  difficulty,  and  opening  a  bu- 
reau, took  out  a  pair  of  fcales,  in  one 
of  which  was  placed  a  fmall  cup;  and 
putting  them  into  my  hand,  told  me, 
the  captain  never  loll  above  an  ounce 
a«d  three  drachms  at  one  time.     While 

I  pre- 
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I  prepared  for  this  important  evacua- 
tion, there  ome  into  the  cahbin  a 
young  man  gaily  drtfled,  of  a  very  de- 
licate complexion,  witli  a  kind  of  lan- 
guid fmile  on  his  face,  which  feemed 
to  have  been  rendered  habitual  by  a 
lofig  courfe  of  affectation.  The  cap- 
tain no  fooner  perceived  him,  than 
rifmg  haftily,  he  flew  into  his  arms, 
crying,  *  O  my  dear  Simper!  I  am 
exctHively  difordered !  I  have  been 
betrayed,  irighted,  murdered,  by  the 
negligence  of  my  fervants,  who  fuf- 
fered  a  beaft,  a  mule,  a  bear,  to  fur- 
prize  me,  and  ftink  me  into  convul- 
fions  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco.* 
Simper,  who  by  this  time,  I  found, 
was  obliged  to  art  for  the  clearnefs  of 
his  complexion,  affumed  an  air  of  foft- 
nefs  and  fympathy,  and  lamented  with 
many  tender  exprefllons  of  forrow,  the 
fad  accident  that  had  thrown  him  into 
that  condition}  then  feeling  his  pa- 
tient's pulfe  on  the  outfide  of  his  glove, 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  his  dif- 
order  was  entirely  nervous,  and  that 
fome  drops  of  tinclure  of  caftor  and 
liquid  laudanum  would  be  of  more 
fervice  to  him  than  bleeding,  by  brid- 
ling the  inordinate  Tallies  of  his  fpirits, 
and  compofing  the  fermentation  of  his 
bile.  I  was  therefore  fent  to  prepare 
this  prefcription,  which  was  admi- 
jiiftered  in  a  glafs  of  fack-poflet;  after 
the  captain  had  been  put  to-bed,  and 
orders  fent  to  the  officers  on  the  quar- 
ter-deck, to  let  nobody  walk  on  that 
fide  under  which  he  lay. 

While  the  captain  enjoyed  his  repofe, 
the  do£tor  watched  over  him,  and  in- 
deed became  fo  neceffary,  that  a  cabbin 
was  made  for  him  contiguous  to  the 
ftate-room  where  Whiffle  flept,  that 
he  might  be  at  hand  in  cafe  of  acci- 
dents in  the  night.  Next  day,  our 
commander  being  happily  recovered, 
gave  orders  that  none  of  the  lieu- 
tenants mould  appear  upon  deck  with- 
out a  wig,  fword,  and  ruffles;  nor  any 
midfhipman,  or  other  petty  officer,  be 
feen  with'a  check  fliirt,  or  dirty  linen. 
He  alfo  prohibited  any  perfon  what- 
ever, except  Simper,  and  his  own  fer- 
vants, from  coming  into  the  great  cab- 
bin,  without  firft  lending  in  to  obtain 
leave.  Tbefe  fmgular  regulations  did 
not  prepoflefs  the  mip's  company  in  his 
favour;  but,  on  the  contrary,  gave 
fcandal  an  opportunity  to  be  very  bufy 
with  his  character,  and  -accuie  him  of 


maintaining  a  correfpondence  with  hi* 
furgeon  not  fit  to  be  named. 

In  a  few  weeks  our  fliip  being  under 
failing  orders,  I  was  in  hope  of  revi- 
fiting  my  native  country  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  when  the  admiral's  furgeon  came 
on  board,  and  fending  for  Morgan  and 
me  to  the  quarter-deck,  gave  us  to  un- 
derftand  there  was  a  great  fcarcity  of 
furgeons  in  the  Weft  Indies;  that  he 
was  commanded  to  detain  one  mate  out 
of  every  great  /hip  that  was  bound  for 
England;  and  defired  us  to  agree  be- 
tween ourfelves,  before  the  next  day 
at  that  hour,  which  of  us  fhould  ftay 
behind.  We  were  thunderftruck  at 
this  propofal,  and  flared  at  one  ano- 
ther fome  time  without  fpeaking;  at 
length  the  Welchman  broke  filence, 
and  offered  to  remain  in  the  Welt  In- 
dies, provided  the  admiral  would  givt 
him  a  furgeon's  warrant  immediately. 
But  he  was  told  there  was  no  want  of 
chief  furgeons,  and  that  he  muft  be 
contented  with  the  ftation  of  mate,  till 
he  fhould  be  farther  provided  for  in 
due  courfe:  whereupon  Morgan  flatly 
refufed  to  quit  the  ihip  f»r  which  the 
commiflioners  of  the  navy  had  ap- 
pointed him  ;  and  the  other  told  him 
as  plainly,  that  if  we  could  not  deter- 
mine the  affair  by  ourfelves  before  to- 
morrow morning,  he  muft  caft  lots, 
and  abide  by  his  chance.  When  I  re- 
called to  my  remembrance  the  miferies 
I  had  undergone  in  England,  where  I 
bad  not  one  friend  to  promote  my  in- 
tereft,  or  favour  my  advancement  in 
the  navy,  and  at  the  fame  time  reflected 
on  the  prefent  dearth  of  furgeons  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  unhealthinefs 
of  the  climate,  which  every  day  almoft 
reduced  the  number,  I  could  not  help 
thinking  my  fuccefs  would  be  much 
more  certain  and  expeditious,  by  my 
ftaying  where  I  was,  than  by  return- 
ing to  Europe.  I  therefore  refolved 
to  comply  with  a  good  grace;  and  next 
day  when  we  were  ordered  to  throw 
dice,  told  Morgan,  he  needed  not 
trouble  himfelf,  for  I  would  volun- 
tarily fubmit  to  the  admiral's  pleafure. 
This  frank  declaration  was  commend- 
ed by  the  gentleman,  who  aflured  me, 
it  fhould  not  fare  the  worfe  with  me 
for  my  refignation.  Indeed  he  was  as 
good  as  his  word;  and  that  very  after- 
noon procured  a  warrant,  appoint- 
ing me  furgeon's  mate  of  the  Lizard 
floop  of  war,  which  put  me  on  a 
footing 
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footing  with   every  fi.ft    mate   in  the 
fei  vice. 

My  ticket  being  made  out,  I  put  my 
chclt  and  bedding  on  board  a  canoe 
that  lay  alon^-fulr;  and  having  (hook 
hands  with  my  trurty  frimd  the  ler- 
,  and  honeft  Jack  Rattlin,  who 
hound  for  Greenwich  Hofpital,  I 
took  my  leave  of  Morgan  with  m  my 
,  after  we  had  exchanged  our 
buttons  as  remembrances  of  each 
other.  Hiving  prefented  my  new  war- 
r..i.i  to  the  capt.iin  of  the  Lizard,  I  en- 
quired for  the  doctor;  whom  1  no  fooner 
lev,  than  I  recollected  him  to  be  one 
of  thofe  young  fellows  with  whom  I 
had  been  committed  to  theround-houfe, 
during  our  frolick  with  J-ickfon,  as  I 
have  related  before.  He  received  me 
with  a  goed  deal  of  courtefy;  and  when 
I  put  him  in  mind  of  our  former  ac- 
quaintance, exprefled  preat  joy  at  fee- 
ing me  again,  and  recommended  me 
exceeding  good  me  ft,  compofed 
of  the  gunner  and  matter's  mate.  As 
there  was  not  one  fick  perfon  in  the 
fliip,  I  got  leave  to  go  afliore  next 
d  ly  with  the  gunner,  who  recommend - 
eJ  me  to  a  Jew  that  bought  my  tickit 
at  the  rate  of  40).  per  cent,  difcount; 
and  having  furnifhed  myftlf  with  whit 
neccfT.iries  I  wanted,  returned  on  board 
iu  the  evening,  and,  to  my  furprizc, 
found  my  old  antagonitl  Crampley 
walking  upon  deck.  Though  I  did 
not  fear  his  enmity,  I  was  fhocked  at 
his  appearance,  and  communicated  my 
ftr.timents  on  that  fubjeft  toMr.  Tom- 
lins  the  furgeon,  who  told  me  that 
Crampley,  by  dint  of  fome  friends 
about  the  admiral,  had  procured  a  com- 
miflloii,  continuing  him  lieutenant  on 
board  the  Lizard;  and  advifed  me, 
now  he  was  my  fuperior  officer,  to  be- 
have with  fome  refpe£l  towards  him, 
or  elfe  he  would  find  a  thoufand  op- 
portunities of  iifmg  me  ill.  This  ad- 
vice was  a  bitter  potion  to  me,  whom 
pride  and  refcntment  had  rendered  ut- 
terly incapable  of  the  leaft  fubmiflion 
to,  or  even  of  a  reconciliation  with,  the 
wretch  who  had,  on  many  occafions, 
treated  me  fo  inhumanly :  however, 
I  refolved  to  have  as  little  connection 
as  p.)fTible  with  him,  and  to  ingratiate 
myi't-'.r' as  much  as  I  could  with  therell 
of  the  officer?,  whofe  friendfliip  might 
be  a  bulwark  to  defend  me  from  the 
attempts  of  Jiis  malice. 


In  Icfs  than  a  week  we  failed  on  a 
cruize;  am)  h  ivmg  weathered  the  eafl- 
end  of  the  ill  UK),  had  the  good  fortune 
to  take  a  Spaniflj  barcolorigo,  with  her 
prize,  which  was  an  Englilh  fhip  hound 
for  Brillol,  that  failed  from  Jamaica  a 
fortnight  before,  without  convey.  All 
the  prifbners  who  were  well  we  put  on 
(bore  on  the  north-fide  of  the  iflxrui; 
the  prizes  were  manned  wiih  Englifh- 
men,  and  the  command  of  the  barco- 
longo  given  to  my  friend  the-  matter's 
mate,  with  ordeis  to  carry  them  into 
Port  Morant,  and  there  to  remain  until 
the  Lizard's  cruize  fhould  be  emkil, 
at  which  lime  (he  would  touch  ;it  the 
fame  place  in  her  way  to  Port  Royal. 
With  him  I  was  fent  to  attend  the 
wounded  Spaniards  as  well  as  Engli/h- 
men,  who  amounted  to  llxteen,  and  to 
take  care  of<chem  on  more,  in  a  houfe 
that  was  to  be  hired  as  an  hufpital. 
This  destination  gave  me  a  great  deal 
of  pleafure,  as  I  fhould,  for  fame  time, 
be  freed  from  the  arrogance  of  Cramp- 
ley,  whofe  inveteracy  againft  me  had 
already  broke  out  on  two  or  three occa- 
fions,  fmce  he  was  become  a  lieute- 
nant. My  mefs-mate,  who  very  much 
refembled  my  uncle,  both  in  figure  and 
difpofition,  treated  me  on  board  of  the 
prize  with  theutmoft  civility  and  confi- 
dence; and,  among  other  favours, 
made  me  a  prefeit  of  a  filver-hilted 
hanger,  and  a  pair  of  piHols  mounted 
with  the  fame  metal,  which  fell  to 
his  (hare  in  plundering  the  enemj . 
We  arrived  fafely  at  Morant;  and  go- 
ing on  fhore,  pitched  upon  an  empty 
ftore-houfe,  which  we  hiied  for  the 
reception  of  the  wounded,  who  were 
brought  to  it  next  day,  with  beds  ami 
other  neceflaries,  and  four  of  the  fhip's 
company  appointed  to  attend  them  and 
obey  me. 


CHAP.     XXXVI. 

A  STRANGE  ADVENTURE — IN  CON- 
SFQJJENCE  OF  WHICH  I  AM  EX- 
TRKMELY  HAPPY — CRAMPLF.  T 
DOES  ME  ILL  OFFICES  \V1TH  THS 
CAPTAIN;  BUT  HIS  MA1.1CK  tS 
DEFEATED  BV  THE  GOOD-NA- 
TURE AND  FRIENDSHIP  OF  TUB 

SURGKON WE      RETURN       TO 

PORT    ROYAL OUR    CAPTAlM 

GETS   THE  COMMAND    OF  A  I.AR- 
K  GER 


126 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


GER  SHIP,  AND  IS  SUCCEEDED 
BY  AN  OLD  MAN — BRAYL  IS 
PROVIDED  FOR — WE  RECEI V  EOR- 
DERS  To  SAIL  FORENGLAND. 

WHEN  my  patients  were  all  in 
a  fairway,  rny companion  and 
commander,  whofe  name  was  Brayl, 
carried  me  up  the  country  to  the  houfe 
of  a  nch  planter,  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted  j  where  we  were  fumptuouf- 
Iy  entertained,  and  in  the  evening  fet 
out  on  our  return  to  the  (hip.  When 
we  had  walked  about  a  mile  by  moon- 
light, we  perceived  a  horfeman  behind 
us,  who  coming  up,  nifatdrtsgoodevtH, 
and  afked  which  way  we  went.  His 
voice,  which  was  quite  familiar  to  me, 
nofooner  (truck  my  ear,  than,  in  fpite 
of  all  my  refolution  and  reflection,  my 
hair  bridled  up,  and  I  was  feized  with 
a  violent  fit  of  trembling,  which  Brayl 
mifinterpreting,  bade  me  be  under  no 
concern.  I  told  him  he  was  miltaken 
in  the  caufe  of  my  diforder;  and,  ad- 
drefling  myfelf  to  the  perfon  on  horfe- 
back,  laid,  '  I  could  have  fworn  by 
'  your  voice  that  you  was  a  dear  friend 

*  of  mine,  if  I  had   not  been  certain 

*  of  hisjdeath.'     To  this  addrefs,  after 
feme    paufe,    he    replied,  '  There  are 
'  many  voices,  aswell  as  faces,  that  re- 
'  femble  one  another;  hut  pray  what 
'  was  your  friend's  name?"     I  fatisfied 
him  in  that  particular,  and  gave  a  (hort 
tletail  of  the  melancholy  fate  of  Thorn - 
fon,  not  without  many  fighs,  and  fome 
tears.     A  filence  enfued,  which  lafted 
fome  minutes;  and  then  the  converfa- 
tion  turned  on  different  fubje&s,  till 
we  arrived  at  a  houfe  on  the  road,  where 
the   horfeman   alighted,    and    begged 
with  fo  much  earneftnefs  that  we  would 
go  in  and  drink  a  bowl  of  punch  with 
him,  that  we  could   not  refill.     But  if 
I  was  alarmed  at  his  voice,  what  mult 
my  amazement  be,  when  I  difcovered 
by  the  light  the  very  perfon  of  my  la- 
mented friend!     Perceiving  my  confu- 
fion,   which  was  extreme,  he   clafped 
me  in  his  arms,  and  bedewed  my  face 
with  tears.     It  was  fome  time  ere  I  re- 
covered the  ufe  of  my  reafon,  overpow- 
ered with  this  event,  and  longer  ftill 
before  I  could   fpeak.     So  that  all   I 
was  capable  of,  was  to  return,  his  em- 
braces, and   to  mingle  the  overflow- 
ings of  my  joy  with  his;  while  honeft 
Brayl,  affected  with  the  icene,  wept  as 
faft  as  either  of  us,  and  fignifkd  his 


participation  of  our  hnpplnefs,  by  hug- 
ging us  both,  and  capering  about  the 
room  like  a  madman.  At.  length  I 
retrieved  the  ule  of  my  tongue,  and 
cried,  «  Is  it  polfible!  Can  you  be  my 
(  friend  Thomfon  ?  No,  certainly;  alas, 
*  he  was  drowned!  and  I  am  now  un- 
'  der  the  deception  of  a  dream!'  He 
was  at  great  pains  to  convince  me  of 
his  being  the  individual  perfon  whom 
I  regretted;  and  bidding  me  fit  down 
and  compofe  myfl-lf,  promifed  to  ex- 
plain his  fudden  difappearancefrom  the 
Thunder,  and  to  account  for  his  being 
at  prefent  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
This  talk  he  acquitted  himfelf  of,  after 
I  had  drank  a  glafs  of  punch,  and  re- 
collected my  (pints,  by  informing  us, 
that  with  a  determination  to  rid  him- 
felf of  a  miferable  exigence,  he  had 
gone  in  the  night-time  to  the  head, 
while  the  fliip  was  on  her  way,  from 
whence  he  (lipped  down,  as  foftiy  as 
he  could,  by  the  bows,  into  the  feaj 
where,  after  he  was  heartily  ducked, 
he  began  to  repent  of  his  precipitation; 
and  as  he  could  fwim  very  well,  kept 
himfelf  above  water,  in  hopes  of  being 
taken  up  by  Tome  of  the  fliips  aftern; 
that  in  this  fituation  he  hailed  a  large 
velfcl,  and  begged  lo  be  taken  in,  but 
was  anfwered  that  (lie  was  a  heavy  fai- 
lor,  and  therefore  they  did  not  chufe  to 
lofe  time  by  bringing  to;  however, 
they  threw  an  old  ched  over-board 
for  his  convenience,  and  told  him  that 
fome  of  the  mips  aftern  would  certainly 
fave  him;  that  no  other  veflel  came  with- 
in fight  or  cry  of  him  for  the  fpace  of 
three  hours,  during  which  time  he  had 
the  mortification  to  find  himfelf  in  the 
middle  of  the  ocean  alone,  without 
other  fupport  or  refting-place  but  what 
a  few  crazy  boards  afforded;  till  at 
laft  he  difcerned  a  fn\all  (loop  (leering 
towards  him,  upon  which  he  fet  up 
his  throat,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  heard  and  refcued  from  the  drea- 
ry wafte,  by  their  boat,  which  was 
hoifted  out  on  purpofe.  *  I  was  no 
4  fooner  brought  on  board,'  continued 
he,  *  than  I  fainted;  and  when  I  reco- 
vered my  fenfes,  found  myfelf  in 
bed,  regaled  with  a  moft  noifome 
finell  of  onions  and  cheefe;  which 
made  me  think,  at  firft,  that  I  was  in 
my  own  hammock,  along- fide  of  ho- 
neft Morgan,  and  that  all  which  had 
paffed  was  no  more  than  a  dream. 
Upon  enquiry,  I  underltood  that  I  was 
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on  board  of  a.  fchooner  belonging  to 
Rhode  Ifland,  bound  for  Jamaica, 
with  a  cargo  of  geele,  pigs,  onions, 
and  chcrle;  and  that  tiie  mailer's 
name  was  Robenfon,  by  birth  a 
North  Briton;  whom  I  knew  at  firft 
fight  to  be  an  old  fchool- fellow  of 
.  Wlitn  I  difcuvered  myielf  to 
him,  li;-  »  .->  tranfported  with  fur- 
prize  and  joy,  and  begged  to  know 
theocc  ifto.i  of  my  misfortune,  which 
not  think  fit  to  difclofe,  hecaufe 
*•  his  notions  with  regard  to  re- 
vi i y  ievere  and  confined} 
therefore  c  mtented  myielf  with  tell- 
ing him,  1  fell  over-board  by  acci- 
dent; but  made  no  fcruple  of  ex- 
plaining the  nature  of  my  difagree- 
able  Nation,  and  of  acquainting  him 
with  my  determined  purpofe  never 
to  return  to  the  Thunder  man  of 
war.  Although  he  was  not  of  my 
opinion  in  that  particular,  knowing 
th.it  I  mult  lofe  my  cloaths,  and  what 
p  y  was  due  to  me,  ur.lefs  I  went 
back  to  my  duty;  yet,  when  I  de- 
fcribed  the  circumltances  of  the  hell- 
ifli  life  I  le.',  under  the  tyrsnnickfway 
of  Oakhum  and  Mackfhane;  and,  a- 
mong  other  grievances,  hinted  a  dif- 
fatisfaiSlion  at  the  irreligious  deport- 
ment of  my  Ihip  incites,  and  the  want 
of  the  true  preibvtenan  gofpel  doc- 
trine, he  changed  his  fentiments, 
and  conjured  me  with  great  vehe- 
mence and  zeal  to  lay  afide  all  thought 
of  rifmg  in  the  navy;  and  that  he 
might  mew  how  much  he  had  my 
intereft  at  heart,  undertook  to  piovide 
for  me  in  Come  fliape  or  other  before 
he  fhould  leave  Jair.aica.  This  pro- 
mile  he  performed  to  my  heart's  de- 
fire,  by  recommending  me  to  a  gen- 
tleman of  foitune,  with  whom  I  have 
lived  ever  fince,  in  quality  of  furgeon 
and  overfeer  to  his  plantations.  He 
and  his  lady  are  now  at  Kingfton; 
fo  that  I  am,  for  the  prefent,  matter 
of  this  houfe,  to  which,  from  my 
foul,  I  bid  you  welcome,  and  hope 
you  will  favour  me  with  your  com- 
pany during  the  remaining  part  of 
the  night.'  I  needed  not  a  f'econd 
invitation;  but  Mr.  Brayl,  who  was 
a  diligent  and  excellent  officer,  could 
not  be  peifuaded  to  fleep  out  of  themip: 
however,  he  fupped  with  us;  and  after 
having  drank  a  chearful  glals,  (et  out 
for  the  veffel,  which  was  not  above 
three  miles  from  the  place,  efcorted 
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by  a  couple  of  flout  negroes,  whom 
Mr.  Thomfon  ordered  to  conduct  him. 
Never  were  two  friend;)  more  hippy  in 
the  converfaiion  of  each  «ther  thin 
we,  for  the  time  it  latfed:  I  related 
to  him  the  particulars  of  our  attempt 
upon  Carthagena,  of  which  he  had 
heard  but  an  imperfect  account;  and  he 
gratified  me  with  a  narration  of  every 
little  incident  of  his  life  fince  we  part- 
ed. He  affured  me,  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  he  could  refill  his  in- 
clination of  coming  clown  to  Port  Roy- 
al to  fee  Morgan  and  me,  of  whom  he 
had  heard  no  tidings  fince  the  day  of 
our  reparation;  but  that  he  was  re- 
drained  by  the  fear  of  being  detained 
as  a  deferter.  He  told  me,  that  when 
he  heard  my  voice  in  the  dark,  he  w?.s 
almoft  as  much  furpiized  as  I  was  at 
feeing  him  afterwards;  and  in  the  con- 
fidence of  friend/dip  difclofed  a  p.if- 
fion  he  entertained  for  lire  only  daugh- 
ter of  the  gentleman  with  whom  he 
Jived,  who,  by  his  defcription,  was  a 
very  amiable  young  lady,  and  did  not 
difdain  his  addrcllss;  that  he  was  very 
much  favoured  by  her  patent?,  and  did 
not  defpair  of  obtaining  their  confent 
to  the  match,  which  would  at  once 
render  him  independent  of  the  world. 
I  congratulated  him  on  his  good  for- 
tune, which  he  protelted  mould  never 
make  him  forget  his  friends}  and  to- 
wards morning  we  betook  ourielves  to 
reit. 

Next  day  he  accompanied  me  to  the 
(hip,  where  Mr.  Brayl  entertained  him 
at  dinner;  and  we  having  (pent  the  af- 
ternoon together,  he  took,  his  leave  of 
us  in  the  evening,  after  he  had  forced 
upon  me  ten  pillules,  as  a  fmall  token 
of  his  affection.  In  fhort,  while  we 
Itaid  here,  we  faw  one  another  every 
day,  and  generally  ate  at  the  lame  ta- 
ble, which  was  plentifully  fupplied  by 
him  with  all  kiuus  of  poultiy,  but- 
cher's meat,  oranges,  limts,  lemons, 
pine-apples,  Madeira  wine,  and  ex- 
cellent rum;  io  that  this  fmall  interval 
of  ten  days  was  by  far  the  moft  agree- 
able period  of  my  life. 

At  Itn gt  h  the  Lizard  arrived ;  and  my 
patients  being  all  fit  for  d-ity,  they  nnd 
I  were  ordered  on  board  of  her;  where 
I  underltood  from  Mr.  Tomlins,  mat 
there  was  a  dryneis  between  the  lieu- 
un.m:  and  him,  on  my  account;  that 
rancorous  villain  having  taken  the  op- 
portunity of  my  abfence  to  fill  the 
R  a  captain's 
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captain's  ears  with  a  thoufand  fcanda- 
lous  ftories,  to  my  prejudice;  among 
other  things  affirming,  that  I  had  been 
once  tranfported  for  theft,  and  that 
when  I  was  in  the  Thunder  man  of  war 
I  had  been  whipped  for  the  fame  crime. 
The  furgeon,  on  the  other  hand,  hav- 
ing heard  my  whole  ftory  fiom  my 
own  mouth,  defended  me  ftrenuouf- 
Jy;  and  in  the  courfe  of  that  good- 
natured  office,  recounted  all  the  inftan- 
ces  of  Crampley's  malice  againft  me 
while  I  remained  on  board  of  that  (hip; 
which  declaration,  while  it  fat  is  fled  the 
captain  of  my  'innocence,  made  the 
lieutenant  as  much  my  defender's  ene- 
my  as  mine.  This  infernal  behaviour 
pf  Cramplfy,  with  regard  to  me,  added 
fuch  fuel  to  my  former  relentmenr,  that 
at  ceitain  times  I  was  quite  be  fide  my- 
felf  with  thcdefire  of  revenge;  and  was 
even  tempted  to  piftol  him  on  the  quar- 
ter-deck, though  an  infamous  death 
m uft  inevitably  have  been  my  reward. 
But  the  furgeon,  who  was  my  confi- 
dant, argued  againft  fuch  a  defperate 
action  fo  effectually,  that  I  flifled  the 
flame  which  confumed  me  for  the  pie- 
i'ent,  and  refolved  to  wait  for  a  more 
convenient  opportunity.  In  the  mean 
time,  that  Mr.  Tomlins  might  be  the 
more  convinced  of  the  wrongs  I  fuffered 
by  this  fellow's  {lander,  I  begged  he 
would  go  and  vifit  Mr.  Thomfon, 
whole  wonderful  efcape  I  had  made  him 
acquainted  with,  and  enquire  of  him 
into  the  particulars  of  my  conduct 
while  he  was  my  fellow-mate.  This 
requeit  the  furgeon  complied  with,  more 
through  curiofity  to  fee  a  perlon  whofe 
fate  had  been  fo  extraordinary,  than  to 
confirm  his  good  opinion  of  me,  which 
he  afTured  me  was  already  firmly  efta- 
blifhed.  He  therefore  fet  out  for  the 
dwelling-place  of  my  friend,  with  the 
letter  of  introduction  from  mej  and 
being  received  with  all  the  civility  and 
icindnefs  I  expected,  returned  to  the 
fhip,  not  only  Attisfied  wilh  my  cha- 
ncier beyond  the  power  of  doubt  or 
infinuation.  but  alfo  charmed  with  the 
affability  and  converfationof  Thomfon, 
who  loaded  him  and  me  with  prefents 
offreih  itocks,  liquors,  and  fruit.  As 
he  would  not  venture  to  come  and  fee 


us  on  board,  left  Crampley  (hould  kno\v 
and  detain  him,  when  the  time  of  our 
departure  approached,  I  obtained  leave 
to  go  and  bid  him  farewel.  After  we 
had  vowed  an  everlafting  friendship,  he 
prefled  upon  me  a  purfe  with  four  doub- 
loons, which  I  refufed  as  long  as  I 
could  without  giving  umbrage;  and 
having  cordially  embraced  each  other, 
I  returned  on  board,  where  I  found  a 
fmall  box,  with  a  letter  directed  for  me 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Tomlins.  Knowing 
the  fuperfcription  to  be  of  Thomfon's 
hand-writing,  I  opened  it  with  fome 
furprize,  and  learned  that  this  generous 
friend,  not  contented  with  loading  me 
with  the  prefents  already  mentioned, 
had  fent  for  my  ufe  and  acceptance, 
half  a  dozen  fine  fhirts,  and  as  many 
linen  waiftcoats  and  caps,  with  twelve 
pair  of  new  thread-dockings.  Being 
thus  provided  with  money,  and  all  ne- 
cefTaries  for  the  comfort  ot  life,  I  began 
to  look,  upon  myfelf  as  a  gentleman  of 
fome  confequence,  and  felt  my  pride 
dilate  apace. 

Next  day  we  failed  for  Port  Royal, 
where  we  arrived  fafely  with  our  prizes; 
and  as  there  was  nothing  todo  on  board, 
I  went  amore;  and  having  purchafed  a 
laced  waiitcoat,  with  fome  other  cloaths, 
at  a  fale,  made  a  fwaggering  figure  for 
fome  days  among  the  taverns,  where  I 
ventured  to  play  a  little  at  hazard, 
and  came  off  with  fifty  piltoles  in  my 
pocket.  Meanwhile  our  captain  was 
promoted  to  a  (hip  of  twenty  guns,  and 
the  command  of  the  Lizard  given  to  a 
man  turned  of  fourfcore,  who  had  been 
lieutenant  fince  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam; and,  notwithftanding  his  long  fer- 
vice,  would  have  probably  died  in  that 
ftation,  had  he  not  applied  fome  prize- 
money  he  had  lately  received  to  make 
intereil  with  his  fuperiors.  My  friend 
Brayl  was  alfo  made  ap  officer  about 
the  fame  time,  after  he  had  ferved  in 
quality  of  a  rmdjhipman  and  mate  five 
and  twenty  years.  Soon  after thefe al- 
terations, the  admiral  pitched  upon  our 
(hip  to  carry  home  difpatches  for  the 
miniftry,  and  we  fet  fail  for  England; 
having  firil  fcrubbed  her  bottom,  and 
taken  in  provifion  and  water  for  the 
pccafion. 
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VOLUME     THE    SECOND. 


CHAP.     I. 

tVE  DEPART  FOR  EUROPE  —  A  MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING ARISES  BE- 
TWEEN THE  CAPTAIN  AND  SUR- 
GEON, THROUGH  THE  SCANDA- 
LOUS ASPERSIONSOF  CRAMPLLV 
—  THE  CAPTAIN  DIES  —  CRAMP- 
LEY  TYRANNIZES  OVER  THE 
SURGEON,  WHO  FALLS  A  VICTIM 
TO  HIS  CRUELTY  —  I  AM  ALSO 
ILL  USED  —  THE  SHIP  STRIKES  — 
THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  CRAMPLEY 
AND  THE  SEAMEN  ON  THAT  OC- 
CASION —  I  GET  ON  SHORE,  CHAL- 
LENGE THE  CAPTAIN  TO  SINGLE 
COMBAT  —  AM  TREACHEROUSLY 
KNOCKED  DOWN,  WOUNDED,  AND 
ROBBED. 


that  I  could  return 
j*  to  my  native  country  in  a 
<f  creditable  way,  I  felt  ex- 
ceffive  pleafure  in  finding 
myfelf  out  of  fight  of  that 
fatal  ifl.uul,  which  has  been  the  grave 
of  fo  many  Europeans  ;  and  as  I  was 
accommodated  wiih  everything  to  ren- 
der the  paflage  agreeable,  I  relolved  to 
enjoy  myfeif  as  much  as  the  infolence 
of  Crampley  would  permit.  This  in- 
fidious  flanderer  had  found  means  al- 
ready to  cauU  a  aiii'uiuleritanding  be- 


tween the  furgeon  and  captain,  who  \>j 
his  age  and  infirmities  was  rendered  in- 
tolerably peevifli;  hisdifpofition  having 
alfo  been  fouied  by  a  long  courfe  of 
disappointments.  He  had  a  particular 
avetTion  to  all  young  men,  efpecially 
to  furgeons,  whom  he  confid«red  as 
unnecefiary  animals  on  board  of  a  (hip; 
and  in  confcquence  of  thefe  (entimenla 
never  confulted  the  doftor,  notwith- 
(tanding  his  being  feized  with  a  violent 
fit  of  the  gout  and  gravel,  but  applied 
to  a  caflc  of  Holland  gin,  which  was 
his  fovereign  prefcription  againft  all 
diftempcrs.  Whether  he  was  at  this 
time  too  fparing,  or  took  an  over-dole 
of  his  cordial,  certain  it  is  he  departed  in 
the  night  without  any  ceremony,  which 
indeed  was  a  thing  he  always  defpifed, 
and  was  found  ftift'  next  morning,  to 
the  no  fmall  fatisfaclion  of  Crampley, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the 
veflel.  For  that  very  reafon  Mr.  Tom- 
lins  and  1  had  no  caufe  to  rejoice  at 
this  event,  fearing  that  the  tyranny  of 
our  new  commander  would  now  be  as 
unlimited  as  his  power.  The  firlt  day 
of  his  command  jultified  our  appre- 
henfion:  for,  on  pretence  tint  the 
decks  weie  too  much  crouded,  he  or- 
dered the  furgeon's  hen-coops,  with  all 
his  fowls,  to  be  thrown  over-hoard; 
and  at  the  fame  lime  piohibited  him 

and 
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and  me  from  appearing  on  the  quarter- 
deck. Mr.  Tomlins  could  not  help 
complaining  of  thefe  injuries,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  his  expostulation  dropped 
fome  hafty  words,  of  which  Crampley 
taking  hold, confined  him  to  his  cabbinj 
v.-here,  in  a  few  days,  for  want  of  air, 
Jve  was  attacked  by  a  fever,  which  loon 
put  an  end  to  his  life,  after  he  had 
made  his  will,  by  which  he  bequeathed 
all  his  eftate,  perfonal  and  real,  to  his 
filler;  and  left  to  me  his  watch  and  in- 
jftruments,  as  memorials  of  his  friend- 
fiiip.  1  was  penetrated  with  grief  on 
this  melancholy  occafionj  the  more, 
becaufe  there  was  nobody  on  board  to 
whom  I  could  communicate  my  for- 
rows,  or  of  whom  I  could  receive  the 
leaf}:  confutation  or  advice.  Crampley 
was  fo  far  from  difcovering  the  leaft  re- 
morfe  for  his  barbarity,  at  the  news  of 
thefurgeon's  death,  that  he  infultedhis 
memory  in  the  mod  abufive  manner, 
and  affirmed  he  had  poifoned  himfelf 
•  in  of  pure  fear,  dreading  to  be  brought 
to  a  court-martial  for  mutiny;  for 
which  reafon  he  would  not  fuffer  the 
ferviceof  the  dead  to  be  read  over  his 
body  before  it  was  thrown  over-board. 

Nothing  but  a  fpeedy  deliverance 
eeuld  Inve  fupported  me  under  the 
brutal  fvvay  of  this  baihaw;  who,  to 
lender  my  life  the  more  irkfome,  fig- 
nified  to  my  mefs-mates  a  dcftie  that  I 
Ihould  be  expelled  from  their  fbciety. 
This  was  no  fooner  hinted,  than  they 
granted  his  requeft,  and  I  was  fain  to 
eat  in  a  folitary  manner  by  myfelf  du- 
ring the  reft  of  the  paffage,  which, 
however,  foon  drew  to  a  period. 

We  had  been  feven  weeks  at  fea, 
when  the  gunner  told  the  captain  that 
by  his  reckoning  we  niuft  be  in  found- 
ings, and  defired  he  would  order  the 
I«"ad  to  be  heaved.  Crampley  (wore, 
he  did  not  know  how  to  keep  the  (hip's 
way,  for  we  were  not  within  a  hundred 
leagues  of  foundings,  and  therefore 
he  would  not  give  himfelf  the  trou- 
ble to  cart  the  lead.  Accordingly, 
v/e  continued  our  courfe  all  that  after- 
noon and  night,  without  feorirnine 
fail,  although  the  gunner  pretended  to 
difcover  Scilly  light;  and  next  morn- 
ing protefted  in  form  againit  the  cap- 
tain's conduct;  for  which  conduft  he 
•was  put  in  confinement  We  difco- 
vered  no  land  all  that  day,  and  Cramp- 
ley  was  ftill  fo  infatuated  as  to  negleft 
founding}  but  at  three  o'clock,  in  the 


morning  the  mip  (truck,  and  remained 
faft  on  a  fand-bank.  This  accident 
alarmed  the  whole  crew;  the  boat  was 
immediately  hoiited  out;,  but  as  we 
could  not  difcern  which  way  the  more 
lay,-  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for  day- 
light. In  the  mtan  time  the  wind  in- 
creafed,  and  the  waves  beat  againft  the 
floop  with  fuch  violence,  that  we  ex- 
peeled  (he  would  have  gone  to  pieces. 
The  gunner  was  releafed  and  confult- 
ed:  he  advifed  the  captain  to  cut  away 
the  malt  in  order  to  lighten  herj  this 
expedient  was  performed  without  fuc- 
cefs.  The  failors  feeing  things  in  a 
defperate  fituation,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  broke  up  the  chefts  belonging  to 
the  officers;  drefled  themfelves  in  their 
eloaths;  drank  their  liquors  without 
ceremony;  and  drunkennefs,  tumult, 
and  confulion,  enfued.  In  the  midft  or 
the  uproar,  I  went  below  to  fecure  my 
own  effc-cls,  and  found  the  carpenter's 
mate  hewing  down  the  purler's  cabbin 
with  his  hatchet,  whittling  all  the  while 
with  great  compofure.  When  I  aflced 
his  intention  in  fo  doing,  he  replied 
very  calmly,  '  I  only  want  to  tafte  the 
'  purler's  rum;  that's  all,  mafter.*  At 
that  inftant  the  ptirfer  coming  down, 
and  feeing  his  effects  going  to  wreck, 
complained  bitterly  ol  the  injurlice 
'done  to  him,  and  afked  the  fellow  what 
occalion  he  had  for  liquor,  when  in  all 
likelihood  he  (hould  be  in  eternity  in  a 
few  minutes.  '  All's  one  for  that,* 
faid  the  plunderer;  '  let  us  live  while 
'  we  can.' — '  Miferable  wretch  that 
'  thou  art,'  cried  the  purfer, '  what  mu-ft 
'  be  thy  lot  in  the  other  world,  if  thou 
'  dieft  in  the  commidio'n  of  robbery?' 
— '  Why,  hell,  I  fuppofe,'  replied  the 
other  with  great  deliberation;  while 
the  purfer  fell  on  his  knees,  and  begged 
of  Heaven  that  we  might  not  all  peri(h 
foj-  the  fake  of  one  Jonas.  During 
this  dialogue/  I  cloat'ned  myfelf  in  my 
belt  apparel,  girded  on  my  hanger, 
ftuck  my  pittols  loaded  in  my  belt, dif. 
pofed  of  all  my  valuable  moveables 
about  my  perfon,  and  came  upon  deck 
with  a  refclution  of  taking  the  firlt  op- 
portunity to  get  on  fiiore,  which,  when 
the  day  broke,  appeared  at  the  dittance 
of  three  miles  a-head.  Crampley  find- 
ing his  efforts  to  get  the  (hip  off  inef- 
fectual, determined  to  confult  his  own 
fafety,  by  going  into  the  boat;  which 
he  had  no  fooner  done,  than  the  (hip'» 
company  followed  fo  fall,  that  die 

would 
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would  have  funk  along-ftde,  had  not 

lomc  one  wifcr  tlian  ihe  ie(t  cut  the 

tope,  and  put  off.    But  befoje  this  hap- 

.  ;r,il   attempts  to 

. i, ways  h.iu!kt.d  by  the 

in,  why  was  foe.igi-r  in  excluding 
u<c,  that  he  did  not  mind  iheendvuvours 

v  other  t>o.ly.  Enraged  .1;  this  in- 
human pariinliiy,  and  f*.cii>»  the  rope 
cut,  I  pulled  one  of  my  pirtols  from 
my  belt,  and,  cocking  it,  iwore  I  would 
Uioot  any  m:m  who  ihould  prefume  to 
ubltruft  my  entrance.  So  faying,  I 
It-.iped  wiih  my  full  exei  tio-.',  amlgoton 
boa nl  of  the  boat  with  the  lofs  of  the 
fiiinof  my  (Inns.  I  chanced  in  my  defcent 
to  overturn  Crampley;  who  no  fooner 
gjt  up,  than  he  (huck  at  me  Itveral 
times  with  a  cutlafs,  and  ordered  the 
men  to  throw  me  overboardj  but  they 
were  too  anxious  about  their  own  fale- 
ty  to  mind  what  he  laid.  Though 
the  boat  was  very  deeply  loaded,  ;  r..i 
the  fea  terribly  high,  we  made  fliift  to 
get  upon  dry  land  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
after  we  parted  from  the  floop.  As 
/bon  as  I  fet  foot  on  terra  firma,  my 
indignation,  which  had  boiled  fo  long 
within  me,  bioke  out  againft  Cramp- 
ley,  whom  I  immediately  challenged 
to  fmgle  combat,  prefenting  my  piflols, 
that  he  might  take  his  choice:  he  took 
one  without  hefitation,  and,  before  I 
couM  cock  the  other,  hied  in  my  face, 
throwing  the  pittol  after  the  (hot.  I 
felt  myfelf  dunned,  and,  imagining 
the  bullet  had  entered  my  brain,  dif- 
charged  mine  as  quick  as  poflible,  that 
I  might  not  die  umevenged;  then  flying 
upon  my  sntagonitt,  knocked  out  feve- 
ral  of  his  fore-teeth  with  the  butt-end 
of  the  piece}  and  would  certainly  have 
made  an  end  of  him  with  that  infl.ru- 
ment,  had  he  not  difengaged  himfelf, 
and  leized  his  cutlafs,  which  he  had 
^ivcn  to  his  fervant  when  he  received 
thepiftol.  Seeing  him  armed  in  this 
manner,  I  drew  my  hanger;  and, 
having  flung  my  piltol  at  his  head, 
clofed  with  him  in  a  tranfport  cf  fury, 
and  thruit  my  weapon  into  his  mouth, 
which  it  enlarged  on  one  fide  to  his  ear. 
Whether  the  i'mart  of  this  wound  dif- 
concei  ted  him,  or  the  unevennef*  of  the 
ground  made  him  reel,  I  know'notj 
but  he  Daggered  fame  puces  hack:  I 
followed  ciole,  and  with  oiv,  Itioke  cut 
the  tendons  of  the  back  of  his  hand; 
upon  which  his  cutlafs  dropped,  and  he 
remained  defcncelcft.  I  know  not  with 
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what  cruelty  my  rage  might  hsve  in- 
fuiied  mt,  if  I  had  not  at  that  in!i:iut 
been  felled  to  tiie  ground  by  a  blow  on 
the  back- part  of  my  head,  whu ' 
'  me  of  nil  I'enfition.     In  tl 
ploraMc  ii'.uU'.on,  rxpolcd  to  the  rirpje 
of  ;ui  <n,  ar.:l  the  ra- 

pine of  an  inhuman  crew,  I  remained 
for  loiiif  time;  and  whether  ar 
putes  arufe  among  them  during  the 
rtate  of  my  annihilation,  I  cinnot  pnr- 
tend  to  determine;  but  in  one  particular 
they  fecm  to  have  been  unanimous, 
and  ailed  with  equal  dexterity  ami  dif- 
p:uclij  fi.-r  when  I  recovered  the  ufe  of 
my  underftanding,  I  found  inylclf  alont 
in  adcfolate  place, Itrippedof  mycloaths, 
money,  watch,  buckles,  and  everjr 
thing  hut  my  rtioes,ftockings,brreches, 
and  (hirt.  What  a  difcovery  muft 
this  have  been  to  m»,  who  but  an  hour 
IK. f OIL-  was  worth  fixty  guineas  in  cnfh! 
I  curfed  the  hour  of  my  birth,  the  pa- 
rents that  gave  me  beinp,  the  fea  that 
did  not  fwallow  me  up,  the  poignardof 
the  enemy,  which  could  not  find  the 
way  to  my  heart,  the  villainy  of  thole 
who  had  left  me  in  that  mill-rable  con- 
dition; and,  in  the  extafy  of  defpair, 
refolved  to  lie  ftill  where  I  was,  au4 
peri  fh. 


CHAP.     II. 

I  GET  UP  AN!>  CRAWL  INTO  A 
BARN,  WHERE  I  AM  IN  DANOEA 
Ol"  PERISHING  THROUGH  THE 
FEAR  OF  THE  COUNTRY  PEOPLE 

THEIR      INHUMANITY — I       AM 

SUCCOURED  BY  A  REPUTEB 
WITCH  —  HER  S.TORY — HER  AD- 
VICE—  SHE  RECOMMENDS  M  E  A3 
A  VAT.ET  TO  A  SINGLE  LADY, 
WHOSE  CHARACTER  SHU  J-.X- 
PLAINS. 

BUT,  as  T  lay  ruminating,  mv  jv*f- 
(ion    infcnlibly  abated;    I    c«nli- 
dsicd    my    fituation    in    quite  another 
light  from  that  in  which  it  appeared  t<> 
me  at  iirft:  and  the  refult  of  my  de- 
liberation was,  to  rife  if  I  could,  au.1 
era -A!   to  tl, :  ;:  xt  inhabited   place  lor 
alli!tance.     With  f'oine  difficulty 
upon  my  legs  i  nnd   having  ex  i 
my  body,  found  I  had  received  not>t:;<r 
ir.pry  than  two  Urge  contused  wo-.m.!";, 
one  on  the  tore,  and  unotheron  ti 
del  part  of  my  : 

.  be 
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be  occafioned  by   the    fame    weapon ; 
namely,   the  butt-end   of  a   piftol.     I 
looked  towards  the  fea,  but  could  dif- 
cern  no  remains  of  the  fhip;  fo  that  I 
concluded  flie  was  gone  to  pieces,  and 
that  thofe   who  remained  in   her  had 
perifhed:  but,  as  I  afterwards  learned, 
the  gunner,    who    had    more  fagacity 
than  Crampley,  obferving  that  it  was 
flood  when  he  left  her,  and  that  /he 
would    probably   float  at  high   water, 
made  no  noife  about  getting  on  fliore, 
but  continued  on  deck,   in     hopes   of 
bringing  her  fafe  into  fome  harbour,  af- 
ter the  commander  Ihould  havedeferted 
herj  for  which  piece  of  fervice  he  ex- 
pe6led,  no  doubt,  to  be  handfomely  re- 
warded.    This  fcheme  he  accordingly 
executed,  and  was  promifed  great  things 
by  the  admiralty  for  faving  his1majefty'>s 
fhip;  but  I  never  heard  he  reaped  the 
fruits  of  his  expectation.     As  for  my 
own  part,  I  directed  my  courfe  towards 
a  fmall  cottage  I  perceived,  and  in  the 
road  picked  up  a  teaman's  old   jacket, 
which  I  fuppofe  the  thief  who  drefled 
himfelf  in  my  cloaths  had  thrown  a- 
\vay:  this  was  a  very  comfortable  ac- 
quifition  to  mf,  who  was  almort  (tiff 
\vith  cold;  I  therefore  put  it  on;  and, 
as  my  natural  heat  revived,  my  wounds, 
which  had  left  oft"  bleeding,  bvirft  out 
afrefh;   lo  that  finding   myfelf  excef- 
iively  exhaulted,    I  was   about  to  lie 
down  in  the  fields,  when  I  discovered  a 
barn  on    my  left-hand   within  a   few 
yards  of  me:  thither  I  made  mift  to 
itagger;  and   finding   the  door  open, 
went  in,  but  law  nobody:  however,   T 
threw  myfelf  upon  a  trufs  of  Hraw, 
hoping  to  be  loon  relieved  by  fome  pei  - 
fon  or  other.    I  had  not  lain  here  many 
minutes,  when    I  faw   a    countryman 
come  in  with  a  pitchfork  in  his  hand, 
which  he  was  upon  the  point  of  thrult- 
ing  into  the  rtraw  that  concealed  me, 
and  in  all  probability  would  have  done 
my  bufineis,  had  I  not  uttered  a  dread- 
ful groan,  after  having  effayed  in  vain 
to  fpeak.  This  melancholy  note  alarm- 
ed the  clown,  who  ftarted  back,  and 
discovering  a  body  all  bd'rneared  with 
blood,  flood  trembling,  with  the  pitch- 
fork   extended    before   him,    his    hair 
briftling  up,  his  eyes  flaring,  his  nof- 
trils  dilated,  and  his  mouth  wide  open. 
At  another  time   I   mould  have  been 
much    diverted  by  this   figure,  which 
preferved  the  fame  attitude  very  near  ten 
minutes,  during  which    time  I   made 
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many  unfuccefsfulJeffbrts  to  implore  Ins 
companion  and  afTiftance;  but  my 
tongue  failed  me,  and  my  language  was 
only  a  repetition  of  groans.  At  length 
an  old  man  arrived,  who  feeing  the  other 
in  fuch  a  pofture,  cried,  '  Mercy  upon 
'  en!  the  leaad's  bewitched:  why, 
'  Dick,  beeft  thou  befayd  thyfelfV 
Dick,  without  moving  his  eyes  from 
the  object  that  terrified  him,  replied, 
'  O  vather!  vather!  here  be  either 
'  the  devil  or  a  dead  mon;  I  cioant 
*  know  which  o'en,  vbut  a  groans 
'  woundily.'  The  father,  whofe  eye- 
fight  was  none  of  the  befl,  pulled  out 
his  fpe&acles,  and  having  applied  them 
to  his  nofe,  reconnoitred  me  over  his 
fon's  moulder.  But  no  fooner  did  he 
behold  me,  than  he  was  feized  with  a 
fit  of  making  even  more  violentjthan 
Dick's,  and  with  a  broken  accent  ad- 
dreffed  me  thus:  '  In  the  name  of  the 
Vather,  Zun,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  I 
charge  you  an  you  been  Satan  to  be 
gone  to  the  Red  Zea;  but  an  you  be 
a  moordered  man,  fpeak,  that  you 
may  have  a  chriftom  burial.'  As  I 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  foisfy  him  in 
this  particular,  he  repeated  his  con- 
juration to  no  purpofe,  and  they  con- 
tinued a  good  while  in  the  agonies  of 
fear.  At  length  the  father  propofed 
that  the  fon  fhould  drawi  nearer,  and 
take  a  more  diftincl  view  of  the  appa- 
rition; but  Dick  was  of  opinion  that 
his  father  fliould  advance  firlt,  as  being 
an  old  man  paft  his  labour,  and  if  he 
received  any  mifchief  the  lofs  would 
be  the  fmaller;  whereas  he  himfelf 
might  efcape,  and  be  ufeful  in  his  ge  - 
Deration.  This  prudential  reafon  had 
no  effect  upon  the  fenior,  who  ftill  kept 
Dick  between  me  and  him.  In  the 
mean  time  I  endeavoured  to  raife  one 
hand  as  a  fignsl  of  diftrefs,  but  had  on* 
ly  flrength  fufficient  to  produce  a  ruft- 
ling  among  the  ftraw;  which  difcom- 
poled  the  young  peafant  fo  much,  that 
he  fprung  out  at  the  door,  and  over- 
threw his  father  in  his  flight.  The  old 
gentleman  would  not  fpend  time  iri 
getting  up,  but  crawled  backwards  like 
a  crab,  with  great  fpeed,  till  he  had 
got  over  the  threshold,  mumbling  ex- 
orcifms  all  the  way.  I  was  exceed- 
ingly mortified  to  find  myfelf  in  dan- 
ger of  perifhing  through  the  ignorance 
and  cowardice  of  thefe  clowns;  and 
felt  my  fpirits  decay  apace,  when  an 
old  woman  entered  the  barn,  followed 

bv 
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Vty  (he  two  fugitives,  and  with  great 

>ceil  to  the 
.:ig,  '  It'  it    be    the  ., 

hum.'     When  me  faw  my 

'HJ;  in  youren  fool'theftd.     Here 

r  mil'crable  wretch  b'.eeding 

-lies,  we  mult  IK: 

irge  of  burying  himj  there- 

;o  vetch  the  old  wheel  - 

,  ;ind  carry  en  to 

'  good in an   Hodge's  back-door}  lie  is 
,<.•  than  ws  to  lay  out  money 
'  upon    p  :$.'     Her    advice 

iniicvii.iitly  put  in  ex- 
i;:  1  was  lulled  to  the  other  fur- 
door,  where  I  was  tunibli.il  out 
.  heap  of  dung;  and  would  cer- 
tainly have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  hogs, 
if  my  groans  had  not  dilturbed  the  fa- 
mily, and  brought  feme  of  them  out  to 
view  my  fnuation.  But  Hodge  refem- 
bled  the  Jew  more  than  the  good  Sa- 
imritan,  and  ordered  me  to  be  carried 
to  the  houie  of  the  parfon,  whofe  bufi- 
neis  it  was  to  -praclife  as  well  as  to 
preach  charity:  obferving,  that  it  was 
lufficient  for  him  to  pay  his  quota 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
belonging  to  his  own  parifh.  When 
I  was  let  down  at  the  vicar's  gate,  he 
fell  into  a  mighty  paflion,  and  threat- 
ened to  excommunicate  him  who  fent, 
as  well  as  thofe  who  brought  me,  un- 
lefs  they  would  move  me  immediately 
to  another  place.  About  this  time  I 
fainted  with  the  fatigue  I  had  under- 
gone, and  afterwards  underftood  that 
I  was  bandied  from  door  to  door  through 
a  whole  village,  nobody  having  huma- 
nity enough  to  adminitter  the  Jeaft  re- 
lief to  me,  until  an  old  woman,  who 
was  fufpecled  of  witchcraft  by  the 
neighbourhood,  hearing  of  my  difirefs, 
received  me  into  her  houfe,  and  hav- 
ing dreii^-d  my  wounds,  brought  me 
to  mylclt  with  cordials  of  her  own  pre- 
paring. I  was  treated  with  great  care 
and  tcndirnefs  by  this  grave  matron; 
who,afterl  had  recovered ibinelhength, 
defutd  to  know  the  particulars  of  my 
lall  diiailer.  This  piece  of  fatisfaclion 
I  could  not  refufe  to  one  who  had  laved 
my  life;  therefore  related  all  my  ad- 
ventures without  exaggeration  or  re- 
fcrve.  She  feemed  furprized  at  the  vi- 
cifiitudes  I  had  undergone,  and  drew 
a  happy  prefage  of  my  t'mvire  life  from 
my  palt  luu  .u  launched  out 
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intotl.  dverfiiy  withfo  rmicfi 

ardour  ami  good  Iciile,  that  I  conclud- 
ed UK  was  a  perfoo  who  bsd  feen  better 
.days,    and  conceived  a  longing  detirc 
ftory.     She  perceived  my 
diift  by    ionic  word s   I   dropped,  ami 
finiling,  told   me,  there   wa*    nothing 
entertaining  or  extraordinary  in 
the  coiufc  i>f  her  fortune;  but,  how- 
ever, /he  would  communicate  it  to  nrr, 
in  conlidcration  of  the  confidence  I  bnd 
repoied  in  her.     «  It  is  of  little  conle- 
quence,'  faid  (he,  '  to  tell  the  names 
of  my  parents,  who  are  dead  many 
years  agoj  let  it  fnffice  to  afiure  you, 
they  were  wealthy,  and  had  no  other 
child  than  me;  fo  that  I  was  looked 
upon  as  heirefs  to  a  confidf  rable  cf- 
tate,  and  teazed  with  addrefles  on  that 
account.     Among  the  number  of  my 
admirers,  there  was  a  young  gentle- 
man of  no  fortune,  whofe  ible  de- 
pendence was  on  his  promotion  in 
the    army,    in  which,  at  that   time, 
he   bore   a  lieutenant's    commilfion. 
I  conceived  an  affection  for  this  ami- 
able officer,  which,  in  a  ftiort  time, 
increafed  to  a   violent   paflion;  and, 
without   entering    into   minute   cir- 
cumftances,   married   him  privately. 
We  had  not  enjoyed  one  another  long 
in  fiolen  interviews,  when  he  was  or- 
dered with  his  regiment  to  Flanders; 
but,  before  he  fet  out,- it  was  agreed 
between   us,  that  he    mould  declare 
our  marriage  to  my  father  by  letter, 
and  implore  his  pardon  for  the  Hep 
we  had  taken  without  his  approba- 
tion. This  difcovery  was  made  while 
I  was  abroad  vifuing;  and  juft  as  I 
was  about  to  return  home,  I  received 
a  letter  from   my  father,  importing, 
that  fince  I  had  afled  fo  undutifufly 
and  meanly,  as  to  marry  a  beggar, 
without   his    privity    or    confent,  to 
the  difgrace  of  his  family,  as  well  as 
the  djifappointment  of  his  hopes,  he 
renounced  me  to  the  miferable  fate  I 
had  entailed  upon  myfelf,  and  charg- 
ed  me  never  to  fet   foot  within  his 
doors    again.     This    rigid   fententfe 
was  confirmed  by  my  mother;  who, 
in  a  poftfcript,  gave  me  to  underftand, 
that  her  fentiim:iits  were  exactly  •con- 
formable to  thofe  of  my  father,  and 
that  I  might  fave  inyfelf  the  trouble 
of  making  any  applications,  for  her 
refolutions  were  unalterable.    Thun- 
der-ftruck   with  my  evil  fortune,  I 
called  a  coach,  and  drove  to  my  huf- 
i»  '  bumfs 
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band's  lodgings,  where  I  found  him 
waiting  the  event  of  his  letter. 
Though  he  could  eafily  divine  by 
my  looks  the  iffue  of  his  declaration, 
he  read  with  great  fteadinefs  the 
epiftle  I  had  received  j  and  with  a 
fmile  full  of  tendernefs,  which  I  fliall 
never  forget,  embraced  me,  faying, 
I  believe  the  good  lady  your  mother 
might  have  fpared  herfelf  the  trouble 
of  the  laft  part  of  her  poftfcript. 
Well,  my  dear  Betty,  you  muft  lay 
afide  all  thoughts  of  a  coach,  till  I 
can  procure  the  command  of  a  re- 
giment." This  unconcerned  be- 
•haviour,  while  it  enabled  me  to  fup- 
port  my  reverie  of  fortune,  at  the 
iame  time  endeared  him  to  me  the 
more,  by  convincing  me  of  his  difin- 
terefted  views  in  efpoufing  me.  I 
was  next  day  boarded  in  company 
with  the  wife  of  another  officer,  who 
had  long  been  the  friend  and  confi- 
dant of  my  hufbaml,  at  a  village  not 
far  from  London,  where  they  parted 
with  us  in  the  moft  melting  manner, 
went  to  Flanders,  and  were  killed  in 
one  another  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wood.  Why  fliould  I  tire  you 
with  a  defcription  of  GUI  unutterable 
fbrrow  at  the  fatal  news  of  this  evjnt, 
the  remembrance  of  which  now  fills 
my  aged  eyes  with  tears!  Wli-.i  air 
giief  iubfided  a  little,  and  reflection 
came  to  our  aid,  we  found  ourielves 
deferted  by  the  whole  world,  and  in 
danger  of  perifhing  by  want:  where- 
upon we  made  application  for  the 
penfion,  and  were  put  upon  the  lift. 
Then  vowing  eternal  friendfhip,  fold 
our  jewels  and  fupeifluous  cloaths, 
retired  to  this  place,  (which  is  in  the 
county  of  Suflex)  bought  this  little 
houfe,  where  we  lived  many  years  in 
a  folitary  manner,  indulging  our  mu- 
tual Ibrrow,  till  it  plealed  Heaven  to 
call  away  my  companion  two  years 
ago,  fince  which  time  I  have  lingered 
out  an  unhappy  being,  in  hopes  of  a 
ipeedy  difiblution,  when  I  piomife 
mylelf  the  eternal  reward  of  all  my 
cares.  In  the  mean  time,'  conti- 
nued (he,  «  I  muft  inform  you  of  the 
character  I  bear  among  my  neigh- 
bours. My  conver/ation  being  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village;  my  reclule  way  of  life; 
my  (kill  in  curing  diltempers,  which 
I  acquired  from  books  fince  I  fettled 
herej  and  laitly,  my  agej  have  made 


the  common  people  look  upon  me  as 
fomething   preternatural,    and    I   am 
actually  at  this  hour  believed  to  be  a 
witch.     The   parfon   of  the    pariftl, 
whole  acquaintance  I  have  not  been 
at   much   pains  to   cultivate,  taking 
umbrage  at  my  fuppofed  difrel'pect, 
has  contributed  not  a  little  towards 
the  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  by 
dropping  certain  hints  to  my  preju- 
dice among  the  vulgar,  who  alfo  are 
very  much  fcandalized  at  my  enter- 
taining this  poor  tabby-cat  with  the 
collar  about  her  neck,  which  was  a 
favourite  of  my  deceafed  companion.* 
The  whole  behaviour  of  this  vene- 
rable  per/on    was    fo  primitive,  inno- 
cent, fenfible,  and  humane,  that  I  con- 
tracled   a  filial    refpect    for    her,    and 
begged  her  advice  with  regard  to  my 
future  conduct,  as  foon  as  I  was  in  a 
condition  to  aft  for  myfelf.     She  dif- 
f'uaded  me  from  a  defign  I  had  formed 
of  travelling  to  London,  in  hopes   of 
retrieving  my  cloaths  and  pay,  by  re- 
turning to  my  fliip,  which,  by  this  time, 
I   read  in    the    newfpaper,    was   fafely 
arrived    in   the  River   Thames  :    '  Btj- 
caufe,'  laid  me,  '  you  run    the  ha- 
zard of  being  treated  not  only  as  a 
dderter   in    quitting   the    floop,  but 
allbas  a  mutineer  in  alTaulting  your 
commanding  officer,  to  the  malice  of 
whofe  revenge  you  will  moreover  be 
expofed.'     She  then  promiied  to  re- 
commend me  as  a  fervant  to  a  fingle 
lady  of  her  acquaintance,  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  with   her  nephew, 
who  was  a  young  fox-hunter  of  great 
fortune,  where  I  might  be  very  happy, 
provided  I    co'jld   bear  the   diiuofttion 
and  manners   of   my    miltrefs,   which 
were  Ibmewhat  whtmfical  and  paiticu- 
lar.     But  above  all  things  flie  coun- 
felled    me    to    conceal    my    ftory,  the 
knowledge  of  which  would  effectually 
poifon  my  entertainment;  for  it  was  a 
maxim  among  molt  people  of  condition, 
that  no  gent!«.man  in  diilrefs  ought  to  be 
admitted  into  a  family,  as  a  domeltick, 
left  he  fliould  become  proud,  lazy,  and 
infolent.     I  was  fain  to  embiace  this 
humble   propofal,    becaufe   my   affairs 
were  defperate;  and  in  a  few  days  was 
hired  by  this  lady,  to  ferve  in  quality 
of   her   footman;    having   been    repre- 
fented  by  my  holtels  as  a  young  man 
who  was  bred  up  to  the  fea  by  his  re-- 
lations  againS  his  will,  and  had  i'uf- 
fered  (hipwreck,    which  had  increafcd 
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his  difguft  to  that  way  of  life  fo  much, 
thai  he  lather  chofe  to  go  to  fervice  on 
(hurt,  than  enter  himfclf  on  board  any 
other  (hip.  Before  I  took  pofleflion  of 
my  new  place,  (he  gave  me  a  (ketch  of 
my  inilttels's  character,  that  I  might 
know  bcjt'T  how  to  regulate  my  con- 
'  Your  lady,'  (aid  (he,  «  is  a 

'en  of  forty  years;  not  fo  re- 
'  markable  tor  her  beauty  as  her  learn- 

.utd  talic,  which  is  famous  all 
'  over  the  country.  Indeed,  (he  is  a 
'  peifecl  female  virtuofo,  and  fo  eager 
'  after  the  purfuit  of  knowledge,  that 
'  QIC  ncglecls  her  perfun  even  to  a  de- 
'  gree  of  flutti(hnefs:  this  negligence, 

JUT  with  her  contempt  of  the 
'  m  ile  part  of  the  creation,  gives  her 
'  nephew  no  great  concern;  as  by  thofe 
'  means  he  will  probably  keep  her 
'  fortune,  which  is  very  confiderable, 

*  in  the  family.     He  therefore  permits 
'  her  to  live  in  her  own  way,  which  is 
«  fomething  extraordinary,  and  grati- 

*  fies  her  in  all  her  whimfical  deiires. 

*  Her   apartment    is   at  fome  dilbnce 

*  from  the  other  inhabited  parts  of  the 
'  houfe;  and  confifts  of  a  dining-room, 

*  bed-chamber,  and   ftudy:  (he  keeps 
'  a  cook-maid,   waiting  woman,   and 

*  footman  of  her  own,  and  feldom  eats 

*  or  converfes  with  any  of  the  family 

*  but  her  niece,  who  is  a  very  lovely 
'  creature,  and  humours  her  aunt  often 

*  to  the  prejudice  of  her  own  health, 
'  by  fitting  up  with  her  whole  nights 
'  togethei ;    for    your    miltrefs    is    too 
'  much  of  a  philofopher  to  be  fwayed 
'  by   the  cuftoms  of   the  world,    and 
'  never  fleeps  or  eats  like  other  people. 
«  Among  other  odd  notions,  ftie  pro- 

*  fefles  the  principles  of  Roficrucius; 
'  and  believes  the  earth,  air,  and  fea, 
'  are    inhabited    by   invifible    beings, 
«  with  whom  it  is  poflible  for  the  hu- 
'  man  fpecies  to  entertain  correfpon- 

*  dence    and    intimacy    on    the    eal'y 
'  condition  of  living  chaltc.     As  (he 
'  hopes  one  day  to  be  admitted   into 

*  an   acquaintance   of  this    kind,    me 
4  no  fooner  heard  of  me  and  my  cat, 
'  than  me  paid  me  a  vilit,  with  a  view, 
'  as  (he  hath  fmce  owned,  to  be  in- 
'  troduced  to  my  familinr;    and  was 

*  greatly  mortified  to  find  htrfejf  dif- 
'  appointed  in  her  expectation.      Be- 
'   ing,  by  this  vifionary  turn  of  mind, 

*  attracted  as  it  were  from  the  worid, 
'   (lie  cannot  advert  to  the  common  oc- 

,    '  cuircjices  of  lifcj    and  therefore  is 
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«  frequently  fo  abfent  at  to  commit  very 

<  fti.mge  nultakes  and  extravagances, 

'  which   you  will   do   well    to  rectify 

'  and   repair  as   your  prudence  (hall 

'  Aiggeft.' 


CHAP.    III. 

MY  RECEPTION  BY  THAT  LADY— 
I  BECOME  ENAMOURED  OF  NAR- 
CISSA — RECOUNT  THE  PARTI- 
CULARS OF  MY  LAST  MISFOR- 
TUNE— ACQJUIRE  THE  GOOD  OPI- 
NION OF  MY  MISTRESS — AN  AC- 
COUNT OF  THE  YOUNG  b<^UJRE 
—I  AM  MADE  ACQUAINTED  WITH 
MORE  PARTICULARS  OF  NAR- 

CISSA'S    SITUATION — CONCEIVir 

A  MORTAL  HATRED  AGAINST 
SIR  TIMOTHY  —  EXAMINE  MY 
LADY'S  LIBRARY  AND  PER- 
FORMANCES  HER  EXTRAVA- 
GANT BEHAVIOUR. 

T?R  AUGHT  with  thefeufeful  in- 
JP  ftruclions,  I  repaired  to  the  place 
of  her  habitation,  and  was  introduced 
by  the  waiting-woman,  to  the  pretence 
of  my  lady,  who  had  not  before  (ten 
me.  She  fat  in  her  ftudy,  with  one 
foot  on  the  ground,  and  the  other  upon 
a  high  ftool  at  fome  diftance  from  her 
feat;  her  fandy  locks  hung  down  in  a 
difoider  I  cannot  call  beautiful,  from 
her  head,  which  was  deprived  of  it's 
coif,  for  the  benefit  of  fcratching  with 
one  hand,  while  (he  held  the  (tump  of 
a  pen  in  the  other.  Her  forehead  was 
high  and  wrinkled;  her  eyes  were  large, 
grey,  and  prominent ;  her  nofe  was 
long,  (harp,  and  aquiline;  her  month 
of  vaft  capacity;  her  vifage  meagre 
and  freckled;  and  her  chin  peeked  like 
a  (hoetnaker's  paring-knife;  her  upper- 
lip  contained  a  large  quantity  of  plain 
Spanim,  which,  by  continual  falling, 
had  embroidered  her  neck,  that  was 
not  naturally  very  white,  and  the  breaft 
of  her  gown,  that  flowed  loofe  about 
her  with  a  negligence  truly  poetick,  dif- 
covering  linen  that  was  very  fine,  and, 
to  all  appearance,  never  iua/bed  but  in 
Caflalian  Jlreams.  Around  her  lay 
heaps  of  books,  globes,  quadrants, 
telefcopes,  and  other  learned  appara- 
tus: her  (huff-box  (tood  at  her  right- 
hand;  at  her  left-hand  lay  her  hand- 
kerchief fufficiently  ufed;  and  a  con- 
venience to  1'pit  in,  appeared  on  one 
£*  fide 
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fide  of  her  chair.  She  being  in  a  re- 
verie when  we.  entered,  the  maid  did 
not  think  proper  to  difturb  her;  fo 
that  we  waited  Come  minutes  unob- 
ieiTed;  during  which  time,  (he  bit  the' 
quill  (everal  times,  altered  her  pofition, 
made  many  wry  faces,  and  at  length, 
with  au  air  of  triumph,  repeated  aloud— 

«   Nor  date  th' immortal  gods  my  rage  op- 
'  pofel' 

Having  committed  her  fuccefs  to  pa- 
per, (he  turned  towards  the  door,  and 
perceiving  us, cried — '  What  is  the  mat- 
t  ter?' — <  Here  is  the  young  man,'  re- 
plied my  conduclrefs,  '  whom  Mis. 
'  Sagely  recommended  as  a  footman  to 
'  your  ladyfliip.V  On  this  information 
fte  ftared  in  my  face  a  conliderable 
time,  and  then  a(ked  my  name,  which 
I  thought  proper  to  conceal  under  that 
of  John  Brown.  After  having  furveyed 
me  with  a  curious  eye,  flie  broke  out 
into — '  O  aye!  thou  wait  Shipwrecked,  I 

*  remember.    Whether  didftthou  come 
«  on  fhore,  on  the  back  of  a  whale,  or  a 

*  dolphin  ?*    To  this  I  anfwered,  I  had 
(warn   aihore   without  any   affi'tance. 
Then  (he  demanded  to  know  if  I  had 
ever  been  at  the  Hellefpont,  and  fwam 
from  Seftos  to  Abydos.     I  replied  in 
the  negative.     Upon  which  (lie  bade  the 
maid  order  a  fuit  of  new  livery  for  me, 
and  infirua  me  in  the  articles  of  my 
duty;  fo  faying,  flie  fpit  in  her  fnuff- 
box,  and  wiped  her  nofe  with  her  cap, 
which  lay  on  the  table,  inftead  of  a 
handkerchief.      We   returned    to   the 
kitchen,  where  I  was  regaled   by  the 
maids,  who  feemed   to  vie  with  each 
other  in  exprefiing  their  regard  for  me; 
and  from  them  1  underllood  that  my 
bufinefs  confifted   in  cleaning  knives 
and  forks;  laying  the  cloth;  waiting  at 
table;  carrying  mefl'ages;  and  attending 
my  lady  when  (he  went  abroad.     There 
was  a  very  good  fuit  of  livery  in  the 
houfe,  which  had  belonged  to  my  pre- 
decefior  deceafed,  and  it  fitted  me  ex- 
actly; fo  that  there  was  no  cccafion  for 
employing    a    taylor  on  my  account. 
I  had  not  long  been  equipped  in  this 
manner,  when   my  lady's    bell  rung; 
upon  which  I  ran  up  flairs,  and  fouic.l 
her  (talking  about  ihe  room  in  her  (hift 
and    under-petticoat   only:     I    would 
have  immediately  retired  as  became  me, 
but  (he  bid  me  cotr.e  in,  and  air  a  clean 
fliift  for  her.j  which  operation  I  having 


performed  with  fome  backwardnefs,  (he 
out  it  on  before  me  without  any  cere- 
mony, and  I  verily  believe  was  ignorant 
of  my  fex  all  that  time,  as  being  quite 
abforbed  in  contemplation.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  ordered 
to  lay  the  cloth,  and  place  two  covers, 
which  I  underftood  were  for  my  miftreft 
and  her  niece,  whom  I  had  not  as  yet 
feen.  Though  I  was  not  very  dex- 
trous at  this  work,  I  performed  it  pretty 
well  for  a  beginner;  and  when  dinner 
was  upon  the  table)  faw  my  mifirefs 
approach,  accompanied  by  the  young 
lady,  whofe  name  for  the  prefent  mill" 
be  Narcifla.  So  much  fweetnefs  ap- 
peared in  the  countenance  and  carriage 
of  this  amiable  apparition,  that  my 
heart  was  captivated  at  firlt  fight;  and 
while  dinner  lafted,  I  gazed  upon  her 
without  intermiflion.  Her  age  feemed' 
to  be  feventeeii;  her  ftature  tall;  her 
(hape  unexceptionable;  her  hair,  that 
fell  down  upon  her  ivory  neck  in  ring- 
lets, black  as  jet;  her  arched  eye- 
brows of  the  fame  colour;  her  eyes 
piercing,  yet  tender;  her  lips  of  the" 
conliitence  and  hue  of  cherries;  her 
complexion  clear, delicate,  and  healthy; 
her  afpe6l  noble,  ingenuous,  and  hu- 
mane; and  her  whole  perfon  fo  ravifh- 
ingly  delightful,  that  it  was  impoflible 
for  any  creature,  endued  with  fenfibi- 
lity,  to  lee  without  admiring,  and  ad- 
mire without  loving  her  to  excefs!  I 
began  to  curfe  the  fervile  Itation  that 
placed  me  fo  far  beneath  the  regard  of 
this  idol  of  my  adoration!  and  yet  I 
bleffed  my  fate  that  enabled  me  to  en- 
joy daily  the  fight  of  fo  much  perfection! 
When  (he  fpoke,  I  liltcned  with  plea- 
lure;  but  when  (he  fpoke  to  me,  my  foul 
was  thrilled  with  an  extafy  of  tumul- 
tuous joy!  I  was  even  fo  happy  as  to  be 
the  fuhj-6l  of  their  conversation  :  for 
NarcifTa,  having.obferved  me,  faid  to  her 
aunt — '  I  fee  your  new  footman  is  come.' 
Then,  addrefiing  herfelf  to  me,  afked, 
with  ineffable  complacency,  if  I  was 
the  perfon  who  had  been  fo  cruelly  tiled 
by  the  robbers.  When  I  fatisfied  her 
in  this,  Hie  expreffed  a  defire  of  know- 
ing the  other  particulars  of  my  fortune, 
both  before  and  fince  niy  being  (hip- 
wrecked:  hereupon  (as  Mrs.  Sagely 
had  counfelled  me)  I  told  her  that  I  had 
been  bound  apprentice  to  the  mafter  of 
a  (hip,  contrary  to  my  inclination,  which 
fhip  had  foundered  at  fea ;  that  I  and 
four  more,  who  chanced  to  b?  on  deck, 

wken 
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•  went  down,  msdc  fluff  to  fwim 
to  tl.t  «i  af- 

•ril  me 

lett  me,  as  they 
ounds  I   ro 

the  c:  •".  of  my  being  found 

in  a  lv  ae  inhuman  treatment 

I  met  •untry  people  and 

pailon;  ths  c'-.Ycription  ot  which,  I 
ihe  charm- 
ing creature's  eyes.  Whm  I  had  finiflt- 
recital,  my  miltiH's  (aid — '  Ma 
*  foy!  U  gar f  OK  eft  bien  faitT  To 
which  opinion  Narciila  aficnted,  with 
a  compliment  to  my  underltanding,  in 
the  lame  language,  that  flattered  my 
extremely. 

The  converfatjon,  among  other  fub- 
jecls,  turned  upon  the  young  (quire, 
whom  my  lady  enquired  after,  under 
the  title  of  the  favage;  and  was  in- 
formed by  her  niece,  that  he  was  (till 
in  bed,  repairing  the  fatigue  of  hit 
night's  debauch,  and  recruiting  (trength 
and  fpirits  to  undergo  a  fox-chace  to- 
morrow morning,  in  company  with  Sir 
Timothy  Thicket,  Squire  Bumper, 
and  a  great  many  other  gentlemen  of 
the  fame  (tamp,  whom  he  had  invited 
on  that  occalion;  fo  that  by  day-break 
the  whole  houfc  would  be  in  an  up- 
roar. This  was  a  very  difagreeable 
piece  of  news  to  the  virtuplb,  whopro- 
ttfted  (he  would  (tuft'  her  ears  with 
cotton  when  (lie  went  to  bed,  and  take 
a  dole  of  opium  to  make  her  deep  the 
more  found,  that  (lie  might  not  be  u'if- 
turbed  and  diltra&ed  by  the  clamour 
of  the  brutes. 

When  the  dinner  was  over,  I  and 
my  fellow-fervants  fet  down  to  ouis  in 
the  kitchen,  where  I  understood  that 
Sir  Timothy  Thicket  was  a  wealthy 
knight  in  the  neighbourhood,  between 
whom  and  Narcilia  a  match  had  been 
projected  by  her  brother,  who  pro- 
miied  at  the  fame  time  to  efpotife  Sir 
Timothy's  fifter;  by  which  means,  as 
their  fortunes  were  pretty  equal,  the 
young  ladies  would  be  provided  for, 
and  their  brothers  be  never  the  poorer; 
but  that  the  ladies  did  not  concur  in 
«he  fcheme,  each  of  them  entertaining 
a  hearty  contempt  for  the  perfon  allot- 
ted to  her  for  a  huuband  by  this  agree- 
ment. This  information  begat  in  me 
a  mortal  averfion  to  Sir  Timothy, 
whom  I  looked  upon  as  my  rival,  and 
curled  in  my  heart  for  his  prefump- 


tion.  NcKt  morning,  by  day-break, 
being  awaked  by  the  noifcof  the  hunt- 
ers and  hounds,  I  role  to  view  the  ca- 
vnlcaile,  and  had  a  fight  of  my  com- 
petitor, whole  accomplishments  (tlie 
eltate  excluded)  did  not  |L<  in  brilliant 
enough  to  give  me  much  uneafinef* 
with  refpi-ft  to  N:irciira,  who,  I  flat- 
It,  was  noi  to  be  won  bf 
i'ucii  qualifications  as  he  was  matter  of, 
either  as  to  perfon  or  mind.  My  n.if- 
trefs,  notwithstanding  her  precaution, 
was  fomuch  dilturbed  by  her  nephew's 
company,  that  (he  did  not  rife  till  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon:  Ib  lhat  I  had 
an  oppoitumty  of  examining  her  ftudy 
at  leifure,  to  which  examination  I  was 
(trongly  prompted  by  my  cuiiofity. 
Here  I  found  a  thoufand  (craps  of  her 
own  poetry,  coniilting  of  three,  four, 
ten,  twelve,  and  twenty  lines,  on  an 
infinity  of  fubjefts,  which,  as  whim 
infpired,  (he  had  begun,  without  con- 
(iancy  or  capacity  to  bring  to  any  de- 
gree of  compofition:  butwhatwas  very 
extraordinary  in  a  female  poet,  there 
was  not  the  leatt  mention  made  of  love 
in  any  of  her  performances.  1  count- 
ed fragments  of  five  tragedies,  the 
titles  of  which  were,  The  Stern  Phi- 
lofopher;  The  Double  Murder;  The 
Sacrilegious  Traitor;  The  Fall  of 
Lucifei;  and,  The  Lalt  Day.  From 
whence  I  gathered  that  her  difpofuion 
was  gloomy,  and  her  imagination  de- 
lighted with  objects  of  horror.  Her 
library  was  compofed  of  the  belt  Eng-. 
I i. 'It  luitorians,'  poets,  and  philofophersf 
of  .ill  the  French  criticks  and  poetsj 
and  of  a  few  books  in  Italian,  chiefly 
poetry,  at  the  head  of  which  were 
TafTb  anJ  Ariolto,  pretty  much  ufed. 
Befides  thcie,  translations  of  the  claf- 
ficks  into  French;  but  not  one  book  in 
Greek  or  Latin;  a  circumftance  that 
difcovered  her  ignorance  in  thel'c  lan- 
guages. After  having  taken  a  full 
view  of  this  collection,  I  retired,  ami 
at  the  ufual  time  was  preparing  to  lay 
the  cloth,  when  I  was  told  by  the  maid 
that  her  mirtuis  was  Itill  in  bed,  and 
had  been  Ib  affefted  with  the  notes  of 
the  hounds  in  the  morning,  that  me 
actually  believed  herlelf  a  hare 
by  the  hunters;  and  begged  a  Jew 
greens  to  munch  for  breakfaif.  When 
I  exprefled  my  furprize  at  this  unac- 
countable imagination,  ftie  gave  me  to 
underlhm  !,  that  her  lady  was  very 
much  fubjeft  to  whims  of  this  natmv; 

feme- 
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fometirhcs  fancying  herfelf  an  animal, 
fbmetimes  a  piece  of  furniture;  dur- 
ing which  conceited  transformations 
it  was  very  dangerous  to  come  near 
her,  efpecially  when  (lie  reprrfented  a 
heart;  for  that  lately,  in  the,  character 
of  a  cat,  (lie  had  flown  at  her  and 
Scratched  her  face  in  a  terrible  manner: 
tli.it  fame  months  ago  fhe  prophefied 
the  general  conflagration  was  at  hand, 
and  nothing  would  he  able  to  quench 
it  hut  her  water,  which  therefore  fhe 
kept  fo  long  that  her  life  was  in  dan- 
ger, and  fhe  mult  meds  have  died  of 
the  retention,  Irad  they  not  found  an 
expedient  to  make  her  evacuate,  by 
kindling  a  bonfire  under  her  chamber- 
window,  and  perluading  her  that  the 
houfe  was  in  flames;  upon  which,  with 
great  deliberation,  (he  bade  ihem  bring 
ail  the  tubs  and  vtflels  they  could  find 
to  be  rilled,  fort  lie  prefervation  of  the 
boufe,  into  one  of  which  flic  imme- 
diately difcharged  the  caufe  of  her  dif- 
temper.  I  was  alfo  informed,  that  no- 
thing contributed  fo  much  to  the  reco- 
very of  her  reafcn  as  mufick,  which 
was  always  adminiftered  on  thole  oc- 
cafions  by  Nircifla,  who  played  per- 
fectly well  on  the  harpiichord,  and  to 
whom  (he  (the  maid)  was  juft  then  go- 
ing to  intimate  her  aunt's  diforder. 
She  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  I  was 
fummoned  by  the  bell  to  my  lady's 
chamber,  where  I  found  her  fitting 
fquat  on  her  hams  on  the  floor,  in  the 
manner  of  puis  when  fhe  liltens  to  the 
outcries  of  her  puriuers.  When  I  ap- 
peared, (he  ftarted  up  with  an  alarmed 
look,  and  fprung  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  room  to  avoid  me,  whom,  without 
doubt,  fhe  miftook  for  a  beagle  thirft- 
ing  after  her  life.  Perceiving  her  ex- 
treme confufion,  I  retired,  and  on  the 
ftair-cafe  met  the  adorable  N^rcilfa 
coming  up,  to  whom  I  imparted  the 
fituation  of  my  miftrefs:  fhe  faid  not 
a  word,  but  Irniling  with  unfpeakable 
grace,  went  into  her  aunt's  apartment, 
and  in  a  little  time  my  ears  were  ra- 
vifhed  with  the  effects  of  her  fkill. 
She  accompanied  the  inftiument  with 
a  voice  fo  fweet  and  melodious,  that  I 
did  not  wonder  at  the  lurprizing  change 
it  produced  on  the  fpirits  of  my  mif- 
trefs,  which  were  foon  compoled  to 
peace  and  (ober  rrfie&ion. 

About  feven  o'clock  the  hunters  ar- 
rived, with  the  (kins  of  two  foxes  and  one 
badgei,  curried  before  them  as  trophies 


of  their  fticcefs:  and  when  they  were 
about  to  fit  down  to  dinner  (or  fupper) 
Sir  Timothy  Thicket  defired  that  Nar- 
ciffa  would  honour  the  table-  with  her 
prefence:  but  this  requefl,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  brother's  threats  and  in- 
trea'ties,  (he  refufed,  on  pretence  of  at- 
tending her  aunt,  who  was  indifpofedj 
fo  I  enjoyed  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing 
my  rival  mortified.  But  this  difappoint. 
ment  made  no  great  impreflion  on  him, 
who  confoied  himfeif  with  the  bc-ttle, 
of  which  the  whole1  company  became 
fo  enamoured,  that  after  a  moft  horrid 
uproar  of  laughing,  finging,  ("wearing-, 
dancing,  and  fighting,  they  were  all  car- 
ried to  bed  in  a  Mate  of  utter  oblivion. 
My  duty  beingaltogether  detached  from 
the  fquire  and  his  family,  I  led  a  pretty 
eafy  and  comfortable  life,  drinking- 
daily  intoxicating  draughts  of  love 
from  the  charms  of  Narciffr,  which 
brightened  on  my  contemplation  every 
day  more  and  more.  Inglorious  as 
my  ftation  was,  I  became  blind  to  my 
own  unwortbinefs,  and  even  coiict  ivtcl 
hopes  of  one  day  enjoying  this  amiable 
creature,  whole  affability  greatly  en- 
couraged ihefe  prefumptuous  thoughts. 


CHAP.     IV. 

MY    MISTRESS     IS     SURPRIZED    AT 
MY  LEARNING  —  COMMUNICATES 

HER.     PERFORMANCES    TO    ME  

I     IMPART     SOME     OF     MINE     TO 

HER AM     MORTIFIED      AT      HER 

FAINT  PRAISE NARCISSA  AP- 
PROVES OF  MY  CONDUCT  — 
I  GAIN  AN  INVOLUNTARY  CON- 
QU EST  OVER  THE  COOK-WENCH 
AND  DAIRY-MAID THEIR  MU- 
TUAL RESENTMENT  AND  INSI- 
NUATIONS— THE  JEALOUSY  OF 
THEIR  LOVERS. 

DURING  this  feafon  of  love  and 
tranquillity,  my  mufe,  which  had 
lain  dormant  fo  long,  awoke,  and  pro- ' 
duced  feveral  fmall  performances  on 
the  fubjeft  of  my  flame:  but  as  it  con- 
cerned me  nearly  to  remain  undifcover- 
ed  in  my  real  character  and  fentmienis, 
I  was  under  a  neceflily  of  mortifying 
my  defire  of  praife,  by  confining  my 
works  to  my  own  perufal  and  appiauie. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  (trove  to  ir.fmuate 
myfelf  into  the  good  opinion  of  botli 
ladies;  and  iucctcdcd  fo  well,  by  mj 
diligence 
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and  dutiful    belnviour,  tliir 
in  a  little  tnm-  I  wa«  at  Jealt  n  favour- 
•ntlv  fiij-ived  the 
•    h'-virii.^    "ivli-H    imntioned 

Italian  with   Ion. 

gree   of    wmm'i  an  I   f."  prize,  by  the 
w.lh.-s,  as  a  per- 

lon  who  h.ut  !o    'in  h     t  tti.-  orcntleman 
in   my  .i|>i>e  u  «  i^e  and   dtfcourfe,  that 
IhecouH  not  f  i  tier  lb.il  neat  me  like 
a  common  li  quey.     My  prudenceand 
modelty   wric   noi    long    proof   agnmft 
thefc   bs  -Mchmg    compliments.     One 
thv,  w'.i  c  1  w.'ited  tt  (tinner |  the  con- 
vert 'fion  turned  upon  a  ki.otrv  puffage 
of  T^iiro's  Gu-r»i!al(-ni,  w!iirh  it   leeini 
had  puzzled  them  both.     After  a  great 
many    unfatisfactory    conjectures,   my 
nuftrefs  taking  the  book  out  of  her  poc- 
ket, t»rn-.-d  up  to  the  p  a  e  in  queltion, 
and    read   the  lenience  over  and   over 
without   fuccefs;  at  length,  defpairing 
of  finding   the   autnor's   meaning,  (lie 
turned  to  me,  faying,  '   Come  hither, 
liiuiio,   let  us   fee  wh:it  fortune  will 
do  for  us;  I   will    interpret    to   thee 
what  goes  before,  and  what  follows, 
this  oh  feu  re  paragraph,  the  particu- 
lar  words   of  which   I   will  allb  ex- 
plain, that  thou  mayeit,  by  compar- 
ing one  with  another,  guefs  the  lenfe 
of  that  which  perplexes  us.'     I  was 
•too  vain  to  let  (lip  this  opportunity  of 
difplaying  my  talents;  therefore,  with- 
out heiitJtion,  read  and  explained  the 
whole  of  that  which  had  difconcerted 
them,  to  the  utter  aitoniihment  of  both. 
Narcifia's   f.ice  and    lovely  neck   were 
overlpread   with   bluflies,  from    which 
I  drew  a  favourable  omen;  while  her 
aunt,  after  having  (tared  at  me  a  good 
while,  with  a  look  of  Amazement,  ex- 
claimed,   '   In   the   name   of  Heaven! 
*  who  art  fhou?'  I  told  her  I  had  picked 
up  a    fmattering  of   Italian,  during  a 
voyage  up  the  Straits.     At  this  expla- 
nation (he  (hook  her  head,  and  obferved 
that  no   (matterer  could  read  as  I   had 
done.     She  then  defired  to  know  if  I 
whderftood  French.     To  which   quef- 
tion  I  aniwered  in  the  affirmative.    She 
a(ked  if  I  was  acquainted  with  lite  La- 
tin and  Greek.     I  replied,  «  A  little.' 
•— '  Oho!'  continued    (he,  '  and    with 
4  pbiiofophy  and  mathematicks,  I  fup- 
'  pofe?'    I   ownrd   I   knew    fomething 
of  each.     Then  (he  repeated  her  (tare 
and  interrogation.     I  began  to  repent 
ot  my  vanity;  and  in  order  to  repair  the 
fault  1  had  committed,  faid  it  was  not 
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to  lie  wondered  at  if  I  had  a  tolei.il.Ie 
c-ilui -.ition ,  for  learning  was  fo  cheap  in 
my  country,  that  every  pe;ifant  was  a 
fcholur;  but  I  hoped  her  l.idyfhip  woulj 
think  my  undeiltanding  no  exception 
to  my  emra&er.  She  was  pleaf-.d  to 
anfver,  •  No,  no;  God  forbi  !'  But 
during  the  reft  of  the  time  they  fat  at 
table,  they  behaved  with  remarkable 
rcferve. 

This  alteration  gave  me  great  unea- 
finefs,  and  I  paflVd  the  night  without 
(lvj>,  in  melancholy  refleAioni  on  the 
vanity  of  young  men,  which  prompts 
them  to  commit  lomany  foolith  actions, 
contrary  to  their  own  fobcr  judgments. 
Next   day,  however,  inltead  of  profit- 
ing by  this  felf  condemnation,  I  yield- 
ed iHH  more  to  the  dictates  ol'tlie  prin- 
ciple I    had   endeavoured    to    chaltifej 
and  if  fortune  had  not  befriended  me 
more    than   prudence  could   expect,  I 
mould  have  been  treated  with  the  con- 
tempt it  deferved.     After  break  faft,  mjr 
lady,  who  was  a  true  author,  bade  me 
follow  her  into  the  ftudy,  where  flie  ex- 
prelfed  herfclf  thus:  '  Since  you  are  fo 
learned,  you  cannot  be  void  of  tafte; 
therefore  I  am  to   delire   your  opi- 
nion of  a  fmall  performance  in  poe- 
trv,  which  I  lately  compoled.     Yoa 
muft  know  I  have  planned  a  tragedy, 
the   fubject   of   which    (hall   be   the 
murder  of  a  prince  before  the  altar, 
where  He  is  bufy    at   his  devotions. 
After  the  deed  is  perpetrated,  the  re- 
gicide will  harangue  the  people  with 
a  bloody  dagger  in   his  hand;  and  I 
have     already    compoled     a    fpeech 
which  I  think  will  f'uit  the  character 
extremely.     Here  it  is.'     Then  tak- 
ing  up   a  fcrap  of  paper,  ftie  read  it 
with   violent  emphafis  and  gelhire,  as 
follows. 

Thus  have  I  fent  the  firnple  king  to  hell. 
Without  or  coffin,  fhroud,  or  paffing  bell. 
To  me,  what  are  divine  and  human  laws! 
I  court  no  landtion,  but  my  own  applaufe! 
Rapes,  robb'iies,  treafuns,  yield  my  ibul 

«  delight, 

And  human  carnage  gratifies  my  fight; 
I  drag  the  parent  by  the  hoary  hair,        ~\ 
And  tofs  the  fprawling  infant  on  my    | 

'  '!  > 

'  While    the  tond  mother's  cries  regale   I 
'  mine  ear.  J 

<  1    fight,  I   vanquifh,  murder  friends  »nJ 
foes; 

«  Nor  dare  th'  immortal  go4s  my  rage  op- 
'  pole.' 

Though 
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Though  I  did  great  violence  to  my 
vnderftanding  in  praifing  this  unnatu- 
ral rhapfody,  I  neverthelefs  extolled  it 
as  a  production  that  of  itfelf  deferved 
immortal  fame 3  and'befought  her  la- 
dy (hip  to  blefs  the  world  with  the  fruits 
of  thofe  uncommon  talents  Heaven  had 
beftowed  upon  her.  She  fmiled  with  a 
look  of  felf -complacency;  and,  encou- 
raged by  the  incenfe  I  had  offered,  com- 
municated all  her  poetical  works,  which 
I  applauded  one  by  one,  with  as  little 
candour  as  I  had  (hewn  at  firit.  Sa- 
tiated with  my  flattery,  which  I  hope 
my  fituation  juftiried,  me  could  not  in 
confcience  refuft  me  an  opportunity  of 
Ihining  in  my  turn;  and  therefore,  af- 
ter a  compliment  to  my  nice  difcern- 
ment  and  taite,  obferved,  that  doubt- 
lefs  I  muft  have  produced  fornething  in 
that  way  myfelf,  which  (he  delired  to 
fee.  This  was  a  temptation  I  could 
by  no  means  refill.  I  owned,  that  while 
J  was  at  college,  I  wrote  fome  fmall 
detached  pieces,  at  the  delireof  a  friend 
who  was  in  love;  and  at  her  requeft 
repeated  the  following  verfes,  which, 
indeed,  my  love  for  Narciffa  had  in- 
fpired. 


ON  CELIA  PLAYING  ON  THE   HARP- 
SICHORD AND  SINGING. 


I. 

HE'N  Sappho  {truck  the  quiv'ring 
T    T  wire, 

The  throbbing  bieaft  was  all  on  firej 
And  when  ftie  rais'd  the  vocal  lay, 
The  captive  foul  was  charm'd  away ! 


But  had  the  nymph  poflcfs'd,  with  thefe, 
Thy  Ibfter,  cha.'ier  pow'r  topleafe; 
Thy  beauteous  air  of  fprightly  youth, 
Thy  native  i'miles  of  artlefa  truth: 

III. 

The  worm  of  grief  had  never  prey'd 
On  the  forfaken,  love-rkk  maid; 
Nor  had  ihe  mouni'd  an  haplefs  flame, 
Nor  dalh'd  on  rocks  hsr  tender  frame. 

My  miftrefs  paid  me  a  cold  compli- 
ment on  my  verification,  which,  me 
laid,  was  elegant  enough,  but  the  fub- 
jecl  beneath  the  pen  of  a  true  poet.  I 
was  exuemely  nettled  at  her  indiffe- 


rence, and  looked  at  Narcifla,  who  by 
this  time  had  joined  us,  for  her  appro- 
bation; but  (he  declined  giving  her 
opinion,  proteiting  (he  was  no  j'udge 
of  theie  matters:  ib  that  I  was  forced 
to  retire,  very  much  baulked  in  my  ex- 
pectation, which  was  generally  a  little 
too  fangume.  In  the  afternoon,  how- 
ever, the  waiting-maid  allured  me, 
that  Narciffa  had  exprefkd  her  appro- 
bation of  my  performance  with  great 
warmth,  and  dcfired  her  to  procure  a 
copy  of  it,  as  for  her  (elf,  that  file  (Nar- 
cifla) might  have  an  opportunity  so  pe- 
rule  it  it  pleai'ute.  I  was  elated  to  an 
extravagant  pitch  at  this  intelligence, 
and  immediately  tranfcribed  a  fair  copy 
of  my  ode,  which  was  carried  to  the 
dear  charmer,  together  with  another  oo 
the  lame  fubjecl,  as  follows. 


TH  Y  fatal  (hafts  unerring  move, 
I  bow  before  thine  altar,  Love ! 
I  fee  thy  foft,  refiftlefs  flame, 
Glide  fwifc  through  all  my  vital  framd 

II. 

For  while  I  gaze,  my  bofom  glows, 
My  blood  in  tides  impetuous, flows, 
Hope,  fear,  and  joy,  alternate  roll, 
And  floods  of  transports  whelm  my  foul. 

III. 

MyfaU'ring  tongue  attempt!  in  vain, 
In  foothing  murmurs  to 'complain; 
My  tongue  fome  fecret  magick  ties, 
My  murmurs  fink  in  broken  fighsl 

IV. 

Condemn'd  to  narfe  eternal  care, 
And  ever  drop  the  filent  tear, 
Unheard  I  mourn,  unknown  I  figh, 
Unfriended  live,  uiipitj'd  die. 


Whether  or  not  N-.ircifla  ilifcoverecl 
my  paftion,  I  could  not  learn  from  her 
behaviour;  which,  though  always  be- 
nevolent to  me,  was  henceforth  more 
referved  and  lefs  chearful.  While  my 
thoughts  afpired  to  a  fphere  fo  far  above 
me,  I  had  unwittingly  made  a  con- 
queil  of  tha  cook-wench  and  dairy- 
maid, who  became  fo  jealous  of  each 
other,  that  if  their  fentiments  had  been 
refined  by  education,  it  is  probable 

one 
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nne  or  other  of  them  would  have  had 
("e  to  poilon  or  llrel,  to  he  avenged 
rival;  htit  3«   their  mind-, 
happilv  ad-iuted  to  their  humble  ftation, 
•nufual    enmity   was  confined  to 
i.g  and   fifty-t'uffs,  in  which  ex- 
thc.y    were   both    well     fkilled. 
•  'od   fortune  did  not  !j:ig  remain 
,  t-t;   for  it   \v  m    diftiliif-il    by    the 
frequent  broil?  of  thde  heroines,  who 
ke;ii   no  decorum  in  their  enrountM?. 
The  concliii  fcner,  who  paid 

their  devo:r»  to  my  admirers,  each  to 
his  refptc"Vive  choice,  alarmed  at  my 
fuccefs,  laid  their  heads  together,  in 
order  to  conceit  a  plan  of  revenge;  and 
thefoimer  h;iving  been  educated  at  the 
academy  of  Tottenham  Court,  under- 
took to  challenge  me  to  fingle  combat. 
He  accordingly,  with  imny  opproltfi- 
ous  mveftives,  bade  me  defiance,  and 
offered  to  box  ma  for  twenty  guineas. 
I  told  him,  I  hat  although  I  believed 
inyfelf  a  match  for  him,  even  at  thru 
work,  I  would  not  defccnd  fo  far  be- 
Jow  the  dignity  of  a  gentleman  as  to 
fi.;h'  like  a  porteij  but  if  lie  had  any 
thin^  to  lay  to  me,  I  w.is  his  man  at 
hlunderbufs,  muflcet,  piltol,  fword, 
hitch>-t,  f,>it,  cleiver,  fork,  or  nt edit} 
I  fwore,  that  fhonid  he  give  his 
j  any  more  faucy  libeitk-s  at  my 
expence,  I  would  crop  his  ears  with- 
out any  ceremony.  This  rholomon- 
t.i.le,  delivered  with  a  Item  counte- 
nance, and  relblute  tone,  had  the  de- 
fit  ed  effcR  upon  my  antagonist,  who 
with  fomc  confuiion  fneaked  off,  and 
gave  his  friend  an  account  ot  his  re- 
ception. The  itory  taking  air  among 
the  lirvants,  procured  For  me  the  ti.le 

erf  Gentleman  John,  with  which  I  was 

fometimes  honoured  even  by  uiy  mif- 
ti£ls  and  NarcirTt,  who  h  <d  bf-en  in- 
I  of  the  whoi*  'irFiir  by  the 
Chambermaid.  In  the  n:ean  time,  the 
lival  queens  exprerTed  their  pallion  by 
all  the  w.iys  in  their  power:  the  cook 
entertained  r.e  with  choice  bits,  the 
daiiy-rmid  with  ftioaking1;;  the  fir  ft 
would  often  encourage  me  to  diftovcr 
myl'elf,  by  complimenting  me  upon  my 
c>:ura2e  ar,;l  Uarning,  and  obleivin^, 
tli.it  if  (lie  had  a  huiband  like  me  to 
maintain  order  and  keep  accompt«,  ftie 
cfitild  nvike  a  great  dejl  of  money  bv 
frtting  up  an  eating-houfc  ar  London, 
fur  gentlemen's  fervants  on  board - 
w»pei.  Theother  courted  mv  aff-^lion, 
by  (hewing  her  own  im^uatricc,  and 


telling  me,  that  many  a  fubftantial 
i  in  the  neighbourhood  would  be 
glad  to  marry  herj  but  (lie  wa$  re- 
iblved  to  plealc  her  <  ye,  if  me  (hi,uld 
'.  Then  OK  would 
launch  out  into  th?  piaife  of  my  pn>j,tr 
pcrfon,  anil  fay.  me  was  fure  I  would 
nnKc  :•  good  hufband,  tor  I  wai  veiy 
good  natiired.  I  began  to  be  uneafy 
at  the  importnniiits  of  thefe  inamo- 
ratas, whom  at  another  time,  perhaps, 
I  might  have  pleafed  without  ilie  dif- 
afjreeable  fauce  of  matrimony;  but  at 
prefent,  my  whole  foul  was  rngrcfi.d 
by  N  ircifTa,  and  I  could  not  bear  the 
thoughts  of  doing  any  thing  deroga- 
tory to  the  p.tffion  I  entertained  for 
her. 


C  H  A  P.     V. 

NARC1SSA  BEING  IN  DAN'Jr  R  FROM 
THt  BitUI  ALITY  OF  SIR  TIMO- 
THY, JS  RESCUED  BY  ME,  WHO 
REVENGE  A1YSELF  ON  MY  RIVAi. 

1    DECLARE    MY  PASSION,    AND 

RETREAT  TO  THE  SEA-SIDE  — 
AM  SURROUNDED  BY  SMUG- 
GLERS, AND  CARRIED  TO  BUL- 
LOIGN  —  FIND  MY  UNCLK,  HbU- 
TtNANT  BOWLING,  IN  GREAT 
DISTRESS,  AND  RELIEVE  HI  M  — 
OUR  CONVERSATION. 

A  T  ceitain  intervals,  my  ambition 
_/~V  would  revive;  I  would  delpile 
myfelf  for  my  tame  refignation  to  my 
fordid  fate,  and  revolve  an  hundred 
fchemes  for  afTuming  the  characlei  of 
a  gentleman,  to  which  I  thought  my- 
lelf  entitled  by  birth  ynd  e>)ucation.  In 
thefe  huitlcla  fuggeltions  time  (iule 
away  nn^erceived,  and  1  had  ahe.uiy 
remained  eight  months  in  the  (tution  of 
.it  min.  when  an  accident  happened, 
that  put  an  end  to  my  ferviiude,  am!  fir 
the  prefent  btni/lied  all  hopes  of  iuc- 
ceedin^  in  my  lovr. 

N:i.ii(la  went  one  day  to  vifu  Mifs 
Thiiket,  who  livt-d  with  her  brother 
within  uis  tn.n  a  mile  of  our  houle, 
and  w  »«  perlui.ted  to  walk  honie  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening,  accompanied  by 
Sir  Timothy;  who,  having  a  good  d  al 
of  the  brute  in  him,  was  inltigativ.  to 
ufe  j'oine  unbecoming  familia/iuet  wiiU 
her,  encograffed  by  the  (blitunntfs  of 
a  field  t^iiough  which  ihty  pa!ll-u. 
The  lovely  creature  was  inctnfed  -i  hij 
T  ru»c 
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rude  behaviour,  for  which  fhe  re- 
proached him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
he  loft  all  regard  to  decency,  and  ac- 
tually offered  violence  to  this  pattern 
of  innocence  and  beauty.  But  Heaven 
would  not  fuffer  fo  much  goodnefs  to 
be  violated;  and  fent  me,  who,  paf- 
fing  by  accident  near  the  place,  was 
alarmed  with  her  cries,  to  her  fuccour. 
What  were  the  emotions  of  my  foul, 
when  I  beheld  NarcifTa,  almoft  finking 
beneath  the  brutal  force  of  this  fatyr! 
I  flew  like  Hghtning  to  her  refcue, 
and  he  perceiving  me,  quitted  his  prey, 
and  drew  his  hanger  to  chaftife  my 
preiumption.  My  indignation  was  too 
high  to  admit  one  thought  of  fe^r;  fo 
that,  milling  upon  him,  I  ftruck  his 
weapon  out  of  his  hand,  and  u fed  my 
cudgel  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  he  fell  to 
the  ground,  and  lay,  to  all  appearance, 
without  fcnfe.  Then  I  turned  to  Nar- 
ciflj,  who  had  fwooned,  ;nd  fitting 
down  by  her,  gently  railed  her  head, 
and  Hi|Y°ried  it  on  my  bo  torn,  while, 
with  my  hand  around  her  waifr,  I  kept 
her  in  that  pofition.  My  foul  was 
thrilled  with  tumultuous  joy,  at  feel- 
ing the  objeil  of  my  dearell  wifhes  with- 
in my  arms  ;  and  while  ftie  lay  infen- 
fible,  I  could  not  refrain  from  apply- 
ing my  cheek  to  her's,  and  lavishing  a 
kifs.  In  a  little  time,  the  blood  began 
to  revifit  her  face,  (he  opened  her  en- 
chanting eyes,  and  having  recollected 
her  late  fituation,  faid,  with  a  look 
full  of  tender  .icknowledgment,  '  Deir 
'  J  >hn,  I  am  eternally  obliged  to  you! ' 
S .'  ftying,  Ihe  made  an  effort  to  rife, 
in  which  I  aliilttd  her,  and  (he  proceed- 
ed to  the:  houfe,  leaning  upon  me  all 
the  way.  I  w:;S  a  ihoufhnd  times  tempt- 
ed by  this  opportunity  to  declare  my 
ynfli'.>n,  but  the  dreid  of  difobliging 
her  retrained  my  tongue.  We  had 
nor  moved  an  hundred  paces  from  the 
/cent:  of  her  diftrefs,  when  I  perceived 
Sir  'I'mipthy  rife  and  walk  homeward; 
a  c  i  re  n  in  (la  nee  which,  though  it  gave 
me  fame  fatisfaction,  inafmuch  as 
J  th-ieby  knew  I  had  not  killed  him, 
filled  me  with  jult  apprehenfion  of  his 
refeiitment,  which  I  found  myfelf  in 
no  condition  to  withitand;  efpecially 
when  I  confidered  his  intimacy  with 
our  iqujre,  to  whom  I  knew  he  could 
jultify  himfelf  for  wha"t  he  had  done,  by 
imputing  it  to  his  love,  and  defiring  his 
biother  Bruin  to  take  the  fame  liberty 
jyjth  hi«  filler ?  without  any  fear  of  of- 


fence. When  we  arrived  at  the  houfe, 
Narcifia  afTured  me,  (lie  would  exert  all 
her  influence  in  protecting  me  from  the 
revenge  of  Thicket,  arid  likewife  en- 
gage  her  aunt  in  my  favour.  At  the 
fame  time,  pulling  out  her  purfe,  of- 
fered it  as  a  (mail  coniideration  for  the 
fervice  I  had  done  her.  But  I  (tood  too 
much  upon  the  punctilios  of  love  to  in- 
cur the  ieaft  fufpicion  of  being  merce- 
nary, and  refilled  the  prefent,  by  fay- 
ing, I  had  merited  nothing  by  barely 
doing  my  duty.  She  feemed  aitoniflied 
at  my  difmtereftednefs,  and  blufhsd  ;  I 
felt  the  fame  fuffufion,  and  with  a 
down-caft  eye,  and  broken  accent,  told 
her,  I  had  one  requelt  to  make,  which, 
if  her  generofity  would  gr<tiit,  I  fliould 
think  myfelf  fully  recompenfed  for  an 
?ge  of  milery.  She  changed  colour  at 
this  preamble,  and,  with  great  con- 
fufion,  replied,  file  hoped  my  good 
fenfe  would  hinder  me  from  a/king  any 
thing  (he  was  hound  in  honour  to  re- 
fute, and  therefore  bade  me  fignify  my 
delire.  Upon  which  I  kneeled,  and 
begged  to  kifs  her  hand.  She  imme- 
diately, with  an  averted  look,  ftretched 
it  out  j  I  imprinted  on  it  an  ardent 
kifs,  and  bathing  it  with  my  tears, 
cried,  '  Dear  Madam,  I  am  an  un- 
fortunate gentleman,  and  love  you 
to  diffraction,  but  would  have  died 
a  thoufand  deaths  rather  than  make 
this  declaration  under  fuch  a  fervile 
appearance,  were  I  not  determined  to 
yield  to  the  rigour  of  my  fate,  to  fly 
from  your  bewitching  prefence,  and 
bury  my  prefumptuous  palhon  in 
eternal  filence.'  With  thef'e  words 
I  rofe  and  went  away,  brfoie  fhe 
could  recover  her  fpirits  fo  tar  as  to 
make  any  reply.  My  firll  care  was  to 
go  and  confultMrs.  Sagely,  with  whom 
I  had^maintauxd  a  friendly  correfpon- 
dence  ever  fince  I  left  her  houfe.  When 
Ihe  underftood  my  fituation,  the  good 
woman,  with  real  concern,  condoled 
me  on  my  unhappy  fate,  and  approved 
of  my  refulution  to  leave  the  country, 
as  being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
the  barbarous  difpofition  of  my  rival  j 
'  Who  by  this  time,'  faid  me,  <  has 
f  no  doubt  meditated  a  fcheme  of  re- 

*  venge.    Indeed,  I  cannot  fee  how  you 
'  will  be  able  10  elude  his  vengeance; 
f  being  himfelf  in  the  commifiion,  he 

*  will  immediately  grant  warrants  for 
'  apprehending  you  ;  and  as  almoft  all 
«  thx   people  in  this  country   are  de- 

<  pendant 
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mt  on  him  or  liis  fiiend,   it  will 

mpoflible  for  you  to  find   uVlter 

'  amorns;   thmit  if  you   fliould  be  ap- 

4   prehendtd;   he  wi;i  commit    you   to 

4  gaol,  where    you   may  polliUy  lui. 

•  g'.iifh   in    great   millry  till   the   next 

•  «(Ti7is,   and    then   be  traufporied   tor 

•  alLulting  a  magistrate.'     While  me 
tlnjv    w.iiii'-d    me   of    my   danger,    we 
In- ud  a   knocking  at  the  door,  which 
tlnew  us  both  into  great  conlternation, 
as,  in  all  probability,  it  wns  occafioned 
by    my    purlueis;   whereupon  this  ge- 
iK-rons   old    lady   putting  two  guineas 
into  my  h;.nd,  wiih  tears  in  her  eyes, 
bade   me,  foi    God's  lake,  get  out  at 
the  back  door,  and  conliilt  my  fdfery 
as  Providence  mould  dirtfl  me.    There 
was  no  time  for  deliberation.     I   fol- 
lowed her  advice,  and  efcaped,  by  the 
benefit  of  a  daiknig'.U,  to  the  fea-fide, 
where,  while  I  ruminated  on  my  next  ex - 
rurlion,  I  was  al!  of  a  Cudden  furroundtd 
by  armed  men,  who  having  bound  my 
hands  and  (er*,  hade  me  make  nonoile, 
•n  pain  ot  being  (hot,  and  carried  me 
on  hoard  of  a  verTtrl,  which  I  loon  per- 
ceived to  be  a  fniuggling  cutter.     This 
<lifcovery  gave  me  fome  fatisfa&ion  at 
lirft,  becaufe  I   concluded  my  (elf  fafe 
from  the  relentment  of  Sir  Timothy. 
But  when  I  found  myleU  in  the  hands 
ot  tufH.ms,  who  threatened  to  execute 
me  for  a  fpy,  I  would  h*ve  though.!  mv- 
lelf  happily  cjuit  fora  year's  imprifon- 
ment,  or  even  transportation.    It  was  in 
vain  for  me  to  prorelt  mv  innocence: 
I  could  not  perl u ade  them  thjt   I   had 
taken   a  folitary  walk   to  thrir   haunt, 
at  fnch  an  hour,  merely  for  my  own 
amulemen;;  and  I  did  not  think  it  my 
intertft  to  difclofe  the  true  caufe  of  my 
retreat,  hccaule  I  was  afraid  they  would 
have  made  their  peace  with  juflice  by 
furrendering  me  to  the  penalty  ot  the 
1  i-.v.     What  confirmed  their  fuipicion 
was,  the  appearance  of  a  curlcm-houfe 
yacht,    which  g  ve    them  chace,  and 
hud  well  nigh  nude  a  prize  of  their  vel- 
fel;  when  they  were  delivered  fiom  their 
fears  by  a  thick  fog,  vhich  efFecludlly 
Icr^-ened  them,  and  favoured  their  ;ir- 
lival  at  Bulloigti.     But  before  i  hey  got 
cut  of  fi   ht  of  tlitir  purfner,  they  htld 
a  council  of  war  about  mr,   and   fome 
it'    the    moft    ferocious    amqng    them 
wou1.'  h:ive  tlirown  me  over-board  as 
a  traitor  who  had  betrayed  them  tn  their 
enemies}  butothrrs,   mote  confide.'ate, 
klledged,  that  if  they  put  me  to  dc-jdi, 
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and  mould  afterwards  be  takrn,  they 
could  ext,i/ct  no  mt-rcy  from  the  Kgif- 
lature,  which  woul.l  never  pai..on  out- 
Lw  i  v  aggravated  hv  minder.  It  was 
therefore  determined  by  B  plurality  of 
votes,  that  I  fhould  he  f'l  on  ihore  in 
Fiance,  and  lilt  to  find  my  pniTtgc  back 
to  England  at  I  fhouU  thn  I.  proper, 
ihis  l)eing  punidiment  I'utlic  <nt  for  (he 
bare  inlpicion  of  a  crime  in  itfclf  not 
capital.  Although  this  favouiable  de- 
termination gave  me  great  pleafme,  the 
apprehenfion  of  btiiig  roblied  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  be  perfect iy  at  eaje. 
To  prevent  this  calamity,  HS  fopn  as  I 
was  untied  in  confcquence  of  the  a- 
forefaid  decifion,  I  tore  a  Imall  hole  in 
onecf  my  (lockings,  into  which  I  diop- 
ped  fix  guineas,  referving  half  a  piece 
and  Tome  filver  in  my  pocket,  that, 
rinding  fomething,  they  mi^ht  not  be 
tempted  to  make  any  farther  enquiry. 
This  was  a  very  necefiary  precaution, 
for  when  we  came  within  fight  of  the 
French  more,  one  of  thefmuggiers  told 
me  I  mutt  pay  for  my  paflage.  To 
this  declaration  I  replied,  that  my  paf- 
fagewas  noneof  n»y  own  ieekin^;  there- 
fore they  could  not  expect  a  reward 
from  me  for  tranfporting  me  into  a 
ftrange  country  by  force.  'Damme!* 
faid  the  outlaw,  4  none  of  your  pal<i- 
4  \tr;  hut  let  me  fee  what  money  you 
'  have  got.'  So  faying,  he  thiuft  his 
hand  into  my  pocket  without  any  cere- 
mony, and  emptied  it  of  the  contents: 
then  carting  an  eye  at  my  hat  and  wig, 
which  captivated  his  fancy,  he  took, 
them  off,  and  clapping  his  own  on  my 
liead,  declared,  that  a  fair  exohange 
was  no  robbery.  I  w"as  fain  to  put  up 
with  the  bargain,  which  was  by  no 
means  favourable  to  me:  and  a  little 
while  after  we  went  all  on  more  together. 
1  refolved  to  take  my  leave  ot  tl.efe 
defperadoes  without  much  ceio. 
when  one  of  them  cautioned  me  a^ainli 
appearing  to  their  prejudice  if  ever  I  ie- 
tuined  in'o  England,  ui'lefs  I  had  a 
mind  to  be  murderedj  for  which  ler- 
vice,  he  allured  me,  the  gang  never 
wanted  agents.  I  pro  mi  fed  toobferve 
his  Advice,  and  departed  for  the  Upper 
Town,  where  I  enquired  for  a  cabaret 
or  public- houfe,  into  wh;ch  I  went, 
with  an  intention  of  taking  Tonic  ie- 
frefhment.  In  the  kitchen,  five  Dutch 
f.iilors  fat  at  breakfalt,  with  a  Jar^e 
loaf,  a  fiikin  of  butter,  and  a  cag  »jf 
brandy,  the  bung  of  which  they 
T  a 
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applied  to  their  mouths  with  great  per- 
leverance  and  fa  tis  faction.  At  ibme 
diftance  from  them  I  perceived  another 
peifon  in  the  fame  garb,  fitting  in  a 
penfive  iblitary  manner,  enteitaining 
himlelf  with  a  whiff  of  tobacco,  from 
the  (lump  of  a  pipe  as  black  as  j.tt. 
The  appearance  of  diffrefs  never  failed 
to  attract  my  regard  and  companion j 
I  approached  this  forlorn  tar  with  a 
vrew  to  offer  him  my  affiltance;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  alteration  of  drefs 
and  diiguile  of  a  long  beard,  I  difco- 
vered  in  him  my  long  lotr  and  lament- 
ed uncle  and  benefactor,  Lieutenant 
Bowling.  Good  Heaven,  what  \veie 
the  agitations  of  my  foul,  between  the 
joy  of  finding  again  luch  a  valuable 
fiiend,  and  the  lorrow  of  leeing  him 
in  fuch  a  low  condition  !  The  tears 
guflied  down  my  checks;  I  flood  mo- 
tioniefs  and  filerit  for  fome  time;  at 
length,  recovering  the  .<e  of  fptech, 
exclaimed,  '  Gracious  God  !  Mv. 

*  Bowihigl'  My  uncit  no  fooner  heard 
his   name  mentioned,   than  he  ftarted 
up,  crying  with  fome  furprize,  '  Hol- 

*  loa!'  and  after  having  looked  at  me 
Itedfaftly,  without  being  able  to  recol- 
lecl  me,  faid,  '  Did  you  call  me,  bro- 

*  ther?'    I  told  him  I   had  fomething 
extraordinary  to  communicate,  End  de- 
fired  him  to  give  me  the   hearing  for 
a  few  minutes  in  another  room;    but 
he  would  by  no  means  cohferit  to  this 
propofal,  laying,  '  Avalt  there,  friend; 

none  of  yonr  tricks   i;ron  travellers: 
if  you  have  any  thing  to  fay  to  me, 
do   it  above  board.;   you   need  not  be 
afraid   of  being  overheard;  here  are 
none  who  under  Ira  ad  our  lingo.'— • 
Though   I  was  loth  to  ttiicover  myfelf 
before  company,  I  could  no  longer  re- 
frain from  telling  him,  I  was  his  own 
nephew  Roderick,  Random.     On  this 
information,    he   confidered    me   with 
great  earneftnefs  ami  avtonilhment,  and 
recalling  my  features,  which,  though 
enlarged,    were    not    entirely    altered 
fmce   he  had   fren    me,    came  up   and 
ifliook  me  by  ths  hand  very  cordially, 
proteiting  he  was  glad  to  fee  me  well. 
After  ibme  paufe,  he  went  on  thus  : 

*  And  yer,,  my  lad,  I  am  lorry  to  lee 

*  you  under  fuch  colours;  the  more  fo, 

*  as  it  is  not  in  my  power,  -u  prefent, 

*  to  change  them  for  the  better,    times 
'   beine  very  hard  with   me.'       With 
theie   words,  I    could    perceive  a  tear 
trickle  down    his    furrowed    cheeks, 


which  affected  me  fj  much,  that  I-  wept 
bitterly.  Imagining  my  lorrowwas  the 
efTe6t  of  my  own  misfortune*,  he  com- 
forted me,  with  observing,  that  lift; 
was  a  voyage  in  which  we  mult  exptft 
to  meet  with  all  weathers  j  fometimes 
it  was  calm,  fometimes  rough;  that  a 
fair  gale  often  fucceeded  a  (toim;  that 
the  wind  did  not  always  fit  one  way, 
and  that  ddpair  fignified  nothing;  but 
refolution  and  Ikill  were  better  than  a 
ftout  vefTel:  for  why!  becaufe  they  re- 
quire no  carpenter,  and  grow  Itronger 
the  more  labour  they  undergo.  I  dried 
up  my  tears,  which  I  aijured  him  were 
not  flied  for  my  own  diltrefs,  but  for 
his,  and  begged  leave  to  accompany 
him  into  another  room,  where  we  could 
conrerfe  more  at  our  eale.  There 
I  recounted  to  him  the  ungenerous 
ufage  I  had  met  with  from  Potion  j.  at 
which  relation  he  ttarted  up,  (talked 
acrofs  the  room  three  or  four  times  in 
a  great  hurry,  and  grafping  his  cud- 
gel, cried,  '  I  would  I  were  along  fide 
'  of  him,  that's  all;.  I  would  I  were 
'  along-fule  of  him!'  I  then  gave  him 
a  detail  of  all  my  adventures  and  fuf- 
fiiings,  which  ^ffecled  him  more  than 
1  con  Id  have  imagined;  and  concluded 
with  telling  him  that  Captain  Oak- 
htitn  was  l*ill  alive,  and  that  he  might 
return  to  England  when  he  wmiid.  to 
folicit  his  afraius,  without  danger  or 
moleftation.  He  was  wonderfully  plcaf- 
ed  with  this  pitce  of  information,  of 
which,  however,  he  i'aiii,  he- could  not 
at  prefent  avail  htrnlelt,  for  want  of 
money  to  pay  for  his  palTage  to  Lon- 
don. This  objection  1  loon  removed, 
by  putting  five  guineas  into  his  hand, 
and  telling  him,  I  thought  myfelf  ex- 
tremely happy  in  having  an  oppoitu- 
nity  of  manifefting  my  gratitude  to  him 
in  his  necefljty.  But  it  was  with  the 
utinoil  difficulty  I  could  prevail  upon 
him  to  accept  of  two,  which  he  af- 
firmed were  more  than  fufficient  to  de- 
fray the  nectflary  expence.  After  this 
friendly  conteft  was  over,  he  propoled 
we  mould  have  a  mefs  of  fbmethjpgs. 
For,'  faid  he,  *  it  has  been  banyan 
day  with  me  a  great  wnile.  You  muft 
know  I  was  Oiipwrecked  five  days 
ago,  near  a  place  called  Liiieux,  in 
company  with  thofe  Dutchmen  who 
are  now  drinking  below;  and  hay- 
ing but  little  money  when  I  came 
afhore,  it  was  foon  ipent,  becaufe  I 
let  them  have  (hare  a»d  (hare  while  it 
«  lattcd. 
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1,1>-J.      llowi-  m  vcr,   I  mould  h:ive 
••mbeiiil    the   old   l.!\i::g, 

when    they 

>  hold  unliowcJ,  tht  • 
all  !i.n.>K  iv)  (huoling  and  la 
jnd  hft.iufe  1  would  nut  • 

I!  at  the   I.  ,    niulcd  to 

J.IVK  me  the  !<;>ll  a£(UQCC{  fo  that 
1    ha\c   not   bioke    biead    thele    two 
s.'       I   was  iliDcked  at    tlie    ex- 
.:y    of    his    diiirti's,     and    onl:irri 
bread  i  clut-u-,    HIK!  wsne,  to  be 
bfpMght  immediately,  ,hun- 

\>niil  a  tin.;. it' c  <•(  iliukens  could 
h'  pi  j.udl.  \\tun  he  had  recruited 
Ink  Ipirits  with  in.s  i.ou.Jy  i^ic.  I  de- 
liii  .1  (o  know  the  p-miculai  s  ot  hU  pe- 
rt-^rinaticin,  fni'-e  the  accident  at  Cape 
Tibcioon;  which  were  butfiy  thele: 
The  ruonry  he  had  about  him  being  all 
Iprnt  at  Port  Lotiis,  the  civility  and 
l.i'lptalily  of  the  Fu'iich  cooled  to  fuch 
a  dcgiet-,  that  he  was  obliged  to  lilt  on 
ot  one  of  their  kind's  fliips  as  a 
common  foitmalt  man,  to  prevent  hini- 
'.>..!  from  llarving  on  (i)Oie.  In  this 
fituation  hecoiUmutd  two  ye.iis,  during 
which  time  he  had  acquired  lome  know- 
ledge cf  their  language,  and  the  lepu- 
tation  of  a  good  teamen:  tiie  ihip  he 
beloagcd  to  was  orc'fitd  home  to 
France,  where  (he  was  laid  up,  as  unfit 
lor  it r vice,  and  he  was  received  on 
board  ol  i-ne  of  Monfieur  D'Anhn's 
(qnattron,  in  quality  ot  a  quaiter •  maf- 
Ttr ;  wiiich  i;ttice  he  peitormtd  in  a 
voyage  to  the  Writ  lruii<s,  wi.tic  they 
tng^iged  wuh  our  (liip  as  t>< ; 
but  his  conicience  upbraiding  him  ior 
ierving  the  cn<  mies  ot  his  cuuntry,  he 
quiiud  the  mip  at  the  fa  me  p'ace  wliere 
lie  fint  lilted,  and  got  to  Cmafoa  in  a 
Dutch  vefTeljtheic  he  bargained  with 
a  Ikipper  hound  to  Europe,  to  work  tor 
his  patfage  to  Holland,  trom  whence  he 
was  in  hopes  ot  IK-JI  in:;  ii  um  iiis  ti  ientls 
in  England;  but  he  was  calt  aw:iy,  as 
he  mentioned  before,  on  tlie  Fi<  nJi 
coaft,  and  n.ult  have  been  i<.iu<.ed  to 
the  necellity  of  tiavellm^  on  fi'ot  to 
Holland,  and  begging  tot  hislubfiltence 
on  the  roa'l,  or  of  entering  on  board 
of  another  Fi'.nch  man  of  war,  at  the 
hazard  ot  being  treated  as  adeferter,  if 
Piovidence  had  not  lent  me  to  his  Juc- 
cour-  '  And  now,  my  lad,'  continued 
he,  '  I  think  I  ilu.ll  Itecr  my  courftdi- 
4  icftly  to  Lotulcn,  whcie  i  do  not 
'  duubt  ot  being  icpl  ..<.-J,  .aid  ot  iuv- 
'  in^  the  K  uken  tfi  me  by  the  lards 
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of  the  admirilty,  to  whom  I  intend 
to  write  a  pen  _i   forth  n\J 

caiV:  it  I  fucctcd,  I  (hall  lidvewheic- 
witha!   to   give  )ou  fome   v,m'itauce, 
beotife  wlitu  1   ktt  the  flvp,   '  had 
two  ytai"  p'V  title  to  me;  thcielcTC  I 
dcfiie  to  know  whither  )ouaieboumli 
and  betides,  perhaps,  i  may  luve  in- 
'cittt  enough  to  piocurc  a  warrant  ap- 
pointing  you  fuigeon's   mate  of  the 
fhip  to  which  I  ih.il I  belong.     For  tlie 
beadle  of  the  admiralty  is  jmy  good 
fiicndj  and  lie  and  one  of  the  under, 
clerks  are  fworn  bi others,  and  that 
under-clcik  has  a  good  deal  to  /ay 
with  one  of  tin  uppcr-clciks,  who  is 
very  wrll  known  to  tlie  under- fecre- 
tary,  who,  upon  his  recommendation, 
I   hope  will  recommend  my  affair  to 
the  tirlt  lixmary;  and  he  again  will 
;.  to  one  ot  the  loi  Js  in  my  be- 
half: i'o  that  you  fee  1  do  not  want 
friends  to  a  (lift  me  on  occafion.'    A$ 
for  tlie  felloe  Crampley,  tho't  I  know 
him  not,  I  am  line  he  is  neither  Ica- 
uuiii  nor  officer,  by  what  you  have 
told  me,  or  elfe  he  could  r.tver  be  fo 
much  miilaken  in  his  reckoning,  a* 
to  run  the  fliip  on  fnore  on  the  coaft 
of  SufTex,  before  he  believed  himfelf 
in  foundings:  neither,  when  that  ac- 
cident happened,  would  he  have  left 
the  (hip  until  file  had  been  ftove  to 
pieces,  especially  when  the  tide  wa« 
making;  wherefore  by  this  time  I  do 
fuppolc  he  has  been  tried  by  a  cowt- 
manial,   and  executed  for  his  cow- 
aidive  and  mifconducl.'     I  could  not 
h  •}•   fmiiing  at  the  defcription  of  my 
u  ncle's  ladder,  by  which  he  propoied  to 
climb  to  the  attention  of  the  board  of 
:id:i,i;  my;    and    though    1    knew    the 
world  too  well   to  confide  in  luch  de- 
pendance  myielf,  I  would  not  difcou- 
rage  him  with  doubts;  but  atked  it  he 
had  no  friend  in  London  who  would 
advance  a  final!  turn  of  mor.ty  to  ena- 
b  e  him  to  appeal  as  he  ought,  and  make 
a  I'mali  t-jrfcnt  to  the  undei-kcretary, 
who  might  pollibly  dilpatch  I. is  buh- 
n-('s  the  Cooner  on  that  account.     He 
'. ;  a::d,  alter  lome  re- 
colicftion,  replied,  '  Why,  yes,  I  be- 
lieve   D-imci    Whipcord,    the   flup- 
chsndlcr  in  Wapping,  would  not  re- 
tiiie  n. e  fuch  a  Ini.i.l  nrattcr.     I  know 
I   can    have  what  ciedit  I  want  for 
lodging,  liquor,  and  deaths;  but  at 
to  money,  1  won't  bepoutive:  had  ho- 
iiiuck  been  living,  I  Ihould  not 
'  hare 
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'  have  been  at  a  lofs.'  I  was  heartily 
forry  to  find  a  worthy  man  fo  ddtiture 
of  triends,  when  he  had  fuch  need  of 
them;  and  looked  upon  my  own  fitua- 
tion  as.lefs  mi/erable  than  his,  becaufe 
I  was  better  acquainted  with  the  fel- 
fiihnefs  and  roguery  of  mankind;  con- 
fequently  lefs  liable  to  disappointment 
and  impofition. 


CHAP.    VI. 

HE  TAKES  HIS  PASSAGE  IN  A  CUT- 
TER  FOR  DEAL— WE  ARE  ACCOS- 
TED BY  A  PRIEST,  WHO  PROVES 
TO  BE  A  SCOTCHMAN — HIS  PRO- 
FESSION OF  FRIENDSHIP — HE  IS 
AFFRONTED  BY  THE  LIEUTE- 
NANT, WHO  AFTERWARDS  AP- 
PEASES HIM  BY  SUBMISSION — 
MY  UNCLE  EMBARKS — I  AM  IN- 
TRODUCED BY  A  PRIEST  TO  A 
CAPUCHIN,  IN  WHOSE  COMPANY 
JSETOUT  FOR  PARIS — THE  CHA- 
RACTER OF  MY  FELLOW-TRA- 
VELLER— AN  ADVENTURE  ON 
THE  ROAD — I  AM  SHOCKED  AT 
HIS  BEHAVIOUR. 

WHEN  our  repaft  was  ended,  we 
walked  down  to  the  harbour, 
where  we  found  a  cutter  that  was  to 
i'ail  for  Deal  in  the  evening,  and  Mr. 
Bowling  agreed  for  his  pafVage:  in 
the  mean  time  we  launtered  about  the 
town  to  fatisfy  our  curiofity,  our  con- 
verlation  turning  on  the  fubjecl:  of  my 
defigns,  which  were  not  as  yet  fixed : 
neither  can  it  be  iuppofed  that  my  mind 
Was  at  eafe,  when  I  found  myfelf  re- 
duced to  almolt  extreme  poverty,  in 
the  midlt  of  foreigners,  among  whom 
I  had  not  one  acquaintance  to  adviie  or 
befriend  me.  My  uncle  was  fer.fible 
of  my  forlorn  condition,  and  preffed  me 
to  accompany  him  to  England,  where 
he  did  not  doubt  of  finding  fome  fort 
of  provifion  for  me :  but  befides  the 
other  reafons  I  had  for  avoiding  that 
kingdom,  I  looked  upon  it,  at  this  time, 
as  the  worft  country  in  the  univerfe  for 
a  poor  hondt  man  to  live  in;  and  there- 
fore determined  to  remain  in  France  at 
all  events.  I  was  confirmed  in  this  re- 
folution  by  a  reverend  prieft,  who  paf- 
iing  by  at  this  time,  and  over  hearing 
us  fpeak  Englifo,  accofted  us  in  the 
fame  language,  telling  us  he  was  or.r 
countryman,  and  wishing  it  might  bs 


in  his  power  to  do  us  any  fervice.  We 
thanked  this  grave  perfon  for  his  cour- 
teous offer,  and  invited  him  to  drink  a 
gln'.'s  with  us,  which  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  reftife,  and  we  went  all  toge- 
ther into  a  tavern  of  his  recommending. 
After  having  drank  to  our  healths  in  a 
bumper  of  good  Burgundy,  he  began 
to  enquire  into  our  fituation,  particu- 
larly the  place  of  our  nativity;  which 
wenolooner  named,  than  he  Parted  up, 
and  wringing  our  hands  with  great  fer- 
vour, fhed  a  flood  of  tears,  crying,  '  I 
'  come  from  the  fame  part  of  the  coun- 
4  try!  perhaps  you  are  my  own  rela- 
*  tions.'  I  was  on  my  guard  againll  his 
carefles,  which  I  fofpe&ed  very  much, 
when  I  remembered  the  adventure  of 
the  money-dropper;  but  without  any 
appearance  of  diffidence,  obferved,  that 
as  he  was  born  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  he  mitft  certainly  know  our  fa- 
milies, which  (howlbevermean  our  pre- 
fent  appearance  might  be)  were  none  of 
the  moft  obfcure  or  inconsiderable. 
Then  Idifcovered  our  names,  to  which 
I  found  he  was  no  Stranger;  he  had 
known  my  grandfather  perfonally;  and, 
notwithstanding  an  abfence  of  fifty 
years  from  Scotland,  recounted  fo  ma- 
ny particulars  of  the  Families  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  my  Ycruples  were 
entirely  removed,  and  I  thought  myfelf 
happy  in  his  acquaintance.  In  the 
courle  of  our  conversation,  I  difclofed 
my  condition  without  relerve,  and  dif- 
played  my  talents  to  fuch  advantage, 
that  the  old  father  looked  upon  me  with 
admiration,  and  afTured  me  that  if  I 
ftaid  in  France,  and  lillsned  to  reafon, 
I  could  not  fail  of  making  my  fortune, 
to  which  he  would  contribute  all  in  his 
power. 

My  uncle  began  to  be  jealous  of  the 
prieft's  infmuation,  and  very  abruptly 
declared,  that  if  ever  I  mould  renounce 
my  religion,  he  would  break  off  all 
conne6lion  and  correfpondence  with  me; 
for  it  was  his  opinion,  that  no  honed 
man  would  fwerve  from  the  principles 
in  which  he  was  bred,  whether  Turkifb, 
Proteftant,  or  Roman.  The  father, 
affronted  at  this  declaration,  with  great 
vehemence,  began  a  long  difcourfe,  let- 
ting  forth  the  danger  of  obftinacy,  and 
/hutting  one's  eyes  againlt  the  light: 
he  faid  that  ignorance  would  be  no  pica 
towards  justification,  when  we  had  op- 
portunities of  being  better  inforinedj 
and  that  if  the  minds  of  people  had  not 

been 
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been  open  to  conviclion,  the   Chiiltian 
religion  could  not  have  been  propaga- 
ted in  the  world;  and  we  mould   now 
be  in  a  Ihte  ut  Pagan  dai  knefi  and  bar- 
l>.Liityi    he   endeavouied   to  prove,  by 
lomc  texts  of  fcripture,  and  many  quo- 
tations from  the  fathers,  thai  the  Pope 
was  thefucctflbrof  St.  Peter,  and  vicar 
of  jefus  Chrift;    that  the    church    of 
Rome   uas    the    true,    holy,    catholic 
chinch;  and   tint  the  Ptoteltant   faith 
w.is  an  impious  herefy,  and  damnable 
ichil'in,    by  which    many    millions   of 
fculs  would  I'urivr  evrlalting  perditirM. 
When  he  had  tiiv.lhed  his  fcrmon,  which 
I   thought  he   pronounced   with   more 
7.fU  thun  difcretion,   he  addrifled  him- 
felf  to  my  untie,  and  defired  to  know 
his  objections   to  what  had  been  fan). 
The   lieutenant,    whofe  attention  had 
been  wholly  eagrofled  bv  his  own  af- 
tairs,  took  the  pipe  out  of  his  mouth, 
and  replied,  «  As  for  »r.e,  friend,  d'ye 
•    fee,  I  have  no  objection  to  wh^t  you 
fay,  it  may  be  either  true  or  fallc  for 
what  I  know;  I  meddle  with  nobo- 
dy's afF^iis  but  mv  own:  the  gunner 
to  his  linttock,  and  the  (teeriman  to 
the  helm,  as  the  fayng  is.     I  tn.lt  to 
no  creed  but  the  compafs,  and  do  •  n- 
to  every  man  as  I  would  be  done  by ; 
fo  that  I  defy  the  pope,  the  devil,  and 
the  pretender;  and  hope  to  be  Caved 
as  well  as  another.'    This  ?ffbci»tion 
of   perfons   gave  great  ofFuice  to  the 
friar,  who  proielled  in  a  mighty  pafTion, 
that  if  Mr.  U^wling  had  not  been  his 
countryman,  he  would  have  cuufcd  him 
to  be  impriloned  for  his  infolence.     I 
ventured  to   difapprove  of  my  uncle's 
rafhtufs,  and  appealed  the  old  gentle- 
man, by  afluring  him  there  was  no  of- 
fence intended   by  my  kinfman,   who 
by  this  time,  fenfihleof  hi*  error,  (hook 
the  injured  party  by  the  hand,  and  alked 
pa rd CMI  for  the  freedom  he  had  taken. 
Matters  l^eing  amicably  corn j»romi led, 
lie'invited  us  to  come  and  lee  him  in  the 
•afternoon  at  the  convent  to  which  he 
belonged,  and  took   his  leave  for  the 
prclent;  when  my  uncle  recommended 
it  ftion^ly  to  me  to  perlVveie  in  the  re- 
ligion of  my  forefathers,  whatever  ad- 
vantages 1  might  propole  to  myfelf  by 
a  change,  which  could  not  fail  of  oil 
gracing  myi'rlf,  and  diftionouring  my 
family.     I  allured  him  no  confutation 
fhoulci  induce  me  to  forfeit  his  fritnd- 
jhip  and   good  opinion  on  that  (core; 
at  which  ailurance  be  diicovmd  grtat 
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fatisfa&ion,  and  put  me  in  mind  of  din- 
ner, which  we  immediately  befpoke, 
und  when  it  was  rendy  ate  together. 

I  iimgined  my  acquaintance  with  the 
Siortifh  prieft,  if  properly  managed, 
might  turn  out  to  my  advantage,  and 
thereforerefblved  to  cultivate  it  as  much 
as  I  coul. I.  With  this  view  we.vifitrd 
hun  ;.t  his  convent,  according  to  his  in- 
vitation, where  he  treated  us  with  wine 
;tn  I  iWeetmeati,  and  fliewecl  us  every 
thing  that  was  remarkable  in  the  mo- 
nafteiy.  Having  been  thus  entertained, 
we  took  our  leave,  thot'E[h  not  before  I 
liad  piomiicil  to  ;  '  v;  and 

the  time  fixed  for  my  uncle  s  uiibaik- 
ing  being  cpme,  I  accompanied  him  to 
the  luibour,  and  fa-.v  him  on  board. 
We  parted  not  without  t«  ars,  after  we 
had  embraced  ami  wimed  one  another 
a!l  manner  of  profperity;  and  he  en- 
treated me  to  w  rile  to  him  often,  direft- 
ing  to  Liemt-nant  Bowling,  at  the  fign 
of  the  Union  Flag,  near  the  Hermitage, 
London. 

I   returned  to  the  houfe  in  which  we 
had  met,  where  I  pa  fled  the  night  in  a 
veiy  folitary  manner,  reflecting  on  the 
feventy  of  my  fate,  and  endeavouring 
to  project  fome  likely  ichernr  of  lite  for 
•  he   future j   but   my    invention    failed 
me;  I  law  nothing  hut  unluimoiiiita- 
ble  difficulties  in  my  way,  and  was  tea  jy 
to    defpair  at    the   milerable  prolpecl! 
That  I  might  not,  however,  neglect  any 
probable  means,  I  got  up  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  went  diieclly  to  the  father, 
v*lioie  advice  and  amitance  I  implored. 
He  received  me  very  kindly,  ;<nd  gave 
me  to    underftand  that  there  w^s  one 
way  of  life  in  which  a  pei  Con  of  my  ta- 
lents could  not  tail  of  making  a  great 
figure.    I  guellud  his  meaning,  and  told 
him, once  for  all,  I  was  fully  determined 
againlt  any  alteiation  in  point  of  reli- 
gion, therefore  if  his  propofal  regarded 
the  church,  lie  mu'ht  Cave  himfejf  the 
trouble  of  explaining  it.     He  (hook  his 
head,andfigher!,  la>  .ng,  'All!  fon,  fon, 
what  a  glorious  pi-ulpcct  is  here  fpoil- 
cd  by  yonr  Ihibb  i  o  piejudice!   Suf- 
fer ycurfelf  to   he  per'.naded  by  rea- 
lon,   and  ci.nli.lt   \our  :-n:}>   raj  wel- 
faie,  HS  well  as  the  conccins  of  your 
«terna!  foul.     I  can,  by  my  in'erdf, 
procure  your  a>imifllon  as  a  noviciaie 
into  this  convent,   where  ]  will   fu- 
pei  intend  and  <lirrcst  you  with  a  truly 
paternal  affcciion.'    Then  he  launch- 
ed out  into  ihc  pruiles  of  a  monaliic 
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life,  which  no  noife  dilturbs,  no  cares 
moleft,  and  no  danger  invades;  where 
the  heart  is  weaned   from    carnal  at- 
tachments,   the  grcfler  appetites   fub- 
dued  aridchaftifed,  and  the  foul  waitc  i 
to  divine  regions   of  philofophy   and 
truth,  on  the  wing-;  of  (tudious  con- 
templation.   But  his  eloquence  was  loft 
upon    me,    whom    two    conliderations 
enabled  to  withftand  his  temptations; 
namely,  my  promife  to  my  uncle,  and 
my  averfion  to  an  ecclefialtical  life;  for 
as  to  the  difference  of  religion,  I  look- 
ed upon  it  as  a  thing  of  too  fmall  mo- 
ment to  come  in  competition   with  a 
man's  fortune.     Finding  me  immove- 
able  on  this   head,  he  told  me  he  was 
more  lorry  than  offended  at  my  non- 
compliance,  and  llili  ready  to  employ 
his  good  offices  in  my  behalf.     '  The 
fame    erroneous    maxims,'    faid   he, 
that  obftrucl  your  promotion  in  the 
church,  will  infallibly  prevent  ycxir 
advancement   in    the    army;    but    if 
you  can  brook  the  condition  of  a  fer- 
vant,    I    am    acquainted   with    fome 
people  of  rank  at  Vevfaillcs,  to  whom 
I  can  give  you  letters  of  recommen- 
dation, that  you  may  be  entertained 
by  fome  one  of  them  in  quality  of 
maitre  d*  hotel',  and  I  do  not  doubt 
that  your  qualifications  will  loon  en- 
title you  to  a  better  provision.'      I 
embraced  .his  offer  with  great  eager- 
nefs,    and   he   appointed  me   to  come 
back  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  would 
not  only  give  me  letters,  but  likewife 
introduce  me  to  a  capuchin  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, who  intended  to  fet  out  for 
Paris  next  morning,  in  whofe  company 
I  might  travel,    without  being  at  the 
expence  of  one  livre  during  the  whole 
journey.    This  piece  of  good  news  gave 
me  infinite  pleafure;  I   acknowledged 
my  obligation  to  the  benevolent  father 
in  the  molt  grateful  expreffions;  and 
he  performed  his  promife  to  a  tittle,  in 
delivering  the  letters,  and  making  me 
acquainted    with    the   capuchin,    with 
whom  I  departed  next  morning  by  break 
of  day. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  difcovered 
my  fellow  traveller  to  be  a  merry  face- 
tious fellow,  who,  notwithstanding  his 
proftflion  and  appearance  of  mortifi- 
cation, loved  good  eating  and  drinking 
better  than  his  rofary,  and  paid  mote 
adoration  to  a  pretty  girl  than  to  the 
Virgin  Mary.,  or  St.  Genevieve.  He 
was  a  thick  brawny  young  man,  with 


red  eye- brow,  a  hook-  nofe,  a  face  ro- 
vered  with  freckles;  and  his  name  was 
Frere  Balthazar.  His  order  did  not 
permit  him  to  wear  linen,  fo  that  hav- 
ing little  occafion  to  undref?  himfe!^, 
he  was  none  of  the  cleanli 
in  the  worM;  an::  his  <-or,:i:fi;V-i]  was 
naturally  lb  ffrorij-Jy  Icer.cd,  that  I 
always  thought  it  convenient  to  keep 
to  the  windward  of  him  in  our  march. 
As  he  was  perfectly  well  known  on  the 
road,  we  fared  Aimptuoufly  without 
any  coft,  and  the  fatigue  of  our  journey 
was  much  alleviated  by  the  good-hu- 
mour of  my  companion,  who  fung  an 
infinite  number  of  catches  on  the  fub- 
jefts  of  love  and  wine.  We  took  up 
our  lodging  the  firft  night  at  a  peafant's 
houfe,  not  far  from  Abbeville,  where 
we  were  entertained  with  an  excel- 
lent ragout,  cooked  by  our  landlord's 
daughters,  one  of  whom  was  very 
handfome:  after  having  eaten  heartily, 
and  drank  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fmall 
wine,  we  were  conducted  to  a  barn, 
where  we  found  a  couple  of  carpets 
fpread  upon  clean  ftraw  for  our  recep- 
tion. We  had  not  lain  in  this  fitua- 
tion  above  half  an  hour,  when  we 
heard  fomebody  knock  foftly  at  the 
door,  upon  which  Balthazar  got  up 
and  let  in  our  hoft's  two  daughters, 
who  wanted  to  have  fome  private  con- 
verfation  with  him  in  the  dark;  when 
they  had  whifpered  together  fome  time, 
the  capuchin  came  to  me,  and  afked  if 
I  was  infenfible  to  love,  and  fo  hard- 
hearted as  to  refufe  a  fhare  of  my  bed 
to  a  pretty  maid,  who  had  a  tenure 
for  me.  I  muft  own,  to  my  fhame, 
that  I  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  overcome 
by  my  pafllcn,  and  with  great  earneft- 
nefs  feized  the  occafion,  when  I  un- 
derltood  that  the  amiable  Nanette  was 
to  be  my  bedfellow.  In  vain  did  my 
reafon  fuggeft  the  refpetl  that  I  owed 
to  my  dear  miftrefs,  Ncircifia;  the  idea 
of  that  lovely  charmer  rather  increaled 
than  allayed  the  ferment  of  my  (pints, 
and  the  young  Paifanne  had  no  rea- 
fon to  complain  of  my  remembrance. 
Early  in  the  morning,  the  kind  crea- 
tures left  us  to  our  repofe,  which  lafted 
till  eight  o'clock,  when  we  got  up,  and 
were  treated  at  breakfall  with  choco- 
late and  l"eau  de  *vie,  by  our  para- 
mours, of  whom  we  took  a  tender 
leave,  after  my  companion  had  con- 
fefled  and  given  them  abfolufion. 
While  we  proceeded  on  our  journey, 
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the  converfation  turned  upon  the  night's 
adventure,  being  introduced  by  the  ca- 
puchin, who  aSked  me  how  I  liked  my 
•<£.  I  dccl.ired  myfatisfa&ion,  and 
talked  in  rapture  of  the  agreeable  Na- 
nette; at  which  he  (hook  his  head,  and 
fmiling  f.ijd,  (he  was  a  more eau  four  la 
tonne  bouche.  '  I  never  valued  my- 
'  felf,'  continued  he,  '  upon  anv  thing 
'  16  much  as  the  conquert  of  Nanettej 
'  and,  vanity  apart,  I  have  been  pret- 
*  ty  fortunate  in  my  amours."  This 
infoi  nntion  (hocked  me  not  a  little,  as 
I  was  well  convinced  of  his  intimacy 
with  her  fitter;  and  though  I  did  not 
caie  to  tax  him  with  downright  inceft, 
I  proft'TTcd  my  aftonifhment  at  his  lafl 
right's  choice,  when,  I  fuppofed,  the 
other  was  at  his  devotion.  To  this 
hint  heanfwered,  that  befides  his  natu- 
ral complaifance  to  the  fex,  he  had  ano- 
ther reafon  to  distribute  his  favours 
equally  between  them,  namely,  to 
preferve  peace  in  the  family,  which 
could  not  otherwife  be  maintained; 
that  moreover  Nanette  had  conceived 
an  afleftion  for  me,  and  he  loved  her 
too  well  to  baulk  her  inclination;  more 
elbecialiy,  when  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  obliging  his  friend  at  the  fame  time. 
I  thanked  him  for  this  inStance  of  his 
friendfhip,  though  I  was  extremely  dif- 
gufted  at  his  want  of  delicacy,  and  curf- 
ed  the  occasion  that  threw  me  in  his  way. 
Libertine  as  I  was,  I  could  not  hear 
to  fee  a  man  behave  fo  wide  of  the  cha- 
j  after  he  affumed:  I  looked  upon  him 
as  a  perfon  of  very  little  worth  or  ho- 
nefty,  and  Should  have  even  kept  a  wary 
rye  upon  my  pocket,  if  I  had  thought 
he  could  have  any  temptation  to  (teal. 
But  I  could  not  conceive  the  ufe  of  mo- 
ney to  a  capuchin,  who  is  obliged,  by 
the  rules  of  his  order,  to  appear  like  a 
beggar,  and  enjoys  all  other  neceflaries 
of  life  gratis;  befides,  my  fellow-tra- 
veller feemed  to  be  of  a  complexion  too 
«arelefs  and  fanguine,  to  give  me  any 
apprehenfion  on  that  (core;  fo  that  [ 
proceeded  with  great  confidence,  in  ex- 
peclation  of  being  foon  at  my  jour- 
ney's end. 


CHAP.    VIT. 

WE  LODGE  AT  A  HOUSE  NEAR 
AMIENS,  WHERE  I  AM  ROBBED 
BY"  THE  CAPUCHIN,  WHO  ES- 
CAPES WHILE  I  AM  ASLEEP — I 


CO  TO  NOYONS  IN  SEARCH  OF 
HIM,  BUT  WITHOUT  SUCCESS- 
MAKE  MY  CONDITION  KNOWN 
TO  SEVERAL  PEOPLE,  BUT  FIND 
NO  RELIEF — f.ROW  DESPERATE 
—JOIN  A  COMPANY  OK  SOL- 
DIERS— ENLIST  IN  THE  REGI- 
MENT OF  PICARDY WE  ARE 

ORDERED    INTO     GERMANY  t 

FIND  THE  FATIGUES  OF  THE 
MARCH  ALMOST  INTOLERABLE 
— OJJARREL  WITH  MY  COMRADE 
IN  A  DISPUTE  ABOUT  POLI- 
TICKS—HE CHALLENGES  ME  TO 
THE  FIELD,  WOUNDS  AND  DIS- 
ARMS ME. 

THE  third  night  of  our  pilgrim- 
age,   we  parted  at  a  houfe  near 
Amiens,   where   Balthazar  being  un- 
known, we  fupped  upon  indifferent  fare, 
and  four  wine,  and  were  fain  to  lie  in 
a  garret  upon  an  old  mattras,  which, 
I  believe,   had  been  in  the  poSTeffion  of 
ten    thoufand  myriads  of  fleas,   time 
out  of  mind.     We  did  not  invade  their 
territory  with  impunity;  in  lefs  than  a 
minute  we  were  attacked  by  (tings  in- 
numerable; in   fpite  of  which,   how- 
ever, we  fell  fa(t  afleep,  being  excef- 
fively  fatigued  with  our  day's  march, 
and  did  not  wake  till  nine  next  morn- 
ing; when,  feeing  myfelf  alone,  I  Start- 
ed  up  in  a  terrible  fright,  and  examin- 
ing my  pockets,  found  my  prefaging 
fear    too   true!     My    companion   had 
made  free  with  my  cafh,   and  left  m« 
to  feek  my  way  to  Paris  by  myfelf!  I 
ran  down  itairs  immediately;  and  with 
a  look  full  of  grief  and  amazement, 
enquired  for  the  mendicant;  who,  they 
gave  me  to  understand,  h.id  let  out  four 
hours  before,    after    having  told  them. 
I  was  a  little  i^Jifpored,   and  uefired  I 
might   not   be  disturbed,   but   be  in- 
formed when  I  Should  wake  that  he  had 
taken  the  road  for  Noyons,  where  he 
would  wait  for  my  coming,  at  the  Coq 
d'Or.     I  fpoke  not  a  word,  but  with  a 
heavy  heart  directed   my  courfe  to  that 
place,  at  which  I  arrived  in  the  after- 
noon, fainting  with  wearinefs  and  hun- 
ger: but  learned,  to  my  utte-r  confufion, 
that  no  Such  pcrfon    hau    been    therel 
It  was  happy  for  me,  that  I  had  a  good 
deal  of  relentment  in  my  constitution^ 
which  animated  me  on  ftich  occafion« 
againft  the  villainy  of  mankind,    and 
enabled  me  to  bear  misfortunes  other- 
wile  intolerable.     Boiling  with  indig- 
U  nation. 
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nation,  I  difcovered  to  the  hoft  my  de- 
plorable condition,  and  inveighed  with 
great  bitternefs  againft  the  treachery  of 
Balthazar:    at  which   he  fhrugged  up 
his    moulders;    and,    with    a  peculiar 
grimace  in  his  countenance,   (aid,  he 
was  forry  for  my  misfortune;  but  there 
was  no  remedy  like  patience.     At  that 
inftant  fome  guefts  arrived,  to  whom 
he  haftened  to  offer  his  fervice,  leaving 
me  mortified  at  his  indifference,    and 
fully  perfuaded  that  an    inn-keeper  is 
the  fame  fordid  animal  all  the  world 
over.     While    I    flood    in    the  porch, 
forlorn  and  undetermined,  venting  eja- 
culations of  curfes  againft  the  thief  who 
robbed  me,  and  the  old  prieft  who  re- 
commended him  to  my  friend  (hip,    a 
young   gentleman   richly   drafted,    at- 
tended by  a  valet  de  chambre  and  two 
fervants  in  livery,  arrived  at  the  inn. 
I  thought  I  perceived  a  great  deal  of 
Iweetnefs  and  good -nature  in  his  coun- 
tenance; therefore  he  had  no  fooner  a- 
lighted  than  I  acceded  him,  and  in  a 
few  words  explained  my  fituation:  he 
liftened  with  great  politenefs,  and  when 
I  had  made  an  end  of  my  ftory  faid, 
*  Well,    monfieur,    what  would   you 
•*  have  me  to  do?'    I  was   effectually 
abafhed  at  this  interrogation,  which  I 
believed  no  man  of  common  fenfe  or 
generofity  could  make,  and  made  no 
other  reply  than  a  low  bow:  he  return- 
ed the  compliment  ftill  lower,  and  tript 
into  an  apartment,   while  the  landlord 
let  me  know,  that  my  ftanding  there  to 
interrupt   company  gave  offence,    and 
might  do  him  infinite  prejudice.     He 
had  no  occafion  to  repeat  his  infinua- 
tion;  I  moved  from  the  place  immedi- 
ately;   and  was  fo   much   tranfported 
with  grief,  anger,  and  difdain,  that  a 
torrent  of  blood  gufhed  from  my  nof- 
trils.     Inthisextafy,  I  quitted  Noyons, 
and  betook  myfeif  to  the  fields,  where 
I  wandered  about  like  one  diftracled, 
till  myfpirits  were  quite  exhaufted,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  throw  myfeif  down  at 
the  root  of  a  tree,  to  reft  my  wearied 
limbs.     Here  my  rage  forfook  me;  I 
began  to  feel  the  importunate  cravings 
of  nature,  and  relapfed  into  filent  for- 
row,  and  melancholy  reflection.     I  re- 
volved all  the  crimes  I  had  been  guilty 
of,  and  found  them  fo  few  and  venial, 
that  I  could  not  comprehend  the  juf- 
tice  of  that  Providence,  which,  after 
having  expofed  me  to  fo  much  wretch- 
ednefs  and  danger,  Jeft  me  a  prey  to 


famine  at  laft  in  a  foreign  country*! 
where  I  had  not  one  friend  or  acquain- 
tance to  clofe  my  eyes,  and  do  the  laft 
offices  "of  humanity  to  my  rniferable 
carcafe.  A  thoufand  times  I  wifhed 
myfeif  a  bear,  that  I  might  retreat  to 
woods  and  defarti,  far  from  the  in- 
hofpitable  haunts  of  man,  where  I 
could  live  by  my  own  talents,  indepen- 
dent of  treacherous  friends,  and  fuper- 
cilious  fcoin. 

As  I  lay  in  this   manner  groaning 
over  my  haplefs  fate,  I  heard  the  found 
of  a  violin;  and,  railing  my  head,  per- 
ceived a  company  of  men   and    women 
dancing  on  the  grafs  at  fome   diftance 
from  me.     I  looked  upon  this  to  be  a 
favourable  feafon  for  diftrefs  to  attract 
compaffion,  when  every  felfifli  thought 
is  banifhed,  and  the  heart  dilated  with 
mirth  and  focial  joy;  wherefore  I  got 
up  and  approached  thofe  happy  people, 
whom  I  ibon  difcovered  to  be  a  party 
of  foldiers,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren,   unbending  and  diverting  them- 
felves  at  this  rate,   after  the  fatigue  of 
a    march.     I    had   never    before   feen. 
fuch  a  parcel  of  fcare-crows  together, 
neither  could  I  reconcile  their  meagre 
gaunt  looks,  their  fquallid  and  ragged 
attire,  and  every  other  external  fymp- 
tom  of  extreme  woe,  with  this  appear- 
ance of  feftivity.     I  faluted  them,  how- 
ever, and  was  received  with  great  po- 
litenefsj    after   which   they    formed    a 
ring,    and   danced  around  me.     Thi« 
jollity  had  a  wonderful  effect  upon  my 
fpirits!    I  was  infected  with  their  gai- 
ety, and,  in  fpite  of  my  difmal  fituation, 
forgot  my  cares,    and  joined   in  fheir 
extravagance.     When  we  had  recreated 
ourfelves  a  good   while   at  this  diver- 
fion,  the  ladies  fpread  their  manteaus 
on  the  ground,  upon  which  they  emp- 
tied their   knapfacks  of  fome  onions, 
coarfe  bread,  and  a  few  flafks  of  poor 
wine:  being  invited  to  a  (hare  of   the 
banquet,  I  fat  down  with  the  reft,  and 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  never 
made  a  more  comfortable  meal.     When 
our  repaft  was  ended,  we  got  up  again 
to  dance;  and  now  that  I  found  my- 
feif refrefhed,  I  behaved  to  the  admi- 
ration of  every   body:    I   was  loaded 
with  a  thoufand  compliments  and  pro- 
feffions  of  friend/hip;    the  men  com- 
mended my  perfon  and  agility,  and  the 
women  were  loud  in  praile  of  rny  bonnt 
grace;  the  ferjeant  in  particular,    ex- 
preffsd  f<?  much   regard  for  me,   and 
defcribed 
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ibeJ  the  pleafures  of  a  foldiei  's  lifr, 
l  I,  that  I  began  to  liltrn 

to  his  propofal  of  entitling  me  in  the 
fervicej  anil  the  inoic  I  confidercd  my 
own  condition,  the  more  I  was  con- 
vinced of  the  neceflity  I  wan  under 
to  come  to  a  fpeedy  determination. 
»  therefore  maturely  weighed  the 
circumftances  fro  and  con,  I  fignified 
my  content,  and  was  admitted  into  the 
regiment  of  Picardy,  faid  to  be  the 
oldeft  corps  in  Europe.  The  company 
to  which  this  command  belonged  was 
quartered  at  a  village  not  far  otF,  whi- 
ther we  marched  next  day,  and  I  was 
prefented  to  my  captain,  who  fecmed 
very  well  pleated  with  my  appearance, 
gave  me  a  crown  to  drink,  and  ordered 
me  to  be  accommodated  with  cloaths, 
arms,  and  accoutrements.  Then  I 
fold  my  livery  fuit,  purchafed  linen; 
and  as  I  was  at  great  pains  to  learn  the 
exercife,  in  a  very  fhort  time  became  a 
compleat  foldier. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  received 
orders  to  join  feveral  more  regiment*, 
and  march  with  all  expedition  into 
Germany,  in  order  to  reinforce  Mar- 
fchal  Due  de  Noailles,  who  was  then 
encamped  with  his  army  on  the  fide 
of  the  River  Mayne,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions  of  the  Englifh,  Hanoverians, 
Aultrians,  and  HdTians,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Stair.  We 
began  our  march  accordingly,  and  then 
I  became  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
a  foldier's  life  to  which  I  had  been  hi- 
therto a  rtranger.  It  is  impolfible  to 
defcribe  the  hunger  and  third  I  fuf- 
tained,  and  the  fatigue  I  underwent  in 


toils  with  alacrity,  under  which  I  was 
ready  to  fink. 

One  day,  while  we  enjoyed  a  halt, 
and  the  Ibldiers  with  their  wives  had 
gone  out  to  dance,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  my  comrade  ftaid  at  home  with 
me,  on  pretence  of  friendship,  and 
intuited  me  with  his  pity  and  confo- 
lation!  He  told  me,  though  I  wa» 
young  and  tender  at  prefent,  I  would 
foon  be  lea  Coned  to  the  fervice;  and 
he  did  not  doubt  but  I  mould  have 
the  honour  to  contribute  in  Tome  mea- 
fure  to  the  glory  of  the  king.  «  Have 
'  courage,  therefore,  my  child,*  faid 
he;  '  and  pray  to  the  good  God,  that 
you  may  be  as  happy  as  I  am,  who 
have  had  the  honour  of  ferving  Louis 
the  Great,  and  of  receiving  many 
wounds  in  helping  to  eftablim  his 
glory.'  When  I  looked  upon  the 
contemptible  object  that  pronounced 
thdc  words,  I  was  amazed  at  the  in- 
fatuation that  poiTefTed  him;  and  could 
not  help  expreffing  my  altonifhment  at 
the  abfurditv  of  a  rational  being,  who 
thinks  himfelf  highly  honoured  in  be- 
ing permitted  to  encounter  abjeft  po- 
verty, oppreffion,  famine,  difeaie,  mu- 
tilation, and  evident  death,  merely  t« 
gratify  the  vicious  ambition  of  a  prince, 
by  whom  his  fufferings  were  difregard- 
ed,  and  his  name  utterly  unknown.  I 
obferved,  that  if  his  fituation  was  the 
confluence  of  compulsion,  I  would 
praife  his  patience  and  fortitude  in  bear- 
ing his  lotj  if  he  had  taken  up  arms 
in  defence  of  his  injured  country,  ht 
was  to  be  applauded  for  his  patriotifrnj 
or  if  he  had  fled  to  this  way  of  life  as  a 


a  march  of  fo  many  hundred  miles;    refuge  from  a  greater  evil,  he  was  juf- 


during  which,  I  was  fo  much  chafed 
with  the  heat  and  motion  of  my  limbs, 
that  in  a  very  fhort  time  the  infide  of 
my  thighs  and  legs  were  deprived  of 
(km,  and  I  proceeded  in  the  utmoft 
torture.  This  misfortune  I  owed  to 
the  plumpneisof  my  conftitutton,  which 
I  curfed,  and  envied  the  withered  con- 
dition of  my  comrades,  whofe  bodies 
could  not  fpare  juice  enough  to  fupply 
a  common  iffue,  and  were  indeed  proof 
againlt  all  manner  of  friclion.  The 
continual  pain  I  ftlt  made  me  fretful, 
and  my  peevifhneft  was  increnfed  by 
the  mortification  of  my  pride  in  feeing 
thofc  miferable  wretches,  whom  a  hard 
gale  of  wind  would  have  fcattered 
the  air  like  chaff,  bear  thoi; 


tifiable  in  his  own  confcience,  (though 
I  could  have  no  notion  of  mifery  mors 
extreme  than  that  he  fuffered;)  but  t» 
put  his  condition  on  the  footing  of  con- 
ducing to  the  glory  of  his  prince,  wag 
no  more  than  pro  felling  hiinfelf  a  def- 
perate  (lave,  who  voluntarily  under- 
went the  utmoft  wretchednels  and  peril, 
and  committed  the  molt  flagrant  crimes, 
to  footh  the  barbarous  pride  of  a  fel- 
low creature,  his  iuperior  in  nothing 
but  the  power  he  derived  from  the  fub- 
miflion  of  iuch  wretches  as  nun.  The 
foldier  was  very  much  affronted  ar  the 
liberty  I  took  with  his  king,  which 
he  faid  nothing  but  my  ignorance  could 
excufe.  He  aiHrmcd,  that  the  charac- 
ter! «f  priuces  were  faucd,  «uid  ought 
U  ft  cot 
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not  to  be  profaned  by  the  cenfure  of 
their  fubjecls,  who  were  bound  by 
their  allegianceto  obeytheircommands, 
of  what  nature  foever,  without  fcruple 
or  repining:  and  advifed  me  to  cor- 
rect the  rebellious  principles  I  had  im- 
bibed among  the  Engiifh;  who,  for 
their  infolence  to  their  kings,  were  no- 
torious all  over  the  world,  even  to  a 
proverb. 

In  vindication  of  my  countrymen, 
I  repeated  all  the  arguments  commonly 
ufed  to  prove  that  every  man  has  a  na- 
tural right  to  liberty;  that   allegiance 
and    protection     are    reciprocal}    that 
when  the  mutual  tie  is  broken  by  the 
tyranny  of  the  king,  he  is  accountable 
to  the  people  for  his  breach  of  contract, 
and  fubject  to  the  penalty  of  the  law; 
and  that  thofe  infurrections  of  the  Eng- 
lifli,  which  are  branded  with  the  name 
of  rebellion,  by  the  flaves  of  arbitrary 
power,  were  no  other  than  glorious  ef- 
forts to  refcue  that  independence  which 
was  their  birthright  from  the  ravenous 
claws    of    ufurpmg     ambition.     The 
Frenchman,  provoked  at  the  little  de- 
ference I  paid  to  the  kingly  name,   loft 
all  patience,  and  reproached  me  in  fucli 
a  manner,  that  my  temper  foi  fook  me, 
and  I  clenched  my  fift,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  give  him  a  hearty  box  on  the  ear. 
Perceiving  my  defign,  he  ftarted  buck, 
and  demanded    a   parley,  upon   which 
I  checked  my  indignation,  and  he  gave 
me  to  undeiftand,    that  a  Frenchman 
never  forgave  a  blow;   therefore,  if  I 
was  not  weary  of  my  life,  I  would  do 
well  to  fpare  him   that  mortification, 
and  do  him  the  honour  of  meafurmg 
his  Iword  with  mine  like  a  gentleman. 
I  took  his  advice,   and  followed  him 
to  a  field  hard  by,  where  indeed  I  was 
alhamed  at  the  pitiful  figure  of  my  an- 
tagonift,  who  was  a  poor,  little,  fhiver- 
jng  creature,    decrepit  with  age,    and 
blind  of  one  eye.     But  I  foon  found 
the  folly  of  judging  from  appearances; 
being  at  the  fecond  pafs  wounded  in 
the  iwoid-hand,  and  immediately  dif- 
armed  with  I'uch  a  jerk,  that  I  thought 
the  joint  was  diflocated.      I  was  no  lefs 
confounded  than  enraged  at  this  event, 
especially  as  my  adveriary  did  not  bear 
his  fucceis  with  all  the  moderation  that 
might  have  been  expected  j  for  he  in- 
filled upon  my  alking  pardon  for  af- 
fronting his  king  and  him.     This  pro- 
poial    1  would    by  no   means   comply 
witLj  but  told  him  it  was  a  mean  con- 


defcenfion,  which  no  gentleman  in  h"» 
circumftances  ought  to  propqfe,  nor 
any  in  my  fituation  ought  to  perform; 
and  that  if  he  perfifted  in  his  ungene- 
rous demand,  I  would  in  my  turn  claim 
fatisfaction  with  my  mulkrt,  when  we 
mould  be  more  upon  a  par  than  with 
the  fword,  of  which  he  feeined  fo  much 
mailer. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

IN  ORDER  TO  BE  REVENGED,  1 
LEARN  THE  SCIENCE  OF  DE- 
FENCt —  WE  JOIN  THE  MARE- 
SCHAL  DUC  DE  NOAILLES —  ARE 
ENGAGED  WITH  THE  ALLIES 
AT  DETTINGEN,  AND  PUT  TO 
FLIGHT  —  THE  BEHAVIOUR  O? 
THE  FRENCH  SOLDIERS  ON  THAT 
OCCASION  —  1  INDUSTRIOUSLY 
SEEK  ANOTHER  COMBAT  WITH 
THE  OLD  GASCON, AND  VANQUISH 
HIM  IN  MY  TURN — OUR  REGI- 
MENT IS  PUT  INTO  WINTER. 
QUARTERS  AT  RHEIMS,  WHERE 
I  FIND  MY  FRIEND  STRAP — OUR 
RECOGNITION — HE  SUPPLIES  ME 
WITH  MONEY,  AND  PROCURES 
MY  DISCHARGE  —  WE  TAKE  A 
TRIP  TO  PARIS;  FROM  WHENCE 
BY  THE  WAY  OF  FLANDERS  WE 
SET  OUT  FOR  LONDON,  WHERE 

Wfc  SAFELY  ARRIVE. 

E  was  difconcerted  at  this  decla- 
ration, to  which  he  made  no  re- 
ply, but  repaired  to  the  dancers,  a- 
mong  whom  he  recounted  his  victory 
with  many  exaggerations  and  gafco. 
nades;  while  I,  taking  up  my  (word, 
went  to  my  quarters,  and  examined  my 
wound,  which  I  found  was  of  no  con- 
fequence.  The  fame  day,  an  Irifh 
drummer,  having  heard  of  my  mis- 
fortune, vifited  me;  and,  after  having 
condoled  me  on  the  chance  of  war, 
gave  me  to  underftand,  that  he  was 
mafter  of  his  fword,  and  would  in  a 
very  flicrt  time  inftruct  me  fo  thorough- 
ly in  that  noble  fcience,  that  I  mould 
be  able  to  chaftife  the  old  Gafcon  for 
his  infolent  boafting  at  my  expence. 
This  friendly  office  he  proffered  on  pre- 
tence of  the  regard  he  had  for  his 
countrymen;  but  I  afterwards  learned 
the  true  motive  was  no  other  than  a 
jealoufy  he  entertained  of  a  correfpon- 
dence  between  the  Frenchman  and  his 

wife, 
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wife,  which  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
refent  in  perfon.  Be  this  as  it  will,  I 
accepted  liis  oftVr;  and  pr.iftifed  his 
Icflbns  with  fuch  application,  that  I 
foon  believed  myfelf  a  match  for  my 
cor.cjueicr.  In  the  mean  time  we  con- 
tinued our  march,  nnd  arrived  at  the 
camp  of  Marefchil  Noailles,  the  night 
before  the  battle  of  Dettingen.  Not- 
withltamling  the  fatigue  we  had  un- 
dergone, our  regiment  was  one  of  thofe 
that  were  oidcred  next  d.w  to  crofs  the 
river,  under  the  command  of  the  Due 
de  Gramont,  to  take  poflefllon  of  a  nar- 
row defile,  through  which  the  allies 
mud  of  necefluy  have  pafled  at  a  great 
diludvantage,  or  remain  where  they 
were,  nnd  peiilh  for  want  of  provi- 
fion,  if  thty  would  not  condefcend  to 
furrender  at  difcretion.  How  they 
fufrVred  them  (elves  to  be  pent  up  in  this 
manner,  it  is  not  my  province  to  re- 
late; I  mall  only  ohferve,  that  when 
we  had  taken  pofleflion  of  our  ground, 
I  Iieaid  an  old  officer  in  converfation 
with  another  exprefs  a  fitrprize  at  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Srair,  who  had  the 
reputation  of  a  good  general.  But  it 
feems,  at  this»tirr.e,  that  nobleman  was 
over- ruled,  and  only  afted  in  an  in- 
ferior character;  fo  that  no  part  of  the 
blame  could  be  imputed  to  him,  who 
declared  his  difapprobatioti  of  the  ftep, 
in  confequenct  of  which  the  whole 
army  was  in  ths  utmoft  danger;  but 
Providence  or  tleftiny  acled  miracles  in 
their  behalf,  by  difpoling  the  Due  de 
Gramont  to  quit  his  advantageous  poft, 
pafs  the  defile,  and  attack  the  Englifb, 
who  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle 
on  the  phin,  and  who  handled  us  Ib 
roughly,  that  after  having  loft  a  great 
number  of  men,  we  turned  our  backs 
without  ceremony,  and  fled  with  fuch 
precipitation,  that  many  hundreds  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  river  through  pure  fear  and 
confufion;  for  the  enemy  was  fo  gene- 
rous, that  theydid not purfueusone  inch 
of  ground;  and  if  our  conftermtion 
would  have  permitted,  we  might  have 
retreated  with  great  order  and  delibera- 
tion. But  notwithltanding  the  royal 
clemency  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
who  headed  the  allies  in  perfon,  and 
no  doubt  put  a  flop  to  the  carnage,  our 
lofs  amounted  to  5000  men,  among 
whom  were  many  officers  of  diftinclion. 
Our  mifcarriage  opened  a  paflage  for 
the  foe  to  Hanau,  whither  they  imme- 
diately marched,  leaving  their  lick  and 
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wounded  to  the  cart  of  the  French, 
who  next  day  took  poflcfllon  ot  the 
fi>  ul  of  battle,  buried  the  dead,  and 
treated  the  living  with  humanity.  This 
circumstance  was  a  grrat  confolation  to 
us,  who  thence  took  occafion  to  claim 
the  victory;  and  the  genius  of  the 
French  nation  never  appeared  moreeon- 
fpicuons  than  now,  in  the  rhodomon- 
tacles  they  uttered  on  the  fubjtcl  of  their 
grnerofity  and  courage:  every  man, 
by  his  own  account,  performed  feats 
that  eclipfed  all  the  heroes  of  antiquity. 
One  compared  himfelf  to  a  lion  retiring 
at  leifure  from  his  cowardly  purfueis, 
who  keep  at  a  wary  dirtance,  and  gall 
him  with  theirdarts.  Another  likened 
himfelf  to  a  bear,  that  retreats  with  his 
face  to  the  enemy,  who  dare  not  affail 
him;  and  the  third  afiumed  the  cha- 
racter of  a  defperate  (tag,  that  turns 
upon  the  hounds,  and  keeps  them  at 
bay.  There  was  not  a  private  foldier 
engaged,  who  had  not  by  the  proweft 
of  his  (ingle  arm  demolimed  a  whole 
platoon,  or  put  a  fquadron  of  horfe  to 
flight;  and,  among  others,  the  meagre 
Gafcon  extolled  his  exploits  above  thofe 
of  Hercules  or  Charlemagne.  As  I 
ftill  retained  my  refentment  for  the  dif- 
gr  ace  I  fuffrred  in  my  laft  rencontre 
with  him,  and  now  that  I  thought  my- 
felf  qualified,  longed  for  an  opportunity 
to  retrieve  my  honour;  I  magnified  the 
valour  of  the  Englifli  with  all  the  hy- 
perboles I  could  imagine,  and  decried 
ihe  pufillanimity  of  the  French  in  the 
fame  (tile,  comparing  them  to  hares  fly- 
ing before  greyhounds,  or  mice  purfued 
by  cats;  and  pa  fled  an  ironical  compli- 
ment on  the  fpced  hcexertedin  hisflight, 
which,  confidering  his  age  and  infirmi- 
ties, I  (aid,  was  (uipriiing.  He  wai 
Hung  to  the  quick  by  this  farcafm,  and 
\vitli  an  air  of  threatening  difdain,  bade 
me  know  mylc-lf  better,  and  remember 
the  coireftion  I  had  already  received 
fioin  him  for  my  infolencc;  for  he 
might  not  always  be  in  the  humour  of 
fpai  ing  a  wretch  who  abuled  his  good- 
nefs.  To  this  inuendo  I  made  no  re- 
ply but  by  a  kick  in  the  breech,  which 
overturned  him  in  zn  inftant.  He 
Itarted  up  with  wonderful  agility;  and, 
drawing  his  fword,  attacked  me  with 
great  fury:  feveral  people  interpofed, 
but  when  he  informed  them  of  it's  being 
an  affair  of  honour,  they  retired  and  left 
us  to  decide  the  battle  by  ourfelves.  I 
fufhintd  his  oufet  with  little  damage, 

baring 
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having  only  received  a  fmall  fcratch  on 
roy  right-fhoulder;  ami,  feeinghis  breath 
and  vigour  almoft  exhaufted,  aiTaulted 
him  in  my  turn,  clofed  with  him,  arid 
wrefted  his  ("word  out  of  his  hand  in  the 
ftruggle.  Having  thus  acquired  the 
•victory,  I  defired  him  to  beg  his  life; 
to  which  demand  he  made  no  anfwer, 
but  (hrugged  up  his  fhoulders  to  his 
ears,  expanded  his  hands,  elevated  the 
flcin  on  his  forehead  and  eye-brows, 
and  depreffed  the  corners  of  his  month 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  could  icarce 
refrain  from  laughing  aloud  at  his  gro- 
tefque  appearance.  That  I  might,  how- 
ever, mortify  his  vanity,  which  tri- 
umphed without  bounds  over  my  mis- 
fortune, I  thiuit  his  fword  up  to  the 
hilt  in  fernething  (it  WDS  not  a  tanl\) 
that  lay  fmoaking  on  the  plain,  and 
joined  the  ielt  of  theiblciieis  with  an  air 
of  tranquillity  and  indifference. 

There  was  nothing  more  of  moment 
attempted  by  either  of  the  armies  during 
the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign, 
which  being  eivied,  the  Englifh  march- 
ed back  to  the  Netherlands;  part  of  our 
army  was  detached  to  French  Flanders; 
and  our  regiment  orcitred  into  winter 
quarters  in  Champagne.  It  was  the 
fate  of  the  g'renadier  company,  to  v\  hich 
I  now  belonged,  to  lie  at  Rheims,  where 
I  found  mylclf  in  the  ulmoft  want 
cf  every  thing:  my  p.'iy,  which  amount- 
ed to  five  fols  a  day,  far  from  fupply- 
ing-  me  with  neceff.uies,  being  fcarce 
Juificient  to  procure  a  wretched  fubfif- 
tence,  to  keep  foul  and  body  together;  lo 
that  I  was,  by  hunger  and  hard  duly, 
brought  down  to  the  meagre  condition 
of  my  ffcllow-Jbldiers,  and  my  linen  re- 
duced from  three  tolerable  /hirts,  10 
two  pair  of  fleeves  and  necks,  the  bodies 
having  been  long  ago  converted  into 
fpatter-dafhes;  and,  after  all,  I  was  bet- 
ter provided  than  any  private  man  in 
the  regiment.  In  this  urgency  of  my 
affairs,  I  wrote  to  my  uncle  in  Eng- 
land, though  my  hopes  from  that  quar- 
ter were  not  at  all  fanguine,  for  the  rea- 
Ibns  I  have  already  explained,  and  in 
the  mean  time  had  recourfe  to  my  old 
remedy, patience;  confolingmyfelf  with 
the  flattering  fuggeftions  of  a  lively 
imagination,  that  never  abandoned  me 
411  mydiitrefs. 

One  day,  while  I  ftood  centinel  at  a 
gate  of  a  general  officer,  a  certain 
fjobleman  came  to  the  door,  followed 
by  a  ger.tl4jaaa  in  mourning,  to  whom, 


at  parting,    I  heard   him  fay,    '  You 
*  may  depend  upon  my  good  offices.' 
This  alfurance  was  anfwered  by  a  low 
bow  of  the  perfon  in  black,  who  turn- 
ing to  go  away,  difcovered  to  me  the 
individual    countenance    of"     my    old 
friend  and  adherent  Strap.     1  was   fo 
muchaftonifhed  at  the  fight,  that  I  loft 
the  power  of  utterance;    and  before  I 
could    recollect  myfelf,    he   was  gone 
without  taking  any  notice  of  me.     In- 
deed,   had  he  {laid,    I  fcarcely   fhould 
have  ventured  to  accoft  him;   becaufe, 
though  I  was  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  the  features  of  his  face,   I  could 
not  be  pofitively  certain  as  to  the  red 
of  his  perfon,  which  was  very  much 
altered  for  the  better   fince  he  left  me 
at  London}  neither  could  1  conceive 
by  what  nieans  he  was  enabled  to  ap- 
pear in  the  fphere  of  a  gentleman,    to 
which,  while  I  knew  him.  he  had  not 
even   the  ambition  to    ai'pire.     But   I 
was  too  much  concerned  in   the   affair 
to  neglect  farther    information;      and 
therefore  took  the  fir  ft  opportunity    of 
aflcing  the  porter  if  he  knew  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom    the   marquis   fpoke. 
The   Swifs    told    me,    his   name   was 
Monfieur  D'Eftrapesj  that  he  had  been 
valet  de  chambre  to  an  Englifh  gentle- 
man lately  deceafedj  and  that  he  was 
very  much  regarded  by  the  marquis  for 
his  fidelity  to  his  mafter,  between  whom 
and    that   nobleman   a    very    intimate 
fiicndfhiphad  fubfilied.'  Nothing  could 
be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  this  piece 
of    intelligence,    which    banifhed    all 
doubt  of  it's  being  my  friend,  who  had 
found  nieans  to  frenchify  his  name  at 
well  as  his  behaviour,  firice  we  parted. 
As  foon,  therefore,  as  I  was  relieved, 
I  went  to  his  lodging,   according  to  a 
direction  given  me  by  the  Swifs,  and 
had    the    good    fortune  to    find    him 
home.     That    I    might  furprize  him 
the  more,    I  concealed  my  name  and 
buhnefs,   and  only  defired  the  fervant 
of   the  houfe    to  tell  Monficur    D'E- 
ftrapes,   that  I  begged  the  honour  of 
half  an  hour's  converfation  with  him. 
He  was  confounded  and  difmayed  at 
the  meflage,  when  he  underftood  it  wa* 
fent  by  a  ibldier:  though  he  was  con- 
fcious  to  himfelf  of  no  crime;  all  that 
he  had  heard  of  the  Baftile  appeared  to 
his  imagination  with  aggravated  hor- 
ror, and  it  was  not  before  I  had  waited 
a   confiderable  time,   that  he  had  re- 
enough  to  bid  the  fervant  mew 
me 
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me  up  flairs.  When  I  entered  hi» 
chamber,  he  returned  my  bow  with 
•  ivility,  and  endeavoured,  with 
forced  compl.iir.ince,  to  difguife  his 
fear,  which  appeared  in  the  pnlencfs  of 
his  f.ice,  the  wildnefs  of  his  look*,  and 
the  fluking  of  his  limbs.  I  was  di- 
verted at  his  confternation,  which  re- 
doubled when  I  told  him,  in  French, 
I  had  bufinefs  for  his  private  ear,  and 
demanded  a  particular  audience.  Ti»e 
valtt  being  with.ira-vn,  I  aflced,  in  the 
fame  language,  if  his  name  was  D'E- 
ftrapes,  to  which  he  anfwered  with  a 
filtering  tongue,  '  The  fame,  at  your 

*  fervice.' — '     Are     you    a     French- 
'  man?'   f.iid  I.     '  I  have  not  the  ho- 
'  nour  of  being  a  Frenchman  born,' 
replied  he;    '  but    I    have   an    infinite 

*  veneration  for  the  country.'     I  then 
defired  he  would  do  me  the  honour  to 
look  at  me;  which  he  no  fooner  did, 
ih'an,   (truck  with   my  appearance,    he 
Itarted  back,    and    cried,    in   Englifli, 

*  O  Jefus! — fure  it  can't!  No,  'tis  im- 
'  poffiblel'    I  fmiled  at  his   interjec- 
tions, faying,  «  I  fuppofe  you  are  too 
'  much  of  a  gentleman  to  own  your 

*  friend  in  adveifity.'     When  he  heard  • 
me  pronounce  thefe  words  in  our  own 
language,  he  leaped  upon  me  in  a  tranf- 
port  of   joy,    hung   about    my  neck, 
luffed  me  from  ear  to  ear,  and  blub- 
bered like  a  great  fchool-boy  who  had 
been  whipt.     Thenobfervingmydrefs, 
he  fet  up  his  throat,  crying,  '  O  Lord! 

O  Lord!    that  ever  I  mould  live  to 
fee  my  deareft  friend  reduced  to  the 
condition   of  a    foot  foldier   in    the 
French  fervice!  Why  did  you  con- 
fent  to  my  leaving  yon?  But  I  know 
the  reafon;  you  thought  you  had  got 
more   creditable   friends,    and   grew 
aftiamed  of  my  acquaintance.     Ah! 
Lord  help  us!    though  I  was  a  little 
fliort- lighted,    I    was  not  altogether 
blind;    and  though  I  did  not  com- 
plain, I  was  not  the  lefs  fenfihle  of 
your  unkindnefs,   which  was   indeed 
the  only  thing  that  induced  me  to 
ramble  abroad,  the  Lord  knows  whi- 
ther:  but  I  mud  own  it  has  been  a 
lucky  ramble  for  me,   and  fo  I   for- 
give  you,  and  may  God  forgive  you! 
O  Lord!  O  Lord!  is  it  come  to  this?' 
I  was  nettled  at    the  charge;    which, 
though  juft,   I  could  not  lulp  thinking 
unfeafonable,   and  told  him  with  fome 
tartnefs,    that   whether   his   fulpicions 
were  well  or  ill  grounded,   he  might 


have  chofen  a  more  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  introducing  them:  and  that 
the  queftion  now  was,  whether  or  no 
he  found  himfclf  difpofcd  to  lend  me 
any  aiTiftance.  '  Difpofed!"  replied 
he  with  great  emotion;  «  I  thought 
you  had  known  me  fo  well,  as  to 
a  flu  re  yourfelf,  without  aflcing,  that 
I,  and  all  that  belongs  to  me,  art 
at  your  command.  In  the  mean 
time,  you  (hall  dine  with  me;  and  I 
will  tell  you  fomething  that,  per- 
haps, will  not  be  difpleafing  unto 
you.'  Then  wringing  my  hand,  he 
faid,  '  It  makes  my  heart  bleed  to  fee 
'  you  in  that  garbT  I  thanked  him 
for  his  invitation;  which,  I  obferved, 
could  not  be  unwelcome  to  a  perfon 
who  had  not  eaten  a  comfortable  meal 
thefe  feven  months;  but  I  had  another 
requeft  to  make,  which  I  begged  he 
would  grant  before  dinner,  and  that 
was  the  loan  of  a  ftiirt;  for  although 
my  back  had  been  many  weeks  a 
itranger  to  any  comfort  of  that  kind, 
my  (kin  was  not  yet  familiarized  to  th« 
want  of  it.  He  ftared  in  my  face,  with 
a  woeful  countenance,  at  this  declara- 
tion, which  he  could  fcarce  believe, 
until  I  explained  it,  by  unbuttoning 
my  coat,  and  difclofing  my  naked 
body;  a  circnmftance  that  fhocked  the 
tender-hearted  Strap,  who,  with  tear* 
in  his  eyes,  ran  to  a  chefl  of  drawers, 
and  taking  out  fome  linen,  prefented  to 
me  a  very  fine  ruffled  hoi  land  ftiirt,  and 
cambrick  neckcloth,  arTuring  me,  he 
had  three  dozen  of  the  fsme  kind  at  mjr 
fervice.  I  was  ravifhed  at  this  piece  of 
good  news;  and,  having  accommodated 
myfelf  in  a  moment,  hugged  my  be- 
nefactor for  his  generous  offer,  faying, 
1  was  overjoyed  to  find  him  undehauch- 
ed  by  profperity,  which  feldom  fails 
to  corrupt  the  heart.  He  befpoke  foe 
dinner,  fome  Coup  and  bouille,  a  couple 
of  pullets  roafted,  and  a  dim  of  npara- 
gus,  and  in  the  interim  entertained  me 
wi'.h  bifcuit  and  Burgundy;  after 
which  repaft  he  entreated  me  to  gratify 
his  longing  defiie  of  knowing  every 
circumltance  of  my  fortune  fince  hi* 
departure  from  London.  This  re- 
queft  I  complied  with,  beginning  at 
the  adventure  of  Gawky,  and  relating 
every  particular  event  in  which  I  had 
b.:  n  concerned  from  that  day  to  the 
prefent  hour.  During  the  recital,  my 
friend  was  ftrongly  affected,  according 
to  the  various  fituations  dJ'ciibe.-f:  he 

Itartcd 


i56 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


ftarted  with  furprize,  glowed  with  in- 
dignation, gaped  with  curiofity,  fmiltd 
with  pleafure,  trembled  with  fear,  and 
wept  with  ibrrow,  as  the  viciflitudes  of 
my  life  infpired  thefe  different  palfions; 
and  when  my  ftory  was  ended,  figni- 
£ed  his  amazement  on  the  whole,  by 
lifting  up  his  eyes  and  hands,  and 
protelting  that,  though  I  was  a  young 
man,  I  had  fuffered  more  than  all  the 
blefled  martyrs. 

After  dinner,  I  defired  in  my  turn 
to  know  the  particulars  of  his  pere- 
grination, and  he  fatisfied  me  in  a  few 
words,  by  giving  me  to  underftand 
that  he  had  lived  a  year  at  Paris  with 
his  mafter,  who  in  that  time  having 
acquired  the  language,  as  well  as  the 
fafhionable  exercifes,  to  perfection, 
made  a  tour  of  France  and  Holland, 
during  which  excurfion  he  was  fo  un- 
fortunate as  to  meet  with  three  of  his 
own  countrymen  on  their  travels,  in 
whofe  company  he  committed  fuch  ex- 
cels, that  his  conftiuition  failed,  and 
he  fell  into  a  confumption;  that  by 
the  advice  of  phyficians  he  went  to 
Montpeiier  for  the  benefit  of  good  air, 
and  recovered  fo  well  in  fix  weeks,  that 
he  returned  to  Rheims,  feemingly  in 
good  heal (h,  where  he  had  not  conti- 
nued above  a  month,  when  he  was 
feized  with  a  loofenefs  that  carried  him 
cff  in  ten  diys,  to  the  unfpeakabla  Ibr- 
row of  all  who  knew  him,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  Strap;  who  had  been  very 
happy  in  his  fervice,  and  given  fuch 
fatisfaftion,  that  his  mafter,  on  his 
death-bed,  recommended  him  to  fe- 
veral  perfons  of  diltir.ction,  for  his 
diligence,  fobriety,  and  affection;  and 
left  him  by  will,  his  wearing  apparel, 
gold-watch,  fword,  rings,  ready -mo- 
ney, and  all  the  moveables  he  had  in 
France,  to  the  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds;  '  Which  I  now/  faid  he,  '  in 
the  fight  of  God  and  man,  furrender 
to  your  abfolute  difpofal:  here  are 
my  keys;  take  them,  I  befeech  you; 
and  Gcd  give  you  joy  of  the  pof- 
feffion!'  My  brain  was  almott  turn- 
ed by  the  fudden  change  of  fortune, 
which  I  could  fcarce  believe  real;  how- 
ever, I  pofitively  refuied  this  extrava- 
gant proffer  of  my  friend,  and  put  him 
in  mind  of  my  being  a  foldier;  at 
which  hint  he  ftarted,  crying,  «  Odfo! 
«  that's  true;  we  muft  procure  your 
«  difcharge.  I  have  fome  intereft  with 
*  »  nobleman  who  as  abk  to  do  ma 


'  that  favour.'  We  con  fulled  about 
this  affair;  and  it  was  determined,  that 
Monfieur  D'Eftnpes  mould  wait  upon 
the  marquis  in  the  morning,  and  tell 
him  he  had  by  accident  found  his 
brother,  whom  he  had  not  feen  for 
many  years  before,  a  private  foldier  in 
the  regiment  of  Picardy,  and  implore 
that  nobleman's  intereft  for  his  dif- 
charge. In  the  mean  time  we  enjoyed 
ourfelves  over  a  bottle  of  good  Bur- 
gundy, and  fpent  the  evening  in  con- 
certino; fchemes  for  our  future  conduit, 
in  caie  I  fhould  be  fo  lucky  as  to  get 
rid  of  the  army.  The  bufmefs  was  to 
make  ourfelves  eafy  for  life,  by  means 
of  his  legacy;  a  talk  very  difficult,  and, 
in  the  ufual  methods  of  laying  out 
money,  altogether  impracticable;  fo 
that,  after  much  canvaffing,  we  could 
come  to  no  refolution  that  night,  but 
when  we  parted,  recommended  the 
matter  to  the  ferious  attention  of  each 
other.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  puzzled 
my  imagination  to  no  ptirpofe:  when  I 
thought  of  turning  merchant,  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  our  ftock,and  the  rifque  of  feas, 
enemies  and  markets,  deterred  me  from 
that  fcheme.  If  I  mould  fettle  as  a 
furgeon  in  my  own  country,  I  would 
find  the  bufmefs  already  overitocked; 
or  if  I  pretended  to  fee  up  in  England, 
muft  labour  under  want  of  friends  and 
powerful  oppofiiion,  obftacles  unfur- 
mountable  by  the  muft  mining  merit; 
neither  mould  I  fucceed  in  my  endea- 
vours to  rife  in  the  ftate,  inafmuch  as 
I  could  neither  flatter  nor  pimp  for 
courtier?,  nor  proftitute  my  pen  in 
defence  of  a  wicked  and  contemptible 
administration.  Before  I  could  form 
any  feahble  project,  I  fell  afleep,  and 
my  fancy  was  blefTed  with  the  image 
of  the  dear  NarcifTi,  who  feemed  to 
fniiie  upon  my  pafiion,  and  offer  her 
hand  as  a  reward  for  all  my  toils. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  went  to  the 

lodgings  of  my  friend,  whom  I  found 

exulting  over  his  happy  invention;  for 

I  no  fooner  entered  his  apartment,  than 

he  addrefied   himfelf   to   me   in   thefe 

words,  with  a  fmile  of  felf-applaufe: 

Well,  Mr.  Random,  a  lucky  thought 

may  come  into  a  fool's  head  iome- 

times.     I  have  hit  it;  I'll  hold  you 

a  button  my  plan  is  better  than  yours, 

for  all  your  learning.    But  you  fliall 

have  the  preference  in  this  as  in  all 

other  things;  therefore  proceed,  and 

let  us  know  the  effects  of  your  me- 

'  ditation, 
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'  dilation,  and  then  I  will  impart  my 
'  own  li'nple  excogitations.'  I  told 
him,  that  not  one  thought  hid  occur- 
red to  me  which  deferved  the  leaft  no- 
tice, and  fignifitd  my  impatience  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  fruits  of  his  re- 
flection. '  As  we  have  not,'  faid  he, 
'  money  fnrHcient  to  maintain  us  dur- 
'  ing  a  tedious  expectation,  it  is  my 

*  opinion,    that  a  bold   pum  mult  be 
'  mult-;    and  I  fee    none  fo  likely  to 
'   fuceeed,  as  your  appearing  in  thecha- 
'  racier  of  a  gentleman,  (which  is  your 
'  due)  and   making  your  add  relies  to 
4  Come  lady  of  fortune  who  can  ren- 
'  der   you  independent  at  once.     Nay, 
'  don't  Hare:  I  affirm  thu  this  /theme 
'  is    both    prudent    and    honourable; 

*  for  I  would    not    have    you    throw 
'  yourfelf   away  upon    an    old    tooth- 

*  lefs,  wheezing  dame,   who(c  breath 
'  would  (link  you  into  a  confumption 
'  in  lefs  than    three   month-;    neither 
'  would  I  advife  you  to  afTuiue  the  cha- 
'  racier  of  a  wealthy  fquire,  as  your 
'  common     fortune-hunters     do,     by 
'  which    means   many  a  poor   lady  is 
'  cheated  into  matri  r.ony,  and  inftead 
'  of  enjoying  the  pomp  and  grandeur 
1  that  was    promifed,    fees  her  dowry 
'   fcized    by    her    huflnnd's    rapacious 
'  creditors,  and  herftlf  reduced  to  mi- 

*  fery  and  defpair.     No,  I  know  you 
'  have  a  foul  that  difdains  foch    im- 
'  petition;    and  are  matter  of  qualifi- 
'  cations    both  of    mind    and    body, 
'  which  alone   entitle  you  to  a  match 
'  that  will    fet    you  above  the  world. 
4  1  have  cloaths  in  my  pofleflion  that 
'  a  duke  need  not  be  afhamed  to  wear. 

*  I  believe  they   will  fit   you  as  they 
'  are;  if  not,  there  are  plenty  of  tay- 
'  lors  in  France.     Let  us  take  a  Ihort 

*  trip  to  Paris,  and  provide  ourfelves 
'  with    all  other  necerTaries,    then  fet 

*  out  for  England,  where  I  intend   to 
'  do    myftlf   the    honour  of  attending 
'  you  in  quality  or  a  valet.     This  ex- 
'  pedient  will  lave  you  the  expence  of 

*  a  fervant,  (having  and  dtefling;  and 
'  I  doubt  not  but,  by  the  blclh'ng  of 
'  God,    we    (hall    bring   matters  to  a 
«  fpeedy  and  fortunate  iffue.1     Extra- 
vagant as   this  propofal  was,  I  liltened 
to  it  with  pleafure,  becauie  it  flattered 
my  vanity,  and  indulged  a  ridiculous 
hope  I  began  to  entertain  of  infpiring 
Narcilla  with  a  mutual  flame. 

After  breakfaft,  Monfieur  D'Eftrapes 
went  to  pay  his  devoirs  to 
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and  was  fo  fuccefsful  in  hit  applica- 
tion, that  I  obtained  a  difcharge  in  a  few 
days;  upon  which  we  ftt  out  tor  Paris. 
Here  I  had  time  to  refleil  nnd  congra- 
tulate myfelf  upon  this  fudden  tranfi- 
tion  of  fate;  which,  to  hear  with  mo- 
deration, required  fotne  degree  of  phi- 
lofophy  and  felf- denial.  This  truth 
will  be  more  obvious,  if  I  give  a  de- 
tail of  the  particulars,  to  the  quiet 
poflllfion  of  which  I  was  railed  in  an 
inltant,  from  the  moft  abjeft  mifery 
and  contempt.  My  wardrobe  confuted 
of  five  fafliionable  coats  full  mounted, 
two  of  which  were  plain,  one  of  cut 
velvet,  one  trimmed  with  gold,  and 
another  with  diver  lace;  two  frocks, 
one  of  white  drab  with  large  plate  but- 
tons, the  other  of  blue  with  gold  bind- 
ing; one  waiftcoat  of  gold  brocadei 
one  of  blue  fattin  embroidered  with 
lilver;  one  of  green  (ilk  trimmed  with 
broad  figured  gold  lace;  one  of  black 
lilk,  with  fringes;  one  of  white  fat- 
tin;  one  of  black  cloth,  and  one  of 
fcarlet;  fix  pair  of  cloth  breeches;  one 
pair  of  crimfon,  nnd  another  of  Mack 
velvet;  twelve  pair  of  white  fillc  ftock- 
ings,  as  many  of  black  lilk,  and  the 
fame  number  of  fine  cotton;  one  hat, 
laced  with  gold  point  d'Efpagne,  another 
with  (liver-lace  fcolloped,  a  third  with 
gold  binding,  and  a  fourth  plain;  three 
dozen  of  fine  ruffled  fliirts,  as  many 
neckcloths;  one  dozen  of  cambrick 
handkerchiefs,  and  the  like  number  of 
(ilk.  The  other  moveables  which  1 
poffefled  by  the  generofity  and  f.-iend- 
fhip  of  Strap,  were  a  gold  watch  with 
a  chafed  cafe,  two  valuable  diamond 
rings,  two  mourning  (words,  one  with 
a  filver  handle,  and  a  fourth  cut  fteel 
inlaid  with  gold,  a  diamond  ftock- 
buckle,  and  a  fet  of  (lone  buckles  for 
the  knees  and  (hoes;  a  pair  of  lilver  - 
mounted  pUtols  with  rich  holdings;  a 
gold-headed  cane,  and  a  (miff-box  of 
tortotfe  (hell  mounted  with  gold,  hav- 
ing the  picture  of  a  lady  in  the  top. 
The  gentleman  left  many  other  things 
of  value,  which  my  friend  had  con- 
verted into  cafh  before  I  met  with  himj 
fo  that  over  and  above  thefe  particu- 
lars, our  dock  in  ready-money  amount- 
ed to  (bmet lung  more  than  two  hun- 
dred pounds. 

Thus  equipt,  I  put  on  the  gentleman 

of  figure;  and,  attended  by  my  honed 

friend,    who  was  contented  with    the 

ftanon  of  my  valet,  vifued  the  Louvre, 

X  examined 
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examined  the  gallery  of  Luxemburgh, 
and  appeared  at  Verfailles,  where  I  had 
the  honour  of  feeing  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty  eat  a  confulerable  quantity 
of  olives.  During  the  month  I  fpent  at 
Paris,  I  went  feveral  times  to  court, 
the  Italian  comedy,  opera,  and  play- 
houfe;  danced  at  a  mafquerade;  anil, 
in  Ihort,  faw  every  thing  remarkable 
in  and  about  that  capital.  Then  we 
fet  out  for  England  by  the  way  of  Flan- 
ders, patied  through  Brufiels,  Ghent, 
and  Bruges,  and  took  fhipping  at  Of- 
tend,  from  whence  in  fourteen  hours 
we  arrived  at  Deal,  hired  a  poft-chaife, 
and  in  twelve  hours  more  got  fafe  to 
London;  having  difpofed  of  our  heavy 
baggage  in  the  waggon. 


CHAP.    IX. 


FOR  MY  UNCLE,  AND 
UNDERSTAND  HE  IS  GONE  TO 
SEA — TAKE  LODGINGS  AT  CHA- 
RING CROSS — GO  TO  THE  PLAY, 
WHERE  I  MEET  WITH  AN  ADVEN- 
TURE—  DINE  AT  AN  ORDINARY; 
THE  GUESTS  DESC  RIB  ED*—  BE- 
COME ACQUAINTED  WITH  MED- 
LAR AND  DOCTOR  WAGTAIL. 

S  foon  as  we  alighted  at  the  inn, 
I  difpatched  Strap  to  enquire  for 
my  uncle,  at  the  Union  Flag  in  Wap- 
ping;  and  he  returned  in  a  little  time, 
with  an  account  of  Mr,  Bowling's  hav- 
ing gone  to  lea,  mute  of  a  merchant- 
fhip,  after  a  long  and  unfuccefsful  ap- 
plication and  attendance  at  the  admi- 
ralty; where,  it  feems,  the  intereft  he 
depended  upon  was  not  fufficient  to 
reinftate  him,  or  recover  the  pay  that 
was  due  to  him  when  he  quitted  the 
Thunder. 

Next  day  I  hired  very  handfome  lodg- 
ings not  far  from 'Charing  Crofs;  and 
-•  in  the  evening  dreffed  myielf  in  a  plain 
'  fuit  of  the  true  Paris  cur,  and  appeared 
in  a  front  box  at  the  play,  where  I  faw 
a  good  deal  of  company,  and  was  vain 
enough  to  believe  that  I  was  obferved 
with  an  uncommon  degree  of  attention 
and  applaufe.  This  filly  conceit  in- 
toxicated me  fo  much,  that  I  was  guilty 
of  a  thoufand  ridiculous  coquetries; 
and  I  dare  fay,  how  favourable  loever 
the  thoughts  of  the  company  might  be 
at  my  firlt  appearance,  they  were  foon 
changed,  by  my  abfurd  behaviour,  into 


pity  or  contempt.  I  rofe  and  fat  down, 
covered  and  uncovered  my  head,  twen- 
ty times  between  the  a£U;  pulled  out 
my  watch,  clapped  it  to  my  ear,  wou'nd 
it  up,  fet  it,  gave  it  the  hearing  again; 
difplayed  my  fnuff  box,  affefted  to 
take  fnuff,  that  I  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  (hewing  my  brilliant,  and 
wiped  my  nofe  with  a  perfumed  hand- 
kerchief; then  dangled  my  cane,  and 
adjulted  my  fword-knot;  and  afted 
many  more  fooleries  of  the  fame  kind, 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  character  of 
a  pretty  fellow;  in  the  acquiring  of 
which,  I  found  two  confuierable  ob- 
itru&ions  in  my  difpofition;  namely, 
a  natural  relerve,  and  jealous  fenfibi- 
lity.  Fain  would  I  have  entered  into 
converfation  with  the  people  around 
me;  but  I  was  retrained  by  the  fear 
of  being  ceniured  for  my  afl'urance,  as 
well  as  by  reflecting  that  I  was  more 
entitled  to  a  compliment  of  this  kind 
from  them,  than  they  to  fuch  conde- 
fcenlion  from  a  ftranger  like  me.  How 
often  did  I  redden  at  the  frequent 
whifpers  and  loud  laughter  of  my  fel- 
low beaus,  which  I  imagined  were  ex- 
cited by  me!  and  how  often  did  I  envy 
the  happy  indifference  of  thofe  Choice 
fpirits,  who  beheld  the  diftrefs  of  the 
fcene  without  difcovering  the  leaft 
fymptom  of  approbation  or  concern! 
My  attention  was  engaged  in  fpite  of 
myfelf,  and  I  could  not  help  weeping 
with  the  heroine  of  the  ftage;  though. 
I  praclifed  a  great  many  ftiitts  to  con- 
ceal this  piece  of  unpolite  weaknefs. 
When  the  play  was  ended,  I  fat  wait- 
ing for  an  opportunity  of  handing  feme 
lady  to  her  coach;  but  every  one  was 
attended  by  fuch  a  number  of  officious 
gallants,  that  for  a  long  time  I  was 
baulked  in  my  expectation.  At  length, 
however,  I  perceived  a  very  handfome 
creature,  genteelly  drefled,  fitting  by 
herfelf  in  a  box,  at  fome  diftance  from 
me;  upon  which  I  went  up  to  her,  and 
offered  my  fervice.  She  feemed  to  be 
in  fome  confufion,  thanked  me  for 
my  complaifance,  and  with  a  tender 
look  declined  giving  me  the  trouble; 
looking  at  her  watch,  and  teftifying 
her  furprize  at  the  negligence  of  her 
footman,  whom  fhe  had  ordered  to  have 
a  chair  ready  for  her  at  that  hour.  I 
repeated  my  entreaty  with  all  the  elo- 
quence and  compliment  I  was  matter 
of;  and  in  the  event,  (lie  was  prevailed 
upon  to  accept  of  a  propofal  I  made, 

to 
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to  fend  mj  fervant  for  a  chair  or  coach. 
Accordingly,  Stnip  was  detached  tor 
i!i..!  (.in  (K,;C,  and  luun.td  without  Suc- 
Hy  tins  dine  the  play-houj'e  was 
<|iii(e  empty,  ami  we  wcu-  oMi^ed  tore- 
As  1  led  her  through  the  paflage, 
or  fix  young  fellows  of 
fashion,  li.iiuliii^  in  a  coiner,  one  of 
\vh.un,  .is  I  tliou.  lit,  tipt  my  charmer 
the  wink}  ami  when  we  were  pair,  I 
i  i  hem  let  up  a  lou.l  laugh.  This 
arouzed  my  attention,  and  1 
was  lelblvol  to  he  fully  Satisfied  of 
this  lady's  characVr,  before  I  Should 
have  any  neater  connexion  with  her. 
As  no  convenience  appealed,  I  pro- 
;>uied  to  conduct  her  to  a  tavein,  where 
we  might  liny  a  few  minutes,  (ill  my 
nt  could  fetch  a  coach  from  the 
Strand.  She  Seemed  particularly  fhy 
of  trufting  heiSclf  in  a  tavein  with  a 
'  Stranger;  but  at  hilt  yielded  to  my  pa- 
thetic icmonftiances,  rather  than  en- 
danger her  health,  by  remaining  in  a 
cold  damp  thorough-fare.  Having  thus 
Jar  Succeeded,  I  begged  to  know  what 
wine  flie  would  be  plenfed  to  drink  a 
glals  of;  but  (he  profcfled  the  greateft 
a-.crlion  to  all  lorts  of  Strong  liquors; 
and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that  I 
could  perfuade  Jier  to  eat  a  jelly.  In 
the  mem  time,  I  endeavoured  to  alle- 
viate the  unealincls  (he  discovered,  by 
frying  all  the  agreeable  things  I  could 
flunk  of;  at  which  (lie  would  often 
figh,  and  regard  me  with  a  languishing 
look,  that  Seemed  however  too  near  a 
km  to  the  lewd  leer  of  a  courtezan. 
This  dilcovery,  added  to  my  former 
iufpicion,  while  it  put  me  upon  my 
guard  againft  her  arts,  diverted  me  of 
relerve,  and  enabled  me  to  entertain 
her  with  gaiety  and  freedom.  In  the 
courfe  of  her  converi'ation,  I  pit  fled 
her  to  allow  me  the  honour  of  waiting 
upon  her  next  day,  at  her  lodgings;  a 
requeft  which  she,  with  many  apolo- 
gies, refilled,  lelt  it  (hould  give  um- 
brage to  Sir  John,  who  was  of  a  dif- 
pofition  apt  to  be  fretted  with  trifles. 
This  information,  by  which  I  was  to 
understand  that  her  hu(band  was  a 
knight,  did  not  check  my  addreflfes, 
which  became  more  and  more  impor- 
tunate, and  I  was  even  hardy  enough 
to  ravish  a  kii's.  But,  O  heavens!  in- 
itead  of  banqueting  on  the  ambrofial 
tJ  ivoui  that  her  delicacy  of  complexion 
promifed,  I  was  almolt  fuffocated  with 
the  lieams  of  Geneva!  An  exhalation 


of  this  kind,  from  a  mouth  which  had 
jult  before  declared  an  utter  abhorrence 
of  all  Spirituous  liquors,  not  only 
changed  my  doubts  into  certainty,  but 
my  raptures  into  loathing;  and  it 
would  have  been  impoSTible  for  me  to 
have  preserved  common  complaifance 
five  minutes  longer,  when  my  fervant 
returned  with  the  coach.  I  took  the 
advantage  of  this  occasion,  and  pre- 
fented  my  hand  to  the  lady,  who  put 
in  practice  again  It  me  the  whole  artil- 
lery of  her  charms,  ogling,  languish- 
ing* fig'i'"g»  and  Squeezing,  with  fo 
little  referve,  that  Strap  perceived  her 
tenderneSs,  and  rubbed  his  hands  with 
joy  as  he  followed  us  to  the  door;  but 
I  was  proof  againft  all  her  endearments, 
and  handed  her  into  the  coach  with  an 
intention  to  take  my  leave  immediately. 
She  guefled  my  delign,  and  invited  me 
to  her  houle,  whifpeiing,  that  now  Sir 
John  was  gone  to  bed,  She  could  hava 
the  pjeafure  of  my  conversation  for  half 
an  hour,  without  interruption.  I  told 
her  there  was  no  mortification  I  would 
not  undergo,  rather  than  endanger  the 
repofe  of  her  lady  (hip;  and  bidding 
the  coachman  drive  on,  wifhed  her  a 
good  night.  She  loft  all  temper  at  my 
indifference,  and  (topping  the  coach  at 
the  diftance  of  about  twenty  yards  from 
me,  popped  out  her  head,  and  bawl- 
ed  with  the  lungs  of  a  fifh-woman, 
'  Damn  you,  you  dog,  won't  you  pay 
'  the  coach-hire?'  As  I  made  no  an- 
Aver,  (he  held  forth  againit  me  with  an 
eloquence  peculiar  to  herfelf;  calling 
me  pitiful  fellow,  fcoundrel,  and  an 
hundred  fuch  appellations;  concluding 
with  an  oath,  that  for  all  my  appear- 
ance, (lie  believed  I  had  got  no  money 
in  my  pocket. 

Having  thus  vented  her  indignation, 
(he  ordered  the  coachman  to  proceed, 
and  I  returned  to  the  tavern,  where  I 
befpoke  fomething  for  Supper,  very  well 
pleafed  at  the  iSTue  of  this  adventure.  I 
dilpenfed  with  the  attendance  of  the 
waiter  at  table,  on  pretence  that  my 
own  (ervant  was  prelent;  and  when  we 
were  alone,  (aid  to  Strap,  «  Well, 
'  Monfieur  D'Eltrapes,  what  do  you 
'  think  of  this  j:uiy?'  My  friend,  who 
had  not  opened  his  mouth  fince  her  de- 
parture, could  make  no  older  reply  than, 
the  monoSyilable,  '  Think!'  which  he 
pronounced  with  a  note  of  fear  and 
astonishment.  Surprized  at  this  em- 
phalis,  I  furveyed  my  valet,  and  per- 
X  2  ccivmg 
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ceiving  a  wildnefs  in  his  looks,  aiked 
if  he  had  feen  his  grandfather's  ghoft. 
«  Ghoft!'  faid  he;  <  I  am  Aire  I  have 

•  feen  a  devil  incarnate!  Who  would 

•  have  thought  that  fo  much  devilifh 

•  malice  and   Billingfgate  could  lurk 
'  under  fuch  fweetnefs  of  countenance 

•  and  modefty  of  behaviour  ?  Ah,  God 

•  help  us!   Fronti  nulla  fides — nimium 

•  ae  crede  colori\  but  we  ought  to  down 
'  on  our  knees  and  blefsGod  for  deli  ver- 

•  ing  us  from  the  jaws  of  that  painted 
'  fepulchie.'     I   was  pretty  much  of 
Strap's  opinion;  and  though  I  did  not 
believe  myfelf  in  any  danger  from  the 
allurements  of  that  fifterhood,  I  deter* 
mined  to  aft  with  great  circumfpection 
for  the  future,  and  fliun  all  commerce 
of  that  kind,  as  equally  prejudicial  to 
my  purfe  and  conftitution. 

My  next  care  was,  to  introduce  my- 
feSt  into  a  fet  of  good  acquaintance; 
for  which  pur  pole  I  frequented  a  cer. 
tain  coffee-heufe,  noted  for  the  refort 
of  good  company,  Englilh  as  well  as 
foreigners,  where  my  appearance  pro- 
cured all  the  civilities  and  advances  I 
could  defire.  As  there  was  an  ordinary 
in  the  fame  houfe,  I  went  up  ttairs  to 
'dinner  with  the  other  gueHs,  and  found 
myfelf  at  a  table  with  thirteen  people, 
the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  better 
drefled  than  myfelf.  The  converfatioir, 
which  was  moftly  carried  on  in  the 
French,  turned  chiefly  on  politicks;  and 
J  foon  found  the  whole  company  was  in 
the  French  iutei  eft,  myfelf  excepted,  and 
ateftyold  gentleman,  who  contradicted 
every  thing  that  was  advanced  in  fa- 
vour of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 
with  a  furlinefs  truly  Englifli.  But 
this  trufty  patriot,  who  had  never  been 
out  of  his  own  country,  and  drew  all 
his  maxims  and  notions  from  piejudice 
and  hearfay,  was  very  unequal  to  his 
antagonifts,  who  were  fuperior  to  him 
in  learning  and  experience,  and  often 
took  the  liberty  of  travellers,  in  aflert- 
ing  things  which  were  not  (triply  true, 
becaufe  they  thought  themfelves  in  no 
danger  of  being  delected  by  him.  Tlie 
claim  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  to  the 
Auftrian  dominions  in  Italy,  was  fully 
explained  and  vindicated  by  a  perfon 
who  fat  oppofite  to  me,  and  by  the  fo- 
Jrmnityot  his  manner,  and  the  richnefs 
of  his  apparel,  feemed  to  be  a  foreign 
s»mba/Tador.  This  differtation  produ- 
ced another  on  the  Pragmatic 


handled  with  great  warmth  by  a  young; 
gentleman  at  my  right-hand,  drefled  in 
a  green  frock  trimmed  with  gold,  who 
jultified  the  French  King  for  his  breach 
of  that  contract;  and  affirmed  that  he 
could  not  have  obferved  it,  without  in- 
juring his  own  glory.  Although  I  was 
not  at  all  convinced  by  this  gentleman's 
arguments,  I  could  not  help  admiring 
his  vivacity,  which  1  imagined  mutt  be 
the  effect  of  his  illuftrious  birth  and 
noble  education,  and  accordingly  rated 
him  in  my  conjecture  as  a  yotiflg  prince 
on  his  travels.  The  difcourfe  was  af- 
terwards fliifted  by  an  old  gentleman 
of  a  very  martial  appearance,  to  the  laft 
campaign,  when  the  battle  of  Dettin- 
gen  was  fought  over  again,  with  fo 
many  circumitances  to  the  honour  of  the 
French,  and  difadvantageof  the  allies, 
that  I  began  to  entertain  fome  doubts 
of  my  having  been  there  in  perfon; 
and  took  the  liberty  to  mention  fome 
objections  to  what  he  advanced.  This 
freedom  introduced  a  dif'pute,  which 
lafted  a  good  while,  to  the  mortifica- 
tion of  all  prefent;  and  was  at  laft  re- 
ferred to  the  determination  of  a  grave 
perfon,  whom  they  (tiled  Doctor,  and 
who,  under  a  (hew  of  great  modera- 
tion, decided  it  againft  me,  with  fo  lit- 
tle regard  to  truth,  that  I  taxed  him 
with  partiality  in  pretty  fevere  terms, 
to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of  the 
true  Englifh  politician,  who  rejoiced 
at  my  defence  of  a  caufe  he  had  fo 
often  efpoufed  without  fuccefs.  My 
opponent,  pleafed  with  the  victory  he 
had  gained,  affected  a  great  deal  of  can- 
dour, and  told  me,  he  fliould  not  have 
been  fo  pofitive,  if  he  had  not  been  at 
great  pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  each 
particular.  '  Indeed,'  (aid  he,  '  I  am  ' 
convinced  that,  the  previous  ftep» 
confidered,  things  could  not  happen 
otherwifej  for  we  generals,  who  have 
feen  fervice,  though  we  may  not  be 
on  the  fpot  ourfelves,  know  by  th« 
leaft  fketch  of  the  difpofitiofi,  what 
muft  be  the  event.'  He  then  cen  fined, 
with  great  freedom,  every  circumltance 
of  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  command- 
ed the  allies;  from  thence  made  a 
tranfuion  to  the  miniftry,  which  he  ho- 
noured with  many  invectives,  for  em- 
ploying people  who  had  neither  expe- 
rience nor  capacity,  to  the  prejudice  of 
old  officers  who  had  been  diftinguifhed 
for  both;  dropt  many  hints  of  his  own 
importance; 
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imnoit.incr;   anJ   concluded    wiih   oh- 
fcrving,  that  the  French  and  Spaniards 
knew  better  how  to  value  generals  of 
merit;  the   good  effecls  of  which  are 
fetn  in  the  conquelts  they  gain,  and  the 
admirable   difcipline    of  their   troops, 
which  are  atthe  I'ametime  better  cloaihed 
and  paid  tlnn   any  loldiers  in  the  uni- 
vtrlc.     Thrfe   rcmaiks    furnifhed    the 
gteen  knight   with   an  opportunity  of 
launching   out  into   the    praile  of  the 
French  government  in  general,  civil  us 
well  as  military)  on  which  occafion  he 
made  many  odium  companions  to  the 
difadvantage   of  the  Englifli.     Every 
fcody  almolt  aflVmed    to  the  obferva- 
tions  he  mad? ;  and  the  doctor  gave  his 
lanclion,    by    laying,    the    people    in 
France  were  undoubtedly  the  happi&lt 
fubjefts  in  the  world.     I  was  fo  much 
altonifhed  and  confounded  at  their  in- 
fatuation and   effrontery,    that   I   had 
not  power  to  utier  one  word  in  oppo- 
Ction  to  their  aflcrtions;  but   my  mo- 
rofe  aflbciate  could  not  put  up  with  the 
indignity  that  was  offered  to  Old  Eng- 
land,   and    therefore   with   a   fatirical 
giin  addreflcd  himfelf  to  the  general  in 
thtie  words:  '  Sir,   Sir,  I   have  often 
heard  it  faid,  She's  a  villainous  bird 
that  befouls  her   own   ne/l.     As  for 
what  thofe  people  who  are  foreign- 
ers fay,  I  don't  mind  it,  they  know 
no  better;  but  you   who  were  bred 
and  born,  and  have  got  your  bread 
under  the  Englifh  government,  mould 
have    more    regard    to  gratitude   as 
well  as  truth,  in  cenfuring  your  na- 
tive country.     If  the  miniftry  have 
thought  fit  to  lay  you   afide,  I  fup- 
pofe  they  have  their  own  reafons  for 
io  doing,  and  you  ought  to  remem- 
ber that  you  (till  live  on  the  bounty 
of  this  nation.     As   for  thefe  gen- 
tlemen,' (meaning  the  prince  and  am- 
>affador)  •  who  make  fo  free  with  onr 
constitution,  laws,  and  genius  of  our 
people,  I  think  they  might  (hew  a 
little  more  refpecl  for  their  benefac- 
tors) who,  I  muft  own,  are  to  blame 
in    harbouring,  protecting,  and   en- 
couraging, fuch  ungrateful  vagrants 
as  they  are.'     At   thefe   words  the 
chevalier  in  green   ftarted  up  in  a  great 
paffion,  and    laying    his   hand  on   the 
hilt  of  his  hanger,   exclaimed,  '  Ha, 
'  foutre !'    The    Englifhman,  on    the 
other  hand,  grafping   his  cane,  cried, 

•  Don't  foutre  me,  firrah,  or  by  G — d 

•  I'll  knock  you   dc\vnV     The  com- 


pany  interpofed,    the    Frenchman   f4t 
down  again,  and   his  antagonist   pro- 
ceeded: '  Look'e,  Monfieur,  you  know 
very  well,    that    had    you   dared  to 
(peak   fo   freely   of   the   adminiftra- 
tion  of  your  own  country  in  Paris, 
as  you  have  done  of  ours  in  London, 
you  would  have  been  fent  to  the  Baf- 
tile   without   ceremony,    where  you 
might  have  rotted  in  a  dungeon,  and 
never  feen  the  light  of  the  fun  again. 
Now,  Sir,  take  my  word  for  it,  al- 
though  our  confiitution   fkreens  ut 
from    fuch   oppreflion,  we  want  not 
laws  to  chaftiie  the  authors  of  lediti- 
ous  difcourfe;  and  if  I  hear  another 
fylbble  out  of  your  mouth,  in  con- 
tempt or  prejudice  of  this  kingdom, 
I  will  give  you  a  convincing  proof  of 
wlut   I  advance,  and  have  you  laid 
by  the  heels  for  your  prefumption." 
This  declaration  had   an  effect  on  the 
company  as  fudden  as  furprizing.    Tlte 
young  prince  became  fupple  as  a  fpa- 
niel,  the  ambafiador  trembled,  the  ge- 
neral  fat   lilent  and  abafhed;  and  the 
doclor,  who,  it  feems,  had  felt  the  rod 
of  power,  grew  pale  as  death,  and  af- 
fvired  us  all,  that  he  had  no  intention 
to  affront  any  pei  fon  or  people.   '  Your 
'  principles,  doclor,'  refumed  the  old 
gentleman,  '  are  no  fecret,  I  have  no- 
thing to  lay  upon  that  head;  but  am 
very    much    J'urpiized,    that  a    man, 
who  del'piies  us  fo  much,  (hould  not- 
withftanding   live  among  us,    when 
he  has  no  vifible  motive  for  fo  doing. 
Why  don't  you  take  up  your  habi- 
tation in  your  beloved  France,  where 
you    may  rail   at    England    without 
cenfure?'  To   this  remonftrance  the 
doclor  thought  proper  to  make  no  re- 
ply; and   an    unfocial    filence    enfued: 
which  I  perceiving,  took   notice,  that 
it  was  pity  fuch  idle  dil'putes,  main- 
tained very  often  through  whim  or  di- 
ferfion,  mould    create   any  mifunder- 
ftanding   among    gentlemen    of   good 
lenlej  and  propofed  to  drink  down  all 
animofity  in  another  bottle.    This  mo- 
tion was  applauded  by  the  whole  com- 
pany.    The    wine  was    brought,  and 
the  Englifh  champion  declaring  he  had 
no  Ijjleen  againlt  any  man  for  differ- 
ing in  opinion  from  him,  tiny  more  than 
for  difference  of  complexion,  drank  to 
the    good    health   of    all    prefent;  the 
compliment  was  returned,  and  the  con  - 
veilation  once  more  became  unreleiv- 
ed;  though  more  general  than  before. 
Among 
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Among  other  to;  icks,thefubje£l  of  war 
w.->s  introduced;  on  which  the  general 
declaimed  with  great  eloquence,  re- 
counting many  of  his  own  exploits  by 
way  of  illuftration.  In  tlie  courie  of 
his  harangue,  he  happened  to  mention 
the  word  epaulemenr,  upon  which  the 
tefty  gentleman  allied  the  meaning  of 
that  term.  '  I'll  tell  you  what  an  epaule- 
ment is,'  replied  hr;  '  I  never  faw 
an  epaulement  but  once,  and  that  was 
at  the  fiege  of  N.iaiur.  In  a  council 
of  war,Monlieur  Cohorn,  thi  famous 
engineer,  affirmed  that  the  place  could 
not  be  taken.  "  Yes,"  laid  the  prince 
of  Vaudemont,  "  it  may  be  taken  by 
'  an  epaulement.''  This  was  immedi- 
ately put  in  execution,  and  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  Martfchal  BouffL-rs  was 
fain  to  capitulate.'  Here  he  made  a 
full  flop,  and  the  old  gentleman  re- 
peaied  the  question,  '  But  pray  what 
'  is  an  epaulement?*  To  this  inter- 
rogation the  officer  made  no  immediate 
reply,  but  rung  the  bell,  and  called 
for  a  bill;  which  being  brought,  he 
threw  down  his  propoition  of  the  reck- 
oning, and  telling  the  company  he 
would  (hew  them  an  epaulement  when 
his  maje/ty  mould  think  fit  to  entrult 
him  with  the  command  of  our  army 
abroad,  limited  away  with  great  dig- 
nity. I  could  not  imagine  why  he  was 
Ib  fhy  of  explaining  one  of  the  molt 
fimple  terms  of  fortification;  which 
I  forthwith  det'cribed,  as  a  fide-work 
compofedof  earth,  gabions,  or  facmesj 
but  I  was  very  much  iurpri/.cd,  when  I 
afterwards  underitood  that  his  rel'eive 
proceeded  from  his  ignorance.  Hav- 
ing paid  our  bill,  we  adjourned  to  the 
coffee-room,  where  my  fellow-labourer 
iniiftedcn  treating  me  with  a  dim,  giv- 
ing me  to  underitand,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  I  had  acquired  his  good  opinion, 
both  with  refpect  to  my  principles  and 
underltanciing.  I  thanked  him  for  his 
compliment,  and  profcffing  myfelf  an 
utter  ftranger  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
begged  he  would  have  the  goodnefs  to 
inform  me  of  the  quality  and  characters 
of  the  people  who  dined  above.  This 
requeft  was  a  real  favour  to  one  of  his 
diipofition,  which  was  no  lefs  commu- 
nicative than  curious;  he  therefore 
complied  with  great  fatisfaction;  and 
told  me,  to  my  extreme  aitonifhmcnt, 
that  the  fuppofed  young  prince  was  a 
dancer  at  one  of  the  theatres;  and  the 
ambaflkdor,  no  other  than  a  hildler  be- 


longing to  the  opera.  «  The  doctor/ 
faid  he,  '  is  a  Roman  Catholic  prielt, 
who  fometimes  appears  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  officer,  and  afTumes  the 
name  of  captain;  but  more  general- 
ly takes  the  garb,  title,  ami  behavi- 
our of  aphyfician;  in  which  capaci- 
ty he  wheedles  himfelf  into  the  con- 
fidence of  weak-minted  people,  and 
by  arguments  no  lefs  fpccious  than 
falfe,  converts  them  from  their  reli- 
gion and  allegiance.  He  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  juitice  moie  than  once 
for  fuch  practices;  but  he  is  a  fly 
dog,  and  manages  matters  with  16 
much  craft,  that  hitherto  he  has  ef- 
caped  for  a  fhort  imprifcnment.  As 
for  the  general,  you  may  fee  he  has  ow- 
ed his  promotion  more  to  his  intertlt 
than  his  capacity;  and  now  that  the 
eyes  of  the  miniftry  are  opened,  his 
friends  dead,  or  become  inconfideia- 
ble,  he  is  ftruck  off  the  lift,  and  oblig- 
ed to  put  up  with  a  yearly  penfion;  in 
confequence  of  this  reduction,  he  is 
become  malcontent,  and  inveighs  a- 
gainlt  the  government  in  all  compa- 
nies with  Ib  little  difcretion,  that  I 
am  furpnzed  at  the  lenity  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  in  overlooking  his  info- 
lence;  but  .the  truth  of  the  matter  is, 
he  owes  his  fafety  to  his  weakneis 
and  want  of  importance.  He  has 
feen  a  little,  and  but  a  little  fervice; 
and  yet,  if  you  will  take  his  word  tor 
if,  there  has  not  been  a  great  aclion 
performed  in  the  field  fince  the  Re- 
volution, in  which  he  was  not  prin- 
cipally concerned.  When  a  fiery  is 
told  of  any  great  general,  he  imme- 
diately matches  it  with  one  of  him- 
felf, though  he  is  often  unhappy  in 
his  invention,  and  commits  fuch  grofs 
blunders  in  the  detail,  that  every 
body  is  in  pain  for  him.  Cacfar, 
Pompey,  and  Alexander  the  Great, 
are  continually  in  his  mouth;  and 
as  he  reads  a  good  deal,  without  any 
judgment  to  digeft  it,  his  ideas  are 
confufed,  and  his  harangues  as  un- 
intelligible as  infinite}  for,  once  he 
begins,  there  is  no  chance  of  his  leav- 
ing off  fpeaking,  while  one  perfon 
remains  to  yield  attention ;  therefore, 
the  only  expedient  I  know  for  put- 
ting a  flop  to  his  loquacity,  is  to  lay 
hold  of  fome  incongruity  he  has  ut- 
tered, and  demand  an  explanation; 
or  allc  the  meaning  of  fome  difficult 
term  that  he  knows  by  name  only; 
<  this 
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«  this  method  will  effectually  put  him 

;?ncc,   it  nut  to  flight,  as  it  hap- 
4  pcned    when    I    aiquued    about    an 

: lenient.     Hail  he  been  acq' 
«  i  I  with  the  fignificationoi' that  \\or'l, 
4  his  triumph  .voulcl  have  been  intole- 

f,  and  we  mult  huve  quitted  the 
'   field  fii.t,  or  been  worried  with  im- 

ne     <-.'     Having    thus    gratified 
my  cmiofity,  the  old  gentleman  ' 

his  own,  in  questions  relat- 
ing   to    myielt";    to  which    1    thought 
proper  to   return  ambiguous  anlwus. 
«  I  iHcfumc,   Sir,'  laid  he,  «  you  have 
iled.'     I  anfwered,  'Yes.'     'I 
lav,  you  will  find  it  very  expen- 
«  five,'    laiil  he.      I    replied,    '  To  be 

*  fure,  one  car: not  travel  without  mo- 
«  ney.'—-  •  That  1  know  by  experience,' 
(aid  he,    '  for  I  myfclf  take  a  trip  to 
'  Barh   or    Tunbridge   every    feafcn; 

*  and  one  mull  pay  lauce  for  what  he 
<  has    on    the  road,    as  well  in  other 
«  countries  as  in  this.     That's  a  very 
'  pretty   Itone  in  your  ring,  give  me 
'  leave,  Sir!— the  French  hzve  attained 
'  a  wonderful  ikill  in  making  compo- 
'  fitions  of  this  kind.    Why,  now,  this 

..  j  almolt  as  well  as  u  diamond.1 
— '  Almott  as  well,  Sir!'  faid  1}  '  why 

*  not  altogether?  I'm  fure,  if  you  un- 
«  derltand  any    thing  of   jewels,    you 
'  mult  perceive  at  firft  fight,  that  this 
'  (tone  is  a  real  diamond,  and  that  of 

*  a  very  fine  water.     Take  it  in  your 

*  hand,  and  examine  it.'     He  did  fo, 
with  fome  confullon,  and  returned  it, 
faying,  '  I  alk  your  pardon,  I  fee  it  is 
'  a  true  brilliant  of  immenfe  value.' 
I  imagined  his  refpefl  for  me  increafed 
after   this  enquiry;    therefore  to  cap- 
tivate his  eltecin  the  more,  I  told  him, 
I  would   fh.ew   him   a  feal  of  compo- 
fition,  engraved  after  a  very  valuable 
antique;  upon  which  I  pulled  out  my 
watch  with  a  rich  gold  chain,  adorned 
with  three  fe:ils  let   in    gold,    and  an 
opal  ring.     He  viewed  each  of    them 
with  great  eagernels,  handled  the  chain, 
admired  the  dialed  cafe,  and  obferved, 
that  the  whole  mult  have  colt  me  a  vail 
Aim  or'  money.     I  affected  indifference, 
and  replied  in  a  carelefs  manner,  '  fome 
'  trifle  of  fixty  or    feventy    guineas.* 
lie  itared  in  my  face  tor  fome   time, 
and  then  nlked  if  I  was  an  Englishman. 
1  anfwered  in  the  negative.     «  You  are 

*  from  Ireland,  then,  Sir,  I  prefume,' 
laid  he.     I  made  the  lame  reply.     <  O! 

sj"  faid  he,  4  you  wa*  born  in 


«  one  of  our  fettlements  arm>.«!.'  I 
Hill  anfwerrd,  •  No.'  He  !<••  :/•-•!  \ .  i  y 
much  furpriz-d;  und  faid,  he  V.M 

not  a  foreigner.     I  rir.uk-  n<>  re- 
ply, but  left  him  upon  the  tenfer-hookf 
of  im;  atient    uncertainty.     He  could 
not  contain  his  anxiety,  but  ;iike<l  par- 
r  the  liberties  he  had  takrn,  and 
to  encourage  me  the  more  to  difclolc 
my  fmution,  dilplayed  his  own  with- 
out referve.     '  I  am,'  laid  IH-,  '  a  fin- 
gle  man,  have  a  confiderable  annu- 
ity, on  which  I  live  according  to  my 
own  inclination ;   and  make  the  ends 
of  the  year  nieet  very  comfortably. 
As  I  fnve  no  cltate  to  leave   behind 
me,   I  am  not  troubled  with  the  im- 
portunate  oflkioulnefs  of  relations, 
or    legacy    hunters,    and  I  confidcr 
the  world  as  made  for  me,  not  me 
for    the   world:    it    is    my    maxim, 
therefore,  to  enjoy  it  while  I  can,  and 
let  futurity  fliift  for  iit'df'.'     While 
he    thus    indulged    his   own  talkative 
vein,  and  at  the  fame  time,  no  doubt, 
expecled    a    retaliation    from 'me;    a 
young  man  entered,    drefled  in  black 
velvet  and  an  enormous  tye-wig,  witd 
an   air  in  which  natural  levity  and  af- 
fefted  folemnity   were  fo  jumbled  to- 
gether,   that  on  the  whole  he  appear- 
ed a  burlefque  on  all  decorum.     This 
ridiculous    oddity  danced    up    to   the 
table  at   which    we    fat,    and    after   a 
thoufand  grimaces,    artted   my  friend, 
by  the   name  of   Mr.  Medlar,    if  we 
were  not  engaged  upon  bufmefs.     My 
companion  put  on  a  furly  countenance, 
and  replied,    '  No  great  bufmefs,  doc- 
'   tor;     but,     however — *     «  O!  then,* 
cried   the  phyfician,  '  I  inuft  beg  your 
«  indulgence  a  little;  pray  pardon  me, 
'  gentlemen. — Sir,'  laid  he,  addrefling- 
himlelf  to   me,    «  your  moll    humble 
'  fervant;  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me, 
'  Sir.     I  mult    beg  the  favour  to  fit, 
'  Sir.     Sir,  I  have  fomething  of  con- 
'  fequence  to  impart  to  my  fiiend  Mr. 
'  Medlar.     Sir,  I   hope  you   will  ex- 
'  cufe  my  freedom  in  whif'pering,  Sir.* 
Before  1  had  time  to   give  this  com- 
plail'ant    perfon    my    permiffion,    Mr. 
Medlar  cried,    '  I'll  havi.  no  whifper- 
1  ing;  if  you   have  any  thing   to   fay 
'  to  me,   (peak  with  an  audible  voice/ 
The  doctor  feemed  a  little  difconcert- 
ed  at   this   exclamation,    and    turning 
again    to  me,    made  a  thoufand   apo- 
logies for   pretending    to   make    myf- 
tery  of  any  thing,   a  piece  of  caution 

which, 
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which,  he  faid,   was  owing  to  his  ig- 
norance of  my  connexion    with    Mr. 
Medlar;   hut  now  he  underftood  I  was 
a  friend,  he  would  communicate  what 
he  had  to  fay  in  my  hearing.     He  then 
began,  after  two  or  three  liems,  in  this 
manner:  '  You  muft  know,  Sir,  I  am 
jtift  come  from   dinner  at  my  Lady 
FlareitV — (then    addreffing   himfelf 
o  me)  '  a  lady  of  quality,  Sir,  at  whofe 
table  I   have  the  honour  of  dining 
fometimes.— There  was  Lady  State- 
ly,  and  my  Lady  Lamm,  and  Mrs. 
Dainty,    and    Mifs  Biddy  Gigler — 
upon  my  word  a  very  good-natured 
young  lady,  with  a  very  pretty  for- 
tune, Sir.     There  were  alfo  my  Lord 
Straddle,  Sir  John  Shrug,  and  m;ifter 
Billy  Chatter,  who  is  actually  a  very 
facetious  young  gentleman.    So,  Sir, 
her  ladyfhip  (being  me  txceffively  fa- 
tigued, for  (he  was  the  lalt  of  fifteen 
patients   (people  of  diftinflion,  Sir) 
whom  I  had   vifned  this   forenoon, 
infilled   upon    my    Maying    dinner, 
though,  upon   my  word,   I  proteft  I 
had   no  appetite;    however,   in   com- 
pliance with   her  ladyfhip's  requeft, 
Sir,   I  fat  down,   and  the  converfa- 
tion   turning   on    different   fubjecls, 
among    other    things    Mr.    Chatter 
a(ked  very  earneftly  when  I  faw  Mr. 
Medlar.     I  told  him  I  had   not   had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  thefe  nine- 
teen hours  and  a  half:  for  you  may 
remember,   Sir,  it  was  nearly  about 
that  timej   I  won't   be  pofitive  as  to 
a  minute.    "  No!'  fays  he;   "  then  I 
defire  you  will  go  to  his  lodgings 
immediately  after  dinner,    and    fee 
what's  the  matter  with  him,   for  he 
mult  certainly  be  very  bad  from  hav- 
ing laft  night  eat  fuch  a  vail  quan- 
tity of  jaw  oyfters."     The   crufty 
gentleman,   who,  from   the  folemnity 
of  his  delivery,  expected  fomtthing  ex- 
traordinary,  no  fooner  heard  his  con-- 
clufion,  than   he  ftarted  up  in  a  tefty 
humour,  crying,  '  Pfliaw,  pfhaw!  d— n 
«  your  oydersj*  and  walked  away,  after 
a  fhort  compliment  of,    «  your  fervant 
'  Sir,'  tome.    The  doftor  got  up  alfo 
faying,   «  I  vow  and  proteft,  upon  my 
'  word,  I  am  actually  amazed,'    and 
followed  Mr.  Medlar  to  the  bar,  which 
was  hard  by,  where  he  was  paying  for 
his  coffee;  there  he  whilpered  fo  loud, 
that   I  could  overhear,    <   Pray,   who 
«  is  this  gentleman?'     His  friend  re- 
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plied  haflily,  «  I  might  have  known 
'  that  before  now,  if  it  had  not  been 
'  for  your  impertinent  inrrufion!'  and 
walked  off,  very  much  difappointtd. 
The  ceremonious  phyfician  returned 
immediately,  anil  fat  down  by  me, 
aikmg  a  thoufand  pardons  for  leaving 
me  alone;  and  giving  me  to  under- 
iiand  that  what  lie  had  communicated 
to  Mr.  Medlar  at  the  bar  was  an  af- 
fair of  the  lalt  importance,  that  would 
admit  of  no  delay.  He  then  called 
for  fome  coffee,  and  launched  out  into 
the  virtues  of  that  berry;  which,  he 
faid,  in  cold  phlegmatic  constitutions, 
like  his,  dried  up  the  luperfluous  moi- 
fture  and  braced  the  relaxed  nerves. 
He  told  me  it  was  utterly  unknown  to 
the  ancients,  and  derived  it's  name  from 
an  Arabian  word,  which  I  might  eafi- 
ly  perceive  by  the  fvunil  and  termina- 
tion. From  this  topitk  he  transferred 
his  dif'quifitions  to  the  verb  drink , 
which  he  affirmed  was  improperly  ap- 
plied to  the  taking  of  coffee,  inafmuch 
as  people  did  not  think,  but  fip  or  fip- 
ple  that  liquor;  that  the  genuine  mean- 
ing of  drinking  is  to  quench  one's  third, 
or  commit  a  debauch  by  fwallowing 
wine;  that  the  Latin  word,  which  con- 
veyed the  fame  idea,  was  bibereorpo- 
tare,  and  that  of  the  Greeks  finein  or 
poteein,  (hough  he  was  apt  to  believe 
they  were  differently  ufed  on  different 
occafions.  For  example:  to  drink  a 
vaft  quantity,  or,  as  the  vulgar  exprefs 
it,  to  drink  an  ocean  of  liquor,  was 
in  Latin  potare,  and  in  Greek  poteeitTt 
and  on  the  other  hand,  to  ufe  it  mode- 
rately, was  bibere  and  pinein\  that  this 
was  only  a  conjecture  of  hisown,  which, 
however,  feemed  to  be  fupported  by  the 
word  bibulous,  which  is  particularly 
applied  to  the  pores  of  the  ikin,  that 
can  only  drink  a  very  (mall  quantity 
of  the  circumambient  moifture,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  diameters ; 
whereas,  from  the  verb  poteein,  is  de- 
rived the  fubltantive  potamos,  which 
fignifies  a  river,  or  vatt  quantity  of  li- 
quor. I  could  not  help  fmiling  at 
this  learned  and  important  inveitiga- 
tion;  and  to  recommend  myfelf  the 
more  to  my  new  acquaintance,  whofe 
difpofition  I  was  by  this  time  well  in- 
formed of,  I  oblerved,  that  what  he 
alledged  did  not,  to  the  beft  of  my  re- 
membrance, appear  in  the  writings  of 
the  aucients  5  for  Horace  ufes  the  words 

fit* 
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frto  and  lilo  indifferently  tor  the  fame 
in  the  twentieth  oJc  of  his 

«c  tu  bibii  u-vam* 

!    lia.i    invir   heard    of  the   veili 

,   t>ut  I'M. i  fotam'ji,  potfma,  and 

:  i  om  />»«0,   pofa, 

1    winch   tlie 

other  word 

lal  diinkii>°;.     H.m.er  dd'cribes 
Nelfor  ai  hi.-  cups  in  ihele  woi.ls: 

Wcftwaftu..  t  jinonta^-.Yw;/,i. 

An  '  Anrjcreon  mentions  it  on  the  fame 
occafion  almolt  in  evt;y  p..gc, 
\ 

Pin  v 

Ctan  pi ni- 

Qfrli-x."  tgr,  dc  j-ino. 

And  in  a  thoufand  other  places.  The 
^o£lor,  who,  douhtltls,  intended  by 
his  ciiticifm,  to  give  me  a  high  idea  of 
his  ejudiriun,  was  infinitely  iurpnzed 
to  find  hiii'.felf  i'chooled  by  on?  of  my 
•.i:ice;  and  after  u  cor.fi,'- :  .hL- 
panic,  cried,  *  Upon  my  wore!,  you 
'  arc  in  »!ie  right,  Sir!  1  find  I  have 

*  not    conflicted    this   afi'air  with  my 

*  ufual  accuracy/    Then  accofting  me 
in  Latin,  vviiich  he  {poke  very  well,  the 
converfation   was   maintained  full   two 
hours,  on  a  variety  of  li'>jccls,  in  that 
language;  and,  indeed,  he  ipoke  fo  ju- 
Jicioutly,  that   I    was   convinced,    not- 
withftandmg  h'8  whimlical  appearance, 
and  attenticjj  to  trifles,  that  he  \v.i,   u 
man  of  txtenlive  knowledge,  efpetially 
in  hooks.  He  looked  upon  me,  as  I  af- 
terwards underltood  from  Mr.  Medlar, 
as  a  piodii^y  in  learning;  and  propofcd 
tiidt  v  >t  cng;iged, 
to  introduce  me  to  feveral  young  gen- 
tlemen or   fortune  and   falhjon,   with 
V^hom  he  had  an  appointment  at    the 
Bcutoid  codec -honk. 
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V 
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COMPA'JrON* — THE     DOC- 
18      ROASTF!)  —  THE      ISSU8 


I  Accepted    his  offer   with   pleafure, 
an  I  we  wrnt  thither  in  a  hickney- 
,  wl:t-rc  I  law  3  grt.it  number  of 
gay  fi.  taring  about,    niolf  of 

whom  i'pokc  to  the  doctor  with  great 
fantili.iritv.  Among  th"  reft  it 
groupe  or'  them  round  the  fire,  whom 
1  immediately  knew  to  he  the  very  pei- 
fons  who  had  the  night  before,  by  thrir 
laughing;,  alarmed  my  iu(';>icion  of  the 
iady  win.  hud  put  herfelf  under  my 
protection.  They  no  fooner  pei<eut<l 
me  LT..I-I  with  Dr.  Wagtail,  (for  thst 
.  comp'-t'ion's  name)  th.in  they 
trttered  and  wi:ilj>ered  one  to  another: 
an.'  I  was  not  a  littte  unprized  t. 
fhat  they  were  the  grntleinen  to  whole 
acquaintance  he  defined  to  recom- 
mn'd  me;  for  when  he  obferved  them 
togt-thci-,  he  told  me  who  they  were, 
and  dtiired  to  know  by  what  name  he 
fhould  introduce  n;e.  I  fatisfird  him 
in  tliat  parttcnlar;  and  he  atlv 
with  gr^at  gravity,  laying,  '  Gcnt!«- 
'  men,  your  molt  >bedient  :  give  me 
«  leave  to  introduce  my  friend  Mr. 
'  Random  to  your  ilcirty."  Therf 
turning  TO  m?,  '  Mi.  Random,  tiiis 
«  is  Mr.  Bragwell  —  Mr.  Banter,  Sir— 
'  Mr.  Ciiattei  —  my  fii-nd  Mr.  Sly- 
«  boot,  and  Mr.  Ranter,  Sir.'  I  i'ahite4 
eacii  of  them  in  order;  and  wn-n  I 
eamc  to  rake  Mr.  Slyboot  by  the  hard, 
I  perceived  him  thruA  his  tongue  in  hia 
cl)eek,  to  the  no  finall  cntertainotnt 
of  -ne  coiTuv.ny;  !>ut  I  did  not  tlrnic 
proper  to  t;.ke  ;my  notice  of  it  on  this 
occaiion.  Mr.  Renter,  too,  (who  I  af- 
t«rw:trds  learned  was  a  player)  iiif- 
playfd  his  talents,  Sy  mimicking  my 
air,  ftatutcs,  *n<\  voice,  while  he  re- 
turned -my  compliment:  this  frit  I 
ftiould  not  have  oven  Co  fenfible  of,  had 
I  not  leen  him  behave  in  the  fame  mr.n- 
ner  to  my  friend  W.-.^t:-.:!,  when  he 
madr  rip  to  them  at  fit  It.  lint  for  once 
I  kt  him  «rjay  the  ft  nits  of  his  dexte- 
rity wirli.-.'H  ii'iHHcii  or  controul,  re- 
folvecl,  howv:vri  ,  ti>  challile  his  mio- 
Irnce  at  a  more  convenient  bpponunity. 
Mr.  SI>lK»jt  !;!ir|ling  I  wa 
alked  if  I  h'd  been  lately  in  1 
and  when  I  nnfwertct  in  the 
enquired  if  1  had  fet-n  the  Luxetoburgti 
gallery.  1  told  him  I  had  cenfidrred 
it  more  ihun  once,  with  great  s 
Y 


i66 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


vpon  this  a  converfation  enfued,  in 
which  I  difcovered  him  tf  be  a  painter. 
While  we  were  dilcouifing  upon  the 
particulai  s  of  this  f  jmcms  performance, 
I  overheard  Banter  aflc  Dr.  Wagtail, 
where  he  had  pickea  up  this  Mr.  Ran- 
dom. To  which  qucftion  the  phyfi- 
cian  anfwered,  '  Upon  my  word,  a 

*  jnighty  pretty  fort  of  a  gentleman;  a 
4  man   of  fortun-,   S;i';   he   ha?    mad?, 

*  the    grand    tour,     r;nd    feen    the  hell 

*  company  in  Europe,  Sir  '  —  •  What, 

*  he  told  y^u   lo.    I  luppole?'  faid  the 
other  j  '  I  tske  him  to  ;.  c  nuthe;-  more 
'   nor  lefs  titan  a  Fiench  valet  de  r.Ham- 
4  bre.'  —  <Oh'  barbarous,  barbarous!' 
cried   the    doclor;     «  iliis   is    ^cbv'lv, 


*  upon    my    word,     ahogc'her 

*  countable.      1    know    •  .,    .,is   family 

*  perfectly  well,  Sir;  he's  of  the  Run- 
'   doms  of  the  iionh;  a  very   iinoient 
4  houfe,  Sir;  and  a  di^ant  relation  of 
4  mine/     1   was  extremely  net  f  led  at 
the  conjecThue  of  Mr.  Banter,  and  be- 
gan  to  enurtain  a  very  indifferent  opi 
nion   of  my  company  in  genen.l;  but 
as  I  might  poffibly  by  their  means  ac- 
quire a  more  rxi-r,  five  ;md  TtM^eabl"  ac- 
quaintance, I  dete<n;iried  to  bear  ti.de 
little  morfific^tioni  as  lor-  as  T  could 
without  injui'mp.  the  di^iitv  of  mv 
rncT.er.     After  having  taHt(         r  iome 
time  on  the  weather,  plays,  politic..*, 
and  other  cofrec-hoi:fe  :ubj<.c:>.,  it  was 
propofed  that  we  fliould  fpend  the  tun- 
ing at  a  noted  tavern  in  the  neigh;>o'.;r 
hood,  win  'her  we  repaired  in  a  body. 
Having   t-ikcn    pofleffion    ot    a   icom, 
called  for  Frentn  wine,  and    beipoke 
fupper,    the    glafs    went   about   pruty 
freely,  and  the  characters  of  my  ^ffo- 
ciates  opened  upon  me  more  and  more. 
It  foon  appea.ed  th:;t  the  ilcflor  wds 
entertained  as  a  butt  for  the  pH.intu  .;iid 
playe.    to  exercife  their  wit  upon,  for 
th."   diverfion    of  the    company.     Mr. 
Ranter  began  the  game,  by  a/king  him 
•what  was  good  for  a  hoarfencfs,  Jovvneis 
oh  fpirits,  and  indigelHon,  for  lie  was 
troubled  with    all  thefe  complaints  to 
a  very  great  degree.     Wagtail  immedi- 
ately undertook  to  explain  the  nature  of 
his  cafe,  and  in  a  very  prolix  manner 
harangued    upon   prognofticks,    diag- 
nolticks,  '  fymptomaticks,    'therapeu- 
ticks,    inanition,    and  repletion;    then 
calculated  the  force  of  the  ftomach  and 
lungs   'in    their   refpeclive  operations; 
alcribed  the   player's  malady  to  a  dif- 
ordcr  in  thefe  organs,  proceeding  from. 
hard  drinking  and   vociferation,   and 


pjefcribed    a    courfe    of     ftomacl.icks, 

with  al:Jiinence  from  vene  y,  wine, 
and  loud  .''peaking,  laughing,  f;ns;rg, 
Co«|  niii.  ,  i'lic-'.z'uig,  or 
'  Paiil  pah''  cneri  Ranter,  .  teni),;t . r.g 
him,.  *  tue  ;  :.-icdy  is  "<  ic  ''inn  tl-.e 
'  ilifrai^.  I  vi>ih  1  Jv  cw  wliore  to 
'  fin'i  forrte  •imier-water.'1 — '  Pinder- 
4  water!'  i-i'i  the  doilc>)r;  '  u-t  r\  my 
4  word  I  ''  vou,  Mr, 

'  ll.intei  .'-  Water  ,-xnact.  .i  from 
4  tirdci,'  n'Diic.l  tlv  .'hei;  *  :m  MI,I- 
4  ve'fil  fj  c  Sck  f.-.;  .ill  di!ti.rnp*. ,s  m- 
«  ,rnt  tn  u  .  wai  \\ivi-'  ted  by 

'  a  learne:1  Gentian   :; 
4  a    vah.ablc   cor'u  .r'.tion,     ini; 
4  the  iiciet  to  /a.-'c  ;ius  ' — 4  ""' 

:  •  lain         'as   n.  it 

',,)    Solomon,  a^   i.-.ppe.-n-s   by  a 

'  Greek  mr-".i'".ripr,  rn  hi?     wn          cl- 

4    wr't:ng.    I:       y    :  '-ot  of 

mi   L--\  .n<   •,  by  a  <t-.:ai'  n(  who 

g  foi  —      Veil,* 

faid    Wagtail,  '  in    a'l   ivy   vait  read- 

*  ing,   I   i.tvr  •  ^t  wi'li  irch  .    ;;.(^a- 

*  ration!   ne-li'-r  ..lid   I    kr   w   lill   this 
4  minute,     that    S'-lomon  ^  ;."d 

*  Grc.k,  QJ  ^-1- 
4  leftine.'      .                  .  ', 
fayii.'',   >:t.    was    'nn     .                 Doftof 

.i.akt  leaft      .ubt 

,,  :  ,  '-(landing;  Greek, 
when  Lt:  is  rtpieicr,  !  '  us  us  the 
•vi^'1  and  bi  \  •  '.ucai-.d  ^-','CP  m  the 
world,  ..:^d;.f.  ror  potHtocsy  slvy  were 
franf  l.-j.nt.d  thitlier  from  Ireumd,  in 
•he  tiu.c  r.f  the  Crui.ide-,  by  iome 
knights  ot  that  c-  UI-M-;,  .  '  I  prcfds,* 
laid  the  doflor,  '  there  is  nothing  more 
«  likely;  I  .'-oiild  acbiniiy  give  a  vait 
'  fum'ior  a  Tight  of  that  manuscript, 
4"  which  in  lift  be  ineftimable:  and  if  I 

*  ,  .  ju-itodd    the    procefs,    would    fet 
'  about  it  immediately.'     The  player 
aflured  him,  the  procefs  was  very  iim- 
ple;    that    he    muft    cram    a    hundred 
weight   of  dry  tinder  into  a  ghfs  re- 
tort, and  diftilling  it  by  the  force  of 
animal    heat,    it    would    yield    half  a 
fcruple  of  infipid-  water,  one  diop  of 
which  is  a  full  doje.     '  Upon   my   in- 
4  tegrity!'     exclaimed    the    credulous 
do61or,    '  this    is    very   amazing    ard 

extraordinrfr-  !  that  a  caput  mortuum 
fhall  yield  any  water  at  all.  I  mull 
own  I  have  always  been  an  enemy  to 
fpecificks,  which  I  thought  incon- 
fiilent  with  the  nature  of  the  animal 
oecononvy;  but  certainly  the  autho- 
rity of  Solomon  is  not  to  be  qnef- 
tioned.  I  wonder  where  I  lliall  find 
*  a  glafs 
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ft   retort  large  enough  to  con- 
luch   a  vali  <j«iaiuiiy  of  tinder, 
the  ron.'innption  of  wrvch  mult  un- 
tile  price  ot   paper; 
ii  ill  1  find  ami!  •!  hc.U  lur- 
',  t  vcn  to  warm  I" 
r    inforni'il    i-.-m   that   he   might 
:  t  blown  for  him  a-,    big  as 
:.   (t  method 
l)v   an.iiV'i 
i-:e   it  in  the  mit: 

an  infirmary  h-r  fevpriih  patients,  who 
migli;  ir.attrafTes  aroun. 

in  en i  it.     He  had  no  fooner 

i  :   th;ie   words,  tiian    Wag- 

tail exclaimed  in  a  rap: UK-,  '  \n  ad- 
1  miiable  expedient,  as  I  ht>««e  to  be 
'  1'ivcii!  I  will  put  it  in 

4  practice.'  This  fimplicity  of  the 
phyficMfl  fin  milled  »-xctilcnt  diveili»n 
for  the  company  ;  who,  in  their  turns, 
filtered  at  him  in  i:  •  ni'::il  compim 
which  his  vanity  iwallowed  as  the 
genuine  fentimcms  of  their  h.-aits. 
Mr.  Chatter,  impatient  of  fo  long  a 
,  no, v  broke  out,  and  entertain- 
ed us  with  a  catalogue  of  all  the  peo- 
ple who  danced  at  the  lad  Hampitead 
{tir-mhly,  with  a  moll  circumltantial 
account  of  the  drefs  and  ornaments  of 
eaJi,  from  the  lappets  of  the  ladies  to 
the  ihoe-buckles  of  the  men;  con- 
cluding >vith  idling  Bragwell,  that  his 
niirtrds,  M-linda  \,vas  there,  and  Icein- 
cd  to  mil's  himj  and  foliciting  his 
company  at  the  next  occafion  of  that 
kind.  '  No,  no,  damme,'  faid  Brag- 
well,  «  I  have  fbineihing  ell'e  to  mind, 

•  than  dangle  after  a  parcel  of  giddy- 

•  headed  gnls;  hefides,  you  know  my 

•  temper  is  fo  unruly,  that  I  am  apt  to 
4   involve    mylelf    in   fcrapes,    when  a 

•  woman  is  concerned.     The  lait  time 
4   1    w?.s   there,  I    had    an   affair    with 
'  Tom    Tripper.' — '  O  !    I    remember 
«  that,'    cried  Banter;     *  you    lugged 
'  out    before    the  ladies;  and  I  com- 
4    mend  you  for  fo  doing,  becaufe  you 
'   had  an  opportunity  of  (hewing  your 
'  manhood  without  runningany  rifque.' 
— '  Ril'que!'  laid  the  other  with  a  hcrce 
countenance,  'damn  my  blood!  1  fear 
'  no  nfques.     I  an't  afraid  of  lugging 
'  out  agamft   any  man   that  weais  a 
4   head,    damme!    'tis    well    known    I 

•  have  drawn  blood  more  trnn  once, 
'  and    lott  fome   too;   but   what   does 
4   that    fignit'y  ?'     The    player    begged 
this  champion  to  employ  him   as  his 
fecund  the  iKxt  tune  he  intended   to 


kill,  for  he  w  mted  to  fee  a  man  die  uf 
a  lt.il),  thai  he  might  know  l.ow  lo  act 
liicii  a  part  the  niuie  niuiir.iily  on  the 
Itage.  '  Dicf  replied  the  ha\i:  '  nw, 
by  God  I  1  know  >ettcr  tilings  than 

10  incur  the  v-i  iiit  of  a   Mi.i.Jltiex 
j'nyj  I  (hoihd  look  upon  my  fcncing- 
in  iltcr  to   lie  an  ignorant  Ion  of   a 
bitch,   if  IK'   had   nut    t.. ,: 

pnck  any   pait   of    my  ai>ta-T'.inlt's 

il.uly     that     I     pleafe    lo    dila,)le.'— 

I1  nied  Siyboot,  4  if  ihai  be  tlic 

,  I  have  a  favour  to  alk;  you 
ii;u It  know  I  am  t;i:pioyed  to  j)  imt  a 

II  on  tin-  crols;  and  my  purpose 
is  to  ifprticiu  him  at  that  po.nt  of 
time  when  tiie  i'pear  is  tinuil  into  his 

11  ic.       Now  I   llioul.l   be  glad    you 
w.'uld    in    my    prclence    pink    lome 
imrei tment  fellow   into  convulfions, 
without  endangering  his  life,  that  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
good  clever  agony  from  nature:   the 
dnirtor  will  dueft  you  where  to  enter, 
and  how  far  to  go;  but   pray   Itt  it 
bt  as   near  the  left  fide  as  pollible.' 

Wagtail,  who  took  this  propotal  1'e- 
lioully,  ooferved  that  it  would  be  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  penetrate  in;o 
the  left  fide  of  the  thorax,  without 
hurting  the  heart,  and  of  conitqutnce 
killing  the  patient}  but  he  believed  it 
was  poffiMe  for  a  man  of  a  very  nice 
hand,  and  exacl  knowledge  of  ana- 
tomy, to  wound  the  diaphragms  fome- 
w'nere  about  the  fkiris,  which  mignt 
induce  a  fmgultus,  without  being  ai- 
temied  with  death}  that  he  was  ready 
to  demonlbate  tlie  inlertinn  of  the 
mulcle  to  Mr.  Bragwellj  but  delired 
to  have  no  concern  with  the  experi- 
ment, which  might  eflTentially  prejudice 
his  reputation  in  ca(e  of  a  milcauiage. 
Bragwell  wa»  as  much  impofed  upon 
by  the  painter's  waggery  as  the  doc- 
tor, and  declined  engaging  in  the  affair, 
laying  he  had  a  very  greut  regard  tor 
Mr.  Slyboot,  but  had  iaid  it  d>>wn  as  a 
maxim,  never  to  fight  except  wlu 
honour  was  engaged.  A  tnouland 
jokes  of  this  kind  were  ottered;  :he 
wine  circulated,  (upper  was  lervcd  iu, 
we  ate  heartily,  reti.rned  to  the  bottle , 
Bragwell  became  noify  and  trouble- 
lome,  Banter  grew  more  and  more 
fevere,  Ranter  rchearied,  Slyboot 
faces  at  the  whole  company,  I  lung 
French  catches,  and  Chattel'  killed  ru~ 
with  great  aft'eftion  5  while  the  doc~Kr, 
wall  a  wwitul  countenance,  lat  lilert 
Y  2  like 
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Jike  a  diiciple  of  Pythagoras.  At 
length  it  was  propofed  hy  Bragwtll, 
'thatwe  mould  fcour  the  hundreds,  fweat 
the  conflable,  inaui  the  watch,  and  then 
rtel  foberly  to  bed. 

While  we  deliberated  on  this  expedi- 
tion,  the  waiter  came  into  the  room, 
and  afkcd  for  DocW  Wagtail.    When 
he  underftood  he  was  prefent,  he  'told 
him  there  was  a  lady  below  to  enquire 
for  him;  at  which   meffage  the  piiyfi- 
cian  ftaned  from  his  melancholy  con- 
templation, and  with  a  look  of  extieme 
tonfufion,  afl'ured  the  company  he  couid 
not  poiiibly  be  the  peribn  wanted,  for 
he  had    no  comie£tion  with    at,y  lady 
whatever,  and  bade  the  drawer  tell  her 
fo.    '  For  fhame!'  cried  Banter,  '  would 
you  be  fo  impolite  as  to  refufea  lady 
the  hearing;  perhaps   (he  comes  for 
a  confultation.     It  mutt  be  fome  ex- 
traordinary affair,  that  brings  a  lady 
to  a  tavern  at  this  timeo'night.— Mr. 
Ranter,  pray  do  the  doctor's  baife- 
mains  to  the  lady,  and  iqtiire  her  hi- 
ther.'    The  player  immediately  Dag- 
gered out,  and  returned,  leadingin,with 
much  ceremony,  a  tall  (trapping  wench, 
whole  appearance  proclaimed   her  oc- 
cupation.    We  received  her  with  the 
uttnuft  folemnity,  and  with  a  good  deal 
of   intreaty  (he  was  periuaded    to  frt, 
when  a  profound  filenceenfued,  during 
which  flie  fixed  her  eyes,  withadiiconfo- 
late  look,  upon  the  defter,  who  was  ut- 
terly confounded  at  her  behaviour,  and 
returned  her  melancholy  four- fold;  at 
length,  after  a  good  many  piteous  fighs, 
fhe  wiped  her  eyes,  and  accefted  him 
thos:  '  What!  no  tone  word  of  comfort? 
Will  nothing  foften  that  itony  heart 
of  thine?  Not  all  my  tears!  not  all 
my  affiiSion!  Not  the  inevitable  ruin 
thou  haft  brought  upon  me!  Where 
are  thy  vows,  thou  faithlel's,  perjured 
man?  Halt  thou  no  honour;  no  con- 
fcience;  no  remorfe  for  thy  perfidi- 
ous   conduft   towards   me!   Anfwer 
me,  wilt  thou  at  laft  do  me  juftice,  or 
mull  I  have  recourfe  to  heaven  or  hell 
for  my  revenge  !'    If  poor  Wagtail 
was  amazed    before   fhe   fpoke,    what 
mutt  his  confufion  be  on  hearing  this 
addrels!   His  natural  palenefs  changed 
into  a  ghaftly  clay  colour,  his  eyes  roll- 
ed, his  lips  trembled,  and  he  anfwered 
in  an  accent  not  to  be  defcribed,  '  Up- 

*  on  my  word,  honour,  and  falvation, 

fam,  you  are  actually  miftaken  in 

*  my  perfon.     I  have  a  naoit  particular 


'  veneration  for  your  Cex,  ami  am  a<r- 

*  tually  incapable_of  iiijuring  any  lady 
'  in  the  fmallelt  degree,  Madam;   bc- 
'  fides,  Mad  im,  to  ihe  bett  of  rny  re- 

*  collection,  I  never  had  the  honour  of. 
'  feeing   you    before,   as   I  hope  to  be 
'  favc-d,    Madam!' — 'How,     traitor!' 
cried  fhe,    '  dolt  thou  difown  me  then?" 
'  Miftakeii!   no,  too  well  I  know  that 

*  fair  bewifcl>ing  face  !  too  weli  I  know 

*  that  falfe  enchanting  tongue! — Alas, 

*  gentlemen,  fmce  the  villain  compels 
'  me,    by    his   unkimlnefs,   to  ex  pole 

*  myfelf  and  him,  know  that  this  L>e- 
'  trayer,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
'  ho-nonrable  addrefies,  won  my  hearty 

*  and,  taking  advantage  of  hisconquelt, 
'  robbed  me  of  my  virgin  treafure,  and 
'  afterwards  abandoned  me  to  my  fate! 

*  I  am  now  four   months  gone   wiih 
'  child  by  him,  turned  out  of  doors  by 
'  my  relations,  and  left  a  prey  to  mifery 
'  and  want' — Yes, thou  barbarian,'  faid 
fhe,  turning  to  Wagtail,  'thou  tiger, 
'  thou  fuccubus !   too  well  thoti  knovr- 

*  e(t  my  fituation  -r  but  I  will  tear  out 
'   thy   faithleis    heart,   and   deliver  tha 

*  world  from  fuch  a  monfter.'    So  lay- 
ing, fhe  I'prung  forward  at  the  doftor; 
who,  with    incredible   agility,    jumped 
over  the  table,  and  ran   behind  Brag- 
well,  while  tli£  red  of   us  endeavouied" 
to  appeafe  the  furious    heroine.     Al- 
though every  body  in  the  company  af- 
fected the  utrnott  fm prize,  I  could  ea- 
fily  perceive  it  was  a  fchenie  concerted 
among  them  to  produce  divei  fion  at  the 
doctor's  expence ;  and  being  under  no 
concern  about  the  confequence,  I  en- 
tered into  the  confederacy,  anil  enjoyed 
the  diftrefs  of  Wagtail;  who,  with  tears 
in  his   eyes,  begged  the  protection  of 
the  company,  declaring  himfelf  as  in- 
nocent of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge, 
as  the  foetus  in  utfro;  and   hinting  at 
the  fame  time,   that  nature  had  not  pwt 
it  in  his  power  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  a 
trefpaf's.       '  Nature!'   cried    the    lady, 

there  was  no  nature  in  the  cafe;  he 
abufed  me  by  the  help  of  charms  and 
fpells;  elfe  how  is  it  poflible  that  any 
woman  could  haveliltened  to  the  ad- 
drefles  of  fuch  a  fcare-crow?  Were 
thefe  owlifli  eyes  made  for  ogling^ 
that  carrion  complexion  to  be  admir- 
ed; or  that  mouth  like  a  horfe  fhoe 
to  bekifled?  No,  no,  you  owe  your 
iucceisto  your  philtres,  to  yourdrugs 
and  incantations;  and  not  to  your 
natural  talents,  which  are  in  every 
4  icfpeit 
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and  conit-i-'ptibl'-.'  The 
now  thought  lit-  had  got  an  op- 
ny   ot    vindicating    huul 
.!y;   ami  dilin-i!  the  coii'pUmant 
to  compile  heiiclf  but  for  half  an  hour, 
in  wliich  lit  undertook  t<>  prove  the  ab- 
lurdity  of  believing  in  the  power  of  in- 
cantations, which  were  only  idle  dreams 
of  ignorance  ai.d  I'tiperHition.     lleac- 
cunlitigly    pronounced  a   veiy  learned 
diicourle  upon  the  nuture  of  ideas,  the 
powns  aiul  independence  of  the  n.ind, 
the  properties  of  tlimulating  medicines, 
the  difference  between  a  proMDefi  to 

venvry,  which  many  fimples  would 
create,  and  a  paflion  limiu-d  to  one  ob- 
ject, which  can  only  be  the  rclult  of 
and  reflection;  and  concluded 
with  a  pathetick  remonltrance,  letting 
i'onli  lii->  iiuhappinefs  in  being  profecu- 
ted  with  therelentrrient  of  a  lady  whom 
he  had  never  injured,  nor  even  ieen  be- 
foie  that  occaiiun,  and  whofe  faculties 
were,  in  all  likelihood,  lo  much  im- 
paired by  her  mistoi  tunes,  that  an  in- 
nocent pti ion  was  in  danger  of  being 
ruined  t»v  her  dilbrder.  He  had  no 
iboner  finished  his  harangue,  than  the 
foilorn  pijacefl  renewed  her  lamenta- 
tions, and  cautioned  the  company  a- 
g-iinlt  his  eloquence,  which,  Ihe  laid, 
was  able  to  bias  the  moll  impartial 
bench  in  t'hriitendom.  Banter  adviled 
him  to  efpoule  her  immediately,  as  the 
only  means  to  f:ilve  his  reputation,  and 
offered  to  accompany  him  to  the  Fleet 
for  that  purpofe;  but  Slyboot  propoled 
that  a  father  fhould  be  purchaleJ  for 
the  child,  and  a  comfortable  alimony 
fettled  on  the  mother.  Ranter  promi- 
ied  to  adopt  tin-  infant  giatis.  Wag- 
tail was  icady  to  worfhip  him  for  his 
generciit)  j  and  though  he  periiHed  in 
j.ioteliing  his  innocence,  condescended 
to  every  thing  rather  than  his  unble- 
mifhed  character  fliould  IK-  calK-d  in 
cjudtion.  The  lady  rej«-fted  the  |>io- 
pofal,  and  infilled  en  matrimony.  Biag- 
wtll  took  up  the  cudgels  for  the  doctor, 
and  undertook  to  rid  him  of  her  impoi  - 
t-iniiy  for  half  a  guinea;  tipon  which 
Wagtail,  with  great  eageintls,  pulled 
out  his  purle,  and  put  it  into  the  hand 
•  •!  ins  friend,  who  taking  half  a  piece 
out  of  it,  gave  it  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
haile  her  thank  God  for  her  good  for- 
tune. When  Ihe  had  received  ;!.u 
iioumy,  (he  aftrclcd  to  weep,  aiul  beg- 
Rtd,  hnce  the  phylician  bad  renounced 
hei,  he  would  at  Icart  vubchuU  her  a 
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.  this  he  was  prevailed  up. 

on  to  k-M.u.t,  wiili^.ic.ii  I-  Inctance,  and 
wentupwiih  his  ul'ual  lolemnuy  tola- 
lute  her;  when  me  laid  hold  of  hit 
cheek  with  her  teeth,  and  held  (.ill, 
while  he  roared  with  anguill*,  to  the 
uiuurakabic  divtiUon  of  all  pteient. 
When  me  thought  proper  to  releaic  him, 
me  dropped  a  low  curtfcy  to  the  com- 
pany, and  quitted  the  room,  leaving 
the  doclor  in  the  utmoft  horror,  not  lo 
much  on  account  of  the  pain,  as  the 
apprchenlion  of  the  conlequer.re  of  the 
bite;  for  by  this  time  he  was  convinced 
of  her  being  mad.  Banter  prefcribed 
the  :iclual  cautery,  and  put  the  poker  in 
the  rite  to  be  heated,  in  order  to  Ji-ar 
the  place.  The  player  was  of  opinion 
that  Bragwell  mould  (coop  out  the  part 
affected  with  the  poiut  ot  his  fword>; 
but  the  painter  prevented  both  theft? 
dreadful  operations,  by  recommending 
a  balkun  he  had  in  his  pocket,  whicu 
never  fdiled  to  .cure  the  bite  of  a  mad 
dog;  lo  laying,  he  pulled  out  a  fmaH 
bladder  of  black  paint,  with  whicli  he 
inftantly  anointed  not  only  tlje  fore, 
but  the  grcatelt  part  of  the  pstient's 
face,  and  left  it  in  a  frightful  condition. 
In  fhort,  the  poor  creature  was  lo  har- 
ratled  with  fear  and  vexation,  that  I  pr- 
ticd  him  extremely,  aiul  lent  him  home 
in  a  chair,  contrary  to  the  inclination 
of  every  body  prefent. 

This  freedom  of  mine  gave  umbrage 
to  Bragwell,  who  teitified  his  diipleu*- 
line,  by  iwearing-a  few  threats,  with- 
out making  any  application;  which 
being  perceived  by  Slyboot,  who  fat 
by  me,  he,  with  a  view  of  promoting 
a  quarrel,  whifpered  to  me,  that  he 
thought  Jiragwell  ufed  me  very  ill; 
but  every  nxui  was  the  bell  judge  of 
his  own  affairs.  I  anfweretl  aJoud, 
that  I  would  neither  lutFtr  Mr.  Brag- 
well  nor  him  to  ule  me  ill  witft  im- 
punity; and  that  I  llood  in  no  need  of 
his  counlo!  in  regard  to  the  regulation 
of  my  conduct.  He  thought  piopev 
to  aflc  a  thoufand  pardons,  and  allure 
me  he  meant  no  offence;  while  Biag- 
wcli  feigned  himfelf  afleep,  that  l<r 
might  not  be  obliged  lo  take  notice  ot 
what  palled.  But  tl.c  pluyci,  who  had 
more  ^uiinil  ipiiits,  and  lets  diicre- 
tion  than  Slyboot,  unwiilmg  to  let  the 
affair  lell  where  !)«.  had  dropped  it,  jog- 
ged Mr.  Bragwtll,  and  told  him  lott- 
ly,  that  1  ca'trd  him  n:imes,  a<ui 
threatened  10  cudgtl  him.  This  \-~.r- 

ticular 
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ticutar  I  undfiHVood  by  his  ftaiting  up 
and  crying,  '  Blood  and  wounds!  you 
'  lye:  no  man  durit  treat  me  fo  igno- 
*  jninioufly. — Mr.  Random,  did  you 
'  call  me  names,  and  threaten  to  drub 
'  me?'  I  denied  the  imputation,  and 


where,  after  he  had  kicked  half  a 
dozen  of  hungry  whores,  -ve  left  him 
a  deep  on  a  bench,  and  .•"  reeled  our 
couiie  townrd*  'Jharir;,-  dot's,  near 
which  pla<  br  he  and  I  lodged. 
The  n«  .in  iryneis  of  my  compa- 


propoied  to   punifh  the  icoumirel'who     nion    being    overcame   Hy    liquor,    he 

endeavoured  to  foment  diltoibance  in 

the  company.     Bragwcll   fignified    his 

approbation,  and  drew    his    fword ;  I 

did  the  lame,  and  accofted  the  aftor  in 

thefe  words  :  '  Look'e,    Mr.    Ranter, 

I  know  you  poflefs  all  the  mimickry 

and  mifchievous  qualities  of  an  ape, 

becaufe  I  have  oblerveci  you  put  them 

all   in   practice  more   than  once  to 

night   on    me,    and   others;    now    I 

want  to  fee  if  you  refemble  one  in 

nimblenefs    alfo,    therefore   I    delire 


honoured  <r.  i>y  "ie  way  with  '.'any 
complimei  nd  profeffions  o:  friend- 
fliip,  for  v/.ich  I  made  tunable  ac- 
knowledgment.' ;  and  told  him,  I 
thought  myf':it  happy  in  having,  by 
my  bdnviour,  removed  the  unfavour- 
able opinion  he  entertained  of  me  at 
firft  fight.  He  w..»  furpuzrd  at  this 
thclarttion,  and  begged  me  to  explain 
myfdf ;  upon  which  I  mentioned  whac 
I  had  over-heard  him  lay  of  me  to 
Wagtail  in  the  coffee  houfe.  He 
laughed,  and  made  an  apology  for  his 
freedom,  alluring  me,  that  my  appear- 
ance had  very  much  prcpoffeffed  him  in 
my  favour ;  and  what  he  faid  was 
only  intended  as  a  joke  on  the  doctor's 
folenmity.  I  was  highly  pleaftd  at 
being  undeceived  in  this  particular, 
and  not  a  little  proud  of  ihe  good  opi- 


you  to  leap  over  this  fword  without 
hefitation.1  So  faying,  I  held  it 
parallel  to  the  horizon,  at  the  diltance 
of  about  three  feet  from  the  floor,  and 
called,  '  Once,  twice,  thrice,  and  a- 
•  way!*  but  inftead  of  complying  with 
my  command,  he  fnatched  his  hat  and 
hanger,  and  affuming  the  looks,  fwag- 

ger,  and  phrale  of  Piftol,'  burft  out  in     nion  of  this  wit,  who  (hook  me  by  the 
the  following  exclamation,  *  Ha!  muft     hand  at  parting,  and  promifed  to  meet 
I  then  perform  inglorious  prank,  of    me  next  day  at  the  ordinary, 
fylvan  ape  in  mountain  foreft  caught! 
Death   rock    me   afleep,  abridge  my 
doleful  days,  and  lay    my   hand   in 
fury's  lap.  Have  we  not  Hiren  here?' 
This  buffoonery    did   not   anfwer    his 
expectation,  for  by  this  time  the  com- 
pany was  bent  on  feeing  him  in  a  new 
character.     Mr.  Banter  ciefired  me  to 
hold  my  fword  a  foot  or  two  higher, 
that  he  might  have  the  better  oppor- 
tunity of  exerting  himfelf.  The  painter 
told   him,    if  he  performed    well,   he 
would  recommend  him  as  a  vaulter  to 
the  proprietors  of 'Sadler's  Wells  ;  and 
Bragwell  crying,  '  Leap  for  the  king!" 
applied  the  point  of  his  fword  to  the 
player's  pofteriors  with  fuch    fuccefs, 
that  he    (prung   over  in    a   trice,  and 
finding  the  door  unguarded,  vanifhed 
in   a  twinkling  ;  glad,    no   doubt,  of 
having  paid  his  (hare  of  the  reckoning 
Co  eafily. 

It  being  now  near  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  we  difchargcd  the  bill, 
and  fallied  out  into  the  ftreet.  The 
painter  flunk  away  without  taking  his 
leave  5  Billy  Chatter,  being  unable 
•to  fpeak  or  ftand,  was  fent  to  a  bagnio; 
and  Banter  and  I  accompanied  Brag- 
well  to  Moll  King's  coftee-houle; 


CHAP.    XI. 

STRAP   COMMUNICATES  TO  ME  A 
CONQUEST  HE  HAD  MADE  Oe  A 
CHANDLER'S     WIDOW         FINDS 
HIMSELF   MISERABLY  MISTAKEN 
— I  GO. TO  THR  OPERA — ADMIRE 
MELINDA— AM    CAUTIONED    BY 
BANTER — GO  TO  THE  ASSEMBLY 
AT   HAMPSTEAD — DANCE    WITH 
THAT    YOUNG    LADY — RECEIVE 
AN    INSOLENT    MESSAGE   FROM 
BRAGWELL,    WHOSE    METAL    IS 
SOON   COOLED — AM  IN   FAVOUR. 
WITH    MY    MISTRESS,   WHOM   I 
VISIT   NEXT  DAY,  AND  AM,BUB- 
BLEDOUTOF  EIGHTEEN  GUINEAS 
AT  CARDS  —  STRAP  TRIUMPHS  AT 
MY  SUCCESS,  BUT  IS  ASTONISH- 
ED AT    MY    EXPENCE — BANTER 
COMES  TO  MY  LODGING,  IS  VERY 
SARCASTIC    AT    MY    EXPENCE, 
AND    BORROWS    FIVE    GUINEAS 
FROM  ME,    AS  A  PROOF  OF   HIS 
FRIENDSHIP. 

N  the   morning,  before   I  got   up, 
Strap  came  into  my  chamber,  and 
finding   n;e  awake,    hemmed    feveral 

times. 
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times,  fcratched  his  head,  call  his  eyes 

.•uml,  ami  vmli  a  veiy  tool- 

liinyei  upon  his  face, 

me  u   i  '  h«- h.id  K>u.c  tUnig  to 

•.•.•mini,  >,  He.    •  i  nunance,' 

to  hear  good  tiding*.' 

,   titteiing; 

•  as  it  fl...il  !>L-.      You 

«   nail'  '.now,  1  h.ive  fome  thoughts  of 

«  alt'-.  condition.'—4  What!' 

i      .ni'iniilicd,      4  a    matrimonial 

•:H •?    O  iaie  Strap!    thou  halt  ;.;ot 

«  the   herls  of    me   at    l.iit.' — '  N — no 

,   ;  :nl  he,    burrting 

into  ;«  !..i>t-h.  of  i  .f- approbation:    4  a 

,;v.'- chandler's   widow,    that  lives 

!   by,    has  tak"n  a  liking  to  me. 

*  A   fine   jolly  dame,  as  p:ump   as  a 

.ulge  She  ins  a  w  ll-furniflied 
4  honk,  a  l.tilr  trade,  and  a  goo-1  deal 
4  of  the  ready.  I  may  h .'.-;-.•  :;er  for 
«  the  iifking.  She  told  u  friend  of 
4  mine,  a  brother  footman,  that  (he 
4  would  take  me  oiu  of  a  (linking 
'  clout.  But  I  refuted  to  gn 

*  fioal  anfwei ,   till  I  knew   your  opi- 
4   nior  of    the    matter.'     I   congratu- 

Monfieur  D'EHiapes  upon  his 
conqueft,  and  approved  of  the  fclicme, 
nioviiltd  he  could  be  afiWed  of  thofe 

.(lances  of  her  fortune;  but  ad- 
yifed  r.im  to  do  nothing  rafhly,  and 
give  me  an  opporti.  ity  of  feeing  the 
1  uly  before  matters  mould  be  brought 
to  a  conclufion.  He  afl'ured  me  he 
would  do  nothing  without  my  confent 
and  approbation,  and  that  very  morn- 
ing, while  J  was  at  breakfalf,  intro- 
duced his  inamorato  to  my  acquain- 
tance. She  was  a  (holt  thick  woman, 
about  the  age  of  thirty-fix,  and  had  a 
particular  prominence  of  belly,  which 
I  peiceiveJ  at  fint  fight,  not  without 
lime  luipicon  cf  foul  piay.  I  defned 
her,  however,  to  lit,  and  treated  her 
with  a  di(h  of  tea;  the  difcourfe  turn- 
ing on  the  good  qualities  of  Strap, 
whom  I  reprelented  as  a  prodi 
fobnety,  induttiy,  and  virtue.  When 
(he  took  her  leave,  he  followed  her  to 
the  door,  and  returned  licking  his  lips, 
and  aiking  if  I  did  not  think  (he  was 
a  lufcious  creature.  I  made  no  myf- 
tery  of  my  appieiienfion,  but  declar- 
ed my  fentiments  of  her  without  re- 
.  at  which  he  was  not  furptized, 
telling  me,  he  had  oblVrved  the  lame 
fymptom,  but  was  informed  by  his 
friend  that  (he  was  only  liver-grown, 
qnd  would  in  a  few  months  be  as  1'ruall 


in  the  waill  as  ever.  '  Ye«,'  (aid  I, 
'  a  few  weeks,  I  belive,  will  do  the 
a-fs.  In  fliort,  Strap,  it  is  my 
4  opinion  that  you  are  egngioudy  im- 
4  poled  upoiij  .md  that  this  friend  is 
4  no  other  u  ..n  a  raical  wlio  wants  to 
4  [nilni  hi*  tiull  upun  you  for  a  wife, 
4  tiiat  he  may  ar  o:ice  diliver  hiinfclf 
4  horn  the  impoitumties  of  the  mo- 
4  ther,  and  the  expence  of  her  bant- 
4  lingj  tor  which  realon  I  would  not 
4  have  you  trult  implicitly  to  the  re- 
4  port  he  makes  of  her  wealth,  which 
4  is  inconfittcnt  with  his  behaviour; 
'  nor  run  your  head  precipitately  into 
4  a  nooie,  that  you  may  afterward* 
4  wilh  exchanged  for  the  hangman's.* 
Ht-  feemed  veiv  much  (tariitii  at  my 
n.linuation,  and  promil'ed  to  look  twice 
!>efoie  he  leaped,  laving,  with  forae 
'•  eat,  '  Odds!  if  I  find  his  intention 
'  is  to  hi  tray  me,  we  (hall  fee  which 
4  of  us  is  the  better  man.'  My  pre- 
diction was  verified  in  leis  than  a  fort- 
nJ»-htj  her  great  belly  producing  an 
infant,  to  the  unfuesknltle  amazement 
of  Strap,  who  was,  befoie  this  hap- 
pened,  inclinable  to  believe  I  had  re- 
fined a  little  too  much  in  my  penetra- 
tion. His  fali'tf  fliend  di (appeared,  and 
in  a  few  days  after  an  execution  wa» 
iiTued  againft  her  goads  and  houfhold- 
fiinutuie,  which  were  (uzed  by  the 
creditors. 

Meanwhile,  I  met  my  friend  Banter 
at  the  ordinary,  and  in  the  evening 
went  to  the  opera  with  him  and  Mr. 
dinner,  who  pointed  out  Melinda  in 
one  of  the  boxes,  and  offered  to  intro- 
duce me  to  her,  oblciving  at  the  fame 
time,  that  (lie  was  a  reigning  toalt 
worth  ten  thoufand  pounds.  This 
piece  of  information  made  my  heart 
bound  with  joy,  and  I  difcovered  great 
eagernefs  to  accept  the  piopolnlj  upon 
which  he  allured  me  I  Ihould  dance 
with  her  at  the  next  alltmhly,  if  be 
had  any  influence  in  that  quarter;  fo> 
faying,  he  went  round,  (poke  to  her 
fome  minutes,  and,  as  I  imagined, 
pointed  at  me;  then  returning,  told 
me,  to  my  inexprcllihle  plea  lure,  that 
I  might  depend  upon  what  he  had  pro- 
mifed,  for  (lie  was  now  engaged  as  my 
partner.  Banter,  in  a  whiter,  gavp 
me  to  underltand,  that  (lie  was  an  in- 
corrigible coquette,  whovwould  grant 
the  fame  favour  to  any  young  fellow 
in  England,  of  a  tolerable  appear- 
ance, mciely  to  engage  him  amonf  the 

herd 


herd  of  her  admirers,  that  (he  might 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them  daily 
rncreafe;  that  (he  was  of  a  cold  in- 
ienfible  difpofition,  dead  to  every  paf- 
fion  but  vanity,  and  fo  blind  to  merit, 
tliat  lie  would  lay  any  wager,  the 
wealthier!  fool  mould  cany  her  at  laft. 
I  attributed  a  good  deal  of  this  intel- 
ligence to  the  fatirical  turn  of  my 
friend,  or  refentment,  for  having  him- 
felf fuffered  a  rebuff  from  the  lady  in 
queftion;  and,  at  any  rate,  trufted  fo 
much  to  my  own  accomplishments,  as 
to  believe  no  woman  could  reiilt  the  ar- 
dour of  my  addreffes. 

Full  in  this  confidence,  I  repaired  fo 
Hainpttead,  in  company  witlv.  Billy 
Chatter,  my  Lord  Hobble,  and  Doctor 
Wagtail.  There  I  faw  a  very  brilliant 
a-ifembly,  before  whom  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  walk  a  minuet  with  Melinda, 
who  charmed  me  with  her  frank  man- 
ner and  ealinds  of  behaviour.  Before 
the  country-dances  began,  I  received  a 
meflage  by  a  perfon  I  did  not  know, 
from  Bragwdl,  who  was  prefent,  im- 
porting that  nobody  who  knew  him, 
prefumed  to  dance  with  Melinda,  while 
he  was  therein  peiTon;  ami  that  I  would 
do  well  to  relinquifh  her  without  noife, 
becaufe  he  had  a  mind  to  lead  up  a 
country- dance  with  her.  This  extra- 
ordinary intimation,  which  was  deli- 
vered in  the  lady's  hearing,  did  not  at 
all  difcompofe  me,  who  by  this  time 
was  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  my  rival.  I  therefore, 
without  the  leaft  fymptom  of  concern, 
bade  the  gentleman  tell  Mr.  Bragwell, 
that  fince  J  was  fo  happy  as  to  obtain 
the  lady's  confent,  I  (hould  not  be  fo- 
Jicitous  about  his;  and  defired  the 
nearer  himfelf  to  bring  me  no  fuch  im- 
pertinent meflfages  for  the  future.  Me- 
linda affected  a  fort  of  confufion,  and 
pretended  to  wonder  that  Mr.  Brag- 
well  fliould  give  himfelf  fuch  liberties 
with  regard  to  her,  who  had  no  man- 
ner of  connection  with  the  fellow.  I 
laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  difplay 
my  valour,  and  offered  to  call  him  to 
an  account  for  his  infolence,  a  pro- 
pofal  which  (he  abfolutcly  refufed,  un- 
der pretence  of  coniuhing  my  fafety, 
though  I  could  perceive  by  the  fpaik- 
lingof  her  eyes,  that  (he  would  not 
have  thought  herfelf  affronted  in  being 
the  fubject  of  a  duel.  I  was  by  no 
means  pleafed  with  this  difcovery  of 
her  thoughts,  which  not  only  argued 


the  mod  unjullifiable  vanity,  but  like- 
wife  the  nioft  barbarous  indiffcrehct| 
however,  I  was  allured  by  her  fortune, 
and  .refolved  to  gratify  her  pride,  in 
making  her  the  occafiou  of  a  public's 
quarrel  between  me  and  Bragwell} 
who,  I  vvas  pretty  certain,  -.v.ulil  ne- 
ver drive  matters  to  a  dangerous  ex- 
tremity. 

While  we  danced  together,  I  ob- 
ferved  this  formidable  rival  at  one  end 
of  the  room,  encircled  with  a  clutter 
of  beaus,  to  whom  he  talked  with  great 
vehemence,  carting  many  big  looks  at 
me,  from  time  to  time:  I  guefled  the 
fubjed  of  his  difcourfe,  and  as  foon  as 
I  had  handed  my  partner  to  her  ft-at, 
(trotted  up  to  the  place  where  he  ftood; 
and,  cocking  my  hat  in  his  face,  de- 
manded aloud,  if  he. had  any  thing  to 
fay  to  me.  He  anfwered  with  a  fullen 
tone,  '  Nothing  at  prefent,  Sir.'  And 
turned  about  upon  his  heel.  «  Well,* 
faid  I,  '  you  know  where  I  am  to  be 
*  found  at  any  time.'  His  companions 
flared  at  one  another,  and  I  returned 
to  the  lady,  whofe  features  brightened 
at  my  approach,  and  immediately  a 
whifper  ran  through  the  whole  room; 
after  v/hVn,  fo  many  eyes  were  tinned 
upon  me,  that  I  was  ready  to  fink  with 
confufion.  When  the  ball  broke  up, 
I  led  her  to  her  coach ;  and,  like  a  true 
French  g;iHant,  would  have  got  up  be- 
hind it,  in  order  to  protect  her  from 
violence  on  the  road;  but  (he  abiblute- 
ly  refufed  my  offer,  and  exprefled  her 
concern  that  there  was  not  an  empty 
feat  for  me  within  the  vehicle. 

Ntxt  day  in  the  afternoon  I  waited 
on  her  at  her  lodgings,  by  permiflion, 
in  company  with  Chatter,  and  was 
vrry  civilly  received  by  her  mother, 
with  whom  (he  lived:  there  were  a 
good  many  fa/hionable  people  prefent, 
chiefly  young  fellows;  and  immediate- 
ly after  tea  a  couple  of  card-tables 
were  fet,  at  one  of  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  play  with  Melinda,  who  in  lefs 
than  three  hours  made  Biift  to  plunder 
me  of  eight  guineas.  I  was  well 
enough  content  to  lofe  a  little  money 
with  a  good  grace,  that  I  might  have 
an  opportunity  in  the  mean  time  to  fay 
foft  things,  which  are  ftill  moft  wel- 
come, when  attended  with  good  luck; 
but  I  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  of  her 
fair  play,  a  circumffance  that  fliocked 
me  not  a  little,  and  greatly  impaired 
my  opinion  of  her  difmtereitednefs  and 
delicacy. 
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dflicary.  However,  I  was  refulved  to 
fit  by  this  behaviour,  and  tieat  her 
in  my  turn  with  lefs  ceremony;  ac- 
cordingly, I  hid  clofe  fuge  to  her,  nnd 
rinding  her  not  at  all  difgufted  with 
the  grol's  inccnfe  I  offered,  th.it  very 
right  made  a  declaration  of  lov»  in 
•  m  terms.  She  received  my  addrefles 
with  great  gaiety,  and  pretended  to 
laugh  them  off,  Hut  at  the  fame  time 
treated  me  with  fuch  paiticuhr  com- 
placency,  that  I  was  perfuadeJ  I  lud 
made  a  conqtitit  of  her  heart,  and  con- 
cluded mylelf  the  happieti  man  alive. 
£levatcd  with  thefe  flattering  ideas,  I 
fat  down  again  to  cards,  after  flipper, 
and  with  great  cheat  fuinefs  fuffered  my. 
felf  to  be  cheated  of  ten  guineas  mor;-. 

It  was  l.i'c  before  I  took  my  leave, 
after  being  favoured  with  a  genera!  in- 
vitation; and  when  I  got  into  bed,  the 
adventures  of  the  day  hindered  me  from 
fleeping.  Sometimes  I  pleafed  myfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  poflefling  a  fine  wo- 
man with  ten  thcufand  pounds;  then 
I  would  ruminate  on  the  character  I 
had  heard  of  her  from  Banter,  and 
compare  it  with  the  circumftances  of 
her  conduft  towards  me,  which  feem- 
ed  to  bear  too  great  a  refemblance  to  the 
piflure  he  had  drawn.  This  introduced 
a  melancholy  reflection  on  the  expence 
I  had  undergone,  and  the  fmallnefs  of 
my  funds  to  lupport  it,  which,  by  the 
bye,  were  none  of  my  own;  in  fliort,  I 
found  myfelf  involved  in  doubts  and 
perplexities,  that  kept  me  awake  the 
greateil  part  of  the  night. 

In  the  morning,  Strap,  with  whom 

I  had  not  converfed  for  two  days,  pre- 

fented   himielf   with    the  utenlils    for 

{hiving  me;  upon  which,   I    aiked  his 

;union  of  the  lady  whom  he  had  feen 

'    me  conduft  to  her  coach  at  H.unpftead. 

*  Odd!  flic's  a  delicious  creature,'  cried 

he;  '  and,  as  I  am  informed,  a  great 

»  fortune.  I  am  lorry  you  did  not  in- 
fill on  going  home  with  her.  I  date 
fay,  flie  would  not  have  refufed  your 
company;  for  (he  feems  to  be  a 
good-humoured  foul.' — '  There's  a 
time  for  all  things,'  faid  I.  «  You 
mutt  know,  Strap,  I  was  in  com- 
pany with  her  till  one  o'clock  this 
morning.'  I  had  no  fooner  pro- 
nounced thefe  words,  than  he  began 
to  caper  about  the  room,  and  fnap  his 
fingers,  crying  in  a  tranfport,  «  The 
•  day's  our  ownl  the  day's  our  own!' 
I  gave  him  to  undcriiand  that  his  til- 
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umph  wag  a  little  premature,  and  that 
I    liu.l    IDOI e   ditikiiltii-s    to  furmount 
than  lie  was  aware  of;  then  1  lecount- 
cd    to  him  the  intelligence  I  had   re- 
ceived  from    Banter.     At    which    he 
changed  colour,  fliook  his    head,  and 
obferved  there  was  no  faith  in  woman. 
I  told  him  I  was   refolved  to  make  a 
bold  pufli,  notwithftanding,  although  I 
foiel.iw  it  would  lead   me  into  a  great 
expence;  and  bade  him  guefs  the  Cum 
I   had    loft   Jaft   night   at   cards.     He 
fcratchrd  his  chin,   and   profefled  his 
abhorrence  of  cards,  the  very  name  of 
which  being  mentioned  made  him  fweat 
with  vexation,  as  it  recalled  the  mo- 
ncy-diopper  to  his  remembrance;  '  But 
however,'  faid  he,   '  you   have  to  do 
with  oihtr- guefs  people  now.     Why, 
I  luppofe,  if  you  had  a  bad  run   hit 
night,  you  would  Icarce  come  off  for 
lets  than  ten  or  twelve  Hulling.'  I  was 
mortified   at   this  piece  of   fimplicity, 
which  I  imagined,  at  that  time,  was  all 
afFecled,  by  way  of  reprimand  /or  my 
follyj  and  aflted  with  Ibme  heat,  if  he 
thought  I  fpent  the  evening  in  a  cellar 
with  chairmen  and  burners;  giving  him 
to  know,  at  the  fame  time,  that  my  ex- 
pence  had  amounted  to  eighteen  gui- 
neas. It  would  require  the  pencil  of  Ho- 
garth to  exprels  the  aftonifliment  and 
concern  of  Strap,  on  hearing  this  piece 
of  news;   the  bafon  in  which  he   was 
preparing  the  lather  for  my  chin,  drop- 
ped, out  of  his  hands,  and  he  remained 
lome  time  immovable  in  that  Judicious 
attitude,  with  his  mouth  open  and  his 
eyes    thrull  forward   confiderably   be- 
yond   their  flation;    but  remembering 
my  difpofition,  which  was  touchy  and 
impatient   of  comroul,    he  imothered 
his   chagrin,  and   attempted  to  recol- 
lect himielf.     With  this  view,   he  en. 
deavoured  to    laugh;    but  in    fpite  of 
his  teeth,  broke  out  into  a  whimper, 
took  tip  his  wafli-ball  and  pewter  pot, 
fcrubbed  my  beard  with  the  one,   and 
difcharged    the    other  upon    my    face. 
1  took  no  notice  ot  his  confufion,   but 
after  he   had    fully  recovered  himielf, 
put  him  in  mind  of  his  right,   and  af- 
i'ured  hi ai  of  my  readmefs  to  furrender 
his  tff-ilU    whenever  he   Ihould  think 
proper  to  demand  them.     He  wa»  net- 
tled   at    my    infinuation,     which    he 
thought  proceeded  irom  my  diluult  of 
his  iriemlfh'p:  and    begged    I    would 
never  talk  to  him  in  that  (train  again, 
unleis  I  had  a  mind  to  break  his  heart. 
Z  Thi» 
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This  good  creature's  unalterable 
friendlhip  for  me  affefted  me  with  the 
moft  grateful  fentiments,  and  afted  as 
a  fpur  to  my  refolution  of  acquiring  a 
fortune,  that  I  might  have  it  in  my 
power  to  manifeft  my  generofity  in  my 
turn.  For  this  purpofe,  I  determined 
to  bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion 
with  Melinda;  well  knowing  that  a 
few  fuch  nights  as  the  laft  would  ef- 
fectually incapacitate  me  from  prole- 
cuting  that  or  any  other  advantageous 
amour. 

While  my  meditation  was  bufied  in 
planning  out  my  future  conducl,  Mr. 
Banter  favoured  me  with  a  vifit ;  and 
after  breakfaft,  afked  how  I  had  pafT- 
ed  the  preceding  evening.  I  anfwer- 
ed,  I  was  very  agreeably  entertained 
at  a  private  houfe.  '  Yes,'  faid  he, 
with  a  farcaftick  fmile,  '  you  deferved 
'  fomething  extraordinary  for  the  price 
'  you  paid.'  I  was  furprized  at  iliis 
remark,  and  pretended  ignorance  of 
liis  meaning.  *  Come,  come,  Ran- 
'  dom,'  continued  he,  '  you  nted  not 
'  make  a  myftery  of  it  to  me,  when 
'  the  whole  town  has  it.  I  wi(h 

*  that  foolifh  affair  between   you   and 

*  Bragwell    at   Hampftead    had    been 

*  lefs  publick.    It  has  let  all  the  bufy- 
'  bodies  at  work  to  find  out  your  real 
'  character  and  fituation;  and  you  can- 
«  not  imagine    what   conjectures  have 

*  already  circulated  at    your  expence. 

*  One  iufpec'ls   you  to  be  a  Jeluit  in 
'  difguife;  another  thinks  you  are  an 
'  agrnt  from  the  Pretender;    a    third 
«  believes  you   to  be  an  upftart  game- 
«  fter,    becaufe    nobody    knows    any 

*  thing  of  your  family  or  fortune;    a 
«  fourth  is  of  opinion,  that  you  are  an 
«  Irifh  fortune-hunter.'     This  laft  hy- 
pothefis  touched  me  lo  nearly,  that,  to 
conceal  my   confufion,   I  was  fain  to 
interrupt   his   detail  ;    and    damn   the 
world  for  an  envious  meddling  com- 
munity, that  would  not  fuffer  a  gen- 
tleman   to    live    without    moleftation, 
He  took  no  notice  of  this  apoftrophe, 
but  went   on:  '  For  my  own  part,  I 

neither  know,  nor  defire  to  know, 
who  or  what  you  are;  this  I  am 
certain  of,  that  few  people  make  a 
myftery  of  their  oiigin  or  fituation, 
who  can  boatt  of  any  thing  advanta- 
geous in  either;  and  my  own  opi- 
nion uf  the  matter  is,  that  you  have 
raifed  youilelf  by  your  induftry, 
from  nothing,  to  the  appearance  you 
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c  now  maintain,  and  which  you  endej- 

*  vour  to  fupport  by  fome  matrimonial 
'  fcheme.'      Here    he    fixed    his   eyes 
ftedfailly  upon  me,  and  perceiving  my 
face   covered    with  blufhes,    told    me, 
now  he  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion. 

Look  ye,  Random,1  faid  he,  '  I  have 
divined  your  plan,  and  am   confident 
it  will  never  fucceed.     You    are  too 
honed  and  too  ignorant  of  the  town, 
to    praclife  the    neceflary    cheats  of' 
your  profefTion,   and  detecl  the  con- 
fpiracies  that  will  be  formed  againll 
you.  Brinies  you  are  downright  bufli- 
ful — what    the   devil!    fct   up.  for  a 
fortune-hunter  before  you   have  con- 
quered the  fenfe  of   fhame!    Perhaps 
you  are  entitled  by  your  merit,  and 
I  believe  you  are  to  a  richer  and  bet- 
ter wife  than  Melinda;  but  tr.ke  my 
word  for  it,  (he  is  not  to  be  won  at 
that  rate;  or,   if  you  are  fo  lucky  as 
to  carry   her,   between  you  and    me, 
you  tuny  fay  as  Teague  did,   By  my 
foul  I  bame gained  a  lofs!  She  would 
take  care  to  fpend  her  fortune  in  a 
twinkling,  and  foon  make  you    fick 
of  her  extravagance.'     I  WHS  alarm- 
ed by  his  difcourfe,  while  I  refented  the 
freedom  of  it,  and   exprefled  my  dif- 
gu(t,  by  telling  him,  he  was  miitaken 
in  my  intentions,  and  tlefiring  he  would 
give  me  leave  to  regulate  my  condufl 
according   to   the  dictates    of  my  own 
reafon.     He   made  an  apology  for  the 
liberty  he  had  taken,  and  aicribed  it 
to  the  warmth  of  his  friendship  for  me; 
as    an    uncommon   inftance  of  which, 
he  borrowed  five  guineas,  a  flu  ring  me, 
there  were  very  few  people  in  the  world 
whom  he  would  fo  far  favour  with  his 
confidence.     I   gave   him  the  money, 
and  pro  ft  fled  mylelf  fo  well  convinced 
of  his  finctrity,  that  he  had  no  occa- 
fion   to   put    it   to  fuch   extraordinary 
proof  for   the  future.       '  I  thought,* 
laid   he,   .«  to  have    afked    five   pieces 

*  more,  but  hearing  you  was  bubbled  of 
'  eighteen  laft  night,  I  prefumed  you 

*  might   be  out   of  cam,  and  refolved 

*  to  model  my  demand   accordingly.* 
I  could  not  help  admiring  the  cavalier 
behaviour  of  this  fpark,  of  whom  I  de- 
fired  to  know  his  reafon  for  faying  I 
was    bubbled.     He    then  gave    me  to 
underftand,  that  before  he  came  to  my 
lodgings,  he  had  beat  up  Tom  Tofsle, 
who    having  been    prefent,    informed 
him   of  the   particular,   rehearfed    all 
the  fine  things  J  faid  to  Melinda,  with 

which 
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w/Jjich    he    propofed    to   entertain    the 
UK!    lining  other  circumltanccs, 

.1   him   my  miltrefs  cheated  with 
io  I.:  ,t  nobody  but  a  mere 

•  could  have  been  impofcd  upon. 

T!i<-  thoughts  of  becoming  a  fubjeft 

Coxcombs,    and  lofnig 

my  mni.i/y  to  boot,    (tung    me  to  the 

«jui<k;  but  I  made  a  virtue  of  my  in- 

:ion,    and    fwoie    tli.it    no    man 
(hi.uld,    with  impunity,  cither  afperfe 

Yira&ir  of  Melinda,  or  turn   my 

.  oui  into  ridicule.  He  replied  in 
a  dry  manner,  that  I  would  find  it  an 
ic.ui  nlk  to  chaftife  every  body 
wlni  mould  laugh  at  my  expence;  and 
the  character  of  Melinda,  he  did 
not  fee  how  it  could  fuffer  by  what  was 
laid  to  Inr  charge;  for  tlrat  cheating  at 
c;irds,  far  from  being  reckoned  a  bie- 
mifli  among  people  of  famion,  was 
looked  upon  as  an  honourable  indica- 
tion of  (iiperior  genius  and  addrefs. 
'  But  let  us  wave  this  fuhjecl,'  faid 
he,  '  and  go  to  the  coffee- houfe,  in 
*  order  to  make  a  party  for  dinner.' 


C  II  A  P,    XII. 

W"  REPAIR.  TO  THE  COFFEE- 
HOUSE, WHERE  WE  OVERHEAR 
A  CURIOUS  DISPUTE  BETWEEN 
WAGTAIL  AND  M  t  D  L  A  R  ,  W  H  I C  H 
JS  REFERRED  TO  OUR  DECISION 
—THE  DOCTOR  GIVES  AN  AC- 

l  NT  OF  HIS  EXPERIMENT- 
MEDLAR  IS  ROASTED  BY  BAN- 
TER, AT  THE  ORDINARY — THE 
OLD  GENTLEMAN'S  ADVICE  TO 

ME. 

BEING  as  willing  to  drop  the 
theme,  ;is  he  to  propofe  it,  I  ac- 
companied him  thither,  where  we  found 
Mr.  Medlar  and  Doctor  Wagtail,  dif- 
puting  upon  the  word  Cuftard,  which 
the  phyiician  affirmed  mould  be  fpelt 
with  :i  G,  bccaufe  it  was  derived  fiom 
the  Litin  veib  gujrare,  '  to  ta(K-.' 
But  Medlar  pleaded  cultom  in  behalf 
of  C,  obltiving,  that  by  the  doctor's 
rule  we  ought  to  change  pudding  into 
kuddutgt  bccaufe  it  is  derived  from 
the  French  woid  Lou  Jin;  and  in  ihat 
cafe  why  not  retain  the  original  ortho- 
graphy and  pronunciation  ot  all^the 
foreign  words  we  have  adopted;  by 
which  means  our  language  would  be- 
come a  diuTonaut  jargon,  without  il.«u- 


d.nd  or  propriety.  The  controversy 
was  referred  to  us;  and  Banter,  not- 
wiihUanding  hit  real  opinion  to  the 
contrary,  decided  it  in  f.uo'ii  of  Wag- 
t.nl:  upon  which  the  pttvifh  annuitant 
rirclf,  and  uttering  the  monofy liable, 
pijb'  with  gieat  emphafis,  removed  to 
another  table. 

We   then   enquired  of  the   doclor, 
whit  progrefs  he  had  made  in  the  expe- 
riment of  difiillmg  tinder-water;  and 
lie  told  us  he  had  been  at  all  the  glafs- 
houfes    about   town,    but   could    find 
nobody  who  would  undertake  to  blow 
a  retoit  large  enough  to  hold  the  third 
part  of  the   quantity    prefcribed;    but 
he   intended  to  try  the  procefs  on  as 
much    as    would    produce    five  drops, 
which  would  be  fuhHcient  to  prove  the 
fpecifick,  and  then  he  would  make  it  a 
parliamentary   affair;    that  he  had  al- 
ready purchafed  a  confiderable  weight 
of  rigs,  in  reducing  which  to  tinder/ 
he  had  met  with  a  misfortune,  which 
had  obliged  him  to  change  his  lodg- 
ingst   for  he  had  gathered  them  in  a 
heap  on  the  floor,  and  fet  fire  to  them 
with  a  candle,    on  a   fuppofition   that 
the  boards  would  fultain  no  damage, 
becaule  it  is  the    nature  of  flame    to 
afcend;  but  by    fome  very  extraordi- 
nary accident,  the  wood  was  invaded, 
and  began  to  blaze  with  great  violence, 
which  disordered  him  fo  much,  that  he 
had  not  prefence  of  mind  enough  to 
call  for  afiiltance,  and  the  whole  houfe 
muft  have  been  confumed  with  him  ia 
the  midlt  of  it,  had  not  the  I'moke  that 
rolled  out  of  the  windows  in   clouds, 
alarmed      the     neighbourhood,      and 
brought  people  to  his  iuccour.     That 
he    had    lull    a    pair  pf    black    velvet 
breeches,  and  a  tye-wig,  in  the  hurry, 
belides  tiie  expenceof  the  rags,  which, 
were  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  water  uled 
to  quench  the  flame,  and  the  damage 
of  ii)f  floor,  which  he  was  compelled 
to  repair.     That  his  landlord  believing 
him  <iiftraclei),  had  inisfted  on  his  quit- 
tint;  his  apartment  at  a  minute's  warn- 
ing, and  he  was  put  to  incredible  in- 
.; it-nee;  but   now  be  was  fettled 
in  a  verycomfortable  houfc,   and  had 
the  ufe  of  a  large  paved  yard  for  pre- 
paring his  tinder:   fo  Hut  he  hoped  in 
a  very  fhori  time  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
his  labour. 

After  having  congratulated  the  doc- 
tor on  his  pro;'j.ii-t,  .n  i  read  the  papers, 
we  repaired  to  an  au&ioii  of  picture*, 
Z  2  wheie 
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where  we  entertained  ourfelves  an  hour 
cr  two;  from  thence  we  adjourned  to 
the  Mail,  and  after  two  or  three  turns, 
went  back  to  dinner,  Banter  nffming 
us,  that  he  intended  to  roait  Medlar 
at  the  ordinary;  and,  indeed,  we  were 
no  fooner  fet,  than  this  cynick  began  to 
execute  his  purpofe  by  telling  the  old 
gentleman  he  looked  extremely  well, 
confulering  the  little  deep  he  had  en- 
joyed laft  night.  To  this  compliment 
Medlar  made  no  reply,  but  by  a  (tare 
accompanied  with  a  fignificant  grin; 
and  Banter  went  on  thus:  '  I  don't 
'  know  whether  moft  to  admire  the 
'  charity  of  your  mind,  or  the  vigour 
'  of  your  body.  Upon  my  foul,  Mr. 

*  Medlar,    you    do    generous    things 
«  with    the    beft   tafte  of  any    man  I 

*  know!    You  extend  your  compaflion 
«  to  real  objects,  and exa£l only  fuch  re- 
'  turns  as  they  are  capable  of  making. 
'  You  muft  know,  gentlemen,'  faid  he, 
turning  to  the  company,    '  I  had  been 
'  up  moft  part  of    the  night  with  a 

*  friend  who  is  ill  of  a  fever,  and  on  my 
«  return  home  this  morning   chanced 
'  to    pafs    by  a   gin-mop    (till    open, 
«  wherice   ifiued  a  confufed  found  of 
'  mirth   and   jollity:    upon    which,    I 

*  popped  in  my  head,   and  perceived 

*  Mr.  Medlar  dancing  bare-headed  in 
«  the   midft  of   ten  or  twenty  ragged 

*  bunters,  who  rejoiced  at  his  expence. 
«  —But  indeed,  Mr. Medlar,  you  ought 

*  not  to  facrifice  your  conftitution  to 
«  your   benevolence.      Confider,    you 
'  grow  old  apace;   and  therefore  have 
«  a  reverend  care  of  your  health,  which 
'  muft  certainly  be  very  much  impaired 
«  by  thefe  nocturnal  expeditions.'   The 
tefty  fenibr   could   no   longer  contain 
Itimfelf,  but  cried  haftily,    «  'Tis  well 
'  known  that  your  tongue  is  no  flan- 
'  der.'— *    I  think,'    faid    the    other, 

*  you  might  fpare  that  obfervation,  as 
«  you  are  very  fenfible  that  my  tongue 

*  has    done     you     fignal    fervice    on 
'  many  occafions.     You  may  remem- 

*  ber,  that  when   you  made  your  ad- 
'  drefles  to  the  fat  widow,  who  kept  a 

*  publick-houfe  at  Islington,  there  was 

*  a  report  fpread  very  much  to  the  pre- 

*  judice  of  your  manhood,  which  com- 
'  ing    to    the   ears  of   your    miftrefs, 
«  you  was  dilcarded  immediately;  and 

*  I  brought  matters  to  a  reconciliation, 

*  by  a/Turing  her  that  you  had  three  baf- 
'  tards  at  nurfein  the  country:  how  you 

*  ruined  your  own  affair  afterwards,  it 


'  is  neither  my  bufinefs  nor  inclination 
'  to  relate.'  This  anecdote,  which 
had  no  other  foundation  than  in  Ban- 
ter's own  invention,  afforded  a  good 
deal  of  mirth  to  every  perfon  prefent, 
and  provoked  Mr.  Medlar  beyond  all 
fufferance;  fo  that  he  ftarted  up  in  a 
mighty  paflion,  and  forgetting  that  his 
mouth  was  full,  befpattered  thofe  who 
fat  next  to  him,  while  he  difcharged  his 
indignation  in  a  volley  of  oaths,  and 
called  Banter  infignificant  puppy,  im- 
pertinent jackanapes,  and  a  hundred 
fuch  appellations;  telling  the  company, 
he  had  invented  thefe  falfe  and  m-ilici- 
ous  afperfons,  becaul'e  he  would  not 
lend  him  money  to  fquander  away 
upon  rooks  and  whores.  '  A  very 
«  likely  ftory,'  faid  Banter,  «  that  I 

*  mould  attempt  to  borrow  money  of 
'  a  man  who  is   obliged  to  praftife  a 

*  thouland   ftiifts  to  make  his  weekly 

*  allowance    hold    out    to    Saturday's 
'  night.     Sometimes    he    fleeps    four 

*  and    twenty  hours  at  a  ft  retch,    by 
'  which   means  he  faves  three  meais, 
'  befides  coffee-houfe  expence.     Some- 
'  times  he  is  fain  to  put  up  with  bread 
'  and  -cheefe  and  fmall-beer  for  dinner; 

*  and   fometimes   he    regales   on   two 

*  penny  worth  of  ox-cheek  in  a  cellar.' 
— '  You  are  a  lying  mifcreant!"   cried 
Medlar,   in  an  extaly  of  rage;    «  1  can 
1  always  command  money  enough   to 
'  pay  your  taylor's  bill,    which  I  am 

*  fure  is  no  trifle:    and  I  have  a  good 
'  mind  to  give  you  a  convincing  proof 
'  of  my  circumilances,  by  profecuting 
'  you  for  defamation,  firrah!'     By  this 
time  the  violence  of  his  wrath  had  de- 
prived  him  of  his  appetite,  and  he  fat 
filent,  unable  to  iwallow  one  mouth- 
ful, while  his  tormentor   enjoyed    Iris 
mortification,    and    increafed  his  cha- 
grin, by  advifmg  him  to  lay  in  plenti- 
ful iy  for  his  next  day's  faft. 

Dinner  being  ended,  we  came  down, 
ftairs  to  the  coffee- room,  and  Banter 
went  away  to  keep  an  appointment, 
faying,  he  fuppofed  he  Oiould  fee  Wag- 
tail and  me  in  the  evening  at  the  Bed- 
ford corFeer-houfe.  He  was  no  fooner 
gone,  than  the  old  gentleman  took  me 
afide,  and  faid,  he  was  forry  to  fee  me 
fo  intimate  with  that  fellow,  who  was 
one  oi  the  moft  gracelefs  rakes  about 
town,  and  had  already  wafttd  a  good 
eftate  and  conftitution  upon  harlots; 
that  he  had  been  the  ruin  of  many 
a  young  man,  by  introducing  them  into' 
debauched 
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ched  company,  nnd  fetting  n  lewd 
.ill    manner  of  wickednel's ; 
ami   th..t   iinli-fs  I  V.MS  on   my   ginul, 

nld  Ihip  me  in  a  fliott  linn-,  both 

mom.  y  .ni.l  • .    I  thank- 

,   mid  pio- 

niif'ed  to  condudt   mylelf  .v 
wiftiing,  however,  his  caution  h:> 
a    few    hours    moie    early,    by    v.  Inch 
means  I  mi^hi  hive  nved  five  gu 
Notwithftanding    this    intelligence,    I 
was   inclinable  to  impute  IOIHL-   |>ut  of 
this  charge  to  Medlar's  revenge  for  ihe 

rs  taken  with  him  at  i^ 
ami  therefore,  as  loon  as  I-rouM  dif- 
engage  mylelf,  applied  to  Wagtail  for 
his  opinion  of  the  character  in  queltion  j 
relblved  to  compare  their  accounts, 
allowing  for  the  prejudice  of  each,  and 
to  form  my  judgment  uf.on  both,  with- 
out adhering  (triftiy  to  either.  The 
doctor  allured  me  that  he  was  a  very 
pretty  gentleman  of  family  and  for- 
tune; a  fcholar,  a  wit,  a  ciitick,  and 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
town;  that  his  honour  and  courage 
were  unqueftionable,  though  fome  ex- 
travagances he  had  been  guilty  of,  and 
his  talent  for  fatire,  had  procured  him 
enemies,  and  made  Come  people  my  of 
his  acquaintance.  From  thele  different 
(ketches,  I  concluded  that  Banter  was 
a  young  fellow  of  fome  parts,  who  had 
fpcnt  his  fortune,  but  retained  his  ap- 
petites, and  fallen  out-  with  the  world, 
b-caufe  he  could  not  enjoy  it  to  his 
\vi(h. 

I  went  to  the  Bedford  coffee-houfe 
in  the  evening,  where  I  met  my  friends, 
from  thence  proceeded  to  the  play,  and 
afterwards  carried  them  home  to  my 
lodgings,  where  we  fupped  in 
good  humour. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

I     RECEIVE      A     CHALLENGE — THE 

CONSEQUENCES     OP     IT THE 

BARREL  BKINC  MADE  UP,  AM 
PUT  IN  ARREST,  BY  THE  CARE 
AND  AFFECTION  OF  STRAP  — 
BUT  IMMEDIATELY  RELEASED 
UPON  EXPLAINING  MY  AFFAIR 
THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  MR. ORE- 
CAN  AND  HIS  TWO  FRIENDS — I 
VISIT  MELINDA.WHOM  I  DIVERT 
WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
DUEL  — PROPOSE  MARRIAGE  — 
SUB  REFERS  THE  MATTER  TO 


HER  MOTHER,  OK  WHOM  I  MAKE 
A  SOLKMN  DEMAND  OF  HUt 
DAUGHTER — THE  OLD  LADY'S 

*— I      AM      DISCARD  ED 
—  R«:.I  >'.r    THEIR    DISDAIN. 

WH  E  N  I  was  ready  to  go  abrond 
n<xt  day.  Strap  brought  me  a 

letter,  To  Mr.  R.andom,  Ej'q.  TboJ'c 

Which,  upon  opining,  I  found  con- 
tained a  challenge  conceived  in  thcle 
very  extraordinaiy  teims. 

'SIR, 

«  TTT-  HEREAS  I  am  informed 
V  «  that  you  make  love  to  Mift 
Melinda  Goofetrap,  This  is  to  let 
you  know,  that  (lie  is  under  promife 
of  marriage  to  me;  and  that  I  am  at 
this  preienc  waiting  at  the  back  of 
Montague  Houl'e,  with  a  p:iir  of 
good  piltols  in  my  hand!  and  if  yo« 
will  keep  your  appointment,  I  will 
make  your  tongue  con f el's  (after  the 
breath  is  out  of  your  body)  that  you 
do  not  deferve  her  as  well  as 
'  Yours,  &c. 

'  ROURK  OREGAN.* 

I  guefTed  from  the  ftile  and  fuhfcrip- 
tion  of  this  billet,  that  my  rival  was  a 
true  Milefian,  and  was  not  a  little  un- 
eal'y  at  the  contents,  eipecially  that 
part  in  which  he  aflerted  his  right  to 
my  miftreis  by  promife,  a  circumrtance 
I  did  not  know  how  to  reconcile  to  her 
good  fcnfe'and  penetration.  However, 
this  was  no  time  for  me  to  dechhc  the 
dtfhnce,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  of  my  ad- 
dnllls  might  in  a  great  meai'ure depend 
upon  my  behaviour  in  that  affair,  I 
therefore  immediately  loaded  my  pif- 
to!s,  and  betook  myi'Jf  in  a  hackney- 
coach  to  the  place  appointed,  wheie  I 
found  a  tall  raw-boned  man,  with  a 
hard  featured  countenance,  and  black 
bufhy  beard,  walking  by  himi'elf,  wrap- 
ped up  in  a  fhabby  gieat-coar,  over 
which  his  own  hair  descended  in  a  lei- 
thern  queue  from  his  head,  'hat  was  co- 
wuh  a  greafy  hat  trimmed  with  3. 
t;irni(hcd point  d*  Effag.ie.  lie  no  foon- 
er  perceived  me  advancing,  than  he  pull- 
ed u  piftol  from  his  bofom,  and  p; 
ing  at  me,  Inapt  it  without  the  lealt  pre- 
»ti)!)ie.  Alarmed  at  this  rude  (Muta- 
tion, I  made  a  (land,  and  before  he 
cuuld  adjuft  hib  other  piece,  fired  one 

of 
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of  mine  at  him,    without   doing   any 
damage.     By   this  time  he  was  ready 
with  hisfecond,  that  fUfhed  in  the  pan 
without    going    off:    upon    which    he 
called,  with  a  true  Tipperary  cadence, 
•  Fire    away,    honey!'    and  began    to 
hammer  his  flint  with  great  delibera- 
tion. But  I  was  refolved  to  make  ufeof 
the  advantage  fortune  had  given  me; 
and  therefore  ftept  up,  without  throw- 
ing away  my  fire,  defiling  him  to  afk 
his  life,   or  prepare  for  another  wot  Id  $ 
but  this  itout  Hibernian  refuted  to  con- 
defcend,    and    complained    bitterly  of 
my  having  quitted  my  ground  before 
lie    could    return    my    (hot;    faying  I 
ought  to  po   back  to   my   ftation,  and 
let  him  have  an  equal  chance  with  me. 
I  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  that  I 
had  given  him  a  double  chance  already; 
and   it    was    my    bufinefs    to    prevent 
him  from  enjoying  a  third;  but  now, 
jince  I  had  an  opportunity,  I  demand- 
ed a  parley,  and   defired   to  kfiow  his 
condition,    and  reafon  for  calling  me 
to  the  field,  who,  to  the  belt  of    my 
remembrance,    far    from  having  done 
him  an  injury,  had  never  before  feen 
him.     He  told  me  that  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  fortune,  who  had   fpent  all 
he  had,   and  hearing  that  Melinda  had 
got  ten  thoufand  pounds,  he  intended 
to  make  himfelf  in  a  ft  u-  of  .that  fum  by 
efpoufing  her,  and  was  determined,  in 
an  honourable  way,  to  cut  the, throats 
of  all  thofe  who  flood  between  him  and 
his  hopes.     I  then  demanded  to  know 
the  foundation  of  his  hopes;  and  now 
that  I  had  feen  him,  being  more  and 
more  aftonilhed  at  the  circumftance  of 
the  promife,  defired  that  he  would  ex- 
plain that  myftery:  he  gave  me  to  un- 
tlerftand,  that  he  trutted  entirely  to  his 
birth  and  perfonal  merit;  that  he  had 
frequently  written  to  Melinda,  fetting 
forth  his  claim    and    pretenfions,   but 
flie  was  never  kind  enough  to  fend  an 
anfwer,  or  even  to  admit  him  into  her 
prefence;    and    that    the    promife    he 
mentioned  in  his  letter  was   made  by 
his  friend  Mr.  Gahagan,   who  allured 
him  that  no  woman  could  refift  a  man 
of  his  appearance.   I  could  not  forbear 
laughing  to  excefs,  at  the  fimplicity  of 
my  rival,  who  did  not  feem  to  relifti 
my  mirth,    but   began  to  be  very  ie- 
rious :    upon   which  I  endeavoured  to 
appeale  him,  by  giving  him  my  word 


and  honour,  that,  far  from  prejudicing 
his  addrtfles  to  the  lady,  I  would  rc- 
prefent  him  to  her  in  the  molt  favour- 
able light  I  could  chufe  with  any  regai  d 
to  truth;  but  he  muft  not  be  fur- 
prized  if  flie  mould  remain  blind  to  his 
deferts,  for  nothing  was  more  capri- 
cious than  a  woman's  mind,  and  the 
affeclion  of  that  fex  was  feldom  pur- 
chafed  with  viitue  alone.  That  my 
declaration  might  have  the  better  effeft, 
I  toc-k  notice  of  his  dilhabille,  and 
preferring  forrow  at  feeing  a  gentleman 
reduced,  flipt  two  guineas  into  his 
hand,  at  fight  of  which  he  threw  away 
his  piftols,  and  hugging  me  in  liis 
arms,  cried,  '  Anah,  by  Jefus,  now, 
«  you  are  the  belt  friend  i  have  met 
'  with  thefe  feven  long  years!1  When 
I  had  fuftered  fome  minutes  in  his  em- 
brace, he  quitted  me,  and  picking  up 
his  rufty  arms,  wiflied  the  devil  might 
burn  him  if  ever  he  fhouid  give  me  any 
farther  trouble  about  womankind. 

The  quarrel  being  thus  amicably 
compofed,  I  begged  leave  to  look  at 
his  piftols,  which  I  found  fo  crazy  and 
fo  foul,  that,  I  believe,  it  was  happy 
for  him  neither  of  them  was  difcharg- 
ed,  for  one  of  them  would  certainly 
have  fplit  in  the  going  off,  and  he 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  loft  his 
hand  in  the  explofion;  but  what  gave 
me  a  lively  idea  of  the  man's  character 
was,  to  find,  upon  examination,  that 
one  of  them  had  been  loaded  without 
being  primed,  and  the  other  primed 
without  a  charge. 

While  we  walked  home  together,  I 
exprefled  a  defire  of  knowing  my  new 
friend's  hiftory;  and  he  informed  me 
of  his  having  ferved  in  the  German  ar- 
my as  a  volunteer  againlt  the  Turks; 
that  for  his  behaviour  at  the  iiege  of 
Belgrade,  he  had  been  honoured  with 
an'enfign's  commiflion,  and  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  in 
which  ftation  it  was  his  misfortune 
to  affront  his  captain,  who  challenged 
him  to  the  field,  and  was  killed  in  the 
duel,  upon  which  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
treat! that  he  had  been  in  England 
fome  years  foliciting  his  friends  for 
provifion  in  the  Britifli  army;  but  be- 
ing hitherto  unfuccefsful,  was  defired 
by  Mr.  Gahagan  to  turn  his  thoughts 
to  matrimony,  and  make  'his  fortune 
by  an  advantageous  match  $  in  confe- 
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tjuence  of  which  advice,   he  had  made 

.nd    hivin 

means  of  an  Iriih  footm.m  in  the  fami- 
ly, th.tt  I  was  her  chief  favourite,  had 
c.iiled  UK-  out  in  hopes  of  removing, 
by  my  death,  the  greateft  oblhuclion 
to  his  defnes;  but  now  he  was  con- 
vinced of  my  honour  and  generofity, 
he  fwore  by  theblcfl'ed  Virgin,  he  wu  ild 
think  of  her  no  more,  if  there  was  not 
another  woman  in  the  world.  As  a 
farther  proof  of  his  veracity,  which  I 
did  not  at  all  doubt,  he  opened  an  old 
iron  fnuff  box,  and  pulled  out  his  com- 
million  in  the  imperial  army,  and  liis 
captain's  challenge,  which  he  preferved 
as  teftimonials  of  his  character.  I 
was  fo  well  convinced  of  this  poor 
man's  honelty  nnd  courage,  that  I  de- 
termined to  iptuk  in  his  behalf  to  Come 
of  my  acquaintance-,  who  might  recom- 
mend his  cafe  to  the  confideration  of 
thoie  who  could  provide  for  him:  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  accommodate  him 
with  a  few  cloaths,  by  which  his  ap- 
pearance would  be  much  mended,  and 
himfelf  enabled  to  renew  his  felicita- 
tions in  perfon. 

As  we  walked  along,  converfing 
focially  together,^  we  were  met  by  a 
file  of  mufqueteers,  and  Strap  at  their 
head,  who  no  fooner  approached,  than 
with  a  frantick  look,  he  cried,  '  Seize 
'  them!  in  the  name  of  God,  feize 
*  them!'  We  were  accordingly  fur- 
rounded,  and  I  put  in  arrelt  by  the 
corporal,  who  was  commanding  of- 
ficer; bur  Captain  Oregan  difengaged 
himfelf,  and  ran  with  fuch  fpeed  to- 
wards Tottenham-Court  Road,  that  lie 
was  out  of  light  in  a  moment.  When 
my  arms  were  delivered  up,  and  my- 
felt  fecured,  Strap  became  a  little  more 
compofed,  and  alked  pardon  for  the 
liberty  he  had  taken;  which  he  hoped 
I  would  excufe,  as  it  proceeded  from 
his  affeftion.  He  then  told  me  that, 
fufpefting  the  letter  (which  by  the  bye 
was  brought  by  the  author  himfelf) 
contained  fomething  extraordinary,  he 
had  peeped  through  the  key-hole,  and 
feen  me  load  my  piftols;  upon  which 
he  rnn  down  to  Whitehall,  and  applied 
to  the  officer  on  guard  for  a  party  to 
put  me  in  arrelt,  but  before  he  returned 
I  was  gone  in  a  coach ;  that  he  had  en- 
quired which  way  I  went,  and  having 
heard  that  duels  were  commonly  fought 
at  the  back  of  Montague  Houfe,  he 
conducted  the  guard,  to  this  place,- 


where  he  thnnked  C,j-\  f.ir  hiving 
founJ  me  laic  and  (bund.  I  •;  ive  him 
to  undriiiau'l  that  I  forgave  hit  offi- 
cious concern  for  once,  hut  can 
him  in  ptetty  fevere  terms  for  rmkirg 
me  the  fubj^-il  of  idle  convcrfation  for 
the  future;  then  turning  to  the  cor* 
poral,  thanked  him  for  his  care,  and 
;iim  a  crown  to  drink  with  his 
men,  alluring  him  that  the  rencojine 
was  over  long  before  he  came  up,  and 
every  thing  compromiied,  as  he  might 
have  obferved  Hy  our  behaviour 5  as  a 
farther  proof  of  which,  he  would  find 
upon  examination,  that  one  of  my 
piltols  had  been  difcliarged;  but  tins 
civil  .perfon,  without  giving  himfelf  or 
me  any  farther  trouble,  received  the 
bounty  with  a  thoul'antl  bows  and  ac- 
knowledgments, and  returning  the  pif- 
tols,  rele^ifed  me  immediately. 

He  was  not  gon-;  a  hundred  yards, 
when  my  friend  Oregan  came  up,  in 
order  to  refcue  me,  with  two  tatter- 
demalions whom  he  had  engaged  for 
that  purpofe,  about  the  purlieus  of 
St.  Giles's:  one  of  them  was  armed  with, 
a  mufket  that  wanted  a  lock,  and  ano- 
ther with  a  rufty  broad-l  word;  but  their 
drel's  furpafled  all  defcription.  When 
he  underftood  I  was  already  free,  he 
majje  apology  for  his  abrupt  depar- 
ture, and  introduced  me  to  his  two 
companions:  firft,  to  Counlellor  Fitz- 
clabber,  who,  he  told  me,  was  then 
employed  in  compiling  a  hiltory  of 
the  kings  of  Munlier,  from  Irifti  ma- 
nufciiptsj  and  then  to  his  friend  Mr. 
Gnhagan,  who  was  a  profound  philo- 
fopher  and  politician,  and  had  pro-- 
jeiled  many  excellent  fchtmes  for  the 
good  of  his  country.  JSut  it  feems 
thefe  literati  had  been  very  ill  reward- 
ed for  their  ingenious  labours;  for 
between  them  both,  there  was  but  one 
fhirt,  and  half  a  pair  of  breeches.  I 
thanked  them  very  kindly  for  their 
readinefs  to  afiilt  me,  and  having  of- 
fered my  fervice  in  my  turn,  bade 
them  good -morrow,  dtfiring  Oregan 
to  accompany  me  to  my  lodgings, 
where  he  was  fitted  with  decent  cloatha 
from  my  wardrobe,  fo  much  to  hit 
fatisfaftion,  that  he  fwore  eternal  gra- 
titude and  friendship  to  me,  and,  at  my 
requcft,  recounted  all  the  adventures  of 
his  life. 

In  the  afternoon  I  waited  on  Me> 

linda,   who   received    me    with    great 

kindneis  and  familiarity,  and  laughed 

exceflively 
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exceflively  at  my  adventure  with  the 
Irifinjiian,  to  whufe  wi(hes  file  was  no 
ftrauger,  having  more  than  a  dozen 
letters  in  her  poffefiion  which  he  had 
wrote  to  her  on  the  fuhjtii:  of  love, 
and  which,  for  my  entertainment,  (he 
Jubmitted  to  my  perul'ai.  Having 
made  ourfelves  merry  at  the  expence 
of  this  poor  admit  er,  I  feized  the  op- 
portunity of  her  mother's  going  out  of 
the  room,  and  introduced  my  pwn  paf- 
fion,  which  I  recommended  to  her  with 
all  the  ardour  and  eloquence  I  was 
mafter  of.  I  flattered,  figiied,  fwore, 
entreated,  and  ailed  a  thonfand  ex- 
travagances, in  hopes  of  making  fome 
jmpreffion  on  her  heart}  hut  (he  heard 
every  thing  I  laid  without  diicovering 
the  leaft  emotion;  and  other  compa- 
ny came  in,  before  Hie  would  vuuch- 
fafe  one  Tenons  reply.  After  ten,  the 
cards  were  brought  in  according  to 
en  Horn,  and  it  was  my  good  fortune  to 
ft  rive  Mejindafor  my  paitue; :  by  which 
niians  initead  of  lofing,  I  came  off 
with  five  guineas  clear  again. 

I  foon  becam*  acquainted  with  a  good 
many  people  of  fafhion,  and  fpem  my 
time  in  the  modifh  diverlions  of  the 
town,  fuch  as  plays,  operas,  mnfque- 
rades,  drum--,  afiemblits,  and  puppet- 
fiiows;  chiefly  in  company  with  Me- 
linda,  whom  I  cultivated  with  all  the 
eagernefs  and  addrefs  that  my  pi 
could  infpiie,  and  my  education  atiord: 
I  Ipired  neither  my  per  Ion  nor  my 
pur'e  to  gratify  her  vanity  and  pride} 
my  iivnls  were  intimidated,  and  indeed 
ou,tilione;  and  after  all,  I  be-^an  to  fear 
that  the  dear  creature  had  not  a  heart  to 
Jofe.  At  lall.  finding  my  t'^lf  unable  to 
fuji^ort  tiie  expeiiceof  this  amour  much 
longt-r,  I  was  determined  to  bring  the 
nia;tL-r  to  a  cniis;  and  one  evening, 
while  we  wtie  together  by  ourfdvts, 
complained  of  her  indifference,  defcri- 
bed  the  tortuns  t  fill  (pence  to  a  love. 
Jick.  mini!,  and  preMbJ  her  to  dilcluie  her 
fentirnenis  of  malrimony  ar.d  me,  with 
fuch  earneltnds,  that  (he  could  not, 
w-iii  r.il  her  air,  fluit  the;  fubjefl,  but 
w:.s  obliged  to  come  to  an  eccUirci&j- 
mcnr.  She  told  me  with  a  caidefs  air, 
that  (he  had  no  objection  to  my  perfon, 
and  if  I  could  fatisfy  her  mother  in 
cthrr  particulars,  I  fliould  not  rind  her 
averfe  to  the  match ;  but  flie  was  re- 
folved  to  do  nothing  in  fucli  a  momen- 
tous concern,  without  tl;£  advice  and 
conient  oi  her  pa: em.  This  was  no. 


very  agreeable  declaration  to  me,  wnofe 
aim  had  been    to  win    her  inclination 
firft,  and  then  fecure  my  conquelt  by  a 
private  marriage,   to  which  I  flattered 
myfell  me  would  exprefs  no  reluSance. 
That  I  might  not,  however,  defei t  my 
c.iufe  before  it  was  defperate,  I  waited 
on  her    mother,  and    with   great  for- 
mality demanded  the  daughter  in  mar- 
riage.    The  good  lady,  who  was  a  ve- 
ry notable  woman,  behaved  with  great 
ftate  and  civility;  thanked  me  for  the 
honour   I    intended    her   family j   and 
laid,  (he  did  not  doubt  that  I  was  in 
all  refpecls  qualified  to  mnke  a  woman 
happy;  but  it  concerned  her,  as  a  pa- 
rent anxious  about  the  welfare  of  her 
child,   to  enquire  into   thp   particulars 
of  my  fortune,  and  to  know 'what  fet- 
tlement  I  propofed  to  make.    To  this 
intimation,  which  wouid  have  utterly 
difcoucerted  me,  if  I  had  not  expected 
ii,    I    replied  without  hefitation,    that 
though  my  fortune  was  very  final),  I 
was  a  gentlf man  by   birth  and  educa- 
tion, would   maintain  her  daughter  in 
the  fphere  of  a  gentlewoman,  and  fettle 
her  own  dowry  on  her  and  her  heirs  for 
ever.      This  careful   matron   did    not 
feim  to  relifh  my  propofal,  but  obferv- 
ed,  with   a  demure  countenance,   that 
there  was  no  neceffity  for  fettling  that 
upon  her  child  which  was  her  own  al- 
ready: however,  if  I  pleafed,  her  law. 
yer  (hould  confer  with  mine  upon  the 
matter;  and  in   the  mean  time,  /he  de- 
fired  I  would  favour  her  with  the  pe- 
lufal  of  my  rent-roll.     NotwUhrtand- 
ing  the  vexation  I  was  under,  I  could 
fcarce   forbear  laughing  in    her    face^ 
at  the  mention  of  my  rent-roll,  which 
was,  indeed,    a   fevcre  piece    of  fatiie 
upon  my  pretenfjons.     I  frankly  own- 
ed I   had    no  landed  eftate;  and   told 
her,  that  I  could  not   exactly  fpecify 
the  fum  I  was   n. after  of,  until  I  hacl 
regulated   my   affairs,  which   were  at 
prefent   in   fome  diforderj  but  that   I 
would  take  an  opportunity  of  fatisfy- 
ing  her  on  that  head  very  foon. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  took  rry 
leave,  and  returned  to  my  lodgings  in 
a  very  melancholy  mood,  periuaded 
that  I  had  nothing  more  to  expeft  from 
that  quarter.  I  was  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  next  day,  when  I  went  back 
with  a  view  of  explaining  myfelf  more 
fully  to  the  old  gentlewoman}  and 
was  told  by  the  footman  that  his  la- 
dies were  not  at  home,  although  I  had 

ken 
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teen  Melindi  through  the  blinds  at  a 
purloin  window,  as  I  went  up  to  the 
Incenfed  at  this  ;<ir'iont,  I  quit- 
ted the  door,  without  fiying  one  word, 
and  as  I  repfTeil  the  parlour,  bowed 
to  Mil's,  who  (till  remained  in  the  fame 
fituaiion,  fccurely  fcreer.ed,  as  flie 
thought,  from  my  v' 

'1'iii-  .lii'-tppointment  gave  me  more 
\jnealinels  on  Strap's  account,  than  my 
own;  i  >r  1  '.v.is  in  no  danger  of  dying 
for  love  of  Melinda;  on  the  contrary, 
the  remembrance  of  my  charming  Nar- 
cifTa  was  a  continual  check  upon  my 
Confidence,  during  the  whole  courfe  ot 
rny  .1  MiefTeS;  and  perhaps  contributed 
to  the  bad  fuccefs  of  my  fcheme,  by 
controuling  my  raptures  and  condemn- 
ing my  defign. 

There  was  a  neceffity  for  informing 
my  companion  of  every  thing  that  hap. 
pened  to  me,  and  I  performed  this 
piece  of  duty  in  an  affected  pafTion, 
fwearing  I  would  be  his  pack-horfe  no 
Jonger,  and  defiling  him  to  take  the 
management  of  his  affairs  into  his  own 
h.imls.  This  finefTe  had  the  defired 
effect,  for  inftead  of  grumbling  over 
iny  mifatrriagv,  Snap  was  frightened 
at  the  pufTion  I  feigned,  and  begged 
me  for  the  love  of  God  to  be  appeafed; 
obferving,  that  although  we  had  fuf- 
fered  a  great  Icfs,  it  w:is  not  irrepara- 
blej  and  if  fortune  frowned  to-day, 
flic  might  perhaps  fmile  to-morrow. 
I  pretended  to  acquiefce  in  his  re- 
marks, praifed  his  equanimity,  and 
promifed  to  improve  by  misfortune. 
He,  on  the  other  hand,  pretended  to  be 
perfectly  well  fatisfied  with  my  conduct, 
and  conjured  me  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  my  own  reflection;  but  in  fpite  of 
all  his  affVftation,  I  could  perceive  his 
inward  affliftion,  and  his  vifage  fen- 
fil)ly  increaled  in  longitude  from  that 
day. 

CHAP.     XIV. 

1  LONG  TO  BE  REYENOEO  ON  MB- 
J>INDA — APPLY  TO  CANTER  FOR 
HIS  ASSISTANCE' -HE  CON- 
TRIVES A  SCHEME  FOR  THAT 
PURPOSE,  WHICH  IS  PUT  IN  EX- 
ECUTION WITH  dREAT  SUCCESS 

—i    MAKE    AN    ATTEMPT    UPON 

THE  HEART  OF  MISS  ORIPEWELLj 
fcUT  AM  DISAPPOINTED — GROW 
MELANCHOLY  AT  MY  DISAP- 


POINTMENT, AND  HAVE  RE- 
COURSE TO  THE-  BOTTLE — RF- 
VE  A  BILLET-DOUX — AM  RA- 
VISHED WITH  THE  CONTENTS- 
FIND  MYSELF  INVOLVED  IN  AN 
I  NTH  I  CUE,  WHICH  1  IMAGINED 
WOULD  MAKE  MY  FORTUNE— 
AM  CONFOUNDED  AT  MY  MIS- 
TAKE, WHICH  BANISHES  ALL 
THOUGHTS  OF  MATRIMONY. 

IN  the  mean  tirrie,  my  attention  wns 
wholly  engrofied  in  fearch  of  ano- 
ther miftrefs,  and  the  defne  of  being 
revenged  on  Melinda,  in"  both  which 
fchemes  I  was  very  much  afiifted  by1 
Billy  Chatter,  who  was  fuch  a  necefTary 
creature  among  the  ladies,  that  in  all 
private  dances  he  engaged  the  men.  To> 
him  therefore  I  applied,  defiring  h« 
would  introduce  me  to  a  partner  of 
fomc  figure,  at  the  next  private  affcm-t 
bly,  for  the  fake  of  a  frolick,  the  in- 
tention of  which  I  would  afterwards 
communicate.  Billy,  who  had  heard 
fomething  of  a  difference  between  Me-' 
linda  and  me,  immediately  fmokecl 
part  of  my  defign,  and  thinking  I  only 
wanted  to  alarm  her  jealoufy  a  little, 
promifed  to  gratify  my  defire,  by  match- 
ing me  with  a  partner  worth  thirty 
thoufand  pounds,  whom  the  ladies  of 
this  end  of  the  town  had  lately  taken 
into  their  management  and  protetfion. 
Upon  Farther  enquiry,  1  foond  this  per- 
fon's  name  was  Mifs  Biddy  Gripewellj 
that  her  father,  who  had  been  a  pawn- 
broker, died  inteftate,  hy  which  means' 
all  his  fublbnce  cL-fcended  to  his 
daughter,  who  was  fo  little  a  favourite, 
that  could  the  old  man  iiave  prevailed 
with  his  own  rapacious  diipofition, 
to  part  with  as  much  money  as  would1 
have  paid  the  expe.ice  of  a  will,  fat 
would  not  have  inherited  a  fixth  part 
of  his  fortune;  that  during  his  life,  far 
from  being  educated  in  a  way  fuitable 
to  fuch  great  expectations,  flie  was 
obliged  to  live  like  a  fervant  wench, 
and  do  the  moft  menial  offices  in  the 
family.  But  his  funeral  was  no  foon- 
er  performed,  than  Qie  aflumed  the  tine 
lady,  And  found  fo  many  people  of  botli 
fexes  to  flatter,  carefs,  and  inftiu^t 
her,  that  for  want  of  difcreticn  ar,d 
experience,  me  was  grown  infuffcrably 
vain  and  arrogant,  and  pretended  to  no 
lets  than  a  duke  or  earl  at  leaft,  for 
herhutband;  that  (lie  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  n«rglt£tcd  by  the  Knglifh 
A  a  quality, 
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quality,  but  a  certain  poor  Scottifh 
iord  was  then  making  intereft  to  be  in- 
troduced to  her  acquaintance.  In  the 
mean  time,  /he  was  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a  notable  lady,  who  had  al- 
ready difpofcd  of  her  to  a  lieutenant  of 
foot,  a  diftant  relation  of  her  Jady- 
ihip's,  though  Mifs,  as  yet,  knew  no- 
thing of  the  affair;  and  taltly,  that  if 
J  propofed  to  dance  with  her,  I  muft 
give  him  leave  to  reprefent  me  as  a 
knight  or  foreign  count  at  leaft.  I 
was  ravifhed  at  this  piece  of  informa- 
tion, and  confented,  for  one  night, 
to  perfonate  a  French  marquis,  that  I 
jnight  the  eafier  fulfil  my  revenge. 

Having  made  the  appointment  with 
Chatter,  I  went  to  Banter's  lodgings, 
as  I  had  by  this  time  conceived  a  great 
opinion  of  his  penetration  and  know- 
ledge; and,  after  I  had  enjoined  fecre- 
fy,  told  him  every  circum fiance  of  my 
difgrace  with  Melinda,  and  imparted 
the  plan  I  had  projected  to  mortify  that 
proud  coquette,  defiring  his  advice  in 
improving,  and  alTiftance  in  executing 
the  fcheme.  Nothing  could  be  more 
agreeable  to.  his  mifanthropical  temper, 
than  an  account  of  her  behaviour  and 
my  refentment.  He  applauded  my  re- 
folution,  and  prcpofed  that  I  fhould 
not  only  provide  myfelf  with  a  proper 
partner,  but  alf'o  procure  fuch  an  one 
for  Mifs  Goofetrap,  as  fhould  infal- 
libly entail  upon  her  the  ridicule  of  all 
her  acquaintance:  for  this  purpofe  he 
mentioned  his  barber;  who,  he  faid, 
was  an  exceeding  coxcomb  lately  come 
from  Paris,  whofe  abfurd  affectation 
and  grimace  would  enfily  pafs  upon  her 
for  the  fprightly  politefle  of  a  gentle- 
man improved  by  travel.  I  hugged 
him  for  this  hint,  and  he  aflured  me 
it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  make 
him  believe,  that  Meiinda  having  feen 
him  by  accident,  was  captivated  by 
his  appearance,  and  longed  for  his  ac- 
quaintance. He  actually  engaged  him. 
en  this  pretence,  and  painted  his  good 
fortune  in  fuch  colours,  that  the  poor 
ihaver  was  quite  befide  himfelf  with 
joy.  He  was  immediately  fitted  with 
a  tawdry  fuit  of  cloaths  belonging  to 
Banter,  and  by  him  recommended  to 
Chatter,  as  a  very  pretty  fellow  juft 
returned  from  his  travels.  Matter 
Billy,  who  a£led  as  gentleman-uiher 
to  a  great  many  of  the  fair-fex  in  and 
about  town,  undertook,  at  once,  to 
beipeak  Melinda  in  his  behalf}  and 


every  thing  happened  according  to  ray 
with. 

At  the  time  appointed,  I  appeared 
dYeffed  to  the  beii  advantage;  and,  in 
the  character  of  marquis,  had  the  ho>- 
nour  of  opening  the  ball  with  the  ricb> 
heirefs,  who  attracted  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  company,  by  the  prodigious 
number  of  jewels  with  which  Sie  was 
adorned.  Among  others,  I  perceived 
Melinda,  who  could  no  more  conceal 
her  envy  than  allonifliment  at  my  fuc- 
cefs:  her  curiofity  was  ftill  more  fta- 
grant  and  tormenting,  for  Hie  had  ne- 
ver feen  Mils  Gripewell  before;  and 
Chatter,  who  alone  could  give  her  any 
lalisf'aclicn  on  that  head,  was  engaged 
in  conversation  at  the  other  end  of  the 
room.  I  oblerve-d  her  impatience,  and 
exulted  in  her  chagrin;  and  after  my 
partner  was  fef,  took  the  opportunity 
of  paffing  by  her  to  make  a  flight  bo\v 
without  flopping;  which  compleated 
my  triumph  and  her  indignation.  She 
changed  colour,  bridled  up,  affumed 
an  air  of  difdain,  and  flirted  her  fan 
with  fuch  a  fury,  that  it  went  to  pieces 
in  a  moment,  to  the  no  final!  enter- 
tainment of  thofe  who  fat  near  and 
obferved  her. 

At  length  the  metamorphofed  bar- 
ber took  her  out,  and  acted  h;s  part 
with  fuch  ridiculous  extravagance,  that 
the  mirth  of  the  whole  company  was 
excited  at  his  expeiice,  and  his  partner 
fo  much  amamed,  that  before  the  coun- 
try dances  began  flie  retired  in  great 
confufion,  under  pretence  of  being  tak- 
en iuddenly  ill,  and  was  followed  by 
her  gallant,  who,  no  doubt,  imagin- 
ed her  indifpofition  was  nothing  but 
love;  and  laid  hold  of  the  occafion  of 
conducting  her  home,  to  comfort  her, 
with  an  arfurance  of  his  entertaining  a 
reciprocal  paflion.  They  were  noibon- 
er  gone,  than  an  inquifuive  whifper  of 
'  Who  is  he?'  ran  round  the  roomj 
and  Chatter  could  give  them  no  other  in- 
telligence about  him,  than  that  he  was  a 
man  of  fortune,  juft  returned  from  his 
•  travels.  I,  who  alone  was  acquainted 
with  his  real  quality,  aiTecled  igno- 
rance; well  knowing  that  female  cu- 
riofity would  not  red  fatisfied  with  fuch 
a  general  account,  and  that  the  difco- 
very  would  proceed  with  a  better  grace 
from  any  body  than  me. 

Meanwhile,  I  was  tempted  by  the 
richnefs  of  the  prize,  to  praftife  upon 
Mifs  GripeweH's  heart,  but  ieoe  found 

it 
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it  too  well  fortified  with  pride  and  in- 
nce   to    yield   to   any    elf 

VirnfK'r,  nnj  I  neither  would 
nor  could  prefcrve  the  title  I  had  bor- 
row, .-it  night. 

As  I  expected,  every  thing  came  to 
light  next  d.-.y.  The  barber,  in  pure 
fimplicity  of  heart,  deleted  1 

litvh;  nnd  difcovered  the  foun- 
dation of  his  hopes ;  (he  lickencd  at 
the  affrev.r,  and  was  aftumed  to  fliew 
he*  face  in  pub'ick  for  many  weeks  after 
this  accident.  Poor  Chatter  found  it 
impolTihle  tojuftify  hitrfelf  to  herfatis- 
faction;  was  in  utter  difrrncc  with  Mifs 
CrtpeweH,  for  having  imputed  me  up- 
on her  as  a  nobleman  ;  and  fuffercd 
very  mnch  in  his  character  and  influ- 
ence runong  the  ladies  in  general. 

Finding  my  finances  diminifhed 
more  than  one  half,  and  my  project 
as  Ihtle  advanced  as  on  the  fir  It  day  or 
my  arrival  in  town,  I  began  to  defpair 
of  my  fuccefs,  and  grew  melancholy 
at  the  profpecl  of  approaching  want. 
To  tlifpel  the  horrors  of  this  fiend,  I 
bad  recom-fe  to  the  bottle,  and  kept 
more  company  than  ever.  I  became 
particularly  attached  to  the  play  houfe, 
conwfed  with  the  a<5lors  behind  the 
icenes,  grew  acquainted  with  a  body 
of  Templars;  and  in  a  fhort  time  com- 
menced a  profefled  wit  and  critick.  In- 
deed I  may  f.iy,  without  vanity,  that 
I  was  much  better  qualified  than  any 
one  of  my  companions,  who  were,  ge- 
nerally (peaking,  of  all  the  creatures 
I  ever  converted  with,  the  mod  igno- 
rant and  alfuming.  By  means  of  thefe 
avocations  I  got  the  better  of  care,  and 
learned  to  feparate  my  ideas  in  fucli  a 
manner,  that  whenever  I  was  attacked 
by  a  gloomy  reflection,  I  could  (hove 
it  afide,  and  call  in  fome  agreeable  re- 
verie to  my  afTiftance.  This  was  not 
the  cafe  with  Strap,  who  praciifed  a 
thoufard  (hilts  to  conceal  the  forrow 
that  preyed  upon  his  carcafe,  and  re- 
duced him  to  the  refemblance  of  a 
mere  (keleton. 

While  I  thus  pofted,  in  a  thought- 
Jefs  manner,  towards  poverty,  I  one 
day  received,  by  the  penny-pott,  a  let- 
ter written  in  a  woman's  hand,  con- 
taining a  great  miny  high-flown  com- 
pliments, warm  proteftations  of  love, 
couched  in  a  very  poetical  ttyle,  an 
earned  defire  of  knowing  whether  or 
not  my  heart  was  engaged,  by  leavir  { 
*i  anfvvur  at  a  cemia  place  dirccltu 


to  R.  B.  and  (he  wlole  fubfcribcJ, 
*  Your  Incogiiiia.'  I  wis  tranfyoitcd 
with  joy  on  reading  the  contcm*  of  thi* 
billet-doux,  which  I  admired  as  a  maf- 
ter- piece  of  tendernefs  and  elegance, 
and  v.  .  up  to  the  ears  i 

with  the  author,  whom  my  imagina- 
tion reprefented  as  a  lady  of  toitune 
in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty. 
Elevated  with  this  conjecture,  I  went 
to  woik,  and  exhaufted  my  invention  in 
compofing  an  nnfwer  luitable  to  th« 
lublimity  of  her  flylc,  and  the  ardour 

fentiments.  '  I  exprefled  my  nd- 
mirntion  of  her  wit  in  terms  the  mod 
hyperbolical,  and  while  I  acknow- 
ledged myielf  unworthy  of  her  regard, 
declared  myfelf  enamoured  of  her  un- 
derftandhig ;  and,  in  the  moll  pathetick 
manner,  implored  the  honour  of  an 
interview.  Having  fini/hed  this  per- 
foiuiance,  and  cbmmiuiicated  it  to 
Strap,  who  (kipped  about  for  joy,  t 
difptched  him  with  it  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed, which  was  the  houfe  of  a  mil- 
liner not  far  from  Bc-nd  Street,  and 
delired  him  to  keep  watch  near  the  door 
for  fome  time,  that  he  might  difcover 
the  perfon  who  mould  call  for  it.  In 
lei's  than  an  hour  he  returned  with  a 
joyful  countenance,  and  told  me,  that 
(bon  after  he  had  delivered  the  letter,  a 
chairman  was  cilled,  to  whom  it  was 
given  with  directions  to  carry  it  tu  the 
houfe  of  a  rich  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, whither  he  (Strap)  f'oliov. - 
ed  him,  and  faw  it  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  waiting-woman,  who  paid  the 
rr.efie.nger  and  fliut  the  door.  That 
upon  enquiry  at  an  alehoule  hard  by, 
where  he  called  fi.r  ;t  pint  of  beer,  he 
understood,  the  gentleman  to  whom 
the  houfe  belonged  had  an  only  daugh- 
ter, very  handlbme,  who  would  i 
his  whole  eftate  ;  and  who  certainly 
was  the  author  of  the  billet  I  had  re- 
ceived. I  was  of  the  fame  opinion  j 
and,  hugging  mylelf  in  the  happy  pro- 
fpeft,  drdfed  immediately,  and  pafltd 
in  great  ftate  by  the  houfe  that  con- 
tained my  unknown  admirer.  Nor 
was  my  vanity  disappointed  j  for  I 
perceived  a  beautiful  young  creature 
ftanding  at  one  of  tlw  windows  of  the 
dining  room,  who,  I  imagined,  ob» 

me  with  more  than  common 
curiofity.  Tnat  1  might  indulge  her 
view,  and  at  t!ic  lame  lime  ft»;t  my 
own,  I  affe£k:l  to  Itap,  and  gave  or- 
dub  to  Strap,  in  the  ttreei,  jufl  oppofite 
A  a  »  to 
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to  her  ftation,  by  which  means  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  her  more  dif- 
tinitly,  and  of  congratulating  myfclf 
on  having  made  a  conqutft  of  To  much 
perfection.  In  a  few  minutes  fh.e  re- 
tired, and  I  betook  myielf  to  the  or- 
dinary, in  a  rapture  of  hope  which  de- 
prived me  of  my  appetite  for  that  meal, 
pnd  fent  me  home  in  the  evening  to 
indulge  my  contemplation. 

Jiarly  next  day,  I  was  favoured  with 
Another  epillle  from  my  unknown 
charmer,  fignifying  her  uputteral>]e 
joy  at  the  receipt  of  rnjne,  which,  while 
it  made  a  tender  of  my  heart,  convinced 
her  of  the  value  of  it.  Above  all 
things,  me  profeffed  extreme  pleafure 
jn  finding  me  fo  much  attached  to  her 
imdei  (landing,  a  circumftance  that  not 
only  flattered  her  in  the  moft  ienfihle 
part,  but  at  the  fame  time  argued  my 
own  fagacity.  As  for  the  interview  I 
dtfired,  (he  affined  me,  that  I  could 
not  be  more  eager  for  fuch  an  occafion 
than  (he  ;  but  (lie  m.iift  not  only  facri- 
fice  a  little  mpre  to  decorum,  but  be 
Satisfied  of  my  honourable  intentions, 
before  (he  would  grant  that  requeft; 
meanwhile,  (he  gave  me  to  underuand, 
that  although  (lie  might  owe  fome  de- 
ference to  the  opinion  of  certain  per- 
•fcns,  (he  was  rcjblved,  in  an  affair  that 
ib  nearly  concerned  her  hsppmefs,  to 
confult  her  own  inclination,  preferable 
to  the  advice  of  the  whole  worldj  efpe- 
cially  as  (he  was  urged  to  fucFi  con- 
(defcenfion  by  no  confederation  of  for- 
tune, what  (he  depended  upon  being 
her  own  without  reftriftipn  or  controuf. 
Struck  with  admiration  at  the  philo- 
ibphy  apd  felf- denial  of  my  mittrefs, 
xvho  feemed  jnfenfible  of  the  beauty 
jlhe  poflefled  ;  and,  in  particular,  ra- 
\ifhed  with  that  piece  of  intelligence, 
by  which  I  learned  her  fortune  was  in- 
dependent 5  I  refumed  the  pen,  launch- 
ed out  into  encomiums  on  the  dignity 
of  her  fentiments,  afte&ed  to  under- 
value the  charms  pf  external  beauty, 
pretended  to  ground  my  paiJion  on  the 
Dualities  of  her  mind;  complained  of 
Jier  rigour  in  facrificing  my  repofe  to 
an  over-fcrupulous  regard  to  decorum, 
and  declared  the  purity  of  my  defigns 
in  the  moft  fol.emn  and  pathetick  vows. 
'This  performance  being  (baled  and  di- 
rected, was  fent  £o  the  place  apppointed 
by  Strap;  who,  that  we  might  be  (fill 
.the  more  confirmed  in  our  belief,  re- 
iiewed  his  watch,  and  in  a  little  tiine 
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brought  back  the  fame  information  af 
before,  with  this  addition,  that  Mif$ 
Sparkle  (the  name  of  my  correfpon- 
dent)  looking  out  at  the  window,  no 
fooner  faw  the  meiTenger  arrive,  than 
(he  (liut  the  cafement  in  a  fort  of  beaur 
tiful  confufion,  and  <iifappeared  j  eager, 
no  doubt,  to  hear  fiom  the  dear  pbject 
of  her  love, 

My  doubts  now  vanifhed,  the  long- 
expected  port  appeared,  and  I  looked 
«pon  mylelf  as  perfectly  fee  -'d  of 
that  happinefs  I  had  been  in  queft  of 
fo  long.  After  dinner,  I  faunteie>!  in 
compapy  with  Do6lor  Wagtail  u>  'iat 
part  of  th.c  town  in  which  my  ina- 
morata lived;  and,  as  he  was  a  mere 
regifter,  enquired  of  him  into  the  name, 
character  and  fortune,  of  every  body 
who  poflefied  a  good  houfe  in  the  Iti  eetg 
through  which  we  pafledj  when  it 
came  to  his  turn  to  mention  Sir  John 
Sparkle,  he  reprefented  him  as  a  man 
of  an  immenfe  eftate  and  narrow  dif- 
pofition,  who  mewed  up  his  only  child, 
a  fine  young  lady,  from  the  converfar 
tion  of  mankind,  under  the  ftrift  watch 
and  infpeclion  of  an  old  governnnte, 
who  was  either  fo  hpneft,  envious,  or 
infatiable,  that  nobody  had  be«-n  as  yet 
able  to  make  her  a  tiiend,  or  get  ac- 
cefs  to  her  charge,  though  number^ 
attempted  it  every  day,  not  fo  much 
on  account  of  her  expectations  from 
her  father,  who,  being  a  widower,  might 
marry  again  and  have  fons,  as  for  a 
fortune  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds  left 
her  by  an  un  le,  of  which  (he  could 
not  be  deprived.  This  piece  of  news 
exactly  tallying  with  ihe  laft  part  of 
the  letter  I  had  bten  honoured  with  in 
the  morning,  had  fuch  an  effect  on  me., 
that  any  man,  except  Wagtail,  might 
have  obferved  my  emotion  ;  but  his 
attention  was  too  much  engrofled  by 
the  contemplation  of  his  own  impor- 
tance, to  fuffer  him  to  be  affected  with, 
the  deportment  of  any  other  body, 
unlefs  it  happened  to  be  (o  particular 
t)iat  he  could  not  l>elp  taking  notice 
pf  it. 

"Vyhen  I  had  difengaged  myfelf  frorrx 
him,  whoft  conversation  grew  infipid 
to  me,  I  went  home,  and  made  Strap 
acquainted  with  the  fruit  of  my  re- 
fearches.  This  faithful  fquire  was 
almblt  choaked  v/ith  tranTpOrts,  ancl 
even  wept  with  joy  ;  but  whether  op 
account  of  himfelf  or  me,  I  (hall  nqt 
pretend  to  determirie,  Next  day, 

thir 
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third  bilKt-Jonx  was  brought  to  me, 
containing  many  expreflions  of  teiuler- 
nunglfil  with  fome  affeiling 
nt  the  artifice  of  man,  the 
inconrtancy  of  youth,  and  the  jealoufy 
ofim  attending  the  mod  finccre  paflion; 
witlnl  deliring  I  would  exculc  her,  if 
flie  fl'»ul'l  'ry  me  a  little  longer,  before 
flie  declared  herfelf  beyond  the  power 
of  irtrafting.  Thefe  interefting  fcru- 
j>les  .,'dv.J  fuel  to  my  flame,  and  im- 
patience to  my  hope;  I  redoubled  my 
complaints  of  her  indifference,  and 
,1  her  to  an  afTignation  with  fuch 
fervid  entreaties,  that  in  a  few  day*  (lie 
confenied  to  meet  me  at  the  houfe  of 
th.it  milliner  who  had  forwarded  all  n,y 
leiters.  Dining  the  interval  between 
the  <J  ite  v-i  her  promife,  and  the  hour 
of  apj'oimimr.t,  my  pride  foared  be- 
yond ajl  reafon  and  defcription;  I  loft 
all  remembrance  of  the  gentle  NarcifT.t, . 
and  my  ihcjghts  were  wholly  employ- 
ed in  planning  triumphs  over  the  ma- 
lice and  contempt  of  t>  e  world. 

At  lengt'i  the  happy  hour  arrived;  I 
flew  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
was  conducted  into  an  apartment, 
where  I  had  not  waited  ten  minutes, 
w,b.cn  I  heard  the  ruffling  of  filk  and 
the  found  of  feet  afcending  the  flairs. 
My  heart  took  the  alarm,  and  beat 
quick,  my  cheeks  glowed,  my  nerves 
thrilled,  and  my  knees  (hook  with  ex- 
tafy!  I  perceived  the  door  opening,  (aw 
a  gold  "brocade  petticoat  advance,  and 
fprung  torward  to  embrace  my  charmer. 
Heaven  ami  er.rth!  how  (hall  I  paint  my 
fituation,  when  I  found  Mifs  Sparkle 
converted  into  a  wrinkled  hag  turned 
of  feventy!  I  was  flnick  dumb  with 
amazement,  and  petrified  with  horror! 
This  ancient  Urganda  perceived  my 
diforder,  and  approaching  with  a  lan- 
guilhing  air,  feized  my  hand,  atking  in 
a  frjueaking  tone,  if  I  was  inclifpoied. 
Her  monftrous  affectation  compleated 
the  difgull  I  had  conceived  for  her  at 
firtt  appearance;  and  it  was  a  long  time 
before  I  could  command  myfelf  fo 
nnich,  as  to  behave  with  common  ci- 
vility; at  length,  however,  I  recollect- 
ed myielf,  .and  pronounced  an  .ipology 
for  my  behaviuur,  which,  I  (aid,  pro- 
ceeded from  a  dizzinels  that  Icized  me 
all  of  a  fudden.  My  hoary  dulcinea, 
who,  no  doubt,  had  been  alarmed  at  my 
confufion,  no  fooner  learned  the  caufe 
to  which  I  now  afcribed  if,  than  flie 
jiiicOvercd  her  joy  in  a,  t ho u fund  ;uiic- 


rous     coquetries,     and     afTumed     the 
fpiightly  aii s  of  a  girl  of  fixteen.     One 

while  (he  ogled  me  with  her  clu. 
quenched   in  iheum;    tlu-n,    n^    if    (he 
was  afli  imed  of  that  freedom,  flic  af- 
fefted  to  look  down,   blufli,  and  play 
with  her  fan,  then  tofs  her  head  th  it  I 
might  not  perceive  a-  palfy  that  (hook. 
it,  alk   fome  childifli  queftions  with  a 
lifping  accent,  giggle  and  grin  with  her 
mouth  (hut,  to  conceal  the  ravages  of 
time  upon  her  teeth,  leer  upon  me  again, 
figh  piteoufly,  fling  herfelf  about  in  her 
chair  to  (hew  her  agility,  and  aft  a  grin 
many  more  abfurdities  that  youth  and 
beauty  can  alone  excufe.    Shocked  as  I 
was  at  my  difappointment,  my  difpo- 
fition  was  incapable  of  affronting  any 
perfon  who  loved  me;  I  therefore  en- 
deavoured to  put  a  good   face  on  the 
matter  for  the  prefenr,  refolved  to  drop 
the  whole  affair  as  foon  as  I  fliould  get 
clear  of  her  company;  with  this  view 
I  uttered  fome  civil  things,  and  in  par- 
ticular defired   to  know  the  name  and 
condition  of  the  lady  who  had  honoured 
me  fo  much.     She  told  me  her  name 
was  Withers,    that  flie  lived   with  Sir 
John  Sparkle  in  quality  of  governefs  to 
his  only  daughter,  in  which  iituatioa 
flie  had  picked  up  a  comfortable  fnffici- 
ency  to  make  her  eafy  for  life;  that  (he 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  me  at  church, 
where  my  appearance  and  deportment 
made  fuch  an  imprefllon  upon  her  heart, 
that  fhe  could  enjoy  no  eafe  until  (he 
had  enquired  into  my  character,  which 
flie  found    fo  amiable   in   all   refpccls, 
that  (he  yielded   to  the  violence  of  her 
inclination,  and  ventured  to  declare  her 
pafiion,  with  too  little  regard  perhaps 
to   the   decorum    of  her  lex;    lv.it   (he 
hoped   I  would    forgive  a    trefpafs    of 
which   I  myfelf  was  in  fome  meafure 
the  caufe,  and  impute  her  intrufion  to 
the  irreiirlible  diftates  of  love.     No  de- 
cayed rake  ever  (wallowed  a  bolus  with 
more  reluclance  than  I  felt  in  making 
a    reply    fuitable   to    this  compliment, 
when,  inlfcad  of  the  jewel,  I  found  the 
crazy  caiket   only   in   my   power;    and 
yet  my  hopes  began  to  revive  a  little, 
when  I  confidered,  that  by  carrying  on 
the  appearance  of  an  intrigue  with  the 
duenna,  I  might  pofllhly  obtain  acceii 
to  her  charge.*  Encouraged  by  this  fn^- 
geition,   my  temper  grew  more  ferene. 
Vny  referve  wore  off,  I  talked  en  ca<va- 
'.<>-,  and  even  made  love  to  this  anti,    ' 
ed  coquette,  who  Iccmed  extremely 
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happy  in  her  adorer,  and  fpread  all 
fcer  allurements  to  make  her  imagined 
concjueft  more  fecure.  The  good  wo- 
man of  the  houfe  treated  tis  with  tea 
and  fweetmeats,  and  afterwards  with- 
drew, like  a  civil  experienced  matron 
as  (he  was.  Left  thus  to  our  mutual 
endearments,  Mifs  Withers  (for  (he 
was  ttill  a  maiden)  began  to  talk  of 
ateatrimony,  and  expreffed  Ib  much  im- 
patience in  all  her  behaviour,  that  had 
flie  been  "fifty  years  younger,  I  might 
poffibly  have  gratified  her  longing 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  church; 
l>ut  this  itep  my  virtue  as  well  as  in- 
tereft  forbade.  When  the  inclinations 
of  an  old  maid  fettle  upon  a  young  fel- 
low, he  is  persecuted  with  her  addrefles; 
but  fliould  he  once  grant  her  the  favour, 
lie  will  never  be  able  to  dilentanglehim- 
felf  from  her  importunities  and  re- 
proaches. It  was  my  bufmefs  to  defer 
the  ceremony  as  long  as  poifible,  under 
the  moft  fpecious  pretences,  with  a  view 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  Mifs 
Sparkle  in  the  mean  time 5  and  I  did 
not  defpak  of  fuccefs,  when  I  confider- 
«d,  that  in  the  courfe  of  our  correfpon- 
tlence  I  fliould,  in  all  probability,  be 
invited  to  vifit  my  miftrefs  in  her  own 
apartment,  and  by  thefe  means  have  an 
opportunity  of  converging  with  her 
charming  ward.  Pleafed  with  this 
profpe&,  my  heart  dilated  with  joyj  I 
talked  in  raptures  to  the  itale  gover- 
nante,  and  kilTed  her  mrivelled  hand 
with  great  devotion.  She  was  fo  much 
tranfported  with  her  good  fortune,  that 
(he  could  not  contain  her  extafy,  but 
flew  upon  me  like  a  tygrefs,  and  prefied 
tier  fkinny  lips  to  mine;  when  (as  it 
was  no  doubt  concerted  by  her  evil  ge- 
nius) a  dofe  of  garlick  (he  had  fvval- 
Jowed  that  morning,  to  dilpel  wind  I 
fuppofe,  began  to  operate  with  iuch  a 
fudden  explosion,  that  human  nature, 
circumltanced  as  I  was,  could  not  en- 
dure the  fliock  with  any  degree  of  tem- 
per. I  loft  all  patience  and  reflection., 
flung  away  from  her  in  an  inftanr, 
Jhatched  rny  hat  and  cane,  and  ran  down 
ftairs  as  if  the  devil  had  me  in  purfuit, 
and  could  fcarce  retrain  the  convulfion 
of  my  bowels,  which  were  grievoufly 
offended  by  the  perfume  that  affaulted 
me.  Strap,  who  waited  my  return  with 
impatience,  feeing  me  arrive  in  the  ut- 
jnoit  diibrder,  Itood  motionlefs  with 
apprehension,  and  dwft  not  enquire  into 
the  cauie. 


After  I  had  wafted  my  mouth  more 
than  once,  and  recruited  my  fpiritswitii 
a   glafs   of  wine,    I  recounted  to  him 
every  particular  of  what  had  happened; 
to  which  he  made  no  other  reply  for 
fome  time,    than   lifting   up  his    eyes, 
clafping  his  hands,  and  uttering  a  hol- 
low groan.     At  length  he  obferved,  in 
a  melancholy  tone,  that  it  was  a  thou- 
fand  pities  my  organs  were  fo  delicate 
as  to  be  offended  with  the  fmell  of  gar- 
lick:  'Ah!  God  help  us,'  faid  he,  <  'tis 
not  the  fleams   of  garlick,    no,  nor 
of  fomethjng  elfe,  that  would  give  me 
the  lealt  uneafmefs;  fee  what  it  is  to 
be  a  cobler's  ion.'     I  replied  haftily, 
I  wi(h  then  you  would  go  and  retrieve 
my  mifcarriage.'     At  this  fug^eftion 
he  darted,  forced  a  fmile,  and  Jtft  the 
room,  (baking  his  head.     Whether  the 
old  "gentlewoman   relented  my  abrupt 
departure  fo  much,  that  her  love  chang- 
ed into  difdain,  or  was  afhamed  to  lee 
me  on  account  of  her  infirmity,  I  knov/ 
not;   but  I  was  never  troubled  again 
with  her  paffion. 


CHAP.      XV. 

I  CULTIVATE  AN  ACQUAINTANCE 
WITH  TWO  NOBLEMEN — AM  IN- 
TRODUCED TO  EARL  STRUT- 
WELL —  HIS  KIND  PROMISE  AND 
INVITATION — THE  BEHAVIOUR 
OF  HIS  PORTER  AND  LACQJUEY— • 
HE  RECEIVES  ME  WITH  AN  AP- 
PEARANCE OF  UNCOMMON  AF- 
FECTION  UNDERTAKES  TO 

SPEAK  IN  MY  BEHALF  TO  THE 
MINISTER — INFORMS  ME  OF  HIS 
SUCCESS,  AND  WISHES  ME  JOY- 
INTRODUCES  A  CONVERSATION 
ABOUT  PETRONIUS  ARBITER- 
FALLS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MY  WATCH, 
WHICH  I  PRESS  UPON  HIM  —  I 
MAKE  A  PRESENT  OF  A  DIAMOND 
RING  TO  LORD  STRADDLE — IM- 
PART MY  GOOD  FORTUNE  TO 
STRAP  AND  BANTER,  WHO  DIS- 
ABUSES ME,  TO  MY  UTTER. 
MORTIFICATION. 

BAFFLED  hitherto  in   my  ma- 
trimonial    fchemes,    I    began    to 
quettion   my  talents  for  the  fcience  of 
fortune-hunting,     and    to     bend     my 
thoughts    towards    Ibme    employment 
under  the  government.     With  the  view 
of  procuring  which,    I  cultivated   the 
acquaintance 
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acquaintance    of   Loid   Straddle   and 
..•re  men  of 

I  .it  comt.     r  fitmd  thcfc  young 

..in res  as  I 

•  rxmied  them  in 

their  midnight  rumble  •>,  and  often  dim  d 
witli  them  at  taverns,  where  I  had  the 
honour  ot  paying  the  reckoning. 

I    one   day    took  the   opportunity, 
.  loaded  with  proterhtions 
of  f'riendfkip,  to  difclofe  my  defire  of 
being  fettled  in  fome  finecure;  and  to 
i!v:r  influence   in   my  behalf. 
Swillnot  Iqueezing  my    hand,    faid    I 
migfK  fevvice,  by  Qod. 

The  ol  that  no  man  would  be 

more  proud  tltun  he  to  run  my  errands. 
Encouraged  by  thefe  declarations,  I 
ventured  to  exprefs  an  inclination  to 
be  introduced  to  their  fathers,  who 
were  able  to  do  my  bufineis  at  once. 
Swillpot  f'rinhly  owned  he  had  not 
fpoke  to  his  father  thefe  three  years; 
and  Straddle  allured  me  his  father  hav- 
ing lately  difobliged  the  minifter,  by 
Ajbfcribing  his  name  to  a  proteft  in  the 
houfe  of  peers,  vras  thereby  rendered 
incapable  of  fervtng  his  friends  at  pre- 
Icnt ;  but  he  undertook  to  make  me 
acquainted  with  Earl  Strutwell,  who 
•was  hand  and  glove  with  a  certain  per- 
fon  who  ruled  the  roaft.  This  offer 
I  embraced  with  many  acknowledg- 
ments, and  plied  him  fo  clofely,  in 
fpite  of  a  thcufand  evasions,  that  he 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  keep- 
ing his  word,,  and  a&ually  carried  me 
ro  the  levee  of  this  great  man,  where 
he  left  me  in  a  crowd  of  fellow-de- 
pendants, and  was  uftiered  to  a  par- 
ticular clofet  audience;  from  whence, 
in  a  few  minutes,  he  returned  with  his 
lordlhip,  who  took  me  by  the  hand,  af- 
fured  me  he  would  do  me  all  the  fervice 
he  could,  and  defired  to  fee  me  often. 
I  was  charmed  with  my  reception  j  and 
although  I  had  heard  that  a  courtier's 
promife  is  not  to  be  depended  upon,  I 
thought  I  di ("covered  fo  much  fweet- 
nefs  of  temper  and  candour  in  this 
earl's  countenance,  that  I  did  not 
doubt  of  finding  my  account  in  his 
protection.  I  refolved,  therefore,  to 
profit  by  this  permiflion,  and  waited 
on  him  next  audience  day,  when  I 
was  favoured  with  a  particular  I'mile, 
fqueeze  of  the  hand,  and  a  whifptir, 
fjgnifying  that  he  wanted  half  an  ho.ir's 
cor.vcrfation  with  me  in  private-,  when 


he  fhouM  he  difengaged,  and  for  that 
come  and  drink 

a  dilh  of  chocolate  with  him  to 
low  morning.     This  invitation,  which) 
t  a  little  flatter  my  vanity  and 
expectation,  I  took  care  toobfertre,  and 
went  to  his  lordfliip's  houfe  at  the  time 
appointed.    Having  rapped  at  the  gate, 
the  porter  unbolted  and  kept  it   half 
open,     placing    himfelf    In    the    g;:r>, 
like  foldicrs  in  a    breach,    to    difputc 
my  paffagc.      I  afked  if  bis  lord  was 
ftirring.     He  anfwered  with  a  furly  af- 
pecl,  '  No.' — •  At  what  hour  does  he 
'  commonly    rife?'    faid  I.     '  Some- 
*  times  fooner,  fometimes  later,*  faid 
he,  clofing  the  door  upon  me  by  de- 
grees.    I  then  told  him,  I  was  come 
by  his  lord/hip's  own  appointment;  to 
which    intimation   this    Cerberus    re- 
plied,    *  I   have   received   no   orders 
'  about  the  matter  j'  and  was  upon  the 
point  of  (hutting  me  out;  when  I  re- 
collected myfelf  all  of  a  fiulden,.  an& 
flipping  a  crown  inio  his  hand,  begged 
as  a  favour  that  he  wc.uld  enquire,  and 
let  me   know  whether  or  not  the  eavl 
was  up.     The  grim  Janitor  relented  at 
the  touch  of  my  money,  which  he  took 
with  all  the  indifference  of   a  tax-ga- 
therer,  and  (hewed  me  into  a  parlour, 
where,  he  faki,   I  might  amufe  myfe!fc' 
till  fuch  time  as  his  lord  rtlou'd  be  a- 
wake.     I  had  not  f.»t  ten  minutes  in 
this  place,   when   a  footman  entered^ 
and  without  fpeaking,  ftared  at  me;  t 
interpreted  this  piece  of  his  behaviour 
into   '  Pray,    Sir,  what  is   your  buft- 
'  nefr  r  and   afkr d  the  fame  queftiort 
I   had  put  to  the  porter,  when   I  ac- 
cork-d   him   firft.     The  lacquey  made 
the  fame  reply,  and  difappeared  before 
I  could   get  any  farther  intelligence. 
In  a  little  time  he  returned,  on  pre- 
tence of  poking  the  fire,   and  looked 
at    me   again  with   great   earneftnefs; 
upon   which  I  began  to  perceive  his 
meaning,  and  tipping  him  with  half  a 
crown,  defired  he  would  be  fo  good  as 
to  fall  upon  fome  method  of  letting 
the  earl  know  that  I  was  in  the  houfe. 
He   made   a   low   bow,    faid,     «  Yes, 
'  Sir,"  and  vanilhed.   This  bounty  was 
not  thrown  away,  for  in  an  inflant  he 
canu   back,    and  conducted  me  to  a 
chamber,  where    I   was  received  with 
greit   kindntli  and  familiarity  by  his 
loidlhip,  whom  I  found  juft  rifen,   in 
his  morning-gown  and  flippers.    After 
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breakfaft,  he  entered  into  a  particular 
converfation  with  me  about  my  travels, 
the  remarks  I  had  made  abroad,  and  ex- 
amined me  to  the  full  extent  of  my  un- 
deiftanding.  My  anfwers  feemed  to 
pleafe  him  very  much,  he  frequently 
iqueezed  my  hand,  and  looking  at  me 
with  a  fingular  complacency  in  his 
countenance,  bade  me  depend  upon  his 
good  offices  with  the  miniftry  in  my 
behalf.  «  Young  men  of  your  qua- 
lifications/ faid  he,  '  ought  to  be 
cherifhed  by  every  adminiftration. 
For  my  own  part,  I  fee  fo  little  me- 
rit in  the  world,  that  I  have  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  to  encourage  the 
leaft  appearance  of  genius  and  virtue 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  power :  you 
have  a  great  deal  of  both;  and  will 
not  fail  of  making  a  figure  one  day, 
if  I  am  not  miftaken;  but  you  mult 
lay  your  account  with  mounting 
by  gradual  fteps  to  the  fummit  of 
your  fortune  :  Rome  cwas  not  built 
in  a  day.  As  you  underftand  the 
languages  perfectly  well,  how  would 
you  like  to  crofs  the  fea  as  fecretary 
to  an  embafTy  ?'  I  afTured  his  lorcl- 
fliip,  with  great  eagernefs,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  my  incli- 
nation :  upon  which  he  bade  me  make 
fflyfelf  eafy,  mybufinefs  was  done,  for 
he  had  a  place  of  that  kind  in  his  view. 
This  piece  of  generofity  affected  me  fo 
much,  that  I  was  unable  for  fome  time 
to  exprefs  my  gratitude,  which  at 
length  broke  out  in  acknowledgments 
of  my  own  unworthinefs,  and  enco- 
miums on  'his  benevolence.  I  could 
not  even  help  fliedding  tears,  at  the 
goodnefs  of  this  noble  lord,  W!K  no 
fooner  perceived  them,  than  he  caught 
me  in  his  arms,  and  hugged  and  kiflfcd 
me  with  a  feemingly  paternal  affeclion. 
Confounded  at  this  uncommon  inftance 
of  fondnefs  for  a  ftranger,  I  remained 
a  few  moments  filent  and  afhamed, 
then  rofe  and  took  my  leave,  after  he 
had  afTured  me  that  he  would  fpeak  to 
the  minifter  in  my  favour,  that  very 
day;  and  deiired  that  I  would  not  for 
the  future  give  myfelf  the  trouble  of 
attending  at  his  levee,  but  come  at  the 
fame  hour  every  day  when  he  fhould  be 
at  leifure,  that  is,  three  times  a  week. 

Though  my  hopes  were  now  very 
fhnguine,  I  determined  to  conceal  my 
profpect  from  every  body,  even  from 
Strap,  until  I  fhould  be  more  certain 
ef  fuccefsj  and  in  the  mean  time,  give 


my  patron  no  refpite  from  my  felicita- 
tions. When  I  renewed  ray  vifit,  t 
found  the  ftreer-door  opened  to  me  as 
if  by  enchantment  j  but  in  my  pafiage 
towards  the  prefeace-room,  I  was  met 
by  the  valet  de  chambre,  who  caft 
fome  furiou:  looks  at  me,  the  meaning 
of  which  I  could  not  comprehend.  The 
earl  faluted  me  at  entrance  with  a  ten- 
der embrace,  and  wifhed  me  joy  of  hi* 
fuccefs  with  the  premier;  who,  he  faid, 
had  preferred  his  recommendation  to 
that  of  two  other  noblemen  very  urgent 
in  behalf  of  their  refpeclive  friends, 
and  abfolutely  promiied  that  I  mould 
go  to  a  certain  foreign  court  in  quality 
of  fecretary  to  an'ambafTador  and  ple- 
nipotentiary, who  was  to  let  out  in  a 
few  weeks,  on  an  affair  of  vaft  im- 
portance to  the  nation.  I  was  thun- 
der-ftruck  with  my  good  fortune,  and 
could  make  no  other  reply,  thnn  kneel 
and  attempt  to  kifs  my  benefactor's 
hand;  which  fubmifliovi  he  would  not 
permit,  but  raifing  me  up,  preiTed  me 
to  his  breaft  with  fur  prizing  emotion, 
and  told  me  he  had  now  taken  upon 
himfelf  the  care  of  making  my  for- 
tune. What  enhanced  the  value  of  the 
benefit  ftill  the  more,  was  his  making 
light  of  the  fivour,  and  fhifting  the 
converfation  to  another  fubjeft:  among 
other  topicks  of  difcourfe,  that  of  the 
belles  Jettres  was  introduced,  upon 
which  his  lordflup  held  forth  with  great 
tafte  and  erudition,  and  difcovered  an 
intimate  know  !  •  cf  the  authors  of 
antiquity.  '  Here's  a  book,'  faid  he, 
taking  one  from  his  bofom,  '  written 
with  great  elegance  and  fpirit ;  and 
though  the  fubjec"t  may  give  offer, ce 
to  fome  narrow-minded  people,  the 
author  will  always  be  held  in  eiteem 
by  every  perfon  of  wit  and  learning.* 
So  faying,  he  put  into  my  hand  Petro- 
nius  Arb:fer,  and  afked  my  opinion  of 
his  wit  and  manner.  I  told  him,  that 
in  my  opinion,  he  wrote  with  great 
cafe  and  vivacity,  but  was  withal  fo 
lewd  and  in  decent,  that  he  ought  to 
find  no  quarter  of  protection  among 
people  of  morals  and  tafte.  *  I  own,* 
replied  ti:e  earl,  '  that  his  tafte  in  love 
is  generally  decried,  and  indeed  con- 
demned by  our  laws  ;  but  perlnps 
that  may  be  more  owing  to  prejuoice 
and  mifapprehenfion,  than  to  true 
reafon  and  deliberation.  The  beft 
man  among  the  ancients  is  faid  to 
have  entertained  that  y ailion }  one  of 
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th<  wifrft  of  their  legiflators  has  per- 
u  I   the   indulgence  of   it   in  his 

•  commonwealth;  the  molt  celebrated 

•  poets  have  not  Templed  to  avow  it: 
4  at  this  day  it  prevails  not  only  over 

•  all  the  eaft,  hut  in  moll  p;uts  of  Eu- 

•  rope$   in  our  own  country  it  gains 
'  ground  apace,  and  in  all  probability 

•  will  become  in  a  fhort  time  a  more 
"  fafhionable  vice  than  fimple  fornica- 
'  tion.     Indeed,  there  is  Something  to 
4  be  f.iid  in  vindication  of  it}  for  not- 
1  wiihltanding  the  feverity  of  the  law 

•  againtl  offenders  in  this  way,  it  mu/t 
'  be  confe/Tcd  that  the  practice  of  this 

•  paffion  is  unattended  with  that  curie 
"  and  burden  upon  fociety,  which  pro- 

•  ceeds  from  a  race  of  miferable  and 
1  dcierted  hazards,  who  are  either  mur- 
'  dered  by  their  parents,   deferted   to 
'  the  utinolt  want  and  wretchednefs,  or 

•  bred  up  to  prey  upon  the  common- 
'  wealth:  and  it  likewife  prevents  the 
€  debauchery  of  many  a  young  maiden, 
1  and  the  proltitution  of  honeft  men's 
'  wives;  not  to  mention  the  confidera- 
'  tion  of  health,  which  is  much   lefs 
'  liable  to  be  impaired  in  the  gratifica- 
1  tion  of  this  appetite,  than  in  the  ex- 
"  ercife  of  common  venery,  which  by 
'  ruining  the  constitutions  of  our  young 
'  men,  has  produced  a  pimy  progeny, 
'  that  degenerates  from  generation  to 
'  generatiun.     Nay,  I  have  been  told, 

•  that  there  is  another  motive,  perhaps 
'  more  powerful  than  all  thefe,  that  in- 
'  duces  people  to  cultivate  this  incli- 
'  nation;  namely,  the  exquifite  plea- 

•  lure  attending  it's  fuccefs." 

From  this  difcourfe,  I  began  to  be 
apprehenfive  that  his  lordmip,  finding  I 
had  travelled,  was  afraid  I  might  have 
been  infected  with  this  fpurious  and 
fordid  defire  abroad,  and  took  this  me- 
thod of  founding  my  fentiments  on  the 
/object-.  Fired  at  this  f'ippofed  fu- 
fpicion,  I  argued  againft  it  with  great 
warmth,  as  an  appetite  unnatural,  ab- 
furd,  and  of  pernicious  confequence ; 
and  declared  my  utter  delegation  and 
abhorrence  of  it  in  thefe  lines  of  the 
fatinft. 

*  Eternal  infamy  the  wretch  confound, 

*  Who    planted    firft   that  vice  on   Briti/h 

'  ground; 
1  A  vice!    that,  fpitc  of  fcnfe  and  nature, 

'  reigns, 
'  And  poilons  genial  love,   and  manhood 

4  Aains !' 


The  earl  fmiled  at  my  indignation, 
told  me  he  was  glad  to  find  my  opi- 
nion of  the  marter  Ib  conformable  to  his 
own,  and  that  what  he  advanced  wat 
only  to  provoke  me  to  an  anfwer,  with 
which  he  profefled  himfelf  perfectly 
well  pleafcd. 

After  I  had  enjoyed  a  long  audience, 
I  happened  to  look  at  my  watch,  in  or- 
der to  regulate  my  motions  by  it;  and 
his  lordfliip  obferving  the  chafed  cafe, 
delired  to  lee  the  device,  and  examine 
the  execution,  which  he  approved  withi 
fome  expreflions  of  admiration.    Con- 
fidering  the  obligations  I  lay  under  to 
his  lord/hip,  I  thought  there  could  not 
be  a  fitter  opportunity  than  the  prefent, 
to  manifeft,  in  fome  fhape,  my  grati- 
tude; I  therefore  begged  he  would  do 
me  the  honour  to  accept  of  the  watch, 
as  a  tmall  teltiroony  of  the  fenfe  I  had 
of  his  lordfliip's  generofity  ;  but  he  re- 
fufed  it  in  a  peremptory  manner,  and 
faid   he  was   foiry  I  mould  entertain, 
fuch    a    mercenary    opinion   of   him; 
obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was 
the  moft  beautiful  piece  of  workman- 
fhip  he  had  ever  feen;  and  defiring  to 
know  where  he  could  have  fuch  ano- 
ther.    I  begged  a  thoufand  pardons  for 
the  freedom  I  had  taken,  which  I  hoped 
he  would  impute  to  nothing  die  than 
the  higheft  veneration  for  his  perfon  ; 
told  him  that,  as  it  came  to  my  hand 
by  accident  in  France,  I  could  give  him 
no  information  about  the  maker,  for 
there  was  no  name  on  the  infide ;   ami 
once  more  humbly  entreated   th.it   he 
would  indulge  me  Ib  far  as  to  ufe  it  for 
my  iltke.     He  was  ftill  pofitive  in  re- 
ftifing  it ;  but  was  pleafed  to  thank  me 
for  my  generous  offer,  faying  it  was  a 
prefent  that  no  nobleman  need  be  aflja- 
nied  of  receiving;  though  he  was  re- 
folved  to  ftiew  his  difintereftednefs  with 
regard  to  me,  for  whom  he  had  con- 
ceived a  particular  friendship;  and  in- 
filled (if  I  was  willing  to  part  with  the 
watch)  upon  knowing  what  it  had  coft, 
that  he  might  atleaft  indemnify  me,  by 
refunding   the  money.     On  the  other 
hand,    I    adored    his    lordfliip  that  I 
fliould  look  upon  it  as  an  uncommon 
jmrk  of  diftin&ion,  if  he  would  take 
it  without  farther  queftion ;  and,  rather 
than  difoblige  me,  he  was  at  laft  per- 
fu.ulc  I   to  put  it  in  his  pocket,  to  my 
no    fnsall    l':uisfa£lion;   who  took  my 
leave  immediately,  after  having  recei-c.l 
Bb  akiod 
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a  kind  fqueeze,  and  an  injunction  to 
depend  upon  his  promife. 

Buoyed  up  with  this  reception,  my 
heart  opened;  I  gave  away  a  guinea 
among  the  lacquies,  who  efcorted  me 
to  the  door,  flew  to  the  lodgings  of 
Lord  Straddle,  upon  whom  I  forced 
my  diamond-ring,  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment for  the  great  fervice  he  had  done 
me,  and  from  thence  hied  me  home, 
with  an  intent  of  rharing  my  happinefs 
with  honeft 'Strap.  I  determined,  how- 
ever, to  heighten  his  pleafure,  by  de- 
preffing  his  fpirits  at  firft,  and  then 
bringing  in  the  good  news  with  double 
rdiih.  For  this  purpofe,  I  affefted 
the  appearance  of  difappointment  and 
chagrin,  and  told  him,  in  an  abrupt 
manner,  that  I  had  loft  the  watch  and 
diamond.  Poor  Hugh,  who  had  been 
already  harrafled  into  a  confumption  by 
intelligence  of  this  fort,  no  fooner 
heard  thefe  words,  than,  unable  to 
contain  himfelf,  he  cried  with  diffrac- 
tion in  his  looks,  '  God  in  heaven  for- 
•  bid!'  I  could  carry  on  the  farce  no 
fonger,  but  laughing  in  his  face,  told 
him  every  thing  that  had  paffed,  as 
above  recited.  His  features  were  im- 
mediately unbended,  and  the  tranfition 
fo  affecting,  that  he  wept  with  joy, 
calling  my  Lord  Strutwell  by  the  ap- 
pellations of  jewel,  phoenix,  rara  avis; 
and  praifing  God,  that  there  was  ftill 
fome  virtue  left  among  our  nobility. 
Our  mutual  congratulations  being 
over,  we  gave  way  to  our  imagina- 
Jtion,  and  anticipated  our  happinefs, 
by  profecuting  our  fuccefs  through 
the  different  fteps  of  promotion,  till 
I  arrived  at  the  rank  of  a  priune-mi- 
ilifter,  and  he  that  of  my  firft  fecre- 
tary. 

Intoxicated  with  thefe  ideas,  I  went 
to  the  ordinary,  where  meeting  with 
Banter,  I  communicated  the  whole 
iffair  in  confidence  to  him,  concluding 
with  an  afTurance  that  I  would  do  him 
all  the  fervice  in  my  power.  He  heard 
me  to  an  end  with  great  patience ;  then 
regarding  me  a  good  while  with  a  look 
of  difdain,  pronounced,  '  So  your 
'  bufmeis  is  done,  you  think?'—'  As 

*  good    as    done,    I  believe,'    fard    I. 
'  I'll  tell  you,'  replied  he,  '  what  will 
(  do  it   ftill  more   effectually — a  hal- 

*  ter.  'Sdeath !  if  I   had  been  fuch   a 
t  gull  to  two  fuch  fcoundrels  as  Strut- 
'  well   and   Straddle,    I    would  with- 
'  CM  any  more  ado  tuck  myfdf  up.' 


Shocked  at  this  exclamation,  I  defireif 
him,  with  fome  confufion,  to  explain 
himfelf:  upon  which  he  gave  me  to 
underftand,  that  Straddle  was  a  p«or 
contemptible  wretch,  who  lived  by 
borrowing  and  pimping  for  his  fellow- 
peers;  that  in  coni'equence  of  this  laft 
capacity,  he  had  doubtlefs  introduced 
me  to  Strutwell,  who  was  fo  notorious 
For  a  paflion  for  his  own  fex,  that  he 
was  amazed  his  character  had  never 
reached  my  ears;  and  that,  far  from 
being  able  to  obtain  for  me  the  poft 
he  had  promifed,  his  intereft  at  court 
was  fo  low,  that  he  could  fcarce  pro- 
vide for  a  fuperannuated  footman  once 
a  year,  in  the  cuftoms  or  excife;  that 
it  was  a  common  thing  for  him  to 
amufe  ftrangers,  whom  his  jackals  ran 
down,  with  fuch  aflurances  and  careffes 
as  he  had  beftowed  on  me,  until  he  had 
ftripped  them  of  their  cafh  and  every- 
thing valuable  about  them;  very  often 
of  their  chaftity;  and  then  leave  them 
a  prey  to  want  and  infamy ;  that  he 
allowed  his  fervant*  no  other  wages 
than  that  part  of  the  fpoil  which  they 
could  glean  by  their  induftry  j  and  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  towards  me  was 
fo  glaring,  that  nobody  who  knew  any 
thing  of  mankind  could  have  been  im- 
pofed  upon  by  his  infinuations, 

I  leave  the  reader  to  judge  how  I  re- 
liflied  this  piece  of  information,  which 
precipitated  me  from  the  moft  exalted 
pinnacle  of  hope  to  the  loweft  abyfs  of 
defpondencej  and  well-nigh  deter- 
mined me  to  take  Banter's  advice,  and 
finifh  my  chagrin  with  a  halter.  I  had 
no  room  to  fufpeft  'he  veiacity  of  my 
friend,  becauie,  upon  recollection,  I 
found  every  circumstance  of  Strutwell's 
behaviour  exactly  tallying  with  the  cha- 
rafter  he  had  dtfcribed  .-  his  hugs,  em- 
braces, fqueezes,  and  eager  looks,  were 
now  no  longer  a  myftery  ;  no  more  than 
his  defence  of  Petronitis,  and  the  jea- 
lous frown  of  his  valet  de  chambre» 
who,  it  feems,  had  been  the  favourite 
pathick  of  his  lord. 


CHAP.     XVI. 

ATTEMPT  TO  RECOTER  MY 
WATCH  AND  JEWELS,  BUT  TO  NO 
PURPOSE- RESOLVE  TO  RE- 
VENGE MYSELF  ON  STRUTWELk 
BY  MY  IMPORTUNITY — AM  RE- 
DUCED TO  MY  LAST  GUINEA — 
OBUCfiB 
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OBl.tGED  TO  INFORM  STRAP  OF 
MV  NCl'tSMTV,  WHO  IS  At  MOM 
DISTRACTKl)  WITH  THE  NhUS 
—  BUT  NEVERTHELESS  OBI.U.I  U 
I1  AWN  MV  BEST  SWORD  FOR. 
PRESKNT  SUBSISTENCE  —  THAT 
S  MALL  SUPPLY  BEING  EXHAUST- 
ID,  I  AM  ALMOST  STUPIKIED 
V.IPH  MV  MISFORTUNES — GO 

TO  THE  GAMING-TABLE,  a* 
THE  ADVJCE  OK  BANTER,  AND 
COME  OFF  WITH  UNEXPECTED 
SUCCESS  —  STRAP'S  EXTASY — 
MRG.  GAWKY  WAITS  UPON  ME, 
PROFESSES  REMORSE  FOR  HER 
PERFIDY,  AND  IMPLORES  MY 
ASSISTANCE— —I  DO  MYSELF  A 
PIECE  OF  JUSTICE  BY  HER 
MEANS,  AND  AFTERWARDS  RE- 
CONCILE HER  TO  HER  FATHER. 

I  Was  fo  confounded,  that   I  could 
make  no  reply  to  Banter,  who   re- 
proached me   with    great    indignation 
for  having  thrown  away  upon  rafcals, 
that  which,  had  it  been  converted  into 
ready  money,    would   have  fupporteci 
the   rank    of  a    gendemaa    for   fome 
months,  and  enabled  me  at  the  fame 
time  to  oblige  my  friends.     Stupified 
as    I  was,    I  could   eafily  divine   the 
fource    of    his   concern,    but   fneakcd 
away   in   a  fo'itary  manner,    without 
yielding  the  lealt  anfwsr  to  his  expoitu- 
lations;  and  began  to  deliberate  with 
myfelf  in   what  manner  I  mould   at- 
tempt to   retrieve  the  moveables  I  had 
fo  toolifhly  lolt.     I  fliould  have  thought 
it  no  robbery   to  take  them  again  by 
force,  could  I  have  done  it  without  any 
danger  of  being  detecled;    but   as  I 
could  have  no  fuch  opportunity,  I  re- 
folved  to  woik  by  rinelie,    and  go  im- 
mediately to  the  lodgings  of  Straddle, 
where  I  wa§  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  aim. 
My  lord,'  laid  J,  «  I  have  juil  no\v 
recollected,   that  the  diamond  I  had 
the  honour  of  prefenting  to  you,  is 
loofened  a  little  in  the  focket,    and 
there  is  a  young  fellow  juit  arrived 
from  Paris,  who  is  reckoned  the  bett 
jeweller  in  Europe;  I  knew  him  in 
France,    and   if  your   lordfliip   will 
give  me  leave,  will  carry  the  ring  to 
him  lobe  fet  to  rights.'  His  lordfliip 
was  not  to  be  caught  in   this    fnare; 
he  thanked  me  for  my  offer,  and  told  me, 
that  having  himfelf  observed  the  dcfeft, 
he  had  already  font  it  to  hisown  jeweller 
to  be  mended.    AnJ,  indeed,  by  ibis 


time,  I  believe  it  was  in  the  jeweller's 
,  though  not  in  order  to  be  mend- 
t'l,  lor  it  itood  in  need  of  no  altera- 
tion. 

Rmlkn!  in  tin-;  piece  of  politicks,  I 
curled  my  fimplicity;  but  idol. 
play  a  furer  yame  with  the  earl,  which 
I  thus  deviled.  I  did  not  doubt  of 
being  admitted  into  familiar  convolu- 
tion with  him,  as  before,  and  hoped  by 
fome  means  to  get  the  watch  into  my 
hand,  and  then,  on  pretence  of  winding 
or  pl.iying  with  it,  drop  it  on  the  floor, 
when  in  all  probability  the  fall  would 
difoider  the  work  fo  as  to  (top  it's  mo- 
tion: this  event  would  fum ifli  me  with 
an  opportunity  of  infifting  upon  carry- 
ing it  away  in  order  to  be  repaired;  and 
then  I  fliould  have  been  in  no  hurry  to 
bring  it  back.  What  pity  it  was  I 
could  not  find  an  occafion  of  putting 
this  fine  fcheme  in  execution!  When  I 
went  to  renew  my  vilit  to  his  lordfliip, 
my  accefs  to  the  parlour  was  as  free 
as  ever;  but  after  I  had  waited  fome 
time,  the  valet  de  chambte  came  in  with 
his  Jordfhip's  compliments, and  a  defies 
to  fee  me  to-morrow  at  his  levee,  he 
being  at  prefent  fo  much  indifpofed 
that  he  could  not  fee  company.  I  in- 
terpreted this  meffdge  into  a  bad  omen, 
and  came  away  muttering  curfes  again  ft 
his  lordmip's  politenefs,  and  ready  to 
go  to  logger-heads  with  myfelf  for 
being  fo  egregioufly  duped.  But  that 
I  might  have  fome  fatisfaftion  for  the 
Jefs  1  had  fullained,  I  befieged  him. 
clofdy  at  his  levee,  ancj  perfecuted  him 
with  my  felicitations ;  not  without 
faint  hopes  indeed  of  reaping  fome- 
thing  more  from  myinduftry,  than  the 
bare  pleafure  of  making  him  uneafyj 
though  I  could  never  obtain  another 
private  hearing,  during  the  whele 
courle  of  my  attendance;  neither  had 
I  icfolution  enough  to  undeceive  Strap, 
whole  looks  in  a  little  time  were  fo 
whetted  with  impatience,  that  when- 
ever I  canjj  home,  his  eyes  devoured 
me,  us  it  were,  with  eagernefs  of  at- 
tention. 

At  length,  however,  finding  myfelf 
reduced  to  my  hit  guinea,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  difclefe  my  neceflity,  though 
1  endeavoured  to  fweeten  the  difcovery 
by  rchearfmg  to  him  the  daily  aflu- 
r.mces  I  received  from  my  patron.  But 
thefe  promifes  were  not  of  efficacy  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport  the  fpiiits  of  my 
fficad,  who  no  fooner  undcrftood  the 
13  b  2  lownefs 
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lownefs  of  my  finances,  than  uttering 
a  dreadful  groan,  he  exclaimed;  «  In 
'  the  name  of  God,  what  (hall  we  do  ?' 
In  order  to  comfort  him,  I  fid,  that 
many  of  my  acquaintance,  who  were 
in  a  worfe  condition  than  we,  fupport- 
cd,  notwithftanding,  the  character  of 
gentlemen;  and  advifing  him  to  thank 
God  that  we  had  as  yet  incurred  no 
debt,  propofed  he  mould  pawn  my 
Tword  of  fteel  inlaid  with  gold,  and 
truft  to  my  difcretion  for  the  reft.  This 
expedient  was  wormwood  and  gall  to 
poor  Strap;  who,  in  fpite  of  his  in- 
vincible affection  for  me,  ftill  retain- 
ed  notions  of  ceconomy  and  expence 
Suitable  to  the  narrownefs  of  his 
education  ;  neverthelefs,  he  complied 
with  my  requeft,  and  raifed  feven 
pieces  on  the  fword  in  a  twinkling. 
This  fupply,  inconfiderable  as  it  was, 
made  me  as  happy  for  the  prefent  as 
if  I  had  kept  five  hundred  pounds 
5n  bank;  for  by  this  time  I  was  fo  well 
Skilled  in  procwftinating  every  trouble- 
fome  reflection,  that  the  profpect  of 
want  feldom  affected  me  very  much,  let 
it  be  ever  fo  near.  And  now  indeed  it 
was  rearer  than  I  imagined;  my  land- 
lord having  occafion  for  money,  put  me 
in  mind  of  my  being  indebted  to  him  five 
guineas  in  lodging;  and  telling  me  he 
Lad  a  fum  to  makeup,  begged  I  would 
excuie  his  importunity,  and  difcharge 
The  debt.  Though  I  could  ill  fpare 
fo  much  cafh,  my  pride  took  the  refo- 
Jution  of  difburfing  it.  This  I  did  in 
a  cavalier  manner,  after  he  had  written 
a  difcharge,  telling  him,  with  an  air  of 
/corn  and  refentment,  I  faw  he  was  re- 
Iblved  that  I  ihculd  not  be  long  in  his 
books;  while  Strap,  who  flood  by,  and 
knew  my  circumftances,  wrung  his 
hands  in  fecret,  gnawed  his  nether  lip, 
and  turned  yellow  with  defpair.  What- 
t- ver  appearance  of  indifference  my  va- 
nity enabled  me  to  put  on,  I  was  thun- 
derfiruck  with  this  demand;  which  I 
ha  i  no  (boner  fatisfied,  than  I  haftened 
into  company,  with  a  view  of  beguiling 
mycan:s  withconveifaticn,orof  drown- 
ing them  with  wine.  4 

Alter  dinner,  a  party  was  accord- 
ingly made  in"  the  cofFee-houfe,  from 
whence  we  adjourned  to  the  tavern, 
where,  inrkad  of  fharing  the  mirth  of 
the  company,  I  was  as  much  chagrined 
at  their  srood-humctir  as  a  damned  foul 
in  hell  would  be  at  a  glimpfe  of  hea- 
ircii.  In  vain  did  I  iw&llow  bumper  after 


bumper;  the  wine  had  loft  it's  effect  ttp- 
on  me;  and,  far  from  raifing  my  dejtct- 
ed  fpirits,  could  not  even  lay  me  afkep. 
Banter,  who  was  the  only  intimate 
I  had,  (Strap  excepted)  perceived  my 
anxiety,  and  when  we  broke  up,  re- 
proached me  with  pufiHanimity,  for 
being  caft  down  at  any  difappointment 
that  foch  a  rafcal  as  Strutwell  could 
be  the  occafion  of.  I  told  him  I  did 
not  at  all  fee  how  Stairwell's  being  a 
rafcal  alleviated  my  misfortune;  and 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  my  pre- 
fent grief  did  not  fo  much  proceed  from 
that  diiappointment,  as  from  the  low 
ebb  of  my  fortune,  which  was  funk  to 
fomething  icfs  than  two  guineas.  At 
this  declaration,  he  cried,  '  Pma!  is 
*  that  all?'  and  afTured  me,  there  was 
a  thoufand  ways  of  living  in  town  with- 
out a  fortune,  he  himfelf  having  fub- 
filted  many  years  entirely  by  his  wit. 
I  expre/Ted  an  eager  defire  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  foine  of  thefe  methods; 
and  he,  without  farther  expoftulation, 
bade  me  follow  him.  He  conducted 
me  to  a  houfe  under  the  Piazzas  in 
Covent  Garden,  which  we  entered,  and 
having  delivered  our  fwords  to  a  grim 
fellow  who  demanded  them  at  the  foot 
of  the  flair-cafe,  alcended  to  the  fueoml 
flory,  where  I  faw  multitudes  of  people 
flanding  round  two  gaming-tables, 
loaded  in  a  manner  with  gold  and  filver. 
My  conductor  told  me  this  was  the 
houfeof  a  worthy  Scotch  lordjwhoufing 
the  privilege  of  his  peerage,  had  fet  up 
publick  gaming-tables,  from  the  profits 
of  which  he  drew  a  comfortable  liveli- 
hood. He  then  explained  the  difference 
between  the  Jitters  and  the  betters;  cha- 
racterized the  fidt  as  old  rooks,  and  the 
laft  as  bubbles  j  and  advifed  me  to  try 
my  fortune  at  the  filver  table,  by  betting 
a  crown  at  a  time.  Before  1  would 
venture  any  thing,  I  considered  the 
company  more  particularly,  and  there 
appeared  fuch  a  groupe  of  villainous 
faces,  that  I  was  (truck  with  horror 
and  aftonifhment  at  the  fight!  fignified 
my  furprize  to  Banter,  who  whifpered 
in  my  ear,  that  the  bulk  of  thofe  pre- 
fent were  fliarpers,  highwaymen,  and 
apprentices,  who  having  embezzled 
their  matters  cafh,  made  a  defperate 
pufh  in  this  place  to  make  up  their  de- 
ficiences.  This  account  did  not  en- 
courage me  to  hazard  any  part  of  my 
fmall  pittance ;  but  at  length,  being 
teazed  by  the  importunities  of  my 

friend, 


RODERICK    RANDOM. 


'93 


friend,  who  adored  me  there  was  no 
ill  uled,  becaufe  peo- 
ple were  hired  by  the  owner  to  fee  juf- 
tice  done  to  every  body,  1  began  by 
rifquing  one  (hilling,  and  in  lei's  than 
an  hour  my  winning  amounted  to  thir- 
ty. Convinced  by  this  time  of  the 
fairnefsof  the  game,  and  animated  with 
fucceft,  there  was  no  need  of  farther 
perfuafion  to  continue  the  play.  I  lent 
Banter  (who  fcldom  had  any  money  in 
his  pocket)  a  guinea,  which  he  carried 
to  the  gold  table,  and  loll  in  a  moment. 
He  would  have  borrowed  another, 
but  finding  me  deaf  to  his  arguments, 
went  away  in  a  pet.  Meanwhile  my 
gain  advanced  to  fix  pieces,  and  my 
defire  of  more  increafed  in  proportion  ; 
fo  that  I  moved  to  the  higher  table, 
where  I  laid  half  a  guinea  on  every 
throw;  and  fortune  Hill  favouring 
me,  I  became  a  fitter,  in  which  capa- 
city I  remained  till  it  was  broad  day. 
when  I  found  myfelf,  after  many  vi- 
cifliiudes,  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas 
in  pocket. 

Thinking  it  now  high  time  to  retire 
with  my  booty,  I  a  iked  if  any  body 
would  take  my  place,  and  made  a  mo- 
tion to  rife;  upon  which  an  old  Gaf- 
con,  who  fat  oppofite  to  me,  and  of 
whom  I  had  won  a  little  money,  ftarud 
tip  with  fury  in  his  looks,  crying, 
'  Reflex,  f out  re,  rcflez\  il  faut  donner 
*  moi  man  ra<vanchio  .'*  At  the  fame 
time,  a  Jew  who  fat  near  the  other, 
infmuated  that  I  was  more  beholden  to 
art  than  fortune,  for  what  I  had  got; 
that  he  had  obfeived  me  wipe  the  table 
very  often,  and  that  fome  of  the  divi- 
fions  feemed  to  be  greafy.  This  inti- 
mation  produced  a  great  deal  of  cla- 
mour againlt  me,  efpecially  amongft 
the  lofers,  who  threatened  with  many 
oaths  and  imprecations  to  take  me  up 
by  a  warrant  as  a  (harper,  unlefs  I 
would  compromife  the  affair  by  re- 
funding the  greatelt  part  of  my  win- 
ning. Though  I  was  far  from  being 
taly  under  this  accufation,  I  relied  up- 
on my  innocence,  threatened  in  my 
turn  to  profecute  the  Jew  for  defama- 
tion, and  boldly  offered  to  lubmit  my 
caufe  to  the  examination  of  any  jultice 
in  Wtlluiinllcr;  but  they  knew  them- 
felves  too  well  to  put  their  characters 
on  that  illuc;  and  finding  I  was  not  to 
be  intimidated  into  any  conceflion, 
chopped  their  plea,  and  made  way  forme 
to  withdraw,  I  would  not,  however, 


flir  from  the  table,  until  the  Ifraelite 
had  retracted  what  he  faid  to  my  dif- 
advantage,  and  aflced  pardon  before 
the  whole  aUcmbly. 

As  I  marched  out  with  my  prize,  I 
happened  to  tread  upon  the  toes  of  a 
tall  raw-boned  fellow,  with  a  hooked 
nofe,  fierce  eyes,,black  thick  eye-  brows, 
a  pig  tail  wig  of  the  fame  colour,  and 
a  formidable  hat  pulled  over  his  fore- 
head, who  flood  gnawing  his  fingeis 
in  the  crowd,  and  no  fooner  felt  thp 
application  of  my  fhoe-heel,  than  he 
roared  out  in  a  tremendous  voice, 
'  Blood  and  wounds!  you  (on  of  a 
'  whore,  what's  that  for?'  I  aiked 
pardon  with  a  great  deal  of  fubmiflion, 
and  protcfted  I  had  no  intention  of 
hurting  him;  but  the  more  I  humbled 
myfelf  the  more  he  liormed,  and  in- 
filted  upon  gentlemanly  fatisfafiion,  at 
the  fame  time  provoking  me  with  fcan* 
dalous  names  that  I  could  not  put  up 
with;  fo  that  I  gave  a  loofe  to  my  paf- 
fion,  returned  his  Billingfgate,  and  chal- 
lenged him  to  follow  me  down  to  the 
Piazzas.  His  indignation  cooling  as 
mine  warmed,  he  refilled  my  invitation, 
faying,  he  would  chufe  his  own  time, 
and  returned  towards  the  table,  mut- 
tering thi  eats,  which  I  neither  dread- 
ed, nor  dirHnftly  heard;  but  defcend- 
ing  with  great  deliberation,  received  my 
fword  front  the  door-keeper,  whom  I 
gratified  with  a  guinea,  according  to 
the  cuiiom  of  the  place,  and  went  home 
in  a  rapture  of  joy. 

My  faithful  valet,  who  had  fat  up 
all  night  in  the  utmolt  uneafinefs  on  my 
account,  let  me  in  with  his  face  be- 
ilubbercd  with  tears,  and  followed  m« 
to  my  chamber,  where  he  Hood  filentlike 
a  condemned  criminal  in  expectation  of: 
hearing  that  every  (billing  was  fpent. 
I  guefl'ed  the  Situation  of  his  thoughts, 
and  alfuming  a  fullen  look,  bade  him 
fetch  me  fome  water  to warti.  Here- 
plied,  without  lifting  his  eyes  from  the 
ground,  «  In  my  fimple  conjecture, 
'  you  have  more  occalion  for  reft ;  not 
'  having,  I  fuppofe,  flept  thefe  four 
*  and  twenty  hours.' — «  Bring  me  fome 
«  water!'  laid  I,  in  a  peremptory 
tone:  upon  which  he  fneaked  away, 
fhruggir.g  his  (boulders.  Before  he 
returned,  I  had  fpread  my  whole  llock 
on  the  table  in  the  molt  oftentatious 
manner;  fo  that  when  it  firlt  faluted 
his  view,  he  itood  like  one  entranced, 
and  having  rubbed  his  eyes  more  than 

once, 
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once,  to  affiire  himfelf  of  his  being  a- 
wake,  he  broke  out  into,  '  Lord  have 

*  mercy  upon  us,  what  a  vaft  treafure 

*  is  here!' — '  Tis  all  our  own,  Strap,' 
faidlj    '  take  what  is  neceftary,  and 
'  redeem  the  fword  immediately.'     He 
advanced   towards  the  table,    flopped 
flioi  t  by  the  way,  looked  at  the  money 
and  me  by  turns,  and  with  a  wildnefs 
in  his  countenance,  produced  from  joy 
checked  by  diltruil,  cried,  '  I  dare  lay 

*  it  is  honeftly  come  by.'     To  remove 
his  fcruples,  I  made  him    acquainted 
vmh  the  whole   (lory  or"  my    luccefsj 
which  when  he  heard,  he  danced  about 
the  room  in  an  extafy,  crying,  '  God 
«  be   praifed,  a   white   ftont!   God  be 
'  praifed,  a  white  ftonel'     So  that  I 
was  afraid  the  fudden   change  of  for- 
tune had  disordered  his  intellects,  and 
that  he  was  run    mad  with  joy.     Ex- 
tremely concerned  at  this  event,  I  at- 
tempted to  reafon  him  out  of  his  frenzy, 
but  to   no  purpofe;    for,    without   re- 
garding what  I  faid,  he  continued  to 
irifk   tip   and    down,    and    repeat    his 
ihapfody  of,  '  God  be  praifed,  a  white 
«  Hone!'     At  lalt  I  roie  in  the  utmoft 
consternation,  and  laying  violent  ham's 
upon  him,   put  a   (top  to  his  extrava- 
gance, by  fixing  him  down  to  a  fettee 
that  was  in  the  room.     This  constraint 
banifhed   his  delirium;    he  (tailed,   as 
if  jult  awoke,  and  terrified  at  my  be- 
haviour, cried,  '  What  is  the  matter?' 
When  he  learned  the  caufe  of  my  ap- 
prehenfion,    he    was    afhamed    of  his 
tranfports,  and  told  me,  that  in   men- 
tioning the  white  (tone,  he  alluded  to 
the  Dies  fafii  of  the  Romans,  albo  la- 
fide  not  at  i. 

Having  no  inclination  to  fltep,  I  fe- 
cured  my  cafli,  dreffed,  and  was  juft 
going  abroad,  when  the  fervant  of  the 
houic  told  me  there  was  a  gentlewo- 
man at  the  door,  who  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  me.  Surprized  at  this  informa- 
tion, I  bade  Strap  {hew  her  up,  and  in 
Ids  than  a  minute  faw  a  young  wo- 
man of  a  (habby  decayed  appearance 
enter  my  room.  After  halt  a  dozen 
curtfeys,  (he  began  to  fob,  and  told  me 
her  name  was  Gawky;  upon  which  in- 
formation I  immediately  recollected  the 
features  of  Mifs  Lavement,  who  had 
been  the  firft  occafion  of  my  misfor- 
tunes. Though  I  had  all  the  reafon 
in  the  world  to  relent  her  treacherous 
behaviour  to  me,  I  was  moved  at  her 
diftrefs,  and  profeffing  nay  forrow  at 


feeing  her  fo  reduced,  defined  her  to 
fit,  and  enquired  into  the  particulars 
of  her  fittiation.  She  fell  upon  her 
knees,  and  implored  my  forgivenefs 
tor  the  injuries  (he  had  done  me,  pro- 
tefting  before  God,  that  /he  was  forced, 
againft  her  inclination,  into  that  hel- 
li(h  con/piracy  which  had  almolt  de- 
prived rue  of  my  life,  by  the  entrea- 
ties of  her  hufband;  who  having  been 
afterwards  renounced  by  his  father  on 
account  of  his  marriage  with  her,  and 
unable  to  fupport  a  family  on  his  pay, 
left  his  wife  at  her  father's  houfe,  and 
went  with  the  regiment  to  Germany, 
where  he  was  broke  for  mifbehaviour 
at  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  fince  which 
time  (he  had  heaid  no  tidings  of  him. 
She  then  gave  me  to  underftand,  with 
many  fymptoms  of  penitence,  that  it 
was  her  misfortune  to  bear  a  child  four 
months  after  marriage,  by  which  event 
her  parents  were  fo  mcenfed,  that  (he 
was  turned  out  of  doors  with  the  in- 
fant, that  died  foon  after}  and  had  hi- 
therto fubfifted  in  a  miferable  indigent 
manner  on  the  extorted  charity  of  a 
few  friends,  who  were  now  quite  tired 
of  giving;  that  not  knowing  where  or 
how  to  fupport  herfelf  one  day  longer, 
(he  had  fled  for  fuccour  even  to  me, 
who  of  all  mankind  had  the  lealt 
caufe  to  aiTift  her,  relying  upon  the 
generality  of  my  dii'pofition,  which, 
flie  hoped,  would  be  pleafed  with  this 
opportunity  of  avenging  itfelf  in  the 
nobleit  manner  on  the  wretch  who  had 
wronged  me.  1  was  very  much  af- 
fecled  with  her  djfcourfe,  and  having 
no  caufe  to  fufpeft  the  fmcerity  of  her 
repentance,  raifed  her  up,  freely  par- 
doned all  (he  had  done  againft  me,  and 
promifed  to  befriend  her  as  much  as 
lay  in  my  power. 

Since  my  lait  arrival  in  London,  I 
had  made  no  advances  to  the  apothe- 
cary, imagining  it  would  be  impofiible 
for  me  to  make  my  innocence  appear, 
fo  unhappily  was  my  acculation  cir- 
cumftanced.  Strap  indeed  had  labour-- 
ed  tojuftify  me  to  the  fchool- matter; 
but  far  from  fucceeding  in  his  attempt, 
Mr.  Concordance  dropped  alt  corre- 
fpondence  with  him,  becaufe  he  refilled 
to  quit  his  connection  with  me.  Things 
being  in  this  fituation,  I  thought  a 
fairer  opportunity  of"  vindicating  my 
character  could  not  offer,  than  that 
which  now  prefented  itfelf;  I  there- 
fore, ftipalated  with  Mrs., Gawky,  that 

before 
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fit  fore  I  would  yiild  her  the  leart  utlif- 
tunce,   (he  ftiould  do  me  the  jultice  to 
,n v    irpntation,    by  explaining, 
upon   oath    before  a   magilhate,    the 
whole  of  die  confpiracy  as  it  had  been 
executed  agninlt  me.     When   (he  had 
given  me  this  I'atisfaclion,  I  prelented 
her  with  five  guineas;  a  I'mn  (b  much 
above   her  expectation,  that  (he  could 
fcarce  believe  the  evidence  of  her  fenii-s, 
and  wai  ready  to  worfliip  me  for  my 
benevolence.     The  declaration  figned 
with   her  own  hand,   I   lent  to  her  t.i- 
ther,  who,  upon  recollecting  anfl  com- 
paring the  circumltances  of  my  charge, 
was   convinced  of  my   integrity,   and 
wnite.l  on  me  next  day,    in  company 
with  his   friend  the   fchool-mafter,   to 
whom  he  had  communicated  my  vin- 
dication.     After    mutual    falutation, 
Monlieur  Lavement  began  a  long  apo- 
logy  for  the    urjult  treatment  I   had 
received;  but  I  laved  him  a  good  deal 
of  breath,  by  interrupting  his  harangue, 
and  afluring  him,  that  far  from  enter- 
taining a   reientment   againlt    him,    I 
thought  myfelf  obliged   to   his  lenity, 
which  allowed  me  to  elcape,  after  fuch 
ftrong  preemptions  of  guilt  appeared 
againlt  me.     Mr.  Concordance  think- 
ing it  now  his  turn  to  fpcak,  obferved, 
tint  Mr.  Random  had  too  much  can- 
dour and  fagacity  to  be  difobliged   at 
thtir  conduft,  which,  all  things  con- 
lidered,  could  not  have  been  otherwise 
with  any  honelty  of  intention.     '  In- 
deed,' faid  he,  '  if  the  plot  had  been 
unravelled    to    us   by   any    fupei na- 
tural   intelligence;    if   it    had    been 
whifpered   by  genii,    communicated 
by  a  dream,  or  revealed  by  an  angt  1 
from  on  high,  we  mould  have  been 
to  blame  in  crediting  ocular  demon- 
llration;  but  as  we  were  left  in  the 
mift  of  mortality,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
prcied    we   mould    be    incapable   of 
impofition.     I   do  afl'ure   you,    Mr. 
Random,  no   man  on  earth  is  moie 
pleafed  than  I  am  at  this  triumph  of 
your  character;  and   as  the   news  of 
your   misfortune  panged  me  to  the 
very  entrails,    this   inamfeltation  of 
your    innocence    makes    my   midriff 
quiver  with   joy/      I    thanked   him 
for  his  concern,  defired  them   to  un- 
deceive   thole    of   their    acquaintance 
who  judged  harmly  of  me;  and  hav- 
ing treated  them  with  a  glals  of  wine, 
I'eprelenttd  to  Lavement  the  deplorable 
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condition  of  his  daughter,  and  pleaded 
her  caufe  Co  effectually,  that  he  con- 
tented to  fettle  a  Imall  annuity  on  her 
fur  lite;  hut  could  not  be  (x.-rfuadcd 
to  take  her  home,  lu-caufe  her  mother 
was  fo  much  incuilcd  that  (he  woulJ 
never  fee  her. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

1  PURCHASE  NEW  CLOATHS— — 
REPRIMAND  STRUTWELL  ANI> 
STRADDLE — BANTER  PROPOSES 
AN  OTHERM  AT  RIMONIAL  SCHEME 
—I  ACCEPT  OF  HIS  TERMS — SET 
OUT  FOR  BATH  IN  A  STAGE- 
COACH,WITH  THE  YOUNG  LADY 
AND  HER  MOTHER — THE  BEHA- 
V10UKOFAN  OFFICER  AND  LAW- 
YER— OURFELLOWTRAVELLERi 
DESCRIBED — A  SMART  DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN  MY  MISTRESS  AND 
THE  CAPTAIN. 

HAVING  finilhed  this  affair  to 
my  fatisfaclion,  I  found  myfelf 
perfectly  at  ea(e,  and  looking  upon  the 
gaming-table  as  a  certain  refource  for 
a  gentleman  in  want,  became  more  gay 
than  ever.  Although  my  cloatlis  were 
almoft  as  good  as  new,  I  grew  afhamed 
of  wearing  them,  becaufe  I  thought 
every  body  by  this  time  had  got  an  in- 
ventory of  my  wardiobe.  For  which 
reafon,  I  difpofcd  of  a  good  part  oi" 
iv.y  apparel  to  a  falefman  in  Mon- 
mouth  Street  for  half  the  value,  aud 
bought  two  new  fuits  with  the  money, 
I  likcwife  purchafed  a  plain  gold  watch, 
defpairing  of  recovering  that  whrch  I 
had  fo  foolifhly  given  to  Strutwell, 
whom,  notwithstanding,  I  (till  conti- 
nued to  vifit  at  his  levee,  until  the  am- 
baiFador  he  had  mentioned  fet  out  with 
a  fecretary  of  his  own  chilling.  I 
thought  myfelf  then  at  liberty  to  ex- 
potlulate  with  his  lordfhip,  whom  I 
treated  with  great  freedom  in  a  letter, 
for  amufing  me  with  vain  hopes,  when 
he  neither  had  the  power  nor  inclina- 
tion to  provide  for  me.  Nor  was  I 
lefs  reierved  with  Straddle,  whom  I  in 
perfon  reproached  for  miireprelcnting 
to  me  the  character  of  Strutwell,  which 
I  did  iiot  fcruple  to  aver  was  infamous 
in  every  refpeft.  He  feemed  very  much 
enraged  at  my  freedom,  talked  a  great 
deal  about  his  quality  and  honour,  and 
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began  to  make  Tome  comparisons  which 
I  thought  fo  injurious  to  mine,  that  I 
demanded  an  explanation  with  great 
warmth;  and  he  was  mean  enough  to 
equivocate,  and  condefcended  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  I  left  him  with  a  heaity 
contempt  of  his  behaviour* 

About  this  time,  Banter,  who  had 
obferved  a  furprizing  and  Aidden  al- 
teration in  my  appearance  and  difpo- 
fition,  began  to  enquire  very  minutely 
into  the  caufe;  and  as  I  did  not  think 
fit  to  let  him  know  the  true  (tate  of  the 
affair,  left  he  might  make  free  with 
my  purfe,  on  the  Strength  of  having 
propofed  the  fchemc  that  filled  it,  I 
told  him  that  I  had  received  a  I'mall 
fupply  from  a  relation  in  the  country, 
•who  at  the  Same  time  had  promised  to 
life  all  his  intereSr,  which  was  notfmall, 
in  foliating  Some  poSt  for  me  that  Should 
make  me  eai'y  for  life.  *  If  that  be 

*  the  cafe,'  faid  Banter,  *  perhaps  you 

*  won't  care  to  mortify  yourfelf  a  little, 

*  in  making  your  fortune  another  way. 
'  I  have  a  relation  who  is  to  fet  out  for 
'  Bath  nfxt  week,  with  an  only  daugh- 
'  ter,  who  being  fickly  and  decrepid, 
'  intends  to  drink  the  waters  for  the 

*  recovery  of  her  health.     Her  father, 
'  who  was  a   rich  Turky   merchant, 
4  died  about  a  year  ago,  and  left  her 
'  with    a    fortune  of  twenty  thoufand 
4  pounds,  under  the  fole  management 
4  of  her  mother,  who  is  my  kinfwo- 
4  man.     I  would  have  put  in  for  the 
'  plate  myfdf,  but  theie  is  a  breach 
«  at  prelent   between  the  old  woman 

*  and  me.    Yon  muft  know,  that  Some 
'  time  ago,  I   borrowed  a  I'mall  Sum 

*  of  her,  and  promifed,    it   feems,  to 
4  pay   it   before  a  certain   timej    but 
4  being  disappointed    in    my  expefta- 
4  tion  of  money  from  the  country,  the 

*  day  elapled,  without  my  being  able 
4  to  take  up  my  note,  upon  which  She 
4  wrote  a  peremptory  letter,  threatening 
'  to  arreft  me  if  I  did  not  pay  the  debt 

*  immediately:  nettled  at  this   precile 

*  behaviour,  I  fent  a  damned  fevere  an- 

*  fwer,  which  enraged   her  Ib  much, 

*  that  She  actually  took  out  a  writ  a- 
*•  gainit  me.     Whereupon,  finding  the 

*  thing  grow  ferious,  I  got  a  friend  to 

*  advance  the  money  for  me,  difcharg- 

*  ed  the  debt,  went  to  her  houfe,  and 

*  abufed  her  for  her  unfriendly  deal- 

*  ing.     She  was  provoked  by  my  re- 

*  J»oaches,  and  Scolded   in   her  turn. 

*  The  little  deformed  urchin  juiaed  her 


mother  with  fuch  virulence  and  Vo* 
lubility  of  tongue,  that  I  was  fain 
to  make  my  retreat,  after  having  been 
honoured  with   a  great   many  fcan- 
dalous  epithets,  which  gave  me  plain- 
ly to  understand  that  I  had  nothing 
to  hope  from  the  eSteem  of  the  one, 
or   the   afFeclion  of  the  other.      As 
they  are  both  utter  Strangers  to  life, 
it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  that  the  girl 
will  be  picked  up  by  fome  Scoundrel 
or  other  at  Bath,  if  1  don't  provide 
for  her  otherwife.     You  are  a  well- 
looking  fellow,    Random,    and  can 
behave  as    demurely    as   a   quaker. 
Now  if  you  will  give  me  an  obliga- 
tion for  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be 
paid  fix  months  after  your  marriage, 
I  will  put  you  in  a  method  of  carry- 
ing her  in  Spite  of  all  oppofition.' 
This  propoSal  was  too  advantageous 
for  me,    to   be   refufed :    the  writing 
was  immediately  drawn  up  and  execut- 
ed; and  Banter  giving  me  notice  of  the 
time    when,    and   the  Stage-coach    in 
which  they  were  to  fet  out,  I  befpoke 
a  place  in   the  fame  convenience;  and 
having  hired  a  horfe  for  Strap,  who  was 
charmed  with  the  profpect,  fet  forward 
accordingly. 

As  we  embarked  before  day,  I  had 
not  the  pleafure  for  fome  time  of  fee- 
ing Mifs  Snapper,  (that  was  the  name 
of  my  miltrefs)  nor  even  of  perceiving 
the  number  and  fex  of  my  fellow-tra- 
vellei's,  although  I  gueSTed  that  the 
coach  was  full,  by  the  difficulty  I  found 
in  feating  myfelf.  The  full  five  mi- 
nutes paSTed  in  a  general  filence,  when 
all  of  a  fudden,  the  coach  heeling  to 
one  fide,  a  boisterous  voice  pronounced, 
'  To  the  right  and  left,  cover  your 
4  flanks,  damme!  whiz!'  I  eafily  dif- 
coyered  by  the  tone  and  matter  of  this 
exclamation,  that  it  was  uttered  by  a 
fon  of  Mars;  neither  was  it  hard  to 
conceive  the  profeSfion  of  another  per- 
fon  who  fat  oppofite  to  me,  and  ob- 
Served,  that  we  ought  to  have  beer> 
well  Satisfied  of  the  fecurity,  before  w« 
entered  upon  the  premifes.  Thefe  twp 
Sallies  had  not  the  defired  effect;  we 
continued  a  good  while  as  mute  as  be- 
fore; till  at  length,  the  gentleman  of 
the  fword,  impatient  of  longer  filence, 
made  a  fecond  effort,  by  fwearing  he 
had  got  into  a  meeting  of  quakers. 
4  I  believe  fo  too,'  faid  a  Shrill  female 
voice,  at  my  left-hand,  '  for  the  Spirit 
*  of  folly  begins  to  move.'  —  '  Out 
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•  with  it  then,    Madam,'    replied  the 
foldier.  •  '  You  fecm  to  have  no  occa- 
fion  for  a  midwife,*  cried  the  lady. 
D — n    my  blood!'     exclaimed     the 
other,   «  a  man  ran't  talk  to  a  woman, 
but  (he  immediately  thinks  of  a  mid- 
wile.' — '    True,    Sir,'   laid  (he,  '  I 
long   to  be  ddivi'ied.* — '  \Vlut!  of 
a   mouie,    Madam?'  laid  he.     '  No, 
Sir,'   faid  (he,  '  of  a  fool.' — '  Are 
you  far  gone  with  a  fool?'    faid  he. 
Little  more    than    two    miles,'  faid 
ie.     '  By  G.i  I,  you  are  a  wit,  Ma- 
dam!'   ciiod  tlie  officer.     '   I  wifli  I 
could  with  any  jutiice  return  the  com- 
pliment,' f.iid  the  lady.     '  Zounds, 
I  have  done!'  laid  he.      '  Your  bolt 
is  foon   flu>ti    according  to   the  old 
provcib!'  faid   flic.      The   warrior's 
powder  was    quite  fptnt;    the    lawyer 
advifed   him  to  drop  the  profecution ; 
and  a  grave  matron,  who  fat  on  the  left 
hand  of  the  vjfto/iout   wit,  told   her, 
fue   muft   not  let   her   tongue   run   fo 
fall  among  Grangers.    This  reprimand, 
fofttned  with  tlie  appellation  of  Child, 
convinced  me  that  the  iatirical  lady  was 
no  other  than  Mifs  Snapper,  and  I  re- 
folred  to  regulate   my   conduct  accor- 
dingly.    Tlie  champion,  finding  him- 
felf  fo  fmarily  handled,    changed  his 
battery,  and  began  to  expatiate  on  his 
own    exploits.     '  You    talk    of    (hot, 
Madam,*  faid  he;    «  damme!  I  have 
both  given  and  received  Come  (hot  in 
my    time.     I  was  wounded    in    the 
(houlder  by  a  piltol-ball  at  Dettingen, 
where — I  fay  nothing— but,  byG — d  ! 
if  it  had  not  been   for  mo — all's  one 
for  that — I  defpife  boafting,  d — me! 
whizl*     So  faying,  he  w'.-.iilled  one 

S»rt,  and  hummed  the  oiher,  of  ths 
lack,  Jokej  then  addi effing  himfeif 
to  the  lav/y-T,  went  on  thus:  '  Would 
nor  yen  think  it  damned  hard,  after 
having  at  the  rifle  of  your  life  reco- 
vered the  ftandard  of  a  regiment 
that  hud  been  loft,  to  receive  no  pre- 
ferment for  your  pains !  1  don't  chufe 
to  name  r.o  names,  fink,  me!  but 
howfornever,  this  I  will  refer,  by 
G — d}  and  tl.at  is  thiss  a  mufqueteer 
of  the  French  guards  having  taken 
a  ftandard  fiom  a  certain  cornet  of 
a  certain  regiment,  damme!  was  re- 
treating with  the  prize  as  fait  as  his 
horlt's  heels  could  carcy  him,  fink, 
me !  Upon  which,  I  fnatched  up  a 
firelock  that  belonged  to  a  dead  mm, 
hi*:  a.id  (hot  his  hcify 
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*  under  him,  d — n    my  blood!     T4i« 
'  f-  How  got  upon  his  feet,  and  began 

*  to  repole  me;  upon  which  I  charged 
'  my  bayonet  bread  high,  and  ran  him 

*  through  ihe  body,  by  G — d!  One  of 
'   his  comrades  coming  to  his  a  fit  It  a  nee, 
1  (hot   me  in   the  moulder  at   I   told 
4  you  before}  and  another  gave  me  a 
'  contufion  on  the  head  with  the  butt* 
'  end   of   his   carbine:    but,    damme, 
'  that  did  not  fignify;   I  killed  one, 
'   put  the  otfu-r  to  flight,  and  taking  up 
'  the  ftandard,  carried  it  off  very  deli- 
'  berate! y.     But   the  Sett   joke  of  all 

*  was,  the  fon  of  a  b— ch  of  a  cornet, 

*  who  had  furrendered  it  in  a  coward- 
'  ly  manner,  feeing  it   in  my  pofief- 
'  iion,   demanded    it  from   me   in   tho 

*  front  of  the  Unc.  "  D— n  my  blood,". 
'  fays   he,  "  where  did  you  find  my 
"  ftandard?''    fays  he.      '«  D — n    my 
"  biood,"  faid   I}  "  where,"   faid   I, 
"  did  you  lofe  it  1"  faid  I.     ««  That's 
"  nothing  to  you,"  fays  he;  "  'ti«  my 
"  ftandard,"  fays  he;  "  and  by  G— d 
"  rilhtveit,"fayshe;  "D — n — ti — n 
"  feize  me,"  lays  I,   "  if  you  (hall," 
'   fays  I;   "  till  I  luve  full    deJivered 
"  it  to    the  general!"  i'tys  I.      And 
'  accordingly   I    went    to    the    head- 
'  quarters,  after  the  buttle,    and   tie- 
'  livered    it   to    my   Lord    Stair,    who 
'  promifed  to  do  for  me;  bur  I  am  no 

*  more   than   a    poor    lieutenant    ftill, 
'  d— n  my  blood !' 

Having  vented  this  repetition  of 
expletives,  the  lawyer  owned  he  l.ad 
not  been  requited  according  to  his 
delerts;  oblerved  that  the  labourer  is 
always  worthy  of  his  hire;  and  alked 
if  the  promife  was  made  before  wit- 
neflcs,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  the  law 
would  compel  the  general  to  per*., 
form  it:  but  understanding  that  the 
promife  was  made  over  a  bottle,  wiih- 
out  being  reltricVd  to  time  or  terms, 
he  pronounced  it  not  valid  in  law,  pro- 
ceeded to  enquire  into  the  particulars 
of  the  battle,  and  affirmed,  that  al- 
though the  Englifli  had  drawn  thcm- 
felves  into  a  premunire  at  firlt,  the 
Fiench  managed  their  cauie  fo  lamely 
in  the  courfe  of  the  difpute,  that  they 
would  have  been  utterly  nonfuite'd  had 
they  not  obtained  a  noli  profcqui.  In 
Ipite  of  thole  enlivening  touches,  tho 
converfation  wa»  like  to  fufFcr  another 
Ipng  interruption}  when  the  lieutenant, 
unwilling  to  conceal  any  of  his  accom- 
plifhmcras  that  could  be  difplayed  in 
C  i  his 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


his  prefent  fixation,  offered  to  regale 
the  company  with  a  fong;  and  inter- 
preting our  filence  into  a  deiire  of  hear- 
ing, began  to  warble  afafhionabie  air, 
the  f:rit  itanza  of  which  he  pronounced 
thus: 

*  Would  you  talk  the  moon-ty'd  hair, 

'  To  yon  flagrant  beau  repair; 

'  Where,  waving  with  the  popling  vow, 

'*  The  bantling  fine  will  fwelter  you,'  &c. 

The  fenfe  of  the  reft  he  perverted  as  he 
went  on,  with  fuch  furprizing  facility, 
that  I  could  not  help  thinking  he  had 
been  at  fame  pains  to  burlefque  the  per- 
formance. Mifs  Snapper  afcribed  it  to 
the  true  caufe,  namely,  ignorance;  and 
when  he  afked  her  how  (he  relifhed  his 
roufick,  anfwereci,  that  in  her  opinion 
the  mufick  and  the  words  were  much 
of  apiece.  *  O  d— n  my  blood!'  faid 
he,  '  I  take  that  as  a  high  compliment; 
r  for  every  body  allows  the  words  are 
'  damnable  fine.' — '  They  may  be  fo,' 
replied  the  lady,  '  for  aught  1  know,  but 

*  they  are  aboye  my  comprehenfion,'— 
'  I  an't  obliged  to  find  you  compre- 

*  henfion,  Madam,  curfe  me!'  cried  he. 
«  No,  nor  to  fpealc  fcnfe,  neither,'  faid 
fhe.    '  D — n  my  heart,*  faid  he,  *  I'll 

*  fpeak  what  I  pleafe!'     Here  the  law- 
yer  interpofed,    by   telling   him    there 
were  fome   things  he  muft   not  fpeak. 
And  upon  being  defired  to  give  an  in- 
flance,  mentioned  treafon  rind  defama- 
tion.    '  As  for   the  king,'   cried  the 
foldier,    '  God  blefs   him!    I  eat    his 
«  bread,  and  have  loft  blood  in  his  caufe, 
«  therefore  I   have   nothing  to   fay  to 

*  him;  but,  by  G — d,  I  dare  fay  any 
'  thing  to  any  other  man!'- — '  No,' faid 

»the  lawyer,  <  you  dare  not  call    me  a 

*  rogue,' — 'Damme,  for   what?'  faid 
the  other.  '  Becaufe,'  replied  the  coun- 
fellor,  '  I  mould  have  a  good  aclion 

*  againft  you,  and  recover.' — '  Well, 
«  well,'    cried  the  officer,    '  if  I  dare 
4  not  call  you  a  rogue,  I  dare  think  you 
'  one,  damme!'     This  ftroke  of  wit  he 
accompanied  with  a  loud  laugh  of  felf- 
approbation,  which  unluckily  did  not 
aft'ecl  the   audience,  but   effectually  fi- 
lenced  his  antagonift,  who  did  not  open 
his  mouth  for   the   fyace   of  an  hour, 
except  to   clear  his    pipes  with    three 
hems,  which,  however,  produced  no- 
thing. 


CHAP.    XVIII. 

DAY  BREAKING, I  HAVE  THE  PLEA- 
SURE OF  VIEWING  THE  "PER- 
SON OF  MISS  SNAPPER,  WHOM 
I  HAD  NOT  SEEN  BEFORE — THE 
SOLDIER  IS  WITTY  UPON  ME— 
IS  OFFENDED,  TALKS*  MUCH  OF 
HIS  VALOUR — IS  REPRIMANDED 
BY  A  GRAVE  GENTLEWOMAN  — 
WE  ARE  ALARMED  WITH  THE 
CRY  OF  '  HIGHWAYMEN,' — I  GET 
OUT  OF  THE  COACH,  ANQ 
STAND  ON  MY  OWN  DEFENCE—- 
THEY RIDE  OFF  WITHOUT  HAV- 
ING ATTACKED  US — I  PURSUE 

THEM  ONE     OF      THEM       IS 

THROWN  FROM  HIS  HORSE  AND 
TAKEN — I  RETURN  TO  THB 
COACH — AM  COMPLIMENTED  BY 
MISS  SNAPPER — THE  CAPTAIN'S 
BEHAVIOUR  ON  ,  THIS  OCCA- 
SION— THE  PRUDE  REPROACHES 
ME  IN  A  SOLILOQJUY— I  UPRA1D 
HER  IN  THE  SAME  MANNER— 
THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  MRS.  SNAP- 
PER AT  BREAKFAST  DISOBLIGES 
ME — THE  LAWYER  IS  WITTY 
UPON  THE  OFFICER,  WHO 
THREATENS  HIM. 

IN  the  mean  time,  day  breaking  in 
upon  us,  difcovered  to  one  ano- 
ther the  faces  of  theiv  fellow  travel- 
lers; and  J  had  the  good  fortune  to 
find  my  miftrefs  not  quite  fo  deformed, 
nor  difagreeable  as  (lie  had  been  repre- 
fenred  to  rne.  Her  head,  indeed,  bore 
fomerefemblance  to  a  hatchet,  the  edge 
being  reprtfented  by  her  face;  b'.it  fhe 
had  a  certain  deiicary  in  her  com- 
plexion, and  a  great  deal  of  vivacity  in 
her  eyes,  which  were  very  large  and 
black j  and  though  the  protuberance 
of  her  breaft,  when  considered  alone, 
feemed  to  drag  her  forwards,  it  was 
eafy  to  perceive  an  equivalent  on  her 
back  which  balanced  the  other,  and 
kept  her  body  in  equilibvio.  On  the 
whole,  I  thought  1  /hould  have  great 
reafon  to  congratulate  inyfelf,  if  it 
(hould  be  my  fate  to  polTefs  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  encumbered  with 
fuch  a  wife.  I  began,  therefore, 
to  deliberate  about  the  the  moft  proba- 
ble means  of  acquiring  the  conqueft, 
and  was  fo  much  engroffed  by  this 

idea, 
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Idea,  that  I  fcarce  took  any  nolicc 
of  (lie  reft  of  the  people  in  the 
c«ach,  but  revolved  my  profpecl  in  fi- 
Irnce;  while  the  con  verf.u  ion  was 
maintained  as  bcfoie,  by  the  object  of 
ir.y  hopes,  the  Ion  of  Mais,  and  the 
i,  who  by  this  time  had  recol- 
lected hiinklt,  ami  talked  in  terms  as 
much  as  ever.  At  length  a  difpute 
happened,  which  ended  in  a  wager,  to 
be  determined  by  me;  who  was  To 
much  abforbcii  in  contemplation,  that  I 
neither  heard  the  reference  nor  the 
queftion  which  was  put  to  me  by  each 
in  his  turn:  affronted  at  my  fuppofed 
contempt,  the  foldier  with  great  voci- 
feration (wore  I  was  either  dumb  or 
deaf,  if  not  both,  and  that  I  looked  as 
if  I  could  not  fay,  Bob  to  agoafe.  A- 
rouzed  at  this  oblervation,  I  fixed  my 
eyes  upon  him,  and  pronounced  with 
emphafts,  the  interjection  '  Bohr  Upon 
which  he  cocked  his  hat  in  a  fierce 
manner,  and  cried,  '  Damme,  Sir, 
'  what  d'ye  piean  by  that?'  Had  I 
intended  to  anfwer  him,  which  by  the 
bye  was  not  my  dtfign,  I  mould  have 
been  anticipated  by  Mifs,  who  told 
him,  my  meaning  was  to  mew  that  I 
could  cry,  Boh!  to  a  goofe;  and  laughed 
very  heartily  at  my  laconick  reproof. 
Her  explanation  and  mirth  did  not  help 
to  appeaie  his  wrath,  which  broke  out 
in  feveral  martial  infinuations;  fuch  as, 
I  do  not  understand  fuch  freedoms, 
damme!  D— n  my  blood!  I'm  a 
gentleman,  and  bear  the  king's  com- 
midionl  'Sbloodt  fome  people  de- 
ferve  to  have  their  nofes  pulled  for 
their  impertinence.'  I  thought  to 
have  checked  thefe  ejaculations  by  a 
frown;  bccauie  he  had  talked  fo  much 
of  bis  valour,  that  I  had  long  ago 
rated  him  nn  afs  in  a  lion's  (km: 
hut  this  expedient  did  not  anfwer  my 
expectation;  he  took  umbrage  at  the 
contraction  of  my  brows,  I'wore  he  did 
rot  value  my  1'ulky  look  a  fig's  end, 
and  proteltcd  he  feared  no  man  breath- 
ing. Mifs  Snapper  faid,  (he  was  very 
glad  to  find  herfelf  in  company  with  a 
man  of  fo  much  courage ;  who,  (he  did 
not  doubt,  would  protect  us  all  from 
the  attempts  of  highwaymen  during 
our  journey.  '  Make  yourfelf  pei  - 

*  feclly  eafy   on  that   head,  Madam," 
replied  the  officer;  '  I  have  got  a  pair 

*  of  pirlols   (here  they  are)    which   I 
'  took  from  a  hot  fe-ofRcer  at  the  battle 

*  el  Diitiugenj  they  arc  double  iaad- 


'  ed,  and  if  any  highwayman  in  Eng- 
'  land  robs  you  of  the  value  of  a  pin 
'  while  I  have  the  honour  of  being  in 
'  your  company,  d — n  my  heart  I* 
When  he  had  expredcd  himfclf  in  this, 
manner,  a  prim  gentlewoman,  who 
had  hitherto  fat  h'lcnt,  opened  her 
mouth,  and  faid,  me  wondered  hovr 
any  man  could  be  fo  rude  at  to 
pull  out  fuch  weapons  before  ladies. 
'  Damme,  Madam!'  cried  the  cham- 
pion, « if  you  are  fo  much  afraid  at 
'  fight  of  a  piftol,  how  d'ye  propofe  to 
'  ftand  fire  if  there  mould  be  occafion.* 
She  then  told  him,  that  if  (he  thought 
he  could  be  fo  unmannerly  as  to  ufe 
fire-arms  in  her  prefence,  whatever 
might  be  the  occafion,  (he  would  get 
out  of  the  coach  immediately,  and 
walk  to  the  next  village,  where  (he 
might  procure  a  convenience  to  herfelf. 
Before  he  could  make  any  anfwer,  my 
dulcinea  interpofed,  and  obferved,  that 
far  from  being  offended  ?t  a  gentle- 
man's  ufmg  his  arms  in  his  own  de- 
fence, (he  thought  heilelf  very  lucky 
in  being  along  with  one  by  whofe  va- 
lour (he  flood  a  good  chance  of  faying 
herfelf  from  being  rifled.  The  prude 
call  a  difdainful  look  at  Mifs,  and  laid, 
that  people  who  had  but  little  to  lofe 
arefometimes  the  molt  felicitous  about 
preferving  it.  The  old  lady  was  af- 
fronted at  this  inucndo,  and  took  no- 
tice, that  people  ought  to  be  very  well 
informed  before  they  fpeak  flightingly 
of  other  people's  foi tunes,  left  tbejr 
difcover  their  own  envy,  and  make 
themfelves  ridiculous.  The  daughter 
declared  that  (he  did  not  pretend  to  vie 
with  any  body  in  point  of  riches;  and 
if  the  lady  who  infilled  upon  non- 
refiftance  would  promifc  to  indemnity 
us  all  for  the  lofs  we  (hould  fuftain, 
(he  would  be  one  of  the  firft  to  perfuade 
the  captain  to  fubmiflion,  in  cafe  we 
mould  be  attacked.  To  this  propofa!, 
reafonable  as  it  was,  (he  rcferved  lady 
made  no  other  icply,  thun  a  fcornful 
glance,  and  a  tofs  of  her  head.  1  was 
very  well  pleafed  with  the  fpirit  of  iny 
miltrefs;  and  even  wifhed  tor  an  op- 
portunity of  diftingui(hing  my  courage 
under  her  eye,  which  I  believed  could 
not  fail  of  piepo/Tefling  her  in  my  fa- 
vour; when  all  of  a  fudden,  Strap  rode 
up  to  the  coach-door,  and  told  us  in  a 
great  fright,  that  two  men  on  boric* 
back  were  ciofliRg  the  heath,  (for  by 
this  ciojc  we  had  pafTed  Hounftow)  and 
C  c  2  nuUc 
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made  dneftly  towards  us.     This  piece 
of  information  was  no  (boner  delivered, 
than  Mrs.  Snapper  began  to  fcreain, 
lier  daughter  grew  pale,  the  other  lady 
pulled  out  her  purfe  to  be  in  readinefs, 
the  lawyer's  teeth  chattered,  while  he 
pronounced— '  'Tis   no   matter  5   we'll 
'  Cue  the  county,  and  recover.'     The 
captain  gave  evident  figns  of  confufion  ; 
and    I,  after  having  commanded   the 
coachman    to    flop,    opened    the  door, 
jumped  out,  and  invited  the  warrior  to 
follow   me.     But  rinding  him   back- 
ward and  aftomfhed,  I  took  his  piftols, 
and  giving  them  to  Strap,  who  had  by 
this  time  alighted,  and  trembled  very 
much,  I  mounted   on  horfeback;  and 
taking  my  own   (which  I  could  better 
depend  upon)  from  the  hollters,  cocked 
them   both,    and    faced    the   robbers, 
who  were  now  very  near  us.     Seeing 
me  ready  to  oppofe  them  on  horfeback, 
and   another   man   armed  afoot,  they 
made  a  halt  at  feme  diftamre  to  recon- 
noitre us,  and  after  having  rode  round 
us  twice,myfelf  ftill  facing aboutas  they 
rode,  went  off  the  fame  way  they  came, 
at  a  hand-gallop.     A  gentleman's  fer- 
Vant  coming  up  with   a   horfe  at  the 
fame  time,  I  offered   him  a  crown  to 
aflift  ms  in  purfuing  them;  which  he 
ho  foontr  accepted,  than  1  armed  him 
with  the  officer's  piftols,  and  we  ga-1- 
loped    after    the   thieves,    who   truft- 
ing   to  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  horfes, 
flopped  till   v.e   came  within   fliot  of 
them,  and  then  firing  at  us,  put  their 
ftr'gs  to  the  tull  /peed.     We  followed 
them  as  fait  :<s  our  beads  could  carry 
us;  but  not  being  fa  well  mounted  as 
they,  our  efforts  would  have  been  to 
little  purpofe,  had  not  the  .horfe  of  one 
of  them  ftumbled,  and  thrown  his  rider 
with  fuch  violence  over  his  head,  that 
he  lay  fenfelefs  when  we  came  up,  and 
was  taken  without  the  lead  opposition  : 
while  his  comrade  confulted  his  cwn 
fafety  in  flight,  without  regarding  the 
diltrefs  of  his  friend.     We  fcarce  had 
time  to  make  ourfelves  matters  of  his 
arms,    and    tie    his    hands    together, 
before  he  recovered   his  fenfes;  when 
learning  his  filiation,  he  afTtfled  fur- 
prize,    demanded    to  know    by    what 
authority  we  ufed  a  gentleman  in  that 
manner,    and  had    the    impudence    to 
t  n  eaten  ns  \vjth  a  profecution  for  rob- 
bery.    In  the  mean  time,  we  perceived 
i»irap   coming   up  with   a  crowd    of 
pe.^1--,  ariweu  w.th  different  kinds  of 


weapons;  and  among  the  reft  a  farmer; 
who  no  fooner  perceived  the  thief 
whom  we  had  fecured, than  he  cried  with 
great  emotion—'  There's  the  fellow 
'  who  robbed  me  an  hour  ngo  of  twen- 
«  ty  pounds  in  a  canvas  bag.'  He  was 
immediately  Searched,  and  the  money 
found  exaftly  as  it  had  been  defcribedj 
upon  which  we  committed  him  to  the 
charge  of  the  countryman,  who  carried 
him  to  the  town  of  Hounflow,  which 
it  feetns  the  farmer  had  alarmed;  and 
I,  having  fatisfied  the  footman  for  hit 
trouble,  according  to  promife,  re- 
turned with  Strap  to  the  coach,  where 
I  found  the  captain  and  lawyer  bui'y 
in  adminiftering  fmelling- bottles  and 
cordials  to  the  grave  lady,  who  had 
gone  into  a  fit  at  the  noife  of  the  firing. 
When  I  had  taken  my  feat,  Mils 
Snapper,  who  from  the  coach  had  feen 
every  thing  that  happened,  made  me  a 
compliment  on  my  behaviour,  and  faid 
(he  was  glad  to  lee  me  returned  with- 
out having  icceived  any  injury:  her 
mother,  too,  owned  heiielf  obliged  to 
my  resolution  j  and  the  lawyer  told 
me,  that  I  was  entitled  by  a£l  of  par- 
liament to  a  reward  of  forty  pounds, 
for  having  apprehended  a  highway- 
man. The  foldier  obferved,  with  a 
countenance  in  which  impudence  and 
fliame  ftruggling,  produced  fome  dif- 
order,  that  if  I  had  not  been  in  fuch  a 
damned  hurry  to  get  out  of  the  coach, 
he  would  have  fecured  the  rogues  ef- 
fectually, without  all  this  buftle  and 
lofs  of  time,  by  a  fcheme  which  my 
heat  and  precipitation  ruined.  *  Foi* 
'  my  own  part,'  continued  he,  '  I  am 
'  always  extremely  cool  on  thefe  occa- 
'  fions.'— '  So  it  appeared,  by  your 
'  fembling,'  laid  the  young  lady. 

*  Death    and    damnation!'   cried    he: 
'  your  fex   protects  you,  Madam;  if 

*  any   man  on  earth  durft  tell  me  fo 
'  much,    I'd  fend   him   to  hell,  d — n 

*  my  heart!  in  an  inilant.'    So  faying, 
he  fixed  his  eves  upon  me,  and  afked 
if  I  had  feen  him  tremble.     I  anfwer- 
ed  without  hefitation,  *  Yes.' — 'Dam- 
'  me,  Sir,*  faid  he,  '  d'ye  doubt  my 
'  courage?'   I   replied,  «  Very  much.' 
This    declaration    quite    dilconceited 
him.     He    looked    black,    and    pro- 
nounced with  a  faltering   voice,    '  O  ! 

*  tis  very  well — d — n    my    blood!    I 
'  fliall  find  a  time — '  I  ftgni/iedmv.con- 
tempt  of  him  by  thrufting  my  tongue 
in  my  chetk,  which   hurfcbled  him   fo 

much, 
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Bwi.1i,  that  he  fcarce  fa-ore  another 
oaih  aloud  dining  the  whole  jdurney. 

The  prccilc  lady,  having  recruited 
her  (pints  hy  (he  help  of  lome  ftrong 
watrrs,  began  a  foliloquy,  in  which 
flic  wondered  that  any  man,  who  pre- 
teoded  to  maintain  the  character  of  a 
peitilrinaii,  could,  for  the  lake  of  a 
liulr  paltry  coin,  throw  pcifon*  of  ho- 
nour into  fuch  quandaries  as  might 
endanger  their  lives  $  and  profefled  her 
fnrprite,  that  women  were  not  alharmd 
to  commend  fuch  brutality.  At  the 
lame  time  vowing,  that  for  the  future 
fhc  would  never  ftt  foot  in  a  ftage- 
coach,  if  a  private  convenience  could 
be  had  for  love  or  money. 

Nettled  at  her  remarks,  I  took  the 
fame  method  of  conveying  my  fenti- 
ments,  and  wondered  in  my  turn, 
that  any  woman  of  common  fenfe 
fliould  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  expecl 
that  people,  who  had  neither  acquaint- 
ance or  connexion  with  her,  would 
tamely  allow  themfelves  to  be  robbed 
and  mal -treated,  merely  to  indulge  her 
capricious  humour.  I  likewife  con- 
feffed  my  aftoni/hment  at  her  inlblence 
and  ingratitude,  in  taxing  a  perfon  with 
brutality,  who  deferved  her  approba- 
tion anil  acknowledgment}  and  vowed, 
that  if  ever  me  mould  be  aflaulted 
again,  I  would  leave  her  to  the  mercy 
of  the  fpoiler,  that  (he  might  know 
the  value  of  my  protection. 

This  perfon  of  honour  did  not  think 
fit  to  carry  on  the  altercation  any  far- 
ther, but  feemed  to  chew  the  cud  of 
her  refcntment  with  the  crelt-fallen 
captain,  while  I  entered  into  difcouife 
with  my  charmer,  who  was  the  more 
pleafed  with  my  converfation,  as  (he 
had  conceived  a  very  indifferent  opi- 
nion of  my  intellecls  from  my  former 
filence.  I  mould  have  had  caufe  to  be 
equally  fatisfied  with  the  fprightlinefs 
of  her  genius,  could  (he  have  curbed 
her  imagination  with  judgment;  but 
Oie  laboured  under  luch  a  profulion  of 
talk,  that  I  dreaded  her  unruly  tongue, 
and  felt  hy  anticipation  the  honors  of 
an  eternal  clack  !  However,  when  I 
confidered,  on  the  other  hand,  the  joys 
attending  the  portcHtou  of  twenty  thou- 
land  pounds,  I  forgot  her  iir. perfec- 
tions, leized  occafion  by  the  fore-lock, 
and  endeavoured  to  intinuate  mylelf 
into  her  affection.  The  careful  mo- 
ther kept  a.  It  ii£t  watch  over  her,  and 
though  flic  could  not  help  behaving 


civ  illy  to  me,  took  frequent  opportu- 
nities ot  dilcvunging  our  communi- 
cation, by  lepmnaruting  her  for  being 
fo  free  with  ftiangers,  anil  telling  her 
(lie  mult  learn  to  (peak,  left,  and  think 
more.  Abridged  of  the  ule  of  fpeech» 
we  converled  vrith  our  eyes,  and  I 
found  the  young  lady  very  eloquent 
in  this  ki:d  ot  difcourfe.  In  fliort 
I  had  reaibn  to  believe  that  (he  wa* 
fick  of  the  old  gentlewoman's  tui- 
tion, and  that  I  fliould  find  it  no  diffi- 
cult matter  to  luj.cilede  her  autho- 
rity. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  place  where 
we  were  to  breakfalt,  I  alighted  and 
h  IjK.l  my  miltieis  out  of  the  coach 
as  well  as  her  mother,  who  called  for 
a  private  room,  to  which  they  with- 
drew in  order  to  eat  by  themfeives. 
As  they  retired  together,  I  perceived 
that  Mils  had  got  more  twilis  from 
nature  than  I  had  before  obferved, 
for  (he  was  bent  Tideways  in  the  figure 
of  an  S,  fo  thnt  her  progredion  very 
much  refembled  that  of  a  crab.  The 
prude  alfo  chole  the  captain  for  her 
nulTmate,  and  ordered  breakfaft  for 
two  only  to  be  brought  into  another 
ftparate  room,  while  the  lawyer  and 
I,  deferted  by  the  reft  of  the  company, 
were  fain  to  put  up  with  each  other.  I 
was  a  good  deal  chagrined  at  the  (late- 
ly referve  of  Mrs.  Snapper,  who  I 
thought  did  not  ule  me  with  ail  the 
complaifance  I  deferred;  and  my  com- 
panion declared,  that  he  had  been  a 
traveller  for  twenty  years,  and  never 
knew  the  ftage- coach  rules  fo  much 
infringed  before.  As  for  the  honour- 
able gentlewoman,  I  could  not  con- 
ceive the  meaning  of  her  attachment 
to  the  lieutenant,  sftid  alked  the  law- 
yer if  he  knew  for  which  of  the  fol- 
dier's  virtues  (he  admired  him.  The 
counsellor  facctiottfly  replied,  '  I  fup- 

*  pole  the  lady  knows   him  to   be  an 

*  able  conveyancer,  and  wants  him  to 
'  make  a  i'ettkmcnt  in  Mil.'     I  could 
not   help   laughing  at  the  archnefs  of 
the  barrifter;  who  entertained  me  dur- 
ing brtakfult  with   a  great  deal  of  wit 
of  the  lame   kind,   at   the  expence  of 
our  feliow  iravi-'iicr*;  and  among  other 
things   laid,  he  was  ferry  to  find   the 
young  lady  laddled  with  luch  incum- 
bian 

When  we  had  made  an  end  of  our 
repaft,  and  paid  our  reckoning,  we 
went  into  the  coacu,  took  our  , 

and 


202 


THE    ADVENTURES   OP 


and  bribed  ttie  driver  with  fijcpence,  to 
rfvcuge  us  on  the  reft  of  his  tare,  by 
hurrying  them  away  in  the  midft  of 
«iieir  meal.  This  taflc  he  performed 
to  -"jr  fatisfa£lion,  after  he  had  dif- 
tnrbcd  thtir  enjoyment  with  his  im- 
pctfunate  clamour.  The  mother  and 
daughter  obeyed  the  fummons  firft; 
and,  coming  to  the  coach  door,  were 
obliged  to  defire  the  coachman's  affif- 
tance  to  get  in,  hecaufu  the  lawyer  and 
I  had  agreed  to  (hew  our  refentment 
by  our  neglecl.  They  were  no  (boner 
feared,  than  the  captain  appeared  as 
much  heated  as  if  he  had  been  pur- 
/ued  a  dozen  of  miles  by  an  enemy; 
and  immediately  after  him  came  the 
lady,  not  without  Come  marks  of  dil- 
oriler.  Having  helped  her  up,  he  en- 
tered himfelf,  growling  a  few  oaths 
again  ft  the  coachman,  for  his  irnper- 
tindut  interruption;  and  the  lawyer 
comforted  him  by  faying,  that  if  he 
had  iuftVitd  a  nifi  prius  through  the 
«bitinacy  of  the  defendant,  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  TO  join  iffue  ;•!  the 
next  Itage.  This  lalt  exprefiion  gave 
offence  to  the  grave  gentlewoman,  who 
fold  him,  if  me  was  a  man  flie  would 
make  him  repent  of  fuch  obfcenity, 
and  thanked  (iod  (he  had  never  been 
in  fuch  company  before.  At  this  in- 
finuation,  the  car-tain  thought  Jiimfelf 
nnder  a  nereffity  of  efpoufingthe  lady's 
caufe ;  and  accordingly  threatened  to 
cut  off  the  lawyer's  ears,  if  he  fhould 
give  his  tongue  any  fuch  liberties  for 
the  future.  The  poor  counfeilor  beg- 
fed  pardon,  and  univeiial  filence  en- 
iued. 


CHAP.    XIX. 

RESOLVE  TO  INGRATIATE  MY- 
SELF WITH  THE  MOTHER,  AND 

AM    FAVOURED    BY    ACCIDENT 

THE  PRECISE  LADY  FINDS  HER. 
HUSBAND,  AND  QUITS  THE 
COACH — THE  CAPTAIN  IS  DIS- 
APPOINTED OF  HIS  DINNER.— 
WE  ARRIVE  AT  EATH 1  ACCOM- 
PANY MISS  SNAPPER  TO  THE 
LONG-ROOM,  WHERE  SHE  IS  AT- 
TACKED BY  EEAU  N ,  AND 

TURNS  THE  LAUGH  AGAINST 
HIM  —  I  MAKE  LOVE  TO  HER, 
AND  RECEIVE  A  CHECK — SOJJIRE 
HER  TO  AN  ASSEMBLY,  WHERE 
1  AM  BLU65.ED  WITH  A  SIGHT  OF 


MY  DEAR  NARCISSA,  WHICH  DIS- 
COMPOSES   ME    SO    MUCH,     THAI*- 
MISS     SNAPPER      OBSERVING     M? 

DISORDER,  is  AT  PAINS  TO  DIS- 
COVER THE  CAUSE — IS  PIQJ/EO 
AT  THE  OCCASION}  AND,  IN  OUfc 

WAY  HOME,  PAYS  ME  A  SAR- 
CASTICK  COMPLIMENT  —  I  AM 
MET  BY  MISS  WILLIAMS,  WHO) 
IS  MAID  AND  CONFIDANTE  OF* 
NARCIbSA — SHE  ACQUAINTS  MS 
WITH  HER  LADY'S  REGARD  FOR. 
ME  WHILE  UNDER  THE  DISGUISE 
OF  A  SERVANT,  AND  DESCRIBES 
THE  TRANSPORTS  OF  NARCISSA 
ON  SEEING  ME  AT  THE  ASSEM- 
BLY IN  THE  CHARACTER  OF  A 
GENTLEMAN — I  AM  SURPRIZED 
WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  HER. 
AUNT'S  MARRIAGE,  AND  MAKE 
AN  APPOINTMENT  TO  MEET 
'  MISS  WILLIAMS  NEXT  DAY. 

DURING  this  unfocial  Interval, 
my  pride  and  intereft  maintained 
a  fcvcre  conflict  on  tbe  fubjecl  of  Mil's 
Snapper,  whom  the  one  reprefented  as 
unworthy  of  notice,  and  the  other  pro- 
pofed  as  the  obje6l  of  my  whole  at- 
tention: the  advantages  and  difadvan,- 
tages  attending  fuch  a  match,  wer£ 
oppoftd  to  one  another  by  my  imagi- 
nation, and  at  length  my  judgment 
gave  it  fo  much  in  favour  of  the  firtt, 
that  I  refolved  to  profecute  my  fcheme 
with  all  the  addrels  in  my  power.  I 
thought  I  perceived  fome  concern  in 
her  countenance,  occafioned  by  tny 
filence,  which  flie,  no  doubt,  imputed 
to  my  difgutt  at  her  mother's  behavi-- 
our  ;  and,  as  I  believed  the  oJd  wo-- 
man  could  not  fail  of  afcribing  my 
mutenefs  to  the  fame  motive,  I  deter- 
mined to  continue  that  full  en  conduit 
towards  her,  and  fall  upon  Ibme  other 
method  of  manifeiiing  my  efteem  for 
the  daughter;  nor  was  it  difficult  for 
me  to  make  her  acquainted  with  my 
fentimcnts  by  the  expreflfion  of  fiiy 
looks,  which  I  modelled  into  the  cha-  / 
rafters  of  humility  and  Jove;  and 
which  were  anfwered  by  her  with  all 
the  tyinpathy  and  approbation  I  could 
defire.  But  when  I  began  to  con-fider, 
that  without  further  opportunities  of 
improving  my  fuccefs,  all  the  profit!* 
I  had  hitherto  made  would  not  much 
avail,  and  that  fueli  opportunities  coulil 
not  be  enjoyed  without  the  mother's 
permifiion  ;  I  concluded  t'hir  it  would 

be 
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tie  reqnifite  to  vanquifh  her  coldnefs 
and  fu (pic ion  by  my  aiii.iuities  and  re- 
fpeclful  behaviour  on  the  road,  and 
file  would  in  all  likelihood  invite  me 
to  vifit  her  at  Hath,  where  1  did  not 
fear  of  being  able  to  cultivate  her  ac- 
quaintance as  much  as  would  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  the  accomplishment  of  my 
purpofe.  And,  indeed,  accident  fur- 
nilhed  me  with  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
liging her  fo  much,  that  Ihe  could  not 
with  any  appearance  of  good  manners 
lorbear  to  gratify  my  inclination. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  dining- 
plsce,  we  found  all  the  eatables  in  the 
inn  belpoke  by  a  certain  nobleman, 
who  had  got  the  ftart  of  us;  and  in  all 
likelihood  my  miltiefs  and  her  mother 
muft  have  dined  with  Duke  Humphrey, 
had  I  not  exerted  myfelf  in  their  be- 
lialf,  and  bribed  the  landlord  with  a 
glals  of  wine,  to  curtail  his  lordfhip's 
entertainment  of  a  couple  of  fowls  and 
fome  bacon,  which  I  lent  with  my  com- 
pliments to  the  ladies.  They  accepted 
my  treat  with  a  great  many  thanks, 
and  defned  I  would  favour  them  with 
my  company  at  dinner,  where  lamuied 
the  old  gentlewoman  fo  fuccefsfully, 
by  maintaining  a  feemingly  diftntetelttd 
cafe,  in  the  midit  of  my  civility,  that 
(he  fignified  a  defire  of  being  better  ac- 
quainted, and  hoped  I  would  be  fo  kind 
as  to  lee  her  fotr.etimes  at  Bath.  While 
I  enjoyed  myfelf  in  this  manner,  the 
preciie  lady  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  her  hufband,  who  was  no 
other  than  a  gentleman,  or,  in  other 
words,  valet  de  ch;imbie,,io  the  very 
nobleman  whofe  coach  flood  at  the 
door.  Proud  of  the  'interett  (he  had 
in  the  houfe,  ftie  afftfted  to  (hew  her 
power,  by  introducing  the  captain  to 
her  fpoule,  as  a  p<-ifon  who  had  treated 
her  with  great  civility;  upon  which  he 
was  invited  to  a  (hare  of  their  dinner: 
while  the  poor  lawyer,  finding  himfelf 
utterly  abandoned,  m.ide  ^plication  to 
ine,  and  was,  through  my  intercdfion, 
admitted  into  our  company.  Having 
fatisfied  our  appetites,  and  made  our- 
felves  meny  at  the  expence  ot  the  per- 
fon  of  honour,  the  civil  captain,  and 
complaifant  hufband,  J  did  my  (elf  the 
pleafuie  of  difcharging  the  bill  by 
lUaJth,  for  which  I  received  a  great 
many  apologies  and  acknowledgments 
from  my  guerts,  and  we  re-embarked  at 
lh«  fird  warning.  The  officer  was  obli- 
ged at  lait  to  ajipciil'e  bis  hunger  with  a, 
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luncheon  of  bread  and  chrefe,  and  a 
pint  bottle  of  brandy,  which  he  dif- 
patched  ID  the  coach,  curling  the  innp- 
petcucc  of  his  lordfbip,  wlto  ha<t  or- 
dered dinner  to  be  put  back  a  whole 
hour. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  dur- 
ing the  remaining  part  of  our  journey* 
which  was  fmimed  next  day,  when  I 
waited  on  the  ladies  to  the  houle  of  a 
relation,  in  which  ihey  intended  to 
lodge,  and  pairing  that  night  at  the  inn, 
took,  lodgings  in  the  morning  for  my- 
felf. 

The  forenoon  was  fpent  in  vifiting 
every  thing  that  was  worth  feeing  in 
the  place,  in  company  with  a  gentle- 
man to  whom  Banter  had  given  me  a 
letter  of  introduction;  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon I  waited  on  the  Indies,  and 
found  Mil's  a  good  deal  iiidilpoied  with 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey.  As  they 
foreiaw  they  mould  have  occafiun  for 
a  male  acquaintance  to  1'quire  them  at 
all  puhlick  places,  I  was  received  with 
gieat  cordiality,  and  had  the  mother's 
commillion  to  conduct  them  next  day 
to  the  Long- room,  which  we  no  looner 
entered,  than  the  tyes  of  every  body 
piefent  were  turned  upon  us;  and 
when  we  had  fuifered  the  martyrdom  of 
their  looks  for  Ibine  time,  a  whifper 
ciiculated  at  our  exptnce,  which  was 
accompanied  with  many  contemptuous 
limits,  and  tittering  ohfei  vations,  to 
my  ntter  mame  and  confulion.  J  did 
not  fo  much  conduit  as  follow  my 
charge  to  a  place  where  me  leated  her 
mother  and  heifelf,  with  aftoniihing 
compoftire,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
mannerly behaviour  of  the  whole  com- 
pany, which  feemed  to  be  aiTunml 
merely  to  put  her  out  of  countenance. 
The  celebrated  Mr.  N— -h,  who  com- 
monly attends  in  this  place,  as  malier 
of  the  ceremonies,  perceiving  the 
difpofition  of  the  aiTcmbly,  took  up- 
on himlelf  the  talk  of  gratifying 
their  ill-nature  dill  farther,  by  expo- 
fmg  my  mittreis  to  the  edge  of  his  wit. 
With  this  view  he  approached  us,  witk 
many  bows  and  grimaces,  and  after 
having  welcomed  Mils  Snapper  to  the 
place,  a  iked  her,  in  the  bearing  of  all 
pieknt,  if  Ihe  could  inform  him  of  the 
n. '.me  of  Tobit's  dog.  1  was  ib  muclt 
iiiccnltd  at  his  in'blencc,  that  I  (hould 
certainly  have  kicked  him  wheic  he 
(food  without  ceremony,  had  not  the 
young  lady  pieyemed,  the  cfFec~ls  of  my 
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indignation,   by  replying  with  the  ut- 
mo(t  vivacity, '  His  namewas  N — h,  and 
•  an  impudent  dog  he  was.*     This  re- 
partee, (o  unexpected  and   julf,  railed 
fttch  an  universal  laugh  at  the  aggref- 
ibr,  that  all  his  afTura/ice  was  inlitffi- 
cient  to  fnpport  him  under  their  deri- 
Jion;  fo  that  after  he  had  endeavoured 
to  compofe   htmielf,  by  taking  (nun0, 
and  forcing  a  fmiie,  he  was  obliged  to 
Ir.eak  off  in  a  very  ludicrous  attitude; 
while  ray  dulcir.ea   was  applauded  to 
the  ikies,  for  the  brilliancy  of  her  wit, 
and     her     acquaintance     immediately 
ccurted  by  the  belt  people  of  both  fexes 
in  the  room.    This  event,  with  which  I 
was  infinitely  plea  fed  at  fii  ft,  did  not  fail 
of  alarming  me,  upon  farther  reflection, 
when  I   confideied  that  the  more  (he 
wjs  can.  fled  by  perfons  of  di&ncliou, 
tlie  mure  her  pride  would  be  inflamed, 
and  conieqiiently   the  ob&acles  to  my 
fuccels  multiplied  and  enlarged.     Nor 
were  my  prefacing  fears  untrue.    That 
very  night  I   perceived  her  a  little  in- 
toxicated with  the  inrenfe  (lie  had  re- 
ceived,   and  though    flje  Itill  behaved 
with  a  particular  tjvility  to  me,  I  Kile- 
jaw,  that  as  fcon  as  her  fortune  fiiould 
be  known,    fhe  would   be  I m  rounded 
with  a  i'vwarm  of  Admirers,  fomc  one  of 
whom  might  pofiibly,  by  excelling  me 
in    point  of  wealth,  or  in  the  aits  of 
flattery  and  {caudal,  iupplant  me  in  her 
titeon,    and  find  means  10  make  the 
mother  of  his  party.     I  refolved  theie- 
lore  to  lofe  no  time,  and  being  invited 
to  ipend  the  evening  with  thenn,  found 
an  opportunity,  in  fplte  of  the  old  gen- 
tlewoman's  vigilance,    to    explain    the 
meaning  of  my  glances  in  the  coach, 
by  paying  hc.ma.ge  to  her  wit,  and  y-rp- 
J'e  fling   myfelf  enamoured  oi   her  per- 
tbn.     She  blufbed  at  my  declaration, 
and  in  a  favourable  manner  disapproved 
of  tl>e  liberty  1  had  taken,  putting  me 
in  mind  of  our  being  Grangers  to  each 
other,   and  {lefiring  I  would  »ot  be  the 
means    of   interrupting   our    acquain- 
tance, by  any  fuch  unfeafonable  Itrokes 
cf  gallantry  for   the  future.     My  ar- 
dour  was  efftclually  checked    by  this 
reprimand,    which   was,   however,  de- 
livered in  fwch  a  gentle  manner,   that  I 
had  no  caufe  to  be  diibb!ige<i:  ard  the 
arrival  of  her  mother  relieved  me  from 
*  dilemma  in  which  I  mould  rot  have 
known  how  tp  demean  myfelf  a  mi- 
nute longer.     Neither  could  I  refume 
tht  ssfincfs  of  carriage  with  which.  I 


came  in,  my  miftrefs  ailed  OIT  the  ra» 
ferve,  and  the  converfation  beginning 
to  flag,  the  old  lady  introduced  her 
kinfwoman  of  the  houfe,  and  }>ropofed 
a  hand  at  whift. 

While  we  amufed  ourfelves  at  thi» 
diverfion,  I  undcrftood  from-  the  gen- 
tlewoman, that  there  was  to  be  an  af- 
fembly  next  night,  at  which  I  begged 
to  have  the  honour  of  dancing  with 
Mifs.  She  thanked  me  for  the  favour 
I  intended  her,  adored  me  (he  never 
did  dance,  but  fignified  a  defire  of  fee. 
ing  the  company;  when  I  offered  my 
fei  vice,  which  was  accepted  j  not  a  lit- 
tle proud  of  being  exempted  from  ap- 
pearing with  her,  in  a  iuuation  that, 
notwithstanding  my  profeffton  to  the 
contrary,  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to 
my  inclination. 

Having  flipped,  and  continued  the 
game,  till  luch  time  as  the  fucceflive 
yawns  of  the  mother  warned  me  to  be 
gone,  I  took  my  leave,  and  went  home, 
where  I  made  Strap  very  happy  with 
an  account  of  my  progrefs.  Next  day 
I  put  on  my  gayeit  apparel,  and  went 
to  drink  tea  at  Mrs.  Snapper's,  ac- 
cording to  appointment,  when  I  found, 
to  my  inexpreflibie  fatisfa£\ion,  that  (he 
was  laid  up  with  the  tooth- achejand  that 
Mils  was  to  be  entrufted  to  my  caie. 
Accordingly  we  fet  out  for  the  ball- 
room,  pretty  early  in  the  evening,  and 
took  poffdfton  of  a  commodious  place, 
where  we  had  not  fat  longer  than  a 
quaiterofan  hour,  when  a  gentleman 
tirtlkd  in  a  green  frock  came  in,  lead- 
ing a  young  lady,  whom  I  immediately 
dii'covered  to  be  the  adorable  Nsrcifia ! 
Good  Heaven  !  what  were  the  thrillings 
of  my  foul  at  that  inltami  my  reflec- 
tion wis  overwhelmed  with  a  torrent  of 
agitation}  my  heart  throbbed  with  fur* 
.prizing  violence!  a  fudden  mift  over- 
fpread  my  eyes!  my  eais  were  inv;u!eJ 
with  a  dreadful  found!  J  panted  for 
want  of  breath!  and,  in  fhort,  was  for 
lome  minutes  entranced!  This  fiift 
tumult  fobfuling,  a  crowd  of  flattering 
ideas  rained  upon  my  imagination; 
every  thing  that  was  foft,  fenfible,  and 
engaging,  in  the  charafkr  of  (hat  dear. 
Creature,  recurred  to  my  remembrance, 
and  every  favourable  circumltance  of 
BIJ-  own  qualifications  appeared  in  all 
the  .nggravations  of  felt  conceit,  t» 
heighten  my  expectation!  Neither  was, 
this  tranfport  of  long  durations  the 
drea,d  of  her  being  already  difpofed  of 
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inteivened,  and  over-call  my  enchant- 
ing reverie!   My  prefaging  apprehen- 
fioo  rejjiefcnted    her    MK  in.l-il    in   the 
•  iiie  hippy  lival,  and  of  con- 
i.ir  ever  loft  to  me!    I   was 
Itung  with  this  fuggeftion,  and  believ- 

ie  perfon  who  conducted  her  to  be 
thi-  huiband  of  tliis  amiuble  young  la- 
dy, alic.-uly  devoted  him  to  my  fury, 
and  Hood  up  to  mark  him  for  my  ven- 

, •;  when  I  recollefted,  to  myun- 

ible  joy,  her  brother,  the  fox- 
hunter,  in  the  perfon  of  her  gallant. 
'  To  much  to  my  fatisfaclion 
in  tins  p-uticular,  I  gazed  in  a  phrenzy 
of  tit-light  on  the  irrefiftible  charms  of 
his  filter,  who  no  fooner  diftinguiihed 
me  in  the  crowd,  than  her  evident  con- 
fufion  afforded  a  happy  omen  to  my 
riame.  At  fight  of  me  (he  ftartled,  the 
roles  inftantly  vaniftied  from  her  po- 
lilhed  checks,  and  returned  in  a  mo- 
ment with  a  double  glow  that  over- 

!  her  lovely  neck,  while  her  en- 
chanting bofoin  heaved  with  ftrong 
•motion.  I  hailed  thefe  favourable 
fymptoms,  and  lying  in  wait  for  her 
looks,  did  homage  with  my  eyes.  She 
feemet!  to  approve  my  declaration,  by 
the  complacency  of  her  afpec"l;  and  I 
was  fo  tranfported  with  her  difcovery, 
that  more  than  once  I  was  on  the  point 
of  making  up  to  her,  to  difclofe  the 
throbbings  <.f  my  heart  in  perfon,  had 
not  th.it  profound  veneration  which  her 
prefence  always  infpired,  reltraincd  the 
unfeafonuhle  impulfe.  Ail  my  powers 
being  ingrofUd  in  this  manner,  it  may 
eafily  be  imagined  how  ill  I  entertained 

bmpper,  on  whom  I  could  not 
now  turn  my  eyes,  without  making 
comparifons  very  little  to  her  advan- 
t;i£e.  It  uas  not  even  in  my  power  to 
return  diliinft  anfwers  to  the  (jueftions 
ihe  alkeM  mr  from  time  to  time,  fo  that 
Jhe  could  net  help  observing  my  nbfence 
of  miiul;  and  having  a  turn  forobferva- 
tion,  wntclic.l  my  glances,  and  tracing 
them  to  the  divine  object,  difcovered  the 
c..u!c  of  my  diforder.  That  fhe  might, 
however,  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
her  conjecture,  flic  brgan  to  interro- 
gate me  with  irgaid  to  Narciffa,  and 
notwiihllanding  all  my  endeavours  to 
tlifguiie  my  fentintents,  perceived  my 
attachment  by  my  confulion.  Upon 
which  me  adorned  a  ftatcline.'s  of  be- 
haviour, ami  (::!  liient  during  the  re- 

•£  part  of  the  entertainment.  At 
any  other  rime  her  lurpicion  would  hive 


alarmed  me;  but  now  I  was  elevated 
by  my  padion  above  every  other  confi- 
deration.  The  mifirefs  of  my  foul 
having  retiicd  with  her  biother,  I  dif- 
covered fo  much  uneafmefs  at  my  fitua- 
tion,  that  Mifs  Snapper  propofrd  to  go 
home;  and  while  I  conducted  her  to  a 
chair,  told  me  me  had  too  great  a  re- 
gard tor  me  to  keep  me  any  longer  in 
torment.  1  feigned  ignorance  of  her 
meaning,  and  having  leen  her  fafely  at 
her  lodgings,  took  my  leave,  and  went 
home  in  an  extafy,  where  I  difclolcd 
every  thing  that  had  happened  to  my 
confident  and  humble  fervant  Strap, 
who  did  not  relifh  the  accident  fo  well 
as  I  expeclcdj  and  obferved,  that  a  bird 
in  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bufh.  '  But 
'  however/  faid  he,  «  you  know  beft, 
4  you  know  heft.'  Next  diy  as  I 
went  to  the  Pump-room,  in  hopes  of 
feeing  or  hearing  fome  tiding  of  my 
fair  enflaver,  I  was  met  by  a  gentlewo- 
man, who  having  looked  hard  at  me, 
cried,  •  O  Chrift,  Mr.  Random!'  Sur- 
prized at  this  exclamation,  I  examined 
the  countenance  of  the  perfon  who 
fpoke,  and  immediately  recognized  my 
old  Iweethcart  and  fellow- fufferer,  Milt 
Williams. 

I  was  mightily  pleafed  to  find  this 
unfortunate  woman  under  fuch  a  de- 
cent appearance,  profefled  my  joy  at 
feeing  her  fo  well,  and  defired  to  know 
where  I  fhould  have  the  plealure  of  her 
converfation.  She  was  as  heartily  re- 
joiced at  the  apparent  eafmefs  of  my 
fortune,  and  gave  me  to  know,  that 
me,  as  yet,  had  no  habitation  that  Hie 
could  properly  call  her  own;  but 
would  wait  on  me  at  any  place  I  'hould 
pleafe  to  appoint.  Underltanding  that 
flie  was  unengaged  for  the  prefent,  I 
mewed  her  the  way  to  my  own  lodgings, 
where,  after  a  very  affVilionate  faluta- 
tton,  (he  informed  me  of  her  being  very 
happy  in  the  fervice  of  a  young  la.ly 
to  whom  flie  was  recommended  by  a 
former  millrefs  dtceafed,  into  whole 
family  (lie  h*d  recommended  her/elf 
by  the  honelt  deceit  flie  had  concerted 
while  (he  lived  with  me  in  the  garret  at 
London.  She  then  expreflcd  a  vehe- 
ment defue  to  be  acqua:nted  with  the 
viciflitudes  of  my  life  fincc  we  parted, 
and  excufed  hei  cutiofity  on  account  of 
the  concern  flie  had  tcr  my  inteicit. 
I  forthwith  gratified  her  rcqueft,  and 
when  I  defcribed  n:v  li:ua:ion  in  Suf- 
lex,  perceived  her  to  attend  to  my  Itory 
D  d  wuh 
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with  particular  eagernefs.  She  inter- 
rupted me  when  I  had  finiflied  that  pe- 
riod, with,  «  Good  God!  is  it  pofli- 
«  ble!'  and  then  begged  I  would  be 
fo  good  as  to  continue  my  relation  ; 
which  I  did  as  briefly  as  I  could,  burn- 
ing with  impatience  to  know  the  caufe 
of  her  furprize,  about  which  I  had  al- 
ready formed  a  very  interefting  con- 
jeclme.  When  I  had  brought  my  ad- 
ventures down  to  the  piefent  day,  me 
feemed  very  much  affected  with  the 
different  circumftances  of  my  fortune; 
and  faying  with  a  fmile,  (he  believed 
my  di (Irenes  were  now  at  a  period, 
proceeded  to  inform  me,  that  the  lady 
whom  fhe  ferved  was  no  other  than 
the  charming  Narcifl'a,  who  had  ho- 
noured her  with  her  confidence  for 
Ibme  time;  in  confequence  of  which 
truft,  fhe  had  often  repeated  the  ftory 
of  John  Brown,  with  great  admiration 
and  regard ;  that  (he  loved  to  dwell 
vpon  the  particulars  of  his  character, 
and  did  not  fcruple  to  own  a  tender 
approbation  of  his  flame.  I  became 
delirious  at  this  piece  of  intelligence, 
ftrained  Mifs  Williams  in  my  em- 
brace, called  her  the  angel  of  my  hap- 
pinefs,  and  afled  fuch  extravagances, 
that  fhe  might  have  been  convinced  of 
my  fmcerity,  had  (he  not  been  fatisfied 
of  my  honour  before.  As  foon  as  I 
was  in  a  condition  to  yield  attention, 
(he  defcribed  the  prefent  fituation  of  her 
iniftrefs,  who  had  no  fooner  reached 
her  lodgings  the  night  before,  than  me 
clofeted  her,  and  in  a  rapture  of  joy, 
gave  her  to  know  that  (he  had  feen  me 
at  the  ball,  where  I  appeared  in  the 
character  which  (lie  always  thought  my 
due,  with  fuch  advantage  of  transfor- 
mation, that  unlefs  my  image  had 
been  engraven  on  her  heart,  it  would 
have  been  impcffible  to  know  me  for 
the  perfon  who  had  worn  her  aunt's 
livery ;  that  by  the  language  of  my 
eves,  Hie  was  afTured  of  the  continu- 
ance of  my  pafiion  for  her,  and  conle- 
quently  of  my  being  unengaged  to  any 
other  j  and  that  though  me  did  not  doubt 
I  would  fpeedily  fall  upon  fome  me- 
thod of  being  introduced,  (he  was  fo 
impatient  to  hear  of  me,  that  (he  (Mifs, ., 
Williams)  had  been  lent  abioad  this 
very  morning,  on  purpoie  to  learn  the 
name  and  character  I  at  piefent  bore. 
My  bofom  had  been  hitherto  a  ftranger 
to  fuch  a  flood  of  joy  as  now  ruflied 
•upon  it ;  my  faculties  were  overborne 


by  the  tide ;  it  was  fome  time  before  I 
could    open    my    mouth  ;    and    much 
longer  ere  I  could  utter  a  coherent  fen- 
tence.     At  length,  I  fervently  requeft- 
ed  her  to  lead  me  immediately   to  the 
object  of  my  adoration  :    but  me  refifted 
my    importunity,    and    explained    the 
danger    of    fuch    premature   conduct. 
How   favourable  foever,*     faid    fhe, 
my  lady's    inclination  towards   you 
may  be,  you  may  depend  upon  it  fhe 
will   not   commit    the  fmallelt   tref- 
pafs  on  decorum,   either  in  difclofing 
her  own,  or  in  receiving  a  declara- 
tion of  your  paffion:    and  although 
the  great  veneration  I  have  for  you 
has  prompted  me  to  reveal  what  /he 
communicated  to  me  in  confidence, 
I   know  fo   well   the  feverity  of  her 
fentiments  with  refpeft  to  the  puncti- 
lios of  her  lex,  that  if  (lie   mould 
learn  the  leaft  furmife  of  it,  (he  would 
not  only  difmifs  me  as  a  wretch  un- 
worthy of  her  benevolence,   but  alfo 
for  ever  fliun  the  efforts  of  your  love.' 
I  afTented  to  the  jnftnel's  of  her  remon- 
ftrance,  and  defired  (he  would  aflirl  me 
with  her  advice  and 'direction:    upon 
which,  it  was  concerted   between  us, 
that  for  the  prefent  I  mould    be  con- 
tented with  her  telling  NarcifTa,  that  in 
the  course  cf  her  enquiries,  (he  could 
only  learn  my  name:  and  that  if  in  a 
day  or  two,  I  could  fall  upon  no  other 
method    of    being  introduced    to    her 
miftrels,  (lie  would  deliver  a  letter  from 
me,  on  pretence  of  confulting  her  hap- 
pinefs ;  and  lay  that  I  met  her  in  the 
itreet,  and    bribed  her  to  this  piece  of 
(ervice.     Matters  being  thus  adjufted, 
I   kept  my  old  acquaintance  to  break- 
faft,  and   learned,  from  her  converla- 
tion,  that   my  rival  Sir  Timothy  had 
drunk   himfelf   into  an    apoplexy,    of 
which   he  died   five  months  ago  j    that 
the   favage  was  (till    unmarried  ;    and 
that   his   aunt   had  been  feized  with  a 
whim  which    he    little    expecled,    and 
choien    the   fchoolmafter    of    the    pa- 
rim  for  her  lord  and  hufband  :  but  ma- 
trimony not  agreeing  with  her  contti- 
tution,  (he  had  been  heclick  and  o'ropfi- 
cal    a    good   while,  and   was   now   at 
Bafh,..  in  .order  to  drink  the  waters  for 
the  recovery  of  her  health;   that   her 
niece  had  accompanied  her  thither  at 
her  requert,  and  attended  her  with  the 
fame  affcclion  as  before,  notwithfland- 
ing   the   mirtake  (he  had   committed  ; 
and  that  her  nephew,  who  had  been  cx- 
afperated 
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afytratfd   at  the  lof»  of  her   fort«m«, 

did  not  give  his  attendance  out  <  : 

will,  l)i. t  purely   to  have  an  eye  on  his 

,  Icil  (he  (houlil  likewife  throw  her- 

4way,  without  his  confent  or  ap- 

ituni.      Having  enjoyed  ouilelves 

in  tins  manner,  and  made  an   afTigna- 

:  >  meet  next  day  at  a  certain 
Mils  Williams  took  her  leave;  and 
Strap's  looks  being  very  inquilitive 
about  the  nature  of  the  communica- 
tion fubfifting  between  us,  I  made  him 
acquainted  with  the  whole  affair,  to 
his  great  aftonifhment  and  latisfacUun. 


CHAP.     XX. 

I  BECOME  ACQUAINTED  WITH  NAR- 
CISSA's  BROTHER,  WHO  INVITES 
ME  TO  HIS  HOUSE — WHERE  I  AM 
INTRODUCED  TO  THAT  ADORA- 
BLE CREATURE  —  AFTER  DIN- 
NER, THE  SQUIRE  RETIRES  TO 

.  E        HIS       NAP FREEMAN, 

GUESSING  THE  SITUATION  OF 
MY  THOUGHTS,  WITHDRAWS 
LIKEWISE  ON  PRETENCE  OF 
BUSINESS — I  DECLARE  MY  PAS- 
SION TO  NARCISSA — AM  WELL 
RECEIVED — CHARMED  WITH  HER 

CONVERSATION  THE      SQJJIRE 

DETAINS  US  TO  SUPPER — I  E- 
LUDE  HIS  DESIGN  BY  A  STRATA- 
GEM, AND  GET  HOME  SOBER. 

IN  the  afternoon,  I  drank  tea  at  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Freeman,  to  whom 
I  had  been  recommended  by  Banter; 
where  I  had  not  fat  five  minutes,  till 
the  fox  hunter  came  in,  and  by  his  fa- 
miliar behaviour,  appeared  to  be  inti- 
mate with  my  friend.  I  was  at  fiift. 
under  Tome  concern,  left  he  fhouM  re- 
collect my  features;  but  when  I  found 
myfelf  introduced  to  him  as  a  gentle- 
:rom  London,  without  bt-irg  dif- 
covered,  I  bleffcJ  the  opportunity  that 
it  me  into  his  company;  hop- 
ing, that  in  the  couif'e  of  our  acqu'im- 
tar.ce,  he  would  invite  me  to  his  houfe; 
nor  wtre  try  hopes  frultrated,  lor  ns  we 
Ipcut  tiu-  evening  together,  he  grew  ex- 
tieir.tly  fond  of  my  convei  fation,  a  Iked 
a  gieat  many  childifh  questions  about 
l-'r.ii.ce  and  other  foreign  pails;  and 
feemed  fo  highly  entertained  with  my 
anfwers,  that  in  his  cups,  lie  fliook  me 
often  by  the  hand,  pronounced  me  an 
Jioneft  fellow,  and;  in  fine,  tiducd  tvir 
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company  at  dinner  next  day,  in  his 
own  houfe.  My  imagination  was  To 
much  employed  in  anticipating  the 
happincfs  I  v/as  to  enjoy  next  day, 
that  I  flept  very  little  that  night;  but 
riling  early  in  the  morning,  went  to 
the  place  appointed,  where  I  met  my 
fhe  friend,  and  imparted  to  her  my 
fucccfs  with  the  fquire.  She  vras  very 
much  pleifcd  at  the  occafion,  which, 
fhe  faid,  couM  not  fail  of  being  agree- 
able to  NarciiTa,  who  in  fpite  of  her 
paflTion  for  me  had  mentioned  fome 
icruplts  relating  to  my  true  iituation 
and  character,  which  the  delicacy  of 
her  fentiments  /uggefted,  and  which 
(he  believed  I  would  find  it  nccefl"ary 
to  remove,  though  me  did  not  know 
how.  I  was  a  good  deal  ftartied  at 
this  infmuation,  becaufe  I  forefaw  the 
difficulty  I  mould  find  in  barely  doing 
myfelf  juftice;  for  although  it  never 
was  my  intention  to  impofe  myfelf  upon 
any  woman,  much  lefs  on  NarciflTa,  as 
a  man  of  fortune,  I  laid  claim  to  the 
character  of  a  gentleman,  by  biith, 
education,  and  behaviour;  and  yet  (fo 
unlucky  had  the  circumftances  of  my 
life  fallen  out)  I  fliould  find  it  a  very 
hard  matter  to  make  good  my  preten- 
fions  even  to  thei'e,  efpecially  to  the 
laft,  which  was  the  rnoft  eflential.  Mils 
Williams  was  as  fenfible  as  I  of  this 
my  difidvantage,  but  comforted  me 
with  obferving,  that  when  once  a  wo- 
man has  bellowed  her  affections  on  a 
man,  ihe  cannot  help  judging  of  him, 
in  all  re.'pects,  with  a  partiality  eafily 
influenced  in  his  favour;  me  remark- 
ed, that  although  fome  lituations  of  my 
life  had  been  low,  yet  none  of  them 
had  been  infamous;  that  my  indi- 
gence had  beer,  the  crime  not  of  me, 
but  of  fortune;  and  that  the  mifrries 
I  had  undergone,  by  improving  the 
faculties  both  of  mind  and  body,  qua- 
lified me  the  more  for  any  dignified 
(tation;  and  would  of  conl'equence 
recommend  me  to  the  good  graces  of 
any  ienfible  woman;  (lie  therefore  ad- 
vifed  me  to  be  always  open  and  unre- 
Itived  to  the  enquiries  of  my  milird'i, 
without  nnneceifarily  betraying  ifoe 
meanell  occurrences  of  my  fate;  and 
tiult  to  the  liiength  of  her  love  and  re- 
flection for  the  rett.  The  fentiments 
of  this  fenfible  young  woman  on  this, 
as  well  as  on  almolt  every  other  fub- 
je&,  perfectly  agreed  with  mine;  I 
thanked  her  for  the  care  flic  took  of  my 
D  d  z  intercfts. 
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interefts,  and  promifing  to  behave  my- 
felf according  to  her  direction,  we 
parted,  after  (he  had  a/lured  me,  that 
I  might  depend  upon  her  beft  offices 
with  her  miftrefs,  and  that  (he  would 
from  time  to  time  communicate  to 
me  fuch  intelligence  as  (he  fliould  pro- 
cure, relating  to  my  flame.  Having 
dreffed  myfelf  to  the  beft  advantage,  I 
waited  tor  the  time  of  dinner  with  the 
molt  fearful  impatience:  and  as  the 
hour  drew  nigh,  my  heart  beat  with 
fuch  increafed  velocity,  and  my  fpirits 
contracted  fuch  diforder,  that  I  began 
to  fufpect  my  refolution,  a?id  even  to 
\vifli  myfelf  difengaged:  at  lalt  Mr. 
Freeman  called  at  my  lodgings,  in  his 
way,  and  I  accompanied  him  to  the 
houfe  where  all  my  happinefs  was  de- 
polited.  We  were  very  kindly  received 
by  the  fquire,  who  fat  fmoaking  his 
pipe  in  a  parlour,  and  afked  if  we  chofe 
to  drink,  any  thing  before  dinner; 
though  I  never  had  more  occafion  for  a 
cordial,  I  was  aftiamed  to  accept  his 
offer,  which  was  alfo  refufed  by  my 
friend.  We  fat  down,  however,  and 
entered  into  convention,  which  lalted 
half  an  hour,  fo  that  I  had  time  to  re- 
collect myfelf;  and  (fo  capricious 
•were  my  thoughts)  even  to  hope  that 
Narcilfa  would  not  appear;  when  all 
of  a  fudden  a  fervant  coming  in,  gave 
tis  notice  that  dinner  was  upon  the  ta- 
ble; and  my  perturbation  returned 
with  fuch  violence,  that  I  could  fcarce 
conceal  it  from  the  company  as  I  af- 
cended  the  (lair  cafe.  When  I  entered 
the  dining-room,  the  firft  object  that 
faluted  my  ravifhed  eyes,  was  the  di- 
vine Narcifia,  blufhing  like  Aurora, 
adorned  with  all  the  graces  that  meek- 
Defs,  innocence,  and  beauty,  can  dif- 
fufc!  I  was  feized  with  a  giddineis, 
my  knees  tottered,  and  I  fcarce  had 
flrength  enough  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony of  falutation,  when  her  brother 
flapping  me  on  the  moulder,  cried, 
«  Mealier  Randan,  that  there  is  my 
'  fifter.'  I  approached  her  with  ea- 
gernefs  and  fear;  but  in  the  moment 
of  our  embrace,  my  foul  was  agonized 
with  rapture!  It  was  a  lucky  circum- 
flance  for  us  both,  that  my  enter- 
tainer was  not  endued  with  an  uncom- 
mon ftock  of  penetration;  for  our  mu- 
tual confufion  was  fo  manifefr,  that 
Mr.  Freeman  perceived  it,  and  as  we 
went  home  together,  congratulated 


me  on  my  good  fortune.'  But  fo  faf 
was  Bruin  from  entertaining  the  lealt 
fufpicion,  that  he  encouraged  me  to 
begin  a  converfation  with  my  miltrefs 
in  a  language  unknown  to  him,  by 
telling  her,  that  he  had  brought  a  gen- 
tleman who  could  jabber  with  her  in 
French  and  other  foreign  lingos,  as 
faft  as  (he  pleafed;  then  turning  to  me, 
faid,  '  Odds  bods!  I  wifh  you  would 
hold  difcourfe  with  her  in  your 
French  or  Italiano;  and  tell  me  if 
(he  underftands  it  as  well  as  fhe 
would  be  thought  to  do — there's  her 
aunt  and  (he  will  chatter  together 
whole  days  in  it,  and  I  can't  have  a 
mouthful  of  Englifli  for  love  or  mo- 
ney.' I  confulted  the  look  of  my 
amiable  mitlrefs,  and  found  her  a- 
verfe  to  his  propofal,  which  indeed  (he 
declined  with  a  fweetnefs  of  denial  pe- 
culiar to  herfelf,  as  a  piece  of  difrefpect 
to  that  part  of  the  company  which  did 
not  understand  the  language  in  quef- 
tion.  As  I  had  the  happinefs  of  fitting 
oppofite  to  her,  I  feaftea  rnyeyes  much 
more  than  my  palate,  which  /lie  tempted 
in  vain  with  the  molt  delicious  bits  carv- 
ed by  her  fair  hand,  and  recommended 
by  her  perfuafive  tongue;  but  all  my 
other  appetites  were  (wallowed  up  in 
the  immenfity  of  my  love,  which  I  fed 
by  gazing  inceflantly  on  the  delightful 
object.  Dinner  was  fcarce  ended,  when 
the  fquire  became  very  drowzy,  and 
after  feveral  dreadful  yawns,  got  up, 
flretched  himfelf,  took  two  or  three 
turns  acrofs  the  room,  begged  we  would 
allow  him  to  take  a  fliort  nap,  and  hav- 
ing laid  a  ftrong  injunction  on  his  fif- 
ter  to  detain  us  till  his  return,  went  to 
his  repofe  without  any  farther  cere- 
mony. He  had  not  been  gone  many 
minutes,  when  Freeman  gueffing  the 
Situation  of  my  heart,  and  thinking  he 
could  not  do  me  a  greater  favour,  than 
to  leave  me  alone  with  Narcida,  pre- 
tended to  recollect  himfelf  all  of  a  fud- 
den, and  ftarting  up,  begged  the  lady's 
pardon  for  half  an  hour,  for  he  had 
luckily  remembered  an  engagement  of 
fome  confequence,  that  he  muft  per- 
form at  that  inftant;  fo  faying,  he 
took  his  leave,  promifing  to  come  back 
time  enough  for  tea;  leaving  my  mif- 
trefs and  me  in  great  confufion.  Nowr 
that  I  enjoyed  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
cloiing,the  pantings  of  rny  Jbul,  I  had 
not  power  to  ufe  it.  I  thidied  many 
pathetkk 
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declaration*,  but  when  I  at- 
tcmptrd    to    give   them    utterance,    my 
dmied    it's   office;    and    (he   (at 
with    a    downcart    look    fuJI    of 
anxious  alarm,   her  bofom  heaving  with 
expedition   of   feme  great   event.     At 
length,    I    endeavoured    to    put   an    end 
n  p-mfe,    and  began  with, 
4    It  is  very  i'urprizing,  Madam— '   Here 
the  found  dying  away,  I    made  a  full 
Itop,  while   Naicifl'a    Itarting,    bluihed, 
and    with    a    timid    accent     anfwered, 
«  Sir  ?'     Confounded    at    this    note    of 
iniiTiogation,    I    pronounced   with   the 
molt    (heepifn    bafhfulnc-fs,   <   Madam  !' 
To  winch  Ihe  teplied,   '   1  beg  pardon, 
'   I   thought    \iu   ha. I   (poke  to  me.'— 
Another  paufe  en fnetl,   I  made  another 
i   though   my    voice   faltered 
very  much  at  the  beginning,  made  fliih 
to    exprd's     Oty&lf   jn    this    manner: 
I    lay,    Madam,    'tis    very   furprizing 
that    love   fhould    r,c~t    fo   inconfiltent 
with  itfeif,    as  to  deprive  it's  votaries 
of    the    life    of   their    faculties    when 
they   have  molt  need  of  them.      Since 
the  happy  occafion  of  being  alone  with 
you  prelected  itlelf,  I  have  made  ma- 
ny unfuccel&ful   attempts   to    declare 
a  pafTion  for  the  lovehelt  of  her  (ex, 
a  pafllon  which  took  pofleflion  of  my 
foul,  while  my  cruel  fate  compelled 
me  to  wear  a  fervilc  difguife   fo  un- 
fuitable  to  my  birth,   fentiments,   and 
let   me  add,  my  deferts;  yet  favour- 
able   in   one  re  (pelt,    as   it  furnilhed 
me   with  opportunities  of  feting  and 
adoring  your  perfections.     Yes,  Ma- 
dam, it  was  then  your  dear  idr.j  en- 
tered  my    bofom,  where  it  has  lived 
unimpaired   in  the  midlt  of  number- 
lefs   cares,   and  animated   me  againlt 
n    thoufand    dangers  and  calamities  !' 
While  I  fpoke  thus,  (lie  concealed  her 
face  with  hrr  fan,  and  when  I   ceafed 
fpeaking,   jecovcring    herfelf   from    the 
molt  beautiful  confufion,  told   me,    (be 
thought     herftlf     very    much     obliged 
by  my  favourable  opinion  of  her;  and 
that   me   was  very   forry  to  hear  I  had 
been  unfortunate.      Encouraged  by  this 
gentle  reply,  I   proceeded,  owne«l   my- 
felf    fufficiently     recompenfcd     by     her 
kind  compai'i-n  for  what  J  had  under- 
gone,    and     declared     that    the     future 
hsppmefs    of  my    life    depended   folely 
upon  her.     '  Sir,'  laid   me,    '   I  mould 
•  be  very  ungrateful,   if  after  the   fig- 
'   n  il  protection  you  once  afforded  me, 
f  J  (hoald  refufc  to  contribute  towards 


•  your    happinef*,    in    any    renfonable 
'   condefcenilon.'      TianfpL-itcd  at  thta 
acknowledgment,    I    thiew    inyielf    at 
her  feet,  and  begged   flic  would  i 
my  jiaflion  with  a  favourable  eye.     She 
Brined   at  my  brh><vionr,   intreat- 
ed  me  to  rife,  left  her  brother  (h'jui 
cover  me  in  that  pofture;   and   to  ft>aie 
her,  for  the  prefent,   upon  a  fnbji. 
which   flie    was   altogether   unprepated. 
In    <onfequence    of  this    remon (trance, 
I   rod-,  ail'ming  her  I  would  rather  die 
than    (!ilbb*y  ;    but    in    the   mean   time 
begged    her   to   confider   how    precious 
the  minutes  of  this    opportunity  were, 
and  what    reltrair.t    I   put  upon  my  in- 
clination,   in     facrificing    them   to    her 
defirc.      She    fmiled    with    unfpeakable 
fweetnefs,    and    (aid,     there    would    be 
no   want    of  opportunities,    provided  I 
could    maintain    the  good   opinion    her 
brother    had  conceived    of   me;    and  I, 
enchanted    by    her   charms,    feized    her 
hand,  which  I  well  nigh  devoured  with 
kifl'i'S.     But   (he  checked    my    boldnel* 
with    a    feverity   of  countenance;    atul 
defired   I  would  not  fo  far  forget  myfelf 
to  her,    as    to  endanger  the  t-iteem    flie 
had   for  me  ;   (he    reminded    me   of  our 
being    almoft  (hangers   to    each    other, 
ar.d  of  the  neceiTity  there  was  for  her 
knowing   me    better,    before    (lie  could 
take  any  refblution  in  my  favour;    and, 
in  fhorr,  mingled   fo   much    good  fenfc 
and    complacency    in  her  reproof,   that 
I    became   as   much   enamoured  of   her 
undcrftanding,  as   I  had  been  before  of 
her  beauty,  and   aiked   pardon    for  my 
prcfumption  with   the  utmoft  reverence 
of  conviction.     She  forgave  my  offence 
with    her   ufual   affability;    and    fealed 
my  pardon   with  a  look   fo  full  of  be- 
witching  tendernel's,   that  for  (bine   mi- 
nutes   my   fenles    were   loft  in    extafy  ! 
I   afterwards     endeavoured    to    regulate 
my   behaviour  according  to   her  delire, 
am)   turn  the  conversation  upon  a  moie 
indifferent    fubjeft  ;    but    her    prefence 
was  an  unfiirmountable  obitaclc  to  my 
defign  :  while  I  beheld  fo  much  excel- 
lence,   I  found  it  impoflible  to  call  my 
attention  from  the  contemplation  of  it; 
I   gazed    with   unutterable    forulnels  ;    I 
grew     mad     with     admiration.       '  My 
condition  is   unfupportablf  !'  crird    I, 
I    am    difiraftcd    with    paffion!    Why 
are  you   fo    exquifitely    fair?     Why 
are     you     fo      encKantingly     good  I 
Why  has    nature  dignified   you   with, 
chavuis  fo  much  above  the   ftanda/d 

'of 


210 


THE    ADVENTURES    OF 


*  pf  women  ;  and,  wretch  that  I  am, 

*  how   dares    my  unworthinefs-afpire 
'  to    the    enjoyment   of  fuch    perfec- 
'  tion!' 

She  was  ftartled  at  my  ravings,  rea- 
foned  down  my  tranfporf,  and  by  her 
irrefillible  eloquence  foothed  my  foul 
into  a  Hate  of  tranquil  felicity  ;  but  left 
I  might  fuffer  a  relapfe,  induftriqufly 
•promoted  other  fuhjects  to  entertain  my 
imagination  ;  fhe  chid  rne  for  having 
omitted  to  enquire  about  her  aunt,  who, 
fhe  allured  me,  in  the  midft  of  al!  her 
abfence  of  temper,  and  detachment 
from  common  affairs,  often  talked  of 
me  with  uncommon  warmth.  I  pro- 
fefied  my  veneration  for  the  good  lady, 
excused  my  omiiTion,  by  imputing  it  to 
the  violence  of  my  love,  which  engrof- 
fed  my  whole  foul,  and  defired  to  know 
the  fuuation  of  her  health.  Upon 
which,  the  amiable  Narcifia  repeated 
what  I  had  heard  before  of  her  mar- 
riage, with  all  the  tendernefs  for  her 
reputation  that  the  fubject  would  ad. 
nit  of;  told  me  flie  lived  with  her  huf- 
liand,  hard  by,  and  was  fo  much  af- 
flicted with  the  dropfy,  and  watted  hv 
a  confiimption,  th.it  (he  had  fmall 
hopes  of  her  recovery.  Having  expicf- 
led  my  forrow  for  her  dittemper,  I 
questioned  her  about  my  good  friend 
Mrs.  Sagely,  who  I  learned  (to  my  great 
fttisfaction)  was  ftiil  in  good  health, 
and  who  had  by  the  encomiums  flie  be- 
frowed  upon  me  after  I  was  gone,  con- 
firmed the  favourable  imprtfTions  my 
behaviour  at  parting  had  made  on  Nar- 
cifiVs  heart.  The  circumftance  in- 
troduced an  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Sir  Timothy  Thicket,  who  fhe  in- 
formed me  had  found  means  to  in- 
cerifr  her  brother  fo  much  againtl  me, 
that  fhe  found  it  impoflible  to  unde- 
ceire  him  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  fuf- 
feied  very  much  in  her  own  character, 
t>y  hi*  fcandaloKS  infinuations.  That 
tlie  whole  parish  was  alarmed,  and  ac- 
tually in  pmfuit  of  me;  fo  that  fhe 
had  been  in  tlw  utmoft  confternation 
upon  my  account,  v;e!l  knowing  how 
Jittle  my  own  innocence  and  hertefti- 
inony  would  have  weighed  with  the 
ignorance,  prejudice,  injuflice  and  bru- 
tality, of  thofe  who  mult  have  judged 
n\e,  had  I  been  apprehended.  That 
Sir  Timothy  having  been  feized  with 
a  fit  of  the  apoplexy,  from  which  witlii 
gi-ent  difficulty  he  was  recovered,  brg;m 
te  be  appi'ehenfive  of  deathj  and  19 


prepare  himfelf  accord:ng!y  for  «!iat 
great  event  ;  as  a  ftep  of  wh'ich  he  lent 
for  her  brother,  owned  with  great  con- 
trition the  brutal  defign  he  had  upon 
her,  and  of  confequence  acquitted  me 
of  the  aflault,  robbery,  and  correfpon- 
dence  with  her,  which  he  had  laid  to 
my  charge;  after  which  coufefiion  he 
lived  about  a  month  in  a  languiihing 
condition,  and  was  carried  off  by  a  fe- 
cond  aiTault. 

Every  word  that  this  dear  creature 
fpoke,  rivetted  the  chains  with  which  • 
flie  held  me  enflaved  I  My  mifchievout 
fancy'begsn  to  work,  and  the  tempeft 
of  my  pafRon  to  wake  again  ;  when 
the  return  of  Freeman  deliroyed  the 
tempting  opportunity,  and  enabled  me 
to  quell  the  rifing  tumult.  A  little 
while  after,  the  fquire  ftaggered  into 
the  room,  rubbing  his  eyes,  and  called 
for  his  tea,  which  he  drank  out  of  a 
fmall  bowl  qualified  with  brandy, 
while  we  took  it  in  the  ufual  way. 
Narcifla  left  us  in  order  to  vifit  her 
aunt,  and  when  Freeman  and  I  pro- 
pofed  to  take  our  leave,  the  fox- 
hunter  infifted  on  our  fpending  the 
evening  at  his  houfe  with  fuch  obfti- 
nacy  of  affection,  that  we  were  ob- 
liged to  comply.  For  my  own  part, 
I  mould  have  been  glad  of  the  invita- 
tion, by  which,  in  all  likelihood,  I 
{houM  be  bleft  with  more  of  his  filter's 
company,  had  I  not  been  afraid  of 
rifkirg  her  efteem  by  entering  into  a 
'debauch  of  drinking  with  him,  which, 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  character, 
I  forefaw  would  happen  ;  but  there 
was  no  remedy.  I  was  forced  to  rely 
upon  the  ftrength  of  my  confutation, 
which  I  hoped  would  refill  intoxica- 
tion longer  than  ihe  fqnire's ;  and  to 
truft  to  the  good-nature  and  difcietion, 
of  my  miftreis  for  the  reft. 

Our  entertainer  refolving  to  begin 
betimes,  ordered  the  table  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  liquor  and  glnff-s  imme- 
diately after  tea,  but  we  absolutely  re- 
fufed  to  fet  in  for  drinking  fo  foon  j 
and  prevailed  upon  him  to  pafs  away 
an  hour  or  two  at  win  It,  in  which  we 
engaged  as  foon  as  Narcifla  returned. 
The-lKVpge  and  I  happened  to  be  part- 
ners at  firft,  and  r.s  my  thoughts  were 
wholly  employed  in  a  more  interelting 
game,  I  played  fo  ill  that  he  loft  all 
patience,  fwore  bitterly,  and  threat- 
ened to  call 'for  wine  if  they  would 
not  grant  him  anctl.e.  afluciate.  Tin* 
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defire  was  gratified,  and  NarcilT.i  and 
,  he  won  for  the  fame 
rcafon  that  made   him  lofc  before;    I 
was    i  !y   pirtner    did 

not  it-pine,  mid  in-:  tini--  llippul  away 
very  agreeably,  until  we  were  told 
that  fuppr:  .  ved  in  another 

• 

e  was  enraged  to  find  tlie 
>     unprofitable    fpent,    and 
>  vengeance  on  the  cauls, 
he  tore,   and  committed  to  the 
with  many  execrations;    threa- 
tening to  make  us  redeem  our  lofs  wiih 

;e   glafs  and    quick   circulation; 
ami  indeed  we  had  no  fooner  flipped, 

. ,iy  charmer  withdrawn,  than  he 
began  to  put  his  threats  in  execution. 
Three  bottles  of  port  (for  he  drank 
no  other  fort  of  wine)  were  placed  be- 
fore us,  with  as  many  water-glafleft, 
which  were  immediately  fillrd  to  the 
brim,  after  his  example,  by  each  out 
of  his  refpe&ive  allowance,  and  emp- 
tied in  a  nice,  «  To  the  belt  in  Chrif- 
4  tendom.'  Though  I  fwallowed  this, 
and  the  next  as  fait  as  the  glafs  could 
be  replenifhed,  without  hesitation  or 
fhew  of  reluftance,  I  perceived  that 
my  brain  would  not  be  able  to  bear 
many  bumpers  of  this  fort;  and  dread- 
ing the  perfeverance  of  a  champion 
vi  ho  began  with  fuch  vigour,  I  deter- 
mined to  make  up  for  the  deficiency  of 
my  fttength  by  a  ftratagem,  which  I 
actually  put  in  practice  when  the  fe- 
cond  courfe  of  bottles  was  called  for. 
The  wine  being  ftrong  and  heady,  I 
was  already  a  good  deal  difcompofed 
by  the  difpatch  we  had  made;  Free- 
man's eyes  began  to  reel;  and  Bruin 
himfelf  was  elevated  into  a  fong,  which 
he  littered  with  great  vociferation. 
When  I  therefore  faw  the  fecond  round 
brought  in,  I  aiTumed  a  gay  air,  en- 
tertained him  with  a  French  catch  on 
the  fu'ijeft  of  drinking,  which,  though 
he  did  not  underftand  it,  delighted 
him  highly,  and  telling  him  that  your 
choice  fpirits  at  Paris  never  troubled 
themfelves  with  glafles,  afked  if  lie  had 
not  a  bowl  or  cup  in  the  houfe  that 
would  contain  a  whole  quart  of  wine. 
'  Odds  niggers!'  cried  'ie,  '  I  have  a 
c  filver  caudle-cup  that  holds  juft  the 
«  quantity,  for  all  the  world — fetch  it 
'  hither,  Numps.*  The  veifel  being 
produced,  I  bade  him  decant  his  bot- 
tle into  it,  which  he  having  done,  I 


!   in    a  very   deliberate  manner, 

..!,  <  Pledge  you.'  Hr  A  ,ied  -It 
me  for  (bine  time,  ami  crying,  '  What  t 
'  all  at  one  pull,  Meaner  Run)  in1.' 
I-  anfwered,  '  At  one  pull!  Sir,  you 
are  no  milk  fop;  we  mall  do  you 
juftice.' — 'Shall  you?'  faid  he,  fliak- 
ng  me  by  the  hand;  '  odd  then,  I'll 
fee  it  out,  an't  were  a  mile  to  the  bot- 
tom. Here's  to  our  better  acquain- 
tance, Meafter  Ramfan.'  So  faying, 
he  applied  it  to  his  lips,  and  emptied 
it  in  a  breath.  I  knew  the  effeft  of  it 
would  be  ahnoft  iifltantaneous;  there- 
fore taking  the  cup,  began  to  difcharge 
my  bottle  into  if,  telling  him  he  was 
now  qualified  to  drink  with  the  Cham 
of  T:irtary.  I  had  no  fooner  pro- 
nounced thefe  words,  than  he  took  um- 
brage at  them,  and  after  feveral  at- 
tempts to  fpit,  made  fhift  to  flutter 
out,  '  A  f — t  for  your  Chams  of  T— 
'  Tartary!  I  am  a  f — f — free-born 
'  Englifhman,  worth  th — three  thou- 
'  fanj  a  year,  and  v — value  no  man, 
,'  damme!'  Then  dropping  his  jaw, 
and  fixing  his  eyes,  he  hickuped  aloud, 
and  fell  upon  the  floor  as  mute  as  a 
flounder.  Mr.  Freeman,  heartily  glad 
at  his  d.f--;.t,  :i  (lilted  me  in  carrying 
him  to  bed,  where  we  left  him  to  the 
care  of  his  lervants,  and  went  home 
to  our  refpeclive  habitations,  congra- 
tulating one  another  on  our  good 
fortune. 


CHAP.     XXI. 

MISS  WILLIAMS  INFORMS  ME  OF 
NARCISSA'S  APPROBATION  OF 
MY  FLAME — I  APPEASE  THE 
SQJJIRE —  WRITE  TO  MV  MIS- 
TRESS, AM  BLESSED  WITH  AN 
ANSWER — BEG  LEAVE  OF  HER 
BROTHER  TO  DANCE  WITH  HER 
AT  A  BALL;  OBTAIN  HIS  CON- 
SENT AND  HE3.'S — ENJOY  A  PRI- 
VATE CONVERSATION  WITH  HER. 
— AM  PERPLEXED  WITH  REFLEC- 
TIONS—HAVE THE  HONOUR  OF 
APPEARING  HER  PARTNER  AT  A 
BALL — WE  ARE  COMPLIMENTED 
BY  A  CERTAIN  NOBLEMAN — HE 
DISCOVERS  SOME  SYMPTOMS  O* 
A  PASSION  FOR  NARCISSA — I  AM 
STUNG  WITH^  JEALOUSY — NAR- 
CISSA ALARMED,  RETIRES  —  I 
OBSERVE  MEUNUA  IN  THE  COM- 
p  A  N  r 
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PA.NY — THE     SQUIRE     IS     CAPTI- 
VATED BY  HER  BEAUTY. 

I  Was  met  next  morning,  at  the  ufual 
place,  by  Mifs  Williams,  who  gave 
me  jov  of  the  progrefs  t  had  made  in 
the  affection  of  her  miftrefs,  and  blefled 
me  with  an  account  of  that  dear  Crea- 
ture's convei  iation  with  her,  after  (he 
had  retired  t..e  night  before  from  our 
company.  I  could  icarce  believe  her 
information,  when  flie  recounted  her 
exprelTions  in  my  favour,  fo  much 
more  warm  and  pnfllonate  were  they 
than  my  moft  languine  hopes  had  pre- 
iaged;  and  was  particulai  ly  pleafed  to 
hear  that  flje  approved  of  my  behavi- 
our to  her  brother  after  (tie  with- 
drew. Tranfported  at  the  news  of  my 
happinefs,  I  presented  my  ring  to  the 
uuiL-nger,  as  a  teltimony  of  my  gra- 
titude and  fatisfaclion;  but  (he  was 
above  fuch  meiceiury  conliclerations, 
and  refufed  my  compliment  with  Jome 
relentment,  laying,  (lie  was  not  a  little 
mortified  to  fee  my  opinion  of  her  fo 
low  and  contemptible.  I  did  myfelf 
a  piece  of  jultice,.  by  explaining  my  be- 
haviour on  this  head,  and  to  convince 
her  of  my  erteem,  promifed  to  be  ruled 
by  her  directions  in  the  proftcution  of 
the  whole  sflfair,  which  1  had  fo  much 
at  heart,  that  the  repofe  of  my  life  de- 
pended upon  the  coniequence. 

As  1  fervently  wtfhed  for  another 
interview,  where  I  might  pour  out  the 
eft'iidons  of  my  love  without  danger 
of  being  interrupted,  an/I  perhaps  reap 
1'ome  endearing  return  from  the  queen 
of  my  dclires;  I  implored  her  advice 
and  afTillance  in  promoting  this  event: 
but  flie  gave  me  to  underhand,  that 
NarcifTa  -would  make  no  precipitate 
compliances  of  this  kind,  and  that  I 
would  do  well  to  cultivate  her  brother's 
acquaintance;  in  the  courf'e  of  which, 
I  fhould  not  want  opportunities  of  re- 
moving that  referve  which  my  mirtrefs 
thought  herfelf  obliged  to  maintain 
during  the  infancy  of  our  correfpon- 
dence.  In  the  mean  time,  (lie  promifed 
lotell  her  lady  that  I  had  endeavoured, 
bypiefems  and  perfuafions,  to  prevail 
upon  her  (Mifs  Williams)  to  deliver 
a  letter  from  me,  which  (he  had  re- 
fufed to  charge  herlVlf  with,  until  /he 
fliould  know  NarciiiVs  fenuments  of 
the  m,uter$  and  laid,  by  thefe  means 
flie  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to  open 
a  literary  communication  butween  us, 


which  could  not  fail  of  introducing 
more  intimate  connections. 

I  approved  of  her  counfel,  and  our 
appointment  being  renewed  for  next 
day,  left  her  with  an  intent  of  falling 
upon  fome  method  of  being  reconciled 
to  the  fquire,  who  I  fuppofed  would 
be  offended  with  the  trick  we  had  put 
upon  him.  With  thi?  view,  I  consulted 
Freeman,  who,  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  fox-hunter's  dilpofition,  affured  me 
there  was  no  other  method  of  pacifying 
him,  than  that  of  facrificing  ourfeives 
for  one  night,  to  an  equal  match  with 
him  in  drinking:  this  expedient  I  found 
myfelf  neceifitated  to  comply  with, 
for  the  interelt  of  my  paflion,  and 
therefore  determined  to  commit  the 
debauch  at  my  own  lodgings,  that  I 
might  run  no  rilk  of  being  di (covered 
by  NarcifTa  in  a  Itate  of  brutal  dege- 
neracy. Mr.  Freeman,  who  was  to  be 
of  the  party,  went,  at  my  defire,  to 
the  fquire,  in  order  to  engage  him, 
while  I  took  care  to  furniih  myfelf  for 
his  reception.  My  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted, my  gueits  honoured  me  with 
their  company  in  the  evening,  when 
Bruin  gave  me  to  underhand  that  he 
had  drank  many  tuns  of  wine  in  his 
life,  but  was  never  ferved  fuch  a  trick 
as  1  had  played  vipon  him  the  night  be- 
fore. I  promifed  to  atone  for  my 
trefpafs,  and  having  ordered  to  every 
man  his  bottle,  began  the  conteft  with 
a  bumper  to  the  health  of  NarciJTk. 
The  toafts  circulated  with  great  devo- 
tion, the  liquor  began  to  operate,  our 
mirth  grew  noify,  and  as  Freeman  and 
I  had  the  advantage  of  drinking  final  1 
French  claref,  the  favage  was  effectual- 
ly tamtd  before  our  fenfes  were  in  the 
Jcaft  affected,  and  carried  home  in  an 
apoplexy  of  drunken neft. 

I  was  next  morning,  as  ufual,  fa- 
voured with  a  vifit  from  my  kind  and 
punctual  confidante,  who  telling  me 
(he  was  permitted  to  receive  my  letters 
for  her  miltrefsj  I  took  up  the  pen  im- 
mediately, and  following  the  hrft  dic- 
tates of  my  palfion,  wrote  as  follows: 


'    DEAR   MADAM, 


ir  pofl"ible-  for  the 

'  powers  of  utterance  to  re- 
'  veal  the  (oft  emotions  of  my  foul, 
*  the  fend  anxiety,  the  glowing 
'  hopes,  the  chilling  fears,  that  rule 

<  my 


RODERICK    RANDOM. 


my  bread  by  turns;  I  fhoulJ  need  no 
other  witnefs  than  this  paper,  to 
evince  the  purity  :iml  ardour  of  that 
flame  your  charms  hare  kindled  in 
my  heart.  But,  alas!  expreffion 
wrongs  my  love  !  I  am  infpired  with 
conceptions  that  no  language  can  con- 
vey! Your  beauty  fills  me  with  won- 
der! your  underdanding  with  ravifh- 
ment!  and  your  goodnefs  with  ado- 
ration! I  am  tranfported  with  de- 
fire,  di drafted  with  doubts,  and 
tortured  with  impatience!  Suffer  me, 
then,  lovely  arbitrefs  of  my  fate,  to 
approach  you  in  perlbn,  to  breathe 
in  foft  murmurs  my  paffion  to  your 
ear,  to  offer  the  facrifice  of  a  heart 
overflowing  with  the  mod  genuine 
and  difiatereded  love,  to  gaze  with 
extafy  on  the  divine  objeft  of  my 
wifhes,  to  hear  the  mufick  of  her  en- 
chanting tongue,  and  to  rejoice  in 
her  fmiles  of  approbation,  which 
will  banifli  the  mod  intolerable  fu- 
fpence  from  the  bofom  of  your  en- 
.  raptured 

•  R R .' 


Having  fini  flied  this  efFufion,  I  com- 
mitted it  to  the  care  of  my  faithful 
friend,  with  an  injunction  to  lecond 
my  entreaty  with  her  eloquence  and  in- 
fluence; and  in  the  mean  time  went  to 
drefs,  with  an  intention  of  vifiting 
Mrs.  Snapper  and  Mils,  whom  I  had 
utterly  ncglefted,  and  indeed  almoft 
forgot,  fince  my  dear  NarciflTa  had  re- 
fumed  the  empire  of  rhy  foul.  The 
old  gentlewoman  received  me  very 
kindly,  and  Mifs  affefted  a  franknefs 
and  gaiety,  which,  however,  I  could 
eafily  perceive  were  forced  and  diflem- 
bled;  among  other  things,  fhe  pre- 
tended to  joke  me  upon  my  pafllon  for 
NarcifT.i,  which  fhe  averred  was  no  fe- 
cret,  and  afked  if  I  intended  to  dance 
with  her  at  the-  next  aflembly.  I  was 
a  good  deal  concerned  To  find  myfelf 
become  the  town-talk  on  this  fubjeft, 
led  the  fquire,  having  notice  of  my  in- 
clinations, fhould  disapprove  of  them, 
and  by  breaking  off  all  correspondence 
with  me,  deprive  me  of  the  opportuni- 
ties I  now  enjoyed.  But  I  relblved  to 
ufe  the  iiiterelt  I  had  with  him,  while 
it  laded;  and  that  very  night  meeting 
him  occafionally,  afked  his  permiffion 
to  fclicit  her  company  at  the  ball, 
which  he  very  readily  granted,  lo  my 
Uexpfcffiblc  fatUfaftjon. 


213 

Having  been  kept  awake  the  greateft 
part  of  the  night,  by  a  thoufand  de- 
lightful reveries  that  took  poffeflion  of 
my  fancy,  I  got  up  betimes,  and  fly- 
ing to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  had  in 
a  little  time  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Miff 
WiJIiams  approach  with  a  fmile  on  her 
countenance,  which  1  interpreted  into 
a  good  omen.  Neither  was  I  midaken 
in  my  prefage :  fhe  prefented  me  with 
a  letter  from  the  idol  of  my  foul,  which, 
after  having  kiffed  it  devoutly,  I  open- 
ed with  the  utmoft  eagernefs,  and  was 
blefTed  with  her  approbation  in  thefc 
terms.  » 


'SIR, 

'"pO  fay  I  look  upon  you  with  in- 
-*•  '  difference,  would  be  a  piece  of 
diffimulation,  which  I  think  no  de- 
corum requires,  and  no  cudom  can 
juftify.  As  my  heart  never  felt  an 
impreffion  that  my  tongue  was  a- 
fhamed  to  declare,  I  will  not  fcru- 
ple  to  own  myfelf  pleafed  with  your 
pafflon,  confident  of  your  integrity, 
and  fo  well  convinced  of  my  own 
difcretion,  that  I  fhould  not  hefitate 
in  granting  you  the  interview  you 
defire,  were  I  not  over-awed  by 
the  prying  cunofity  of  a  malicious 
world,  the  cenfure  of  which  might 
be  fatally  prejudicial  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  your 

'  NARCISSA.* 

No  anchorite  in  the  extafy  of  devo- 
tion ever  adored  a  relique  with  more 
fervour  than  that  with  which  I  kified 
this  inimitable  proof  of  my  charmer's 
candour,  generofity,  and  atfeclion!  I 
read  it  over  an  hundred  times;  was  ra- 
vifhcd  with  her  confeffion  in  the  be- 
ginning; but  the  fubfcription  of  '  your 
'  Narcifla,'  yielded  me  fuch  delight  as  I 
had  never  felt  before!  My  hap|  inefs 
was  ftill  increaled  by  Mil's  Williams, 
who  bltflcd  me  with  a  repetition  of  her 
lady's  tender  exprefiions  in  my  favour, 
when  (he  received  and  read  my  letter. 
In  fhort,  I  had  all  the  realbn  ii.  the 
world  to  believe  that  ihis  gentle  crea- 
ture's bofom  was  pofTefll-d  by  a  pafiion 
for  me,  as  warm,  though  perhaps  not 
fo  impetuous,  ..s  mine  for  her. 

I  informed  my  friend  of  th-j          :<  's 
confent  to  my  dancing  with  ^ 
at  the  ball,  and  it  .-fired  her  to  t 
miitrefs,  that  I  would  do  myfelf  the 
honour  of  vifiting  her  in  the  afternoon, 
£  c  ia 
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in  confluence  of  his  permiflion,  when 
I  hoped  to  find  her  as  indulgent  as  her 
brother  had  been  complaifant  in  that 
particular.  Mils  Williams  exprtflVd 
a  good  deal  of  joy  at  hearing  I  was 
fo  much  in  favour  with  the  fox -hun- 
ter, and  ventured  to  affure  me,  that  my 
vilit  would  be  very  agreeable  to  my 
rniftrefs,  the  rather  becaufe  Bruin 
was  engaged  to  dine  abroad.  This 
was  a  circumftance,  which  I  fcarce 
need  fay  pleafed  me.  I  went  im- 
mediately to  the  Long-room,  where  I 
found  him,  and  affecting  to  know  no- 
thing of  his  engagement,  told  him,  I 
would  do  myfelf  the  pleafure  to  wait 
upon  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  to 
prefent  his  filter  with  a  ticket' for  the 
ball.  He  fliook  me  by  the  hand,  ac- 
cording to  cul'omj  and  giving  me  to 
underftand  that  he  was  to  dine  abroad, 
defired  me  to  go  and  drink  tea  with 
Narcifia  notwithstanding,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  prepare  her  for  my  vifu  in 
the  mean  time. 

Every  thing  fucceeding  thus  to  my 
wi(h,  I  waited  with  incredible  impa- 
tience for  ihe  time,  which  no  fooner 
arrived,  than  I  battened  to  the  fcene, 
which  my  fancy  had  pre-occupied  long 
before.  I  was  introduced  according- 
ly, to  the  dear  enchantrefs  whom  I 
found  accompanied  by  Mifs  Wil- 
liams, who,  on  pretence  of  ordering 
tea,  retired  at  my  approach.  This 
favourable  accident,  which  alarmed 
my  whole  foul,  di (ordered  her  alfo.  I 
found  myfelf  .actuated  by  an  irrefiftible 
impulftj  I  advanced  to  her  with  eager- 
rei's  and  awe,  and  profiting  by  the 
confufion  that  prevailed  over  her,  clafp- 
ed  the  fair  angel  -in  my  arms,  and  im- 
printed a  glowing  kifs  upon  her  lips, 
more  1'oft  and  fragrant  than  the  dewy 
jole-bud  juft  buruihg  from  the  Hem! 
Her  face  was  in  an  inftant  covered 
with  'oluflies,  her  eyes  fparkled  with 
refentment;  1  threw  myfelf  at  her  feet, 
-and  imp'oied  her  pardon.  Her  love 
became  advocate  in  my  caufej  her  look 
foftened  into  forgivenefs,  fne  raifed  me 
up,  and  chid  me  with  fo  much  fweet- 
tu-fs  of  difpleafure,  that  I  fliould  have 
been  tempted  to  repeat  the  offence, 
had  not  the  coming  of  a  fervant  with 
the  tea-board,  prevented  my  prefump- 
tion.  While  we  were  fubject  to  be 
interrupted  or  overheard,  we  conveif- 
ed  about  the  approaching  ball,  at 
which  fh.e  promiled  to  grace  me  as  a 


partner;  but  when  the  equipage  was 
removed,  and  we  were  left  alone,  I 
refumeil  the  more  interefting  theme, 
arid  expreffed  myfelf  with  !uch  tranf- 
port  and  agitation,  that  my  miftrsfs, 
fearing  I  would  commit  fome  extrava- 
gance, rung  the  bell  for  her  maid, 
v/hom  file  detained  in  the  room,  as  a 
check  upon  my  vivacity:  I  was  not 
forry  for  this  precaution,  becaufe  I 
could  unhofom  myl'tlf  without  refsrve 
before  Mifs  Williams,  who  was  the 
confidante  of  us  both.  I  therefore 
gave  a  loofe  to  the  infpirations  of  my 
paflion,  which  operated  fo  fuccefsfnlly 
upon  the  tender  affections  of  Nurciffa, 
that  /he  laidafide  the  conftraint  (he  had 
hitherto  wore,  nr.d  bleffcd  me  with  the 
mod  melting  declaration  of  her  mu- 
tual fiame!  It  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  forbear  taking  the  advantage  of 
this  endearing  condefcenfion.  She  now 
gently  yielded  to  my  embraces,  while 
I  encircling  all  that  I  held  dear  within 
my  arms,  tafted  in  advance  the  joys 
of  that  paradife  I  hoped  in  a  little  time 
wholly  to  poflefsl  We  (pent  the  after- 
noon in  all  the  extafy  of  hope  that  the 
mwft  fervent  love  exchanged  by  mutual 
vows  could  infpiie;  and  Mifs  Wil- 
liams was  fo  much  affected  with  our 
chalte  cartlTes,  which  recallerl  the  lad 
remembrance  of  what  (lie  was,  that  her 
eyes  were  filled  with  tears. 

The  evening  being  pretty  far  advan- 
ced, I  forced  mylelf  from  the  dear  ob- 
je£t  of  my  flame}  who  indulged  me  in 
a  tender  embrace  at  parting;  and  re- 
pairing to  my  lodgings,  communicated 
to  my  friend  Sirap  every  circumltance 
of  my  bappinefs,  which  filled  him  with 
fo  much  pleafure,  that  it  ran  over  at  his 
eyesj  and  he  prayed  heartily  that  no 
envious  devil  might,  as  formerly,  daih 
the  cup  of  blefling  from  my  lip.  When 
I  reflected  on  what  had  happened,  and 
efpecially  on  the  unreferved  protefta- 
tionsof  Narciffa's  love,  I  could  not  help 
being  amazed  at  her  omitting  to  enquire 
into  the  particular  circumftancesof  life 
and  fortune  of  one  whom  flie  had  fa- 
voured with  her  affection,  a-nd  I  began 
to  be  a  little  anxious  about  the  foliation 
of  her  finances;  well  knowing  that  I 
mould  do  an  irreparable  injury  to  the 
perfon  my  foul  held  mort  dear,  if  I 
fhould  efpoufe  her  without  being  able 
to  fupport  her  in  the  rank  which 
was  certainly  her  due.  I  had  heard^ 
indeed,  while  I  ferved  her  aunt»  that 

her 
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hrr  fa'lur  had  left  her  a  confident- 
hie  fiim,  an. I  that  every  body  ! 
Ill  would  inherit  the  greatdi  put  of 
,  inlw.iin.in's  dowry;  but  I  did  not 
know  how  f.ii  fhe  might  be  reftiicted 
by  t!i.->'U  gentleman's  will,  in  the  cu- 
nt of  wli.it  he  left  her;  and  I 
was  too  well  informed  of  tli^  virtuofo's 
Lite  coiuluit,  to  think  my  miltrcl's  could 
have  any  expectations  from  that  quarter. 
I  confided,  however,  in  the  good  fenfe 
and  policy  of  my  charmer,  who  I  wis 
fure  would  not  confent  to  unite  her 
fate  with  mine,  before  flie  had  fully 
confidered  and  provided  for  the  con- 
fequente. 

The  ball  night  being  arrived,  I  dref- 
fcd  myfelf  in  a  fuit  I  had  referved  for 
fome  grand  occalion;  and  having  drar.k 
tea  with  Narcifla  and  her  brother,  con- 
ducted my  angel  to  the  fcene,  where  flie 
in  a  moment   eclipfed    all  her  female 
competitors   for  beauty,  and  attracted 
tho  admiration  of  the  whole  aflembiy. 
My  heart  dilated  with  pride  on  thisoc- 
cafion,  and    my    triumph   rejected   all 
bounds;    when,  after  we  had  danced 
together,  a  certain  nobleman,  remark- 
able for  his  figure  and  influence  in  the 
beau  monde,  came  up,  and  in  the  hear- 
ing  of  ail  preflnt,  honoured  us  with  a 
very  particular  compliment,   upon  our 
accomplishments  and  appearance:  hut 
this  tranfport  was  foon  checked,  when 
I  perceived  his  Icrdfhip  attach  birnfelf 
with    great    afllduiiy   to    my   millrefs; 
and  fay  fome  warm  things,  which,   I 
thought,  favoured  too  much  of  pailion. 
It  was  then  I  began  to  feel  the  pangs 
of  jealoufy;  I  dreaded  the  power  and 
addrefs  of  my  rival;  I  fickened  at  his 
difcourfe;  when  flie  opened   her  lips  to 
anfwer,    my    heart    died  within    me; 
when  fhe  fmiled,  I  felt  the  pains  of  the 
damned  !    I  was  enraged  at   his  pre- 
furnption;  I   curfed  her   complaisance! 
at  length  he  quitted  her,  and  went  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  room.     Narcifla  . 
fufpe&ing  nothing  of  the  rage  that  in- 
flamed me,   put  fome  queftions  to  me, 
as  foon  as  he  was  gone,  to  which   I 
made  no  reply,  hutaflumed  a  grim  look', 
which  too  well  denoted  the  agitation  of 
my  bread,  and  f in-prized  her  not  a  lit- 
tle.    She  no  fooner  obferved  my  emo- 
tion, than  (he  changed  colour,  and  afk- 
ed    what    ailed    me.     But    before    I 
could  make  anfwer,  her  brother  pulling 
roe  by  the  fleeve,  bade  me  take  notice 
•f  a  lady  who  fa:  fronting  us,  >yhptu  J 


2I5 

immediately,  to  my  vaft  aftonifhmenr, 
diftingujlbed   to  lie  Mclin.la,  accompa- 
nied by  her   mother,  and    an    elderly 
gentleman    whom    I    did    not  know. 
*  Wounds!    Mr.  Randan,'    cried    the 
,  '  is  fhe  not  a  delicate  piece  of 
'  (tuff?  'Sdcath!  I  have  a  good  mind, 
1  if  I    thought  (he    was  a  (ingle  per- 
'  fon.' — Notwithstanding  theperplexity 
I  was  in,  I    had  reflection   enough    to 
forefee    that   my   paflion  might    fuffer 
greatly  by  the  prefence  of  this  lady, 
who   in  all  probability  would  revenga 
herfelf  upon   me  for  having  formerly 
difgraced  her,  by  fpreading  reports  to- 
rn y  prejudice.     I  was  therefore  alarm- 
ed at  thefe  fymptoms  of  the  fquiie's 
admiration;  and  for  fome  time  did  not 
know  what  reply  to  make,    when  he 
afked   my  opinion  of  her  beauty:    at 
lengih  I  came  to  a  determination,  and 
told  him  that  her  name  was  Melindaj 
that  fhe  had  a  fortune  of  ten  tiioufaiul 
pounds,  and  was  faid  to  be  under  pro- 
mife  of  marriage  to  a  certain  lord,  who 
deferred    his    nuptials    a  few    months 
until   he  mould  he  of  age.     I  thought 
this  piece  of  intelligence,  which  I  had 
myfelf  invented,  would  have  hindered 
him  effectually  from  entertaining  any 
farther   thoughts   of   her,  but    I    was 
egregioufly  mirraken.     The   fox  hun- 
ter had  too  much  lelf-furrjciency  to  de- 
fTfair  of  fuccefs  againit  any  competitor 
on  earth.     He  therefore  made  light   of 
her  engagement,  faying,  with  a  fmile 
or  ftlf-approbation,  '  Mayhap  fhe  will 
change  her  mind — what  fignifies  his 
being  a  lord!   I  think  myfeif  as  good 
a  man  as  e'er  a  lord  in  Chriftend'om  ; 
and  111   fee  if    a  commoner   worth, 
three   thoufand  a  year    won't   ferve 
her      turn.'       This     determination 
ibrtled    me    not  a  little;    I    knew  he 
would    foon  difcover   the   contrary  of 
what  I  Advanced,  and  as  I  believed  he 
would  find  her  ear  open  to  his  addref- 
fes,  did  not  doubt  of  meeting  with  every 
ohfhcle   in  my  amour  that  her  malice 
could  invent,  and   her   influence  exe- 
cute.     This    reflection   iucreafed    my 
..     My    vexation    was  evident". 
N-ircifla  infilled  on  going  home  imme- 
diately; and  as  I  led  her  to  the  door, 
bei  liohle  admirer,  with  a  look  full  of 
langmfhment,  dirt-fled  to  her   a   pro 
found  bow,    which    fhmg  me  to   the 
foul.     Before  flie  went  into  the  chair, 
file  afked,  with  an  appearance  of  con- 
cern, what  was  the  matter  with   me: 
E  c  *  and 
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and  I  could  pronounce  no  more  than, 
'  By  heaven!  I'm  diftrafted.' 


CHAP.     XXII. 

TORTURFD  WITH  JEALOUSY,  I  GO 
HOME  AND,  ABUSE  STRAP — RE- 
CEIVE A  MESSAGE  FROM  NAR- 
CISSA,  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF 
WHICH  I  HASTEN  TO  HER  APART- 
MENT, WHERE  HER  ENDEARING 
ASSURANCES  BANISH  ALL  MY 

DOUBTS  AND    APPREHENSIONS 

IN  MY  RETREAT  DISCOVER 
SOMEBODY  IN  THE  DARK,  WHOM 
SUSPECTING  TO  BE  A  SPY,  I 
RESOLVE  TO  KILL}  BUT  TO  MY 
GREAT  SURPRIZE,  AM  CON- 
VINCED OF  HIS  BEING  NO  OTHER 
THAN  STRAP — MELINDA  SLAN- 
DERS ME — I  BECOME  ACQUAIN- 
TED  WITH  LORD  QJHVERWIT, 
WHO  ENDEAVOURS  TO  SOUND 
ME  WITH  REGARD  TO  NARCISSA 
—THE  SQUIRE  IS  INTRODUCED 
TO  HIS  LORDSHIP,  AND  GROWS 
COLD  TOWARDS  M E— I  LEARN 
FROM  MY  CONFIDANTE,  THAT 
THIS  NOBLEMAN  PROFESSES  HO- 
NOURABLE LOVE  TO  MY  MIS- 
TRESS, WHO  CONTINUES  FAITH- 
FUL TO  ME,  NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE  SCANDALOUS  REPORTS  SHE 
HAS  HEARD  TO  MY  PREJUDICE 
—I  AM  MORTIFIED  WITH  AN 
ASSURANCE  THAT  HER  WHOLE 
FORTUNE  DEPENDS  UPON  THE 
PLEASURE  OF  HER  BROTHER — 
MR.  FREEMAN  CONDOLES  ME 
ON  THE  DECLINE  OF  MY  CHA- 
RACTER, WHICH  I  VINDICATE 
SO  MUCH  TO  HIS  SATISFACTION, 
THAT  HE  UNDERTAKES  TO  COM- 
BAT FAME  IN  MY  BEHALF. 

HAVING  uttered  this  exclama- 
tion, at  which  fliefighed,  I  went 
home  in  the  condition  of  a  frantick  Bed- 
lamite; and  finding  the  fire  in  my  a- 
partment  almoft  extinguished,  vented 
my  fury  upon  poor  Strap,  whofe  ear  I 
pinched  with  fuch  violence,  that  he 
roared  hideoufly  with  pain;  and  when 
I  quitted  my  hold,  looked  fo  fooliftily 
aghaft,  that  no  unconcerned  fpe&ator 
could  have  feen  him  without  being 
feized  with  an  immoderate  fit  of  laugh- 
ter. It  is  true,  I  was  foon  fenfible  of 
the  injury  I  had  done,  and  aflted  par- 


don  for  the  outrage  I  had  committed* 
upon  which  my  faithful  valet,  linking 
his  head,  laid,  '  1  forgive  you,  and 
'  may  God  forgive  you!'  But  he 
cculd  not  help  fhedding  ibme  tears  at 
my  unkindnefs.  I  felt  unfpeakable  re- 
morfe  for  what  I  had  done,  curfed  my 
own  ingratitude,  and  confidered  his 
tears  as  a  reproach  that  my  foul,  in  her 
prefent  difturbance,  could  not  bear.  It 
let  all  my  paflions  into  a  ferment,  I 
fwore  horrible  oaths  without  meaning 
or  application,  I  foamed  at  the  mouth, 
kicked  the  chairs  about  the  room,  and 
played  abundance  of'  mad  pranks,  that 
frightened  my  friend  almoft  out  of  hi* 
fenfes.  At  length  my  tranfport  fub- 
fided,  I  became  melancholy,  and  wept 
infenfibly. 

During  this  ftate  of  dejection,  I  was 
furprized  with  the  appearance  of  Mifs 
Williams,  whom  Strap,  blubbering 
all  the  while,  had  conducted  into  the 
chamber,  without  giving  me  previous 
notice  of  her  approach.  She  was  ex- 
tremely affecled  with  my  condition, 
which  fhe  had  learned  from  him,  beg- 
ged me  to  moderate  my  paflion,  fu- 
Ipend  my  conjectures,  and  follow  her 
to  Narcifla,  who  defired  to  fee  me  forth- 
with. That  dear  name  operated  upon 
me  like  a  charm!  I  itarted  up,  and 
without  opening  my  lips,  was  con- 
dueled  into  her  apartment  through  the 
garden,  which  we  entered  by  a  private 
door.  I  found  the  adorable  creature 
in  tears!  I  was  melted  at  the  fight—- 
we continued  filent  for  feme  time — my 
heart  was  too  full  to  ipeak — her  fnowy 
bofom  heaved  with  fond  refentmentj 
at  laft,  flie  fobbing  cried,  '  What  have 
'  I  done  to  difoblige  you?'  My  heart 
was  pierced  with  the  tender  queftion ! 
I  drew  near  with  the  utmoft  reverence 
of  affeftion!  I  fell  upon  my  knees  be- 
fore her,  and  killing  her  hand,  exclaim- 
ed, '  O  !  thou  art  all  goodnefs  and  per- 
fection! I  am  undone  by  my  want  of 
merit!,  I  am  unworthy  to  pofTefs 
thy  charms,  which  Heaven  hath  def- 
tined  for  the  arms  of  fome  more  fa- 
voured being!'  She  guefled  the  caufo 
of  my  difquiet,  upbraided  me  gently 
for  my  fufpicion,  and  gave  me  fuch 
flattering  alfurances  of  her  eternal  fide- 
lity, that  all  my  doubts  and  fears  for- 
fook  me,  and  peace,  and  fatisfaclion, 
reigned  within  my  bread. 

At  midnight  I  left  the  fair  nymph  to 

her  repofe,  and  being  let,,  out  by  Mifs 
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Williams  at  the  garden-gate  by  which 
I  entered,  began  to  explore  my  way 
homewaid  in  the  dark,  when  I  heaid 
at  my  back  a  noife  like  that  of  a  ba- 
boon when  he  mows  and  chatters.  I 
mined  inltantly,  and  perceiving  ibme- 
iliing  black,  concluded  I  was  diicover- 
.  fome  fpy,  employed  to  watch 
tor  that  purpofe.  Arouzed  at  this  con- 
jrcture,  by  which  the  reputation  of  the 
virtuous  Narcilia  appeared  in  jeopardy, 
I  drew  my  fword,  and  would  rme  Sacri- 
ficed him  to  her  f:une,  had  nut  the 
voice  of  Strap  icftrained  my  arm.  It 
was  wkh  great  difficulty  he  could  pro- 
nounce, '  D — d— d — do  1  mum — um 
' — um — murder  me,  if  you  pleaSe!' 
Such  an  effect  had  the  cold  upon  his 
jaws,  that  his  teeth  rattled  like  a  pair 
of  caftanets.  Pleafed  to  be  thus  unde- 
ceived, I  laughed  at  his  consternation, 
and  aSked  what  brought  him  thither. 
Upon  which  he  gave  me  to  understand, 
that  his  concern  for  me  had  induced 
him  to  follow  me  to  that  place,  where 
the  fame  realon  had  detained  him  till 
row  ;  and  he  frankly  owned,  that  in 
fpite  of  the  esteem  he  had  for  Mifs  Wil- 
liams, he  began  to  be  very  uneafy  about 
me,  considering  the  difpofition  in  which 
I  went  abroad;  and  if  I  had  Staid  much 
longer,  would  have  certainly  alarmed 
the  neighbourhood  in  my  behalf.  The 
knowledge  of  this  his  intention  con- 
founded me !  I  reprefented  to  him  the 
mifchievous  confequences  that  would 
have  attended  Such  a  raSh  action,  and 
cautioning  him  feverely  againlt  any 
fuch  defign  for  the  future,  concluded 
my  admonition  with  an  aSTurance,  that 
in  cafe  he  Should  ever  aft  fo  madly,  I 
would  without  hesitation  put  him  to 
<leath.  '  Have  a  little  patience,'  cried 
lie,  in  a  lamentable  tone,  *  your  dif- 
'  pleafure  will  do  the  bufmefs  without 
•  your  committing  murder.'  I  was 
touched  with  this  reproach  ;  and  as 
Soon  as  we  got  home,  made  it  my  bu- 
fineJ's  to  appeale  him,  by  explaining 
the  caufe  of  that  transport,  during 
which  I  had  ufed  him  fo  unworthily. 

Next  day  when  t  went  into  the  Long- 
room,  I  observed  Several  whispers 
circulate  all  of  a  fudden ;  and  did 
not  duubt  tfeatMelinJa  had  been  bufy 
with  my  character  j  but  I  confoled  my- 
felf with  the  love  of  Narcifla,  upon 
which  I  relied  with  the  molt  perfect 
confidence;  and  going  up  to  the  rowly- 
fewly  table,  woo  a  few  pi«c«s  hum 
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iv. y  lulpeded  rival,  who  with  an  ca- 
fy  politenels  entered  into  c<>nv<  liUuun 
with  me,  ami  defiling  my  company  at 
the  coffee-houfe,  treated  me  with  tea 
and  chocolate.  I  remembered  Strut* 
well,  and  guarded  againft  his  inlinti-. 
ating  behaviour  ;  nor  was  my  fiifpicion 
wrong  placed  ;  he  y.rtfuHy  turned  the 
difcouiieupon  Narcilu,  and  endeavour- 
ed,  by  hinting  at  an  intrigue  he  pre- 
tended to  be  engaged  in  elfewhere,  to 
learn  what  connexion  there  \v.-,  be- 
tween her  and  me.  But  all  his  finefle 
was  inchWhial;  I  was  convinced  of  his 
dissimulation;  and  gave  Such  general 
anfwers  to  his  enquiries,  that  he  was 
forced  to  drop  the  fubject,  and  talk  of 
fomcthing  elle. 

While  we  converfed  in  this  manner, 
the  favage  came  in,  with  another  gen- 
tleman, who  introduced  him  to  his 
lordShip;  and  he  was  received  with 
fuch  peculiar  marks  of  distinction,  that 
I  was  peifuaded  the  courtier  intended  to 
ufe  him  in  Tome  Shape  or  another;  and 
from  thence  1  drew  an  unlucky  omen. 
But  I  had  more  caufe  to  be  difmayed 
the  following  day,  when  I  fawthe  {quire 
in  company  with  Melinda  and  her 
mother,  vrho  honoured  me  with  feve- 
ral  difdainful  glances :  and  when  I  af- 
terwards threw  myfelf  in  his  way,  in- 
Stead  of  the  cordial  make  of  the  hand, 
he  returned  my  falute  with  a  cold  re- 
petition of  «  Servant,  fervant!'  which 
he  pronounced  with  fuch  indifference, 
or  rather  contempt,  that  if  he  had  not 
been  NarciflVs  brother,  I  Should  have 
affronted  him  in  publick. 

Thefe  occurrences  difturbed  me  not 
a  little.  I  forefaw  the  brooding  Storm, 
and  armed  myfeif  with  resolution  for 
the  occafion  j  but  NarciSTa  being  at 
ftake,  J  was  far  from  being  refigned. 
I  could  have  renounced  every  other 
comfort  of  life  with  fome  degree  of 
fortitude  5  but  the  profpect  of  lofmej 
her  dilabled  all  my  philosophy,  and 
tortured  my  foul  into  madnefs. 

Mifs  Williams  found  me,  next  morn- 
ing, full  of  anxious  tumult,  which  did 
not  abate,  when  She  told  me,  that  my 
Lord  (Vuverwit,  having  profeSTcd  ho- 
nourable intentions,  had  been  intro- 
duced to  my  lovely  rniltieSs  by  her 
brother,  who  had  at  the  fame  time, 
from  the  information  of  Melinda, 
fpoke  of  me  as  an  Irifli  fortune- 
hunter,  without  either  birth  or  crrate; 
who  fupported  myfelf  in  the  appear- 
ance 
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ance  of  a  gentleman  by  (harping,   and 
other  infamous  practices;  and  who  was 
of  fuch  an  obfcure  origin,  that  I  did  not 
even  know  my  own  extraction.  Though 
I  expelled  all  this  malice,  I  could  not 
hear  it  with  temper,  efpecially  as  truth 
was  fo  blended  with  fa  1  (hood  in  the  af- 
lertion,  that  it  would  be  almoft  impoffi- 
ble  to  feparate  the  one  from  the  o:ber  in 
my  vindication.     But  I  faid  nothing  on 
this    head,    being    impatient    to  know 
how   Narcifla  had  been    affected    with 
the  difcovery.       That    generous  crea- 
ture, far  from   believing  thtfe  imputa- 
tions, was   no  fooner  withdrawn  with 
her  confidante,  than  (he  inveighed  with 
great  warmth   againft   the  malevolence 
of  the  world,    to  which   only  (he  af- 
cribed  the  whole  of  what  had  been  faid 
to  my  disadvantage;  and  calling1  every 
eircumftance  of  my  behaviour  to   her 
into    review  before  her,    found    every 
thing  fo  polite,  honourable,  and   dii- 
interefted,  that  (he  could   not  harbour 
the  kail   doubt  of  my  being  the  gen- 
tleman  I  afiumecl.     '  I  have,  indeed,' 
faid  (he,  '  purpofcly  forbore  to  a(k  the 
particulars  of  his  life,  left  the  recapi- 
tulation of   fome  misfortunes  which 
he   has   undergone  mould  give    him 
pain  :    and    as  to   the  article   of  his 
fortune,   I  own  myfelf  equally  afraid 
of   enquiring   into  it,  and  of  difco- 
vering  the  fituation  of  my  own,  left 
we   mould    find   ourfelves   both  un- 
happy in  the  explanation  ;  for,  alas  ! 
my  provifion  is  conditional,  and  de- 
pends entirely  upon    marrying  with 
my  brother's  conient.' 
I  was  thunderftruck  with  this  intel- 
ligence} the  light  foribok  my  eyes,  the 
colour  vanifhed   from  my  cheeks,  and 
I  remained  in  a  ftate  of  univerfal  tre- 
pidation.    My  female  friend  perceiving 
my  diforder,  encouraged  me  with   af- 
furances  of    Narcifla's  conftancy,  and 
the  hope   of  fome  accident  favourable 
to  our  love:  and,  as  a  farther  confuta- 
tion, gave  me  to  underftand,   that  (lie 
had  acquainted    my  miftrefs  with    the 
out-lines  of  my  life;  and  that  although 
fhe  was  no  (hanger  to  the  prefent  low 
ftate  of  my  finances,  her  love  and  efteem 
were  rather   increafed  than   diminifhed 
by  the  knowledge  of  my  circumftances. 
I  was  greatly  comforted   by  this  affur- 
ance,  which  faved  me  a  world  of  con- 
fufion  and   anxiety :  for   I   muft  have 
imparted  my  fituution  one  day  to  Nar- 


cifTa  ;  and  this  taflc  1  could  not  have 
performed  without  (hame  and  diforder. 

As  I  did  not  doubt  that,  by  this 
time,  the  fcandalous  afperfions  of  Me- 
linda  were  diffufed  all  over  the  town, 
I  refoTved  to  collect  my  whole  ftrengh 
of  afTurance,  to  brow-beat  the  efforts 
of  her  malice,  and  to  ptiblifh  her  ad- 
venture with  the  Frenchified  barber,  by 
way  of  reprifal.  In  the  mean  time, 
having  promifed  to  be  at  the  garden- 
gate  about  midnight,  Mifs  Williams 
took  her  leave,  bidding  me  repofe  my- 
felf entirely  on  the  affection  of  my  dear 
Narcifia,  which  was  as  perfect  as  in- 
violable. Before  I  went  abroad,  I  was 
vifited  by  Freeman,  who  came  on  pur- 
pofe  to  inform  me  of  the  infamous 
ftories  that  were  railed  at  my  expence. 
I  heard  them  with  great  temper,  arid  in 
my  turn  difclofed  every  thing  that  had 
happened  between  Melinda  and  me  ; 
and  among  other  circumftances,  enter- 
tained him  with  the  ftory  of  the  barber, 
letting  him  know  what  (hare  his  friend 
Banter  had  in  that  affair  :  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  injury  my  reputation  had 
fuffered;  and  no  longer  doubting  the 
fountain  fiom  whence  this  deluge  of 
(lander  had  (lowed  upon  me,  under- 
took to  undeceive  the  town  in  my  be- 
half, and  roll  the  ftream  back  upon 
it's  fource:  but  in  the  mean  time  cau- 
tioned me  from  appearing  in  publick 
while  the  prepoflefTion  was  fo  ftrong 
againft  me,  left  I  mould  meet  with 
fome  affront  that  might  have  bad  con- 
fequences. 


CHAP.     XXIII. 

I  RECEIVE  AN  EXTRAORDINARY 
MESSAGE  AT  THE  DOOR  OF  THI 
LONG-ROOM,  WHICH  I  HOWEVER 
ENTER,  AND  AFFRONT  THK 
SQUIRE,  WHO  THREATENS  TO 
TAKE  THE  LAW  OF  ME — REBUKE 
MELINDA  FOR  HER  MALICE- 
SHE  WEEPS  WITH  VEXATION  — 
LORD  COJIVERWIT  IS  SEVERE 
UPON  ME — I  RETORT  HIS  SAR- 
CASM—  AM  RECEIVED  WITH  THE, 
UTMOST  TENDERNESS  BY  NAR- 
CISSA,  WHO  DESIRES  TO  HEAR 
THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE — WE 
VOW  ETERNAL  CONSTANCY  TO 
ONE  ANOTHER — I  RETIRE — AM 
WAKED  BY  A  MESSENGER,  WHO 
BRINGS 
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BRINGS  A  CHALLENGE  FROM 
<^UIVERWIT,  WHOM  I  MtET, 
ENGAGE,  AND  VANQUISH. 

I  Thanked  him  for  l\is  advice,  which 
hovvevtr  my  pride  and  relentment 
would  not  permit  me  to  follow}  tVr  he 
no  fooner  left  mr,  in  or<ler  to  do  juf- 
tice  10  my  dnrafter  among  his  frit-mis 
and    acquaintance,    than  I  fillied  out 
and  went  directly  to  the  Long-room.  I 
was  met  at  the  door  by  a  fervant,  who 
prefented  to  me  a  billet  without  a  fub- 
fcription,  importing  that  my  pretence 
was  difagreeable  to  the  company,  and 
defiring  I   would  take  the  hint  without 
farther  dilturhnnce,  and  lv,-!h>w  myfelf 
elfewhtre  for  the  future.    This  peremp- 
tory mefTige   filled    me  with   indigna- 
tion.    I  followed  the  fellow  who  deli- 
vered it,  and  feizing  him  by  the  collar 
in  prefence  of  all  the  company,  threa- 
tened to  put  him  inftantly  to  death,    if 
he  did  not  difcover  the  fcoundrel  who 
had   charged   him  with  fuch  an  impu- 
dent commifllon,  that  I  might  pur.ifh 
him  as  he  dcferved.      The   meflenger, 
affrighted  at  my  menaces  and  furious 
looks,  fell  upon  his  knees,   and   told 
me,    that  the  gentleman  who  ordered 
him  to  deliver  the  letter  was  no  other 
than  NarciflVs  brother,    who  at    that 
time    Itood    at    the   other  end  of   the 
room,  talking  to  Melinda.     I  went  up 
to  him  immediately,  and   in  the  hear- 
ing of  his  inamorata,  accofted  him  in 
thefe    words:    '  Look'e,    fquire,   was 
it  not  for  one  confederation  that  pro- 
tefts    you   from    my    relentment,    I 
would  cane  you  where  you  ftand,  for 
having  had  the  prefumption   to  lend 
me  this  fcurrilous  intimation  !'  which 
I  tore  to  pieces,  and  threw  in  his  face; 
at  the  fame  time  darting  an  angry  re- 
gard at  his  miftrefs,  I  told  her,  I  was 
lorry  (he  had  put  it  out  of  my  power 
to  compliment  her  upon  her  invention, 
but  at  the  expence  of  her  good-future 
and    veracity.     Her    admirer,     \vhofe 
courage  never  rofe  but  in   proportion 
to  the  wine  he  had  fwallowed,  infU-ad 
of    refenting    my    addrefs  in  what  is 
called  an  honourable  way,  threatened 
to  piofecute  me  for    an    alfaiilf,    ami 
took  witnefTes  accordingly:  while  /he, 
piqued  at  his  pufillanimous'behaviour, 
and  enraged  at  the  farcafm  I  had  ut- 
tered again  ft  her,  endeavoured  to  make 
her  ciuaircl  a  publick  caufe,  and  wept 


aloud  with  fpite  and  verntton.  The 
"f  .1  Ud)  could  not  fail  of  nt- 
tractim;  the  notice  and  concern  of  the 
icrs,  to  whom  (he  complained  of 
my  rudtnefs,  with  great  bitternef«g 
faying,  if  fl)e  was  a  man,  I  duift  n,,t 
ufe  IHT  fo.  The  greatelt  part  of  the 
gentlemen,  already  prejudiced  againft 
me,  were  oflfcruled  at  the  liberty  I  had 
triken,  as  appeared  from  their  looks; 
though  none  of  them  fignifitd  their 
difgult  any  other  way,  except  mjr 
Lord  Qoiverwir,  who  ventured  to  fay 
with  a  Ineer,  that  I  was  in  the  right 
to  eltahlifh  my  own  charjfter,  of  which 
he  had  now  no  longer  any  doubt. 
Nr-ttled  at  this  fevere equivoque,  which 
railed  a  laugh  at  my  expence,  I  replied 
with  fome  warmth,  '  I  am  proud  of 
'  having  in  that  particular  got  the  Hart 
'  of  your  lord/hip.'  He  made  no  an- 
Iwer  to  my  repartee;  but  with  a  con- 
temptuous fmile  walked  off,  leaving 
me  in  a  very  difagreeable  fituation. 
In  vain  did  I  make  up  to  feveral  peo- 
ple of  my  acquaintance,  whofe  con- 
verfation,  I  hoped,  would  banim  my 
confufionj  every  body  (hunned  me 
like  a  perfon  infe&ed,  and  I  fliould 
not  have  been  able  to  bear  my  difgrace, 
had  not  the  idea  of  the  ever-faithful 
and  fond  NarcifTa  come  to  my  relief. 
I  quitted  thefcene  of  my  mortification, 
and  fauntering  about  the  town,  hap- 
pened to  wake  from  my  contemplation, 
when  I  found  myfelf  juft  oppofite  to  a 
toy-(hop,  which  I  entered,  and  pur- 
chafed  a  ring  fct  with  a  ruby  in  the 
form  of  a  heart,  furrounded  by  dia- 
mond fparks,  for  which  I  paid  tea 
guineas,  intending  it  for  a  prefcnt  tq 
the  charmer  of  my  foul. 

I  was  introduced,  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed, to  this  divine  creature;  who, 
notwithftanding  what  (he  had  heard  to 
my  difadvantage,  received  me  with  the 
utmoft  confidence  and  tendcrnefs;  anJ 
having  been  informed  of  the  general 
(ketches  of  my  life  by  Mils  Williams, 
exprefTed  a  defire  of  knowing  the  par- 
ticular circumrtances,  which  I  related 
with  great  candour,  omitting  however 
fome  things  which  I 'concluded  altoge- 
ther improper  for  her  ear,  and. which  the 
reader's  reflection  will  eafily  fuggeft. 
As  my  ftory  was  little  elfe  than  a  recital 
of  misfortunes,  the  tear  of  fympathy 
ceafed  not  to  trickle  down  her  enchant- 
ing eyes,  during  the  whole  of  the  nar- 
ration. 
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ration,  which  when  I  had  finiftied,  fhe 
recompenfed  me  for  my  trouble  with 
the  moft  endearing  proteftations  of  e- 
ternal  love.  She  bewailed  her  reftri&ed 
condition,  as  it  was  the  means  of  re- 
tarding my  happinefs;  told  me,  that 
iord  Quiverwit,  by  her  brother's  per- 
mifHon,  had  been  to  drink  tea  with  her 
that  very  afternocfn,  and  actually  pro- 
pofed  marriage;  and  feeing  me  ex- 
tremely affefted  with  this  piece  of  in- 
formation, offered  to  give  me  a  con- 
vincing proof  of  her  affection,  by 
efpoufmg  me  in  private,  and  leaving 
the  reft  to  fate.  I  was  penetrated  with 
this  inftance  of  her  regard,  but  that  I 
might  not  be  outdone  in  generofity, 
Tefifted  the  bewitching  temptation,  in 
confideration  cf  her  honour  and  in- 
tereftj  at  the  fame  time,  I  prefented 
my  ring  as  a  pledge  of  my  inviolable 
attachment,  and  on  my  knees  im- 
plored Heaven  to  fhower  it's  curfes  on 
my  head,  if  ever  my  heart  fliould  en- 
tertain one  thought  unworthy  of  the 
paffion  I  then  avowed.  She  received 
my  token,  gave  me  in  return  her  pic- 
turn  in  miniature,  exquifueiy  drawn 
and  fet  in  gold;  and  in  the  fame  pol- 
ture  called  Heaven  to  witnefs  and  to 
judge  her  flame.  Our  vows  being  thus 
reciprocally  breathed,  a  confidence  of 
hope  enfued,  and  our  mutual  fondnefs 
becoming  as  intimate  as  innocence 
would  allow,  1  grew  infenfible  of  the 
progrefs  of  time,  and  it  was  morning 
before  I  could  tear  myfelf  from  this 
darling  of  my  foul!  My  good  angel 
forefaw  what  would  happen,  and  per- 
mitted me  to  indulge  myfelf  on  this 
occafion,  in  confideiation  of  the  fatal 
abfence  I  was  doomed  to  fuffer. 

I  went  to  bed  immediately  on  my 
return  to  my  lodging,  and  having  flept 
'about  two  hours,  was  waked  by  Strap, 
xvho,  in  great  confufion,  told  me  there 
was  a  footman  below  with  a  letter, 
which  he  would  deliver  to  nobody  but 
myfelf.  Alarmed  at  this  piece  of  news, 
I  defired  my  friend  to  fhew  him  up  to 
my  chamber,  and  received  the  follow- 
ing letter,  which  he  faid  required  an 
iro mediate  anfwer. 

*    SI  R, 

"  vyHEN    any    man    injures    my 

"^    (  honour,     let    the    difference 

'  of  rank  between  us  be  ever  fo  great, 

6  I  am  contented  to  wave  the  privilege 


of  my  quality,  and  to  feek  reparation 
from  him  on  equal  terms.  The  in- 
folence  of  your  reply  to  me  yeiler- 
day  in  the  Long  room,  I  might  have 
overlooked,  had  not  your  prefump- 
tive  emulation  in  a  much  more  in- 
terefting  affair,  and  a  difcovery 
which  I  mads  this  morning,  con- 
curred in  perfuading  me  to  chaftife 
your  audacity  with  my  fword.  If 
you  therefore  have  fpirit  enough  to 
fupport  the  character  you  affume,  you 
will  not  fail  to  follow  the  bearer  im- 
mediately to  a  convenient  place, 
where  jou  fhall  be  met  by 

*  QUIVERWIT.' 

Whether  I  was  enervated  by  the  love 
and  favour  of  Narcifla,  or  awed  by  the 
fuperior  ftation  of  my  antagonilt,  I 
know  not,  but  I  never  had  lefs  incli- 
nation to  fight  than  at  this  time:  how- 
ever, finding  there  was  a  neceffity  for 
vindicating  the  reputation  of  my  mif- 
trefs,  as  well  as  for  afferting  my  own 
honour,  I  forthwith  ro!e,  and  drelling 
in  a  hurry,  put  on  my  fword,  bade 
Strap  attend  me,  and  fet  out  with  my 
conductor,  cmfmg  my  bad  fortune  all 
the  way  for  having  been  obferved  in  my 
return  from  my  angel;  for  fo  I  inter- 
preted his  lordfliip's  difcovery.  When 
I  came  within  fight  of  my  rival,  his 
lacquey  told  me,  he  had  orders  to  flop; 
upon  which  I  commanded  Strap  to 
halt  alfo,  while  I  walked  forward;  re- 
folving,  if  poflible,  to  come  to  an  ex- 
planation with  my  challenger,  before 
we  fliould  come  to  battle.  Nor  was 
an  opportunity  wanting;  for  I  no 
fooner  approached,  than  he  aflced  with 
a  ftern  countenance,  what  bufinefs  I  had 
in  Mr.  Topehall's  garden  fo  early  in 
the  morning.  '  1  don't  know,  my 
'  lord,'  faid  I,  '  how  to  anfwer  a  quef- 

*  tion  put  to  me  with  fuch  magitterial 
'  haughtinefs.     If  your  lord/hip  will 

*  pleafeto  expoftulate  calmly,  you  will 
'  have  no  caufe  to  repent  of  your  con- 
'  defcenfion.     Otherwife,  I  am  not  to 
'  be  intimidated  into  any  confeffion.* 
— c  There  is  no  room  for  denial,'  an- 
fwered  he,  '  I  faw  yon  come  out  with 
'  my   own   eyes.' — *  Did    any    other 
f  perfon  fee  me?'   faid    I.  *  I    neither 

*  know   nor    care,'    faid    he;  I   want 
'  no  other  evidence   than  that  of  my 
'  own    fenfes.'     Pieafed   to  hear  that 
the  fufpicionwas  confined  to  him  alone, 
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I  endeavoured  to  appeafe  his  jealoufy, 
hy  owning  an  intrigue  with  the  wait- 
i  ;,!}  but  lie  had  too  much  dil- 

nt  to  he  fo  eilily  impoftrd  upon, 
there  was  only  one  way  to 
convince  him  of  the   truth  of  what  I 
.1}  which  was  no  other  than  re- 
.ng  all   cl  um  to  NarcifTa,  upon 
oath,  and  proimfing  upon  honour  nc- 
.k.    to    Iv^r    for  the  future. 
i    at    this  propofal,    I    un- 
'.1  my  fword,  laying,  '  Heavens! 
'  what  title  have  you,  or  any  man  on 
•*  earth,  to  impole  fuch  terms  on  mel' 
.  the  fame,   and  making  towards 
me  with  a  contracted  brow,  laid  I  was 
a   villain,    nnd   had  dilhonourcd   N.:r- 
cilTi.     '  lie's  a  fcandalous  villain,'  I 
replied  in   a  tranfport  of  fury,  '  who 
brands    me    with    that    imputation! 
She  is  a  thoufand  times  more  chaite 
than  the  mother  that  bore  you ;  and 
I   will   afieit   her   honour   with   my 
heart's  blood!'  So  faying,  1  rufhed 
upon    him   with  more  eagernefs   than 
addrefs,  and  endeavouring  to  get  with- 
in his  point,  received   a  wound  in  my 
neck,  which  redoubled  my  rage.     He 
excelled  me  in  temper  as  well  as  in  (kill, 
by  which  means  he  parried  my  thrtifts 
with  great  calinnefs,    until  I  had  al- 
moJt  exhaufted  my  fpirits;    and  when 
he  perceived  me  beginning  to  flag,  at- 
tacked me  fiercely  in  his  turn.     Find- 
ing  himfelf,  however,  better   oppofed 
than  hcexpefted,  he  refolved  to  follow 
his  longe,  and  clofe  with  me;  accord- 
ingly,  his  fword  entered  my  wailtcoat 
on  rhe  fide  of  the  breaft-bone,  and  run- 
ning up  between  my  (hirt  and  (kit),  ap- 
peared  over  my  left-fl>oulder.     I  ima- 
gined that  his  weapon  had  perforated 
my  lungs,  and  of  confequcnce  that  the 
wound   was  mortal;  therefote,    deter- 
mined not  to  die  unrevenged,   I  feized 
his  mel  I,  which  was  clofe  to  my  brealt, 
before  he  could  difentangle  his  point, 
and  keeping  it  faft  with  my  left  hand, 
ftiortened  my  own  fword  with  my  right, 
intending  to  run  him  through  ilie  h'rai  i  ; 
but  he  receired  the  thruft  in   the  left- 
arm,     which    penetrated    up    to    the 
moulder  blade.     Difappointed    in  this 
expectation,  and   afraid  (till  that  death 
would  fruftrate  my  revenge,  I  grappled 
with  him,  and  being  much  the  (trooger, 
threw  him  upon  the  ground,   where  I 
wreltcd  his  fsvord  out  of  hi?  hand,  and 
fo  great  was  my  confufion,  inftead  of 
turning  thf  point  upoa  him,  ftruck  out 


three  of  his  fore-teeth  with  the  hilt.  ^.In 
in  time,  our  fervants  feeing  ut 
fall,  ran  u;>  to  feparate  and  affift  usj 
but  before  their  approach  I  was  upon 
my  feet,  aad  had  difcovered  rlj.it  my 
I  mortal  wound  was  only  a 
flight  fcratch.  The  knowledge  of  my 
own  fafety  difarmed  me  of  a  good  deal 
of  my  refentment,  and  I  began  to  en- 
quire with  Come  concern  into  the  fitua- 
tiori  of  my  antagonilt,  who  remained 
on  the  ground  bleeding  plentifully  at 
his  mouth  and  arm.  I  helped  his  foot- 
man to  raifc  him,  and  having  bound 
up  his  wound  with  my  handkerchief, 
allured  him  it  was  not  dangerous ;  I 
likewife  reltored  his  fword,  and  offered 
to  fupport  him  to  his  houfe.  He 
thanked  me  with  an  air  of  fullen  dig- 
nity; and  whifpering  that  I  mould 
hear  from  him  Coon,  went  away,  lean- 
ing on  his  fervant's  moulder. 

I    was    furprized    at    this    promife, 
which   I  conftrucd  into  a  threat,  and 
refolved,  if  ever  he  fhould  call  me  out 
again,  to  ufe  whatever  advantage  for- 
tune might  give  me  over  him,  in  ano- 
ther manner.     In  the  mean  time,  1  had 
leifure  to  take  notice   of  Strap,    who 
feemed  quite  itupified  with  horror:  I 
comforted   him  with  an  alTurance  that 
I   had   received  no  danrige,    and  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  this  affair  as  we 
w:ilked    homewaid.     Uy    that    time   I 
had  got   into  my  apartment,  I  found 
the  wound  in   my  neck   It  iff  and    un- 
eafy,   and  a  good  deal  of  clotted  blood 
run  down  upon  my  ihirt;  upon  which, 
I   pulled  oft"  my   coat    and   wailtcoat, 
and  unbuttoned  my  collar,  that  1  might 
drefs  it  with  more  eafe.     My  friend  no 
fooner  perceived   my    (liirt   quite  dyed, 
with  blood,  than,  imagining  I  had  got 
at  leaft  twenty  thouUnd  wounds,    he 
cricJ,  '  O    Jefus!'  and  fell  flat  on  the 
floor.     I  Itopt  the  bleeding  with  a  lit- 
tle dry  lint,  and  applying  apUilterover 
it,    cleanfed    mylelf    from    the    gore, 
fli  ft'.-d  ;inJ  drefled,  while  he  lay  lenfs- 
Icfs  at  my  feet;  fo  that  when  he  reco- 
vered, and  fuv  me- perfectly  well,   ho 
could     fcarcc    believe   his    own    eyes. 
Now  that  the  danger  was  palt,   I  was 
very  well  plcaled  with  what  had  hap- 
pened, hoping  that  it  would  foon  be- 
come   known,    and   confequcntly  dig-» 
nify  my   character  not  a  little  in  thi$ 
pl.ice.     I   was    alfo   proud    of  having 
/hewn  myfclf.   in  fome  thape,  worthy 
the  love  of  N-ir.ifTa;  who,  I  was  per* 
F  f  iuaded, 
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faaded,  would  not  think  the  worfe  of 
me  for  what  1  had  done. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

I  AM  VISITED  BY  FREEMAN,  WITH 
WHOM  I  APPEAR  IN  PUBLIC,  AND 
AM  CARESSED— AM  SENT  FOR  BY 
LORD  QjnVERWIT,  WHOSE  PRE- 
SENCE i  qyn  IN  A  PASSION — 

NARCISSA  IS  CARRIED  OFF  BY 
HER  BROTHER — I  INTEND  TO 
PURSUE  HIM,  AND  AM  DIS- 
SUADED BY  MY  FRIEND— EN- 
GAGE IN  PLAY,  AND  LOSE  ALL 
MY  MONEY — SET  OUT  FOR  LON- 
DON— TRY  MY  FORTUNE  AT 
THE  GAMING-TABLE,  WITHOUT 

SUCCESS RECEIVE      A      LETTER 

FROM  NARCISSA—  BILK  MY  TAY- 
LOR. 

WHILE  I  entertained  myfelf 
with  thefe  reflexions,  the  news 
of  the  duel  being  communicated  by 
fome  unknown  channel,  fpread  all  over 
the  town.  I  was  vifited  by  Freeman, 
who  telJified  his  furprize  at  finding  me; 
for  he  was  told  that  Lord  Qiuverwit 
being  dead  of  his  wounds,  I  had  ab- 
iconded,  in  order  to  avoid  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  law.  I  afked  if  people 
guefied  the  occafion  of  the  quarrel; 
and  underftanding  it  was  attributed  to 
Juts  lordfliip's  refentment  of  my  reply 
in  the  Long-room,  confirmed  that  con- 
je&iire,  glad  to  find  Narciffa  unfu- 
fpe&ed.  My  friend,  after  I  had  af- 
fured  him  that  my  antagonifl  was  in  no 
danger,  wifheJ  me  joy  of  the,  event; 
than  which,  he  laid,  nothing  could 
happen  more  opportunely  to  fupport 
the  idea  he  had  given  of  my  character 
to  his  friends,  among  whom  he  had 
t>een  very  afliduous  in  my  behalf. 

On  the  ftrength  of  this  affurance,  I 
went  with  him  to  the  coffee-houfe, 
where  I  was  faluted  by  a  great  many 
of  thofe  very  perfons  who  had  fliun- 
ned  me  the  preceding  day;  and  I:  found 
every  body  making  merry  with  the 
ftory  of  Melinda's  French  gallant. 
While  I  remained  in  this  place,  I  re- 
ceived a  meflage  from  Lord  Quiverwit, 
(lefiring,  if  I  was  not  engaged,  to  fee 
pie  at  his  houfe. 

Thither  I  immediately  repaired,  and 
was  conducted  to  an  apartment  where 
I  was  received  by  his  lord  (hip  in  btd. 


When  we  were  left  hy  ourfelvej,   htf 
thanked  me  in  very  polite  terms,   for 
having  ufed  the  advantage  fortune  had 
given  me  over  him  with  fuch  modera- 
tion} and  aflced  pardon  for  any  offence 
his    refentment    might    have    prompt- 
id  him  to  commit.     *  I  would   will- 
ingly,'   faid    he,    '  make    you    my 
friend;    but    as    it  is  impoflible  for 
me  to  divert  myfelf  of  my  palfion  for 
Narcifla,  I  am  too  well  convinced  of 
your  fentiments,    to  think  we  (half 
ever  agree  on  that  fulijecl.     I  took 
the  liberty,  therefore,  of  fending  for 
you,   in  order  to  own  candidly,  that 
I  cannot  help  oppofing  your  fuccefs 
with  that  young    lady;    though,    at 
the  fame  time,  I  promife  to  regulate 
my  oppofition  by  the  dictates  of  juf- 
tice  and  honour;   this,   however,    J 
think  proper  to  advertise  you  of,  that 
(he  has  no  independent  fortune,  and 
if  you  mould  even  fucceed  in  your 
addrefles,  you  would  have  the  mor- 
tification to  fee  her  reduced  to  indi- 
gence, unlefs  you  have  wherewithal 
to  fupport  her;  and  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed of  your  incapacity  that  way; 
nay,  I  will  confefs  that,  urged  by 
this  confideration,    I   have  actually 
fent   notice   to  her  brother,    of  jhe 
progrefs  I  fufpeft  you  have  made  in 
her  affection,  and  defurd  him  to  take 
his     precautions   accordingly/     A- 
larmed  and  provoked  at  this  informa- 
tion, I  told  his  !ord<hip  that  I  did  not 
fee  how  he  could  reconcile  that  piece 
of  conduct  with  his  profeflion  of  open 
dealing,  and  flung  away  from  him  in 
a  paflion. 

As  I  walked  homeward,  in  hopes  of 
hearing  from  my  miftrefs,  as  ulual,  by 
means  of  Mifs  Williams,  I  was  fur- 
prized  with  the  waving  of  a  handker- 
chief, from  the  window  of  a  coach  and 
fix  that  paffed  by  me  at  full  fpeed;  and 
upon  farther  obfervation,  I  favv  a  fer- 
vant  on  horfeback  riding  after  it,  who 
I  knew  by  his  livery  belonged  to  the 
fquire.  Thunder-ftruck  with  this  dif- 
covery,  the  knowledge  of  my  misfor- 
tune ruffled  all  at  once  upon  my  re- 
fieclion!  I  guefled  immediately  that 
the  fignal  was  made  by  the  dear  hand 
of  Narcifla;  who  being  hurried  away 
in  confequence  of  Lord  Quiverwit's 
meflage  to  her  brother,,  had  no  other 
method  of  relating  her  diflrefs,  and  im- 
ploring my  afliftance.  Frantick  with 
thi»  conje&ure,  I  ran  to  my  lodging*, 
{hatched 
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fr.atchcd  my  piftols,  and  ordered  Strap 
to  get  port -livJi Its,    with  luch  incolic- 

of  fpcech  and  diforder,  that  the 
poor  valet,  terrified  with  the  fufpicion 
of  another  duel,  inftcad  of  providing 
\\hut  I  deli  red,  went  forthwith  to  Free- 
man ;  who  being  informed  of  my  be- 
hnviour,  came  Itraight  to  my  apart- 
ment, and  conjured  me  fo  pathetically 
to  make  him  acquainted  with  the  caul'e 
of  my  uncaiineis,  that  I  could  not  re- 
fu li-  telling  him  my  happinefs  was  fled 
\vith  Narcifla,  and  that  I  muft  retrieve 
her  or  p'.rilh.  He  reprefcnted  the  mad- 
ncfs  of  fuch  an  undertaking,  and  en- 
deavoured to  divert  me  from  it  with 

lirength  of  friendfliip  and  rea- 
lun:  but  all  his  arguments  would  have 
been  ineffectual,  had  he  not  put  me  in 
mind  of  the  dependence  I  ought  to 
have  on  the  love  of  NarcifTa,  and  the 
attachment  of  her  maid ;  who  could  not 
fail  of  finding  opportunities  to  adver- 
tifc  me  of  their  fituation ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  demonstrated  the  injury  my 
charmer's  reputation  muft  fufier  from 
my  precipitate  retreat.  I  was  con- 
vinced and  Compofed  by  thefe  confide- 
rations :  I  appeared  in  publick  with  an 
air  of  tranquillity;  was  well  received 
by  the  beft  company  in  townj  and  my 
misfortune  taking  air,  condoled  ac- 
cordingly; while  I  had  the  fatisfaclion 
of  feeing  Melincla  fo  univerfally  dif- 
countenanced,  that  me  was  fain  to  re- 
turn to  London,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
feoffs  and  cenfure  of  the  ladies  at  Bath. 
But  though  tiie  hope  of  hearing  from 
the  darling  of  my  foul  fupported  my 
fpirits  a  little  while,  I  began  to  be  very 
uceafy,  when  at  the  end  of  feveral 
weeks  I  found  that  expectation  difap- 
pointed.  In  fhort,  melancholy  and 
defpondence  took  pofTefllon  of  my  foul ; 
and  repining  at  that  Providence  which, 
by  afting  the  itepmother  towards  me, 
kept  me  from  the  fruition  of  my  wifli- 
es,  I  determined,  ir  a  fit  of  defpair, 
to  rifk  all  I  had  at'the  gaming-table, 
with  a  view  of  acquiring  a  fortune  fuf- 
ncient  to  render  me  independent  for 
life,  or  of  plunging  myielf  into  fuch  a 
ftate  of  miferj,  as  would  efFe&ually 
crufh  every  ambitious  hope  that  now 
tortured  my  imagination. 

Actuated  by  this  fatal  refolution,  I 
engaged  in  play,  and  after  fome  turns 
of  fortune,  found  myfelf,  at  the  end 
of  three  days,  worth  a  thoufend  pounds} 
but  it  was  not  my  intention  to  flop 


there,  fur  winch  caufe  I  kept  Strap  ig- 
norant of  my  fuccefs,  and  continued 
my  career,  until  I  was  reduced  to  five 
guineas,  which  I  would  have  hazarded 
allb,  had  I  not  been  afliamed  to  fall 
from  a  bet  of  two  hundred  pound*  to 
inch  a  petty  Aim. 

Having  thus  executed  my  fcheme,  I 
went  home,  amazed  to  find  myielf  fo 
much  at  cafe,  and  informed  my  friend 
Strap  of  my  mifchance,  with  fucli 
calmnefs,  that  he  imagining  I  joked, 
affe&ed  to  receive  the  tidings  with  great 
equanimity.  But  both  he  and  I  found 
ourfelves  miftaken  very  foon.  I  had 
mifmterpreted  my  own  itupidity  into 
deliberate  refignation,  and  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  me  in  earned,  when  he 
faw  me  next  morning  agitated  with 
the  molt  violent  defpair,  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  alleviate  with  all  the  con- 
folation  in  his  power. 

In  one  of  my  lucid  intervals,  how- 
ever, I  charged  him  to  take  a  place  in 
the  Itage-coach  for  London;  and  in 
the  mean  time  paid  my  debts  in  Bath, 
which  amounted  to  thirty  millings  on- 
ly. Without  taking  leave  of  my  friends 
I  embarked,  Strap  having  the  good  for- 
tune to  find  a  return- hoi fe,  and  arrived 
in  town  without  having  met  with  any 
thing  remaikable  on  the  road.  While 
we  eroded  Bag/hot  Heath,  I  was  feized 
with  a  fort  of  inclination  to  retrieve  my 
fortune,  by  laying  paflengers  under 
contribution,  in  foune  luch  place.  My 
thoughts  were  fo  circumftanced  at  this 
time,  that  I  mould  have  digeited  the 
crime  of  robbery,  fo  righteoufly  had  I 
concerted  my  plan,  and  ventured  my 
life  in  the  execution,  had  I  not  been 
deterred  by  reflecting  upon  the  infamy 
that  attends  detection. 

The  apartment  I  formerly  lived  in 
being  unengaged,  I  took  poffeflion  of 
ir,  and  next  day  went  in  queft  of  Ban- 
ter, who  received  me  with  open  arms, 
in  expectation  of  having  his  bond  dif- 
charged  to  his  liking;  but  when  he 
undeiftood  what  had  happened,  his 
countenance  changed  of  a  fudden,  and 
he  told  me  with  a  drynefs  of  difpleafur* 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  that  if  he  was  >• 
my  place,  he  would  put  it  out  of  for- 
tune's power  to  play  him  fuch  another 
trick,  and  be  avenged  of  his  own  in* 
difcrction  at  once.  When  I  defired  him 
to  explain  his  meaning,  he  pointed  to 
his  neck,  railed  himfelf  on  his  tip- 
tots,  and  wa»  going  away  without  any 
F  f  »  fart:  ,  p 
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farther  ceremony,  when  I  put  him  in 
mind  of  my  indigence,  and  demanded 
the   five  guineas    I  had  formerly  lent 
him.       '  Five     guineas!'      cried     hej 
zounds!    had   you    acled  with  com- 
mon prudence,  you  might  have  had 
twenty  thouland  in  your  pocket  hy 
this    time.     I    depended    upon    five 
hundred  from  you,  as  much  as  if  I 
had  had  notes  for  it  in  the  Bank;  and 
by  all  the  rules  of  equity,   you  are 
indebted  to  me  for  that  fum.'     I  was 
neither  pleafed  nor  convinced  by  this 
computation,  and  infifted  on  my  right 
with  fuch  determined    o'oftinacy,    that 
he  was  fain  to  alter  his  tone,  and  ap- 
peaie  my  clamour,  by  afluring  me  that 
he  was   not   matter   of   five   (hillings. 
Society  in  diftrefs  generally   promotes 
good    underltanding     among     people; 
i'rom  being  a  dun,  I  deicended  to  be 
a  client,   and  afked  his   advice   about 
repairing  my  lofTes.     He  conn  felled  me 
to  have  iccourfe  again  to  the  gaming- 
table, where  I  fucceeded  fo  well  before, 
and  put  myfelf  in  a  condition,  by  fell- 
ing my  watch.     I  followed  his  direc- 
tions, and  having-  accommodated  him 
with  a  few  pieces,  went  to  the  place, 
where  I  loit  every  milling. 

Then  I  returned  to  my  lodgings  full 
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'•  O  Lord!  that  ever  we  mould  come 
'  to  this  !  Are  we  not  enjoined  to  re- 
'  fign  oui  (elves  to  the  will  of  Heaven? 
'  where  is  your  patience?  Durum  pa- 
1  tientia  frango — you  are  but  a  young 
«  man — there  may  be  many  good 
'  things  in  (lore  for  you — accidit  in 
'  punElo  quid  non  fperatur  in  anno—' 
'  remember  your  uncle,  Mr.  Bowling} 
'  perhaps  he  is  now  on  his  voyage 
'  homeward,  pleating  bimfeif  with  the 
*  hopes  of  feeing  and  relieving  you; 
'  nay,  peradventure  he  is  already  ar- 
'  rived,  for  the  (hip  was  exptcled  about 
'  this  time.'  A  ray  of  hope  (hot 
athwart  my  foul  at  this  fuggelUon;  I 
thanked  my  friend  for  his  ieafonahle 
recollection,  and  after  having  promiied 
to  take  no  refclution  till  his  return, 
difmifled  him  to  Wapping  for  intelli- 
gence. 

In  his  abfence  I  was  vifited  by  Ban- 
ter, who  being  informed  of  my  bad 
luck  at  play,  told  me,  that  fortune 
would  probably  be  one  day  weary  of 
perfecming  me.  '  In  the  mean  time,* 
laid  he,  '  here  is  a  letter  for  you, 
'which  I  received  juft  now  enclol'ed 
'  in  one  from  Freeman.''  I  (hatched 
it  with  eagernefs,  and  knowing  the 
fuperfcription  to  be  of  NarciflVs  hand- 


of    defperate    refutation;    and   having     writing,  kiifed  it  with  transport,   and 
made  Strap  acquainted  with  my  fate,     having  opened  it,  read- 
ordered  him  to  pawn  my  (word  imme- 
might  be  enabled   to 


•diately,    that   I 

make  another  effort.  This  affectionate 
creature  no  fooner  underftood  my  pur- 
pofe,  than  feized  with  infupprefiible 
forrow  at  the  profpeft  of  my  mifery, 
he  burft  into  tears,  and  afked  what  I 
propofed  to  do  after  the  fmall  fum  he 
could  raife  on  the  fword  (hould  be 
fpent.  '  On  my  own  account,'  faid  he, 
1  am  quite  unconcerned;  for  while 
God  fpares  me  health  and  thef'e  ten 
fingers,  I  can  earn  a  comfortable 
fubfillence  any  where;  but  whatmuft 
become  of  you,  who  have  lefs  hu- 
mility to  (loop,  and  more  appetites 
to  gratify?'  Here  I  interrupted  him, 
by  laying  with  a  gloomy  alpeft,  I 
ihould  never  want  a  refource  while  I 
had  a  loaded  piftol  in  my  pofleffion. 
Stupified  with  horror  at  this  dreadful 
infmuation,  he  (toed  mute  for  fome 
time,  and  then  broke  out  into — '  God 

•  of  his  infinite   meicy  enable  you  to 
«  withlbnd  that  temptation  of  the  de- 
«  vil!     Confider   your   immortal    foul; 

*  tbeie  is  no  repentance  in  the  grave! 


T  T  is  with  great  difficulty  that 
•*•  '  I  have  (tolen  from  the  obferva- 
tion  of  thofe  fpies  who  are  fet  over 
me,  this  opportunity  of  telling  you, 
that  I  was  fuddenly  carried  away 
from  Bath,  by  my  brother,  who  was 
informed  of  our  correfpondence  by 
Lord  Qmverwit,  whom  I  fmce  un- 
derltand  you  have  wounded  in  a 
duel  on  my  account.  As  I  am  fully 
convinced  of  your  honour  and  love, 
I  hope  I  (hall  never  hear  of  fuch  def- 
perate  proofs  of  tither  for  the  future. 
I  am  fo  ftriclly  watched,  that  it  will 
be  impofTible  for  you  to  fee  me,  un- 
til my  brother's  fufpicion  (hall  abate, 
or  Heaven  contrive  fome  other  un- 
forefeen  event  in  our  behalf.  In 
the  mean  time,  you  may  depend  on 
the  conftancy  and  affeclion  of  your 
own 

«  NARCISSA. 

P.  S.     Mifs  William*, -who  is  my 

*  fellow-prifoner,  defires  to  be  re- 

*  mernbeied 
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«  mcmbfred    to    you.     We-   an 
in  go'J    hr.iltli,    nnJ    only    in   pain 
for    y>"';    •!'»•(  i  'ilv,    ns    it    will    he 
•  >n»ey 

'     ;-r   to   the   phce 
rea- 

I    fiom    the    attempt, 
that.  "Tying,     might    pro- 

long our  captivity. 


This  kinJ   letter   afforded  me  grent 

.lion;     I     communicated     it     to 

I    at    the    I'.inif   time  fh<w:l 

him  hrr  j';-  i;,  Droved    of  her 

,   I'er.lV,   and  con  id   not 

:t  my  neglect  of  Mils 

s  excuUble,   when  1'icli   a 

iiiie  creature  engrorTed  my  attention. 

I  In.;.  in  t.-  !><•  reconciled  to  my  fate, 
and  imagined,  that  if  I  could  contrive 
ot  luhfifting  until  my  mine 
uY>uUl  arrive,  in  cafe  he  was  not  already 
at  lio.ne.  he  would  enable  metodofome- 
thing  effectual  in  behalf  of  my  love  and 
famine.  I  therefore  confulted  Banter 
about  a  prefent  fupply;  who  no  fooner 
,  ilood  tint  I  had  credit  with  atay- 
lor,  than  he  advifed  me  to  take  off  two 
or  three  fuits  of  rich  cloaths,  and  con- 
veit  them  into  cam,  by  felling  them 
at  half  price  to  a  (alefman  in  Mon- 
mouth  Street.  I  was  (brtled  at  tiiis 
piopolal,  which  I  thought  favoured  a 
little  of  fraud;  but  he  rendered  it  palat- 
able, by  obferving,  that  in  a  few  months 
I  might  be  in  a  condition  to  do  every 
body  juftice;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
I  was  acquitted  by  the  honefty  of  my 
intention.  I  fuffered  inyfclf  to  be  per- 
fuaded  by  this  falvo,  by  which  my 
neceflity,  rather  than  my  judgment, 
was  convinced}  and  when  I  found 
there  were  no  accounts  of  the  fhip  in 
which  my  uncle  embarked,  actually 
put  the  fcheme  in  practice,  and  raifed 
by  it  five  and  twenty  guineas,  paying 
him  for  his  advice  with  the  odd  five. 


CHAP.     XXV. 


I  AM  ARRESTED — CARRIED  TO  THE 

MARSHALSE'A FIND    MY    OLD 

ACQUAINTANCE  BEAU  JACKSON 
IN  THAT  GAOL — HE  INFORMS  ME 
OF  HIS  ADVENTURES — STRAP 
ARRIVES,  AND  WITH  DIFFICUL- 
TY IS  COMFORTED— JACKSON 


INTRODUCES    ME    TO    A     POET— 
I     A:  IS     CONVERSATION 

AND     CAPACITY    AM     OH-.Vl.T 

Af,  \    ITH      MY     Ml' 

TUNE — STRAP      HIRES      H1MSM.? 
AS   A  JOURNEYMAN   BARB2R. 

BUT  this  expedient  was  in  a  few 
,     attcn  led    with    a     confc- 
qu<M.C'-  a    phyer 

^  purchUl  I  one  of  the  fuiti 
were  txp'-K-d  to  dlr,  ap- 
!  in  it  on  th?  linge  ore  ni^ht, 
my  taylor  u!:f'c.r:u:iatdy  hap- 
to  be  prefent.  lie  knew  it  im- 
mediately; and  empirm^  minutely  into 
the  affair,  difcovered  my  whole  con- 
trivance; upon  which  he  came  to  my 
lodgings  a iv I  t"l!ifg  me  that  he  wag 
very  much  itra-tcivjd  for  want  of  mo- 
ney, prefented  his  bill,  which  amount- 
ed to  50!.  Surprized  at  this  unex- 
pected addn-fs,  I  affected  to  tre.u  him 
cavalierly,  fwore  fome  oaths,  alkcd  if 
he  doubted  my  honour,  and  telling 
him  I  mould  take  care  who  I  dealt 
with  for  the  future,  bade  him  come 
again  in  three  days.  He  obeyed  me 
punctually,  d  •  <  anded  his  money,  an! 
finding  himfelf  amufed  with  bare  pro- 
,  airefted  me  that  very  day  in  the 
Itn-et.  I  was  not  much  fhocktd  at 
this  adventure,  which,  indeed,  put  a» 
end  to  a  (tate  of  horrible  expectation} 
but  I  refufcd  to  go  to  a  fptiuging- 
houfe,  where  I  heard  there  was  no- 
thing but  the  moft  flagrant  imposition; 
and  a  coach  being  called,  was  earned 
to  the  Marfhalfea,  attended  by  a  bai- 
liff and  his  follower,  who  were  very 
much  difappointed  and  chagrined  at 
my  rcfolution. 

The  turnkey  gutffing,  from  ray  ap- 
pearance, that  I  had  money  in  my  poc- 
ket, received  me  with  the  repetition  of 
the  Latin  word  depone,  and  gave  me  to 
understand,  that  I  mult  pay  before- 
hand for  the  apartment  I  fliculd  chufc 
to  dwell  in.  I  defjred  to  fee  his  ccm- 
veniencies,  and  hired  a  fiuall  pau'try 
bed  chamber  for  a  crown  a  week, 
which,  in  any  other  place,  would  not 
have  let  for  half  the  money.  Having 
taken  pofTeflion  of  this  dilinal  habita- 
tion, I  fent  for  Si'rap,  and  my  thoughts 
werebufied  in  collecting  matter  of  con- 
folation  to  that  faithful  /quire,  when 
fomebody  knocked  at  my  door,  which 
I  no  fooner  opened,  than  a  young  fel- 
low entered,  in  very  flubby  cloaths. 
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and  marvellous  foul  linen.  After  a 
low  bow,  he  called  me  by  name,  and 
afked  if  I  had  fdrgot  him.  His  voice 
affifted  me  in  reconciling  his  perfon, 
whom  I  foon  recognized  to  be  my  old 
acquaintance  Jackfon,  of  whom  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  firft  part  of  my  Me- 
moirs. I  faluted  him  cordially,  ex- 
prefled  my  fatisfaclion  at  finding  him 
alive,  and  condoled  him  on  his  prefent 
Situation;  which,  however,  did  not 
feem  to  affeft  him  much,  for  he  laugh- 
ed very  heartily  at  the  occafion  of  our 
meeting  fo  unexpectedly  in  this  place. 
Our  mutual  compliments  being  paft,  I 
enquired  about  his  amour  with  the 
lady  of  fortune,  which  feeined  to  be 
fo  near  a  happy  conclusion  when  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  laftj  and 
after  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter, 
be  gave  me  to  understand,  that  he  had 
been  egregioufly  bit  in  that  affair. 

•  You  mult  know,'   faid  he,    '  that  a 

•  few    days  after  our  adventure  with 

•  the  bawd  and  her  b — ches,  I  found 

•  means  to  be  married  to  that  fame  fine 

•  lady   you   fpeak   of,   and   paffed   the 

•  night  with  her  at  her  lodgings,    fo 

•  much  to  her  fatisfaftion,  that  early 

•  in  the  morning,  after  a  good  deal  of 

•  fniveling   and   fobbing,   (lie   owned, 

•  that  far  from  being  an  heirefs  of  great 

•  fortune,  (he  was  no  other  than  a  com- 

•  mon  woman  of  the  town,   who  had 

•  decoyed  me  into  matrimony,    in  or- 
'  der  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a  femme 

•  couverte\  and  that  unlefs  I  made  my 

•  efcape  immediately,   I  fliould  be  ar- 
'  refted  for  a  debt  of  her  contracting, 
'  by  bailiffs  employed  and   inftructed 

•  for  that   purpofe.     Startled   at    this 

•  intimation,  I    rofe  in  a    twinkling, 

•  and  taking  leave  of  my  fpoufe  with 

•  feveral  hearty   damns,  got  fafe  into 

•  the  verge  of  the  court,  where  I  kept 

•  fnug  until  I  was  appointed  furgeon's 
«  mate  of  a  man  of  war  at  Portfmouth : 
'  for  which  place  I  let  out  on  Sunday, 

•  went  on   board   my   (hip,    in    which 
«  I  failed  to  the  Straits,  where  I  had 
«  the  good  fortune  to  be  made  furgeon 

•  of  a  floop  that  came   home    a    few 

•  months  after,    and  was  put  out  of 

•  commiflion;    whereupon    I   came    to 

•  London,  imagining  myfelf  forgotten, 

•  and  freed  from  my  wife  and  her  cre- 

•  ditors;  but  had  not  been  in  town  a 

•  week  before  I  was  arreited  for  a  debt 

•  of    her's,    amounting  to    20  I.    and 

•  brought     Co    this   piacc,    where    I 


have    been  fixed  by   another   aclioa 
fince    that     time.      However,     you 
know   my   difp«fition,    I   defy   care 
and  anxiety,  and  being  on  the  half- 
pay  lift,  make  fliift  to  live  here  tole- 
rably eafy.'     I  congratulated  him  on 
his  philofophy,  and  remembering  that 
I  was  in  his  debt,  repaid  him  the  money 
he  formerly  lent  me,  which,  I  believe*, 
was  far   from  being  unfeafonable.     I 
then  enquired  about  the  ceconomy  of 
the  place,   which   he  explained   to  my 
fatisfaflion;  and  after  we  had  agreed  to 
mefs  together,  we  were  juft  going  to  give 
orders  for  dinner,  when  Strap  arrived. 
I  never  in  my  life  faw  forrow  fo  ex- 
travagantly exprefied    in    any   counte- 
nance, as  in  that  of  my  honed  friend ; 
which  was,  indeed,   particularly  adapt- 
ed  by   nature    for    fuch    impreflions. 
When   we  were   left   by   ourfelves,    I 
communicated  to  him  my  difafter,   and 
endeavoured  to  confole  him   with    the 
fame  arguments  he  had  formerly  tifed 
to   me,   without  repreienting   the   fair 
chance   I   had    of   being  relieved   in  a 
ftiort  time  by  Mr.  Bowling.     But   hi* 
grief  was    unutterable;    he    feemed    to 
give  attention    without   liftening,    and 
wrung  his  hands  in   filence;   fo  that  I 
was  in  a  fair  way  of  being  infected  by 
his  behaviour,  when  Jackibn  returned, 
and  perceiving  the  deference  I  paid  to 
Strap,   although  in  a  footman's  habit, 
distributed  his  crumbs  of  comfort  with 
fuch    mirth,    jollity,    and   unconcern, 
that  the  features  of  the  diftrefled  /quire 
relaxed  by   degrees,    he   recovered  the 
ufe  of  fpeech,  and  began  to  be  a  little 
more    reconciled    to    this    lamentable 
event.     We   dined  together  on  boiled 
beef  and  greens,  brought  from  a  cook's 
fliop  in    the   neighbourhood  j   and   al- 
though this  meal  was  ferved  up  in  a 
manner   little  correfponding   with   the 
fphere  of  life  in   which   I  had   lately 
lived,  I  made  a  virtue  of  neceflity,  ate 
•with   good    appetite,    and    treated   my 
friends  with  a  bottle  of  wine,  which 
had   the   defired   effeft,   of    increafmg 
the  good  humour  of  my  fellow- prifo- 
ner,    and  exhilarating    the    fpirits   of 
Strap,    who   now  talked  cavalierly  of 
my  misfortune. 

After  dinner,  Jackfon  left  us  to  our 
private  affairsj  when  I  defired  my 
friend  to  pack  up  all  our  things,  and 
carry  them  to  fome  cheap  lodging  he 
mould  chufe  for  himfelf  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Marfliallea,  after  he 
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t»an"  difcharged  my  lodging,  for  which 
jjvn  puff  I  gave  him  money.  I  like- 
wtfe  recommcndi-d  to  liiin  the  keeping 
ivy  misfortune  fecret,  and  frying  to 
my  hndluid,  or  any  other  who  m»uld 
cnqiii  ,  tint  I  was  gone  into 

the  cotintiy  In  -i  few  weeks;  *t  the 
fame  time  I  laid  Hrong  injunctions  upon 
htm  to  call  every  fccond  day  upon  Ban- 
frr,  in  cafe  lie  mould  receive  any  letter 
toi  me  fn.m  N.ircilfh,  by  the  canal 
of  Freeman;  and  by  ail  means  to  leave 
a  direction  for  mylelf,  at  my  uncle's 
lodgings  in  Wapping,  by  which  I 
t  be  found  when  my  kinfinan 
Ihotild  airive. 

When  he  departed  to  execute  thefe 
orders,  (which,  by  thebyej  were  punc- 
tually   performed    that   very   night)  I 
found  my  (elf  fo  little  feafoned  to  my 
fit  nation,    th:it    I    dreaded    reflect  ion, 
and  fought  (belter  from  it  in  the  com- 
pany ot  the  beau;  who,  promifmg  to 
regale   me  with  a  lecture  upon  tafte, 
conducted    me   to    the   common  fide, 
where  I  faw  a  number  of  naked  mi- 
frrable   wretches   aflfembled    together. 
We    had    not    been    here   many    mi- 
nutes, when  a  figure  appeared,  wrapt 
in   a  dirty  rug,    tied  about  his  loins 
with  two  pieces  of  lift,  of  different  co- 
lours,    knotted    together;     having    a 
black  bufliy  beard,    and  his  head  co- 
vered with  a  huge  mafs  of  brown  peri- 
wig, which  feemed  to  hav€  been  i  avifli- 
<d  from  the  crown  of  fome  (care- crow. 
This  apparition,  (talking  in  with  great 
folemnity,    made   a.  profound  bow  to 
the  audience,  who  fignified  their  appro- 
bation by  a  general  refponfe  of,  '  How 
*  d'ye  do,  doctor?'  He  then  turned  to- 
wards us,  and  honoured  Jackfon  with 
a   particular   falutation:    upon    which 
my  friend,  in  a  formal  manner,  intro- 
duced   him  to  me   by    the    name    of 
Mr.  Melopoyn.  This  ceremony  being 
over,   he  advanced  into  the  middle  of 
*he   congregation,   which   crouded   a- 
round  him,  and  hemming  three  times, 
to  my  utter  nltoniflimem,  pronounced 
•with    great   Significance  of  voice   and 
gefture,   a  very  elegant  and  ingenious 
difcourfe  upon  the  difference  between 
genius  and  tafte,   i.'lultraung  liis  afler- 
tions  with  apt  quotations  from  the  bed 
authors,  ancient  as  well  as  modern. 
When  be  had  finiflicd  his  harangue, 
rrhich   laffed  a  full   hour,   he   bowed 
to  the   fpectatorsj    not  one  of 
i,  I  was  informed,  undcrtfood  Co 


much  as  a  feotence  of  vfhat  he  had  ut- 
tered. They  manifested,  however,  their 
admiration  and  efteem,    by  volunt.uy 
contribution,  which,  Jackfon  told  me, 
one  week  with  another,  amounted  to 
eighteen    pence.     This    moderate   fti- 
pend,    together   with   fome  final!  pre- 
fents  that  he  received  for  making  up  dif- 
ferences, and  deciding  catifes  arr.ongft 
the  prifoners,  juft  enabled  him  to  breath* 
and  walk  about,  in  the  grotefque  figure 
I   have  defcrihed.     I  understood,  allb, 
that  he  was  an  excellent  poet,  and  had 
compofed  a  tragedy,  which  was  allow- 
ed by  every  body  who  had  feen  it,  to 
be  a  performance  of  great  merit;  that 
his   learning  was  infinite,  his    moral* 
unexceptionable,  and  his  modefty  in- 
vincible.    Such  a  character  could  not 
fail  of  attracting  my  regard;  I  longed 
impatiently  to  be  acquainted  with  him, 
and  defued  Jackfon  would  engage  him 
to  fpend  the  evening  in  my  apartment. 
My  requeft  was  granted,  be  favoured 
us  with  his  company,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  our  convention,  perceiving  that  I 
had  a  ftrong  paflion  for  the  Belles  Let- 
tres,  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well  on  that 
fubject,  that  I  exprefled  a  fervent  de- 
fire  of  feeing  his  produaions.     In  thi* 
point  too  he  gratified  my  inclination: 
he  promised  to  bring  hit  tragedy  to  mr 
room  nextd:iy,  and  in  the  mean  time 
entertained    me    with    fome  detached 
pieces,  which  gave  me  a  very  advanta- 
geous idea  of  his  poetical  talent.     A- 
roong  other  things,  I  was  particularly 
plealed    with   fome  elegies,  in   imita- 
tion of  Tibullus;  one  of  which  I  be* 
leave  to  fubmit  to  the  reader,   as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  hi$  complexion  and  capacity. 

I. 

WHERE,  now,  are  all  my  flatt'ring 
dreams  of  joy? 
Monimia,  give  my  foul  her  wonted  red; 

Since  firit  thy  beauty  fix'dmy  roving  eye, 
Heart-gnawing  canes    corrode   my   penive 
breaft! 

II. 

Let  happy  lovers  %  where  pleafuret  calf. 
With  feffive  fong  beguile  the  fleeting  houri 
Lead  beauty  thro'  the  mazes  of  the  ball, 
Or  prefs  her  wanton  in  love's  rifcate  bower 

111. 
For  me,  no  more  I'll  range  th'  empurpled 

mead, 
Where  fiiepherds  pipe,    and   virgin*  dance 

around  j 
Nor  wander  thro'  the  woodbine's  fra«tnt 

/hade, 
T«  heir  the  mufick  of  the  grove  refound. 

iv.  r» 
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1*11  feek  fome   lonely  church,  or  dreary 

hal, 
Where    fancy  paints  the  glimmering  taper 

blue, 
Where  damps  hang   mouldering   on    the 

ivy'd  wall. 

.Jind  Ihceted  ghofts  drink  up  the  midnight 
dew. 

V. 
There,    Icagu'd  in  hopelefs  anguifh  and 

defpair, 

A  while  in  filence  o'er  my  fate  repine: 
Then  with  a  long   fatewcl  to  love  and 

care, 
To  kindred  duft  my  weary  limbs  conflgn. 

VI. 

Wilt  thou,  Monimia,  (Tied  a  gracious  tear, 

On  the  cold  grave  where  all  my  forrows  ieft? 

Strew    vernal   flow'rs,    applaud   my  Jove 

fincere, 
And  bid  the  turf  lie  eafy  on  my  bread! 

I  was  wonderfully  affected  with  'this 
pathetick  complaint,   which   feemed  fo 
well  calculated/or  my  own  difappoint- 
ment    in  love,    that  I  could  not  help 
attaching  the  idea  of  Narcifla   to  the 
name   of  Monimia,    and    of  forming 
fuch  melancholy  piefages  of  my  paf- 
fion,  that  I  could  not  itccver  my  tian- 
quiiiity;  and  was  fain  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  bottle,  which  prepared  me  for  a 
profound  fieep,  thnt  1  could  not  other- 
wire    have    enjoyed.     Whether     thefe 
imprellions    invited  and    introduced   a 
train  of  other  melancholy  reflections, 
or  my  fortitude  was  si!  exhausted  in 
the  effort  I  had  made  againit  defpon- 
dence,  during  the  fiift  day  of  my  im- 
prifonment,    I   cannot   determine;    but 
1  awoke  in  the  horrors,  and  found  my 
imagination    haunted    with    fuch    dif- 
mal   apparitions,    that  I  was  ready   to 
defpair:  and  I  believe  the  reader  will 
own,  I  had  no  great  caufe  to  congra- 
tulate myfelf,    when  I  confidered  my 
Ctuation.     I    was    interrupted   in    the 
uiidft  of  thefe  gloomy  apprehenfiorrs, 
fcy  the  arrival  of  Strap,    who  contri- 
buted not  a  little  to  the  re-eftablifli- 
tnent  of  my  peace,  by  letting  me  know 
Ifhat  he  had  hired  himfelf  as  a  journey- 
man   barberj     by    which     means    he 
would  be  not  only  able  to  fave  me  a 
coafiderabie>  expence,    but  even  make 
iiih  to  lay  up  iomething  for  my  fub- 
fiftence    after    my    money    mould    be 
{pent,  in  cafe  I  (hould  not  be  relieved 
fcjfoie. 


CHAP.     XXVI. 
i    READ    MELOPOYN'S    TRAGEDY, 

AND  CONCEIVE  A  VAST  OPINION 
OF  HIS  GENIUS — HE  RECOUNTS 
HIS  ADVENTURES. 

WHILE  we  ate  our  breakfafl 
together,  I  made  him  acquain- 
ted with  the  character  and  condition  of 
the  poet,  who  came  in  with  his  play  at 
that  mftant,  and  imagining  we  were 
engaged  about  bufmefs,  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  fit;  but  leaving  his 
performance,  went  a  way.  My  friend's 
tender  heart  was  melted  at  the  fight  of 
a  gentleman  and  chriftian  (for  he  had 
a  great  veneration  for  both  ihefe  epi- 
thets,) in  fuch  mifery;  and  affented 
with  great  chearfulnefs  to  a  propofal  I 
made  of  cloathing  him  with  our  fuptr- 
fluities;  a  talk  with  which  he  charged 
hJrnfeU,  and  departed  immediately  to 
perform  it. 

He  was  no  fooner  gone  than  I  lock- 
ed my  door,  and  fat  down  to  the  tra- 
gedy, which  I  read  to  the  end  with  vart 
pleafure,  not  a  little  amazed  at  the 
conduct  of  the  managers  who  had  re- 
jected it.  The  fable,  in  my  opini- 
on, was  well  chofcn,  and  naturally 
conducted,  the  incidents  intereftlng, 
the  characters  beautifully  co.uralKd, 
ftrongly  marked,  and  well  fupportedj 
the  diction  poetical,  fpirited,  and  cor- 
rect; the  unities  of  the  drama  main- 
tained with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exa&- 
^nefs;  the  opening  gradual  and  engng- 
mg,  the  peripetietaia  furpiizing,  and 
the  cataftrophe  affecting:  in  fhort,  I 
judged  it  by  the  laws  of  Ariftotle  and 
Horace,  and  could  find  nothing  in  it 
exceptionable,  but  a  little  too  much 
embcllifhment  in  fome  few  places, 
which  objection  he  removed  to  my  fa- 
tisfaclion,  by  a  quotation  from  Aii- 
irorle's  Poeticks,  importing,  that  the 
leaft  interesting  parts  of  a  poem  ought 
to  be  raifed  and  dignified  by  the  charms 
and  energy  of  diction. 

I  revered  his  genius,  and  was  feized. 
with  an  eager  curiofity  to  know  th« 
particular  events  of  a  fortune  fo  un- 
worthy of  his  merit.  At  that  inftant 
Strap  returned  with  a  bundle  of  deaths, 
which  I  fent  with  my  compliments  to 
Mr.  Melopoyn,  as  a  fmall  token  of 
my  regard,  and  defued  the  favour  of 

kit 
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hii  company  to  dinner.     He  accepted 

imitation,  and  in  Ids  than 

ir  made  his  appearance  in  a 

decent  drels,  which  altered  his  figure 

very  much  to  his   advantage.     I   per- 

;    by    his    countenance,  that    his 
was  big  with  gratitude,  and  -.n- 
deivourrd  to  prevent  his  acknowledg- 
by  nlking  pardon  for  the  liber- 
ty  I   h.i.i    taken;  he   made   no   reply, 
:'h  an  alpeft  full  of  adiniration 
and  eilccm,  bowed  to  the  ground,  while 
the  tears  guflieJ  from  his  eyes.     Af- 

i  with  thdl-  I'yniptoms  of  an  in- 
genuous inin.1,  I  Ihifted  the  converfa- 
t:on,  and  complimented  hrn  on  his 
pei  formancc;  which,  I  allured  him, 
afforded  me  infinite  pleafure.  My  ap- 
probation made  him  happy.  Dinner 
being  ferved,  anil  Jackfon  arrived,  I 
begged  their  permifiion  for  Strap  to  fit 
at  table  with  us,  after  having  inform- 
ed them,  that  he  was  a  perfon  to  whom 
I  w«  extremely  obliged}  they  were 
kind  enough  to  grant  that  favour,  and 
we  ate  together  with  great  harmony 
and  fatisfa&ion. 

Our  meal  being  ended,  I  exprefTed 
my  wonder  at  the  little  regard  Mr. 
Melopoyn  had  met  with  from  the 
world  ;  and  fignified  a  deli  re  of  hear- 
ing how  he  had  been  treated  by  the 
managers  of  the  playhoufes,  to  whom, 
I  undierftood  from  Jackfon,  he  had  of- 
his  tragedy  without  fuccefs. 
'  There  is  fo  little  entertaining  in  the 
'  incidents  of  my  life,'  faid  he,  '  that 

*  I  am  lure  the  recital  will  not  recom- 
'  penfe  your  attention;   but  (ince  you 

*  diicovernn  inclination  to  know  them, 

*  I  Underhand  my  duty  too  well  to  dii- 
'  appoint  your  defire. 

*  \f  Y  father,  who  was  a  curate  in 
•*••*•  *  the  country,    being,    by    the 

*  nafrownefs     of    his     ciicumftances, 
'  hindered   from    maintaining    me   at 
'  the    univerlity,  took   the   charge   of 

*  my   education    upon    himfelf,    and 

*  laboured    with     fuch    induftry   and 
'  concern   in  the  undertaking,  that   I 

*  had  little  caufe  to  regret  the  want  of 
'  publick  matters.   Being  at  great  pains 
'   to  confult  my  natural  bi;is,  ha  dil- 
'  covered  in  me,  betimes,  an  inclina- 
'  tion  for  poetry;  upon  which  he  re- 
'  commended  me  to  an  intimate  ac- 
'  quaintance  with  the  claflicks,  in  the 
«  cultivation  of  which,  he  aflilled  me 
4  with  paternal  zeal,  and  uncommon 


«  erudition.      When   he  thought   me 
icntly  acquainted  with  the  an- 

*  cient«,  he  directed  mv  ftudiet  to  the 
'  belt  modern  authors,  French  and  Ita- 
'  lian,  as  well  as  Eoglifli,  and  laid  a 
'  particular    injunction   upon    me,   to 
'  make  myfelf  matter  of  my   mother 
'  tongue. 

•  About  the  age  of  eighteen  I  grew 
'  ambitious  of  undertaking  a  work  of 
'  fome  confsquence;  and,  with  my  fa- 
'  tber's  approbation,  actually  planned 
'  the  tragedy  you  have  read;  bnt  bf- 
1  fore  I  had  finifhed  four  a#s,  that 
'  indulgent  parent  died,  and  left  my 
'  mother  and  me  in  very  indigent  cir- 
'  cumftances.  A  near  relation  com- 
'  [villionaring  our  diltrefs,  took  us  into 
'  his  family,  where  I  brought  my  fable 
'  to  a  conclufion;  and  foon  affcr  that 

*  period   my  mother  quitted  this  life. 
'   When  my  forrow   tor   this   mel.in- 
'  choly  event  had  fubfided,  I  told  niy 
'   kinfman,    who   was    a  farmer,   that 
'  having  paid  my  laft  duty  to  my  pa- 
'  rent,  I  had  now   no  attachment  to 
'  detain  me  in  the  country,  and  there- 
'   fore  was  refolved  to  fet  out  for  Lon- 
«  don,  and  offer  my  play  to  the  itage, 

*  where  I  did  not  doubt  of  acquiring 
'  a  I  urge  m  ire  of  fame  as  well  as  for- 
'  tun-r,  in  which  cafe  I  ftould  not  be 
'  unmindful  of  my  friends  and   bene- 

rs.  My  coufm  was  raviftied 
'  with  the  pro-fpeft  of  my  felicity,  and 
'  willingly  contributed  towards  the 
'  expence  of  fitting  me  out  for  my  cx- 
'  pedition. 

'  Accordingly  I  took  a  place  in  the 
'  wa?gon»  and  arrived  in  town,  where 
'  I  hired  an  apartment  in  a  garret, 
1  willing  to  live  as  frugal  as  poffible, 
'  until  I  Ihould  know  what  I  had  to 

*  expect  from  the  manager,  to  whom 
'  I    intended  to   offer  my  play.     For 
•'  though  I  looked  upon  myfelf  as  per- 
'  feftly    fee ure    of  a   good    reception, 
'  imagining  that  a  patentee  would  be 
'  as  eager  to  receive,  as  I  to  prefent 
'   my    production;     I    did    not    know 
'  whether  or    not   he  might   be   pre- 
'  engaged  in  favour  of  another  author, 
'   a  circumftance  that  would  certainly 
'   retard    my    fuccefs.      On    this    con- 
'   lidcration,   too,  I  determined   to  be 
«  fpeedy  in   my  npplic  iti.>n,  and  even 
'  to  wait  upon  one  of  the   ma. 

*  the  very  next  day.     For  this  purpofe 

*  I  enquired  of  my  lanulord  if  he  knew 
«  where  cicher  or  both  of  them  lived; 

G  g  <  and 
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*  and   he  being  curious  to  know  my 
'  bufineis,  and  at  the  fame  time  ap- 
'  pearing  to  be  a  very  honeft   friend  - 

*  Jy  man,  (  a  tallow-chandler)  I  made 
'  him   acquainted    with     my    defignj 
'  upon  which  he 'told  me  that  I  went 

*  the   wrong   way    to   work;    that    I 

*  would  not  find  fuch  eafy  accefs  to  a 

*  manager  as  I  imagined;  and  that  if 

*  I  delivered  my  performance  without 
'  proper  recommendation,  it  would  be 
'  as  one  to  a  thoufand  if  ever  it  mould  he 
'  minded.     "  Take  my  advice,"  faid 
he,  "  and  your  bufinefs  is  done.    One 
**  of  the  patentees  is  a  good  catholick, 
*'  as  I  am,  and  ufes  the  fame  father 
**  who  confefles  me.     I  will  make  you 
**  acquainted   with   this   good   prieft, 
"  who  is  an  excellent  icholar,   and  if 
'*  he  mould  approve  of  your  play,  his 
"  recommendation  will  go  a  great  way 
"  in  determining  Mr.  Supple  to  bring 
"  it  on  the  ftage."     I  applauded   hrs 

*  expedient,  and  was  introduced  to  the 
'  friar;   who  having  perufed  the  tra- 

*  gedy,  was  pleafed  to  fignify  his  ap- 
'  probation,   and    commended  me    in 
'  particular,    for    having   avoided   all 
'  reflexions  upon   religion.     He  pro- 
'  mifed  to  ufe  all  his  influence  with  his 

*  fon  Supple  in  my  behalf,  and  to  in- 

*  form  himfelf  that  very  day,  at  what 
'  time  it  would   be  proper  for  me  to 
'  wait  upon  him  with  the  piece.     He 

*  was  punctual  in  performing  his  err- 

*  gagement,    and  next  morning  gave 
'  me  to  undei  (tand  that  he  had  men- 
«  tioned  my  affair  to  the  manager,  and 
'  that  I  had  no  more  to  do,  than  to  go 

*  to  his  houfe  any   time  in  the  fore- 

*  noon,  and   make  uie   of  his  name, 
'  upon  which  I  mould  find  immediate 
'  admittance*     I  took  this  advice,  put 

*  my  performance  in  my  bofom,   and 
'  having  received  directions,  went  im- 
'  mediately  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Sup- 
'  pie,  and  knocked  at  the  door,  which 

*  had  a  wicket  in  the  middle,    faced 
'  with  a  net-work  of  iron.     Through 

*  this  a  fervant  having  viewed  me  for 

*  fome  time,   demanded  to  know  my 
'  bulinefs.      I   told  him  my   bufinefs 

*  was  with  Mr.  Supple,   and  that  I 

*  came  from  Mr.  O'Varnifh.     He  ex- 

*  amined  my  appearance   once  more, 
'  then  went  away,  ^returned  in  a  few 
'  minutes,    and  faid   his   mafter  was 

*  bufy  and  could  not  be  feen.     Al- 
<  though  I  was  a  little  mortified  at  my 

i  v/a*  periuaded  that 
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'  my  reception  was  owing  to  K3r. 
1  Supple's  ignorance  of  my  errand;- 
'  and  that  I  might  meet  with  no  more 
'  obftruftions  of  the  fame  kind,  I 
'  defired  Mr.  O'Varnifh  to  be  my  in- 
'  troduftor  the  next  time.  He  com- 

*  plied  with  my  requeft,  and  obtained 

*  immediate  admittance  to  the  mana- 
'  ger,  who  received  me  with  the  ut- 

*  moil  civility,  and   promifed  to  read 
'  iny  play  with  the  firft  convenience. 

*  By    his   own    appointment   I    called 

*  again  in  a  fortnight,  but  he  was  gone 
'  out;  I  returned  in  a  week  after,  and 

*  the  poor  gentleman   was    extremely 

*  ill ;  I  renewed  my  vifit  in  a  fortnight 
'  after  that,  and  he  adored  me,  he  h?xl 
'  been  fo  much  fatigued  with  bufineis, 
'  that  he  had  not 'been  able  as  yet  to 
'  read  it  to  an  end,  but  he  would  take 
'  the    firft   opportunity;    and    in    the 
'  mean   time  obferved,   that  what  he 

*  had   juft  feen  of  it  was  very  enter- 
'  taming.     I   comforted   myfelf  wirh 
'  this  declaration  a  few  weeks  longer, 
'  at  the  end  of  which  I  appeared  agam 
'  before  his  wicket,   was  let  in,  and 
'  found  him  laid  up  with  the  gout.     I 
'  no  fooner  entered  his  chamber,  than 
'  looking  at  me  with  a  languiftiing  eye, 
'  he    faid,.    "    Mr.    Melopoyn,    I'm 
"  heartily  forry  for  an  accident  that  has 
"  happened  during  my  illnefs.     You 
tf  muft  know,    that    my   eldeft    boy, 
"  finding  your  manufcript   upon   the 
"  table  in   the  dining-room,  where  I 
"  ufed  to  read  it,  carried   it  into  the 
"  kitchen  and  leaving  it  there,  a  neg- 
"  ligent  wench  of  a  cook-maid,  mif- 
M  taking  it  for  wafte  paper,  has  ex- 
*'  pended  it  all  but  a  few  leaves  in  finge- 
"  ing  fowls  upon  the  fpit.    But  I  hope 
"  the   misfortune  is    not   irreparable, 
"  fince,    no  doubt,  you  have  feveral 
"  copies." 

*  I  proteft  to  yoa,  m-y  good  friend  Mr., 
1  Random,  I  was  extremely  mocked 
'  at  this  information;  but  the  good- 
'  natured  gentleman  feemed  to  be  fo 

*  much  affecled  with   my  misfortune, 

*  that  I  fupprefled  my  concern,  and  told 
'  him,  that  although  I  had  not  another 
c  copy,  I  fliould  be  able  to  retrieve  the 
'  lofs  by  writing  another  from  my  me- 
'  mory,    which   was   very   tenacious. 
'  You     cannot     imagine    how     well 
«  pleafed  Mr.  Suppl«  was  at  this  affu- 
'  ranct;  he  begged  I  would  fet  about 
c  it  immediately,  and  carefully  re»olvc 

*  and  rscolkft  every,  circumftance,  b«- 

«  foxa; 
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4  fore  I  pretended  to  commit  it  to  pa- 
*  per,  that  it  might  be  the  fame  indi- 
vidual play  that  he  had  pern  fed.  £n» 
couragcd  hy  this  injunction,  which 
pl.tmly  drnionltrated  how  much  he 
inti-i  cited  himfelf  in  the  affair,  I 
talked  my  remembrance  and  indultry, 
and  in  three  weeks  produced  the  exact 
iin.ige  of  the  former,  which  was  con- 
veyed to  him  by  my  good  friend  Fa- 
ther O'Varnirti,  who  told  me  next  day, 
that  Mr.  Supple  would  revife  it  fu- 
.perficially,  in  order  lo  judge  of  it's 
famenels  witli  the  other,  and  then 
give  his  final  anfwer.  For  this  exa- 
mination I  allotted  a  week;  and  in 
full  confidence  of  feeing  it  afted  in  a 
little  while,  demanded  an  audience  of 
the  manager,  when  that  term  was  ex- 
pired. But,  alas !  the  fealbn  had  flipt 
away  infenfibly,;  he  convinced  me, 
•that  if  my  play  had  been  put  into  re- 
hearfal  at  that  time,  it  could  not  have 
been  ready  for  performing  until  the 
end  of  March,  when  the  benefit 
nights  came  otx;  confequently  it 
would  have  interfered  with  the  inte- 
rell  of  the  players,  whom  it  was  not 
my  bufmefs  to  dilbblige. 
'  I  was  fain  to  acquiefce  in  thefe  rea- 
fons,  which  to  be  lure  were  extreme- 
ly juft;  and  to  referve  my  perform- 
ance for  the  next  feafon,  when  he 
hoped  I  would  not  be  To  unlucky. 
Although  it  was  a  grievous  difap- 
pointment  to.me,  who  by  this  time 
began  to  want  both  money  and  ne- 
cefTaries;  having,  on  the  Strength  of 
my  expectation  from  the  theatre, 
launched  out  into  lome  extravagan- 
cies, by  which  the  fum  I  brought  to 
town  was  already  almoft  confumed. 
Indeed,  I  ought  to  be  afliamed  at  this 
circumltance  of  my  conduces  for  my 
finances  were  fuificicnt,  with  good 
eeconomy.,  to  have  maintained  me 
comfortably  a  whole  year.  You 
will  perhaps  be  amazed  when  I  tell 
you  that  in  fix  months  I  expended 
not  a  farthing  lefs  than  ten  guineas  : 
but  when  one  confidecs  the  tempta- 
tions to  which  a  young  man  is  ex- 
pofed  in  this  great  city,  efpecially  if 
he  is  addicted  to  pleafui  e,  as  I  am,  the 
wonder  will  vanim,  or  at  lealt  abate. 
Nor  was  the  caufe  of  my  concern  li- 
mited to  my  own  (ituation  entirely: 
I  had  writ  an  account  of  my  good 
reception  to  my  kinfioan  the  f aimer, 


and  defired  him  to  depend  upon  me 
for  the  money  he  had  kindly  ac- 
commodated me  with,  about  the  end 
of  February;  which  promife  I  now 
found  mylelf  unable  to  perform. 
However,  there  was  no  remedy  but 
patience;  I  applied  to  my  landlord, 
who  was  a  very  good  Matured  man, 
candidly  owned  my  diftrefs,  and  beg- 
ged his  advice  in  laying  down  lome 
plan  for  my  fubfiltence.  He  readily 
pro  mi  fed  to  confult  his  confeiTor 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  in  the  mean 
time  told  me  I  was  welcome  to 
lodge  and  board  with  him,  until  for- 
tune  mould  put  it  in  my  power  to 
make  reliitution. 

'  Mr.  O'Varnifh  being  informed  of 
my  neccflity,  offered  to  introduce 
me  to  the  author  of  a  weekly  paper, 
who, 'he  did  not  doubt,  would  em- 
ploy me  in  that  way,  provided  he 
ihould  find  me  duly  qualified.;  but 
upon  enquiry  I  understood,  that  this 
journal  was  calculated  to  foment  di- 
vifions  in  the  commonwealth,  and  • 
therefore  I  defired  to  be  excufed  from 
engaging  in  it.  He  then  proposed 
that  I  mould  write  fomething  in  the 
poetical  way,  which  I  might  difpofe 
of  to  a  bookfeller  for  a  pretty  fum  of 
ready  money,  and  perhaps  eltablifh 
my  own  charter  into  the  bargain; 
this  event  would  infallibly  procure 
friends;  and  my  tragedy  would  ap- 
pear next  feafon  to  the  bed  advan- 
tage, by  being  Supported  both  by  in- 
terelt  and  reputation.  I  was  charmed 
with  this  profoeft,  and  having  heard 
what  friends  Mr.  Pope  acquired  by 
his  paftorals,  fet  about  a  work  of 
that  kind,  and  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks 
compofed  as  many  eclogues,  which  I 
forthwith  offered  to  an  eminent  book- 
feller,  who  defired  me  to  leave  them 
for  his  pertifal,  and  he  would  give 
me  an  anfwer  in  two  days.  At  tlie 
end  of  that  time,  I  went  to  him, 
when  he  returned  the  poems,  tell- 
ing me  they  would  not  anfwer  his 
purpofe,  and  fweetened  his  refufal 
by  faying  there  was  fome  good  cle- 
ver lines  in  them.  Net  a  little  de- 
je&ed  at  this  rebuff,  which  I  learned 
from  Mr.  O'Varnifli  was  owing  to 
the  opinion  cf  another  author,  whom 
this  bookfeller  always  confulted  on 
thefe  occafions,  I  applied  to  another 
perfou  of  the  fame  profeflion,  who 
G  g  x  «  told 
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told  me,  the  town  was  cloyed  with 
paftorals;  and  adviied  me,  if  I  in- 
tended to  profit  by  my  talents,  to 
write  fomething  Satirical  or  luicious, 
fuch  as  the  Button  Hole,  Shockey, 
and  Towzer,  The  Leaky  VeflTtl,  &c. 
and  yet  this  was  a  man  in  years, 
who  wore  a  reverend  periwig,  look- 
ed like  a  fenator,  and  went  regular- 
ly to  church.  Be  that  as  it  will,  I 
fcorned  to  proftitute  my  pen  in  the 
manner  he  propoitd,  and  carried  my 
papers  to  a  third,  who  afl'ured  me, 
that  poetry  was  entirely  out  of  his 
way;  and  aSked  if  I  had  got  never  a 
pitce  of  fecret  hiilory,  thrown  into 
a  feries  of  letters,  or  a  volume  of 
adventures,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Ro- 
binfbn  Crufoe,  and  Colonel  Jack, 
or  a  collection  cf  conundrums, 
wherewith  to  entertain  the  planta- 
tions. Being  quite  unfurnished  for 
this  dealer,  I  had  recourfe  to  ano- 
ther, with  as  little  fuccefs;  and  I 
verily  believe  Was  rejected  by  the 
whole  trade. 

'  I  was  afterwards  perfuaJed  to  of- 
fer myfelf  as  a  translator,  and  ac- 
cordingly repaired  to  a  perfon  who 
was  faid  to  entertain  numbers  of  that 
clafs  in  his  pay;  he  allured  me,  he 
had  already  :i  t.eat  deal  cf  that  work 
on  his  hands,  v.  hich  lie  did  not  know 
what  to  do  with;  obferved  that  tran- 
>1  ition  was  a  mere  diug,  that  branch 
of  literature  beinn;  over-llocked  with 
an  inundation  cf  authors  from  North 
Britain;  and  afked  what  I  would 
exptft  per  fhtet,  for  rendering  the 
Latin  clafh'cs  into  Englifli.  That  I 
might  not  make  myfelf  too  cheap,  I 
determined  to  let  a  high  price  upon 
my  qualifications,  and  demanded  half 
a  guinea  for  every  translated  meet. 
Half  a  guinea!"  cried  he,  ftaring  at 
me;  then  pauft-d  a  little,  and  faid 
he  had  no  occahon  for  my  fervice  at 
pie  Tent.  1  found  my  error,  and  re- 
iblving  to  make  amer.ds,  fell  one  half 
in  my  demand;  upon  which  he 
flared  at  me  again,  and  told  me  his 
hands  were  full.  I  attempted  others, 
without  finding  employment,  and 
was  actually  reduced  to  a  very  un- 
comfonable  profpeft,  when  I  be- 
thought inyfelf  of  offering  my  talents 
to  the  printers  of  halfpenny  ballads, 
and  other  fuch  occasional  effays  as 
?re  hawked 'about  the  ftreets.  With 
this  view,  I  applied  to  one  of  the 


'  moft  noted  and  vociferous  of  thw 
'  tribe,  who  directed  me  to  a  perfon 
'  whom  I  found  entertaining  a  whale 
'  crowd  of  them  with  gin,  bread  and 
'  cheefe;  he  carried  me  into  a  little 
1  back  parlour,  very  neatly  furnifhtd, 
'  where  I  fignified  my  defire  of  being 

*  enrolled  among  his  writers;  and  was 
'  afked    what    kind    of   compofition  I 
'  proleSFed.   Understanding  thai  my  in- 

*  clination  leaned  towards  poetry,  he 
'   expreffed  his  fatisfa&ion,  telling  me 
'  one  of  his  poets  had   loft   his  fenfes, 
'  and    was    confined    in    Bedlam;  and 
'  the    other   was    become   dozed  with 
'   diinking  drams;  fo  that  he  had  not 

*  done  any  thing  tolerable  thefe  many 
'  weeks.     When   I  propofed  that  we 
'   Should  enter  into  terms  of  agreement, 
4  he  gave  me  to  un'derttand,  that   his 
'  bargains   were    always    contiitional, 
'  and  his  authors  paid  in  proportion  to 
'  the  fale  of  their  works. 

•  Having  therefore  fettled  thefe  con- 
'  ditions,  which  (I  do  affuie  you)  were 
'  not  very  advantageous  to  me,  he  af- 
'  Signed  me  a  fubje£l  for  a  ballad, 
'  which  was  to  be  finished  in  two  hours  j 
'  and  I  retired  to  my  garret  in  order  to 
'  perform  his  injunction.  As  the  theme 
'  happened  to  futt  my  Saury,  I  cosn- 
'  pleated  a  pretty  fort  of  an  ode  within 
'  the  time  prefcribed,  and  brought  it 

*  to  him,  big  with  hope  of  profit  and 
'  applaui'e.     He  read  it  in  a  twinkling, 
'   arid  to   my  utter    aftonifliment,  told 
'   me  it  would  not  do;  though,  indeed, 
'   he  owned  I  wrote  a  good  hsnd,  and 
«  fpelled  very   well,  buV  my  language 
«  was   too  high  flown,  and  of  conle- 
'  quence  not  at  all  adapted  to  the  ca- 
'   pacity  and  tafte  of  his  ctiiicincrs.     I 
'  promifed  to  rectify  that  miitake,  and 
'  in  half  an  hour  humbled  my  ftile  to 
'  the  coinprehenfion  of  vulgar  readers; 
'  he  approved    of  the   alteration,  and 
'  gave  me  feme   kopes  of  fucceeding 
'  in   time,  though    he   obferved,  that 
f  my  performance  was  very  deficient 
4  in   the  quaintnefs  of  expreSTion  that 
'  pleafes   the  multitude:   however,  to 
'  encourage   me,  he  ventured  the  ex- 

*  pence  of  printing  and  paper,  and  if  I 
'  remember  aright,  my  Share  of  the  fale 
'  amounted  to  four-pence  halfpenny. 

'  From  that  day  I  Studied  the  Grub 
'  Street  manner  with  great  diligence, 

*  and  at  length  became  fuch  a  profi- 

*  cient,  that  my  works  were  in  great 
'  requcft  among  the  moft  polite  of  the 

«  chairmen, 


,  draymen,  hackney-coach- 

«    imn,    footmen,  and   Icivant   maids: 

..e  cnjovci!  the  phufure  of 

:  ^  my  productions  adorned  with 

«  cutb  palled   upon  the  wall  as  orna- 

.,;s    in    beer-cellars    and    toblns 

«   (t.ilis;  :n. d  luive  actually  heard  them 

'  Amg  in  clubs  of  fubliamial   tradcf- 

'  men.     But  empty  praife,  you  know,  ' 

*  my  dear  friend,  will  not  lupply  the 

*  cravings  of  nature.     I  found  myfelf 

*  in  danger  of  ftarving  in  the  midll  of 

*  all  my  f;.mc  ;  for  of  ten  fongs  I  com- 
'  poftd,  it   was  will   if    two  had    the 

*  good   fortune   to    pleafe.      Fur    this 
«  real'on  I  turned  my  thoughts  to  prole; 

*  and  during  a  tracl   of  gloomy  wea- 

*  thrr,  publiflicd  an  apparition,  on  the 
«   fubftance  of  which  I   1'ubiiltcd  very 
«  comfoilaliiy  a  whole  month:  I  have. 
'  made   many   a   good    meal    upon   a 

*  manlier  ;  a  rape  has  often  afforded 
'  me  gieat  latis faction;  but  a  murder, 
'  well-timed,  was  my  never  failing  re- 
«  loiiice.     What  then!   1  was  a  mod 

*  milerable  Have  to  my  employers,  who 
«  expecled  to  be  furni/hed  at  a  minute's 

*  warning  with  prole  and  verfe,  juft  as 
'  they    thought    the   circumftances    of 
'  the  times  required,  whether  the  in- 
«  c'ination    was     abfent     or    prefent. 
4  Upon  my  fmcerity,  Mr.  Random,  I 
'  have  been  fo  much  peltered  and  be- 
'  fieged  by  thofe  children  of  clamour, 
«  that  life  became  a  burden  to  me.' 


CHAP.     XXVII. 

THE     CONTINUATION      AND      CON- 
CLUSION   OF    MR.  MELOPOYN'S 

STORY. 

'  T  Made  ihift,  notwithstanding,  to 
JL.  '  maintain  myfelf  till  the  begin- 
ning of  next  winter,  when  I  renew- 
ed my  addrerTes  to  my  friend  Mr. 
Supple,  and  was  moft  gracioufly  re- 
ceived. "  I  have  been  thinking  of 
your  affair,  Mr.  Melopoyn,"  laid  he, 
and  am  determined  to  mew  how  far 
I  have  your  intereft  at  heart,  by  in- 
troducing you  to  a  young  nobleman 
of  my  acquaintance,  who  is  remai  li- 
able for  his  fine  talh-  in  dramatick 
writings,  and  is,  befides,  a  man  ot 
fuch  influence,  that  if  once  he  mould 
approve  of  your  play,  his  patronage 
will  fupport  it  ag.t'mlt  all  the  ef- 
41  forts  of  envy  and  ignorance ;  fer  I 


"  do  allure  you,  that  merit  alone  will 
"  not  bring  fuccef*.     I  have  already 
fp  ke  of  your  performance  to  Lord 
Ranicj  and   if  you   will  call  at  my 
houie   in  a   day  or  two,  you   mall 
have  a  letter  of  introduction  to  hjs 
lordfhip."     I  was  fenflbly  touched 
with   this    mark    of    Mr.    Supple't 
fiiemlfhipi  and  looking  upon  my  af- 
fair as  already  done,  went  hems  and 
imparted    my    good   fortune  to   my 
landlord,    wlio,    to   render   my    ap- 
j'taiance  more  acceptable  to  my  pa- 
tron, procured  a  full  of  new  cloaths 
for  me  on  his  own  credit. 
*  Not  to  trouble  you  with  idle  par- 
ticulars, I  carried  my  tragedy  to  his 
lordfliip's  lodgings,  andfcnt.it   up, 
along  with  Mr.  Supple's  letter,  by 
one  cf  his  fcrvants,  who  dented  me, 
by  his   lord's  o>der,   to  return  in  a 
week.     I  did  fo,  and  was  admitted 
to  his  lordfiiip,  who  received  mev^ry 
courteoufly,  told  me  he  had  perufed 
my  play,  which  he  thought,  on  the 
whole,  was  the  beft  coup  d* cjfai  he 
had"  ever  feenj  but  that  he  had  maik- 
ed  fome  places  in  the  margin,  which, 
he  imagined  might  be  altered  for  the 
bitter.     I  was  tranfported  with  this 
reception,  and  promifed  (with  many 
acknowledgments    of  his    lordihip's 
guierofity)  to  be  governed  lolely  by 
his  advice   and   dire&ioo.     "  Well 
1  then,"  faid  he,  "  write  another  fair 
'  copy   with    the    alterations   I   have 
'  propofed,  and  bring  it  to  me  as  foon 
'  as  poffible;  for  I  am  refolved  to  have 
'  it  brought  on  the  ftage  this  winter.'" 
You   may   be  lure  I   let  about  this 
talk  with  alacrity;    and  although   I 
found    his  lordihip's   remarks  much 
more   numerous,    and    cf   lefs    im- 
portance, than  I  expecled,  I  thought 
it  was  not  my  interefi  to  diipute  upon 
trifles    with   my   patron  ;    therefore 
I  new-modelled  it  according  to  his 
defne  in  lefs  than  a  month. 
'  When  I  waited  upon  him  with  the 
manuicript,  I  found  one  of  the  ac- 
tors at  breakfali  with  his  lordfiiip, 
who  immediately  introduced  him  to 
my  acquaintance,  and  defired  him  to 
read  a  fcene  of  my  play.     This  talk 
he   performed   vtiy  much  to  my  fa- 
tisfaclion,    with  regard   to  emphalis 
and  pronunciation;  but  he  fignified 
his  difguft  at  feveral  words  in  every 
page,  which  I  prefuming  to  defend, 
Lord  Rattle  told  me  with  a  peremp- 
'  tory 
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tory  look,  I  muft  not  pretend  to  dif- 
pute  with  him,  who  had  been  a  player 
thefe  twenty  years,  and  underftood 
the  ceconomy  of  the  ftage  "better  than 
any  man  living.  I  was  forced  to 
(iibmit;  and  his  lordfiup  proposed 
tlie  fame  a<5tor  mould  read  the  whole 
play  in  the  evening,  before  fome 
gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance,  whom 
he  would  convene  at  his  lodgings  for 
fliat  puipofe. 

'  I  was  prefent  at  the  reading;  and 
I  proteft  to  you,  my  dear  friend,  I 
never  underwent  fuch  a  fevere  trial 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life,  'as 
at  that  junfturej  for  although  the 
player  might  be  a  very  honeft  man 
and  a  good  performer,  he  was  ex- 
ceflively  illiterate  and  arTuming,  and 
made  a  thoufand  frivolous  objec- 
tions, which  I  was  .not  permitted  to 
anfwer:  however,  the  piece  was  very 
much  applauded  on  the  wholej  the 
gentlemen  prefent,  who,  I  under- 
Ifood,  were  men  of  fortune,  pro- 
miiid  to  countenance  and  fupport  it 
as  much  as  they  could.;  and  Lord 
Rattle  .tifuring  me  that  he  would  ail 
the  part  of  a  careful  nurfe  to  it,  de- 
firetf  me  to  carry  it  home,  and  alter 
it  immediately  according  to  their  re- 
ma!  ks:  I  was  fain  to  acquiefce  in 
his  determination,  and  fulfilled  his 
injunctions  with  all  the  expedition  in 
my  power;  but  before  I  could  pre- 
fent the  new  copy,  my  good  friend 
Mr.  Supple  had  difpofed  of  his  pro- 
perty and  patent,  to  one  Mr.  Brayer; 
ib  that  f  re  ill  intereil  was  to  be  made 
with  die  new  manager.  This  t.ifk 
Lord  Rattle  undertook,  having  fome 
acquaintance  with  him,  and  recom- 
mended my  performance  fo  ftrongfy. 
that  it  was  received. 
*  I  locked  upon  myfelf  now  as  upon 
the  eve  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  all 
my  labour:  I  waited  a  few  days  in 
expectation  of  it's  being  put  into  re- 
hearfal,  and  wondering  at  the  de- 
lay, applied  to  my  worthy  pa- 
tron, who  excufed  Mr.  Brayer  on 
account  of  the  multiplicity  of  bufi- 
nefs  in  which  he  was  involved,  and 
bade  me  beware  of  teazing  the  pa- 
tentee. I  treafured  up  this  caution, 
and  exerted  my  patience  three  weeks 
longer;  at  the  end  of  which  his 
lorclfhip  gave  me  to  vmderftand,  that 
Mr.  Brayer  had  read  my  play,  and 
ovvjiul  it  had  uudubitabie  merit ; 
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but  as  he  had  long;  been  pre-engag- 
ed to  another  author,  he  could  not 
poflibly  reprefent  it  that  feafon; 
though,  if  I  would  referve  it  for  the 
next,  and  in  the  interim  make  fuch 
alterations  as  he  had  propofed  by 
o'bfervations  on  the  margin,  I  might 
depend  upon  his  compliance. 
'  Thunderrtruck  at  this  drfappoint- 
ment,  I  could  not,  for  fome  minutes, 
utter  one  fyllable:  at  length,  how- 
ever, I  complained  bitterly  of  the 
manager's  inuncerity  in  amufmg  me 
fo  long,  when  he  knew  from  the 
beginning  that  he  cowld  not  gratify 
my  defire.  But  his  lordfhip  repri- 
manded me  for  my  freedom,  laid  Mr. 
Brayer  was  a  man  of  honour,  ami 
imputed  his  behaviour,  with  refpeiSl 
to  me,  to  nothing  elfe  but  forgetful  - 
nefs.  And  indeed  I  have  had  fome 
reafjn,  fmce  that  time,  to  be  con- 
vinced of  his  bad  memory:  for,  in 
fpite  of  appearances,  I  will  not  allow 
my  lei  f  to  interpret  his  conduft  any 
other  way.  Lord  Rattle  obfcrving 
me  very  much  affecled  with  my  dif- 
appointment,  offered  his  imereft  to 
bring  on  my  play  at  the  other  houfe, 
which  I  eagerly  accepting,  he  forth- 
with wrote  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion to  Mr.  Bellower,  a&or,  and 
prime-minifter  to  Mr.  Vandal,  pro- 
prietor of  that  theatre:  and  defired 
me  to  deliver  it  with  my  tragedy  with- 
out lofs  of  time.  Accordingly,  I 
haftened  to  his  houfe,  where,  lifter 
having  waited  a  whole  hour -in  a  lob- 
by, I  was  admitted  to  his  prefence, 
and  my  performance  received  with 
great  itate.  He  told  me  he  was  ex- 
tremely bufy  at  prefent,  but  he  would 
perufe  it  as  foon  as  pofiible;  and 
bade  me  call  again  in  a  week.  I  took 
my  leave,  not  a  little  altoniihed  at 
the  port  and  Supercilious  behaviour 
of  this  ftage-player,  who  had  not 
treated  me  with  good  manners;  and 
began  to  think  the  dignity  of  a  poet 
greatly  impaired  fmce  the  days  of 
Euripides  and  Sophocles ;  but  all 
this  was  nothing  in  comparifon  of 
what  I  have  fince  obferved. 
«  Well,  Mr.  Random,  I  went  back 
at  the  appointed  time,  and  was  told 
that  Mr.  Bellower  was  engaged,  and 
could  not  fee  me.  I  repeated  my  vi- 
fit  a  few  days  after,  and  having  wait- 
ed a  confiderable  time,  was  favoured 
with  an  audience,  during  which,  he 
«  faid 
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*  frit!  he  InJ  not  as  yet  n- 1 1  mv  phy. 
.     Nettled  nt  this  ufage,  I  could  con- 

invl'-lt  no  longer,  but  telling 
him  I  imagined  lie  ww:ld  hav> 
more  deference  to  Lord  Ritth 
commendation,  demanded  my  m.uiu- 
(Viipt  with  fome  expreflions  of  re- 
fentiiunt.  "  Aye,"  faid  lie,  in  a  the- 
atrical tone,  "  with  all  my  heart." 
Then  pu-llinj  out  a  drawer  or  the 
bureau  at  which  he  In,  hu  took  out 
a  bundle,  and  threw  it  upon  a  table 
that  was  near  him,  pronouncing  the 
word,  "  There,"  with  great  dihlain. 
I  touk  it  tip,  and  perceiving  with  fome 
lurprizc,  that  it  was  a  comedy,  tofd 
him  it  did  not  belong  to  me;  upon 
which  he  offered  me  another,  which 
I  alfo  difclaimed.  A  third  was  pro- 
duced, and  rejected  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon.  At  length  he  pulled  out  a 
whole  handful,  and  fpread  them  be- 
fore me,  faying,  "  There  are  feven 
— "  take  which  you  pleafe— or  take 
'  them  all."  I  fmgled  out  my  own, 
and  I  went  away,  Itiuck  dumb  with 
admiration  at  what  I  had  feen,  not 
fo  much  on  account  of  his  infolence, 
as-  of  the  number  of  new  plays, 
which  from  this  circumftance  I  con- 
cluded were  yearly  offered  to  the 
ftage.  You  may  be  fure  I  did  not 
fail  to  carry  my  complaint  to  my  pa- 
tron, who  did  not  receive  it  with  aM 
the  indignation  I  expected;  but  taxed 
me  with  precipitation,  and  told  me 
I  muft  lay  my  account  with  bearing 
the  humours  of  the  players,  if  I  in- 
tended to  write  for  the  ftage.  "There 
1  is  now  no  other  remedy,"  faid  he, 
'  but  to  keep  it  for  the  next  feafon  for 
'  Mr.  Brayer,  and  alter  it  at  yourlei- 
'  fure,  in  the  fummer,  according  to 
'  his  directions."  i  was  now  reduced 
to  a  terrible  alternative,  either  to  quit 
all  hopes  of  my  tragedy,  from  which 
I  had  all  along  promifed  rrryfelf  a 
large  (hare  of  fortune  snd  reputation, 
or  to  encounter' eight  long  months 
of  adverfity  in  preparing  for  and  ex- 
peeling  it's  appearance.  This  laft 
penance,  painful  as  it  was,  feemed 
mod  eligible  to  my  reflection  at  that 
time,  and  thercfoie  1  refulvcd  to  un- 
dergo it. 
«  Why  fhonld  I  tire  yon  with  parti- 

*  culars  of  no  confequence!  I  wrcftled 

*  with  extreme  poverty  until  the  time 

*  of  my  probation  was  expired;  and 

*  went  to  my  Lord  Rattle,  in  vr4er  to 


remind  him  of  iny  affair;  when  I  ur.1- 
derltood,  to  my  great  concern,  that 
lus  loiillhip  was  jult  on  the  point  of 
going  abroad,  and,  which  was  ftiil 
more  unfortunate  to  me,  Mr.  Braycr 
h.ul  gone  into  the  country;  fo  th.lt 
my  generous  patron  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  introduce  me  personally,  as 
he  intended:  however,  he  wrote  a  very 
nrong  letter  to  the  manager  in  my 
favour,  :m<l  put  him  in  mind  of  the 
promife  lie  had  made  in  behalf  of  my 
play. 

''As  foon  as  I  was  certified  of  Bray- 
cr's  return,  I  went  to  his  houfe  with 
this  letter,  but  was  told  he  was  gone 
out.  I  called  again  next  day  early 
in  the  morning,  received  the  fame 
anfwer,  and  was  deftred  to  leave  my 
name  and  bufmefs;  I  did  fo,  and 
returned  the  day  after,  when  the  fer- 
vant  liill  affirmed  that  his  matter  was 
gone  abroad;  though  I  perceived 
him,  asl  retired,  obll-rving  me  through 
a  window.  Incenfed  at  this  dilcove- 
ry,  I  went  to  a  coffee- houfe  hard  by, 
and  inclofing  his  lordfoip's  letter  in 
one  from  myfelf.demanded  acategori- 
cal  anfwer.  I  lent  it  to  his  houfe  by 
a  porter,  who  returned  in  a  few  mr- 
nutes,  and  told  me  Mr.  Braver  would 
be  glad  to  fee  me  at  that  inltant.  I 
obeyed  the  fummons,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  fuch  profufion  of  compli- 
ments and  apologies,  that  my  refenr- 
ment  immediately  fubfided,  and  I 
was  even  in  pain  for  the  concern  which 
this  honeft  man  (hewed  at  the  mif- 
take  of  his  iervant,  who,  it  feems, 
had  been  ordered  to  deny  him  to  every 
body  but  me.  He  exprefled  the  ut- 
moft  veneration  for  his  good  and  no- 
ble friend  Lord  Rattle,  whom  he 
fhould  always  be  proud  to  fervej 
promifed  to  perufe  the  play  with  all 
difpatch,  and  give  me  a  meeting  upon 
it;  and  as  a  ttftimony  of  his  efteem» 
made  me  a  prrfent  of  a  general  or- 
der for  the  feafon,  by  which  I  mould 
he  admitted  to  any  part  of  the  the- 
atre. This  was  a  very  agreeable 
compliment  to  me,  whofe  greateft 
pleafure  confuted  in  feeing  drarnaticfc 
performances,  and  you  need  not 
doubt  that  I  often  availed  myfelf 
of  my  privilege.  As  I  had  ati  op- 
portunity of  being  behind  the  fccnes 
when  I  pleafed,  I  frequently  con- 
verfed  with  Mr.  Brayer  about  my 
y!iy,  and  afltcd  when  he  intended  to 

•  put 
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put  it  into  rehesrfal;  but  he  had  al- 
waysio  much  buiinels  upon  his  hands, 
that  it   remained  with  him  unopened 
a  eonfuieiable  while;  and  I  became 
very  uneafy  about  the   feafon,    that 
wailed  r-pace,  when  I  law  in  the  pa- 
pers,   another  new   play    advertii'td, 
which  had  been  written,  ofFtred,  ac- 
cepted, and  rehearfed,  in  thecompafs 
ot'  three  months.     You  may  eafily 
gtiefs  how  much   I  was  confounded 
at  this  event!  I  own  to  you,  that  in 
the   fiift   tranfport   of   my   anger,  I 
fufpe&ed  Mr.  Braver  of  having  .ril^d 
towards  me  in  the  molt  pitiful  perfi- 
dious manner;  and  was  actually  glad 
at    his  dit'appuintment  in  the  i'ir 
of  his  favouriie  piece,  whidi,  by  the 
lliength  of  ait,  lingered  till  the  third 
night,  and  then  died  in  a  deplorable 
manner.     But  now  that  paffion  has 
no  ftwre  in  my  reiltclion.    I  am  wil- 
ling to  afcribe  his  behaviour  to  his 
want   of  memoiy  or  want  of  judg- 
mtnt;  which,  you  know,  are  natural 
defects,  that  are  more  woitlvy  of  com- 
pallirn   than  reproach. 
<  About  this  time  I  happened  to  be 
in    coiv.piiny    with    a    gentlewoman, 
who  bavins;  heard  ot  my  tragedy,  told 
me  flic  was  acquainted  with  the  wife 
of  a  [rentliiinan  who  was  very    well 
known  to  a  lady  who  had  great  in- 
t  ere  ft  with  a  perfon  who  was  intimate 
with  Earl   Sheerwit,  and  that,   if  I 
plcaleii,  (he  would  u!e  her  influence 
in  my  behalf.    As  this  nobleman  had 
the  character  of  a  Mecsenas  in  the 
nation,  and  could  itamp  a  value  upon 
any  work  by  his  fole  countenance  and 
approbation,  I  accepted  her  offer  with 
eagernefs,  in  full  confidence  of  feeing 
my   reputation  eftablifhed,   and   my 
wimes  fulfilled  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
provided  that  I  mould  have  the  good 
fortune  to  pleafe  his  Icrdfhip's  tafte. 
I  withdrew  the  manufcript  from  t'he 
hands   of   Mr.    Brayer,    and   com- 
mitted it  to  the  care  of  this  gentle- 
woman,   who  laboured  fo  effectually 
in   my  inteielt,  that   in  lefs  than  a 
month  it  was  conveyed  to  the  earl, 
and   in  a  few  weeks  after  I  had  the 
latisfaclion  to  hear  that  he  read  and 
appi  oved  it  very  much .   Tranfported 
with   this    piece   of    intelligence,    I 
flattered  myielf  with  the  hopes  of  his 
huerefting  himfelf  in  it's  favour;  but 
hearing  no  more  of  the  mailer  in  three 
whole  months,  J  began  (God  forgive 


me!)  to  fufpect  the  veracity  of  the 
perfon  who  brought  me  the  good  ti- 
dings: for  1  thought  it  impolfible, 
that  a  man  of  his  rank  and  character, 
who  knew  the  difficulty  of  writing  a 
good  tragedy,  and  underftoodthe  dig- 
nity of  the  work,  mould  read  and 
applaud  an  efiay  of  this  kind,  with- 
out feeling  an  inclination  to  befriend 
the  author,  whom  his  countenance 
alone  could  raife  above  depetulance. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  I  found 
my  friend  very  much  wronged  by  my 
opinion.' 

'  You  muft  know  that  the  civilities 
I  had  received  from  Lord  Rattle,  and 
the  defire  he  manifeiled  to  promote 
the  fuccefs  of  my  play,  encouraged 
me  to  write  an  account  of  my  bad 
fortune  to  his  lordfhip,  who  conde- 
fcended  fo  far  as  to  defire,  by  letter, 
a  young  fquire  of  a  great  eftate,  with 
whom  he  was  intimate,  to  efpoufe 
mycaufe;  and,  in  particular,  make 
me  acquainted  with  one  Mr.  Mar- 
mozet,  a  celebrated  player,  who  had 
lately  nppeared  on  the  ttage  with 
aftonifhing  eclat,  and  bore  fuch  fway 
in  the  houfe  where  he  afted,  that  the 
managers  durft  not  refufe  any  thing 
he  recommended.  The  young  gen- 
tleman whom  Lord  Rattle  had  em- 
ployed for  this  purpofe,  being  diffi- 
dent of  his  own  intereit  with  Mr. 
Marmozet,  had  recourfe  to  a  noble- 
man of  his  acquaintance;  who,  at 
his  felicitation,  was  fo  good  as  to 
introduce  me  to  him;  arid  the  conver- 
fation  turning  upon  my  performance, 
I  was  not  a  little  furprized,  as  well 
as  pleafed,  to  hear  that  Earl  Sheer- 
wit  had  fpoken  very  much  in  it's 
praife,  and  even  fent  Mr.  Marmo- 
zet the  copy,  with  a  meflage  expref- 
fing  a  defire  that  he  would  aft  in  it 
next  feafon.  Nor  was  the  favourite 
aclor  backward  in  commending  the 
piece,  which  he  mentioned  with  fbme 
expreflions  of  regard  that  I  do  not 
chufe  to  repeat;  afluring  me  that  he 
would  appear  in  it,  provided  he 
mould  be  engaged  to  play  at  all  du- 
ring theenfuing  feafon.  IB  the  mean 
time,  he  defired  I  would  give  him 
leave  to  perufe  it  in  the  country, 
whither  he  intended  to  remove  next 
day,  that  he  might  have  leifure  to 
confider  and  point  out  fuch  altera- 
tions as  might,  perhaps,  be  neceffary 
for  it's  reprefentation  j  and  took  my 
•  direction, 
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direction,  that  he  might  communi- 
cate  by    letter    the  ohfrrvaiiuns   he 
monk'  make.     Trulting  to  thde  af- 
furanccs,  and  the  inteielt  which  hi  1 
been  mule  in  my  behalf,  I  hugged 
my ll- If  in   the  expectation   of  feeing 
it    n"t  only  afled,  but  afted  to  the 
greateft  advantage,  and  this  I  thought 
could  not  fail  of  recompenfing  me  in 
an    ample   manner   for  the   anxiety 
and  affliction  I  had   undrigone:  but 
fix   weeks   being  elapfed,   I  did  not 
know  how  to  reconcile  Mr.  M:umo- 
zet's    filence,    with    his   promife   of 
writing  to  me  in  ten  days  aficr  he 
fet   out  for  the   country;    however, 
I  was  at  laft  favoured  with  a  letter, 
impelling  that  he  had  made  fome  re- 
marks  on    my   tragedy,    which   he 
would  freely  impart  at  meeting,  and 
advifing  me  to  put  ir,  without  lofs 
of  time,  into  the  hands  of  that  ma- 
nager  who   had  the  beft   company; 
as  he  himftlf  was  quite  uncertain, 
whether  or  not  he  fhould  be  engaged 
that  winter.  I  was  a  good  deal  alarm- 
ed at  this  laft  part  of  his  letter,  and 
advifed  about  it  with  a  friend,  who 
told  me,  it  was  a  plain  indication  of 
Mr.  Marmozet's  defire  to  get  rid  of 
iiis  promife:  that  his  pretended  un- 
certainty about  his  acling  next  win- 
ter, was  no  other  than  a  fcandalous 
ev:ifion;  for,   to  his    certain   know- 
ledge,   he  was  already   engaged,  or 
at  Icalt  in  terms,  with  Mr.  Vandal; 
and  thit  his  dcfign  was  to  difappoint 
me,    in   favour  of  a  new   comedy, 
winch  he  hud  purchafcd  of  the  au- 
thor, and  intended  to  bring  upon  the 
ftage  for   his   own   advantage.      In 
fhort,  my  dear  Sir,  this  perfon,  who, 
I  mult  owir,  is  of  a  fanguine  com- 
plexion,  handled   the  moral  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Marmozet  with  fuch  ie- 
verity,   that  I  began  to  fufpecl  him 
;  of    fome    particular    prejudice,    and 
'  put  inyfeU  upon   my  guard  againft 
1  his  insinuations.     I  ought  to  crave 
1  pardon  for  this  tedious  narration  of 
\  trivial    circumitances;   which,    how- 
1  ever  intereiting  they  may  be  to  me, 
1  muft  certainly  be  very  dry  and  infipid 
1  to   the   ear  of   one   unconcerned  in 
'  the    affair.     But   I   underftand    the 
1  meaning  of  your    looks,    and    wjll 
1  proceed.     Well,  Sir,    Mr.  Marmo- 
'   zet,  upon   his  return  to  town,  treat- 
1   ed  me  with  uncommon  conjpluifance, 
'  and    invited    me    to   his  lodgings, 


'  where  he  propofed  to  communicate 

*  hi»  remarks,  which  I  confefg  were 
'  more  unfavourable  than  I  expecledj 
'  but  I  anfwered   his  objections,  and, 
'  as  I  thought,  brought  him  over  to 
'  my  opinion;    for,  on  the  whole,  he 

*  fignified  the  higheft  approbation  of 
'  the  performance.     In  the  courfe  of 
'  our  difpute,   I  was  not  a  little  fur- 
'  prized  to  find  this  poor  gentleman's 
'  memory  fo  treacherous,  as  to  let  him 
'  forget  what  he  had  faiJ  to  me  be- 
'  fore  he  went  out  of  town,  in  regp.r.i 
'  to  Earl   Sheerwit's    opinion    of   my 
'  play,  which  he  now  profeffcd  him- 
'  kit  ignorant  of;  and  I  was  extreme- 
'  ly  mortified  at  hearing  from  his  own 
'  mouth,  that  his   interest  with    Mr. 
'  Vandal  was  fo  very  low,  as  to  be  in- 
'  fufficient  of  itfelf  to  bring  a  newpicca 
1  upon  the  ftage.     I  then  begged  hi* 
'  advice;  and  he  counfelled  me  to  ap- 
'  ply  to  Earl  Sheerwit  for  a  merTage 

*  in  my  favour  to  the  manager,  who 

*  would   not    prefume  to  refufe    any 

*  thing  recommended    by   fo  great   a 
'  man;  and  he  was  fo  kind  as  to  pro- 
'  mife  to  fecond  this  melFage  with  all 
'  his   power.     I   had   immediate    re- 

*  courle  to  the  worthy  gentlewoman, 
'  my  friend  already    mentioned,  who 
'  opened  the  channels  of  her  convey- 
'  ance  with  fuch  expedition,  that  in  a 
'  few  days  I  had  a  promife  of  the  mef- 
'  fage,  provided  I  could  afl'ure  myfelf 
'  of  Mr.  Vandal's  being  unengaged  to 

*  any   other  author;    for  his   lordfhip 
'  did  not  chufe  to  condefcend  fo  far, 
'  until  he  mould  underltand  that  there 
'  was  a  probability,  at  leaft,  of  luc- 
'  ceeding;  at  the  lame  time  that  blef- 
'  fed  me  with   this  piece  of  news,  I 
'  was  (tartled  at  another  by  the  fame 
'  canal  of  communication;  which  w::s, 
'  that  Mr.  Marmozet,   before  he  ad- 
'  vilcd  me  to  this  application,  had  in- 
'  formed  the  earl  that  he  had  read  my 
'  play,  and   found  it  altogether  unfit 

*  for  the  ftage.     Though  I  could  not 
'  doubt  the   certainty  of  this  intelli- 
'  gence,  J  believe  there  was  fome  mif- 

*  apprehenficn  in  the  cafe;  and,  with- 
'  out  taking  any  notice  of  it,  told  Mr. 
c  Marmozet   the  anlwer   I    had    been 
'  favoured  with,  and   he  promifed  to 
'  afk  Mr.  Vandal   the  queftion    pio- 
'  pofed.     I  waited  upon  him  in  a  day 
'    or  two,  when  he  gave  me  to  undei  - 
'  ftand,  that  Mr.  Vandal  having  prof  cf- 

*  fed  himfclf  free  of  all  engagements,  he 

H  h  '  had 
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'  had  put  ray   play  into  his   hands, 
f  and  reprefented  it  as  a  piece  ftrongly, 

*  recommended  by  Ear!  Sheerwit,  who 
'  (he  affined  him)  would  honour  him 

*  with  a  meflage  in  it's  favour;  and  he 

*  defired  me  to  call  for  an  ani'wer  at 
'  Mr.  Vandal's  houfe,  in  three  days. 
1  I  followed  his  directions,  and  found 

*  the  manager;  who,   being  made  ac- 
'  quainted    with   my  bufmefs,   owned 
'  that  Mr.  Marmozet  had  given  him  a. 

*  manufcript  play,  but  denied  that  he 
«  had  mentioned  Earl  Sheerwit's  name. 

*  When  I  informed  him  of  the  ctrcum- 

*  ftances  of  the  affair,  he  faid  he  had  no 
'  engagement  with  any  author;  that  he 

*  would  read  my  tragedy   forthwith; 
'  and  did  not  believe  he  mould  ven- 

*  ture  to  rcjeft  it  in  contradiction  to 
'  his  lord  (hip's  opinion,  for  which  he 

*  had  the  utmoft  veneration,  but  put 
'  it    into    rehearfal    without   lofs    of 

*  time.      I  was   fo  much   intoxicated 
'  with    this    encouragement,    that    I 

*  overlooked    the    myfteriovs   conduct 
'  of  Mr.  Marmw.et,   and  attended  the 

*  manager  at  the  time  appointed;  when, 
'  to    my  infinite    confufion,    he   pro- 

*  nounccd  my  play   improper  for  the 
'  ftage,  and    rejected    it  accordingly. 

*  As  foon  as  I  could  recolleft  mylelf 

*  from  the  diforder  into  which  this  un- 
'  expe&ed  refufal  had   thrown   me,   I 
'  expreffed  a  defire  of  hearing  his  ob- 
'  jeclions,  which  were  fo  grotim'ilefs, 

*  indiftinft,  and  unintelligible,  that  1 

*  perfuacled  myfelf  he  had  not  at  all 

*  perufed    the    piece,    but    had   been 
'  prompted  by  fomebody,  whofe  JefTons 
"  lie  had  not  rightly  retained.     How- 
'  ever,    I  have  been   fince    informed, 
'  that  the  poor  man's  head,  which  was 

*  not  naturally  very  clear,   had   been 

*  difordered  with  faperftition,  and  that 

*  he  laboured  under  the  tyranny  of  a 
'  wife,  and  the  terrors  of  hell-fire  at 

*  the  fame  time.     Precipitated  in  this 
'  manner  from  the  higheft  pinnacle  of 

*  hope  to  the  abyfs    of   defpondence, 
'  I  was  ready  to  fink  under  the  bur- 
'  den  of  my  affl.iclion;  and  in  the  bit. 

*  ternefs   of  my   anguifh,    could  not 

*  help   entertaining    fome    donbis    of 

*  Mr.  Marmczet's  integrity,  when  I 

*  recollected   and    compared    the   cir- 
'  cumftances  of  his  conduct  towards 
'  me.     I  was  encouraged  in  this  fuf- 

*  picion,  by  being  told  that  my  i,crd 

*  Sheerwit  had  fyoke  of  his  character 
'  with  great   contempt;  and,  in  par- 


*  ticular,  refented  his  infolence  in  op- 

*  pofing  his  own  tafte  to  that  of  hi* 

*  lordlhip,    concerning   my    tragedy. 
'  While  I  hefitated  between  different 
'  opinions  of  the  matter,  that  friend, 

*  who,   (as  I  told  you  before)  was  a 
'  little  hot-headed,  favoured  me  with 

*  a  vifit;  and  having  heard  a  circum- 
'  ftantial  account  of  the  whole  affair, 

*  could    not  contain  his   indignation, 
'  but  affirmed,  without  ceremony,  that 

*  Marmozet  was  the  fole  occafion  of 
'  my  difappointment;  that  he  had  aft- 

*  ed  from  firft  to  laft  with  the  moft 

*  perfidious  diffimulation,  cajoling  me 
'  with  infmuating  civilities,  while  he 
'  under-hand  employed  all  his  art  and 
'  influence  to   prejudice  the    ignorant 

*  manager    againft    my   performance; 
'  that  nothing  could  equal  his  hypo- 
'  crify    but    his    avarice,     which    en- 

*  grofTed  the  faculties  of  his  foul   fo 
'  much,  that    he  fcrupled   not  to  b« 

*  guilty   of  the   meaneft   practices  to 

*  gratify  that  fordid   appetite;  that  in, 
'  confequence  of   this   difpofition,  he 

*  had  proftituted  his  honour  in  betray- 
'  ing  my  inexperience,  and  in  under- 
'  mining  the  intereft  of  another  author 
'  of  eftablifhcd    reputation,   who  had 
'  alfo  offered   a  tragedy  to  the  ftage, 
'  which   he   thought   would   interfere 
'  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  comedy  he  had 
'  bought,  and  determined  to  bring  on 
'  at  all  events. 

1  I  was  fhocked  at  the  defcription  of 

*  fuch  a  monfter,  which  I  could  not 
'  believe  exilted  in  the  world,  bad  as  it 

*  is,    and   argued    againft    the   afleve- 
'  rations   of   my   friend,    by    demon- 
'  (trating  the  bad  policy  of  fuch  beha- 
'  viotir,  which  could  not  fail  of  entail- 
'  ing  infamy  upon  the  author;  and  the 
'  fmall    temptation    that    a    man    of 
'  Mr.  Marmozpt's  figure   and  fucKi's 
'  could  have  to  coniult  his  intereft  in 
'  fuch    a   grovelling    manner,    which 
'  muft  create  contempt  and  abhorrence 

*  of  him  in  his  patrons,  and  effeclu- 
1  ally  deprive  him  of  the  countenance 
'  and  protection  he  now  enjoys  in  fuch 
'  an    eminent   degree.     He    pretended 

*  to   laugh    at     my     fimplicity,     and 
'  a/ked  if  I   knew   for  which  of  his 

'  virtues  he  was  Co  much  carefled  by  ' 
'  the  people  of "  fafhion.  "  It  is  riot/' 
'  faid  he,  "  for  the  qualities  of  his 
te  heart,  that  this  little  parafite  is  in- 
"  vited  to  the  tables  of  dukes  and 
<  lords,  who  hire  extraordinary  cooks 

«•  for 
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•'  for  hi*  entertainment |  his  av.uice 
«<  the.  ,    liis   ingratitude   they 

{eel  not ;  his  hypocnfy  accoinno- 
;  iifeif  to  tin ir  humours,  and  is 
of  conference  pleafing;  but  he  is 
cliicfly  courted  for  his  buffoonery, 
and  will  be  admitted  into  the  choiceft 
parties  of  quality  for  his  talent  «f 
mimickingPunch,  and  his  v»ife  Joan, 
when  a  poet  of  the  mod  exquifite 
'  genius  is  not  ahle  to  attract  the 
'  Itaft  rrgnrd.''  God  forbid!  Mr. 
Random,  that  I  mould  credit  nfTer- 
tions  that  degrade  the  dignity  of  our 
fupenors  fo  much,  and  reprefent  that 
poor  man  as  the  molt  abject  of  all 
beings!  No,  I  looked  upon  them 
as  the  hyperboles  of  paflion  ;  and 
though  that  comedy  of  which  he 
fpoke  did  actually  appear,  I  dare 
not  doubt  the  innocence  of  Mr. 
Marmozet,  who,  I  am  told,  is  as 
much  as  ever  in  favour  with  the 
earl;  a  circumttance  that,  lurely, 
could  not  be,  unlefs  he  had  vindi- 
cated his  character  to  the  fatisfailion 
of  his  lordfliip.  Pray  forgive  this 
long  digieilion,  and  give  me  the 
hearing  a  little  longer;  for,  thank 
Heaven  !  I  am  now  near  the  goal. 
'  Baffled  in  all  my  attempts,  I  de- 
fpaired  of  feeing  my  play  aftedj  and 
bethought  mjlclf  of  chufmg  fome 
employment,  that  might  afford  a 
lure,  though  mean  fuhfifrence  5  but 
my  landlord,  to  whom  I  was  by  this 
time  considerably  indebted,  and  who 
had  laid  his  account  with  hiving  his 
money  paid  all  in  a  heap,  from  the 
profits  of  my  third  night,  could  not 
brook  his  difappointment,  therefore 
made  another  effort  in  my  behalf, 
and  by  dint  of  intereft  piocured  a 
mtfTnge  from  a  lady  of  fafhion  to 
Mr.  Brayer,  who  had  always  pro- 
fited a  great  veneration  for  her,  de- 
firing  that  he  would  fet  up  my  play 
forthwith,  and  alluring  him  that  (he 
and  all  her  friends  would  fupport  it 
in  the  performance:  to  nrengthen 
my  interell,  fne  engaged  his  beft 
actors  in  my  caufe;  and  in  (hurt  ex- 
erted herfclf  fo  much,  that  it  was 
again  received,  and  my  hopes  began 
to  revive.  But  Mr.  Braytr,  honclt 
man,  was  fo  much  engrofled  by  bu- 
fmefs  of  valt  confupienct ,  though  to 
appearance  he  had  nothing  at  all  to 
do,  that  he  could  nut  find  time  to 
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read  it  until  the  feafon  was  pretty  far 
advanced;  and  read  it  he  muft,  for 
notwithltanding  his  having  pern  fed 
it  before,  his  memory  did  not  retain 
one  circumdance  of  the  matter. 
'  At  length  he  favoured  it  with  hit 
attention,  and  having  propofed  cer- 
tain alterations,  fent  his  duty  to  the 
lady  who  patronized  it,  and  pro- 
miied,  on  his  honour,  to  bring  it  on 
next  winter,  provided  thefe  altera- 
tions flionld  be  marlr,  and  the  copy 
delivered  to  him  before  the  end  of 
April.  With  an  aching  heart,  I 
fubmitted  to  thefe  conditions,  and 
performed  them  accordingly :  but 
fortune  owed  me  another  unforefeen 
mortification;  Mr.  Marmozet,  du- 
ring the  fummer,  became  joint- pa- 
tentee with  Mr.  Brayer,  fo  that 
when  I  claimed  performance  of  ar- 
ticles, I  was  told  he  could  do  no- 
thing without  the  confent  of  his 
partner,  who  was  pre-engaged  to 
another  author. 

'  My  condition  was  rendered  defpe- 
rate  by  the  death  of  my  good  friend 
and  landlord,  whofe  executors  ob- 
tained a  judgment  againft  my  effects, 
which  they  feized,  turned  me  out 
into  the  ftreets  naked,  friendlefs, 
and  forlorn;  there  I  was  arrefted  at 
the  fuit  of  my  taylor,  and  thrown 
into  this  prifon,  where  I  have  made 
fhift  to  live  thefe  five  weeks  on  the 
bounty  of  my  fellow-prifoners,  who, 
J  hope,  are  not  the  worie  for  the  in- 
(truclion  and  good  offices  by  which 
I  mamfeft  my  gratitude;  but  in  Ipite 
of  all  their  charitable  endeavours, 
my  life  was  fcarce  tolerable,  until 
your  uncommon  benevolence  ena- 
bled me  to  enjoy  it  with  comfort.' 


CHAP,   xxvnr. 

J  AM  SEIZED  WITH  A  DEEP  ME- 
LANCHOLY, AND  BECOME  A  SLO- 
VEN  AM  RELIEVED  BY  MY 

UNCLE — HE  PREVAILS  UPON  .Ml' 
TO  ENGAGE  WITH  KIS  OWNERS, 
AS  SURGEON  OF  THE  SHIP 

WHICH     HE     COMMANDS HE 

MAKES  ME  A  CONSIDERABLE 
PRESENT  —  ENTERTAINS  STRAP 

AS    HIS    STEWARD 1   TARE 

LEAVE  OF  UY  FRIENDS,  AND  GO 

11  h  a  ON 
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ON    BOARD— THE    SHIP    ARRIVES 
AT  THE  DOWNS. 

I  Shall  not  make  any  reflexions  on 
this  ftory,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
the  reader  muft  perceive  how  egregi- 
oufly  the  fimplicity  and  miiky  difpo- 
fition  of  this  worthy  man,  had  been 
duped  and  abufed  by  a  let  of  fcoun- 
drels,  who  were  fo  habituated  to  falfe- 
hood  and  equivocation,  that  I  verily 
believe  they  would  have  found  the 
utmolt  difficulty  in  uttering  one  fyl- 
]able  of  truth,  though  their  lives  had 
depended  upon  their  fincerity.  Not- 
withftanding  all  I  had  fuffered  from 
the  knavery  and  felfifhnefs  of  man- 
kind, I  was  amazed  and  incenfed  at 
the  bafe  indifference  which  fuffered 
fuch  uncommon  merit  as  he  pofllfied, 
to  languilh  in  obl'curity,  and  ftruggle 
•with  all  the  miferies  of  a  loathlbme 
gao!;  and  mould  have  bleiTed  theocca- 
fion  that  feel  tided  me  from  fuch  a  per- 
fidious world,  had  not  the  remem- 
brance of  the  amiable  Narcifla  pre- 
ferved  my  attachment  to  that  fociety 
of  which  flie  conftituted  apart.  The 
picture  of  that  lovely  creature  was  the 
conftant  companion  of  my  foHtude: 
how  often  did  I  contemplate  the  re- 
femblance  of  thofe  enchanting  features 
that  full  captivated  my  heart!  How 
often  did  I  weep  over  thofe  endearing 
fccnes  which  her  image  recalled!  and 
how  often  did  I  curfe  my  perfidious 
fate  for  having  robbed  me  of  the  fair 
original!  In  vain  did  my  imagination 
flatter  me  with  fchemes  of  future  hap- 
pinefs;  furly  reafon  always  interpofed, 
and  in  a  moment  overthrew  the  nn- 
ftibftantial  fabrick,  by  chaftifing  the 
extravagance  of  my  hope,  and  repre- 
Renting  my  unhappy  fituation  in  the 
right  point  of  view:  in  vain  did  I  fly 
for  refuge  to  the  amufcments  of  the 
place,  and  engage  in  the  parties  of 
Jack/on,  at  cards,  billiards,  nine- 
pins, and  fives;  a  train  of  melancholy 
thoughts  took  pcfTcfiion  of  my  foul, 
which  even  the  converfation  of  Melo- 
poyn  could  not  divert.  I  ordered  Strap  to 
enquire  every  day  at  Banter's  lodgings, 
in  expectation  of  hearing  again  from 
my  charmer;  and  my  difappointment 
confidcrably  augmented  my  chagrin. 
My  arTtclionate  valetwas  infccled  with 
my  Ibrrow,  and  often  fat  with  me 
whole  hours  without  fpeaking,  utter- 
ing fi^h  for  iigh,  and  Ihedding  tear  for 


tear.  This  fellowship  increafed  our 
distemper;  he  became  incapable  of  bu- 
finefs,  and  was  difcarded  by  his  mafter; 
while  I,  feeing  my  money  melt  away, 
without  any  certainty  of  deliverance, 
and,  in  fiiort,  all  my  hopes  fruftfated, 
grew  negligent  of  life,  loft  all  appe- 
tite, and  degenerated  into  fuch  a  floven, 
that  during  the  fpace  of  two  months 
I  was  neither  warned,  fhifted,  nor 
fhaved;  fo  that  my  face,  rendered 
meagre  with  abftinence,  was  obfcured 
with  dirt,  and  overfhadowed  with  hair, 
and  my  whole  appearance  fqualid  and 
even  frightful;  when,  one  day,  Strap 
brought  me  notice,  that  there  was  a 
man  below  who  wanted  to  Ipeak  with 
me.  Rouzed  at  this  intelligence,  and 
in  full  hopes  of  receiving  a  letter  from 
the  dear  objcft  of  my  love,  I  ran  down 
ftairs  with  the  utmoft  precipitation, 
and  found,  to  my  infinite  furprize,  my 
generous  uncle  Mr.  Bowling!  Tran- 
fported  at  the  fight,  I  fprung  forward 
to  embrace  him.  Upon  which  he 
ftarted  afide  with  great  agility,  drew 
his  hanger,  and  put  himfelf  upon 
his  guard,  crying,  '  Avaft!  brother, 
avaft!  Sheer  off.— Yo  ho!  you  turn- 
key, why  don't  you  keep  a  better 
look  out?  here's  one  of  your  crazy 
prifoners  broke  from  his  laihings,  I 
do  fuppofe.*  I  could  not  help  laugh- 
ing heartily  at  his  miftake;  but  this  I 
foon  rectified  by  my  voice,  which  he 
initantly  recollected,  and  (hook  me  by 
the  hand  with  great  affeflion,  teftify- 
ing  his  concern  at  feeing  me  in  fuch  a 
miferable  condition. 

I  conducted  him  to  my  apartment, 
where,  in  prefence  of  Strap,  whom  I 
introduced  to  him  as  one  of  my  beft 
friends,  he  gave  me  to  understand, 
that  he  was  ju(t  arrived  from  the  coalt 
of  Guinea,  after  having  made  a  pretty 
fuccefsful  voyage,  in  which  he  had  acT> 
ed  as  mate,  until  the  (hip  was  attacked 
by  a  French  privateer;  that  the  captain 
being  killed  during  the  engagement, 
he  had  taken  the  command,  and  was  fo 
fortunate  as  to  link  the  enemy;  after 
which  exploit  he  fell  in  with  a  mer- 
chant Jhip  from  Martinico,  laden  with 
fugar,  indigo,  and  fome  filver  ;  and, 
by  virtue  of  his  letter  of  marque,  at- 
tacked, took,  and  brought  her  fafe 
into  Kinfsle  in  Ireland,  where  She  was 
condemned  as  a  lawful  prize;  by 
which  means  he  had  not  only  got  a 
pretty  large  funi  of  money,  but  hlfo 
acquired 
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acquired   the  favour  of   his    owners, 

I  ready  conferred  upon   him 

uiinand  of  a  large  (hip,  mounted 

with  twi-nfy  nine  pounders,  ready  to 

(lii!   iiji.'ii  ;i  vt-iy  Advantageous  voyage, 

which  he  was  not  at  liberty  todifcovtr. 

he  alfmrd   me,  that  it  was  with 

thcgreatcit  .lilrkulty  he  had  found  me, 

in  «.nnlt-i]uence  of  a  direction  left  tor 

liim  at  ins  lodgings  at  Wapping. 

I  was  rejoiced,  beycnd  meafure,  at 
this  account  of  his  good  fortune}  and, 
at  his  ddiir,  it  counted  all  the  adven- 
tm-es  tint  had  happened  to  me  fmce 
we  parted.  When  he  underltood  the 
ulars  of  Strap's  attachment  to 
me,  he  Iqueezed.his  hand  very  cor- 
dially, anil  promifed  to  make  a  man 
of  him;  then  giving  me  ten  guineas- 
for  my  prefent  occaiion,  took  a  di- 
rection for  the  taylor  who  arrelted 
me,  and  went  away,  in  order  to  dif- 
charge  the  debr,  telling  me  at  parting, 
that  he  would  ioon  fetch  up  all  my  lee- 
way with  a  wet  fail. 

I  was  utterly  confounded  at  this 
fudden  tranfition,  which  affected  me 
more  than  any  reverfe  I  had  formerly 
felt;  and  a  crowd  of  incoherent  ideas 
ruftied  fo  iinpetuoufly  upon  my  imagi- 
nation, that  my  reafon  could  neither 
frpai ate  nor  connect  them}  when  Strap, 
whofe  joy  had  manifefted  itlelf  in  a 
thoufand  fooleries,  came  into  my  room 
with'  his  (having  uieniils,  and  without 
any  previous  intimation,  began  to  la- 
ther my  beard,  whittling  with  great 
emotion  all  the  while.  I  ftarted  from 
my  reverie,  and  being  too  well  ac- 
qviaintcd  with  Strap  to  trult  myfelf  in 
his  hands  while  he  w;is  under  fuch 
';on,  defned  to  be  excufed,  Cent 
fur  another  barber,  and  ('offered  my  (elf 
to  be  trimmed.  Having  performed 
jhe  ceremony  of  ablution,  I  (hi f ted, 
and  d reding  in  my  gayeit  apparel, 
waited  for  the  return  of  my  uncle, 
who  was  agreeably  furprized  at  my 
fuiidcn  transformation. 

This  beneficent  kinfman  hadfatisfied 
my  creditor,  and  obtained  an  order 
for  my  difcharge,  fo  that  I  was  no 
longer  a  priloru-r;  but  as  I  had  fome 
reluctance  to  part  with  my  friends  and 
fellows  in  diltrefs,  I  prevailed  upon 
Mr.  Bowling  to  favour  us  with  I. is 
company,  and  invited  Mr.  Melop\>yn 
and  Jackfon  to  (pend  the  evening  at 
my  ap.irtmcnt,  wheie  1  regaled  them 
with  a  (upper,  good  wine,  and  the 


news  of  my  releafe,  on  which  they 
v  congratulated  me,  notwiili- 
(tanding  the  lot's  of  my  company, 
which  they  were  pleafed  to  (ay  they 
mould  feverely  feel.  As  for  Jackfon, 
his  misfortune  made  fo  little  nnprel- 
fion  on  him IV. If,  and  he  was  altogether 
fo  loofe,  indifferent,  and  indifcreet,  that 
I  could  fcarce  pity  his  lituatiort:  but  I 
hid  conceived  a  veneration  and  fiiend- 
(hip  for  the  poet,  who  was  in  ull  reiptctt 
an  object  much  more  worthy  of  com- 
piffiofl  and  regard.  When  our 
withdrew,  and  my  uncle  had  retired, 
with  an  intention  to  vifit  me  next 
moming,  I  made  up  a  bundle  of  Lome 
linen,  and  other  neceflaries,  and  bid- 
ding Strap  carry  them  to  Mr.  Melo- 
poyn's  lodtijir.rj,  went  thithtr  myfeif, 
and  pieflcd  it  upon  his  acceptance, 
with  five  guineas,  which  with  much 
difficulty  he  received,  afl'uring  me  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  (hould  never 
have  it  in  his  power  to  make  latisfac- 
tiori.  J  then  liflctd  if  I  could  ferve 
him  nny  other  way:  to  which  he  an- 
fwered,  '  You  have  already  done  too 
'  much;'  and,  unable  to  contain  the 
emotions  of  his  ioul  any  longer,  burft 
into  tears,  and  wept  aloud.  Moved 
at  the  fpeftacie,  I  left  him  to  his  re- 
pofe,  and  when  my  uncle  returned  in 
the  morning,  reprefented  his  character 
in  fuch  a  favourable  light,  that  the 
honed  leaman  was  affected  with  his 
diftre/ft,  and  detennineil  to  follow  my 
example,  in  prefenting  him  with  five 
pieces  more:  upon  which,  that  I  mi^lit 
live  him  fome  cor.fuiion,  I  advuol 
Mr.  Bowling  to  inclofeit  in  a  letter  to 
be  delivered  by  Strap  after  we  (hould 
be  gone. 

was  accordingly  done.  I  took 
a  formal  leave  of  all  my  acquaintance 
in  the  gaol;  and  jolt  as  I  was  about  to 
Hep  into  a  hackney-coach  at  the  gate, 
Jacklbn  calling  me,  I  returned,  arc! 
he  aflced  me  in  a  whifper,  if  I  could 
lenJ  him  a  (hilling.  His  demand  be- 
ing fo  moderate,  and  in  all  likelihood 
the  laft  he  would  make  upon  me,  1 
dipt  a  guinea  into  his  hand,  which  he 
no  foonrr  perceived,  than  he  cried,  '  O 
1  J'i'tis!  a  guinea!'  then  laying  hold 
of  a  button  of  my  coat,  broke  out  into 
an  immoderate  (i:  of  laughterj  and 
when  his  tonvullion  was  ended,  told 
me,  I  was  an  honert  fellow,  and  let 
me  go.  '1  IK  coachman  was  ordered 
to  linvc  to  Mi.  Bowling's  lodgings, 

where 
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vherewhen  wre  arrived,  he  entered  into 
8  ferio»s  difcourle  with  me  on  the  fub- 
jc&t  of  my  fituation,  and  propofed  that 
I  fliould  fiil  with  him  in  quality  of 
Juia  furgeon;  in  which  cafe,  he  would 
put  me  in  a  method  of  getting  a  for- 
tune in  a  few  years,  by  my  own  in- 
*liUhyj  and  affured  me,  that  I  might 
e.xpret  to  inherit  all  that  he  mould  die 
potTeflfed  of,  provided  I  mould  furvive 
him.  Though  I  was  penetrated  with 
a  ietife  of  his  generofity,  I  was  ftartled 
at  a  pvopofal  that  offered  violence  to 
Kiy  love,  and  fignifted  my  ientiments 
en  that  head,  which  he  did  not  Hern 
to  relijh;  but  obferved  that  love  was 
the  fruit  of  idlenefej  that  when  once 
I  fllonlet  be  employed  in  hu&nefs,  and 
jny  mind  engaged  in  making  money, 
I  Could  be  no  more  troubled  with 
theli-  filiy  notions,  which  none  hut 
your  fair-weather  jacks,  who  have 
nothing  but  their  plealure  to  mind, 
cngiit  to  entertain.  I  was  piqued  at 
this  wfmnation,  which  I  looked  upon 
as  a  reproach,  and  without  giving  my- 
fc'lf  time  to  deliberate,  accepted  his 
cffer.  He  was  overjoyed  at  my  com- 
pliance, earned  me  immediately  to  his 
chief  owner,  with  whom  a  bargain 
v/as  ftruekj  fo  that  then  I  could  not 
retract  with  honour,  had  I  been  ever 
fo  much  avetfe  to  the  agreement. 
That  I  might  not  have  time  to  cool, 
lie  bade  me  draw  out  a  lift  of  medi- 
cines for  a  complement  of  five  hun- 
dred men,  adapted  to  the  diltempers 
«f  hot  climates,  and  fufficient  for  a 
Voyage  of  eighteen  months;  and  carry 
it  to  a  certain  wholefale  apothecary, 
•who  would  alfo  provide  me  in  two 
weU-qoalifted  mates.  While  I  was 
thus  employed,  Strap  came  in,  and 
looked  very  blank  when  he  undtrftood 
my  refolution:  however,  after  a  pauie 
«£  ibme  minutes,  he  infilled  upon  go- 
ir.g  along  with  me;  and  at  my  define 
was  made  (hip's  tteward  by  Captain" 
Bowling,  who  proimfed  to  be  at  the 
expence  of  fitting  him  out,  and  to  lend 
him  two  hundred  pounds  to  purckafe 
an  adventure. 

When  I  had  delivered  my  lift  of 
medicines,  chofen  a  couple  of  my  own 
country  men  for  mates,  and  belpoke  a 
let  of  chirurgical  inflruments,  my  un- 
cle told  me,  that  by  his  laft  voyage  he 
had  cleared  almoft  three  thousand 
pounds,  or.e  third  of  which  lie  would 
immediately  make  ever  and  put  into 


my  hands;  that  he  would  procure  for 
me  credit  to  the  value  of  as  much 
more,  in  fuch  goods  as  would  turn  to 
beft  account  in  the  country  to  which 
we  were  bound;  and  that  although  he 
}ooked  open  my  intereft  as  his  own, 
he  would  keep  the  remaining  part  of 
his  fortune  in  his  own  difpofal,  with 
a  view  of  preferving  his  independence, 
and  the  power  of  punifhing  me,  in  cafe 
I  (hould  not  make  a  good  ufe  ol  what 
he  had  already  bellowed. 

Without  troubling  the  reader  with 
an  account  of  the  effect  which  this  fur- 
prizing  geneiofity  had,  upon  my  mind, 
I  mall  only  ihy,  that  his  promifes 
were  inftantly  performed,  and  asi  in- 
voice of  merchandize  proper  for  the 
voyage  prefcnted  to  me,  that  I  might 
purchafethe  goods,  and  (hip  them  with 
all  expedition.  In  the  inidlt  of  this 
hurry,  the  remembrance  of  my  charm- 
ing Narciffa often  inteipofed,  and  made 
me  the  molt  miferable  ot  all  mortals. 
I  was  diltrafled  with  the  thought  of 
being  torn  from  her,  perhaps  for  ever  j 
and  though  the  hope  of  feeing  ne*- 
again  might  have  fupported  me  under 
the  torments  of  fepsration,  I  could  not 
reflect  upon  the  anguim  ftie  muft  feel 
at  parting  with  me,  and  the  inceflant 
ibrrows  to  which  her  tender  boforu 
would  be  expofed  during  my  abfence, 
without  being  pierced  with  the  deepelt 
affliction!  As  my  imagination  was 
daily  and  nightly  upon  the  rack  to  in- 
vent fome  method  of  mitigating  this 
cruel  ftroke,  or  at  leait  of  acquitting 
my  love  and  honour  in  the  opinion  of 
this  gentle  creature,  I  at  length  (tum- 
bled upon  an  expedient,  with  which 
the  reader  will  be  made  acquainted  in 
due  time;  and  in  coniequence  of  my 
determination,  became  lefs1  uneafy  and 
difturbed. 

I/Iy  bufjnefs  being  firiifhed,  and  the 
(hip  teady  to  fail,  i  reiblved  to  make 
my  lalt  appearance  among  my  ac- 
quaintance at  the  other  end  of  the 
town,  where  I  had  not  been  feen  (ince 
my  imprifonmentj  and  as  I  had,  by 
the  adyice  of  my  uncle,  taken  off  fume 
very  rich  cloaths.  for  isle,  I  put  on  the 
gayeft  fuit  in  my  poiltiTion,  arid  went 
in  a  chair  to  the  coffee- houfi:  I  ufed  to 
frequent,  where  I  found  my  friend 
Banter  (b  confounded  at  the  magnifi- 
cence of  my  dreis,  that  when  I  made 
up  to  biin,  he  gazed  at  ine  with  a  look 
of  •iii.oiiilhiiient,  without  being  able 

for 
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for  feme   minutes   to  onen    his   lips; 

then   pulling   me   afi  le  by  the  fl«*x, 
and  fixing  liis  cscs  on  mine,  accoftcd 
me  in  this  mimu  r:  '  Random,  where 
•*  the  devil  h  ivc  you  been?  eh!  What 
is    the    meaning   of  all   this  finery? 
Oho!    1    uiut-iltand   you.     You   are 
julf  arrived  trom  th-  coyntry!  what, 
the    roads    are    good,     eh!      Well, 
Random,  von  :ire  a  bold  fellow,  and 
.1  I mky    i«.ll   w!  F.ut  take  care,  the 
pitcher  goes  often  to  the  well,  but  it 
broke  at  hit.*     So  faying,  he  point- 
his    collar;    by   which    geitme, 
and  the   broken   hints   he  had    ejacu- 
lated,   I  found  he  fufpecled  me  of  hav- 
ing  robbed    on   the  highway;    nnd    I 
hughed   very  heartily  at   his   fuppoli- 
tion.     Without  explaining  myielf  any 
farther,  I   told  him  he  was   miltaken 
in  his  conjecture  ;  that  I  had  been  for 
fome  time    palt   with   the    relation  of 
whom    he    had    frequently    heard    me 
fpeakj  and  that  as  I  mould  fet  out  next 
day  upon  my  travels,  I  had  com«  to 
uke  my  leave  of  my  friends,  and  to 
receive  of  him  the  money  he  had  bor- 
rowed from  me,  which,  now  tint  1  was 
going  abroad,  I  fliould   certainly  have 
ocofion  for.     He  was  a  little  difcon- 
certed  at  this  demand;  but  recollecting 
himielf  in  a  moment,  fwore  in  an  at- 
fefted  p:«flion,   that    I    had   ufed  him 
extremely  ill,  and  he  would  never  for- 
give me,    for   having,    by  this    fh«rt 
warning,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
tree  himfelf  of  an  obligation  he  could 
no  longer  bear.     I  could  not  help  lim- 
ling  at  this  pretended  delicacy,    which 
I  commended   highly,  telling  him,  he 
needed  not  be   uneafy   on   that    fcore, 
for   I  wculd  give  him  a  direction  to  a 
merchant  in  the  city,    wtih  whom   I 
would  leave  a  diftharge   for  the  lum 
to   be  delivered    upon    payment.     He 
profrfled  much  joy  at  this  expedient, 
and  with  great  eagernefs  ;-iked  the  per- 
ion's  name  and  place  of  abode,  which 
he  forthwith  wrote  in  his  pocket  book, 
affuring  me,  that  he  mould  not  b:  long 
in  my  debt.  This  affair,  which  I  knew 
he  would  never  after  think  of,  being 
fettled  to  his  fatisfaclion,  I  Inn  cards 
to  all   my   friends,  defiring  the  favour 
t>t  their   company  at  a   tavern  in  the 
evening,  when  they  honoured  tny  in- 
vitation,   and    I   had    the  pleafure  of 
treating  them  in  a  very  elegant  man- 
ner, at  which  they  exprelTed  equal  ad- 
miration   as    applaule.      Having    en- 


joyed onrfelves  till  midnight,  I  took 
my  leave  of  them,  and  was  well-nigh 
Hifled  with  carefles}  next  day  I  let 
out  with  S'raji  ia  a  poir-cViife  for 
Oravefend,  where  we  went  on  board, 
and  the  wind  ferving,  weighed  anchor 
in  lefs  than  twelve  hours.  Without 
meeting  with  any  accident,  we  reached 
the  Down*,  wheie  we  were  obliged  to 
come  to  an  anchor,  and  wait  for  an 
raltcrly  wind  to  carry  us  out  of  the 
channel. 


CHAP.     XXIX. 

I  SET  OUT  FOR  SUSSEX — CONSULT 
MRS.      SAGELT ATCH1EVE      Alt 

INTERVIEW  WITH  NARCISSA  — 
RETURN  TO  THE  SHIP — WE  GET 
CLEAR  OF  THE  CHANNEL — t 

LEARN  OUR  DESTINATION W8 

ARE  CHASED  BY  A  LAKOE  SHIP— 
THE  COMPANY  ARE  DISMAYED, 
AND  ENCOURAGED  BY  TH£  CA?- 
TAIN'S  SPEECH — OUR  PURSUER 
HAPPENS  TO  BE  AN  CNCLISU 
MAN  OF  WAR. — WE  ARRIVE  AT 
THE  COAST  OF  GUINEA,  PUR- 
CHASE FOUR  HUNDRED  NE- 
GROES, SAIL  FOR  PARAGUAY, 
GET  SAFE  INTO  THE  RIVER  OF 
PLATE,  AND  SELL  OUR  CARGO 
TO  GREAT  ADVANTAGE. 

yT  was  row  I  put  in  execution  tl  c 
_|_  fclume  I  h:td  projected  at  L'.'ndonj 
and  afiting  leave  of  the  captain  for 
Strap  and  me  to  ftay  on  fliore  till  the 
wind  mould  become  favourable,  my 
requeft  was  granted,  becaufe  he  had 
(ml  is  to  remain  in  the  Downs  until 
he  fhould  receive  fome  difpatchcs  from 
London,  which  he  did  not  expeft  in 
lels  tlvui  a  week.  Having  imparted 
ir.y  resolution  to  my  trufly  valet,  who 
(though  he  endeavoured  to  difiuade  me 
trom  tilth  a  rafa  undertaking)  would 
not  quit  me  in  the  enterprirr,  I  hired 
hoik-i,  and  let  out  immediately  lor  that 
part  of  SulTex  where  my  charmer  was 
confined,  which  was  not  above  thirty 
miles  diitant  from  Deal,  wht-ie  we 
As  I  was  perfectly  well 
with  the  extent  of  the 
Iqi-ire's  eitatc  :«nd  influence,  I  halted 
v\aliin  five  miles  of  his  houfe,  where 
.  .inaincd  till  the  twilight;  at 
tiinu  we  fet  forward,  aod  by 
tlic 
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the  favour  of  a  dark  night,  reach- 
ed a  copfe  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  village  where  Mrs.  Sagely  lived. 
Here  we  left  our  horfes  tied  to  a  tree, 
and  went  directly  to  the  houfe  of  my 
old  benefactrefs,  Strap  trembling  all 
the  way,  and  venting  ejaculatory  peti- 
tions to  Heaven  tor  our  fafety.  Her 
habitation  being  quite  iblitary,  we  sr- 
rived  at  the  door  without  being  ob- 
ferved,  when  I  ordered  my  companion 
to  enter  by  himielf,  and  in  cafe  there 
(hould  be  company  with  her,  deliver  a 
letter  which  I  had  writ  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  fay  that  a  friend  of  htr's  in 
London,  understanding  that  he  in- 
tended to  travel  this  road,  had  com- 
tnitted  it  to  his  care.  He  rapped  at 
the  door,  to  which  the  good  old  ma- 
tron coming,  told  him,  that  being  a 
lone  woman,  he  muft  excufe  her,  if 
(he  did  not  open  it  until  he  had  de- 
clared his  name  and  bufmefs.  He  an- 
fwered,  that  his  name  wns  unknown 
to  her,  and  that  his  bufmefs  was  to  de- 
liver a  letter,  which  (to  free  her  from 
all  manner  of  apprehenfion)  he  would 
convey  to  her  through  the  fpace  be- 
tween the  door  and  threshold.  This 
he  inftantly  performed:  and  fhe  no 
fooner  read  the  contents,  which  fpeci- 
fied  my  being  prefent,  than  (he  cried, 

•  If  the  perfon  who  wrote  this  letter 

•  be  at  hand,    let  him   fpeak,    that  I 

•  may  be  allured  by  his  voice  whether 

•  or   not  I  may  fafely  admit  him.'     I 
forthwith    applied    my    mouth   to    the 
key-hole,  and  pronounced,  'Dearmo- 

•  ther,  you  need  not  be  afraid,  it  is  I, 
'  fo  much  indebted  to  your  goodnefs, 
'  who    now    crave    admittance.'      She 
knew  my  voice,  and  opening  the  door 
immediately  received  me  with  a  truly 
maternal  affection,  manifesting  by  the 
tears   me  let   fall,    her  concern    left   I 
/hould  be  difcovered,  for  fhe  had  bten 
informed  of  every  thing  that  had  hap- 
pened between  NarcifTa  and  me,  from 
the  dear  captive's  own  mouth.      Whin 
I  explained  the  motive  of  my  journey, 
which  was  no  other  than  a  detire  of 
feeing  the  object  of  my  love  before  I 
ftould  quit  the  kingdom,  that  I  might 
in  perfon  convince    her  of   the  necd- 
lity    I  was  under  to   leave  her,  recon- 
cile her  to   that  event,  by   defending 
the  advantage   that    in    all    probabili- 
ty would   attend   it,    repeat  my  vows 
of   eternal  ^conftancy,    and  enjoy   the 
Imlancholy  pleafwe  of  a  tender  em- 


brace at  parting;  I  fay,  when  I  had 
thus  fignified  my  intention,  Mrs.  Sage- 
ly told  me,  that  Narciffa,  upon  her 
return  from  the  Bath,  had  been  fo 
ftrictly  watched,  that  nobodv  but  one 
or  two  of  the  fervants  devoted  to  her 
brother,  was  admitted  to  her  prefence; 
that  afterwards  (he  had  been  a  little  en- 
larged, and  was  permitted  to  fee  com- 
pany; during  which  indulgence,  fhe 
had  been  feveral  'imes  at  her  cottage; 
but  of  late  flie  had  been  betrayed  by 
one  of  the  fervants,  who  difcovered  to 
the  fqnire,  that  he  had  once  carried  a 
letter  from  her  to  the  poft-houfe  di- 
rected to  me;  upon  which  informa- 
tion fhe  was  now  more  confined  than 
ever,  and  that  I  could  have  no  chance 
of  feeing  her,  unlefs  I  would  run  the 
rifque  of  getting  into  the  garden,  where 
Ihe  and  her  maid  were  every  dny  allow- 
ed to  take  the  air,  and  lie  hid  until  I 
fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  them;  an  adventure  attended 
with  luch  danger,  that  no  man  in  his 
right  wits  would  attempt  ir.  This 
eme.'prize,  hazardous  as  it  was,  I  re- 
folved  to  perform,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
arguments  of  Mrs.  Sagely,  who  rea- 
foned,  chid,  and  intreated  by  turns; 
and  the  tears  and  prayers  of  Strap, 
who  conjured  me,  on  his  knees,  to  have 
more  regard  to  myfelf  as  well  as  to 
him,  than  to  tempt  my  own  deftruction 
in  fuch  a  precipitate  manner.  I  was 
deaf  to  every  thing  but  the  iuggeftions 
of  my  love;  and  ordering  him  to  re- 
turn immediately  with  the  horfes  to  the 
inn  from  whence  we  f'et  out,  and  wait 
for  my  coming  in  that  place,  he  at  Hrlt 
peremptorily  refufed  to  leave  me,  until 
I  perluaded  him,  that  if  our  horfes 
fhould  remain  where  they  were  till 
day-light,  they  would  certainly  be  dif- 
covered, and  the  whole  county  alarm- 
ed. On  this  confederation,  he  took 
his  leave  in  a  forrowful  plight,  killed, 
my  hand,  arid  weeping,  cried,  '  God 
'  knows  if  ever  I  fhall  iee  you  again!' 
My  kind  landlady  finding  me  obltinate, 
gave  me  'her  beft  advice  how  to  behave 
ir.  the  execution  of  my  project;  and 
after  having  perfuaded  me  to  take  a 
little  refreshment,  accommodated  me 
with  a  bed,  and  left  me  to  my  repofe. 
Early  in  *!ie  morning,  I  ^rnfe,  and 
armed  with  a  couple  of  loaded  piftols 
and  a  hanger,  went  to  the  back  of  the 
fquire's  garden,  climbed  over  the  wall, 
and,  according  to  Airs.  Sagely '*  di- 
rection, 
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region,  concealed  myfclf  in  a  thicket, 
hard  by  an  alcove  that  tnmmated  a 
walk  at  a  good  ililt.uio-  (torn  the  houle, 
which  I  was  tola  my  miltitls  chiefly 
frequented.  Here  I  abfconded 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning;  to  fix  in 
the  evening,  without  I'-^ig  a  human 
I  !  two  wo- 

men   aji;-ro.'    Mig,     whom,     by     my 
throb!  ,   I   loon  recognized  to 

be    the     idXrable    Narad".*    and    Mils 
William*.     I   felt  the  Ihongclt  agita- 
tion ot   !bul  at  the  light;  and  gueifing 
•••ml. I  repole   them  m 

.ove,  ftept  into  it  unf'erctived, 
and  laid  upon  the  (tone  table  a  picture 
of  m\  1  It  m  miniature,  "orwhich  I  had 
ion,  purpoli  ig  to  Ir.ive  it 
with  NaicirTa  before  1  (hould  go  abroad. 
I  expolcJ  it  in  this  manner,  as  an  in- 
troduction to  my  own  appearance, 
which,  without  lome  previous  intima- 
tion, I  was  afraid  might  have  an  un~ 
luckv  effect  upon  the  delicate  nerves  of 
my  fair  enllaver;  and  then  withdrew 
into  the  thicket,  where  I  could  hear 
their  ditcourfe,  and  luit  myfelf  to  the 
circumrtances  of  the  otcaficui.  As  they 
advanced,  I  obferved  an  air  of  melan- 
choly in  the  countenance  of"  NarcifTa, 
blended  with  fuch  unfpeakable  fweet- 
'hat  I  could  fcarce  retrain  from 
flyin;;  into  her  arms,  and  killing  away 
the  pt  M  ly  drop  that  (food  collected  in 
each  bewitching  eye.  According  to 
my  expectation,  flic  entered  the  alcove, 
and  perceiving  fomething  on  the  table, 
took  it  up.  No  fooner  did  me  call  her 
eye  upon  the  features,  than,  (tartled  at 
the  relemblance,  Ihe  cried,  '  Good 
'  God!'  and  the  roles  iuftantly  vanifh- 
ed  from  her  cheeks.  Her  confidante, 
alarmed  at  this  exclamation,  looked  at 
the  pifturej  an;!,  Itruck  with  the  like- 
nefs,  exclaimed,  '  O  Jefus  !  the  very 
«  features  of  Mr.  Random!'  Narcifla 
having  recollected  herk-lf  a  little,  faid, 
Whatever  angel  brought  it  hither  as 
a  comfort  to  me  in  my  affliction,  I 
am  thankful  for  the  benefit,  and 
will  preferve  it  a«  the  cleared  object 
of  my  care.'  So  faying,  Ihe  kiffed 
it  with  furprizing  ardour,  fljed  a  flood 
of  tears,  and  then  depofited  the  lifelefs 
image  in  her  lovely  bolbm.  Tranf- 
ported  at  thefe  fymptoms  of  her  unal- 
tered affection,  I  was  about  to  throw 
myfejf  at  her  feet,  when  Mifs  Wil- 
liams, whole  reflection  was  lei's  enga- 
ged than  that  of  her  miftrefs,  oblcrved 


that  the  picture  could  not  tranfport  it- 
felf  hither,  and  that  (he  could  not  help 
thinking  I  was  not  far  off.     The  gen- 
tle Naicifla,  darting  at  this  conjecture, 
an  I  weird,    '  Heaven    forbid!    for  al- 
though nothing  in  the  univsrfe  could 
yield  me  iVnistaction  equal  to  that  of 
his  prefence  for  one  poor  moment,  in 
a  proper  place,   I  would  rather  for- 
feit his  company,    almoft    for  ever, 
than    lee    him    here,   where   his   lrf« 
would  be  expofed  to  fo  much   dan- 
ger.*    I  could  no  longer  reftrain  the 
impulfe  of  my  pafJioii,    but  breaking 
from    my    concealment,    flood    before 
her;    when  (he  uttered  a  fearful  mriek, 
and  fainted   in  the  arms  of  her  com- 
panion.    I  flew  towards  the  treafure  of 
my   foul,  clafped   her  in  my  embr?ce, 
and    with    the    warmth  of    my    kifTVs 
brought  her  again  to  life.     O!  that   I 
were  endowed  with  the  exprelTion  of  a 
Raphael,  the  graces   of  a  Guido,   the 
magick  touches  of  a  Titian, that  I  might 
reprefent  the  fend   concern,  the  chaf- 
tened  rapture, and  ingenuous blufii,  that 
mingled  on  her  beinteous  face,  when  me 
opened  het eyes  Upon  me,  and  pronounc- 
ed, '  O  heavens!   is  it  you?' 

I  am  afraid  I  have  already  encroach- 
ed upon  the  render's  p;iti(nce,  with 
the  particulars  of  this  amour,  on  which 
(I  own)  I  cannot  luip  being  imperti- 
nently circumftantia!.  I  fliall  there- 
fore omit  the  lers  riauiiil  nnifiges  of 
this  interview,  during  which  I  con- 
vinced her  reaibn,  though  I  could  not 
appcale  the  fad  prefages  of  her  love, 
with  regard  to  the  long  voyage  and 
dangers  I  muft  undergo.  When  we 
had  (pent  an  hour  (which  was  all  Ihe 
could  i'pare  from  the  barbarity  of  her 
brother's  vigilance)  in  lamenting  over 
ov.r  hard  fate,  and  in  repeating  our 
reciprocal  vows,  Mils  Willrms  re- 
miruL-d  u?  of  the  neceflity  there  was 
for  our  immediate  parting;  and  lure 
lovers  never  parted  with  fuch  forrow 
and  reluctance  as  we.  But  becaufe 
my  words  are  incapable  of  doing  juf- 
tice  to  this  affecting  circumftance,  I 
am  obliged  to  draw  a  veil  over  it,  and 
obl'erve,  that  I  returned  in  the  da 
the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Sagely,  who  wa^ 
joyed  to  hear  of  my  fuccels,  and  op- 
pofed  the  tumults  of  my  grief  wrii 
Inch  ftrength  of  reaibn,  that  my  mind 
regained  in  fomc  meiftue  it's  ti;p  ^ 
lity;  and  that  very  night,  aftti  ! 
forced  upon  the  good  gciulewor.ifto  :i 
I  i 
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purfe  of  twenty  guineas,  as  a  token  of 
my  gratitude  and  efteem,  I  took  my 
leave  of  her,  and  fet  out  on  foot  for 
the  inn,  where  my  arrival  freed  honed 
Strap  from  the  horrors  of  unutterable 
dread. 

We  took  horfe  immediately,  and 
alighted  early  next  morning  at  Deal; 
where  I  found  my  uncle  in  great  con- 
cern on  account  of  my  abience,  be- 
caufe  he  had  received  his  difpatches, 
and  muft  have  weighed  with  the  fir  ft 
fair  wind,  whether  I  had  been  on  board 
or  not.  Next  day,  a  brific  eafterly 
gale  fpringing  up,  we  fet  fail,  and  in 
eight  and  forty  hours  got  clear  of  the 
channel. 

When  we  were  about  200  leagues 
to  weftward  of  the  Land's  End,  the 
captain  taking  me  apart  into  the  cabbm, 
told   me  that,   now  he  was  permitted 
by  hisinftructions,  he  would  diicloie  the 
iment  and  deltination  of  our  voyage: 
The  fliip, '  faid  he,  «  which  has  been 
fitted  out  at  a  great  expence,  is  bound 
for  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  where  we 
fliall  exchange  part  of  our  cargo  for 
flaves  and  gold-duftj  from  thence  we 
wiii  tranfport  our  negroes  to  Buenos 
Ayres,   in    New   Spain,    where   (by 
virtue  of  pafiports  obtained  from  our 
own  court,  and  that  of  Madrid)  we 
will  difpofe  of  them  and  the  goods 
that  remain  on  board  for  filver,  by 
means  of  our  fupercargo,  who  is  per- 
fectly well  acquainted  with  the  coaft, 
the  lingo,   and  inhabitants.'     Being 
thus  let  into  the  fccret  of  our  expedi- 
tion, I   borrowed  of  :he  fupercargo  a 
Spanifli  grammar,  dictionary,  and  Ibme 
other  books  of  the  fame  language,  which 
I   ftudied  with  fuch   application,  that 
before  we  arrived  in  New  Spain,  I  could 
maintain    a  convention  with  him  in 
that    tongue.      Being   arrived   in    the 
warm  latitudes,    I  ordered    (with  the 
captain's  ccnlent)  the  whole  fliip's  com- 
pany to  be  blooded  and  purged,  myfelf 
undergoing    the  Jame   evacuation,    in 
order  to  prevent  thoie  dangerous  fevers 
to  which  northern  constitutions  are  fub- 
]e€t  in  hot  climates;  and  I  have  reafon 
to    believe    that    this    precaution    was 
jiot  unfcrviceab'e,  for  we  loft  but  one 
Jailor  during  the  whole  paflage  to  the 
coaft. 

One  day,  when  we  had  been  about 
five  weeks  at  fea,  we  dtfcried  to  wind- 
ward a  large  (hip  bearing  down  upon 
us  with,  all  the  fail  fhe  could  c*arry. 


Upon    which    my  uncle  ordered   the 
fludding-fails  to  be   hoifted,    and  the 
fliip  to  be  cleared  for  engaging;  but 
finding    that     (to   ufe    the    feaman's 
phrafe)  we  were  very  much  wronged 
by  the  fliip  which  had  us  in  chace,  and 
which  by  this  time  had  hoifted  French 
colours,  he  commanded  the  ftudding- 
fails  to  be  taken  in,  the  courfes  to  be 
clewed    tip,   the    main-top  fail  to   be 
backed,  the  tompions  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  guns,  and  every  man  to  repair 
to  his  quarters.      While  every   body 
was  bufied  in  the  performance  of  thefe 
orders,  Strap  came  upon  the  quarter- 
deck,  trembling  and  looking   aghaft, 
and  with  a   voice   half  fupprtffed  by 
fear,   alked  if  I   thought   we   were  a 
match  for  the  veflel  in  purfuit  of  us. 
Obferving  his  confternation,    1    faid, 
What!    are    you    afraid,     Strap?'-— 
Afraid!'  he  replied,  '  n-n-no;  what 
(hould  I  be  afraid  of?  I  thank  God 
I  have  a  clear  confcience  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  a  very  bloody  battle, 
and  I  wifli  you  may  not  have  occa-« 
fion  for  another  hand  to  aflift  you  in 
the  cock-pit.'      I  immediately  per- 
ceived his  drift;  and  making  the  cap- 
tain  acquainted  with  his  fstuation,  de- 
fired  he  might  be  ftationed  below  with 
me   and    rny  mates.     My  uncle,   in- 
cenfed  at  his  pufillanimity,   bade  me 
fend  him  down  inftantly,  that  his  fear 
might  not  infeft  the  fhip's   company; 
whereupon    I  told    t<ie  poor  fteward, 
that  I  had  begged  him  for  rny  afllftant, 
ana    de fired   him  to  go  down  and  help 
my  mates  to  get  ready  the  inftruments 
and  dreflings.    Notwithstanding  the  fa- 
tisfaclion    he   muft  have  felt  at  thefe 
tidings,  he  affefted  a  fliynefs  of  quit- 
ting   the   upper-deck;   and    faid,    he 
hoped  I  did  not  imagine  he  was  afraid 
to  do  his  duty  above-board;  for  he  be- 
lieved   himfelf    as   well    prepared    for 
death  as  any  man  in  the  fliip,  no  dif- 
paragement  to  me  or  the  captain.     I 
was  difguftcd  at  this  affectation;   and, 
in  order  to  punifli  his  hypocrify,  aflured 
him  he  might  take  his  choice,  either  of 
going  down  to  the  cock-pit  with  me, 
or  of    ftaying  upon   deck  during  the 
engagement.     Alarmed  at  this  indif- 
ference, he  replied,  '  Well,  to  oblige 
*  you,  I'll  go  down;  but  remember  it 
'  is  more  for  your  fake  than  my  own.' 
So  faying,  he  difappeared  in  a  twink- 
ling, without  waiting  for  an  anfwer. 
By  this  tirce  we  cow|d  efcferve  two  tier 

if 
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of  guns  in  the  (hip  which  purfued  us, 
and  which  was  now  but  two  flioi  t  miles 
altern.       Tnis    difcovery  had  an  evi- 
dent Uf'-ct   upon  the  failors,  who  did 
not  fciuple  to  fay,  that  we  fliould  be 
tom  to  p'tvts,  ar.;l  blown  out  of  the 
w:itrr,  :iml  that  if  n.  cafe  any  of  them 
fhould    loie  their  precious  limbs,  they 
mull  go  :«  begging  for  life,  for  there  was 
no  provifion  made  'ny  the  merchants  for 
thole   poor  fouls  who  are  maimed   in 
their  fervice.     The  captain  underttand- 
ing    this    backwardnefs,    ordered    the 
crew  abaft,   and  fpoke  to  them  thus: 
My  hds,    I   am  told    you  hang  an 
a— fe.      I    have   gone    to  fea  thirty 
,  mnn  and  boy,  and  never  faw 
Englifh  failors  afraid  before.     May- 
hap you  think  I  want  to  expofe  you 
for  the   lucre  of  gain.     Whofoever 
thinks  fo,  thinks  a  damned  lye,  for 
my  whole  cargo  is  infurcilj.fo  ihat  in 
cafe  I  mould  be  taken,  my  lofs  would 
not  be  great.     The  enemy  is/ftronger 
than  we,    to    be   fure !    what   then! 
have  we  not  a  chance  for  carrying 
away  one  of  her  malts,   and  fo  get 
clear  of  her  ?  If  we  find  her  too  hard 
for  us,  'tis  but  (triking  at  laft.     If 
any  man  is  hurt  in  the  engagement, 
I  promife,  on  the  won!  of  an  honed: 
feainan,  to  make  him  a  recompence 
according  to  his  lofs.     So  now,  you 
that  are    lazy,    lubberly,    cowardly 
dogs,  get   away,    and   fculk  in   the 
hold  and  bread-room  ;  and  you  that 
are  jolly  boys,  ftand  by  me,  and  let 
us  give  one  broadfide  for  the  honour 
of    Old   England.'      This  eloquent 
harangue  was  fo  well  adapted  to  the  dif- 
poiition  of  his  hearers,  that  one  and  all 
of  them,  pulling  ofF  their  hats,  waved 
them  over  their  heads,  and  falutcd  him 
with  three  cheers  ;  upon  which  he  fent 
his  boy  for  two  large  cafe-bottles  of 
brandy,  and  having  treated  every  man 
with  a  dram,    they  repaired   to   their 
quarters,    and  waited  impatiently   for 
the  word  of  command.    I  mull:  do  my 
uncle  the   juftice  to  fny,    that   in   the 
whole  of   his  difpofition,   he  behaved 
with  the  utmolt  intrepidity,  conduft, 
and  deliberation.      The  enemy  being 
very  near,  he   ordered  me  to  my  fta- 
tion,    and  was  jurt  going  to  give  the 
word    for   hoifting    the  colours,    and 
firing,  when  the  fuppofed  Frenchman 
hauled  down  his  white  pennant,  jack 
and   enfign,  hoifted  Englifti  ones,  and 
fired  a  gun  a-head  of  us.     This  was 
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a  joyful  event  to  Captain  Bowling, 
who  immediately  (hewed  hit  colours, 
and  fired  a  gnu  to  leeward:  ujiuti 
which  the  other  (hip  ran  alortg-fide  of 
ut,  hailed  him,  and  giving  him  to 
know  that  (he  was  an  Knglilh  man  of 
war  of  forty  guns,  ordered  him  to  hoi(t 
out  his  boat  and  come  on  board.  This 
command  he  obeyed  with  the  more  ala- 
crity, bccaufe,  upon  enquiry,  he  found 
that  me  was  commanded  by  an  old 
mefiVnate  of  his,  who  was  overjoyed 
to  fee  him,  detained  him  to  dinner, 
and  lent  his  barge  for  the  fupercargo 
and  me,  who  were  very  much  carefled 
on  his  account.  As  this  convnander 
was  defined  to  cruize  upon  the  French, 
in  the  latitude  of  Martiuico,  his  ftem 
and  quarters  were  adorned  with  white 
fl iwcis  de  lis,  and  the  whole  (hell  of 
the  fhip  fo  much  difguifed  for  a  decoy 
to  the  enemy,  that  it  was  no  wonder 
my  uncle  did  not  know  her,  although, 
he  had  failed  on  board  of  her  m.my 
years.  We  kept  company  with  her 
four  days,  during  which  time  the  cap- 
tains were  never  afunder,  and  then 
parted,  our  courfe  lying  different  from 
her's. 

In  lefs  than  a  fortnight  after  our 
feparation,  we  made  the  land  of  Guinea, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Gambia, 
and  trading  along  the  coalt  as  far  to 
the  Couth  ward  of  the  line  as  Angola  and 
Bcngula,  in  lets  than  fix  months  dif- 
pofed  of  the  greateft  part  of  our  cargo, 
and  purchafed  four  hundred  negroes, 
my  adventure  having  been  laid  out  in 
gold-duft. 

Our  complement  being  made  up,  we 
took  our  departure  from  Cape  Negroe, 
and  arrived  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  in 
fix  weeks,  having  met  with  nothing  re- 
markable in  our  voyage,  except  an  epi- 
demick  fever,  not  unlike  thegaoi  diltem- 
per,  which  broke  out  among  our  Haves, 
and  carried  offa  good  many  of  the  fhip's 
company;  among  whom  I  loft  one  of  my 
mates,  and  poor  Strap  had  well  nigti 
given  up  the  ghoft.  Hiving  produced 
our  paliport  to  the  Spa  mill  governor, 
we  were  received  with  great  cour- 
tefy,  fold  our  llaves  in  a  very  few  days, 
and  could  have  put  off  five  times  the 
number  at  our  own  price}  though  we 
were  obliged  to  fmuggle  the  reft  of 
our  merchandize,  confuting  of  Euro- 
pean bale  goods,  which  however  we 
made  fliifr  to  difpofc  of  at  a  great  ad- 
vantage. 

Ii»  CHAP. 
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CHAR.    XXX. 

I  AM  INVITED  TO  THE  VILLA  OF 
A  SPANISH  DON,  WHERE  VVE 
MEET  WITH  AN  ENGLISH  GEN- 
TLEMAN, AND  MAKE  A  VERY 
INTERESTING  DISCO  VE  RY— WE 
LEAVE  BUENOS  AYRES,  AND 
ARRIVE  AT  JAMAICA. 

OUR  fliip  being  freed  from  the 
difagreeable  lading  of  negroes,  to 
whom  indeed  I  had  been  a  miferable 
Have  fmce  our  leaving  tlie  coaft  of 
Guinea,  I  began  to  enjoy  myfelf,  and 
breathe  with  pleafure  the  pure  air  of  Pa- 
raguay, this  part  of  which  is  reckoned 
the  Montpelier  of  South  America,  and 
has  obtained,  on  account  of  it's  climate, 
the  name  of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  was  in 
this  delicious  place  that  I  gave  myfelf 
entirely  up  to  the  thoughts  of  my  denr 
Narcifla,  whofe  image  ftill  kept  poflef- 
fion  of  my  breaft,  and  whole  charms, 
enhanced  by  abfence,  appeared  to  my 
imagination,  if  pofiible,  more  engaging 
than  ever!  I  calculated  the  profits  ot  my 
voyage,  which  even  exceeded  my  ex- 
jieflations;  refolved  to  pui  chafe  a  hand- 
ibme  linecure  upon  my  arrival  in  Eng- 
land; and  if  I  fliotild  find  the  fquire 
as  averfe  to  me  as  ever,  marry  his  filler 
by  ftealth;  and  in  cafeour  family  fhould 
increafe,  rely  upon  the  generofity  of 
my  uncle,  who  was  by  this  time  worth 
a  confiderable  fum. 

While  I  amufed  myfelf  with  thefe 
agreeable  projefts,  and  the  tranfport- 
ing  hopes  of  enjoying  Narcifla,  we  were 
very  much  carefled  byHhe  Spanifli  gen- 
tlemen, who  frequently  formed  parties 
of  pleafure  for  our  entertainment,  in 
•which  we  made  excurfions  a  go«d  way 
into  the  country.  Among  thofe  who 
iignalized  themfelves  by  their  civility 
to  us,  there  was  one  Don  Antonio  de 
Ribera,  a  very  polite  young  gentle- 
man, with  whom  I  had  contracted  an 
intimate  friendfhip,  who  invited  us  one 
day  to  his  country-houfe,  and  as  a  far- 
ther inducement  to  our  compliance, 
promifed  to  procure  for  us  the  com- 
pany of  an  Englifh  fignior,  who  had 
been  fettled  in  thofe  parts  many  years, 
and  acquired  the  love  and  elteem  ot 
the  whole  province,  by  his  affability, 
good  fenfe,  and  honourable  behavi- 
our. 

We  accepted  bis  invitation,  and  ict 


out  for  his  villa,  where  we  had  not 
been  longer  than  an  hour,  when  the 
perfon  arrived  in  whofe  favour  I  had 
been  fo  much  prepoffeffed.  He  was  a 
tall  man,  remarkably  well  ftiaped,  of 
a  fine  mien  and  appearance,  com- 
manding refpecl,  arid  feemed  to  be 
turned  of  forty;  the  features  of  his 
face  were  faddened  with  a  referve  and 
gravity  which,  in  other  countries, 
would  have  been  thought  the  effecT:  of 
melancholy;  but  here  appeared  to  have 
been  contracted  by  his  commerce  with 
the  Spaniards,  who  are  remarkable  for 
tint  leverity  of  countenance.  Under- 
ftanding  from  Don  Antonio  that  we 
were  his  countrymen,  he  faluted  us  all 
round  very  compiaifantly,  and  fixing 
his  eyes  very  attentively  on  me,  utter- 
ed a  deep  figh.  I  had  been  ftruck  with 
a  profound  veneration  for  him  at  his 
firft  coming  into  the  room  ;  and  no 
fooner  ofaferved  this  expreffion  of  his 
forrow,  directed,  as  it  were,  in  a  par- 
.ticular  manner  to  me,  than  my  heart 
took  part  in  his  grief.  I  fympathized 
involuntarily,  and  fighed  in  my  turn. 
Having  aflced  leave  of  our  entertainer, 
he  ac.cofted  us  in  Englifh,  prcfe/Ted  his 
fatisfaclion  at  feeing  fo  many  of  his 
countrymen  in  fuch  a  remote  place, 
and  afked  the  captain,  who  went  by  the 
name  of  Signio*  Thoma,  from  what 
part  of  Britain  he  had  failed,  and  whi- 
ther he  was  bound.  My  uncle  told 
him  that  we  had  failed  from  the  River 
Thames,  and  were  bound  for  the  fame 
place,  by  the  way  of  Jamaica,  where 
we  intended  to  take  in  a  lading  of 
fugar.  _ 

Having  fatisfied  himfelf  in  thefe  and 
other  particulars  about  the  ftate  of  the 
war,  he  gave  us  to  underftand  that  he 
had  a  longing  defireto  revifit  his  native 
country,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
had  already  tranfmitted  to  Europe  the 
greateft  part  of  his  fortune  in  neutral 
bottoms,  and  would  willingly  em- 
bark the  relt  of  it,  with  himfelf,  in  our 
fhip,  provided  the  captain  had  no  ob- 
jection to  fuch  a  paflenger.  My  uncle 
very  prudently  replied,  that  for  his- 
part  he  mould  be  glad  of  his  company, 
if  he  could  procure  the  confent  of  the 
governor,  without  which  he  durft  not 
admit  him  on  board,  whatever  incli- 
nation he  had  to  oblige  him.  The 
gentleman  approved  of  his  difcretionj 
and  telling  him  that  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  con- 
nivance 
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nivance  of  the  governor,  who  was  his 
1'iciul,   (hifted   the   converfation 
to  another  f»l>|' 

I  was  oveijoyed  tq  hear  his  inten- 
tion, ami  already  mtere'.tcd  im:. 
much  in  lii-i  t.ivour,  that  had  he  been 
ilu'.ippointed  I  fliould  have  been  very 
unhappy,  in  the  courfe  of  our  enter- 
tainment, lie  eyed  me  witli  uncommon 
attachment;  I  felt  a  furpiizing  attrac- 
-..;  wards  him!  when  lie  lpoke,  I 
d  with  attention  and  reverence: 
the  dignity  of  his  deportment  filled  me 
with  atfeclion  and  awe;  and,  in  fhort, 
the  emotions  of  my  foul,  in  prefence 
of  this  ft  ranger,  were  Hrong  and  un- 
accountable. 

Having  (pent  the  beft  part  of  the 
tlay  with  us,  he  took  his  leave,  tell- 
ing Captain  Thoma,  that  he  fhould 
hear  from  him  in  a  Ihort  rime  :  he  was 
no  fooner  gone,  than  I  aflced  a  thou- 
fand  queltions  about  him  of  Don 
Antonio,  who  could  give  me  no  other 
Jatisfaclion,  than  that  his  name  was 
Don  Rodrigo;  that  he  had  lived  fifteen 
or  fixteen  years  in  ihcfe  parts',  was 
reputed  rich,  and  fuppofed  to  have 
been  unfortunate  in  his  younger  years, 
becaufe  he  was  obferved  to  nourifh  a 
penfive  melancholy,  even  from  the  time 
of  his  rirlt  fcttlcment  among  them; 
but  that  nobody  had  ventured  to  en- 
quire into  the  ouie  of  his  forrow,  in 
confideration  of  his  peace,  which 
might  futfer  in  the  recapitulation  of  his 
misfortunes. 

I  was  feized  with  an  iirefiftible  de- 
fire  of  knowing  the  particulars  of  his 
fate,  and  enjoyed  not  one  hour  of  re- 
jiofe  dining  the  whole  night,  by  reafon 
of  the  eager  conceptions  that  inspired 
me  with  legard  to  his  ftory;  which  I 
refolved,  if  poflible,  to  learn.  Next 
morning,  while  we  were  at  breakfad, 
three  mules  richly  caparifoned  arrived 
with  a  meflage  from  Don  Rodrigo,  de- 
firing  our  company,  and  tliat  of  Don 
Antonio,  at  his  houfe,  which  was  Si- 
tuated about  ten  miles  farther  up  in 
the  country.  I  was  pleafed  with  this 
invitation;  in  confequtnce  of  svhich 
we  mounted  the  mules  which  he  had 
provided  for  us,  and  alighted  at  liis 
houfe  before  noon.  Here  we  weie 
fplenJidly  entertained  by  the  generous 
{(ranger,  who  llill  feemed  to  (hew  a 
particular  regard  for  me,  and  after 
dinner  made  me  a  prefent  of  a  ring 
let  with  a  beautiful  ameihyfi,  the  pro- 


duction of  that  country j  faying  at  cite 
fame  time,  that  he  was  once  bleflcd 
with  a  ion,  who,  had  he  lived,  would 
have  been  nearly  of  my  age.  This 
obfcrvation,  deliveicd  with  a  profound 
figh,  made  my  heart  throb  with  vio- 
lence) a  ciowd  of  confufed  ideas 
luflnd  upon  my  imagination,  which, 
while  I  endeavoured  to  unravel,  my 
uncle  perceived  my  abfenceof  thought, 
and  tapping  me  on  the  moulder,  laid, 
'  Oons!  are  you  afleep,  Rory!'  Be- 
fore I  had  time  to  reply,  Don  Rodrigo, 
with  uncommon  eagernefs  of  voice  and 
look,  pronounced,  *  Pray,  captain, 
'  what  is  the  young  gentleman's  name?* 
— *  His  name,'  laid  my  uncle,  «  is 
'  Roderick  Random.'——'  Gracious 
'  powers!'  cried  the  flranger,  darting 
up;  '  and  his  mother's?'—'  His  mo- 
{  ther,' an fwered  the  captain,  amazed, 

*  was    called    Charlotte    Bowling.'— 
'  O    bounteous    Heaven!'    exclaimed 
Don    Rodrigo,    fpringtng   acrois    the 
table,  and  clafping   me   in    his   arms, 
'  My  fon!  myfon!  have  I  found  thce 
4  again?  Do  I  holdthee  in  my  embrace, 

*  after   having    lolt  and   defpaired  of 
'  feeing  thee   fo  long?'  So  faying,  he 
fell   upon  my  neck,   and  wept   aioud 
with   joy;  while   the   power  of  nature 
operating  ftrongly  in  my  bread,  I  wa» 
loll  in  rapture,  and  while  he  preffcd 
me  to  his  heart,  let  fall   a  mower  of 
tears  into  his   bofbm.     His  utterance 
was  choaked  up  a  good  while  by  the 
agitation   of    his    foul:    at    length    he 
broke  out   into — «  Myfterious  Provi- 
dence!— O  my  dear  Charlotte,  there 
yet  remains   a   pledge  of  our  Jove! 
and   fuch   a   pledge!    fo   found! — O 
Infinite  Goodnefs!  let  me  adore  thy 
all-wife  decrees!'    Having  thus  ex- 

prefled  himfelf,  he  kneeled  upon  the 
floor,  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  hands  to 
Heaven,  and  remained  fome  minutes 
in  a  filent  extafy  of  devotion.  I  put 
myfelf  in  the  fame  pollure,  adored  the 
all-good  Difpofer,  in  a  prayer  of  mental 
thankfgiving;  and  when  his  ejacula- 
tion was  ended,  did  homage  to  my 
father,  and  craved  his  parental  blei- 
fing.  He  hugged  me  again  with  un- 
utterable fondnefs;  and  having  im- 
ploied  the  protection  of  Heaven  upon 
my  head,  raifed  me  from  the  ground, 
and  prefented  me  as  his  fon  to  the  com- 
pany, who  wept  in  concert  over  this 
affecting  fcene.  Among  the  red,  my 
tmcle  did  not  fail  to  difcovcr  the  yood- 
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nefs  and  joy  of  his  heart:  albeit  un- 
itfcd  to  the  melting  mood,  he  blub- 
b;.rid  with  great  tendernefs,  and  wring- 
ing my  father's  hand,  cried,  '  Brother 
'  Random,  I'm  rejoiced  to  fee  you. 

•  God  be  praifed  for  this  happy  meet- 
'  ing!'    Don  Rodrigo,  understanding 
th?t   he  was  his  brother-in-law,    em- 
traced  him  affectionately,  faying,  '  Are 

•  you   my   Charlotte's  brother?  Alas, 
'  unhappy  Charlotte!  But  why  fhould 

•  I  repine?  we  {hall  meet  again,  never 

•  rrore  to  part! — Brother,  you  are  truly 
'  welcome! — Dear  fon,  I  am  tranfport- 
'  ed  with    unfpeakable  joy!  This  day 

•  is  a  jubileej  my  friends  and  fervants 
'  ill  .ill  (hare  my  fatisfacticn." 

"While  he  difpatched  meflengers  to 
the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood 
to  announce  this  event,  ami  gave  or- 
ders for  a  grand  entertainment,  I  was 
fo  much  affefted  with  the  tumults  of 
paffion,  which  aflailed  me  on  this 
great,  ftidden,  and  unexpected  occa- 
fion,  that  I  fell  fick,  fevered,  nnd  in 
lefs  than  three  hours  became  quite  de- 
lirious; fo  that  the  preparations  were 
countermanded,  and  the  joy  of  the  fa- 
mily converted  into  grief  and  defpair. 
Phyficians  were  inftantly  called,'  I  was 
plentifully  blooded  in  the  foot,  my 
lower  extremities  were  bathed  in  a  de- 
coction of  falutiferous  herbs;  in  ten 
hours  after  I  was  taken  ill,  I  enjoyed 
a  critical  fweat,  and  next  day  felt  no 
remains  of  the  diitemper,  but  an  agree- 
able laflitude,  which  did  not  hinder 
me  from  getting  up.  During  rhe  pro- 
grefs  of  this  fever,  which,  from  the 
term  of  it's  duration  is  called  Ephe- 
mera, my  father  never  once  quitted 
my  bed-fide,  but  adminiftered  the  pre- 
fcriptions  of  the  phyficiana  with  the 
moil  pious  care;  while  Captain  Bowl- 
ing manifefted  his  concern  by  the  like 
attendance.  I  no  fooner  found  my- 
lelf  delivered  from  the  difeafe,  than  I 
bethought  myfelf  of  my  honeft  friend 
Strap;  and  refolving  to  make  him  hap- 
py forthwith  in  the  knowledge  of  my 
good  fortune,  told  my  father  in  ge- 
neral, that  I  had  been  infinitely  ob- 
liged to  this  faithful  adherent;  and 
begged  he  would  indulge  me  fo  far  as 
to  fend  for  him  ••  without  letting  him 
know  my  happinefs,  until  he  could  re- 
ceive an  account  of  it  from  my  own 
mouth. 

My  requeft  was  inftantly  complied 
with,  and  a  meffenger  with  a  fpare 


mule  detached  to  the  fi\ip,  carrying 
orders  from  the  captain  to  the  mate  to 
fend  the  fteward  by  the  bearer.  My 
health  being  in  the  mean  time  re-e!ta- 
bliflied,  and  my  mind  compofed,  I  be- 
gan  to  relifti  this  important  turn  of 
my  fortune,  in  reflecting  upon  the  ad- 
vantages with  which  it  mult  be  attend- 
ed ;  and  as  the  idea  of  my  lovely  Nar- 
cifla  always  joined  itfelf  to  every  fcene 
of  happinefs  I  could  imagine,  I  enter- 
tained myfelf  now  with  the  profyeft 
of  poflefling  her  in  that  diltinguimed 
fphere  to  which  me  was  entitled  by  her 
birth  and  qualifications.  Having  often 
mentioned  her  name  while  I  was  de- 
prived of  my  fenfcs,  my  father  guefTetl 
that  there  was  an  intimate  connection 
between  us;  and  difcovering  the  picture 
which  hung  in  my  boi'om  by  a  ribband, 
did  not  doubt  that  it  was  the  refem- 
blance  of  my  amiable  miihefs:  in  this 
l)L-iief  he  was  confirmed  by  my  uncle, 
who  told  him  t'nnt  it  was  the  picture 
of  a  young  woman  to  whom  I  was 
under  piomife  of  marriage.  Alarmed 
at  this  piece  of  information,  Don  Ro- 
drigo took  the  ririt  opportunity  of 
cjucrtioning  me  shout  the  particulars 
of  this  affair;  winch  when  I  had  re- 
counted, he  approved  of  my  parTion, 
and  prcraiied  to  contribute  all  in  his 
power  towards  it's  fuccefs.  Though 
I  never  doubted  his  generoilty,  I  was 
tranfported  on  this  occafion,  and  throw- 
ing myfelf  at  his  feet,  told  him  he 
had  now  comp'eated  my  happinefs; 
for  without  the  poflefllon  of  Narciffa, 
I  mot:ld  be  mifcrable  among  all  the 
pleafures.of  life.  He  railed  me  with 
a  fmile  of  paternal  fondnefs;  faid  he 
knew  what  it  was  to  be  in  lov,e;  and 
cbferved,  that  if  he  had  been  as  ten- 
derly beloved  by  his  father  as  I  was 
by  mine,  he  fhould  not  now  perhaps 
have  caufe — -Here  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  figh,  the  tear  ruflied  into  his  eye, 
he  fupprefTed  the  dictates  of  his  grief, 
and  the  time  being  opportune,  defired 
me  to  relate  the  paflages  of  my  life, 
which  my  uncle  had  told  him  were 
manifold  and  furprizing.  I  recounted 
the  moft  material  circumftances  of  rny 
fortune,  to  which  he  liltened  with  won- 
der and  attention,  .manifefting  from 
time  to  time  thofe  different  emotions 
which  my  different  fituations  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  raifed  in  a  parent's 
breaft;  and  when  my  detail  was  ended, 
blefled  God  for  the  adverfity  I  had  un- 
dergone; 
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cicrgonf  j  which,   he  (aid,  enlarged  the 

t  ir.djng,     imjM'wcd    the    heart, 

•    tiie  cuiiltituiiun,  and    qualified 

r   ail  the  duties  mid 

enjoyments  of  life,  much  better  than 

any  education   which   affluence  could 

bellow. 

When  I  had  thus  fatisfied  his  curl- 
cfity,  I  di (covered  an  inclination  to 
hear  the  particulars  ot  his>  itoryj  which 
he  gratified,  by  b.pnnin:;  \\ith  his 
marriage,  ami  proceeded  to  'the  day 
of  his  difappearing,  as  I  have  related 
in  the  fir  ft  part  of  my  memoirs.  '  C  nc- 
lels  of  lite,'  continued  he,  '  and  un- 
able to  live  iu  a  place  where  every 
objecl:  recalled  the  memory  of  my  dear 
Charlotte,  whom  I  had  loft  through 
the  barbarity  of  an  unnatural  parent, 
I  took  my  leave  of  you,  my  child, 
then  an  infant,  with  a  heart  full  of 
unutterable  woe,  but  little  fufpicling 
that  my  father's  unkind  QC  ft  would 
lm-e  defcended  to  my  innocent  or- 
phan; and  letting  out  aione  at  mid- 
night for  the  nearell  fea-port,  early 
next  morning  got  on  board  a  (hip, 
bound,  as  I  hud  heard,  for  Fiance, 
and  bargaining  with  the  mailer  for 
my  palTage,  bade  a  long  adieu  to  my 
native  country,  and  put  to  fea  with 
the  fir  ft  fair  wind.  The  place  of 
our  dtllinaiion  was  Granville,  but 
we  had  the  misfortune  to  run  upon 
a  ridge  of  rock  s  near  i  he  ifland  of  AI- 
derney,  called  the  Ciikets,  where  the 
lea  running  high,  the  (hip  went  to 
pieces,  the  boat  funk  along  fide,  and 
every  foul  on  board  perilled,  except 
myfelf;  who,  by  the  afliftance  ui  a 
giating,  got  afliore  on  the  coall  of 
Normandy.  I  went  direclly  to  Caen, 
where  I  was  Co  lucky  as  to  meet  with 
a  count  whom  1  had  formerly 
known  in  my  travels :  with  this 
gentleman  I  ftt  out  for  P<uis,  where 
recommended  by  him  and  other 
friends,  as  a  tutcr  to  a  young  noble- 
man, whom  I  accompanied  to  the 
court  of  Spain.  There  we  iem;iined 
a  whole  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
my  pupil  being  recalled  by  his  t\- 
.  I  quitted  my  office,  and  itaid 
behind,  by  the  advice  of  a  certain 
Spamlh  grandee,  who  took  me  into 
his  protection,  and  introduced  me  to 
another  noV>lcman,  who  was  ..: 

I  created  viceroy  of  Peru.  He 
infilled  on  my  attending  him  to  his 
government  in  the  Indies  j  where, 


however,  by  reafon  of  my  religion, 
not  in  his  power  to  make  my 
fortune  any  other  way  than  by  en- 
couraging me  to  trade,  which  I  had 
•ng  profecutul  when  my  patron 
died,  and  I  found  myfelf  in  themidft 
of  Itrangers,  without  one  friend  to 
ftipport  and  protect  me.  U  .;  d  by 
this  confideration,  I  fold  my  cffeclf, 
and  removed  to  this  country,  the 
governor  of  which  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  viceroy,  was  my  in- 
timate acquaintance.  Here  has  Hea- 
ven profpered  my  endeavours,  during 
a  refidence  of  fixicen  years,  in  which 
my  tranquillity  was  never  invaded, 
but  by  the  remembrance  of  your  mo- 
ther, whofe  death  I  h.ive  in  frcret 
icd  without  ceafingj  and  the 
reflection  of  you,  whofe  fate  I  could 
never  learn,  noiwjthftanding  all  my 
enquiries,  by  means'  of  my  friends 
in  France;  who,  after  the  moft  drift 
examination,  could  give  me  no  other 
account,  than  tlrit  you  went  abroad 
fix  years  ago,  and  was  never  after 
heard  of.  I  could  not  reft  fatisfied 
with  this  im  per  feel  information}  and 
though  my  hope  of  finding  you  was 
but  languid)  refolved  to  go  in  queft 
of  you  in  perfon:  for  which  purpofc 
I  have  remitted  to  Holland  the  va- 
lue of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and 
am  in  polfcthon  of  fifteen  thoufand 
more,  with  which  I  intended  to  em- 
bark myfelf  on  board  of  Captain 
Bowling,  before  I  difcovered  this  a- 
masing  llroke  of  Providence,  which 
you  may  be  Cure  has  not  altered  my 
intention.' 

My  father  having  entertained  us  witl^ 
this  agreeable  iketch  of  his  life,  with- 
drew in  order  to  relieve  Don  Antonio, 
who  in  his  ubfcnce  had  done  the  ho- 
nours of  his  houll-j  and  I  was  juft 
drefled  for  my  appearance  among  the 
puc its,  when  Stiap  arrived  from  the 
(hip. 

He  no fooner  entered  the  grand  apart- 
ment in  which  I  was,  and  law  the 
magnificence  of  my  ;<cp:nel,  th.m  his 
fprech  wns  loft  in  amazement,  and  he 
gaped  in  iiience  at  the  c!  j-.cts  th  't  fur- 
rounded  him.  I  took  him  by  the  hand, 
oblerveil  that  I  had  Cent  for  him  to  b« 
a  witnefs  and  (harsr  of  my  happmefs, 
and  told  him  I  had  found  a  father. 
At  thefe.  words  he  darted,  and  after 
having  continued  foine  minutes  with 
his  mcuth  «od  eyes  wide  open,  cried, 

«  Ala! 
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Aha!— odd,  I  know  what!  Go  thy 
ways,  poor  Narcifla,  and  go  thy  ways 
fomebody  clfc — well — Lord,  what  a 
thing  is  love! — God  help  us!  are  all 
our  mad    pranks    and    proteftations 
come  to   this!  And   have  you  fi>jed 
your  habitation  in  this  diftant  land  ! 
God   profper  you !   I   find  we   mult 
part  at  laft;  for  I  would  not  leave 
my    poor    carcafe   fo   far  from    my 
native  home,   for  all  the  wealth  of 
the  univerfeP    With  thefe   ejacula- 
tions, he  began  to  fob  and  make  wry 
faces;    upon  which  I  ^ffured   him   of 
his  miftake,  both  in  regard  to  Narcifla, 
and  my  flaying  in  Paraguay,  and  in- 
formed him,  as  briefly  as  I  could,  of  the 
great  event  which  had  happened.     Ne- 
ver was  rapture  more  ludicroufly  ex- 
prefled,  than  in  the  behaviour  of  this 
worthy  creature,  who  cried,  laughed, 
whittled,  fung,    and  danced,  all  in   a 
breath;  his  tranfport  was  fcarce  over, 
when  my  father  entered,  who  no  foon- 
er  underftood  that  this  was  Strap,  than 
he  took  him  by  the  hand,  faying,  '  Is 
'  this  the  honeft  man  who  befriended 
*  you  fo  much  in  your  diftrefs? — You 
'  are  welcome  to  my  houfe;  and  I  will 
'  foon  put  it  in  the  power  of  my  fon  to 
'  reward  you  for  your  good  offices  in 
'  his  behalf:    in   the  mean    time,    go 
'  with   us,  and  partake  of  the  repaft 
'  that  is  provided.7     Strnp,  wild  as  he 
was  with  joy,  would  by  no  means  ac- 
cept of  the  proffered   honour,  crying, 
'  God   forbid!    I  know    my  diltancej 
'  your  worfhip  flu!!  excufe  me.'     And 
Don  Rodrigo,  finding  his  modefty  in- 
vincible, recommended »!> im  to  his  ma- 
jor-domo, to  be  treated'with  the  utmoft 
refpeft1;    while  life  carried    me  into    a 
large  faloon,  where  I  was  prefented  to 
a  numerous  company,  who  1'oaded  me 
with   compliments    and   caiefles,    and 
congratulated  rrly  father  in  terms  not 
proper  for  me  to  repeat. 

Without  fpecifying  the  particulars 
of  our  entertainment,  let  it  fuffice  to 
fay,  it  was  at  the  fame  time  elegant 
and  Aimptuous,  and  the  rejoicings  laft- 
ed  two  days:  after  which,  Don  Rod- 
riro  fettled  his  affairs,  converted  his 
errs&s  into  fiber  and  gold,  villted  and 
took  leave  of  all  his  friends,  who  were 
grieved  at  his  departure,  and  honoured 
me  with  confiderable  prefents;  and 
coming  on  board  of  my  uncle's  (hip,  with 
the  firlt  favourable  wind  we  failed  from 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  in  two  months 
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came  fafe  to  an  anchor  in  the  harHo.tsr 
ol  Kingfton  in  the  illand  of  Jamaica. 


CHAP.     XXXI. 

I  VISIT  MY  OLD  FUEND  THOM- 
SON— WE  SCT  SAIL  FOR  EUROPSi 
—  MEET  WITH  AN  ODD  ADVEN- 
TURE— ARRIVE  IN  ENGLAND 

I  RIDE  ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY 
FROM  PORTSMOUTH  TO  SUS- 
SEX  CONVERSE  WITH  MRS. 

SAGELY,  WHO  IN'FOKMS  ME  OF 
NARCISSA'S  BEING  IN  LONDON— 
IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  THIS  IN- 
TELLIGENCE, I  PROCEED  -^O 

CANTERBURY — MEET  r  .  .:  Y 
OLD  FRIEND  MCU.  iUVE 

AT  LONDON  —  VISI1  \.\RCISSA— 
INTRODUCE  MY  FATHER  TO 
HER — HE  IS  CHARMED  WITH 
HER  GOOD  SENSE  AXD  BEAU- 
TY— WE  COME  TO  A  DETER- 
MINATION OF  DEMANDING  HER. 
BROTHER'S  CONSENT  TO  OUR. 
MARRIAGE. 

I  Enquired,  as  foon  as  I  got  afhore, 
about  my  generous  companion 
Mr.  Thomfon;  and  hearing  that  he 
lived  in  a  flouiifhing  condition  upon 
the  eftate  left  him  by  '  :s  wife's  father, 
who  had  been  dead  feme  years,  I  took 
liorfe  immediately,  with  the  ooni'unt  of 
Don  Rodrigo,  who  had  heard  me  men- 
tion him  with  great  regard,  and  in  a 
few  hours  reached  the  place  of  his  ha- 
bitation. 

I  mould  much  wrong  the  delicacy  of 
Mr.  Thomfon's  fentiments,  to  fay 
barely  he  was  glad  to  fee  me :  he  felt 
all  that  the  moft  fenfible  and  difinte- 
refted  friendship  could  feel  on  this  occa- 
fion;  introduced  me  to  his  wife,  a  very 
amiable  young  lady,  who  had  already 
blefled  him  with  two  fine  children j 
and  being  as  yet  ignorant  of  my  cir- 
cumftances,  frankly  offered  me  the  af- 
fiiiance  of  his  purfe  and  intereft.  I 
thanked  him  for  his  generous  inten- 
tion, and  made  him  acquainted  with 
my  fituation,  on  which  he  congratu- 
lated me  with  great  joy;  and  after  I 
had  ftaid  with  him  a  whole  day  and 
night,  accompanied  me  back  to  King- 
iton,  to  wait  upon  my  father,  whom 
he  invited  to  his  houfe.  Don  Rodrigo 
complied  with  his  requeft;  and  having 
been  haridl'omely  entertained  during 

the 
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the  fpace  of  a  week,  returmd  extreme- 

•  it!i   the  l.i  IKUI.  ur  of 
icnd  and    his   lady,  to   whom  at 

.:cd    a    vriy   valuable 

i  tok-'ii  of  !. 

Duiing  the  couifeof  my  convei Cation 

with   Mr.   Thomlon,    he  gave    me   to 

underltand,  that   his  and  ir.y  old  com- 

O.iklniin    was    dead 

•  r.;l    that    .  .  ••  mediately 
attcr  his  dd'h,   a   dil  oveiy  h:u!   been 

of  fome  va!u;i!)!c  efiecls  that  he 
hail  t.loi  llv  kcuted  oin  ul  :t  pn?>  , 
by  tru-  of  Dr.  Mack: 

who  was  now  a&uallv  in  piilon  on  that 
account,  and  bring  ciettitute  <-t  friends, 
fubfilted  folely  on  the  charity  of  my 
friend,  whofe  bounty  h<-  hid  implored 
in  the  molt  ahj-.'5t  manner,  afr-r  hav- 
ing been  the  barbarous  occalion  of 
diiving  him  to  that  terrible  extremity 
on  hoard  of  the  Thunder,  which  we 
Inve  formcilr  related.  Whatfoever 
this  \vietcl;  might  hnve  been  guilty  of, 
I  applauded  Mr.  Thornton's  genero- 
fuy  toward?  him  in  his  diftrefs,  which 
wrought  fo  much  upon  me  allo,  that  I 
lent  him  ten  pillules,  in  Inch  a  private 
manner  that  he  could  never  know  his 
benefjftor. 

While  my  father  and  I  were  careffed 
among  the  gentlemen  on  lliore,  Captain 
Bowling  had  writ  to  his  owners,  by  the 
packet,  which  failed  a  few  days  after 
our  arrival,  fignifying  his  prolperous 
voyage  hitherto,  and  defiring  them  to 
infure  his  (hip  and  cargo  homeward- 
bound;  after  which  precaution  he  ap- 
plied himfelf  fo  heartily  to  the  tafk  of 
loading  his  (hip,  that  with  the  alTiltance 
of  Mr.  Thorn  Con,  (he  was  full  in  lefs 
than  fix  weeks.  This  kind  gentleman 
likcwile  procured  for  Don  Rodrigo 
bills  upon  London  for  the  greateft  part 
of  his  gold  and  (liver,  by  which  means 
it  was  teemed  againltthe  rifque  of  the 
feas  and  the  enemy;  and  before  we 
failed,  fupplied  us  with  fuch  large 
quantities  of  all  kinds  of  (tock,  that 
not  only  we,  but  the  (hip's  company, 
fared  fumptuoufly  during  the  voyage. 

Every  thing  being  ready,  we  took 
our  leave  of  our  kind  ni'ertainers, 
and  going  on  board  at  Port  Royal,  let 
fail  for  Kngland  on  the  firlt  day  of 
June.  We  beat  up  to  windward,  with 
fine  eafy  weather;  and  one  night,  be- 
lieving ourfelves  near  Cape  Tiberoon, 
lay  to,  with  an  intention  to  wood  and 


water  next  morning  in  the  bay.  While 
we  remained  in  this  fituation,  a  i 
having  drank  more  new  rum  than  he 
could  carry,  (taggrred  over-board,  and 
notwithstanding    all    the     means 
cruld  be  ufed  to  prelerve  him,    went 
to  the  bottom  and  diftpjioared.    /. 
two  hours  after  this  r.-.i-l  .\r, holy 
dent  r  !   the  cool 

aii  on  t'nc  quarter- derk,  I  heard  a  •. 
rifing,  as  tt  were  out  of  th  -  .  I 

calling,  '   Ho,  the  (hip;  ahoy!'  ! 
which  one  of  the  mm  upon  ;iie  fuc- 
cntlle  ciird,    «   I'll   be  d— n'<i,"it   that 
'  an't    Jack    Marlin/pike,    who    went 
'  overboard  !'  Not  a  Hale  furprlzed  :it 
this  event,  I  jumped  into  the  boat  that 
lay  alon^-lide-,  with   the   fecond  mate 
.ir  men,    and    rowing    towards 
the     place     from    wrfence    the    voice 
(which    repeated   the  hail)    feeined    to 
proceed,   we  perceived  (bmething  float- 
ing  upon    the    wattr;    when    we   had 
rowed  a  little  farther,  we  diicerned  it 
to  be  a   man  riding  upon  a  hen-coop, 
who,  feeing  us   approach,  pronounced 
witli    a    hoarfe   voice,     '    D — n    your 
'  bloods!    why   did    you    not    anfwer 
'  when  I  hailed?'  Our  mate,  who  was 
a  veritable  feaman,  hearing  this  falute, 
faid,  *  By  G— ,  my  lads,  this  is  norife  of 
'  our  man;  this  is  the  devil!  puil  away 
'  for  the  fliip.'     The    fellows  obeyed 
his  command,    without  quettion,   and 
were  already  fome  fathoms  on  our  re- 
turn, when   I  infilted  on   their  taking 
up   the   poor   creature,    and*  prevailed 
upon  them   to  go  back   to  the  wreck, 
which  when  we  came  near  the  lecond 
time,  and  fignified   our  intention,  we 
received  an  anfwer  of,   '   Avalt,   avail! 
'   what   (hip,   brother?'  Being  latisfied 
in  this  particular,  he  cried,  '  D— n  the 
'  (liip,  I  was  in  hopes  it  had  been  my 
'  own;   where  are  you  bound  ?'     We 
fatistu-d  his  curiofity  in  this  particular 
too;    upon   which   he    fuffered   himfelf 
to  be  taken,  on  board,  and  after  having 
been  comforted  with  a  dram,  told  us 
he   belonged    to   the  Vrfuvio    man  of 
war,    upon   a  cruize  off  the  ifland  pf 
Hifpnniola;    that   he  had   (alien   over- 
board  about   four    and    t.venty    hours 
ago,  and  the  (hip  being  under  fail,  tl-o- 
did  not  chufc  to  bring  to,  but  torTed  a 
hen-coop  over-board  for  his  conveni- 
ence, upon  which  he  was  in  good  hopes 
of   reaching  the  Cape  IKXI    n 
toiribmcver,  he  wss  as  weii  con;. 

Kk  to 
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to  be  aboard  of  us,  becaufe  he  did  not 
doubt  that  we  (houldmeet  his  (hip;  and 
it  he  had  gone  on  (here  in  the  bay,  he 
might  have  been  taken  prifoner  by  the 
French.  My  uncle  and  father  were 
very  much  diverted  with  the  account 
of  this  fellow's  unconcerned  behavi- 
our; and  in  two  days,  meeting  with 
the  Vefiu'io,  as  he  expecled,  lent  him  on 
board  of  her,  according  to  his  defire. 

Having  beat  up  fuccefsfutly  the 
windward  pafl'age,  we  ftretched  to  the 
northward,  and  falling  in  with  a  wei- 
terly  wind,  in  eight  weeks  arrived  in 
foundings,  and  in  two  days  after  made 
the  Lizzard.  It  is  impofllble  to  exprefs 
the  joy  I  felt  at  the  fight  of  Englifh 
ground !  Don  Rodrigo  was  not  un- 
moved, and  Strap  filed  tears  of  glad- 
nefs.  The  tailors  profited  by  our  la- 
titifaclionj  the  (hoe  that  was  nailed  to 
the  matt  being  quite  filled  with  our 
liberality.  My  uncle  lejolved  to  run 
up  into  the  Downs  at  once;  but  the 
wind  Shifting  when  we  were  abrealt 
of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  he  was  obliged  to 
nun  into  St.  Helen's,  and  come  to  Spit- 
head,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the 
crew,  thirty  ot  whom  were  immediate- 
ly pi  died  on  board  of  a  man  of  war. 

My  father  and  1  went  afhore  im- 
mediately at  Portfincuth,  leaving  Sir;<p 
wiih  the  captain  to  go  round  with  the 
flsip,  and'take  care  of  our  efrecls  ;  and 
I  difcovcred  lo  much  impatience  to  fee 
my  charming  Narcifl'u,  that  my  fa- 
ther permitted  me  to  ride  acrofs  the 
country  to  her  brothel's  houfe,  while 
IK;  mould  hire  a  poft-chaife  for  London, 
where  he  would  wait  for  me  at  a  place 
to  which  I  directed  him. 

Fired  with  all  the  eagernefs  of  pnf- 
£on,  I  took  port  that  very  night,  and 
in  the  morning  reached  an  inn  about 
three  miles  from  the  fquirc's  habita- 
^ion:  here  I  remained  till  next  even- 
ing, allaying  the  torture  ot  my  impa- 
tience with  the  rapturous  hope  of  fee- 
ing that  divine  creature  after  an  abfence 
of  eighteen  months,  which  far  from 
impairing,  had  railed  my  love  to  the 
inoft  exalted  pitch!  Neither  were  my 
lefieclions  free  from  apprehenfions, 
that  fometimes  intervened  in  fpite  of 
all  my  hope,  ar.d  reprefented  her  as 
having  yielded  to  the  importunity  of 
her  brother,  and  blefled  the  arms  of  an 
happy  rival.  My  thoughts  were  even 
maddened  with  the  fear  of  her  death  ; 
wvl  when  I  arrived  in  the  dark  at  the 


houfe  of  Mrs.  Sagely,  I  had  not  for 
fame  time  com  age  to  defire  admittance, 
left  my  foul  fhould  be  mocked  with  dif- 
mal   tidings.     At  length,   however,  I 
knocked;  and   no  (boner  certified  the 
good  gentlewoman  of  my  voice,  than 
(lie  opened  the  door,   and  received  me 
with  a  moft  affectionate  embrace,  that 
brought  tears  into  her  aged  eyes.    'For 
'  Heaven's  fake!  dear  mother,'  cried  I, 
'  tell   me   how  is  Narciffa?  Is  (he  the 
1  fame  that  I  left  her?'  She  bleffed  my 
ears  with  faying,  '  She  is  as  beautiful, 
*   in  as  good  health,  and  as  much  yours 
'  as  ever.'     Tranfported  at  this   affu- 
rance,  I  begged  to  know  if  I  could  not 
fee  her  that  very  night;  when  this  fage 
mation  gave  me  to  underhand  that  my 
miftrefs  was  in  London,  and  that  things 
were  ftrangely  altered   in  the  (quire's 
houfe  iince  my  departure;  that  he  had 
been  married   a  whole  year  to  Melin- 
da,  who  at  firit  found  imans  to  wean 
his  attention  fo  much   from   Narcifla, 
that  he  became  quite  carelefs  of  that 
lovely  fifter,    comforting  himielf  with 
the  claul'e  in  his  father's  will,  by  which 
(he  fhould  foifeit  her  fortune,  by  mar- 
rying   without  his    condnt;    that    my 
nuitrefs  being  but  indifferently  treated 
by  her  fifter-in-law,  had  made  ufe  of 
her   freedom   Ibme   months   ago,   and 
gone  to  town,  where  (he  was  lodged 
with  Mil's  Williams,  in  expectation  of 
my  arrival;  and  had  been  peftered  with 
the  addrefles  of  Lord  Quiverwit,  who 
finding  her  heart  engaged,  had   fallen 
upon  a  great  many  mifls  to  perfuade 
her  that  I  was  dead;    but  finding  all 
his  artifices  unfuccefsfnl,  and  delpair- 
ing  of  gaining  her  s«ffec\ion,    he   had 
confbled    himlelf  for  her  indifference< 
by  marrying  another  lady  fome  wetks 
ago,  who  had  already  left  him  on  ac- 
count of  fome  family  uneafi'nefs.     Be- 
fidcs   this  interefting  information,   (lie 
told    rue,   that   there  was  not   a  great 
deal  of  harmony  between  Melinda  and 
the  fquire,  who  was  fo  much  difgufted 
at  the  number  of  gallants  who  con- 
tinued  to  hover  about  her  even  after 
marriage,  that  he  had  hurried  her  down 
mto  the  country  much  againft  her  .own 
inclination,    where  their   mutual   ani- 
mofities   had   rifcn    to   fuch  a  height, 
that  they  preferved  no  decency  before 
company  or  lervants,  but  abufed  one 
another  in  the  giofixft  terms. 

This  good  old  gentlewoman,  to  give 
me  a  convincing  proof  of  my  dear  Nar- 
cifla'* 
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ciflVi  unalterable  love,  gratified  me 
with  a  li^ht  of  the  lad  letter  (he  had 
.-..!  'lu-i  with,  in  which  I  was 
mentioned  with  fo  much  honour,  ten- 
dernefi,  and  concern,  that  my  foul 
was  filed  with  impuience,  and  I  de- 
termined to  ride  all  night,  that  I  might 
:  it  the  (boner  in  my  power  to  mnke 
her  happy.  Mrs.  Sagely  perceiving 
my  eagernefs,  and  her  maternal  afFec- 
tion  being  equally  divided  between 
NarcilTa  and  me,  begged  leave  to  re- 
mind me  of  the  lentiments  with  which 
I  went  abroad,  that  would  not  permit 
me  for  any  felfifli  gratification  to  pre- 
judice th?  fortune  of  that  amiable 
you r.g  lady,  who  mutt  entirely  depend 
upon  me,  after  having  beftowed  hcr- 
felf  in  marriage.  I  thanked  her  for  her 
kind  concern,  and  as  briefly  as  polli- 
blc  ddcribsd  my  flourishing  fit  nation, 
which  atForde.l  this  humane  perfor.  in- 
finite wonder  and  fatisfa&ion.  I  told 
her,  that  now  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
manifeft  my  gratitude  for  the  obliga- 
tions I  owed,  I  would  endeavour  to 
make  herold  age  comfortable  and  eafy ; 
as  a  ftep  to  which,  I  propofed  (he  ihould 
come  and  live  with  NarcifTa  and  me. 
This  venerable  gentlewoman  was  fo 
much  afFeiled  with  my  words,  that  the 
tears  ran  down  her  ancient  cheeks; 
me  thanked  Heaven  that  I  had  not  be- 
lied theprefages  (lie  had  made  on  her  full 
acquaintance  with  me;  acknowledging 
my  generofity,  as  (lie  called  it,  in  the 
moft  elegant  and  pathetick  expreflions ; 
but  declined  my  propofal,  on  account 
of  her  attachment  to  the  dear  melan- 
choly cottage  where  (he  had  fo  peace- 
fully conlumed  her  folitary  widowhood. 
Finding  her  immoveable  on  this  fubjeft, 
I  infilled  on  her  accepting  a  prefent  of 
thirty  guineas,  and  took  my  lenvp,  re- 
folving  to  accommodate  her  with  the 
fame  Cum  annually,  for  the  more  com- 
fortable fupport  of  the  infirmities  of 
old  age. 

'  Having  rode  all  night,  I  found  my- 
felf  at  Canterbury  in  the  morning, 
where  I  alighted  to  procure  frelli  hor- 
fes  ;  and  as  I  walked  into  the  inn,  per- 
ceived an  apothecary's  (hop  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  ftreet,  with  the  name 
of  Morpan  over  the  door.  Alarmed 
at  this  difcovery,  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that  my  old  meffmatq  had 
fettled  in  this  place;  and  upon  enquiry, 
found  my  conjecture  true,  and  tli.u  l<e 
was  married  lauly  to  a  widow  in  that 
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country,  by  whom  hehad  got  three  thou- 
(and  pounds.  Rejoiced  at  this  intelli- 
gence, I  went  to  liis  (hop  as  foon  an  it 
was  open,  and  found  my  friend  be- 
hind the  counter,  bufy  in  preparing  a 
clyfter.  I  fainted  him  at  entrance, 
with—'  Your  lervant,  Mr.  Morgan.* 
Upon  which  he  looked  at  me,  an 
plying,  '  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
'  goot  Sir!'  rubbed  his  ingredient*  in 
the  mortar,  without  any  emotion. 
'  What!'  faid  I,  '  Morgan,  have  yoa 
'  forgot  your  old  mell'mate?'  At 
thefe  words,  he  looked  up  again,  and 
ftarting,  cried,  '  As  Got  is  my — fure 

*  it  cannot — yes  by  my  falfation,  I  pe- 
'  lief  it  is  my  dear  friend  Mr.  Rantom.* 
He  was  no  (boner  convinced   of   my 
identity,  than  he  threw  down  the  pel- 
tie,  oveiTet  the  mortar,  and  jumping 
ovtr  the  board,  fwept  up  the  contents 
with  his  cloaths,  rLw  :ibont  my  neck, 
hugged  me  affecVionately,  and  daubed 
me  all  over  with   turpentine  and    the 
yolks  of  eggs,  which  he  had  been  mix- 
ing when  I  came  in.    Our  mutual  con- 
gratulations bting  over,    he   told  me, 
that  he  found  himfelf  a  widower  upon 
his  return  from   the  Welt  Indies;  that 
he  had  got  interelt  to  be  appointed  fur- 
geon  of  a  man  of  war,  in  which  capa- 
city he  ferved   fome    years,    until    he 
manied  an  apo'thftcary'i   widow,  wiili 
whom  he  now  enjoyed  a  preity  good 
Ann  of  money,  peace  and  quiet,  and 
an    indifferent    good    trade.     He  was 
very  defirous  of  hearing  my  adventure1:, 
which  I  allured  him  I  had  not  time  to 
relate,    but  told  him  in  general,    my 
cirtumftam.es    were    very    good,    and 
that   I  hoped  to  lee  him  when  I  mould 
not  be  in   fuch  a   hurry  as  at' preterit. 
He  infilled,  however,    on  my  flaying- 
breakfalt,    and   introduced  me  to  his 
wife,  who  feemed  to  be  a  decent  Jen- 
fible  woman,    pretty  well    lliitk.cn   in 
years.     Jn  the  coiufe  of  our  converfa- 
tion,    he  (hewed  the    fleeve  buttons  I 
had  exchanged  with  him  at  our  part- 
ing in  the  Welt  Indies,  and  was  not  a 
little  proud  to  fee  that  I  had  preferved 
his  with  the  fame  care.     When  I  in- 
formed him  of  Mnckftiane's  condition, 
he  feemed  at  fir  (I  to  exult  ovtr  his  dif. 
trefs;    but    atttr    a  little  recolleftion, 
faid,  '  Well,  he  has  paid  for  his  ma- 

•  lice,  I  forgife  him,  and  may  Got  for- 
'  give  him  likewifc.'    HeexprelT.d  £ieat 
concern  for  ihe  foul  of  Captain  Oak- 
hum,    which    he    believed    was    now 
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gnafliing  it's  teeth.  But  it  was  fome 
time  before  I  could  convince  him  of 
Thomfbn's  being  alive,  at  whofe  good 
fortune,  neverthclefs,  he  was  extreme- 
ly glad. 

Having  renewed  our  protections  of 
friendship,  I  bade  the  honelt  Welch- 
man  and  his  fpoufe  farewel,  and  taking 
poft-ho;fes,  arrived  at  London  that 
fame  night,  where  I  found  rny  father 
in  good  health,  to  whom  I  imparted 
vvi)-,t  I  had  teamed  of  Narciffa.  This 
indulgent  parent 'approved  of  my  in- 
tention of  marrying  her,  even  without 
a  fortune,  provided  her  brother's  con- 
fent  could  not  be  obtained;  promifed 
to  make  over  to  me  in  a  ie\v  day-  a 
fufficiency  to  maintain  her  in  a  famion- 
able  manner,  and  expreffcd  a  def,re  of 
feeing  this  amiable  creature,  who  had 
captivated  me  fo  much.  As  I  had  not 
llept  the  night  before,  and  was  befides 
fatigued  with  my  journey,  I  tcirnd 
myfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  taking  fome 
repofe,  and  went  to  bed  accordingly : 
next  morning  about  ten  o'clock,  took 
a  chair,  and,  according  to  Mrs.  Sage- 
ly's  directions,  went  to  my  charmer's 
lodgings,  and  enquired  for  Mil's  Wil- 
liams. I  had  not  waited  in  the  par- 
lour longer  than  a  minute,  when  this 
young  woman  entered,  and  no  fooner 
perceived  me,  than  (he  fhricked  and 
ran  backward;  but  I  got  between  her 
and  the  door,  and  clafping  her  in  my 
arms,  brought  her  to  herklf  with  an 
embrace.  '  Good  Heaven!'  cried  (he, 
4  Mr.  Random,  is  it  you  indeed!  my 

*  miftrefs  will  run  diftraftedwith  joy.' 
I  told  her,  it   was  from  an  apprehen- 
fion  that  my  fudden  appearance  might 
have,  fome  bad  tffi-cl  on  my  dear  Nar- 
cifla,  that  I  had  defned  to  fee  her  firft, 
in  order  lo  concert  fome  method  of  ac- 
quainting her  miftrefs  gradually  with 
jny   arrival.       She    approved    of    my 
conduct,  and  after  haying  yielded   to 
the  fuggeitions  of  her  own  friendfhip, 
in  aflcing  if  my  voynge  had  been  fuc- 
cefsful,  charged  her  felt  witii  that  office, 
and    left   me  glowing   with    defire  of 
feeing  and  embracing  the  objecl  of  my 
love.      In    a  veiy  little  lime  I    heard 
fomebody  coming  down  ftaus  in  hade, 
and  the  voice  of  my  angel  pronounce, 
with  an  eager  tone,  '  O  Heaven!  is   it 

*  poffible  !    where   is   he?'   How  were 
niy    faculties   aiouzed     at    this    well 
known  found  I  and  how  was  my  foul 
traniported,  when  (he  broke  in  upon 


my  view,  in  all  the  bloom  of  ripened 
beauty ! 

*   Grace  was  in  all  her  fleps,  heaven  in  her 

'  eye,  ' 
'  In  every  gefture  dignity  and  love !' 

You  whofe  fouls  are  fufceptible  of  the 
molt  delicate  imprefiions,  whofe  ten- 
der bofbms  have  felt  the  affecting  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  luve,  who  have  fu  fie  red 
an  abfence  of  eighteen  long  months 
from  the  dear  obji  cl  oi  your  hope,  and 
found  at  your  return  the  melting  fair 
as  kind  and  as  confbnt  as  your  heart 
could  wilii,  do  me  juftice  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  conceive  what  unutterable 
rapture  pofierTed  us  both,  while  we  flew 
into  each  other's  arms!  This  was  no 
time  for  (peechj  locktt!  in  a  mutual 
embrace,  we  continue"'  :_me  minutes  in 
a  fslent  trance  of  joy  !  When  I  thus 
encircled  all  that  my  foul  held  dearj 
while  I  hung  over  her  beauties,  beheld 
htr  eyes  fparkle,  and  every  feature  flufli 
with  virtuous  fondnefsj  when  I  faw 
her  enchanting  boibm  heave  with  un- 
diflenibled  rapture,  and  kih  v,  myi'elf 
the  happy  caul'cj  heavens,  what  was  my 
fituation!  I  am  tempted  to  commit  my 
paper  to  the  flames,  and  to  i  enounce 
my  pen  for  ever,  becaufe  it's  molt  ar- 
dent and  lucky  txpreflion  fo  poorly  de- 
fcribes  the  emotions  of  my  foul.  *  O 
'  adorable  Narcifla  !'  cried  I,  '  O  mi- 

*  rack  of  beauty,  love,   and  truth!   I 
'  at  lift  fold  thee  in  my  aims!  I  atlaft 

*  can  call  thee  mine!  No  jealous  bro- 
'  ther  fliall  thwart  our  happinefs  ygain  ; 
'  fortune  hath  at  length  recompenfed 
'  me  for  all  my  lufferings,  and  enabled 
'  me  to  do  ju(iice  to  my  love.'     The 
dear  creature  fmiled  ineffably  charm- 
ing, and  with  a  look  of  bewitching 
tendeipefs,  laid,  '  And  (hall  we  never 
'  part   again?'—'  Never!'   1    replied, 
'  thou  wondrous  pattern  of  all  earthly 
'  perfeclion !    never,   until  death  /hall 
'  divide  us  !    By  this  ambroiial   kifs, 

*  a     thoufand    times    more    fragrant 
'  than    the    breeze    that  -fweeps    the 

*  orange  grove,  I  nevermore  will  leave 
'  thee!' 

As  my  firft  tranfport  abated,  my 
paflion  grew  turbulent  and  unruly.  I 
was  giddy  with  (landing  on  the  brink 
of  blifs,  and  all  my  virtue  and  philo- 
fophy  were  fcarce  fufficient  to  icftrain, 
the  inordinate  fallits  cf  defire.  Nar- 
cifia  perceived  the  conflict  within  me, 
and  with  her  ufual  dignity  of  prudence, 

called 
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called  off  my  imagination  from  the  ob- 
jccl  in  view,  and  with  cagir  ixpief- 
t  interelled  luriofity,  dcfucd  to 
know  the  paiticuluis  of  my  voyage.  In 
this  Igianhrd  !u-i  inclination,  bringing 
my  (lory  down  to  the  pretext  lioui :  (he 
was  infinitely  furprizcd  at  the  circum- 
ol  my  finding  n>y  father,  which 
brought  tears  into  her  lovely  e)es. 
She  was  tranfported  at  hern  ing  that  he 
approved  my  flame,  diicoveud  a  long- 
;ILJ  introduced  to  him, 
congiatuhted  herlelf  and  me  upon  my 
good  fortune,  and  obfervcd  that  this 
great  and  unexpected  (troke  of  fate 
ieemed  to  have  Uvn  brought  about  by 
the  imir.ediate  direction  of  Providence. 
Having  entert.. .:  ives  fome 

hours  with  the  genuine  ett'u lions  of  our 
fouls,   I  outlined  iier  confent  to  com- 
jileat  mv  happmeis  as  foon  as  my  fa- 
ther h.ould   judge  it   proper;  and  ap- 
plying with  my  own  hancii  a  valuable 
necklace,  compofed   of  diamonds  and 
amcihylts  fet  alternately,  which  an  old 
Ti  lady  of  Paraguay  had  prelent- 
ed  me  with,  I    took   my   leave,  pro- 
miiing  to  return  in  the  afternoon  with 
D<      Rodrigo.     When  I  went  home, 
this  generous  parent  enquired  very  af- 
.    about   the    health   of  my 
NarcilTa,  to  whom,   that  I  might 
be  the  more  agreeable,  he  put  into  my 
hand  a  deed,  by  which  I  found  myieif 
in  pofleffion  of  fifteen  thoui'and  pounds, 
excluiive  of  ihe  profits  of  my  own  mer- 
chandize,   which    amounted    to    three 
thoufand  mote.     After  dinner   I  ac- 
companied him  to  the  lodging  of  my 
mirhcls,  who  being  drefled  for  the  oc- 
caiion,   m^dc   a  molt  dazzling  appear- 
ance.    I  could  perceive  him  itruck  with 
her  figure,  winch    I   really  think  was 
the  molt  beaut-Jiil  that  ever  was  created 
tinder  the  fun.     He  embraced  her  ten- 
derly,  and  told  her,  he  was  proud  of 
having  a  Ion  who  had  fpirit  to  attempt, 
and   qualifications  to   engage,  the  af- 
feCtior.s  of   fnch    a    fine    lady.       She 
blinned  at   this  compliment,   and  with 
eyes   full   of  the  fortelt   langnifliment 
turned  upon  me,  /aid,  flie  Oiouid  have 
unwoithy  of  Mr.  Random's  at- 
tention, had  (he  been  blind  to  his  ex- 
traordinary  merit.     I    made  no   other 
snl'wer  than  a  low   bow.     My  father, 
lighing,  pionounced,  '  Suth  once  was 
•   my  Charlotte!'  while  the  tear  rulhed 
into  his  eye,   and   the  tender  heart  cf 
Narcifla  maniffllcil  itltii  in  two  pie- 
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ciou»  drops  of  fympatliy,  which,  but 
ior  his  prcfcnce,  I  would  have  killed 
away.  Without  repeating  the  parti- 
culais  of  our  converfation,  I  (hall  only 
tblerve,  that  Don  Rodrigo  was  as 
much  charmed  with  her  good  lenfe,  at 
with  her  appearance;  and  Ihe  was  no 
KI-  pleafed  with  his  undt-i  Handing  and 
polite  addirl's.  It  w;i!>  duermined 
that  he  (hould  write  to  the  Iquiie,  fig- 
nilying  Ins  approbation  of  my  pjflion 
for  his  filter,  and  ottering  a  lettlement 
which  he  (hould  have  no  icatbn  to  ic- 
jt6l;  and  that,  if  he  ftiould  refute  the 
propoial,  we  would  crown  our  mutual 
wi flies  without  any  farther  regard  to 
his  will. 


CHAP.     XXX!  I. 

MY  FAT  HER  MAKES  A  PRESENT  TO 
NARC1SSA— THE  LtTTfcK  IS  DIS- 
TAICHLD  TO  HER.  BROTHER — I 
APPEAR  AMONG  MT  ACQ^UAIN- 
TANCE — BANTER'S  BEHAVIOUR 

THE       SQJHRE       REFUSES       HIS 

CONSENT  —  MY  UNCLE  COMES 
TO  TOWN  —  APPROVES  OF  MY 
CHOICE — I  AM  MARRIED — WE 
MEET  THE  SO^UIRE  AND  HIS  LADY 
AT  THE  PLAY — OUR  ACQJIAIJI- 
TANCE  IS  COURTED. 

AFTER  having  fpent  the  evening 
to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  all  prefent, 
my' father  addiefled  himielf  thus  to 
Naicifla:  '  Madam,  give  me  leave  to 
•  coniuler  you  hereafter  as  my  daugh- 
'  ter,  in  which  capacity  I  infill  upon 
«  your  accepting  this  firlt  inltance  of 
'  my  paternal  duty  and  affefiion.' 
With  thde  words  he  put  into  her  hand 
a  bank-note  of  500!.  which  (he  no 
fooner  examined,  than  with  a  low 
curtity  (he  replied,  «  Dear  Sir,  though 
'  I  have  not  the  leaft  occafion  for  this 
'  lupply,  I  have  too  great  a  veneration 
'  for  yon,  to  refufe  this  proof  of  your 
'  gtneroiity  and  elteem,  which  I  the 
'  more  fieely  receive,  becaufe  I  al- 
'  ready  look  upon  Mr.  Random's  in- 
'  terelt  as  inlVparably  connected  with 
'  mine.'  He  was  extremely  well 
pleated  with  her  frank  and  ingenuous 
reply;  upyn  which  we  faluted,  and 
wifhed  her  good  night.  The  letter,  at 
my  rcquelt,  was  difpatched  to  Suflex 
by  arf  cxprefsj  and  in  the  mean  time 
Don  Rodrigo,  to  grace  my  nuptials, 

hired 
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hired  a  ready- furnished  houfe,  and  fet 
tip  a  very  handfome  equipage. 

Though  J   patted  the  greateft  part 
of  the  day  with    the  darling  of    my 
foul,  I  found  leifuie  fometimes  to  be 
among  my  former  acquaintance,  who 
were  aftonifhed  at  the  magnificence  of 
my  appearance.    Banter,   in   particu- 
lar,   was   confounded    at   the   Jtra/ige 
•viciffitudes  of  my  fortune;  the  caufes 
of  which  he  endeavoured  in  vain    to 
ciifcover,   «nti>  I  thought  fit  to   dif- 
clofe  the  whole  fecret  of  my  laft  voy- 
age, partly    in    confideration    of    our 
former  intimacy,  and  partly  to  prevent 
unfavourable  conjectures,  which  he  and 
others   in  all   probability  would   have 
made  in  regard  to  my  circumliances. 
He  profefled  great  fatisfaction  at  this 
piece  of  news;  and  I  had  no  caufe  to 
believe  him   infmcere,    when   I  confi- 
tlered  that  he  would  now  look  upon 
himfelf  as  acquitted    of  the  debt    he 
owed  me,  and  at  the  fame  time  flatter 
himfelf  with  hopes  of  borrowing  more. 
I  carried  him  home  to  dinner  with  me, 
and  my  father  liked   his  conveiTation 
fo  much,   that  upon  hearing  his  diffi- 
culties, he  defired  me  to  accommodate 
him  for  the  prefent,  and  enquire  if  he 
would  accept  of  a  commiflion   in   the 
army,   towards  the  purchaie  of  which 
he  would  willingly  lend  him  money. 
Accordingly,  I  gave  my  friend  an  op- 
portunity   of  being    alone  with    me; 
when,  as  I  expected,   he  told  me  he 
was  juft  on  the  point  of  being  recon- 
piled  to  an  old  rich   uncle,  whofe  heir 
he  was,  but  wanted  a  few  pieces  for 
immediate  expence,  which    he  defired 
I  would  lend  him,  and  take  his  bond 
for  the  whole.     His  demand   was  li- 
mited to  ten  guineas;  and  when  I  put 
twenty  into  his  hand,  he  ftared  at  me 
for  fome    moments,    then    putting   it 
into  his  purfe,  faid,  '  Aye,  'tis  all  one, 
t  you  (hall  have  the  whole  in  a  very 
'  fliort  time.'     When  I  had  taken  his 
rote,  to  fave  the  expence  of  a  bond,  I 
cxprsfled  fome  furprize  that  a   fellow 
of  his  fpirit  fliould  loiter  away  his  time 
Jn  idlenefs,  and  ajked  why  he  did  not 
chufe  to  make  his  fortune  in  the  army. 
Whit!*  faid  he,   '  throw  away  my 
money  upon  a  (u.baltern's  commif- 
fion,  to  be  under  the  command  of  a 
parcel  of  fcoundrels  who  have  raifed 
themfelves  above  me  by  the  molt  in- 
famous practices!   no,  I  love   inde- 
pendency too  well  to  facrifice  my  {ife, 


'  health,  and  pleafure,  for  fuch  a  pitf- 
'  ful  confideration.'  Finding  him  a- 
verfe  to  this  way  of  life,  I  changed 
the  fubject,  and  returned  to  Don 
Rodrigo,  who  had  jult  received  the 
following  epiftle  from  the  (quire. 

'SIR, 

*  pONCERNlNGaletterwhich 
V  <  I  received  fubfcribed  R.  Ran- 
dom, this  is  the  anfwer.  As  for 
you,  I  know  nothing  of  you.  Your 
fon,  or  pretended  fon,  I  have  feen : 
if  he  marries  my  fitter,  at  his  peril 
be  it;  I  do  declare,  that  he  fhall  not 
have  one  farthing  of  her  fortune, 
which  becomes  my  property,  if  (he 
fakes  a  hufband  without  my  confcnt. 
Your  fettlement,  I  do  believe,  is 
all  a  (ham,  and  yourfelf  no  better 
than  you  (hould  be;  but  if  you  had 
all  the  wealth  of  the  Indies,  your  fon 
(hall  never  match  in  our  family,  with 
the  confent  of 

'  ORSON  TOPEHALL.' 

My  father  was  not  much  furprized 
at  this  polite  letter,  after  having  heard 
the  character  of  the  author;  and  as  for 
me,  I  was  even  pleafed  at  his  refufal, 
becanfe  I  now  had  an  opportunity  of 
(hewing  my  difinterefted  love.  By  his 
pei million  I  waited  on  my  charmer; 
and  having  imparted  the  contents  of 
her  brother's  letter,  at  which  fhe  wept 
bitterly,  in  fpite  of  all  my  confolation 
and  cartfles,  the  time  of  our  marriage 
was  fixed  at  the  diftance  of  two  days. 
During  this  interval,  in  which  my  foul 
was  wound  up  to  thelaft  ftretch  of  rap- 
turous expectation,  Narcifla endeavour- 
ed to  reconcile  fome  of  her  relations  in 
town  to  her  marriage  with  me;  but 
finding  them  all  deaf  to  her  remon- 
ftrances,  either  out  of  envy  or  preju- 
dice, (he  told  me  with  the  moft  en- 
chanting fweetnefs,  while  the  tears  be- 
dewed her  lovely  cheeks,  *  Sure  the 
'  world  will  no  longer  queftion  your 
'  generofity,  when  you  take  a  poor  for- 
'  lorn  beggar  to  your  arms.'  Affect- 
ed  with  her  forrow,  I  preiTed  the  fair 
mourner  to  my  breaft,  and  fwore  that 
(he  was  more  dear  and  welcome  on 
that  account,  becaufe  (he  had  facri- 
ficed  her  friends  and  fortune  to  her 
love  for  me.  My  uncle,  for  whole 
character  (he  had  a  great  veneration, 
being  by  this  time  come  to  town,  I  in- 
troduced 
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ed  him  to  my  bride ;  and  although 
he  was  not  very  much  lub  j 

lie  v,  .i!>  Itiuck  dumb  with 
admiration  at  her  beauty.     After  hav- 
-  illed  and  guzed  at   her  for  foine 
tune,  he  turned  to  me,  faying,  'Odds 
bobi,  Rory  !  lure's  a  notable  prize, 
indeed;  finely  built,  and   glononlly 
rigged,  i'faith!  II  (he  an't  well  man- 
ned when   you  have  the  command  of 
her,  Cuah,  you  dt-ferve  to  go  to  fea 

in  a  cocklf  lliui. No  offence,   I 

hope,  niece  ;  you  mull  not  mind 
wh.t  I  lay;  being,  (as  the  faying  is) 
z  plain  lea  faring  ruan,  thof  mayhap 
I  have  as  much  regard  for  you  as  a- 
nother.'  She  received  him  with  great 
civility,  tcld  him  (he  had  longed  a  great 
while  to  lee  a  puifon  to  whom  (he  was 
fo  much  indebted  for  his  gcnerofity  to 
Mr.  Random;  that  flie  looked  upon 
him  as  her  uncle,  by  which  name  fhc 
begged  leave  to  call  him  for  the  fu- 
ture} and  that  me  was  very  fure  he 
could  fay  nothing  that  would  give  her 
the  leaft  offence.  The  honeft  captain 
was  tranfported  at  her  courteous  beha- 
viour, aivt  inlifted  upon  giving  her  a- 
\v;iy  at  the  ceremony,  i'w  ;.iin£  that  he 
loved  her  as  well  as  if  (lie  \vas-  his  own 
child,  and  that  he  would  give  two 
thoufmd  guine.ts  to  the  fir  It  fruit  of 
our  lovt-,  as  foon  as  it  could  fqueak. 
Every  tiling  being  prcpaied  for  the  fo- 
lemmzation  of  our  nuptials,  which 
were  to  be  performed  privately  at  my 
father's  houie,  the  an'picious  hour  ar- 
rived, when  Don  Rodi  :go  and  my  un- 
cle went  in  the  coach  to  fetch  the  bride 
and  Mifs  Williams;  leaving  me  with 
a  pat  Ion,  Banter,  and  Strap,  neither  of 
whom  had  as  yet  leen  my  charming 
miltrefs.  My  faithful  valet,  who  was 
on  the  rack  of  impatience  to  behold 
a  lady  of  whom  he  had  heard  fo 
much,  no  fuoner  underllood  that  the 
coach  was  returned,  than  he  placed 
liimfelf  at  a  window  to  have  a  peep 
at  her  as  (lie  alighted ;  and  when  he 
faw  her,  clapped  his  hands  toge- 
ther, turned  up  the  white  of  his  eyes, 
and  with  his  mouth  wide  open,  re- 
niriitird  in  a  fort  of  txlaly,  which  broke 
out  into,  '  O  Dea  icrte!  qualis  in  Eu- 

*  rot*  rifis.  aut  pcrjuga  i'.yntki  excrcet 

*  Diana  chorus /'  The  dodtor  and  Ban- 
ter were   fm  prized    to  hear  my   man 

*  peak  Latin;  but  when  my  father  led 
Narcifla  into  the  room,  ths  objecl  of 
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their  admiration  was  loon  changed,  a* 
appeared  in  the  countenances  or  both. 
Indeed,  they  mult  have  been  the  o>oft 
inlrniible  of  all  beings,  could  they 
bave  beheld  without  emotion  the  di- 
vine creature  that  appioached!  She  was 
dreflTed  in  3  facque  of  white  fjttin,  tm- 
broMcred  on  the-  hreali  with  gold;  the 
crown  of  her  head  wa«  covered  with  a 
iinall  French  cap,  fiom  whence  de- 
fcended  her  beautiful  hair  in  ringlets 
that  waved  upon  her  fnowy  neck, 
which  dignified  the  necklace  I  hid 
given  herj  her  looks  glowed  with  mo- 
defty  and  lovej  and  her  bofom,  through 
the  veil  of  sauze  that  (ha Jed  it,  af- 
forded a  profpeft  of  Ely  fi urn  I  I  re- 
ceived this  incttimable  gift  of  Pioii- 
dence  as  became  mej  and  in  a  little 
time  the  clergyman  c'id  his  office;  my 
uncle,  at  his  own  earneft  requeit,  act- 
ing the  part  of  a  father  to  my  dear 
Narcifla,  who  trembled  vtry  much, 
and  had  fcarce  fpirits  fufficitnt  to  fup- 
port  her  under  this  t;reat  change  of  fi- 
xation. Soon  as  me  was  mine  by  the 
laws  of  heaven  and  enrth,  I  printed  a 
burning  kif's  upon  her  lips,  my  father 
embraced  hertendtily,  my  uncle  hug- 
ged her  with  great  affeclion,  and  I  pjc- 
lented  her  to  my  frien  J  Banter,  who  fa- 
luted  her  in  a  very  polite  manner; 
Mifs  Williams  hung  round  her  neck, 
and  wept  plentifully}  while  Strap  fell 
upon  his  knets,  and  begged  to  kils 
his  lady's  hand,  which  ihc-  prdenttd 
with  great  affability.  I  (hall  not  pre- 
tend to  defuibe  my  own  feeliags  at  this 
juncture  5  let  it  fuffice  to  lay,  thai  af- 
ter having  fupped  and  emettainud  our- 
felves  till  ten  o'clock,  I  cautioned  my 
N .iixiifa  againft  expofing  her  health  by 
fitting  up  too  late,  and  {he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  withdraw  wi:h  her  maid 
to  an  apartment  deftined  for  us.  When 
(he  left  the  room,  her  face  was  over- 
fpread  with  a  blufli  that  fet  all  my 
blood  in  a  ftate  of  fermentation,  and 
made  every  pulfe  beat  with  tenfold  vi- 
gour !  She  was  fo  cruel  as  to  let  me  re- 
main in  this  condition  a  full  half  hour; 
when,  no  longer  able  to  reftrain  my 
impatience,  I  broke  from  the  compa- 
ny, budt  into  her  chamber,  pufi.ed 
out  her  confidante,  locked  the  door, 
and  found  her — O  heav'n  and  earth! 
8  feaft,  a  thoufand  times  more  delicious* 
than  my  moft  fanguine  hope  prefaged ! 
But  let  me  not  profane  the  challe  myf- 

teriet 
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teries  of  Hymen:  I  was  the  happieft  of 
men! 

In  the  morning  I  was  waked  by 
three  or  four  drums,  which  Banter  had 

? laced  under  the  window;  upon  which 
withdrew  the  curtain,   and  enjoyed 
the   unfpeakable  fatisfaction    of   con- 
templating thofeangelick  charms,  which 
were  now   in  my  pofTellion  !    '  Beau- 

*  ty !   ivtifh,    ivbetber  Jleeping  or  a- 

*  wake,  flwt  forth  peculiar  grace?  ?* 
The  light  darting  upon  my  NarciflVs 
eyes,  me  awoke  alfo,  and  iecolle6ting 
her  fituation,  hid  her  blumes  in  my  bo- 
foni.     I  was  diftracled  in   my  joy!  I 
could   not  believe  the  evidence  of  my 
fenfes,  and  looked  upon  all  that  had 
happened,  as  the  fictions  of  a  dream! 
In  the  mean  time  my  uncle  knocked  at 
the  door,  and  bade  me  turn  out,  for  I 
had  had  a  long  fpell.     I  rofe  accord- 
ingly, and  fent  Mifs  Williams  to  her 
miHtrefs,  myfelf  receiving  the  congra- 
tulations of    Captain    Bowling,    who 
raillied  me  in  his  lea  phrafe  with  great 
fuccefs.     In   lefs  than  an   hour,   Don 
Rodrigo  led   my  wife  in  to  breakfaft, 
where  (he  received  the  compliments  of 
the  company  on  her  looks;  which,  they 
faid,    if    poflible,    were  improved    by 
matrimony.     As  her  delicate  ears  were 
offended  with  none  of  thofe  indecent 
ambiguities,  which  are  too  often  fpoke 
on   fuch   occafiens,  (he  behaved  with 
dignity,  unaffected  modefty,  and  eafe} 
and  as  a  teftimony  of  my  affection  and 
efteem,  I  prefcnted  her^  in  prefence  of 
them  all,  with  a  deed,  by  which  I  fet- 
tled the  whole  fortune  I  was  poflcffed 
of,  on  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever.    She 
accepted  it  with  a  glance  of  moft  ten- 
der acknowledgment,  obferved,  that  me 
could  not  be  furprized  at  any  thing  of 
this  kind  I  mould  do,  and  defired  my 
father  to  take  the  trouble  of  keeping 
itj   faying,  rNext   to   my   own   Mr. 
'  Random,  you  are  the  perfon  in  whom 
'  I  ought  to  have  the  greateft  confidence.' 
Charmed  with  her  prudent  and  inge- 

.  nuous  manner  of  proceeding,  he  took 
the  paper,  and  affured  her  that  it 
fhould  not  lofe  it's  value  while  in  his 
cuftody. 

As  we  had  not  many  vifits  to  give 
and  receive,  the  little  time  we  flayed 
in  town  was  fpent  in  going  to  publick 
diverfions,  where  I  have  the  vanity  to 
think  Narciffa  feldom  was  eclipfed. 
One  night  in  particular,  we  had  fent 


our  footman  to  keep  one  of  the  ftage* 
boxes,  which  we  no  fooner  entered, 
than  we  perceived  in  the  oppofite  box 
the  fquire  and  his  lady,  who  feemed 
not  a  little  furprized  at  feeing  us.  I 
waspleafed  at  this  opportunity  of  con- 
fronting them;  the  more,  becaule  Me- 
linda  was  robbed  of  all  her  admirers 
by  my  wife,  who  happened  that  night 
to  outfhine  her  fifter  both  in  beauty 
and  drefs.  She  was  piqued  at  Nar- 
ciffa's  victory,  tofled  her  head  a  thou- 
fand  different  ways,  flirted  her  fan, 
looked  at  us  with  difdain,  then  whif- 
pered  to  her  hufband,  and  broke  out 
into  an  affected  g'ggle;  but  all  her  arts 
proved  ineffectual,  either  to  difcompoA 
Mrs.  Random,  or  to  conceal  her  own 
mortification,  which  at  length  forced 
her  away  long  before  the  play  was 
done.  The  news  of  our  marriage  be- 
ing fpreart,  with  many  circumftances 
to  our  difadvamage  by  the  induftry 
of  this  malignant  creature,  a  certain 
fet  of  perfect,  fond  of  fcandal,  began 
to  enquire  into  the  particulars  of  my 
fortune,  which  they  no  fooner  under- 
ftood  to  be  independent,  than  the  tables 
were  turned,  and  our  acquaintance  was 
courted  as  much  as  it  had  been  de- 
fpifed  before.  But  Narciffa  had  too 
much  dignity  of  pride  to  encourage 
this  change  of  conduct,  efpecially  in. 
her  relations,  whom  fhe  could  never 
be  prevailed  upon  to  fee,  after  the  ma- 
licious reports  they  had  railed  to  her 
prejudice. 


,  CHAP.     XXXIII. 

MY  FATHER  INTENDS  TO  REVISIT 
THE  PLACE  OF  HIS  NATIVITY — 
WE  PROPOSE  TO  ACCOMPANY 
HIM — MY  UNCLE  RENEWS  HIS 
WILL  IN  MY  FAVOUR,  DETER- 
MINING TO  GO  TO  SEA  AGAIN— 
WE  SET  OUT  FOR  SCOTLAND- 
ARRIVE  AT  EDINBURGH PUR- 
CHASE OUR  PATERNAL  ESTATE- 
PROCEED  TO  IT — HALT  AT  THE 
TOWN  WHERE  I  WAS  EDUCATED 
—TAKE  UP  MY  BOND  TO  CRAB 
—THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF  POTION 
AND  HIS  WIFE,  AND  ONE  OF  MY 
FEMALE  COUSINS — OUR  RECEP- 
TION AT  THE  ESTATE — STRAP 
MARRIES  MISS  WILLIAMS,  AND 
15  SETTLED  EY  MY  FATHER  TO 

BIS 


RODERICK    RANDOM. 


26l 


HIS   OWN    SATISFACTION— I    AM 
MORE  AND   MORE  HAPPY. 

MY  t.ither  intending  to  revifit  his 
native  country,  and  pay  the  tri- 
bute of  a  few  tears  at  my  mother'l 
grave,  NarcifTi  and  I  refolved  to  ac- 
company him  in  the  execution  of  his 
pious  office,  and  accordingly  prepared 
for  the  journey;  in  which,  however, 
my  uncle  would  not  engage,  being  re- 
folved to  try  his  fortune  once  more  at 
fea.  In  the  mean  time,  he  renewed 
his  will  in  favour  of  my  wife  and  me, 
and  depofited  it  in  the  h;<nds  of  his 
brother-in-law:  while  I  (that  I  might 
not  be  wanting  to  my  own  intereft) 
fummoned  the  fquire  to  produce  his 
father's  will  at  Doctor's  Commons, 
and  employed  a  proftor  to  manage  the 
affair  in  my  abfence. 

Every  thing  being  thus  fettledj  we 
took  leave  of  all  our  friends  in  Lon- 
don, and  fet  out  for  Scotland,  Don 
Rodrigo,  Narcifla,  Mifs  Williams  and 
I,  in  the  coach,  and  Strap  with  two 
men  in  livery  on  horfebaek:  as  we 
made  ealy  ftages,  my  charmer  held  it 
out  very  well  till  we  arrived  at  Edin- 
burgh, where  we  propofed  to  reft  our- 
felves  fome  weeks. 

Here  Don  Rodrigo  having  intelli- 
gence that  the  fox  hunter  had  fpent  his 
eftate,  which  was  to  be  expofed  to  fale 
by  public  auclion,  he  determined  to 
make  a  purchafe  of  the  fpot  where  he 
was  born,  and  aclually  bought  all  the 
land  that  belonged  to  his  father. 

In  a  few  days  after  this  bargain  was 
made,  we  left  Edinburgh  in  order  to 
go  and  take  pofTeflion;  and  by  the  way, 
halted  one  night  in  that  town  where  I 
was  educated.  Upon  enquiry,  I  found 
that  Mr.  Crab  was  dead;  whereupon 
I  fent  for  his  executor,  paid  the  fum 
I  owed,  with  intereft,  and  took  up  my 
bond.  Mr.  Potion  and  his  wife  hear- 
ing of  our  arrival,  had  the  aflurance 
to  come  to  the  inn  where  we  lodged, 
and  fend  up  their  names,  with  a  de- 
fire  of  being  permitted  to  pay  their  re- 
fpefts  to  my  father  and  me:  but  their 
fordid  behaviour  towards  me,  when  I 
was  an  orphan,  had  made  too  deep  an 
imprtflion  on  my  mind,  to  be  effaced 
by  this  mean  mercenary  piece  of  con- 
defcenfion;  I  therefore  rejected  their 
meflage  with  difdain,  and  bade  Strap 
tell  them,  that  my  father  and  I  defired 
to  have  no  communication  with  fuch 
low-minded  wretches  as  they  were. 


They  had  not  been  gone  half  an 
hour,  when  a  woman,  without  any 
ceremony,  opened  the  door  of  the 
room  where  we  fat,  and  making  to- 
wards my  father,  accofted  him  with, 
'  Uncle,  your  fervant;  I  am  glad  to 
«  fee  you.'  This  was  no  other  than 
one  of  my  female  coufms,  mentioned 
in  the  firft  part  of  my  memoirs;  to 
whom  Don  Rodrigo  replied,  «  Pray, 
•  who  are  you,  Madam?' — '  O!'  cried 
flie,  '  my  coufm  Rory  there  knows  me 
«  very  well. — Don't  you  remember  me, 
«  Rory?'— «  Yes,  Madam,'  faid  Ij 
'  for  my  own  part  I  (hall  never  for- 
'  get  you. — Sir,  this  is  one  of  the  young 
<  ladies  who  (as  I  have  formerly  told 
'  you)  treated  me  fo  humanely  in  my 
'  childhood!'  When  I  pronounced 
thefe  words,  my  father's  refentment 
glowed  in  his  vifage,  and  he  ordered 
her  to  be  gone,  with  fuch  a  command- 
ing afpcfl,  that  me  retired  in  a  fright, 
muttering  curfes  as  (he  went  down 
ftairs.  We  afterwards  learned  that 
me  was  married  to  an  enfign,  who  had 
already  fpent  all  her  fortune;  and  that 
her  fifter  had  borne  a  child  to  her  mo- 
ther's footman,  who  is  now  her  huf- 
band,  and  keeps  a  petty  ale-houfe  in 
the  country. 

The  fame  of  our  flourifhing  condi- 
tion having  arrived  at  this  place  before 
us,  we  got  notice  that  the  magiftrates 
intended  next  day  to  compliment  us 
with  the  freedom  of  their  town  ;  upon 
which  my  father,  confidering  their 
complaifance  in  the  right  point  of  view, 
ordered  the  horfes  to  the  coach  early  in, 
the  morning. 

We  proceeded  to  our  eftate,  which 
lay  about  twenty  miles  from  this  place  j 
and  when  we  came  within  half  a  league 
of  the  houfe,  were  met  by  a  prodigi- 
ous number  of  poor  tenants,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  who  teftified  their 
joy  by  loud  acclamations,  and  accom- 
panied our  coach  to  the  gate.  As  there 
is  no  part  of  the  world  in  which  the 
peafants  are  more  attached  to  their 
lords  than  in  Scotland,  we  were  al- 
moft  devoured  by  their  affec~lion.  My 
father  had  always  been  their  favourite, 
and  now  that  he  appeared  their  mafter, 
alter  having  been  thought  dead  fo  long, 
their  joy  broke  out  into  a  thoufand  ex- 
travagances. When  we  entered  the 
court- yard,  we  weie  furrounded  by  a 
vaft  number,  who  crouded  together  fo 
clofely  to  fee  us,  that  feveral  were  in 
danger  of  being  fqueezed  to  death; 
L 1  thole 


262 


thofe  who  were  near  Don  Rodrigo  fell 
upon  their  knees  and  kiffed  his  hand, 
or  the  hem  of  his  garment,  praying 
aloud  for  long  life  and  profperity  to 
him;  others  approached  Narciffa  and 
me  in  the  fame  manner;  while  the  reft 
clapped  their  hands  at  a  diftance,  and 
invoked  Heaven  to  fhower  it's  choiceft 
bleflings  on  our  heads.  In  ftiort,  the 
whole  fcene,  though  rude,  was  fo  af- 
fecting, that  the  gentle  partner  of  my 
heart  wept  over  it,  and  my  father  him- 
lelf  could  not  refrain  from  dropping 
a  tear. 

H  iving  welcomed  his  daughter  and 
roe  to  his  houle,  he  ordered  fame  bul- 
locks to  be  killed,  and  feme  hogftieads 
of  ale  to  be  brought  from  the  neigh- 
bouring village,  to  regale  thofe  ho- 
ned people,  who  had  not  enjoyed  fuch 
a  holiday  tor  many  years  lv-fore. 

Next  clay  we  were  vifited  by  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  neighbourhood,  molt  of 
them  our  relations;  one  of  whom 
brought  along  with  him  my  coufin,  the 
fox  hunter,  who  had  ftaid  at  his  houle 
fmce  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  own. 
My  father  was  generous  enough  to  re- 
ceive him  kindly,  and  even  promife  to 
purchafe  for  him  a  commiflion  in  the 
army,  for  which  he  exprefled  great 
thankfulnefs  and  joy. 

My  charming  Narciffa  was  univer- 
fally  admired  and  loved  for  her  beau- 
ty, affability,  and  good  fcnfe;  and  fo 
•well  pleafed  with  the  fituation  of  the 
place,  and  the  company  round,  that 
flie  has  not,  as  yet,  difcovered  the  lead 
defire  of  changing  her  habitation. 

We  had  not  been  many  days  fettled, 
when  I  prevailed  upon  my  father  to 
pay  a  vifit  to  the  village  where  I  had 
been  at  fchool.  Here  we  were  received 
by  the  principal  inhabitants,  who  en- 
tertained us  in  the  church,  where  Mr. 
Syntax,  the  fchool -mafter,  (my  tyrant 
being  dead)  pronounced  a  Latin  ora- 
tion in  honour  of  our  family.  And 
none  exerted  themfelves  more  than 
Strap's  father  and  relations,  who  look- 
ed upon  the  honeit  valet  as  the  firft 
gentleman  of  their  race,  and  honoured 
his  benefactors  accordingly.  Having 
received  the  homage  of  this  place,  we 
retired,  leaving  forty  pounds  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  paiifh;  and 
that  very  night,  Strap  being  a  little 
elevated  with  the  regard  that  had  been 


fhewn  to  him,  and  to  me  on  his  ac- 
count,  ventured   to   tell    me,   that  he 
had    a    fneaking    kindnefs    for   Mifs 
Williams;  and  that  if  his  lady  and  I 
would  ufe  our  intereft  in  his  behalf, 
he  did  not  doubt  that  me  would  lifteri 
to  his  addrefles.     Surprized  at  this  pro- 
pofaj,  I  afked  if  he  knew  the  ftory  of 
that  unfortunate  young  gentlewoman. 
Upon   which,    he  replied,  «  Yes,  yes, 
I  know  what  you  mean;  flic  has  been 
unhappy,  I  grant  you,  but  what  of 
that?    I  am  convinced  of  her  refor- 
mation;   or  elfe  you   and  my  good 
lady  would  not  treat  her  with  fuch 
refpeft.     As  for  the  cenfure  of  the 
world,    I  value  it  not  a   fig's  end; 
befides,  the  world  knows  nothing  of 
the  matter.'    1  commended  his  philo- 
fophy,  and  interested  Narcifla    in   his 
caufe;    wha  interceded  fo  effectually', 
that   in  a  little   time   Mifs   Williams 
yielded   her   confent,   and   they    were 
married  with  the  confent  of  Don  Rod- 
rigo,   who    gave    him    five    hundred 
pounds  to  ftock  a  farm,  and  made  him 
overfeer  of  his  ellafe.     My  generous 
bed-fellow  gave    her    maid   the   fame 
fum;  fo  that  they  live  in  great  peace 
and  plenty  within  half  a  mile  of  us, 
and  daily  put  up  prayers  for  our  pre- 
fer vat  ion. 

If  there  be  fuch  a  thing  as  true  happi- 
nefs  on  earth,  I  enjoy  it.  The  impetu- 
ous tranfports  of  mypaffion  are  now  fet- 
tled and  mellowed  into  endearing  fond- 
nefs  and  tranquillity  of  love,  rooted  by 
that  intimate  connection  and  interchange 
of  hearts,  which  nought  but  virtuous 
wedlock  can  produce.  Fortune  feems 
determined  to  make  ample  amends  for 
her  former  cruelty;  for  my  proctor 
writes,  that  notwithstanding  the  claufe 
in  my  father-in-law's  will,  on  which 
the  fquire  founds  his  claim,  I  fhall 
certainly  recover  my  wife's  fortune,  in 
confequence  of  a  codicil  annexed, 
which  explains  that  claufe,  and  limits 
her  reftridlion  to  the  age  of  nineteen, 
after  which  fhe  was  at  her  own  difpofal. 
I  would  have  fet  out  for  London  imme- 
diately after  receiving  this  piece  of  in- 
telligence, but  my  dear  angel  has  been 
qualmifti  of  late,  and  begins  to  grow 
remarkably  round  in  the  waiil;  fo  that 
I  cannot  leave  her  in  fuch  an  interell- 
ing  fituation,  which  I  hope  will  pro- 
duce fomething  to  crown  my  felicity. 
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DELIGHT  of  every  eye,  torment  of  every  heart,  divine  light  of  the 
mind!  I  kifs  not  the  duft  of  thy  feet,  becaufe  thou  feldom  walkeft, 
and  when  thou  doft,  it  is  only  on  the  carpets  of  Iran,  or  with  thy  way 
ftrewed  with  rofes.  You  are  here  prefented  with  the  tranflation  of  a  book 
wrote  by  an  ancient  fage,  who  enjoying  the  happinefs  of  having  nothing 
to  do,  thought  proper  to  amufe  himfelf  with  writing  the  hiftory  of 
Zadig;  a  performance  which,  I  may  venture  to  aflure  you,  exprefles 
much  more  than  it  feems  to  exprefs.  And  I  beg  you  will  indulge  me 
fo  far,  as  to  read  it  over,  and  then  pafs  your  impartial  judgment  upon, 
it:  for  although  you  are  in  the  bloom  of  life;  though  every  pleafurc 
courts  you;  though  you  are  the  darling  of  nature;  poflefs  internal 
accomplimments  adequate  to  your  beauty;  though  you  are  praifed 
throughout  the  world  from  the  night  till  the  morning,  and  confe- 
quently  have  a  right  to  diveft  yourfelf  of  common  fenfe;  yet  you 
have,  notwithftanding,  a  mind  filled  with  wifdom,  and  an  imagina- 
tion uncommonly  delicate.  I  have  frequently  heard  you  difcourfe 
more  learnedly  than  the  wifeft  dervife,  with  his  venerable  beard  and 
pointed  bonnet.  You  are  difcreet  without  being  diftruftful;  mild 
and  gentle  without  weaknefs;  and  beneficent  with  difcernment: 
you  love  your  friends,  and  do  not  make  yourfelf  any  enemies.  The 
fprightly  fallies  of  your  wit  never  borrow  any  luftre  from  detraction; 
you  never  fpeak  or  do  ill,  notwithftanding  the  prodigious  eafe  with 
which  you  could  do  both.  In  mont,  your  foul  has  conftantly  appeared 
as  pure  and  faultlefs  as  your  perfon.  You  have,  moreover,  a  fmall  fund 
of  philofophy;  which  induces  me  to  believe  that  you  will  better  relilh 
this  performance,  the  work  of  a  fage,  than  any  other  lady  of  your 
quality. 

It 


iv  DEDICATION. 

It  was  originally  written  in  the  ancient  Chaldee,  which  neither  you 
nor  I  underftand;  from  whence  it  was  tranflated  into  Arabic,  to  amufe 
the  celebrated  Sultan  Ouloug-beg.  This  was  at  the  time  when  the 
Arabians  and  Persians  began  to  write  the  Thoufand  and  One  Nights, 
and  the  Thoufand  and  One  Days.  Ouloug  found  moft  pleafure  in  read- 
ing Zadig;  but  the  fultanas  preferred  the  Thoufand  and  One.  '  How 
'  can  ye,'  faid  the  wife  Ouloug,  '  admire  ftories  vcid  of  fenfe,  and 
*  without  meaning?' — '  Oh!'  replied  the  fultanas,  '  the  lefs  fenfe 
'  there  is  in  them,  the  more  they  are  in  taftej  and  the  lefs  their  merit, 
'  the  greater  their  commendation.' 

I  flatter  myfelf,  great  patronefs  of  wifdom,  that  you  will  not  refem- 
ble  thofe  thonghtlefs  fultanas,  but  will  deign  to  adopt  the  fentiments 
of  Ouloug.  I  even  hope  that,  when  you  are  weary  of  general  conver- 
iations,  which  have  a  great  refemblance  to  the  Thoufand  and  Ones,  I 
lhall  be  happy  enough  to  find  a  minute  in  which  I  may  have  the  ho- 
nour of  fpeaking  to  you  in  the  voice  of  reafon.  Had  you  been  Thalef- 
tris,  in  the  days  of  Scander;  had  you  been  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  in  the 
time  of  Solomon;  thofe  kings  would  have  been  proud  to  vifit  you. 

May  the  celeftial  virtues  grant,  that  your  pleafures  find  no  inter- 
ruption, your  charms  know  no  decay,  and  your  happinefs  be  ever- 
laiting! 


8  A  D  I. 


APPROBATION. 


I  The  underwritten,  who  have  obtained  the  reputation  of  learn- 
ing, and  even  that  of  being  a  man  of  wit,  have  read  this 
manufcript,  which  I  find,  to  my  great  mortification,  is  curious, 
amufing,  moral,  philofophical,  and  well  worth  reading,  even  by 
thofe  who  diflike  romances:  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to 
depreciate  it,  and  have  accordingly  allured  the  CADI-LESQUIRE, 
that  it  is  a  mod  deteftablc  performance. 


*  *  *  * 
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CHAP.    I. 


THE    BUND    OF    ONE    EYE. 


T 


HERE  lived  at  Babylon, 
in     the    reign     of     King 

\    T   ^      Mo:.l>.t:ir,  a  man   named 
^j  ^  Z  .dig.     He  was  endowed 

'•fc-'^^*'"  by  nature  with  an  uncom- 
roon  genius;  and  his  paiems,  who  were 
perfons  of  rank,  took  care  to  cultivate 
it  with  an  excellent  education.  Though 
rich  and  young,  he  knew  how  to  mo- 
derate his  piiffions;  he  had  nothing 
in  him  affr&ed;  he  difdained  the  of- 
tentation  of  wifdom,  and  knew  how 
to  pity  the  weakr.dfes  of  his  fellow 
creatures.  Every  one  was  furprized  to 
find,  that  though  he  had  fuch  a  fund 
of  wit,  he  never  expofed,  by  his  rail- 
lery, thole  impertinent  and  feditious 
diicouifee,  thofe  rafli  flinders,  thofe 
ignorant  decifions,  tliofe  rude  jefts, 
and  that  vain  found  of  words,  which, 
in  Babylon,  went  by  the  name  of  po- 
lite converfation.  He  had  learned,  in 
the  firft  book  of  Zoroafter,  that  felf- 
love  is  a  bladder  dwelled  with  wind, 
from  whence  tempers  proceed  when- 
ever it  is  pierced.  In  particular,  he 
never  boafted  of  his  conquefts  among 
the  fair  ft*,  and  of  his  bringing  them 
into  lubje&ion.  He  was  too  generous  to 
be  afraid  of  conferring  obligations  on 
the  ungrateful,  following  this  great 
precept  of  Zoro.ifter:  When  tbou  eate/I, 
give  to  the  dogs,  though  they  Jhould 
at  tbee.  He  was  as  wile  its 


it  was  poiTible}  for  he  fought  not  th« 
company  of  any  but  fuch  as  w<-re  fa- 
mous for  their  wifdom.  He  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  fciences  of  the  an- 
cient Chaldeans;  was  not  ignorant  of 
fuch  phyfical  principles  of  nature  as 
were  then  difcoveredj  and  knew  as 
much  of  nu-taphyficks  as  has  ever  yet 
been  known;  that  is  to  fay,  little  or 
nothing  of  the  matter.  He  was  firm- 
ly peduaded,  in  fpite  of  the  philofophy 
of  his  time,  that  the  year  confided  of 
three  hundred  and  fixty-five  days  and 
an  half,  and  thit  the  fun  was  fituated 
in  the  centre  of  the  earthi  but  wlien 
the  chief  magi  told  him,  with  an  in- 
fulting  haughtinefs,  that  he  entertained 
heretical  Jentiments,  and  was  an  ene- 
my to  the  ftate,  for  believing  that  the 
fun  turned  about  it's  own  axis,  and 
that  they  ear  confided  of  twelvemonths, 
he  was  wife  enough  to  avoid  the  ap- 
pearance of  anger  or  contempt. 

As  Zadig  poffefTed  great  liches.  and 
had  confequently  many  friends;  and  as 
he  had  alfo  an  excelKnt  conftitution, 
an  amiable  figure,  a  mind  jull  and  mo- 
derate, and  a  heart  fincere  and  noblej 
he  imagined  that  he  might  be  happy. 
He  therefore  determined  to  many  a 
gay  young  lady,  named  Semira,  whole 
beauty,  birth  and  fortune,  rendeied  her 
the-moftdefirableperfon  in  Babylon.  He 
had  a  iolid  and  virtuous  affection  vtor 
this  lady,  and  (he  loved  him  wiUi  the 
mod  p.ifiionate  tendernefs.  A  fhort 
time  before  their  intended  union,  as 
they  were  walking  together  aear  one 
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of  the  gates  of  Babylon,  under  a  row 
of  palm-trees  on  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, they  faw  a  band  of  men  armed 
\vith    fibres,   bows    and    arrows,    ap- 
proaching towards  them.     Thefe  were 
the  attendants  of  young  Orcan,  nephew 
to  a  miniiter  of  ftate,  whom  the  con- 
cubines of  his   uncle    had    perfuaded 
might  commit,  with  impunity,  whatever 
crimes  he  pleafed.     Although  he  had 
none  of  the  internal   accomplishments 
of   Zadig,   yet  he  imagined  himfelf  to 
be  greatly  his  fuperior,  and  was  there- 
fore enraged  at  not  being  preferred  be- 
fore him.     This  jealoufy,  which  nrofe 
merely  from  his   vanity,   induced  him 
to  believe  that  he  loved  Semira  to  dif- 
traction;  fired  with  which   notion,  he 
determined  to  carry  her  away  by  force. 
The  ruffians  rudely  feized    her;    and, 
in  the  heat  of  the  encounter,  drew  the 
blood  of  a  beauty,  the  fight  of  whofe 
charms  would  have  moved  to  pitv  even 
the  tygers  of  Mount  Emails.    The  in- 
jured   lady  pierced   the    heavens    with 
her  cries;    exclaiming,     '  O  my  huf- 
'  band!  my  dear  husband!  They  force 
'  me  from  the  arms  of  him  whom  alone 

*  I  adore F     She  regarded  not  her  own 
dangerj  her  thoughts  were  wholly  en- 
grdled  by  her  fears  for  the  dearly  be- 
Joved    Zadig.     In  the  mean  time,   he 
defended  himfelf  with  all  the  fttength 
and  refolution  which  love  and   valour 
nfually  infpire.     Affifted  only  by  two 
ilaves,  he  put  the  villains  to  flight,  and 
carried    home    Semira,    fenfelefs    and 
bloody  as  flie  was.     The  moment  me 
came    to   herielf,  (he  fixed  her  lovely 
eyes   on    her  deliverer.      *  O  Zadig!' 
faid  me,  '  I  not  only  love  thee  as  my 

*  hufband,  but  as  him  to- whom  I  owe 
'  my  life,  and  what  to  me  is  far  dear- 
'  er,  the  preservation  of  my  honour.' 
Never  was  a  heart  more  inflamed  than 
Semira's;  never  did  fuch  ravifhing  lips 
exprefs  fentiments  fo  kind  and  tender: 
Jier  words  were  of  fire;   they  were  in- 
Jpired  by  gratitude  for  the  greateft  of 
ail    benefits,   and    the    warmett   tranf- 
ports  of  a  lawful.affection.  Her  wounds 
were   flight,  and  were  quickly  healed. 
Zadig  was  wounded  in  a  more -dange- 
rous manner;  he  was  ftruck  by  an  ar- 
row near  his   left-eye.     Semira  incef- 
fantly  addrefled  the  gods,  for  the  cure 
of   her    lover;  her  cheeks  were   night 
and  day  bathed  in  tears;  and  fhe  wait- 
ed with  impatience  for  the  happy  mo- 
ment when  the  eyes  of  Z/adig  tfumld 


behold  her    anxiety!    But,    alas!    the 
wounded   eye  became    To   fwt-lled   and 
inflamed,  that  his   friends  were  in  the 
greateft  concern  for   his   ficrht.     They 
fent   even  to  Memphis,   for  the  great 
phyfician    Hermes,    who    immediately 
attended  his  patient  with  a  numerous 
retinue.     On  his  fir(r  vifit,  he  declared 
that   Zadig    would    lofe  his  eye,    and 
predicted  the  day  and   hour  when  this 
fatal    event    would    happen.     «  If  it 
1  had  been  tht  right- eye,'  faid  he,    «  I 
'  coujd  have  healed  it;  but  the  wounds 
'  of  the  left  are  incurable.'     All  Ba- 
bylon, while  they  lamented  the  deftiny 
of  Zadig,  admired  the  wifdom  of  Her- 
mes, Two  days  after,  the  abfcefs  burft 
ofitfelf;   and  Zadig,  in  a  fhort  time, 
was  perfectly  recovered.     Hermes  then 
wrote  a  very  elaborate  treatife,  to  prove 
that  he  ought  not  to  have  been  cured: 
which  Zadig,   however,  did  not   think 
worth  his  perufal;  but,  as  foon  as  he 
could  go  abroad,   prepared  to  vifit  her 
on  whom  he  founded  his  hopes  of  hap- 
pinef«,  and  for  whofe  fake  alone  he  had 
wifhed    the    reftoration   of   his    fight. 
Semira,  he  found,  had  been  three  Jays 
in  the  country;  and  he  was  at  the  fame 
time  informed,   that  as  this  beautiful 
creature  had  publickly  declared  an  in- 
fuperable  averfionto  one-eyed  men,  (he 
was  that  very  night  to  be  wedded  to  Or- 
can.  At  this  unexpected  ill  news,  poor 
Zadig  fell  fenfelefs  on  the  earth;    and 
was  To  greatly  affected  with  his  difap- 
pointment,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  vio- 
lent illnefs,  which  Jafted  fbrr.e  months. 
At    length   reafon   prevailed    over   his 
affliction,  and  the  reflection  of  the  guilt 
he  had  experienced  in  her,  ferved  to 
give  him  confolation. 

*  Since   I   have   fuffered,'    faid    he, 
'  the  effects  of  fuch  cruel  capiice,  from 

*  a  woman  educated  at  court,   I  will 
'  now  wed  the  daughter  of  fume  fub- 

*  ftantial    citizen.'      Accordingly,    he 
made  choice  of  Azora,  a  young  lady  of 
genteel  education,   an   excellent  ceco- 
nomift,  .and    defcended    from    parents 
themoftrefpe&able.  Shortly  after,  they 
were   married,   and  lived  for  a  whole 
month  in  all   the  delights  of  the  molt 
tender  union.      But  he  foon  began   to 
perceive  that  Azora  pofleffed  fonie  fmall 
degree  of  levity,  and  had  a  ftrong  pro- 
penfity  to  believe  that  thofe  young  men 
who   had  the   mod  agreeable  perfona, 
were   always   the  moft    virtuous    and 
witty. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.    II. 

THE    NOSB. 

AZORA   had  been  one  day  waflc- 
ing,    «  • 'V  n     (he    returned     fi'led 
with  r-igc,     :..'  irt'-nn.,  loud  cxclj.na- 
O  my  J'-.ir  \M  H    are 
i  afflict-.!"?'  I  <ui  he.     •  Who  lias 


been   abk  thus  to   dilhnb 

Alas,'  ('<td  ()u,     '  you   would    Inve 

been  equally  enraged,  had  you  (con 

\\li.it  I  have  juit  be  lit  Id.    I  have  been 

to  coiw-foit  tlie  young  widow  Cofrou, 

who  has  I  ci-n  thel'c  two  days  ei  '61  ng 

a  monument  to  the  in 

decenfed    huiband,    near  ta«- 

which  tuns  by  the  fide  of  ihis   mea- 
dow.    In    the  height  of    her    grief, 

flu  made  a  folemn  vow  to  ;tay  at  this 

torn!)    s  long  as  the  rivulet  kept  it's 

cotiilb.' — '  Wrrll,'  faid  Zadig,  'this 

woman  is  worthy  ot  eiteem;  (he loved 

her  huftj.md  with  perfect  lincerity/ 
— '  Ail!'  replied  Azora,  '  did  you 

know  how  (he  was  employed,  when 

I  went  to  vifit  her,  you  would  not 
.'>.* — '  How  was  it,  lovely  Azora?' 
faid  he;  '  wJS  fhe  turning  the  ttream 
'  of  the  rivulet!'  Azora  anfwered  by 
Jong  inve<5lives;  and  uttered  fuch  bit- 
ter repionches  againlt  the  young  wi- 
dow, th.ii  Zadig  was  difgulted  at  her 
oltt  tuation  of  virtue. 

Zadig  hnd  an  intimate  friend  named 
Cador,  whole  wife  was  perfectly  vir- 
tuous, and  actually  preferred  her  huf- 
band  to  all  the  world  befides :  this 
friend  Zadig  made  his  confident,  and 
fecured  his  fidelity  by  a  confidcrable 
prefent. 

Azora  had  been  two  days  in  the 
countiy,  v ifr ing  one  of  her  friends: 
at  her  return  -home,  on  the  third,  (he 
was  informed  by  her  domeltick*,  who 
were  all  in  tears,  tint  Z  dig  died  fiul- 
denly  the  night  before;  mat  they  had 
not  dared  to  cany  her  t.ns  r.r.i!  news; 
and  tliat  they  h.uf  jult  buried  him  in 
ths  tomb  of  his  fathers,  at  the  et  d  of 
the  garden.  She  burll  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  tore  her  hair,  and  vowed  that 
fhe  would  immediately  follow  him. 
Iii  the  evening  Cador  can:e,  and  beg- 
ged to  be  permitted  to  condole  with  hei  j 

-J-  There  wat  at  this  time  in  Babylon  u  famous  doctor,  named  Arnou,  who  (in  the 
Gazettes)  cured  apoplecTick.  fits,  and  prevented  them  from  attlcting  his  patients,  by 
hanging  a  little  bag  about  their  necks. 

B  a  *  Cofrou  i 


and  they  both  joined  their  lamenta- 
tions. The  next  day  they  wept  lefs, 
and  dined  together j  when  Cador  in- 
founed  her,  that  Z-tdig  had  left  him 
the  gieareit  part  of  his  wealth,  and 
gave  hi-r  to  undcrtt.m  I,  tliat  his  hap- 
pihfis  depended  on  her  mating  his  for- 
tune. TlK  lady  ;i;.;Hin  bmlt  info  te'irs, 
gnw  angry,  and  became  reconcilc-U 
They  fat  longer  at  lii;>pcr  thin  they 
had  done  at  dinner,  anil  talked  toge- 
ther with  greater  confidence.  Azoraf 
w.is  lavifh  in  hc-r  encomiums  on  the 
ne  time  ob- 

',  tliat  he  had  faults  from  which 
Ca  tor  was  exempt.     In  the  midft  of 
t iicir   entertainment,    Cador    fuddenly 
complained  ol"  a  violent  pain  in  his  fide. 
The  lady  afflifled,  and  f;,gfr  to  ferve 
him,  ordered  the  tfTcnces  of  llowers  and 
drugs  to  be  brought^  and  with   thele 
(he  anointed  him,  to  try  if  any  of  them 
would    affuage  his   anguim :    (he   wa« 
muA  concerned,  that  the  great  Hermes 
was  not  (till   in   Babylon,  and  conde- 
fcended  to  lay  her  warm  hand  on  the 
part  affected.    '  Ate  you  fuhjecl  to  this 
*  tormenting  malady?'    (aid  (he,  in   a 
foft  compaflionate  tone.    «  Sometniits,* 
faid  Cador,    *  I  am  fo  violently  affeft- 
ed  with   it,  that  it  brings  me  to  the 
very  brink  of  the  grave:  nor  is  there 
but  a  fingle  remedy  which  can  give 
me  eafe,    and    that    is,    to  apply  to 
my  fide  the    nofe  of   a    man    Jately 
dead.' — '  This  is  a  ftrange  remedy1.* 
laid  AZ..IM.     '  Not  more  ttrange,*  re- 
plied he,  _'  than  the  fttchels  of  the  great 
4  Arnou  -f  againft  the  apoplexy.' 

This  icalon,    added   to   the  perfon 
and  merit  of  the  young  man,  at  ]aft 
de  ennined  her  in  his  favour.     '  After 
all,'    laid   fl>e,    *  when   my  hu(t>'-,d 
paffes    the    bridge  Tchimavar?    the 
angel  Ai'rail  will  not  (top  In*  p; 
though  his  nofe  be  lome  .vhat  /J 
in  the  next  life  than   it  was  in  this.1 
She   then    took  a  razor,    went  TO  the 
tomb  cf  her  hu/b  md,  bedewed  it  with 
her  tears,    and  approached  10  cm  ..ff 
his   nolc,    ;is    he    1  y  extended  in  his 
coffin.     Zadig  muuiu^d  in  a  moment, 
holding  his  noi«  with  one' hand,  and 
putting  t);ick   the   inttrumcnt  with  the 
other.     «  Azora,'  faid  Ive,   '  do  uot  fo 
'  loudly    exclaim   againft    the 
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'  Cofrou;    the  project   of  cutting   off 

*  my  nofe  is  equal  to  that  of  turning 

*  a  rivulet.* 


CHAP.     III. 

THE  DOG  AND  THE  HORSE. 

ZADIG  found  by  experience,  that 
the  fit  ft  month  of  marriage,  as  it 
is  written  in  the  book  of  Zind,  is  the 
moon  of  honey;  but   that   the    fecond 
is  the  moon  of  wormwood.     In  fhort, 
he  was  fome  time  after  obliged  to  re- 
pudiate Azora,  who  became  too  hard 
to  be  pleaied,  and  feek  for   hnppinefs 
in  the  ftudy  of  nature.     '  None,'  faid 
he,    '  can  enjoy    greater  felicity   than 
the  philofophev,  who  juclicioufly  pe- 
Mifes  that  fpacious  book  which  God 
has    placed   before    his   eyes.     The 
truths  he  difcovers  become  ufeful  to 
himfelf:  he  nourilhes  and  exalts  his 
foul;  lives  in  tranquillity;  fears  no- 
thing from  men;  and  has  no  tender 
fpoufe  to  cut  orF  his  nofe.' 
Filled  with  thtfe  ideas,  he  retired  to 
a  houfe  in  the  country,  that  flood  on 
the  b.inks  of  the  Euphrates.     He  did 
not  there  employ  himklf  in  calculating 
how  many  drops  of  water  flow  in   a 
fecond  of  time  under  the  arches  of  a 
bridge;  or  if  there  fell  a  cube- line  of 
rain  in  the  month  of  the  Moufe,  more 
than  in  the   month  of  the  Sheep.     He 
formed    no   projects   fcr  making    filk 
gloves  and  ftockings  with  the  webs  of 
fpiders,  nor  china-ware  cut  of  broken 
glafs    bottle*}    hut    he  chiefly  ftudied 
the  properties  of  animals  and  plants; 
and  was  very  foon,  by  his  ftrict  and 
repeated  enquiries,  enabled  to  difcover 
a  thcufmd  variations  in  viiible  objects, 
that  others,  lefs  cuiious,  imagined  all 
alike. 

As  he  was  one  day  walking  by  the 
fide  of  a  thicket,  he  faw  one  of  the 
queen's  eunuchs  approaching  towards 
him,  followed  by  many  officers,  who 
appeared  under  the  greateft  perplexity, 
running  here  and  there  like  perlbns  al- 
iriott  diftra&ed,  and  feeking  with  im- 
patience fcmething  extremely  precious. 
'  Young  man,'  laid  the  fiijft  eunuch, 
'  have  you  feen  the  queen's  dug?' 
Zadig  coolly  replied,.  '  You  mean,  I 
1  prefume,  her  bitch?' — '  You  are  in 
«  the  right,  Sir!'  returned  the  eunuch ; 
*  it  is  a  fpaniel-bitchi  indeed!'-—'  And 


*  very  fmall,'  faid  Zadig.      '  She  has 

*  lately  whelped,  (he  limps  on  the  left- 

*  foot  before,  and  has  very  long  ears.* 
— '  You  have  then  feen  hei?'   faid   the 
eunuch,  quite   out   ofbnath.     'No,* 
anfwered    Zadig,    '  I  have  never   feen 

*  her;  nor  did    1  kn,w,    hut    by   you, 
'  that  the  qua€n  had  fuch  a  bitch." 

Juft  at  this  time,  by  one  of  the  ordi- 
nary caprices  of  fortune,  the  fined 
horfe  in  the  king's  ftabies  had  efcaped 
from  the  groom,  and  got  upon  the 
plains  of  Babylon.  The  principal 
humfman,  and  all  the  inferior  officers^ 
ran  after  him  with  as  much  concern  as 
the  firft  eunuch  after  the  bitch.  The 
principal  huntfman  addrefled  himfelf 
to  Zadig,  and  aflced,  if  he  had  not 
feen  the  king's  horfe  run  by.  '  No 
'  horfe,'  replied  Zadig,  '  is  a  better 
1  runner;  he  is  five  feet  high;  his 
'  hoofs  are  very  fmall;  his  tail  is 
'  about  three  feet  and  a  half  long;  the 
'  ftuds  of  his  bit  are  of  pure  gold, 

*  about    twenty-three   carats;  and  his 

*  (hoes  are  filver.' — *  Which  way  did 
'  he  run?  Where  is  he?'  demanded  the 
huntfman.     *  I  have  never  feen  him,' 
replied  Zadig;    '  nor   did  I  till   now 
«  ever  hear  that  the  king  had  fuch  a 
«  horfe.' 

The  principal  huntfman,  and  the  firft 
eunuch,  not  doubting  but  that  Zadig 
had  (tole  the  king's  horfe  and  the 
queen's  bitch,  immediately  cauied  him 
to  be  conducted  before  the  grand  def- 
terham,  who  condemned  him  to  the 
knout,  and  to  be  confined  for  life  in 
fome  lonely  and  remote  part  of  Si- 
beria. Scarce  was  the  fentence  patted, 
when  the  horfe  and  bitch  were  found. 
The  judges  were  then  under  the  dif- 
agreeable  necefiity  of  reverfing  their  de- 
cifion;  but  they  condemned  him  to 
pay  four  hundred  ounces  of  gold,  for 
having  faid  that  he  had  not  feen  what 
he  had  feen.  This  fine  he  was  obliged 
to  depofit  in  court :  after  which  he  was 
allowed  to  plead  his  caufe  before  the 
council  of  the  grand  detterham;  when 
he  (poke  in  thefe  terms. 

'  Ye  bright  ftars  of  juftice,  profound 
abyfs  of  fciences,  minors  of  truth! 
who  have  in  you  the  weight  of  lead, 
the  inflexibility  of  fteel,  the  luftre 
of  the  diamond,  and  the  refemblance 
of  the  pureft  gold!  fmce  I  am  per- 
mitted to  fpeak  before  this  auguft  af- 
fembly,  I  ("wear  by  Orofmacles,  that 
I  have  never  feen  the  queen's  illuf- 
«  trious 
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«  triom  (!orr,  nor  the  facrf  J  horfe  of 
4  the  king  of  king*.  I  will,  however, 
'  be  ingenuous  enough  to  declare  the 
'  truth,  aiul  nothing  but  the  truth. 

*  As  I  W.K  v.'lking  by  ihe  fide  of  the 
4  toicket,   where  I  afterwards   met  the 

table  eunuch,    nii'l  the    moll    il- 
4   Inlinous  hunt'ir.an,  1  f:iw  on  the  fand 

*  the  traces  of  an  anuna!,    and   ealily 
4  judged    they   were   thofe  of  a  little 

The  liglu  and  long  furrows 
4  impreffed  on  linall  eminences  of  f.nd, 
4  between  the  maiks  of  the  paws,  made 
4  me  know  that  it  was  a  bitch,  whole 
•!  were  hanging  down,  and  that 
4  (he  had  therefore  lately  whelped.  As 
4  I  obferved,  likewife,  other  traces  of 
4  a  different  kind,  which  fetmed  to 
4  have  grazed  the  lurface  of  the  hind, 
4  on  the  fides  of  the  marks  of  the  foie- 
4  feet,  I  ealily  judged  that  (lie  had  very 
4  long  ears.  And  as  I  remarked,  that 

*  there  was  always  a  fainter  imprelfion 
4  made  on  the  fand  by  one  foot  than 
«  by  the  three  others,  I  concluded  that 
4  the  bitch  of  our  augult  queen  was, 
4  if  I   may  be  permitted  lo  to  fay,    a 
4  little  lame. 

4  With  refpeft  to  the  horfe  of  the 
4  king  of  kings,  give  me  leave  to  in- 
4  form   you,    that  as  I  was  walking 
4  down   the  lane  by  the  thicket   fide, 
'   I  took  particular  notice  of  the  prints 
4  made   upon    the   fand   by   a    horfe's 
4   (hoes,   and   found    they   were  all  at 
4  equal    dillancesj     from    which    oh- 
4   fervation,  I  concluded  the  horfe  gal- 
4   loped  well.     The  dult  on  the  trees, 
4  in  a  ilraight  road,    (even    feet  wide, 
'   was  brulhed  off  a  little  both  on  the 
4  right  and  the  left,   at  three  feet  and 
4  a  half  from  the  middle  of  the  ro.id; 
•  this   horfe   have   *    faid    has    a    tail 
4  three  feet  and  a  half  long,  which,  by 
4   it's  being  whifked  to  the  right  and 
4  the  left,   1'wept  away  the  dult.     A- 
'  gain,  I    perceived    under    the   trees, 
4  which  formed  a  kind  cf  arbour  five 
4  feet    high,     that    the    leaves     were 
4  newly   fallep,   and   was   fenfible   the 
4   horie  muft  have  fhook  them  offj    I 
4  therefore   judged    him    to    be   foins- 
4  what  more  than  five  feet  high.     As 
'  to  the  bits  of  his  bridle,  I  knew  they 
4  muft  be  of  gold  of  twenty- three  ca- 
4  rats,    for  he   had   rubbed   the    Ihuis 
4  againft  a  certain   (lone  which  I  knew 
4  to    be  a   touch-done,    and   winch    I 
4  have   tried.     To  conclude,    I    have 
by  the  marks  which  his  (hoe's 


4  left  on  flints  of  a  different  kind,  that 
4  he  was  (hod  with  filver.' 

All  the  judges  were  aftonilhed  at  the 
profound  and  fubtle  dilcernmrnt  of 
Zadig.  The  news  reached  even  the 
king  and  queen.  Nothing  was  /poke 
of  butZatlig,  in  the  anti-chambers,  in 
the  chambers,  and  in  theral-inet:  and 
though  many  of  the  magi  were  cf  opi- 
nion he  ought  to  be  burnt  as  a  for- 
cerer,  the  king  ordered  'int  t'  e  four 
hundred  ounces  of  gold  h?  hnd  been 
obliged  to  pay,  fliould  be  reltored  to 
him  again.  The  regifter  and  other 
officers  then  went  to  his  houi-  with 
great  formality,  to  carry  him  his  four 
hundred  ounces:  they  kept  hack  only 
three  hundred,  fourfcore,  «nd  eigh- 
teen, for  the  exptnces  of  jultice;  and 
their  I'ervants  dcnniuiod  thtir  Ites. 

Zadig  faw  how  dangerous  it  fome- 
times  is  to  appear  too  wife;  and  he 
firmly  refolved,  in  future,  to  let  a 
watch  before  the  door  of  his  lips. 

An  opportunity  foon  <  ffered  tor  the 
trial  of  his  refolution.  A  prifoner  of 
ftate  having  made  his  cfcape,  puluii  un- 
xler  his  window.  Zadig  wus  t., 
ed,  but  made  no  anfwer;  however,  as 
it  was  proved  that  he  had  looked  at  him 
from  his  window,  he  was  concit.ir.ned 
to  pay  five  ljundred  ounces  ot  gold  for 
this  crime;  and,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom«f  Babylon,  thank  the  judges  for 
their  indulgence.  '  Good  Gou1!'  laid 
he  to  himlelf,  '  what  a  misfortune  is 
it  to  walk  near  a  wood  through  which 
the  queen's  dog  and  the  king's  horfe 
h:ive  paliecl!  how  dangerous  is  it  to 
look  out  of  a  window!  and,  in  a 
woid,  how  difficult  for  a  man  to  be 
truly  happy  in  this  life!' 


CHAP.    IV. 

THE   ENVIOUS   MAN. 

AS  Zadig  lud  met  with  fuch  a 
leries  i/f  misfortunes,  he  re- 
folved to  comfort  himfelf  by  the  flu- 
dy  of  philolbphy,  and  the  conver- 
lation  of  Iclecl  friends  He  had  in 
the  luburbs  of  Babylon  a  houfs  adorn- 
ed with  much  tulte,  where  he  af- 
fembled  all  the  aits  and  all  the  plea- 
Uii'S  wiMtiy  the  arttntion  of  n  good 
man.  In  "nt  nioinir^,  his  library  was 
open  to  the  Icanmlj  in  the  evening, 
tm  table  was  (Ultounded  by  good  com- 
pany: 
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pany:   but  he  foon  found  the  danger 
there  is  in  converfing  with  the  fons  of 
fcience.     There  arofe  a  great  difpute 
en  one  of  the  laws  of  Zoroafter,  which 
forbids  the  eatir.g  of  griffins.     *  How 
mould  he  prohibit  our  eating  a  grif- 
fin/ faid  one  of  the  company,    «  if 
this  animal  has  no  exiftence?'- —    It 
muft  neceffarily  exirt,'  faid  the  others, 
fince  Zoroafter  will  not  allow  it  to  be 
eaten.'     Zadig  {trove  to  make  them 
gree,  by  faying,  «  If,  gentlemen,  there 
art  griffins,  let  us  not  eat  them;    if 
there  are  no  fuch  things,  we  cannot 
eat  them;  and  thus  we  fliall  all  cbey 
Zoroafter.'' 

A  learned  man,  who  had  compofed 
thirteen  volumes  on  the  properties  of 
the  griffin,  hafted  to  accufe  Zadig  be- 
fore one  of  the  principal  magi,  named 
Yebor,  the  moft  fooli/h,  and  the  great- 
eft  bigot  of  all  the  Chaldeans.     This 
man  would  have  impaled  Zadig  to  do 
honour  to  the  fun,  and  when  he  had 
done  it,  would  have  recited  the  breviary 
of  Zoroafter  with  greater  fatisfa&ion. 
His    friend    Cador  (a  friend  of  more 
value  than  a  hundred  magi)  went  to 
old  Yebor,  and  faid  to  him,    '  Long 
live  the  fun  and   the   griffins!    take 
care  of  punifhing  Zadig,  for  he  is  a 
faint j    he  has  griffins  in  his  inner- 
court,  and  does  not  eat  them;  and 
his  accuferis  an  heretick,  who  dares 
to  maintain  that  rabbits  have  cloven 
feet,  and  are  not  unclean. '— '  Well,' 
aid  Yebor,    fhaking    his    bald    pate, 
we  muft   impale  Zadig   for   having 
fpoken  difreipeclfully  of  griffins,  and 
the  other  for  having  fpoken  contemp- 
tuoufly  of  rabbits.'     Cador,    how- 
ever, put  a  flop  to  the  affair,  by  means 
of  a  maid  of  honour,  by  whom  he  had 
had  a  child,  and  who  had  great  credit 
in  the  college  of   the   magi;    fo  that 
nobody  was  punilhed:  whereupon  mar.y 
of   the   doclors   murmured,   and  prer 
faged    the    ruin  of   Babylon.     Zadig 
faid  to  himfelf,  *  On  what  does  happi- 
f  nefs    depend?    I  am    perfecuted    by 
'  every  thing  in  this  world,  even  on 

*  account  of  beings  that  have  no  ex- 

*  iftence,'       He    curfed    the    fons    of 
learning,  and  for  the  future  refolved  to 
keep  none  but  good  company.  He  now 
affembleJ  at  his  houfe  the  moft  worthy 
men   in  Babylon,    and    ladies  of   the 
greateit  beauty;   he  gave  them  delicate 
fuppers,   frequently  preceded  by  con- 
ctits  of  muiic,  and  always  animated 


by  the  moft  engaging  converfation,  in. 
which  he  carefully  avoided  the  defne 
of  appearing  witty;  well  knowing  that 
to  be  a  fure  method  of  defeating  it's 
own  eild,  as  well  as  of  fpoilmg  the 
moii  agreeable  company.  Neither  the 
choice  of  his  friends,  nor  that  of  his 
provifions,  were  the  refult  of  pride  or 
orientation.  He  delighted  in  appear- 
ing what  he  was,  and  not  in  feeming 
what  he  was  not;  by  which  means  he 
obtained  a  far  more  relpeflable  character 
than  that  which  he  actually  aimed  at. 

Oppofi'e  to  his  houfe  dwelt  Arf- 
mrzt.-,  a  perfon  puffed  up  with  pride} 
who  having  never  been  able  to  obtain 
fo  much  fuccefs  in  life  as  he  wiflied 
for,  fought  tc  revenge  himfelf  by  rail- 
ing againft  ail  mankind.  Although 
i:e  was  rich,  he  found  it  difficult  to 
procure  flatterers.  He  was  greatly 
provoked  at  tht:  rattling  of  the  cha- 
riots which  approached  the  door  of 
Zadig;  but  was  itill  more  aggravated 
by  the  found  of  his  praifes.  He  feme- 
times  intruded  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  fit 
down  at  Zadig's  table  without  any  in- 
vitation, and  when  there  he  conftant- 
ly  interrupted  the  mirth  of  the  com- 
pany; as  harpies  are  faid  to  corrupt  all 
the  provifions  they  touch. 

Arimazes  one  day  intended  to  give 
an  entertainment  to  a  young  lady; 
but  inftead  of  accepting  it,  fhe  went  to 
fup  at  Zadig's.  Another  time,  as 
Zadig  and  he  were  converfing  toge- 
ther in  the  palace,  a  minifter  of  ftate 
came  up,  and  invited  Zadig  to  fupper, 
but  took  no  notice  of  Arimazes.  The 
moft  implacable  hatred  has  feldom  a 
more  folid  foundation.  This  perfon, 
who  in  Babylon  was  called  the  Envi- 
ous Man,  refolved  to  ruin  Zadig,  be- 
caufe  he  was  ufually  diftinguiflied  by 
the  appellation  of  the  Happy  Man.  An 
opportunity  of  doing  mifchief  is  found 
an  hundred  times  in  a  day,  but  that 
of  doing  a  good  office,  only  once  in  a 
year;  as  fays  the  wife  Zoroafter. 

Arimazes  went  one  day  to  fee  Zadig, 
who  was  walking  in  his  garden  with 
two  friends  and  a  lady,  to  whom  he 
faid  abundance  of  fine  things,  with- 
out any  other  intention  than  the  inno- 
cent pleafure  of  faying  them.  The 
converfation  turned  on  a  war  the  king 
had,  juft  happily  concluded  againft  the 
prince  of  Hircania  his  vaffai.  Zadig, 
who -had  fignalized  his  courage  in  this 
fliort  ftrusgle,  bellowed  great  praifes  on 

the 
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the  k'ng,  but  was  (till  more,  iavifii  in 
his  compliment*  to  the  lady  ;  i.nd  t.ik- 
1.18    pocket-book,     inllantly 
lines,    which 

v  at.     His  friends  then   begged 
city,   or  i  . 

greeot  felf-love,  prevent 
for  tu  it  extempore  rerfe*  are 

n  good,  except  in  the  opinion  of 

i,i  honour  of  whom  they  are 
written.  He  therefore  broke  in  two 
thi?  tablet  on  which  he  had  been  wri- 

and  threw    both    pieces  into   a 

t  of  roles,  where  his  Fl 
fought  for  them  in  vain.  A  final  1 
rain  falling  prefc-ntly  after,  all  the  com- 
pany, except  Ariimzes,  returned  to 
the'houfe.  He,  however,  continued 
in  the  garden,  and  fought  till  he  found 
a  piece3  of  the  tablet.  It  had  been 
unfortunately  torn  in  fuch  a  manner, 
lhat  each  half  ot  a  line  formed  a  com- 
pleat  fenfe,  and  even  a  verfe  in  a  very 
fliort  meafure;  and  by  a  chance  ftill 
more  ftrange,  the  lines  were  found  to 
contain  the  molt  injurious  rtprouches 
againd  the  king.  They  ran  thus: 

By  crimes  of  blackeft  dye, 
He  i  of  the  throne  pofTeiVd, 

To  peace  and  liberty, 

The  enemy  proieiV  j 

Arimazes  was  now  happy,  for  the 
firft  time  in  his  life;  fince  he  had  in 
his  hands  the  means  of  destroying  one 
who  was  worthy  and  \i;tuous.  Filled 
with  a  cruel  joy,  he  produced  the 
broken  tablet,  which  contained  this  vi- 
rulent fitire,  before  the  king;  who  or- 
dered Zadig  to  be  imprifoned,  toge- 
ther with  the  lady  and  his  two  friends. 
His  trial  was  foon  over,  without  his 
being  fuffered  to  fpsak  for  himfelf. 
When  he  came  to  receive  his  fentence, 
the  envious  man  threw  himfclt  in  his 
way,  and  told  him  aloud,  that  his 
vsrfes  were  of  no  value.  Zadig  was 
but  little  dilpleafed  at  being  thought 
a  b'-d  poet,  hut  he  could  not  bear  the 
refUclion  of  being  co-.i-lemned  for  high 
trealbn,  and  confuU-ring  that  a  beauti- 
ful lady,  and  two  of  his  friends,  were 
detained  in  prifon  for  a  crime  of  which 
they  were  entirely  innocent.  He  was 
not  permitted  to  lpe;ik,  becaufe  his 
writing  fpoke:  fuch  wuc  the  laws  of 
Babylon.  They  obliged  him  tlicrt- 
fore  to  go  to  punifhment'  through  a 
<rowd  of  fpec~lators,  brought  together 


by  their  curicjfitv*  none  of  whom  durft 
appear  to  pity  him:  they  threw  thcm- 
felves  before  him  to  ex  coun- 

•;-,  and  to  fee  if  he   afted  with 
a   becoming   fortitude.     H't   n- 

indced,    the  only  I'.ii  mounn-rsj 
f-  i    they  could   not   inherit  his   . 
Three  parts  of  his  fuhf.ante  were  coq- 
fifcated  to  the  king's  ufc,  and  tii;  other 
was  given  to  Anmaze8. 

Jult  as  Zadig  was  preparing  himfelf 
for  death,  the  kinsfs  parrot  flew  from 
1  ;e,  and  alighted  o.i  a  r;>l'e  bufh 

in  the  garden  of  Zndig.  A  peach  had 
been  driven  thither  by  the  wind  from 
hbouring  tree,  and  was  fallen  ore 
a  piece  of  the  tablet,  to  which  it  (tuck; 
when  the  bird  carried  it  away,  and 
alighted  on  the  monarch's  knee.  The 
king,  feized  with  curiofity,  read  the 
words  on  the  broken  tablet,  which 
formed  not  any  meaning,  but  appeared 
to  be  the  endings  of  a  verfe.  He  wa* 
a  great  admirer  of  poetry;  and  there 
is  always  fome  relief  to  be  expecled, 
when  a  prince  is  a  friend  to  the  mufes: 
the  adventure  of  his  parrot  made  him 
thoughtful.  The  queen,  who  perfectly 
well  remembered  what  had  been  written 
on  the  piece  of  Zadig's  pocket  book, 
ordered  that  part  to  be  brought.  They 
examined  the  two  pieces  together, 
which  perfectly  fitted  each  other;  and 
then  read  the  verfe  as  Zadig  had  wrote 
it. 

By  crimes  of  blackeft  dye,  I've  feen  the  earth 

made  hell ; 
He's  of  the  throne  poflefs'd,  who  all  their 

pow'r  can  quell'. 

To  peace  and  liberty,  love,  now's  the  only  foe,  - 
The  enemy  profels'd  of  mortals  here  below.    • 

Upon  this  the  king  ordered  Zidig  to 
be  in.'tantly  brought  before  him,  and 
his  two  friends  and  tho  lady  to  be  im- 
mediately releafed  from  their  con- 
finement. Zadig  proliratcd  himillf 
with  his  face  to  the  earth  before'  the 
king  and  queen,  and  molt  humbly  beg- 
ged pardon  for  having  made  an  ill  verle. 
He  fpoke,  indeed,  with  fuch  a  be- 
coming grace,  and  with  10  mil*  h  mo- 
delty  and  good  fenfu,  that  the  king 
and  queen  defired  to  fee  him  again  ; 
when  they  g  ive  him  all  the  wealth  of 
Arimazes,  by  whom  he  hail  been  fo 
unjulUy  accufed  :  but  Zadig  gene- 
roufly  reftored  him  back  the  whole  cf 
his  fortune.  Arimazes,  however,  frit 

no 
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ro  other  fanfation,  than  the  pleafure 
which  arofe  from  his  not  having  loft 
his  fubilance.  The  king's  elteem  for 
Zadig  increafed  from  day  to  day;  he 
niade  him  fliare  in  all  his  pleafures, 
and  confulted  him  in  all  his  affairs. 
The  queen  from  that  time  fhewed  him 
fo  much  refpecl,  and  fpoke  to  him  in 
fuch  f  >ft  and  endearing  terms,  that  it 
'feemed  to  threaten  much  danger  to  her- 
felf,  her  royal  confort,  to  Zadig,  and  to 
the  kingdom.  Zadig  now  began  to 
Lelieve,  that  the  attainment  of  happi- 
nefs  was  not  fo  difficult  as  he  had 
formerly  imagined. 

CHAP.    V. 

THE    FORCE    OF    GENEROSITY. 

THE  time  now  arrived  for  cele- 
brating a  great  feaft,  held  once 
in  five  years.  It  was  a  cuftom  in 
Babylon,  folemnly  to  declare,  at  the 
end  of  this  period,  which  of  the  citi- 
zens had  done  the  moft  generous  aclion. 
The  grandees  and  magi  always  fat  as 
judges  on  this  occafion  ;  and  the  firft 
jfatrape,  who  had  the  care  of  the  city, 
made  known  the  moft  noble  actions 
that  had  parted  under  his  government. 
They  proceeded  by  votes,  and  the  king 
himfelf  pronounced  the  judgment. 
Perfons  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  came 
to  this  folemnity  from  the  moft  remote 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  fuccefs- 
ful  perfon  received  from  the  hands  of 
the  monarch  a  gold  cup,  adorned  with 
precious  ftones;  and  the  king  faid 
thefe  words  :  '  Receive  this  reward  of 

*  your  generofity;    and  may  the  gods 

*  grant  me  many   thoufands  of  fuch 

*  valuable  fubjefts !' 

On  this  memorable  day,  when  the 
king  appeared  on  his  throne,  fur- 
rounded  by  his  grandees,  the  magi, 
and  the  deputies  of  all  the  furround- 
ing  nations  who  came  to  thefe  games, 
where  glory  was  acquired,  not  by  the 
fwiftnefs  of  horfes,  nor  by  ftrength 
and  activity  of  body,  but  by  virtue; 
the  principal  fatrape  reported,  with  a 
loud  voice,  fuch  noble  afts  as  might 
feem  to  entitle  their  authors  to  this  in- 
eftimable  reward:  but  never  mentioned 
the  greatnefs  of  foul  with  which  Za- 
dig had  reftored  to  the  envious  man 
the  pofleflion  of  his  fortune;  this  was 
not  an  aclion,  that  deferred  to  difpute 
the  prize. 


Hefirfrprefented  a  judge,  who  hav- 
ing made  a  citizen  lofe  a  considerable 
caufe,  by  a  miftake  for  which  he  was 
no  way  refponfible,  had  made  reftitution 
out  of  his  own  private  fortune. 

He  next  produced  a  young  man,  who 
being  defperately  in  love  with  a  dam- 
lei  he  was  going  to  marry,  yielded 
her  up  to  his  friend;  whofc  paflion  for 
her  had  almo(t  brought  him  to  his 
grave,  and  on  parting  with  the  dam- 
fe!  gave  alfo  a  portion  with  her. 

He  afterwards  produced  a  foldier, 
who  in  the  wars  of  Hircania  had  fur- 
niflied  a  (till  greater  example  of  gene- 
rofity. The  enemy  had  taken  from 
him  his  miltrefs;  but  while  he  was 
fighting  in  her  defence,  he  was  inform- 
ed that  other  Hircanians,  at  fome  pa- 
ces dittant,  were  carrying  away  his  mo- 
ther :  he  then  quitted  his  miftrefs  with 
tears,  and  ran  to  deliver  his  parenU 
At  length  he  returned  to  her  he  loved, 
and  found  her  juft  expiring  :  upon 
which  lie  refolved  to  die  with  her,  and 
was  about  to  plungea  dagger  in  his  own 
breaft;  t>ut  his  mother  remonftrating, 
that  flie  had  no  other  fupport  nor  pro- 
tection but  him,  he  had  the  courage  to 
refolve  to  live. 

The  judges  feemed  difpofed  to  de- 
clare in  favour  of  the  foldier,  when  the 
king  fpoke  thus:  «  This  action,  and 
thofe  of  the  Others,  are  truly  great; 
but  they  do  not  fill  me  with  furprize. 
ZaJig  yefterday  performed  one  that 
has  raifed  my  aftonifhment.  I  had 
for  fome  days  difgraced  Coreb,  my 
prime-minifter  and  favourite.  I  com- 
plained of  his  conduct  in  violent  and 
bitter  terms;  when  all  my  cotutiers 
affured  me  that  I  was  too  mild,  and 
loaded  him  with  the  moft  reproach- 
ful inveclives,  I  afked  Zadig  his 
opinionof  Coreb,  and  he  dared  to  give 
him  the  nobleft  of  characters.  I  muft 
own,  that  I  have  feen  in  our  hifto- 
ries,  examples  of  perfons  who  have 
paid  their  own  fortunes,  to  atone  for 
an  error;  of  thofe  who  refigned  a 
miftrefs;  and  who  have  preferred 
a  mother  to  a  woman  tenderly  be- 
loved; but  never  have  I  read  of  a 
courtier  who  has  fpoken  favourably 
of  a  fallen  minifter,  the  object  of  his 
fovereign's  anger.  I  give  to  eaclx 
of  thofe,  whole  generous  actions  have 
been  juft  recited,  twenty  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  but  the  cup  I  give  to 
Zadig.' 

«  O  king  I* 


'  O  king!'  faiil  Z.idig,    '  it  is  your 
.•<   the  cii|>; 

.  jlotie  have  a6ted  in  th'.-  molt  n>>- 
iml    uncommon    nnnnerj    fince 
iic  lu  i-.ieat  a  king,  was 
not  oil.  ;i>i -  >l  it   your  flave,  wheu  he 
v.>ur  p;illion.'     The  whole 
iy  gazed  with  admiration    both 
on    the  king  and   Z:utig.     The  judge 
who  had  generouflv  atoned  his  error, 
the  lover  who  ha.)  rcligned    his    mif- 
trefs  to  his    friend,    tlie   foldier    who 
had    prehiied   the  fafrty  of    his    mo- 
ther to  that  of   his  miltrefs,    received 
the  monarch's  prefenf«,  and  law  their 
numcs   written  in  the  book  of   gene- 
rous   aftions:    Zadig    had     the    cup; 
and  the  king  acquired  the  reputation 
of  a  good    prince,    which  he  did  not 
long  enjoy.      This  day  was  celebra- 
ted   by  feafts  which  continued  longer 
than    the    law    prefcrihedj     tragedies 
were  reprefented  that  made  the  audi- 
ence bur II    into    tears;    and  comedies 
that  excited  laughter;    both  of  which 
were    very    unufual  in  Babylon;    and 
the  me*nory  thereof  is  ftill  preferved  in 
Alia.     '  Now,"    faid  Zadig,    *  I  am 
4  at   length    compleatly    happy.'     He 
was,  however,    moft  egrcgioufly  mil- 
taken. 


CHAP.    VI. 

THE  JUST  JUDGE. 

'XTOtwithftanding  Z:ulig's  youth, 
A  ^1  he  was  eltabliflied  fupreme  judge 
of  all  the  ti  ibun.ils  throughout  the  em  - 
pire.  He  dil'ch.trged  this  office,  as  a 
man  whom  God  had  en<)ued  with  the 
Itrictelt  jultice,  and  the  molt  iblid  wif- 
dom.  It  was  from  him  the  lurround- 
ing  nations  received  this  grand  princi- 
ple, that  it  is  much  better  to  run  the 
hazard  of  fpanng  the  guilty,  than  be 
liable  to  condemn  the  innocent.  And 
it  was  his  firm  opinion,  that  the  laws 
were  intended  to  honour  thole  who 
did  well,  as  much  as  to  be  a  terror  to 
the  wicked.  His  principal  talent  con- 
filted  in  dilcovering  truth,  which  moft 
men  feek  to  obl'cure.  On  the  firft  day 
of  his  adminiltration,  he  exerted  this 
peculiar  talent.  A  rich  merchant  of 
Babylon  died  in  the  Indies,  who  had 
made  his  two  Ions  joint  heirs,  as  foon 
as  they  fliouki  difpofe  of  their  filter  in 
marriage;  ami,  inoieover,  left  a  legacy 
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of  thirty  tnoufand  p!rce<  of  go!.;  ;o 
win.  Humid  be  proved  to  have 
loved  him  bell.  The  eldeft  crefted  a 
ftiperb  monument  to  hi«  memory}  the 
f'econd  increajed  his  fitter's  portion, 
by  giving  her  a  pait  of  his  inheritance. 
Upon  which  every  body  laid,  that  the 
eldrft  belt  loved  his  f.ither,  and  the 
youngelt  his  fitter;  and  that  therefore 
the  thirty  thoufand  pieces  ought  to  be 
given  the  eldelt. 

The  caule  came  before  Zadig,  who 
examined  them  apart.  To  the  eldeft 
he  laid,  «  Your  father  is  not  yet  dead, 
'  he  is  cured  of  his  illnefs,  and  is  on  • 
'  his  return  to  Babylon.'—'  God  be 
'  praifed!'  replied  the  young  manj 
'  but  his  tomb  coll  me  a  confi.lerable 
'  fum.'  Zadig  afterwards  faid  the 
fame  to  the  voungeflj  who  immediately 
replied,  '  God  be  praifed!  I  will  go 
'  and  reftore  to  my  father  all  I  have} 
'  but  I  hope  he  will  not  ir.Git  upon. 
'  what  I  have  given  my  filter.'—'  You 

*  fliall    reltore   nothing,'    faid  Zadig, 

*  and  fhall  have  the  thirty    thouland 

*  pieces:    you    are  the  man  who  bed 
'  loves  his  father.' 

A  young  lady  who  was  very  rich, 
had  promiied  hej'felf  in  marriage  tu 
two  magi;  and  after  huyir.g  for  ibme 
months  received  inltruclions  from  both, 
difcovered  herfelf  to  be  with  child. 
Each  of  tliem  was  dtiirous  of  marrying 
her.  '  I  will  take  him  for  my  huf- 
'  band,'  laid  me,  '  who  has  put  me 

*  in  a  condition  to  give  a  citizen    to 

*  my    country.' — '  1:    is  I,    Midam, 

*  who  have  anfwered  that  valuable  end,* 
faid  the  one:   '  It  is  I  who  have  had  this 
'  advantage,'  laid  the  other.     «  We!!,* 
repl-ed   (he,    '  I  will  acknowledge  for 
'  the   infant's    father,    him    who  caa 

*  give   it   the.  belt   education.'     In    a 
fltort  time  after,  Ihe  w,,s  delivered  of  a 
fon.     Each  of  them  in h led  on  being 
it's    tutor,  and  the  caule  w.-.s  bi ought 
before  Zadig.     When  ihe  m;igi   cam* 
before  him,  he  laid  to  the  firit,   '  What 

will  you  le.'Ch  your  pt'|-!r?'— •'  I  will 
teach  him,'  ixplit..!  fit:  (t-.^Hor,  '  the 
eight  parts  ot  fpeech,  iogick,  altrolc- 
gy,  and  magick;  what  is  me:uH  by 
lub/tance  and  accident,  the  abftraft 
and  the  concrete,  &c.  Sec.'  When 
he  fecond  was  alkcd  the  lame  queltion, 
I  will  do  my  utmolt,'  jaid  he,  «  to 
make  him  an  honelt  man,  and  to  ren- 
der Finn  worthy  of  having  many 
friends.'  Upon  this,  Zadig  cried, 
C  «  Whether 
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'  Whether  you  are  the  father  or  not, 
*  you  fhall  many  the  mother.' 

Complaints  every  day  reached  court 
againft  the  itimadoulet  of  Media, 
whofe  name  was  Irax.  He  was  a  per- 
Ibn  of  great  rank  and  fortune,  and  na- 
turally poffefled  of  a  good  difpofition; 
but  had  Corrupted  his  mind,  and 
Squandered  away  great  part  of  his  ef- 
tate,  in  the  conftant  purfuit  of  vain 
and  expenfive  plea fu res.  He  feldom 
permitted  an  inferior  to  fpeak  to  him,, 
and  no  perfon  whatever  dared  to  op- 
pofe  his  will.  He  was  as  vain  as  the  pea- 
cock, as  voluptuous  as  the  pigeon,  and 
as  fluggifh  and  ina&ive  as  the  to.Toife. 
In  fhort,  he  made  falie  glory,  and 
falfe  pleafures,  his  only  purfuits. 

Zadig  undertook  his  cure:  he  ac- 
cordingly fenthim,  in  the  king's  name, 
a  mailer  of  muhck,  with  twelve  fingers 
and  twenty-four  muficians;  and  a 
fteward  of  the  houie,  with  fix  cqoks 
and  four  chamberlains,  who  were  ne- 
ver to  quit  his  prefence.  The  king's 
order  was,  that  the  following  particu- 
lars mould  be  inviolably  obferved;  and 
thus  the  bufinefs  proceeded. 

The  firft  morning,  as  foon  as  the 
voluptuous  Irax  awaked,  the  mufick- 
jnafter  entered,  followed  by  the  vocal 
and  inftrumental  muficians,  who  per- 
formed a  cantata  that  lafted  two  hours 
and  three  minutes;  in  which  the  fol- 
lowing lines-  were  every  three  minutes 
jepeated: 

In  vain  our  feeble  pow'rs  we  raife, 
To  flng  thy  valour,  wiftlom,  worth ; 

Far,  far  beyond  ail  human  praile, 
Thy  virtues  fbar,.  moft  bleft  un  earth. 

When  the  cantata  was  ended,  a 
chamberlain  made  an  oration  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  long,  in  which  he 
particularly  praifed  him  for  all  the 
good  qualities  he  wanted.  The  fpeech 
being  ended,  they  conducted  him  to 
table  by  the  found  of  inftniments. 
The  dinner  lafted  three  hours,  before 
he  condefcended  to  fpeak:  as  foon  as 
he  opened  his  mouth  for  .that  purpoier 
the  firft  chamberlain  faid  he  was  in  the 
right;  fcarce  had  he  pronounced  fotir 
•words,  when  the  fecond  chamberlain 
cried,  'Sir,  you  are  perfectly  right!' 
The  other  two  chamberlains  employed 
themfeives  in  laughing  heartily  at  every 
fmart  thing  Irax  had  faid,  or  feemed 
willing  to  fay,  and  were  lavifh  in  their 


praifes  of  his  wit.     After  dinner,  the 
adulating  chorus  was  repeated. 

The  firlt  day  Irax  was  in  rtp- 
tures,  and  he  thought  the  King  of 
kings  pajd  a  proper  attention  to  his 
merit;  the  fecond  feemed  Id's  agrte- 
able;  the  third  was  fomewhat  trou- 
blefome;  the  fourth  infupportablej 
and  the  fifth  tormenting.  In  Ihort, 
dilturbed  at  hearing  thenralways  ling- 
ing,  «  In  vain  our  feeble  pow'ts  we 

*  raife,'  with  hearing  them  continual- 
ly fay  he  was  in  the  right,  and  at  being 
harangued  every  dayat  the  fame  hour, 
he  wrote  to  court  to  befeech  the  king. 
to  recal  his  chamberlains,   his  mufici- 
ans, his  Rewards  of  the  hou*hokl,-and 
his  cooks;    and  promilcd   in  the   moft 
fubmirfive  manner,  to  be  lefs  vain,  and 
apply  himfelf  more  cioftly  to  buiind'y. 
From  this  time  he  grew  lefs  fond  of 
adulation,  and  had  fewer  feafts,  though 
he  was   yet  more  happy,  for,  as  it  is 
faid  by  Sadder,    '  Always  pleafure,  is 

*  no  pleafure.'' 

Scarce  a  day  pa/Ted  wherein  Zadig 
did  not  exhibit  foiue  frefh  proof  o£ 
his  amazing  penetration,  and  extreiae 
goodnefsof  heart;  he  was  adcred  by 
the  people,  and  beloved  by  the  king: 
even  the  firfl  misfortunes  of  his  life 
ferved  to  augment  his  prefent  felicity. 
Every  night,  however,  he  had  a  dream, 
which  filled  him  with  uneafineljs.  He 
imagined  that  l;e  laid  himlejf  down  on 
a  heap  of  dry  herbs,  among  which 
there  were  prickly  ones  that  greatly  in- 
commoded him;  and  that  afterwards, 
he  repoled  himfeif  in  the  foftelt  man- 
ner on  a  bed  of  rofes,.  from  whence 
there  proceeded  a  ferpent,  which 
wounded  him  to  the  heart  with  it's 
iharp  and  envenomed  tooth.  '  Alas!" 
faid  he,  c  I  have  long  laid  on  tliefe 
'  dry  and  prickly  heibs;  I  am  now 

*  on  the  bed  of  rofes;  but  what  (ball1 
'  be  the  ferpent?' 


CHAP.     VII. 

THE  FORCE  OF  JEALOUSY. 

''"TpHE  misfortunes  of  Zadig  pro- 
JL  ceeded  in  a  great  meafure  from 
his  preferment,  but  more  particularly 
from  his  merit.  He  everyday  convert- 
ed with,  the  king  and  his  a"ugult  con- 
fort;  and  the  charms  of  his  converfation 
were  tedou-bled,  by  that  defire  of  pleaf- 
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ing,  which  it  to  the  mind  what  drefg 

is  to  beauty.     The  youth  anil  graceful 

dig  had  a  much  greater 

influence  on  Aftartc  than   flic  readily 

perceived  j  ami   lier  bofom  continually 

m   affe&ion    of  which    (he 

vas    by    no    intans    confcious.      She 

,    ami  v.'ithoat  fcruple,  indulged 

:    ii'ure  of  feeing  and  converting 

>.  man  who  was  not  only  dear  to 

her  hufbatiil,  but  to  the  whole  empire. 

She  was  continually   (peaking  in   his 

j>raife  to   the    king}   and    he   was  the 

whole     fuhjeft     of    her    converfation 

among   her  women,  whofe  etiiogiums 

of  him    even  exceeded  her  'own.      In 

every   thing  fcrved   to  fink  into 

-the  heart  of  Altarte  the  arrow  which 

to   her  w.is  imperceptible.     She  made 

prefents  to  Zidig,   in  which  there  was 

more  of  gallantry  than  me  imagined; 

.flic  thought  only  of  (peaking  to  him 

like  a  queen  pleafed  with  his  fen-ices, 

buther  txprelfions  did  not  unfrecjuent- 

Jy  rclembie  thofc  of  ;t  woman  in  love. 

Aftarte  was  far  more  beautiful  than 
Semira,  who  had  Aich  a  hatred  tor 
one-eyed  men  j  or  his  late  afft&ionate 
/poulV,  wiiv)  had  been  willing  to  cut 
off  his  n.jfe.  The  pleafing  f.uniliarity 
of  Altarte;  her  tender  expreflions, 
which  lomf times  crimi'oned  her  cheeks; 
and  the  delicate  glances  of  her  eyes, 
which  in  fpite  of  herfelf  were  conti- 
nuallv  fixed  -upon  his;  all  COiWpired  to 
light  up  a  fire  in  the  heart  of  Zadig, 
at  which  he  w*as  himfelf  amazed.  .  lie 
endeavoured  to  extinguifli  it,  by  call- 
ing to  his  afliltance  that  philofophy 
which  had  hitherto  been  his  fupport; 
but  drew  nothing  from  this  fource  but 
empty  knowledge,  without  any  real 
conlblation. 

Duty,  gratitude,  and  violated  ma- 
jefty,  prefeiit^d  themfelves  to  his  mind 
as  avenging  deitie«j  he  (truggled 
bravely  with  his  portions,  and  at  length 
gained  the  victory:  this  conquett, 
•however,  which  he  was  obliged  every 
moment  to  re-obtain,  colt  him  many 
fighs  and  tears.  He-  now  dull  not 
i'peak  to  the  queen  with  that  delight- 
ful tieedom  which  had  before  proved 
but  too  agreeable  to  them  both:  his 
eyes  were  veiled  with  a  mitt;  his  dif- 
courfe  was  unconnected,  and  had  tlve 
appearance  of  conitnint;  he  endea- 
voured lo  look  another  way,  that  he 
might  nut  behold  the  queen;  and  when 
contrary  to  his  wittics  his  eyes  met 


thofe  of  Aftarte,  lie  found  that  hcr'i, 
though  bulled  in  tears,  were  capable 
of  darting  forth  arrows  of  flame:  they 
(eemed,  in  (here,  filentlv  to  intimate, 
that  they  were  afraid  of  being  in  love 
with  each  other,  an  1  that  both  burned 
with  a  -fire  which  both  condemned. 

Zadig  left  her  prefence  with  a  mind 
unlet'.lcd  and  undifmiyedjand  his  heart 
was  opprelfed  with  a  burden  too  great 
for  him  to  bear..  Amidlt  the  violence 
of  his  agitations,  he  difcloled  to  Cador 
the  fecret:?  of  his  lieaif;  jult  as  a  man 
who,  having  long  fupported  the  fits  of 
a  violent  diieafe,  makes  his  anguifh 
known  by  a  cry  which  it's  redoubled 
fliarpnefs  forces  "from  him,  and  by  the 
cold  Iweats  which  hang  on  h-»  brow. 

'  1   have    already    difcovercd,'    (aid 

Cador,  '  the  (enjations  you  would  fain 

have   concealed    from   yourfelf;    the 

paffions    fljew    themfelves    by    figns 

which  will  not  (ufF-r  us  to  be  mif- 

taken.     Judge,  my  dear  Zadig,  fmce 

I  have  read  your  heart,  whether  the 

king  will  not  dilcover  a  fenfation  fo 

offenfive  to  him.     He  has  no  other 

fault,   than  that  of  being  the  molt 

jealoue  of  mankind.     You  will  re- 

lift  your  paflion  with  greater  ftrength 

than  the   queen    will    combat  her'i, 

not  only  becaufe  you  are  a  philofo- 

pher,    but   becaufc   ycu   are   Zadig. 

Altarte  is  a  woman;  and  fuffers  her 

looks  to  fpeak  with  the  more  impru- 

dence, as  (he  does  not  bdieve  herfelf 

to  be  yet  guilty.     Conlcious  of  the 

innocency  of  her   heart,    (he   is   by 

much  too  unguarded.     I  tremble  for 

her,  becaule  me  hath   nothing  with 

which    to   reproach    herfelf.       Were 

you  both  agreed,  you  mi^ht  deceive 

the  whole   world:    a    riling  paffion, 

which  is  (mothered,  breaks  out  into 

•*  a  flime;  but  love,    when  once  gra- 

4  tified,   knows   how  to  conceal    itfelf 

'  with   art.'     Z.ulig  ihuddcred  at  the 

propofal  of  violating  the  bed   of   his 

royal   benefactor;  nor  was    there  ever 

a  more  faithful  iiibjecl,  though  guilty 

of  this  involuntary  mine.  The  queen, 

however,  lo  ohen  pronounced  the  name 

of  Zadig,  with  her  face  covered  wi.-h 

bln(hesj    (he  was    fometimes    fo    ani- 

mated,   at  others  fo   much  deprcfled, 

when  (he  ("poke  of  him  in  the  prcience 

of  her  hulband,   and  was  fcized   with 

fo  deep  a  thotigiitfulnefs  when  he  was 

abfent,  that  the  king  became  extremely 

uneafy.  tie  beloved  all  that  he  law,  and 
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imagined  all  that  he  did  not  fee.  He 
more  particularly  remarked,  that  the 
queen's  fandals  were  blue,  and  that 
thofe  of  Zadig  were  of  the  fame  colour; 
that  her  ribbands  were  yellow,  and  that 
55adig's  turban  was  alfb  yellow.  Xhefe 
were  terrible  prognofticks  for  a  prince 
of  his  delicscy  to  reflect  on.  In  a 
mind  fo  diftempered  as  his,  fufpicions 
became  as  facts. 

The  flaves  of  kings  and  queens  are 
fo  many  fpies  over  their  hearts.  It 
was  foon  difcovered  by  them,  that 
Aftarte  wss~  tender,  and  Moabdar 
jealous.  Arimazius  had  not  corrected 
his  envious  rlifpolitionj  for  flints  never 
foften,  and  venomous  animals  always 
prefer ve  their  poifon.  Thi?  wretch 
fent  an  anonymous  letter  to  Moabilar: 
the  infamous  recourfeof  a  fordid  mind, 
and  which  is  always  the  object  of  con 
tempt;  but  at  this  time  it  had  the  in- 
tended efft-cl,  becuufe  it  fcconded  the 
fatal  fentimcnts  that  pofleffed  the 
prince's  heart.  In  ftiort,  he  no  longer 
thought  of  any  thing  befides  the  man- 
ner of  his  revenge.  He  one  night  re- 
iblved  to  poifon  the  qi-em.,  and  to  make 
Zadig  die  by  the  bow -Itringj  his  re- 
venge was  to  be  executed  at  break  of 
day,  and  the  order  -was  given  to  a 
mercilefs  eunuch,  the  ready  execu- 
tioner of  his  vengeance.  There  was, 
at  this  time,  a  little  dwarf  in  the  king's 
chamber,  who  was  dumb,  but  not  deaf . 
He  was  lufrYred  to  go  where  he  pleafed; 
and  was  awitnefs  of  whatever  pafied  in 
fecret,  without  being  more  fufpe£ted 
than  any  domeliick  animal.  This  little 
dwarf  had  an  extraordinary  affection 
both  for  the  queen  and  Zadig.  He 
heard  with  equal  horror  and  furpi  ize 
the  orders  given  for  their  death;  but 
how  to  prevent  thofe  orders  from  being 
put  in  execution,  as  the  time  was  fo 
ihort,  was  his  principal  concern.  It 
is  true  he  could  not  write,  but  then 
he  had  learned  to  draw,  and  knew  how 
to  form  a  refemblance.  Accordingly, 
he  fpent  part  of  the  flight  in  delineat- 
ing on  a  piece  of  paper  what  he 
wiftied  to  inform  the  queen.  His  de- 
fign  reprefented  the  king  agitated  with 
fury,  who  ftood  in  a  corner  of  the 
picture,  giving  orders  to  his  eunuch; 
a  bow-ttring  and  a  cup  were  placed  on 
a  table;  and  in  the  midft  of  tht  picture 
•was  the  queen  expiring  in  the  arms  of 
her  women,  and  Zadig  itrangled  at  her 
Jeet,  In  the  horizon  he  reprefented  a 


rifing  fun,  to  fhew  that  this  horrible 
execution  was  to  be  performed  by  break 
of  day.  As  foon  as  he  had  finiflied 
this  piece,  he  ran  to  one  of  Altarte's 
women,  awaked  her,  and  made  her 
underftand  that  flie  was  that  very  in- 
itant  to  carry  it  to  the  queen. 

In  the  middle  of  the  night  there  was 

a   knocking  at   Zadig's  door;  he  was 

awaked,  and  a  note  prefented  him  from 

the  queen;  he  doubted  whether  he  was 

not  in  a  dream,  and  opened  the  letter 

with   a  trembling  hand:  but  what  was 

his  furpnze,   and  who  can  exprefs  his 

confirmation  and  defpair,  when  he  read 

thefe  words!       '  Fly,   dear    Zadig,  at 

this  very  inftant,  in  which  they  are 

going  to  take  away  your  life.     Fly, 

I  conjure  you,  in  the  name  of  that 

fatal  paffion  with  which  I  have  long 

ftruggled,  and  which  I  at  laft  con- 

fefs,  when  on  the  point  of  expiating 

it  by  my  death.     Although  I  am  not 

confcious  of  having  committed  any 

crime,   I   find   that  I  am  doomed  to 

fuffer  as  a  traitor.' 

Zadig  had  fcarce  power  to  fpeak. 
He  ordered  his  friend  Cador  to  be  call- 
ed, and  gave  him  the  paper  without 
uttering  a  word.  Cador  prefled  him 
to  obey  the  contents,  and  immediately 
take  the  road  to  Memphis.  '  If  you 
'  fhould  dare  go  in  fearch  of  the  queen,* 
faid  he,  'you  will  haften  her  death; 
if  you  mould  fpeak  to  the  king,  you 
will  infallibly  ruin  her.  I  will  my- 
felf  endeavour  to  avert  the  ftroke 
which  threatens  her;  it  will  be  furfi- 
cient  for  you  to  provide^for  your  own 
fafety.  It  mail  be  inftantly  fpread 
abroad,  that  you  are  gone  to  the  In- 
dies; and  as  foon  as  the  purfuit  o,r" 
you  mall  be  given  up,  I  will  follow 
after,  and  inform  you  of  every  occur- 
rence.' 

Cador  immediately  ordered  two  of 
the  fwifteft, dromedaries  to  be  ready  at 
one  of  the  private  doors  of  the  palace, 
and  made  Zadig  mount  that  which  was 
to  carry  him,  though  he  was  fcarce  able 
to  fit  up.  He  had  but  one  trufty  fer- 
vant  to  attend  him;  and  Cador,  over- 
whelmed with  grief,  in  a  few  moments 
loit  fight  of  his  friend. 

This  illulirious  fugitive,  having 
reached  the  fummit  of  a  hill  from 
whence  he  might  take  a  view^>f  Baby- 
lon, turned  his  eyes  towards  the  queen's 
palace,  and  immediately  fainted  away: 
when  he  recovered  his  lenfes,  his  cheeks 
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were  bathed  with  tears,  and  he  eagerly 
wtfhcd   I'm  -death.     At  length,  having 
employed  his  thoughts  in  contemplat- 
the   dcploiable    fate  of  the  moft 
\-  \voni  in  and  gicateft  queen  up- 
tl),  IK-  tor  a  moment  tinned  his 
views  .on    bunfelfj     and     exclaimed, 
What,  then,   is  human  lite!  O  vir- 
tue, virtue!    what   halt  thoti   availed 
me!    I  have  been  balely  betrayed  by 
two  females:  yet  a  third,  who  is  in- 
nocent, and  ten  tboofand  times  more 
lovely,  is  on  the  point  ot"  being  mur- 
dered tor  her  partiality  to  me.    What- 
ever good  I   have  done,  has  been  to 
me  a  conllant  fource  of  difappoint- 
ment  and   mifery:  I  have  been  only 
railed  to  the  height  qf  grandeur,  that 
my  tall  might  be  the  greater  down 
the  horrible  precipice  of  misfortune. 
Had  I  been  as  wicked  and  abandoned 
as  others,  I  Ihoulil,   like  them,  have 
been  happy!'    With  a  mind  agitated 
by  thefe  faial  reflexions,  his  eyes  cover- 
td  witli  the  veil  ot  grief,  the  palencfs 
of  death  on  his  countenance,  and  his 
foul  plunged  in  the  blackelt  defpair,  he 
continued  his  journey  towards  Egypt. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

THE     WIFE     BEATEN. 

ZADIG  directed  his  courfe  by 
the  ftars.  The  conltellation  O 
rion,  and  the  mining  Dog-liar,  guided 
him  towards  the  pole  of  Canopaea.  He 
rtfkcled  with  admiration  on  thole  valt 
globes  of  light  which  appear  to  our 
eyes  no  more  than  taint  iparks;  while 
the  earth,  which  in  reality  is  but  an 
imperceptible  point  in  nature,  Teems 
to  our  fond  imaginations  far  more 
great  and  noble.  He  then  reflected 
on  the  'whole  race  of  mankind,  and 
conlidered  them,  truly,  as  infects  that 
devour  each  other,  on  an  atom  of 
earth.  This  idea  feemed  greatly  to 
alleviate  his  misfortunes;  by  making 
him  retrace  the  nothingnefs  of  his  own 
being,  and  even  that  of  Babylon.  His 
capacious  foul  now  Ibared  into  infinity, 
and  contemplated,  while  detached  from 
her  earthly  pinner,  the  immutable 
rrder  of  the  univerfc.  But  the  moment 
lie/  returned  to  himlelr,  and  again 
•:d  into  his  o\vn  heart,  he  began 
to  confuler  that  Altarte  might  poflibly 
have  died  for  him:  the  univerfe  vauifn- 


ed  from  hit  fight}  and  he  beheld  no- 
thing throughout  all  nature,  but  Af- 
tarte  dying,  and  Zadig  unfortunate. 
As  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  this  flux  and 
reflux  of  fublime  philofophy  and  dif- 
treffing  forrow,  he  inlenfibly  arrived  on 
the  frontiers  of  Egypt;  and  his  faith- 
ful attendant  was  already  in  the  firfl 
hamlet,  feeking  a  lodging.  Zulig, 
in  the  mean  time,  approached  the  fur- 
rounding  gardens,  when  he  faw,  at  a 
fmail  diltance  from  the  highway,  a 
woman  in  tears,  calling  heaven  and 
earth  to  her  aflHtance,  and  a  man  in  a 
violent  rage  purfuing  after  her.  He 
now  came  up  with  her,  and  (he  fell 
proltrate  before  him,  imploring  his 
forgivenefs,  but  he  gave  her  only  blows 
and  reproaches.  By  the  violence  of  the 
Egyptian,  and  the  reiterated  entreaties 
for  pardon  uttered  by  the  lady,  Zadig 
judged  that  the  one  was  jealous,  and  the 
otlu-r  unf  iithful.  But  when  he  beheld 
the  exquifite  beauty  of  the  woman,  and 
confidered  that  fhe  bore  Come  little  re- 
femblance  to  the  unhappy  Aftarte,  he 
felt  hiinfelf  filled  with  comjv.dion  for 
her,  and  horror  for  the  Egyptian. 
'  For  Heaven's  fake.  Sir,  alfilt  me!' 
cried  flie  to  Zadig,  with  the  deeped 
fighs;  '  deliver  me  from  the  h  nuls  of 

*  the  moft  barbarous  man  living!  Save 
'   me;  fave  my  life!'     At  tliele  cries, 
Zadig  nin  to  throw  nimfelf  between  the 
lady  and    this   barbaiian;     and    as    he 
had   fome  knowledge  of  the  Egyptian 
language,  laid  to  him  in   that  tongue, 
«  Dear  Sir,  if 'yon  have  any  humanity, 
'  let  me  beg  you  to  pay  Ibine  regard 
'  to    her  hc-.iry   and    weakoefij    hovr 
'  can  you  be  16  enraged  at  the  inalter- 

*  piece  of   nature,    who  lies    at   your 
'  feet,     and    has  no    uefoiue   but    her 

*  tears?' — '  Ah,  hr.!' cried  the  jealous 
man;  '  you  are,  I  fuppofc,  one  of  her 
'  admirers,  and  I  will  l>c  revenged  on 
'  you  this    moment.'     So    laying,    he 
left  the  lady,  whom  he  h  ui  betou-  held 
by  her  hair,'  and  taking  his  Lnce,  at- 
tempted to  wound  the  firar.gor.     Za- 
dig, howevei ,  who  WHS  in  cool  blood, 
eafily  avoided  the  blow  aimed  by  the 
enraged  Egyptian,  and  Ici/rd  the  lance 
near  the  point.     One  drove  to  di.iw  it 
back,  the  other  to  wrelt  it  from  him; 
and,  in  the  Imfilc,  it  broke  in   their 
hands.     The  Egyptian  then   drew  his 
fabie;  ami  Zadig  arming  himfelf  with 
his,   they  attacked  each  other.     This 
gave  a  hundred  pi  ccipltute  blows;  -iiat 

warded 
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warded  them  off  with  addrefs.  Mean- 
while the  lady  fat  on  the  ground,  ad- 
juliing  her  head-drefs,  and  looking  at 
the  combatants.  The  Egyptian  was 
more  tobujt  than  his  adverfary,  but 
Zadig  was  the  mod  expert.  This  ailed 
like  a  perlbn  whofe  a/m  was  conducted 
by  his  judgment,  that  like  a  man  whofe 
pafiion  made  him  fight  at  random.  In 
ihort,  Zadig  foon  clofed,  and  difarmed 

.  him.;  and  while  the  Egyptian  became 
mere  furious,  and  attempted  to  throw 
himfelf  upon  him,  he  laid  faft  hold  of 
him,  preff-d  him  clofe,  threw  him 
down,  and  holding  his  fword  to  his 
breaft,  offered  him  his  life.  The  Egyp- 
tian, fired,  with  rage,  drew  his  poig- 
nard,  and  wounded  the  conqueror  at 
the  very  inftant  he  granted  him  his 
pardon;  upon  which,  Zadig  inftantly 
plunged  his  fabre  into  his  bofom,  and 
the  Egyptian,  with  an  horrible  cry, 

.  gave  up  the  gholt.  Zadig  then  ad- 
vanced towards  the  lady,  and  faid, 
with  a  fubmiffive  voice,  '  He  has  forced 
4  me  to  kill  himj  I  have  revenged 

*  your  caufe;    and  you  are   now   de- 
'  livered  from  the  mod  furious  man  I 
'  have  ever   feen:    what   more   would 

'*  you  have  me  do   for  you?' — '  Die, 

*  villain!'    flie   replied;  I    would  ha,ve 
'  you  die:  you  have  killed  my  lover, 
'  and   I  wilh  I   was  able  to  tear  out 
'  your  cruel   heart!'—'  You   had,   in- 

*  deed,    a  llrange  kind  of  lover!'  re- 
plied   Z;idig:    '  he   beat  you    with  all 

*  his  itrength;  and  would  have  taken 
'  away  my  iifr,   becauJ'e  you  intreated 
«  me  to  aifyt  you!' — '  I  wifh  he  had 
'  beat  merit!],'  replied  the  lady,  weep- 
ing bitterly;    '  I   well  dcferved  it,   for 
«  I  had  made  him  jealous.     Would  to 
'  Heaven  he  was  now  beating  me,  and 
«  that  you  was  in  his  fituatior.!'     Za- 
dig,   more  furprized  and  angry  than  he 
bad  ever  been  in  his  life,  faid,   '  Ma- 
'  dam,  notwithftanding  your   beauty, 

*  you  merit  that  I  fhould  beat  you  in 

*  my  turn;  but  I  difdajn   to  concern 

*  myfelf   farther  about   you!'      Upon 
this  he  remounted  his  dromedary,  and 
advanced  towards  the   town.      Scarce 
had  he  began  to  fet  forward,  when  he 
turned  back  at  the  noife  made  by  four 
couriers  of  Babylon,  who  came  riding 
full    fpeed.     One  of   them   feeing  the 
woman,  cried,  '  It  is  fhe  herielf;  fhe   , 

*  anfwers   the    defcription    given    us.' 
They  took  no  notice  or  the  dead  mar., 

•but  immediately  feized  the  lady ;  who 


inceffantly  cried  out  to  Zadig,  «  Help 
«  me  once  more,  generous  (bangers 
'  deliver  me  from  thefe  ruffians?  I 
«  humbly  beg  pardon  for  my  late  un- 
«  grateful  behaviour;  help  me,  and  I 
'  will  be  yours  for  ever!'  Zadig, 
however,  had  now  no  inclination  to 
fight  in  her  defence.  «  Apply  to  fome 
'  other  for  aflillance,1  replied  he;  'you 
«  mall  not  again  make  me  the  dupe 
'  of  your  aitifice.'  Indeed,  Zadig's 
wound  bled  Co  faft,  that  he  had  him- 
felf nted  of  a'ffilranc\j  and  the  fight 
of  four  Babylonians,  probably  from 
Kmg  Moabviar,  ywe  him  much  con- 
cern. He  there,  ore  halted  towards 
the  town,  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  why 
four  couriers  fro.n  Babylon  fhould 
take  this  Egyptian  woman,  but  ftill 
more  puzzled  to  account  for  her  very 
ftrange  behaviour. 


CHAP.     IX. 

SLAVERY. 

THE  moment  Zadig   entered   the 
place,  he  was  Amounted  by  the 
people.     Every  one  laid,  <  This  is  the 
man  who   carried  away  the  beauti* 
Ail  Miflbuf,  and  aflaffinated   Cieto- 
fis.' — '  God  prelerve  me,'    faid   he, 
from  ever  carrying  away  your  beau- 
titul   Miflouf!  ihe  is   too  capricious 
for  me:  and   as  to   Cletofis,  I  have 
not  afTamnated   him;    I    have    only 
killed  him  in  my  own  defence.     He 
endeavoured  to  take  away  my   life, 
becaufe   I  begged  him  to  Ihew  fome 
mercy  to  the  lovely  MifTouf,  whom 
he    was  cruelly   beating.      I  am    a 
ftranger,  fled  hither  for  fhelter;  and 
there  is  but  little  likelihood,  that  on 
coming  to  entreat  your  protection,  I 
Ihould  begin  with  carrying  away  a 
lady,  and  affaffinating  her  lover.' 
The  Egyptians,  at  that  time,  were 
juft    and   humane.     The  people  con- 
dufted  Zadig  to  a  houfe  in  the  townj 
and  having  dreffed  his  wound,  he  and 
his  domerhck  were  examined  apart,  in 
order    to   diicover   the    truth.     They 
acquitted  Zadig  of  the  crime  of  wil- 
ful murder,-  but  as  he  had  been  guilty 
of  taking   away   the   life  of  a   man, 
though  in   his   own  defence,  the   law 
condemned    him  tp  be  a   flave.      His 
two  dromedaries  were  immediately  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  townj  they  di- 
vided 


Z  A    D   I  G. 


21 


?ided  amonp ft  the  inhabitants  the  gold 
•and  liis  ;. 

ket-place, 

I-.  tli  it  of  his  (erv.40t.  They 
,  meichant, 

i-;    niui   the    (''iva-it    doing 
irigue,  was  fold  at  a 
much    h.,;her    price     th -n   his    rr. 

,    there  «was   no  comp'nfon  be- 
tween  thrm.     Z.idig  was   therefore  a 
Have  I'ubord.iHtr  to   his  lirv;mt;    they 
;-,ked  t.  get  her  by  a  chain  fatten- 
ed  t;>  tinir  feet,  and   :n  rhis  condition 
d  the  Arabian   merchant. 
.    in  the  mean   time,   comforted 
•upatrxn;   rxhoiU-d    him  to  pati- 
.md,  according  to  his  ufual  cuf- 
U;m,   nvide  refl-clions  on  human  life. 
I  fee,'  faid  he,  '  that  the  unhappinefs 
of  my  dtitiny  has  an  effect  on  yours. 
Every  thing  in  which  I  have  had  any 
concern,    has  hitheito  h  en  (tiangely 
conduced.     I  have  been  condemned 
to   pay  a   fine   for   having  lecn   the 
tiaces   Itft   by    the  feet  of  a  dog;  I 
ha-e  fuffered  the  fear  of  being  im- 
paled on  acconntof  a  griffin  j  1  have 
'»  t-n  lent  to   execution    for   making 
veifes  in  piail'e  of  the  king;   I   have 
been  on  the  point  of  being  itrangled, 
bccaule  the  queen  hath  fpoke  to  me 
with  mildncfs;  and  here  am  I  a  (lave 
with  you,   becaufe   a  biuti/h    fellow 
has    beat     his     miftrcls.       Let     us, 
however,  bo  chearhil,   and   not   lofe 
our   courage;   all  this  perhaps   will 
have  an  end.     If  it   be  neceflary  for 
the  Arabian  merchants  to  have  (laves, 
why  fhould  not  I   be  one,  as  well  as 
another,    fmce    I  am   alib    a    man! 
Probably,  this    merchant    will     not 
be  void  of  pity;  it  is  lequilite   for 
him  to   treat  his  (laves  well,  if  he 
would    reap    much  advantage  from 
them.'     This  was   the  form  of  his 
words,  but   his  thoughts  were  wholly 
employed  about  the  fate  of  the  queen 
of  Babylon. 

Two  days  after,  the  merchant  fet 
out  for  Arabia  Defrrta,  with  his  flavcs 
and  camels.  HIS  tube  dwelt  near  the 
defart  of  Oreb,  and  the  way  was  long 
and  painful.  Setoc,  while  on  the  road, 
let  more  value  on  the  lervant  than  the 
matter,  becaufe  the  firtt  WTS  more  ex- 
pert in  loading  his  camels;  and  all 
the  little  marks  of  diltinftion  were  in 
his  favour.  A  camel  happening  to  die 
within  two  dajs  journey  of  Oreb,  his 
burden  was  divided,  aiJ  placed  on  the 


backs  of  hii  (hveg.  /Setoc  fmlled  at 
feeing  them  walk  tlooping  forward  j 
and  Zadig  took  tl^  lilinty  of  t-xphin- 
ing  thr  c:ui!r,  by  informing  him  of  the 
l:iws  of  the  balance.  The  merchant, 
aftoniflit-d  :tt  his  philofophical  dif- 
courfe,  began  now  to  look  u[>on  him 
with  a  very  different  eye;  and  '.' 
finding  that  he  had  cxciud  his  , 
olity,  redoubled  it,  by  informing  him 
of  many  things  not  foreign  to  com- 
merce; the  fpecifick  gravity  of  metals, 
and  other  commodities  of  various  kinds 
under  an  equal  bulk;  the  properties 
of  feveral  ufeful  animals,  and  the 
means  of  rendering  thofe  that  were 
not  fo  fit  for  fervice.  In  fliorr,  he  ap- 
peared to  Setoc  as  a  fage,  and  was  ef- 
teemed  by  him  far  more  valuable  than 
his  companion ;  he  accordingly  treated 
him  with  the  utmoft  kindnels.andnevey 
had  the  leaft  caufe  to  repent  his  indul- 
gence. 

Setoc  being  arrived  among  his   owrt 
trine,  demanded  payment  of  five  hun- 
dred ounces  of  (liver,  which    he   had 
lent  to  a  Jew  in  the  ptefence  of  two 
witnefles;but  the  witnefils  being  dead, 
and  the  Jew  fatiafied  of  the  impoflibi- 
lity  of  proving  the  debt,  he  looked  on 
the  money  to  be  his  own,  and  thankee! 
God  for  having  enabled  him  fafely  to 
defraud  an   Arabian.     Setoc  told    his 
uneafinefs   to  Zadig,  who  was  now  his 
chief  cos  fidtnt.     '   Where,'  (aid  Za- 
dig, '  did  you   lend  the  money  to  this 
infidel?' — '  On  a   large    ftone    near 
Mount  Oreb,'   replied  the  merchant. 
What  is  the  character  of  your  debt- 
or?' faid  Zadig.     '  That  of  a  noto- 
rious villain,'  replied  Setoc.     '  But 
I  all:,'  faid  Zadig,  '  whether   he  be 
lively  or   phlegmatick,   cautious    or 
Jmpruii*nt.' — '  He  is  the  worft  pay- 
mafter   in    the  world,'    faid    Setoc* 
but  the  mod  lively  and  merrieft  fel- 
low lever  knew.' — '  Well,'  faid  Za- 
dig, *  permit  me  to  plead  your  caufe.' 
Accordingly,     Setoc    confcnted,-     and 
Zadig  having  cited  the  Jew  to  appear, 
fpoke  thus   before  the  judge:  '  Pillar 
'  of  the  throne  of  equity,  I  come  to 
'  demand  of  this  man,  in  the  name  of 

*  my  mafter,  five  hundred  ounces   of 
'  filver  which  he   refufes  to  pay  him.' 
— '  Have  you  any   witncflcs  to  prove 
'  the  debt?'    (aid    the  judge.     <  No  > 
'repeated'Zadig;   •  they  are  both 'J.a(|. 
'  mi:  there  yet  remains  a  large  ftone  on 

*  which  the  money  was  cuuiaeu,  and 

*  if 
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*  if  it  pleafes  your  excellence  to  order 
«  the   ftone  to  be  fought  for,   I  doubt 
'  not  but  it  will  prove  a  fufficient  evi- 
«  dence.      The  Jew   and  I    will   wait 
«  here  till  it  arrives,    and  the  expence 
'  of  bringing  it  mall  be  defrayed  by 
'  my  matter. '-*-'  Your  requeft  is   but 

*  reafonable,'  replied   the  judge;    '  do 
'  as  you  propofe.'     He  then  proceeded 
to  other  bufinefs. 

When  the  court  was  about  to  break 
tip,  the  judge  addreffed  Zadig,  '  Well, 
laid    he,   '  is  your    ftone    yet    come?' 
The  Jew,  fneering,   replied,    '  Should 
your  excellence   wait    here    till     to- 
morrow, you  would  not  even  then 
fee  the  ftone;  for  it  is  above  fix  miles 
diftant^  from  hence,   and  would    re- 
quire fifteen    men   to  remove   it.'— 
I  have  well  faid,'  cried  Zadig  aloud, 
that  the  ftone  would  bear   witnel's! 
Since  this  man  knows  where  the  ftone 
lies,  he  confefles  that  the  money  was 
counted  on  it.'     The  Jew,  thus  con- 
founded,was  foon  conftrained  toconfefs 
the  truth;    and  the  judge  ordered  that 
he  (hould  be  faftened  to  the  ftone  with- 
out meat  or  drink,  till  he  had  reftored 
the  money,  which   was  then   fpeedily 
paid.     From  that  time,  the  (lave  Zadig, 
as  well  as  the  ftone,  were  held  in  great 
efteem  throughout  all  Arabia. 


CHAP.     X. 

THE    FUNERAL    PILE. 

SETOC,  tranfported  with  his  good 
fuccefs,  made  Zadig  his  favourite 
companion.  He  valued  him  as  much 
as  the  king  of  Babylon  had  formerly 
clone;  and,  luckily  for  Zadig,  the  mer- 
chant had  no  wife.  He  djfcovered  in 
his  mailer  a  natural  propenfity  to  good- 
nefs,  and  found  him  .to  be  a  worthy 
and  a  fenfible  man;  but  he  was  con- 
cerned to  fee  a  perfon  he  fo  greatly 
efteemed  paying  divine  adoration  to  a 
hoft  of  created,  though  celeftial  beings, 
according  to  the  cuitom  in  Arabia  of 
•worfhipping  the  fun,  moon)  and  ftars. 
He  fometimes  cautioufly  introduced 
this  important  topick;  and  at  length 
ventured  to  affert,  that  they  were 
equally  created  with  things  of  lefs 
luftre,  and  no  more  entitled  to  our  ado- 
ration, than  a  tree  or  a  rock.  '  But,' 
faid  Setoc,  '  thefe  are,  eternal  beings, 
*  from  whom  we  derive  every  bleffing 


we  enjoy;  they  animate  nature  5  they 
regulate    the    ieafonsj,   and    are,    in 
fliort,  h'tuate  at  luch  an  infinite  dif- 
tance  from    us,  that  we  cannot  but 
revere  them.'' — '  You    receive    more 
advantages,'    replied    Zadig,    '  from 
the  waters  of  the  Red   Sea,    which 
carry  your  merchandize  to  the  Indies  3 
and  may  not   that  be  as  ancient  as 
the    ftars?   or    if    you  will    worihip 
what  is  at  a  diftance,  you  mould  ra- 
ther pay  your  adoration  to  the  land  of 
the  Gangarides,  which  is  fituate  at 
the  extremities  of  the  earth.' — «  No," 
aid  Stetoc,  <  the  ftars  are  fo  furpaflingly 
brilliant,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
not  to  prefer  them.' 
In  the  evening  Zadig  lighted  a  great 
number  of  candles  in  the  tent  in  which 
they  were  to  lup;  and  as  foon  as  Setoc 
appeared,  threw  himfelfon  his   knees 
before    the  flaming   tapers,    and    thus 
addrefled  them:    '  Eternal  and    ever- 
'  (hining  brightnefs,  be   always   pro- 
'  pitious  to  your  votary.' •  Having  ut- 
tered thefe  words,  he  fat  down  to  table, 
without  regarding  Seroc.      '  What  are 
'  you  doing?'  faid    Setoc,    filled  with 
aftoniftiment.     «  I  aft,  Sir,  like  yo»j," 
replied  Zadig;    '  I  adore  thefe  candles, 
*  and  negleft  their  Mafter  and  mine.' 

Setoc  comprehended  the  profound 
fenfe  of  this  apologue.  The  wifciom 
of 'his  (lave  entered  into  his  foul;  and 
he  no  longer  burned  incenfe  to  created 
beings,  but  adored  the  Eternal  who 
made  them. 

The  Arabians  had  at  that  time  a 
horrid  cuftom,  originally  brought  from 
Scythia,  and  which  being  cftab.ifhed  in 
the  Indies  by  the  credit  of  the  Brach- 
mans,  threatened  to  fpread  it's  in- 
feclion  over  all  the  Ealt.  When  a 
married  man  died,  and  his  dearly  be- 
loved wife  wilhecl  to  be  efteemed  a  faint, 
me  burned  heritlf  publickly  on  her  liuf- 
band's  funeral  pile.  This  was  a  fo- 
lemn  feftival,  called  the  widow's  fa- 
crifice,  and  the  tribe  in  which  mod 
women  had  been  thus  burnt,  was  held 
in  the  greatelt  refpeft.  An  Arabian 
of  the  fame  tribe  as  Setoc  being  dead, 
his  widow,  named  Almona,  who  was 
very  devout,  made  known  the  day  and 
hour  in  which  (he  would  throw  herfelf 
into  the  pile,  amidft  the  found  of  drums 
and  trumpets.  Zadig  remonftrated 
to  his  malter,  how  contrary  this  hor- 
rible cuftom  was  to  the  welfare  of  the 
human  race,  that  young  widows  (hould 

be 
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he  every  day  permitted  to  burn  them- 
felves,  who    were   capable  of  giving 
children  to  the  (late,  or  of  educating 
thofe  they  h.id  already;  and  he  obliged 
him  to  acknowledge,  that  fo  barbaroiu 
a  cultom  ought,  if  poflible,  to  be  to- 
tally   abolifhed.     '  It    is    now,'    faid 
Setoc,  '  more  than  a  thoufand  years 
fince  widows  were   in    porTeflion    of 
the  right  of  burning  themfelves;  and 
who  can  change  a  law  confecrated 
by  time  ?    Is   there  any  thing  more 
refpeftable    than    even    an    ancient 
error?' — '  But  reafon   is    dill   more 
ancient  and  refptftable,'  replied  Za- 
dig.    '  Do  you,  Sir,  communicate  thefe 
fentimepts  to  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes, 
and  I  will  attend  on  the  widow.' 
Accordingly,    he  waited  upon   her; 
and  having  infmuated  himfelf  into  her 
favour,  by  compliments  to  her  beauty, 
he   urged    wh.it  a   pity   it   was,    that 
charms  like  her's  mould  be  confumed 
by  fire,  only  to  mingle  afhes  with  a 
dead   hufband  ;  and  was  lavifli  in  his 
praife?  of  her  conftancy  and  hcroick  for- 
titude.    '  You  muft  furely  have  loved 
«  your  hufbnnd  extremely  ?'    faid  he. 

*  No,'  replied  the  lady,  '  I  loved  him 

*  not  at  all.     He  was  a  brute;  he  was 
«  jealous ;  and  fo  great  a  tyrant,  that 

*  he  was  quite  inlupportable  ;    but   I 

*  have,    notwithilanding,    firmly    re- 
'  folved   to  throw  myfelf  on  his  fune- 

*  ral  |)ile.'— «  There  is   then,  furely,' 
faid  Zadig,  '  a  very  delicious  pleafure 
'  in  being  burnt  alive.'—4  Alas!'  faid 
the  lady,  '  the  thought  makes  nature 
'  mudder;  but  that   is  not  to  be  con- 

*  fidered.     I   am  a  profefled  devotee, 

*  and  mould  I  (hew  the  leaft  reluctance, 
'  my  reputation  would  be  for  ever  loft. 

*  In  moit,  the  whole  world  would  de- 

*  fpife  me,  if  I  did  not  burn  myfelf.* 
Zadie  having  made   her  confels  that 
me  burnt  herlelf  merely  to  pleale  others, 
and  fatisly  her  vanity,  converfed  with 
her  a  long  time,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
not  only   to  make  her  a  little  in  love 
with  life,  but  even  proceeded  fo  far  as 
to  infpire  her  with  lome  degree  of  par- 
tiality for  the  fpeakei .     '  What  would 

you  do,'  faid  he,  '  if  the  vanity  of 
burning  yourfelf  mould  not  pre- 
vail ?' — •  Alas  !'  replied  (he,  4  1  be- 
lieve I  mould  \vi(h  you  to  be  my 
hufhand.' 

Zadig  was  too  much  filled  with  the 
idea  ot  Attarte,  not  to  elude  this  warm 
declaration.  He  took  bis  leave,  and 


wrnt  inftantly  to  the  chiefs,  whom  ht 
told  what  had  patted,  and  adviftd  them 
to  make  a  law,  that  no  widow  fhould 
be  permitted  to  burn  herfclf,  till  (he 
had  converted  with  a  young  man  one 
hour  in  private.  The  law  was  accord- 
ingly pafled,  and  fince  that  time  no  lady 
has  burnt  herfelf  in  Aiabia.  To  Zadig 
they  were  indebted  for  dcftroying,  ip 
one  day,  a  cruel  curtom  that  had  hftcd 
fo  many  ages  j  and  he  was  therefore 
very  juttly  regarded,  by  all  the  hdiejr 
in  Arabia,  as  their  principal  benefac- 
tor. 


CHAP.    XI. 

THE    SUPPER. 

'OETOC,  who  could  not  long  repa- 
id r:>te  himfelf  from  Zadig,  in  whom 
he  difcovered    fo  much  wildoni,  took 
him  to  the  fair  of  Balzora,  whither  the 
richelt  merchants  in  the  eaith  ufually 
repaired.     Zadig  was  delighted  to  fee 
fo  many  men  of  different  countries  af- 
fcmbled   in  the  fame  place.     It  feemed 
to  rum  as  if  the  univerfe  was  one  large 
family  met  together  at  Balzora.     On 
the  fecond  day  after  his  arrival,  he  fat 
at  table  with  an  Egyptian,  an  Indian, 
an    inhabitant  of  Cathay,  a  Greek,  a 
Celtick,  and   feveral  other  foreigners, 
who,   in  their  frequent  voyages  to  the 
Arabian  Gulph,   h.ul  learned  fufficient 
Arabic  to  make  themfelves  underftood. 
The  Egyptian  appeared  greatly  exaf- 
perateil  :    '  What  an  abominable  place 
is  Balzora!'  laid  he;    «  they  here  re- 
fufe  rne  a  thoufaiul  ounces  of  gold 
on  the  belt  fecurity  in  the  world  !'— 
How  is  that  ?'  laid  Setoc;  «  on  what 
iecurity   have  they   retulcd  you  this 
dim  ?' — '  On  ihc  body  of  my  aunt,' 
epUed  the  Egyptian.     '  She  was  one 
of  the  finclt  women  in  all  Egypt;  fhe 
conftantly    accumpanicd    me   in  my 
journies,  hut  unhappily  died  on  the 
road;  I    made  Ivr  one  of  the  choicest 
mummies  we  have  amonglt  us,  and 
might,    in  my  own   country,     have 
whatever  I  plralcd,   by  giving  her  as 
a   pledge.     It    is    exceeding    (trange 
that  they  will   not  here   lend    me  a 
thouland   ounces  of  gold  on  fo  folid 
a  fecurity.'     He   was  now  going  to 
vent  his  rage  on  an  excellent   boiled 
fowl;    when    the    Indian,  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  cried,  in  a  forrowtul  man- 
D  ner, 
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jier,  '  Ah  !  what-  are  you  going  to 
«  do?'— *  To  eat  a  wing  of  this  fowl,' 
faid  the  Egyptian,  '  as  part  of  my 

*  fupper !' — '  Confider  what   you  are 
'  doing,'  faid  the  Indian  :  '  it  is  pof- 

*  fifale  that  the   foul   of  the  deceafed 
'  may  have  pafled  into  the  body  of  that 

*  fowl;  and  you  would  not  furely  ex- 
'  pofe  yourfelf  to  the  danger  of  eating 
'  your  aunt.     The  di effing  of  fowls 
«  is  a  manifeft  outrage  on  nature.' — 
«  What  do  you  mean,  by  your  nature 
<  and  your  fowls?1  replied  the  choleric 
Egyptian;   *  we  worihip  oxen,  and  yet 
«  eat     heartily     of  beef.'—'  Wonhip 

*  oxen!    is  it  poflible?'  cried  the    In- 
dian.    '  There  is  nothing  fo  poflible,' 
returned   the  other;  '  it  is  an  hundred 
'  and  thirty- five  thoufand  years  fince 
«  we  firlt  did  fo,  and  nobotly  amongft 
'  us  has  ever  yet  found  fault  with  it.' 
.— «  A    hundred  and  thirty-five  thou- 
«  fand   years!'  faid   the  Indian;  '  this 
'  account   muft   certainly  be  exagge- 

*  rated:     it  is  but  fourfcore  thouiand 

*  fince  India  was  fi'rft  inhabited,  and 
'  we  are  certainly  more  ancient  than 
'  you.     Brama  prohibited    our  eating 

*  cows  before  you  put  them  on  your 
«  altars  or  your  fpits.'-— '  Your  Brama 
«  is  a  plesfant  fort  of  an  animal,  to 
'  be  compared  to  our  Apis,'  £aid  the 
Egyptian.     '  What  mighty  matter  has 

*  your  Brama  ever  done?'—-'  Why,'  re- 
plied the  Brainin,  '  it  is  he  who  firft 

*  taught  mankind  to  read  and  write, 
'  and   to  him  the  whole  earth   is  in- 
«  debted  for  the  noble  game  of  chefs.' 
•— '  You  deceive  yourfelf,  Sir,'  faid  a 
Chaldean  who  flood  near  him;    '  we 
«  owe  thefe  great  benefits  to   the  fifli 
«  Oannes;  and  it  is  juft  that  we  fhould 
'  pay  our  homage  only  to  him.     All 
«  the  world  will  tell  you  that  he  is  a 

*  divine  being,  that  he  had  a  golden 
«  tail,  with  the  head  of  a  moft  beau- 

*  tiful  man,  and  that  three  hours  every 
«  day  he  left  the  water  to  preach  upon 

*  land.     Eveiy   body    knows  that  he 
«  had    many   children,    who  were   all 
«  powerful  kings.     I   have  his  picture 
« .at  home,  to  which,  as  in  duty  bound, 

*  I  pray  every  evening  before  I  retire 
«  to  reft,    and  every  morning  when  I 
«  arife.     NO  doubt,  people  may  eat  as 
«  much  beef  as  they  pleafe ;  but  it  is 
«  furejy  a  very  great  impiety  to  have 


*  fifli  ferved  np  at  table.     Befides,  you 
'  are  both    of   an  origin  too  ignoble, 
'  and  too  recent,  to  difpute  with   me 
'  about  any  thing:  the  rtation  of  the 
'  Egyptians  reckon  only  one  hundred 
'  and  thirty- five  thoufand  years,  and 

*  the    Indians  boait  but   of  fourfcore 
'  thoufand,  while  we  have  almanacks 
'  of  tour  thoufand  centuries.     Believe 
'  what  I  tfll   you,  renounce  your  foU 
'   lies,  and   I   will  give  to  each  of  you 

.*  a  beautiful  piftine  of  our  Oannes.' 

The    Chiiufe,    or   man    of  Cathay, 
joining  in  thedil'courfe,  Hud,  '  I  greatly 

*  refpecl  tlie  Egyptians,  the  Chaldeans, 
'  the    Greeks,  .  (he   Celticks,    Brama, 
'   Apis,    and    the    beautiful    Oannes; 
'  but  it  is  poflible  tha:  Li,  or  Tien*, 
'   a*  iie  is  commonly  called,  is  fuprrior 
'  to  all  the  bulls  and  fi(hes  in  the  uni- 
'  verfe.     I    will    fay  nothing   of   my 
'  country;  though  it  is  as  large  as  the 
'   land    of  Egypt,    Chalciea,    and    the 
'  Indies  together.     I   (hall  not  difpute 
'  about   antiquity,  becaufe    it  is   fuffi- 
'   cient  we   are   happy;  but    if  it  were 
'  neceflary  to  fpeak  of  almanacks,    I 
'  fliould    fay,    that    all    Alia    prefers 
'-  ours,  and   that   we  had  very  correct 
«  ones  before  arithmetick  was  known 
'  in  Chaldea.' 

'  Ignorant  mortals!'  cried  theGreek, 

*  have  ye  not  yet  been  informed,  that 
'  Chaos   is  the  father  of  all,  and  that 

*  form   and  matter  have  put  the  world 
«  in  it's  prefent  ftate?'    He  Jpoke  thus 
for   a  long  time;    but    was  at  length 
interrupted  by  the  Celtick,  who  having 
drank   pretty   freely  during  the  whole 
time   of  this  debate,  imagined  himfelf 
more  learned   than  all  the  others;  and 
cried  out,  with  a  great  oath,  that  there 
were  none  but  Teutath,  and  the  mif- 
letoe  of  the  oak,  that  were  worth  the 
trouble  they   were  giving  themfelves; 
that  for  his  part,  he  had  always  mifle- 
toe  in    his  pocket;  that  the  Scythians, 
his  anceftors,   were  the    only  men  of 
worth    that   had  ever  appeared  in  the 
world;  and  although  they  had,   it  was 
true,    fometimes  eat  their  countrymen, 
yet  that  was  no  reafon  why  they  ought 
not  to  have  a  great  refpeft  for  his  na- 
tion; in  (hort,  he  declared,  that  if  any 
one  fpoke  evil   of  Teutath,  he  would 
foon  teach  him  how  to  behave  himfelf. 
The  quarrel  then  grew  warm,  and  Setcc 


*  Th«  Chincfe  term  L't,  fignifies  natural  light,  or  reafgnj  and  Tien,  fignifies  the 
or  the  Sufreme  Being, 

began 
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to   f.  nr  the  table  would  be  pre- 
li.i.iic.l     with     blood.      Zadig, 
'..id  kept  filcncc  during  the  whole 
Lift    aide.     He  fiift  ad- 
drtflcd  linnli  It  t0  the-  Ccltick,  an  being 
tin-  molt  KIIIOIIS,  and  telling  him   lie 
^  fide,  begged  to  Itave 
fomeof  his  milletue;  he  expatiated  on 
the    eloquence    of   the    Grecian;    and 
foftenni  in  the  mod  artful  manner  all 
the  contending  paj-ties.     He  faid,  in- 
deed, but  little  to  the  man  of  Cathay, 
becaufe  he  had  been  by  far  the    moft 
reilon.ible.     At   length    he    addrefled 
them,  in  general  terms,  to  this  effect. 
'*  My  deai  friends,  you  have  been  all 
'  this   while  conteliing  about  an  im- 

*  portant  topick,    in  which   it  is  evi- 
'  dent  you  are  all  unanimoufly  agreed!' 
At  tins  word,  they   all  cried  out  toge- 
ther.    '  Is  it  not  true,'  laid  he  to  the 
Ccltick,    '  that  you  do  not  adore  this 
'  nnflttoe,    but    him    that    made    the 
«   millctoe  and  the  oak?' — '  Certainly,' 
replied  the  Celtick.     «  And  you,  the 

*  Egyptian,  probably  revere,  in  a  cer- 
'  tain  ox,  him  who  has  given  us  all 
«  horned    cattle  ?' — '    Yes,'    faid    the 

;.ui.  «  The  fi(h  Cannes,'  con- 
tinued he,  '  ought  to  yield  to  him  who 
'  made  both  the  fea  and  the  fifties.' — 

*  Agreed,'  faid  the  Chaldean.     '  The 
'  Indian  and  Cnthaian,'  added  he,  '  ac- 
1  knowledge,  like  all  the  reft,   a  firit 

*  principle.     I    have    not,    it  is  true, 
«  perfectly    under ftood    the    admirable 
1  things  which  have  been  delivered  by 
'  the  Greek;  but  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
'  he   alfo   will  acknowledge  a  Superior 

*  Being,    on    whom  form  and  matter 

*  entirely  depend.'    The  Greek,  whofe 
wifdom  they    all    admired,    confefied 
that  Zadig  had  exactly  penetrated   his 
thoughts.     *  You  are  then  all  of  one 

*  mind,'    replied  Zadig ;   '  and    there 
'  is  no  room  for  difpute.'     They  then 
all    embraced    him;    and  Setoc,    after 
having  fold  his  commodities  at  a  very 
high  price,  returned  home  with  Zadig. 
On    their   arrival    at  Oreb,    they  pre- 
il-ntly    found   that   a  profecution  had 
been  carried  on  againll  Zadig  in    his 
abfence,  and  that  he  was   condemned 
to  be  burnt  before  a  flow  fire. 

CHAP.     XII. 

THE    RENDEZVOUS. 

WHILE    Zadig    attended     his 
friend  Setoc  to   Balzora,    the 
piieits  of  the  ftars  determined  to  pu- 


nifh  him.  As  all  the  coftly  jewels, 
and  other  valuable  ornaments,  of  every 
young  widow  whom  they  fent  to  the 
funeral  pile,  became  their  property,  it 
i*  not  greatly  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
they  mould  be  inclined  to  burn  fo 
gre.it  an  enemy  to  their  interefts.  They 
accordingly  accufed  him  of  having  er- 
roneous fentiments  with  refpecl  to  the 
heavenly  holt:  they  mads  oath  he  had 
been  heard  to  fay  the  ftars  did  not  fet 
in  the  fea.  This  frightful  blafphemy 
made  the  judges  tremble;  they  were 
ready  to  tear  their  veftments  when  they 
heard  thcfe  impious  words;  and  would 
doubtlefs  have  done  it,  if  Zadig  had 
had  fufficient  to  pay  them  for  new- 
ones;  but,  in  the  excefs  of  their  grief, 
they  were  willing  to  content  them- 
felves  with  condemning  him  to  be 
roafted  alive  before  a  flow  fire.  Setoc, 
reduced  to  defpair,  employed  all  his 
intereft  to  fave  his  friend;  he  was, 
however,  foon  obliged  to  be  filent. 
The  young  widow  Almona,  who  had 
conceived  a 'great  fondnefs  for  life,  for 
which  (he  was  indebted  to  Zadig,  re- 
folved,  if  poflible,  to  draw  him  from 
the  funeral  pile,  which  he  had  con- 
vinced her  was  greatly  abufed.  She 
revolved  her  deiign  in  fecret,  without 
fpeaking  to  any  one.  Zadig  was  to  be 
executed  the  next  day,  and  fhe  had  only 
the  night  in  which  (he  could  fave  himx 
let  us  now  behold  the  method  jiurl'ueii 
by  this  difcrett  and  benevolent  widow. 

She  made  ufe  of  the  molt  coftly  per- 
fumes, and  heightened  the  power  of  hef 
charms  by  the  richeft  and  gayeft  ap- 
parel; (lie  then  went  to  demand  a  fe- 
cret audience  of  the  chief  pi  ieft  of  tha 
ftars.     On    being    admitted   into    hit 
auguft  and  venerable  prefence,   (he  ad- 
drefTed    herlelf  to  him  in  thefe  terms: 
Eldeft  fon  of  the  Great  Bear,   bro- 
ther to  the  Bull,  cotifin  to  the  Great 
Dog,'    [thele   were  the  titles  of  tho 
>ontiff,]  '  I  come  to  acquaint  you  with 
my    fcruplts,.      My  tonlcience    tcils 
me  I  have  committed   an  enormous 
crime,  in  not  burning  my  Felt  on  the 
funeral    pile    of    my    dear   huftjand. 
What,  in  fa  ft,  hud  I  worth  fparing? 
perimahle  fl  •(])  only,  already  wrink- 
led  and  dried  u^.'     She  then  drevr 
off,    with    a  negligent  hut  artful  air, 
her  long  filk  gloves,  and  Jifphycd  hei 
naked  at  ms,  which  were  of  an  admira  . 
ble  form, and  rival k-d  the  (how  in  white* 
ncis.     '  You  fee,'  faid  (he,  «  that  thefe 
«  arc  little  worth.'     The  pontiff  found 
I>  *  that 
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that  his  heart  told  him  they  were  worth 
a  great  deal;  his  eyes  faid  fo,  and  his 
mouth  confirmed  it,  by  the  moft  folemn 
proteftations  that  he  had  never  before 
feen  fuch  lovely  arms.  '  Alas!'  faid 
the  widow,  «  my  arms  may  not  be  quite 

*  fo  bad  as  the  reftj  but  you  will  con- 

*  fefs  that  my  neck  was  not  worthy  of 

*  the  lead  regard.'     She   then   difco. 
vered  the  moft  charming  bofom   that 
nature  had  ever  formed.     A  role-bud 
on  an  apple  of  ivory,  when  compared 
to  her  breaft,  would  have  appeared  like 
madder  on  the  wood  of  the  box-tree, 
and  the  whitenefs  of  new-warned  lambs 
would  have  feemed  but  a  du(ky  yellow. 
Her  delicate  neck,  her  full  black  eyes, 
which  languimed  with  the  foft  lulire 
of  a    tender   fire;    her  cheeks,    which 
were   animated    with   the  moft  lovely 
purple,  blended  with  the  whitenefs  of 
the  pureft  milk;  her  nofe,  which  fome- 
what  refembled  the  tower  on  Mount 
Lebanon;   her  lips,    that  were  as  two 
borders    of  coral   enclofing    the   moft 
beautiful    pearls    in  the  Arabian  fea; 
in   (hort,   the  pleafing  combination   of 
charms  which    appeared    before    him, 
made  the  old  prielt  fancy  himfelf  not 
more  than  twenty;  and,  with  a  trem- 
bling voice,  he  began  to  utter  a  tender 
declaration  of  his  paflion.     Almona, 
feeing  him  enllamed,  begged  he  would 
pardon  Zadig.  '  Alas,  lovely  fair-one!" 
faid  he,  «  though  I  (hould  grant  you 

•  his   pardon,    my    indulgence   would 
'  be  of  little  avail.    It  is  necefiary  that 

*  it  (hould  be  figned  by  three  others, 
'  my  brethren.' — '  Sign  it  firft,  how- 

*  ever,'  replied  Almona.     '  I  will  do 
'  it  freely,'  faid  the  prieft;   '  on  con- 

*  dition  that  your  favours  be  the  price 

•  of  my   readinefs    to   ferve    you.' — 

•  You    load    me    with    honour,'    faid 
Almona;  '  but  if  you  will  be  pleafed 
'  to  come  to  my  chamber  after  fun- 
•"  fet,   and    as  foon  as  the  bright  ftar 
'  Sheat  twinkles  in  the  horizon,    you 
•.wjll  find  me  on  a rofe- coloured  fopha 

*  embroidered    with    filver,    and  may 

•  there   ufe    your    pleafure  with  your 
'  fervant.'     She    then    departed    with 
Zadig's    general    pardon,    which    the 
pontiff  had  figned,  and  left  him    full 
of  love,  though  not  without  diftruft  of 
his  abilities.     The  remainder  of  the 
day  he  fpent  in  bathing;  he  drank  en- 
livening draughts  of  a  liquor  compofed 
of  the  cinnamon  of  Ceylon,   and  the    ' 


precious  fpices  of  Tidor  and  Ternatei 
and  waited  with  great  impatience  the 
rifmg  of  the  brilliant  Sheat. 

The  lovely  Almona,  in  the  mean 
time,  went  to  the  fecond.  He  alfured 
her,  that  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  all 
the  fires  in  the  firmament,  were  but  as 
infignificant  meteors  in  comparifon  of 
her  charms.  She  demanded  the  fame 
favour  of  him,  and  he  propofed  to 
grant  it  at  the  fame  price.  Almona 
fuffered  herfelf  to  be  overcome,  and 
appointed  the  fecond  pontiff  to  meet 
her  at  the  rifing  of  the  ftar  Algenib. 
From  thence  flie  pafled  to  the  third, 
and  to  the  fourth  prieft;  ftill  obtain- 
ing a  fignature  from  each,  and  making 
the  affignations  from  ftar  to  ftar. 

She  then  fent  for  the  judges  to  come 
to  her  houfe  on  an  affair  of  the  greatelt 
importance.  They  waited  on  her  ac- 
cordingly, and  me  laid  before  them  the 
pardon  of  Zadig,  figned  with  the  names 
of  the  four  priefts,  informing  them  of 
the  conditions  upon  which  it  had  been 
obtained.  The  priefts,  in  the  mean 
time,  punctually  kept  their  appoint- 
ment, and  each  was  greatly  furprized 
at  finding  his  brethren;  but  ftill  more, 
at  feeing  there  the  judges,  before  whom 
his  (hame  was  manifeft.  By  this  ftra- 
tagem,  Zadig  was  faved;  and  Setoc 
was  fo  charmed  at  the  dexterity  of  Al- 
mona, that  he  (hortly  after  made  her 
his  wife. 

Zadig  now  departed,  having  thrown 
himfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  fair  de- 
liverer: and  Setoc  and  he  feparated 
from  each  other  with  tears,  vowing  a 
mutual  and  eternal  fiiendfliip,  and 
promifing  that  the  firfl  of  the  two  who 
mould  raife  a  fplendid  fortune,  mould 
fliare  it  with  the  other. 

Zadig  travelled  by  the  fide  of  Af- 
fyria,  conftantly  thinking  on  the  un- 
happy Aftarte,  and  reflecting  on  the 
fate  which  feemed  obftinately  bent 
on  fporting  with  him,  and  making 
him  the  fubject  of  new  perlecutions. 

*  What,'    faid    he,     <  four    hundred 
'  ounces  of  gold  for  not  having  feen  a 
'  dogj  condemned  to  lofe  my  life  for 

*  four  lines  of  bad  poetry  in  praile  of  ' 

*  the  king;   ready  to   be  ftrangled  be- 
'  caufe  the  queen  looked  kindly  upon 
'  me;    reduced  to  flavery  for  having 
'  relieved   a    woman   who  was     beatj 
'  and    on    the   point    of    being    con- 

1  fumed    to   aflies,    for   having   faved 

1  the 


1  the  lives 
•  Arabia!' 


of  all  the  young  widows  in 


CHAP.     XIII. 

THE    ROBBER. 

WHEN  Zadig  arrived  on  the 
frontiers  which  feparate  Ara- 
bia Petrea  from  AfTyria,  as  he  patted 
nrar  a  pretty  ftrong  caftle,  a  party 
of  armed  Arabians  fallied  out;  and 
immediately  furrounding  him,  cried, 

•  Whatever  property  you  have  belongs 

•  to  us,  and  your  pecfons  are    at   the 
'  ditpofal  of  our   mailer.'     Zadig  an- 
fwered  by  drawing  his  fword;  and  his 
k-rvant,    who    was    a    man    of  great 
courage,    did    the    fame.     They  pre- 
fcntly    overthrew    thole  who  had  firft 
attacked  them;  and  though   the  num- 
bers of  their  opponents  redoubled,  they 
iVenied  not  at  all    difmayed,    but   re- 
folved   to    dre    fighting.     Two    men 
fought  againft  a  multitude;  and   fuch 
a  combat  could  not  be  of  long  continu- 
ance.    The  mailer  of  the  caltle,  whofe 
name   was    Arbogad,    having   beheld 
from  a  window  the  intrepid  behaviour 
of  Zadig,  felt  his  mind  filled  with  ef- 
teem:  he  defcended  in  hafte,  and  came 
himielf  to  call  off  his  men,  and  to  de- 
liver the  two  travellers.     '  Whatever 

pafles  over  my  territories,'    faid  he, 
becomes  my  property,  as  well  as  what 
I  find  in  the  pofleiTions    of  others; 
but  your  bravery,  Sir,  mall  exempt 
you  from  this  confequence.'    He  then 
made   him    enter    into  his  caftlej  or- 
dered his  tlomefticks  to  treat'  bin:  with 
the  greatelt  refpeft;  and  in  the  even- 
ing they  fupped  together. 

Although  Arbogad  was  an  Arabian 
robber;  yet,  amidlt  a  multitude  of  bad 
aftions,  he  fometimes  performed  fuch 
as  were  worthy  of  the  higheft  praife. 
He  plundered  mankind,  it  is  true, 
with  a  furious  rapacity,  but  he  aifo 
behaved  with  great  liberality.  He  was 
intrepid  in  aclion;  eafy  in  his  deal- 
ings; a  debauchee  at  his  table,  but 
gay  even  in  his  debauchery;  and  had, 
above  all,  a  free  and  open  franknrfg. 
He  was  much  pleafed  with  Zadig,  the 
gaiety  of  whofe  converfation  prolonged 
their  repaft.  At  length  Arbogad  laid 
to  him — '  I  advife  you  to  enrol  your- 
4  ielf  under  ruej  it  is  impollibk  for 
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'  you  to  do  better;  ray  occupation  it 

*  not  a  bad  one,  and  you  may  one  day 
'  become  what  I  am  at  prefent.' — '  I 
'  could    wifh   to   know,*   replied  Za- 
dig,   '  how    long    you  have  exercifed 
'  this  noble  profeflion?'— '  From   my 
'  molt    tender    youth,'    returned    this 
great  man  i  '  I  was  at  firft  only  fer- 
'  vant   to  an  Arabian;  who,    indeed, 
'  treated  me  kindly  enough,   but  any 
'  ftate  of  fervitude  was  to  me  infup- 
'  portable;    I   was  unhappy  in  confi« 

*  (It-ring   that    fate    had  given  me  no 
f  portion  in  a  world  to  which  all  man- 
'  kind    have   an  equal  claim.     I  itn- 
'  parted  my  uneafmefs  to  an   old  fage 
'  Arabian,    and  he  thus  endeavoured 
'  to  comfort  me:  "  My  fon,"  faid  he, 
"  do  not  defpair;  there  was  formerly 
"  a  grain  of  fand  which  lamented  it's 
"  being  an  atom  unknown  in  the  de» 
"  farts;  but  at  the  end  of  fome  years 
"  it  became  a  diamond,  and  is  at  pre- 
44  lent  the  richeft  and  moft  admired  or- 
"  nament  of  the  Indian  crown.''  This 
'  difcourfe  made  a  very  ftrong  impref- 
'  fion    upon  me:    I  confidered  myfelf 
1  as  the  grain  of  fand,  and  determined, 
'  if  pofllble,  to  become  the  diamond. 
'  Accordingly,    I    began    by  Healing 

*  two  horfes;  aflbciated  to  myfelf  coro- 
4  pan  ions;  and  put  myfelf  in  a  con- 
'  dition    to    rob  final  1  caravans;    and 

*  thus,  by  degrees,  I  foon  leflened  the 

*  difproportion   there  at  firft  appeared 
'  between  me  and  other  people.     I  not 
'  only  enjoyed   my  (hare  of  the  good 
'  things  of  this  life,  but  was  even/e. 
'  compenfed  with  ufury  for  my  former 
'  fufferings.     I    now  grew  much  re- 
«  fpefted,  and  became  the  captain  of 

*  a  band  of  robbers.     This  caftle  was 
'  gained    by   violence:    the  fatrape  of 
'  Aflyria,    however,  refolved   to  dif- 
'  poffefs  me;   but   I  was  too  rich  to 
'  have  any  thing  to  fear  j  for  by  giving 
4  him  money,  I  not  only  preferved  this 
1  cartle,  but  increafed  my  poflllfions. 

*  He  even   made  me  treafurer  of  the 
'  tributes  which  Arabia  Petrea  pays  to 
'  the  king  of  kings;  and  I  punctually 
'  execute  my   office   of  collector,   but 
'  mall  not  very  fpeedi'y  discharge  that 
'  of  paymafter. 

'  The  great  defterham  of  Baby- 
'  Ion  fent  hither,  in  the  name  of 
'  King  Moabdar,  an  infignificant  ft- 
'  trape,  with  a  com  million  to  ftrangle 
'  roe.  This  pcifon  arrived  with  ins 

*  royal 


2    A    D    I    G. 


«  royal   matter's  warrant.     I  was  ap- 

•  prized  of  the  whole  affair,  and  order- 

•  ed   his  entire  retinue,    confining    of 

•  four  inferior  officers,  to  be  ttrangled 

•  before  his  face,  after  the  fame  man- 

•  ner  as  was  intended  for  me.     I  then 

•  defired  to  know  what  he  was  to  have 

•  obtained  by  my  dentil.     He  replied, 

•  that  his  fees  would  have  amounted  to 

•  about  three  hundred  pieces   of  gold. 

•  I   laid  before  him   the  advantage  he 

•  would    gain    by    flaying   with   me; 

•  conitituted    him  an  inferior  robber; 
'  and  he  is   now  one  of  the  beft  and 

•  richeit    pfficers.     Believe   me,    your 

•  fuccefs    wii)    be     as    great    as    his. 

•  There   never  was  a  better  feafon  for 
«  robbery  than   at  prefent,  for  Moab- 
«  dar  is  lately  killed,  and  all   Babylon 

•  is    in    the    great  eft ;  confufion.'— — — 
«  Moabdar   killed!'  exclaimed  Zadig; 

•  then  what  is  become  of  Queen  Ai- 

•  tarte?* — '  I    cannot      inform     you,' 
replied    Arbogad:   '   all  I   can    tell   is, 
'  that    Moabdar  loft    his    fenfes,    and 

•  was    murdered;  that    the    people    of 
4  Babylon  are  deftroying  one  another; 

•  and  that  the    whole   empire   is   laid 
'  wafte.  There  are  Ibme  fine  ftrokes  yet 

•  to  be  taken;  and,  for  my  part,  I  have 

•  been    already    pretty    fuccelsful/ — 
«  But  the    queen,    Sir!'    faid    Zadig; 
'  are     you      unacquainted    with     the 

•  fate  of  the  queen?'— '  I  have  heard 
'  fomething  of  a  prince  of  Hircania,* 
replied  he;  '  if  flie  was  not  ilain  in  the 

•  tumult,  me  is  probably  one  of  his 

•  concubines;  but  I  am  more  anxious 
'  for  booty   than  for  news.     I    have 

•  taken  many  ladies  in  my  excurfions, 
'  but  I  never  keep  them;  when  they 
'  are    beautiful,    I   fell   them  for  the 
'  beft    price   I  can,  without   minding 

•  who  they  are;  nothing  is  given  on 
'  account  of  rank;  .and  a  queen   who 
'  is  ugly,  will  never  find  any  one  in- 

•  clined  to  buy  her.     Perhaps   I  may 
«  have  fold  the  queen,  or  perhaps   me 

•  may  be  dead;  but  that  is  of  little  im- 

•  portance  to   me,  and  I   fuppoie  you 
'  have  no  more  reafon  to  trouble  your- 

•  felf  about   it  than  I  have.'     After 
this  he  drank  fo  plentifully,  that  all  his 
ideas  were  too  much  confuled  for  Za- 
<Jig  10  gain   any  farther  information  : 
he  was  liruck  dumb,  confounded,  and 
remained  motionlefs  as  a  ftatue.     Ar- 
bogad continued  drinking,  told  a  num- 
ber  of  merry  -ftories,    inceflantly   re- 
peated that  he  was  the  happieft  man 


alive,    and    invited    Zadig  to    becomo 
as   chearfu!  as   himfelf.     At    length, 
being   overcome   by  the  fumes  of  his 
liquor,   he  funk  into  a  profound  fleep; 
while   Zadig  paffed  the    night  in    the 
moft  violent  agitations.     c  What,'  faid 
he,  '  the  king  then  has  loft  his  fenfes! 
he  is  (lain!  I  cannot  but  lament   his 
fate.     The  empire  is  torn    to  pieces, 
and  yet  this  robber  is  happy.    O  for- 
tune! O  deftiny!  A  man  who  lives 
by   rapine   is  happy,    and    the   moft 
amiable    creature    that   .nature   ever 
framed,    has  perhaps  either  fuffered 
an   ignominious  death,    or   lives   in 
a    Rate  worfe  even  than  death  itielf. 
O  Altai  te!  Aftarte!  what  is  become 
of  thee!' 

As  foon  as  day-light  appeared,  he 
enquired  about  Aftarte  of  every  one 
he  faw;  but  all  were  bufy,  and  nobody 
made  him  any  anfwer.  During  the 
night  frefh  plunder  had  been  brought 
in,  and  they  were  employed  in  dividing 
the  fpoil.  All  he  could  obtain  in  this 
tumultuous  confufion,  was  the  per- 
miflion  to  depart;  of  which  he  took 
advantage  without  delay,  and  left  the 
caftle  of  Arbogad  more  overwhelmed 
with  grief  and  deep  reflection  than  he 
had  ever  yet  been. 

Zadig  proceeded  on  his  way  greatly 
agitated  and  difturbed:  his  thoughts 
were  wholly  employed  on  the  unhappy 
Altartc;  on  the  King  of  Babylon;  on 
his  faithful  friend  Cador;  on  Arbo- 
gad, the  happy  robber;  on  the  capri- 
cious female,  whom  the  Babylonians 
had  fcized  on  the  confines  of  Egyptj 
and,  in  fhort,  on  all  the  di (appoint- 
ments, and  all  the  misfortunes,  he  had 
ever  experienced. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

THE    FISHERMAN. 

WHEN  .Zadig  had  travelled  fome 
few  leagues  from,  the  caftle  of 
Arbogad,  he  approached  the  banks  of  a 
fmall  river,  ftill  lamenting  his  un- 
happy fate,  and  confidering  himfelf  as 
the  moft  unfortunate  man  exifting. 
He  there  beheld  a  fifheiman  lying  by 
the  water-fide,  who  was  fcarce  able  to 
hold,  with  his  weak  and  trembling 
hand,  a  net  which  he  feemed  little  to 
regard;  and  raifing  up  his  eyes  towards 
heaven,  '  I  am  certainly  the  moft  rni- 
«  lerablc 
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«  fcrable  wretch  alivel'  fml  the  f.fhrr- 

nun;  '   I  have  been,  in  the  opinion  of 

v  one,   tlu-  mull  t.imous  ilcalcr  in 

nil  B  il>yl<  n,  ami  yet 

I  had  the  m<>il.  bcauti- 

•  i>il   wife  that  a   man   in  my  ftation 

*  could  wifli,  and  by  her  I  h.iv 

ly    foii'.iken.     There     (till    re- 

'  in  uned  my  poor  houfe;   but  tvcn  that 

«   I  have  Ittn    pillaged   ;;n>.i    .iclliuyid. 

,ve   (  ik'-n  duller  in  a  c.ih'mi! ;    I 

•  h.ive  no  other  refotirce  befides  tilhing, 

*  ;uid  yet  I   c.mi.ot  c.iKh  a  lin-lc  filh. 
«   O  my    net!    I  will    no  more  throw 
«   thee  into  the  water;   it   is   myiiU  I 

•  will    thiow    into   it."       On    uttering 
thefe  woids,    he  arole,  and    advanced 

nl,  in  the  pofiure  of  "a  man  go- 
ing to  throw  himlelf  into  tiie  (hcam, 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  his  life. 
«  What,'  (aid  Zadig  to  hn-ilelf,  «  is 
«  there  a  man  living  more  wretched 

*  than  If     His    eagcrnels  to   fave  the 
fifhernvin  was  as  fudden  as  this  reflec- 


«  plundered   it  with  great  loyalty  and 

.       I     till  n    11  -w     to    the    tj ., 
'  kitchen;  where   fomc  of  the  loal.  of 
'  the    mouth    told    me    (he  was  dead, 
'  others  that   (he  wa«  in  pniun,  and 
*  others  pretended  that   (he  was   fledj 
«  but   all    of  them    allured    me    tiiut 
'  my  chcefes  would  never  be  p.«ul   (or. 
'   I    then   went   with  my  wjfi:  to  Lord 
'   Ortan's,  for  he  w:<s  one  of  my  cuf- 
«  tomers,  and  we   begged   his   protec- 
4  lion    in    our    diftrefr.      He    readily 
'  granted   it  to  my  wife,  bu   jcfulVd  it 
«  to    me.     She    was  whiter.   Sir,  thin 
'  the    cream-cheelcs    that     began    1117 
'  misfortunes,  and  the  bloom    of  her 
'   lovely  cheeks   was   ten    tun*y  more 
'  beautiful     than     the    fincft    Tyriaw 
'  put  pie:   it  was  for  this  real'on  Orcaa 
'  detained    her,    and  refulcd  his  pro- 
'   teftion  to  me.     I  wiot.r  to   my  dear 
'  wife   a    letter    of  ddperation.     She 
'  faid  to  the  niefienger,    "  It  is  very 
uell;  I  have  fome  liitle  knowledge 


tion.     He   ran    to  him;  Hopped   him;     "  of  the  writer;  I  have  heard  (peak  of 
and  queltioned  him,  with  an  air  of  pity     '«  him:   they    (ay   he   makes   excellent 


and  compafllon.  We  feem  to  be  lels 
unhappy,  when  we  have  companions 
in  our  misfortunes:  according  to  Zo- 
roafter,  this  is  not  owing  to  a  malig- 
nant difpofition,  but  is  the  effect  of  a 
fatal  neceirit) ;  for  we  then  find  our- 
felves  attached  to  an  unfortunate  per- 
fon,  as  to  our  own  likentfs.  The 
tranfports  of  the  happy  would  be  in- 
fvilts;  but  two  men  in  diftrefs,  are 
like  two  weak  and  (lender  trees,  which 
leaning  together  mutually  iupport  and 
fortify  each  other  againft  the  ftorms 
that  blow  around  them.  '  Why,' 
'  faid  Zadig  to  the  fifherman,  '  do  you 

*  fink     under     your     misfortunes?'— 

*  Bccaufe  I  find   no  means  of  relief,' 
replied    he.     '  I    have   been  the  molt 

*  confiderable  perfon  in  the  whole  vil- 
'  lage  of  Derlback,  near  Babylon;  and 
«  I  made,  by  my  wife's  afliitance,  the 

*  heft  cream-cheefe   in  the   empire   of 
«  Perfia.     Qiieen   Altarte,  and  the  fa- 
'  mous  mimlter  Zidig,  admired  them 

*  extremely.     I     lent    to  their  hoiifes 
'  fix   hundred   cheefes,   and    one   day 
'  went  to  the  city  to  be   paid;  when  I 

*  was  informed,   on  my  arrival  in  Ba- 
4  bylon,  that  both  the  queen  and  Za- 
«  dig  had    difappeared.      I   ran   to  the 
'.  houfe  of  Lord  Zadig,  whom   I   had 
«  never   feen,    and     lound    there   the 
'  officers  of  the  grand  defterham,   who 

*  being  provided  with  a  royal  licence, 


cream-cheefe;  let  him  bring 
(bme,  and  he  (hall  be  paid." 
4  In  the  height  of  mj  misfortunes, 
I  determined  to  leek  redrefs  in  a 
ecu  it  of  equity:  I  had  but  fix  ounce* 
of  gold,  and  it  was  neceflary  for  me 
to  give  two  ounces  to  my  coui.fellor, 
two  to  the  folicitor  w|io  undertook 
my  affair,  and  the  other  two  to  the 
judge's  clerk.  When  all  this  was 
done,  my  bufinels  was  not  yet  be- 
gan, although  I  had  expended  more 
ihoney  than  my  cheefe  and  my  wife 
were  worth.  Notwuhltanding  tln§, 
I  returned  to  the  village,  with'an  in- 
tention to  fell  my  houd-,  in  order  to 
regain  my  wife. 

*  My    houle   was  well  worth   fixty 
ounces   of  gold;  but  as  my   neigh- 
bours law  me  poor,  and   obliged   to 
fell  it,  the  firlt  to  whom  I  aiidiefied 
myfelf,  ofFeied  me  thirty;  the  lecond 
;  twenty,  and  the  third  ten.     At  length, 
1  when  I  was  ready  to  come  to  an  agree- 
1  ment  with   one   of  them,  the  prince 
[  of  Hircania  came  to  Babylon;    and 
1  laying  walte  all  before  hi.n,  my  poor 
1  houfe,  among  the  left,  was  firft  plun- 
1  dered  of  every   thing  valuable,  and 
1  afterwards  reduced  to  afties. 

•  Having  thus.ioit  my  money,  my 
«  wife,  and  my  houle,  1  retired  to  the 
<  place  where  you  now  fee  me.  I  have 
'  endeavoured  to  procure  my  fublif- 

'  tence 
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«  tcnce  by  fifhing;  but  the  fifh,  as  well 

*  as  ail  mankind,  defect  me;  I  fcarce 

*  catch  one  in  a  day;  I  am  ready   to 
'  die  with  hunger;  and  had  it  not  been 
«  for  your  kind  interpofition,  I  fhould 

*  ere  now  have  peri fhed  in  the  river.' 
The  fifherman   did    not   make  this 

long  recital  all  at  once;  for  Zadig, 
moved  and  tranfported,  every  moment 
repeated,  '  What!  do  you  not  know 
«  what  is  become  of  the  queen ?'--. 
«  No,  my  lord,"  replied  the  fifherman; 

*  but  this  I  know,  to  my  grief,  that 

*  neither   the   queen    nor  Zadig   have 
«  paid  me  for  my  cream-cheefes;  that 

*  my  wife  is  taken  from  me;  sand  that 

*  I  am  driven  to  the  very  brink  of  de- 
«  fpair.' — '  I  flatter  myfelf,'  faid  Za- 
dig, '  that  you  will   not  lofe  all  your 
«  money.     I  have  heard  much  talk  of 
«  this  Zadig;  they  fay  he  is  an  honeft 

*  man,  and  if  he  return  to  Babylon, 
«  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will,  no  doubt 

*  but  he  will  give  you  even  more  than 
'  he  owes.     But  as  for  your  wife,  who 
<  does  not  appear  to  ire  over  honeft,  I 

*  advife  you    not   to   feek    after   her. 

*  Take  my  advice,  and  make  the  belt 
«  of  your  way  to  Babylon;   I  (hall   be 

*  there  before  you,  becanfe  I  (hall  ride, 

*  and  you  will  go  on  foot.     Addrefs 
«  yourfelf  to  the  illultrious  Cador,  tell 

*  him  you  have  feen  his  friend,    and 
«  wait  for  me  at  his  hoiife.     Go,  fol- 
'  low  my  directions,  and  perhaps  you 

*  may  not  always  be  unhappy. 

«  O  puifTant  Orofmades!'  conti- 
nued Zadig,  '  thou  makeft  ufe  of  me 
'  to  beftow  comfort  on  this  man, 
'  whom  thou  haft  ordained  to  give 
'  me  comfort.'  In  fpeaking  thus,  he 
gave  to  the  fi(herman  halt  the  money 
he  had  brought  from  Arabia;  and  the 
filherman,  tranfported  with  joy,  and 
filled  with  amazement,  kitted  the  feet 
of  the  friend  of  Cador,  and  cried  out, 
«  You  are  certainly  an  angel  fent  to 

*  fave  me.' 

Zadig,  however,  flill  continued  to 
make  frefh  enquiries}  not  without 
tears,  '  What,  my  lord,'  cried  the 
fifherman,  '  are  you  then  fo  unhappy, 

*  who  have  loaded  me  with  benefits?' 
»— '  I  am  an  hundred  times  more   un- 
happy   than    you,'    replied    Zadig. 
But  how  is  it  pomble/  faid  he,  '  that 
the  perfon  who  gives,    fliould    have 
more  caufe  for  complaint,    than   he 
who  receives?' — «  It  is  becaufe  your 
greatest   misfortunes,'  returned  Za. 
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dig,  '  arofe  from  your   rieceffity,  and 
*  mine  from  the  heart.'—'  Has  Orcan, 
'  then,    taken    your    wife?'    faid    the 
fifherman.     This  laft  interrogation  re- 
called to  Zadig  the  remembrance  of  all 
his  adventures:  he  repeated   the  train 
of    his    misfortunes,    beginning    with 
the  queen's  dog,  and  ending  with   his 
arrival  at  the  caftle  of  the  robber  Ar- 
hogad.     '  Ah!1  faid  he  to  the  fifher- 
Bian,    '  Orcan  deferves  to  be  feverely 
punifhed;    but  it  is  commonly  fuch 
men  as   him  who  are  the  favourites 
of   fortune.     However,    go    to    my 
friend    Cador' s     immediately,     and 
there  wait  for  me.'     They  then  fe- 
parated;  the  fifherman  walked  thank- 
ing deftiny,  and  Zadig  rode  conftantly 
accufmg  the  decrees  of  fate. 

CHAP.     XV. 

THE    BASILISK. 

ZADIG  being  arrived  in  a  very 
beautiful  meadow,  perceived  fc- 
veral  young  Syrian  females  looking  in 
the  grafs  with  great  application.     He 
took   the  liberty  to  approach    one   of 
them,  and  afked  if  he  might  have  the 
honour  to  affift  them  in    their  fearch. 
'  Take  care  what  you  do,'  icplied  the 
fair  Affyrian ;  '  what  we   are  fearch- 
ing  for  can   only  be  touched  by  a 

female.' '  That     is      fomewhat 

ftrange,'  faid  Zadig;  '  may  I  beg  to 
be  informed  what  this  curiofity  is 
that  the  ladies  only  are  allowed  to 
touch?' — '  It  is  a  bafilifk,'  replied 
he.  '  A  bafilifk,  fair-one!  for  what 
reafon,  pray,  do  you  feek  for  a  ba- 
filifk?'— '  It  is,'  faid  fhe,  «  for  our 
lord  arid  matter  Ogul,  whole  caftle 
you  fee  on  the  bank  of  that  river  at 
the  end  of  the  meadow:  we  are  all 
his  molt  humble  flaves;  the  Lord 
Ogul  is  fick,  and  his  phyfician  has 
ordered  him  to  eat  a  bafilifk  (tewed 
in  rofe-water.  As  this  is  a  very 
fcarce  animal,  and  will  fuffer  nothing 
to  approach  it  but  one  of  our  fex, 
the  Lord  Ogul  has  promifed  tochufe 
for  his  well  beloved  wife  her  who 
firft  brings  him  a  bafilifk.  Do  not, 
therefore,  longer  detain  me  from  the 
fearch,  fmce  you  fee  what  I  ftiall 
lofe  if  I  am  circumvented  by  my 
companions.' 

Zadig  then  withdrew,  and  left  the 
Syrian 
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Syrian  ladies  in  feirch  of  their  imagi- 
,    in  ordrr  to  pin  lite   his  ili- 
;ney.     But  when   he   came 
to  the  hanks  of  a  rivulet  at  tin:  remoleft 
•\v,  he  perc-ived  ano- 
ther female  lying  on  the  grafs,  who  was 
iu>t  11-  "..a;  tor  any  thing. 

it  me  leaned  majeftick,  hut  her 
face  was  covered  with  a  veil.  She  was 
leaning  towards  the  brook,  and  pro- 
found fighs  iffucd  from  lifi  mouth. 
She  hfld  MI  her  hand  a  fw.ll  wand, 
with  which  fhf  trace.!  characKrs  on  a 
between  the  turf  and 
the  biook.  Zadig  had  the  curiofity  to 
dn\\  n  ii,  in  order  to  difcover  what 
this  lady  was  writing.  He  approach- 
ed her;  he  faw  the  letter  Z;  then  an 
was  altoiiiilied:  then  appeared 
aJ);  lie  ftarted.  Never  was  fin-prize 
equal  to  his,  when  he  faw  the  two  laft 
letters  of  Ins  name.  He  flood  for  fome 
time  immuveable:  at  lall  breaking  fi- 
lence  with  a  faltering  voice,  '  O,  ge- 
nerous lady!'  cried  he,  '  forgive  a 
.  n  unfortunate  man,  who 
prefumes  to  yflc,  by  what  aftoniming 
adventure,  he  finds  htre  the  name  of 
Zadig  traced  out  by  fo  lovely  a  hand?' 
At  this  voice,  and  at  thefe  woids,  the 
lady  arofe;  and  with  a  trembling  hand 
pulled  up  her  veil,  looked  at  Zadig, 
call  forth  a  cry  of  tendernefs,  furprize 
and  joy,  and  finking  under  the  various 
emotions  which  at  the  fame  inttant 
agitated  her  foul,  fell  feryfelefs  into  his 
arms.  It  was  Attarte  herfelfj  it  was 
the  Queen  of  Baby  Ion  j  it  was  me 
whom  Zadig  adored,  and  had  re- 
proached himftif  for  adoring;  it  was 
fhe  whom  he  had  fo  deeply  lamented, 
and  for  whofe  fate  he  had  been  under 
fuch  dreadful  apprehenfions!  He  was 
for  a  moment  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
his  fenfes;  while  his  eyes  were  fixed  on 
the  lovely  AHarte,  who  now  began  to 
revive,  and  gazed  on  him  with  looks  of 
the  fwcetelt  confufion  and  tendtrnefs. 
O  ye  immortal  powers,'  cried  he, 
who  prefide  over  the  delttny  of  feeble 
mortalsj  have  ys  indeed  reltored  A- 
ftarte  to  me!  How  Itrange  the  time, 
the  place,  tlie  Ihte  in  which  I  fee 
hri!'  He  tlien  Mirew  himfelf  on  his 
knees  before  her,  and  laid  his  forehead 
amidft  the  duft  of  her  feet;  but  the 
tjueen  raifed  him  «p,  and  made  him 
iit  near  her  on  the  bank  of  the  rivulet. 
She  often  wiped  away  the  tears  from 
her  eyts,  which  as  often  were  renew- 


ed by  her  grief;  and  more  than  twen- 
ty times  relumed  her  difcourfe,  which 
was  fo  frequently  interrupted  by  her 
fighs.  She  enquired  by  what  accident 
they  were  brought  together,  and  ffid- 
denly  prevented  his  anfwer  by  new 
queftiont.  She  put  a  (lop  to  the  reci- 
tal of  her  own  misfortunes,  and  would 
know  thole  of  Zadig.  In  moit,  both 
having  a  littK-  appeafed  the  tumult  of 
their  fouls,  Zadig  related  in  a  few 
words  the  motives  that  had  brought 
him  thither.  «  But  trll  me,  O  unhap- 
'  py  but  ever  worthy  queen!'  cried  he, 
'  by  what  means  it  is,  th  .t  I  find  you 
'  in  this  folitary  place,  cloathed  in, 
'  this  fervile  manner,  and  accomna- 
'  nitd  by  other  female  flaves,  who  are 
'  in  fearch  of  a  bafilifk;  which  I  find 
'  is,  by  the  order  of  a  pliyfician,  to  be 
'  ftewed  in  rofe-water,  as  a  ipecifick 
'  for  his  dying  patien;  ?' 

'  While  they  are  bufied  in  the  fru.'t- 
'  lefs  fearch,'  faid  the  lovely  Aftarte,  T 
'  will  acquaint  you  with  what  I  have 
'  fuffered  fince  lalt  I  faw  you;  for  which 
'  Heaven  has  indeed  fufficiently  rccom« 
'  penfed  me,  by  permitting  me  to  fee 
'  you  again. 

'  You  know  the  king  my  hufband 
'  was  difpleafcd  at  your  bt  ing  the  moft 

*  amiable  of  all  mankind,  and  that  for 
4  this   reaibn   he  one  night  took   the 
'  refolution  to  have  you  lii angled,  and 
'  to   poifon   me.     You    know,     like- 
f  wife,  how  Heaven  permitted  my  lit- 
'  tie  mute  to  inform  me  of  the  ordei; 
'  given  by  his  fubiime  majeity. 

'  Scarce    had    the    faithful    Cadoc 

*  obliged  you  to  comply  with  my  re- 
'  quelt,  and  depart,  than  he  ventured 

*  to  enter  my  apartment  at  midnight,' 

*  by  a  fee  ret  paffage,   and  conveyed  me 
'  to  the  temple  of  Orofmades;   where 
'  the  magi  his  brother  mut  me  up  in 
'  that  huge  ftatue,  whofe  bafe  reaches 
'  to  the  foundation  of  the  temple,  and 
1  whofe  head  riles   to  the  top  of  the 
'  dome.     There  I  lay  concealed,    or 
'  rather  buried,   for  fome   time;    but 
'  was  carefully  attended,  and  furnifh- 
'  ed  with  every  necefTiry,  by  that  ve- 

*  nerable  and  loyal  prielt.     In  the  mean. 
'  time,  the  king's  apothecary  entered 
'  my  chamber  by  break  of  day,   with 
'  a  potion  in  his  hand,  compofed  ot" 
'   henbane,  opium,  hemlock,  black  he- 
'  Jebore,  and  aconite;  and  another  of- 
'  ficer  went  to  yours,  with  a  fi!k  bow- 
'  Itring.      Our   fl'ght  hud,   however, 

£  '  happily 
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«  happily  frustrated  their  defigns.  Then 
«  Cador,  the  better  to  deceive  the  king, 
«  affe&ed  to  accufe  us  both,  and  in- 
«  formed  him  that  you  had  taken  the 
«  road  to  the  Indies,  and  that  I  was 
«  fled  to  Memphis:  on  which  the 
«  guards  were  immediately  difpatcbed 
«  after  both  of  us. 

'  The  couriers  who  went  in  fearch 
«  of  roe,  knew  nothing  of  my  features; 
'  for  by  the  king's  exprefs  orders  I  had 
«  hardly  ever  (hewn  my  face  to  any 
«  befides  yourfelf.  They  followed  the 
<  purfuit,  on  the  defcription  that  had 
«  been  given  them  of  my  peribn;  till 
«  a  woman  of  the  fame  ftature  as  my- 
«  felf,  but  who  pirhaps  had  more 

*  charms,  appeared  before  them  on  the 

*  frontiers  or  Egypt.     She  was  found 
«   alone,  and  in  a  very  difconfolafe  con- 
'  dition;  they  therefore  made  no  doubt 

*  but  .that  this  .woman  was  the  queen 
«  of  Babylon,    and  accordingly  took 
«  her  to  Moabdar.     Their  mift.ike  at 
'  firft  tli raw  the  king  into  a  violent  rage ; 
«  but  having  foori  confidered  her  more 
«  attentively,  he  found  ^her  extremely 
'  beautiful,     and    became    reconciled. 
«  This  lady  was  called  Miflbufj   and 
«  I  have  fince  been  informed  that' her 
«  name,   in  the  Egyptian  tongue,   fig- 

*  nifies  the  capricious  fair -one,  a  title 
«  to  which  flie  certainly  was  well  enti- 
«  tied.     She  bad,   however,   as  much 
«  art  as  caprice.    She  pleafcd  Moabdar, 
«  and  had  diffident  influence  over  him 
«  to  make  him  chufe  her  for  his  wife. 
'She  then  began  to  unfold   her  real 
«  character,  and  gave  herielf  tip  to  all 

*  the  fantaftical  whims  of  her  vain  ima- 

*  gination;'  (he  endeavoured   to  oblige 
«  the  chief  of  the  magi,  who  was  ok!, 

*  and  troubled  with  the  gour,  to  danre 
«  befort   her;    ar-d    on   Irs  r';fu]ai,    fiie 
«  made  him  fnfFer  the  efffdts  of  her  re- 
«  feiument.     She  ordered  ner  mallei  of 
'  the  hoi  fe  to  make  her  a  jiy'e  of  i'weet 

*  meats:  the  raafter  of  tji&horfe  wifely 
«  reijrdertted  that  he  was  not  a  paftry- 
«  cook;  but  his  making  the  pye  was 
«  an  affuri-f  great  importance,  ana  fiie 
«  degraded  him  from  his  office,  (:,\  hc- 
«  in^  too  obltinate.     She  gave  the  nolt 
<  of  malter  of  the  horie  t"  l»cr  dwarf, 

*  ;>i;i'  . hf  pl'ice  cf  chancellor  iu  a  pjge. 
«  In  this  m^nn^F  diii  'he  go-en.  BH   v- 
«  Ion,     £•-   i »    ^-ody  resetted  i!-,e  Ifrfs 
«  of  rrjt.      ;  hekine,    n\    h  .,•   ,ei.,ved 
«  with  gt eat  uptip.htneiSjtii  the  moment 
«  he  reiblved  to  poifon  m*-,  aiid  caufe 


,  you  to  be  ftrangled,  feemed  fo  have 

drowned  his  virtues  in  the  prodigious 

fondnefs  he^  had  difcovered  for  the 

capricious   fair.       He    came    to    the 

temple  on  the  folemn   feltival  of  the 

facred  fire,   and  I   faw  him  implore 

the  gods  in  behalf  of  Miflbuf,  at  the 

feet  of  the  ftatue  in  which  I  wns  in- 

clofed.     I  then  raifed  my  voice  and 

cried  out,   "  The  gods  refufe  to  liften 

•*  to  the  vows  of  a  king  who  is  become 

"  a  tyrantj  who  has  fought  the  life  of 

"  his  innocent  confort ;  and  has  fuf- 

"  fered  one  to  fupply  her  place  who 

*'  is   diflinguiflied   only  by  her  folly." 

*  At  thefe  words  Moabdar  was  con- 
'  founded,   and    his   hfad   became  dif- 
'  ordered.     The  oracle  I  had  pronoun- 

*  ced,  and   the  behaviour  of  Miflbaf, 
•'  dilhirbed  his  judgment,  and  in  a  few 
'  days  his  reaibn  entirely  foifook  him. 

'  His  madnefs,  which  Teemed  achaf- 
'  tifement  from  Heaven,  was  as  the 
'  fignal  of  a  revolt.  The  people  arofej 
'  they  ran  to  arms;  and  B:ibylon,  that 
'  had  fo  long  indulged  herfelf  in  indo- 
'  lence  and  eafe,  became  the  feat  of  a 
'  dreadful  civil  war.  I  was  now  ta- 
4  ken  from  the  hollow  of  the  ftatue, 
'  and  placed  at  the  head  of  a  paityj  and 
'  Cador  haded  to  Memphis,  th.it  he 
'  might  bring  you  back  to  Babylon. 

*  The   prince  of  Hircania,    hearing  of 
'  thefe  fatal    contefts,    came  with  his 

*  army,  and  made  a  third  part)  in  Chal- 
'  dea.     He  attacked  the  king,  who  fled 

*  before  him  with  his  capricious  Egyp- 
'  tian.     Moabdar  was  fo  clofely   pur- 
'  futd,  that  he  died  of  the  wounds  he 
'  received  in  his  retreat,  and  Miffouf 
'  ffll  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror. 
'  I  inyfelf  had  the  misfortune  to   be 
'  taken   by  a  pai  ty  of  IHrcanians,   and 
'  was  led  to  the  prince,   at  the  very  in- 
'   ft-int  xsrhen  Miffouf  was  brought  be- 
'  fore  him.     Your  vanity  vvill  perhaps 
'  be    flattered,    by    learning    that    the 
* -prince  efteemed   me  "more  beautiful 
'  thi.n   the  Egyptian;  but  you  will  no 
'  doubt  be  aSifted  at  hearing  that  he 

*  deltined  me  for  his  ftraglio.      He  told 
'  me,    with   great    reiblution,   that   a* 

*  foon  as  he  had  compleated  a  military 
'  expedition,  which   lie  was  gonig  to 

'*  prrfoim,  he  would  lionom  me  with 
'  a  vilit.  Figure  to  yourfeU  wliat  w,:s 
'  then  my  grief!  the  bonds  which  had 

*  bouiui  ine  to  Moabdar  were  broken  j 
'  I  had  the  opportunity  of  being  the 

uf  Z^i»di|;,  and  was  fallen  into 
*  tfc; 


*  tV  power  of  a  harrnrhn!   I  anfWr- 

*  cd  him  with  all  the  pride  th  it  fpning 

n  my  rank  and   li.ftv  fentimcnts; 
.vavs  told  that  Ii 

*  bellowed   on   perfons   like  me,  fuch 

*  peculiar  m  uk-s  of  grandeur,  as  with 

*  a   word   or  glance    reduced    to    the 

*  lowlinefs  of  the  molt   profound  hn- 

V   thofe  ralh  perfons  who  dared 
4  to  fwiTVc  from   their  duty.     I  (poke 

*  like   a   queen;   but   was    tieated   like 
4  the  moll  fervilr  domeilirk.  Thellir- 

*  canian,  wrthoat  even  cmidcfcending 

uldrcfs  hin.fiilt  to  me,  turned  to 

>lack  eunurh,  and  told  him  that 

'   I    wis    impertinent,   but   he  thought 

*  me  handlbme.     He   ordered  him  to 
'  tike  care  of  me,  and  to  put  me  un- 
4  der  the  regimen   of    his    favourites, 

*  to  the   end    that    my   colonr   being 
4   heightened,  I  might  be  rendered  more 
4  worthy  of  his   favours,  on   the  day 
'  in  which  he  fljould  be  pleafed  to  ho- 

*  nour  me.     I   told  him  that  I  would: 

*  full  put  a  period  to  my  exiftence:  he 

*  iejiiie.1  laughing,  that  life  was  a  blef- 

*  fmg  too  valuable  to  be  thrown  away; 
4   and   that  -he  was  prepared  for  fuch 

*  fpeeches.     He  then  left  roe,  with  the 
4  nrgligmce  of  a  perfon  who  had  jutt 
.'  put   up  a  parrot  in   it's   gilded  cage. 

*  What  a  itate  was  this  for  the   firtt 

*  queen  of  tfie  univerfc!  and,  vii  ,t  it 
'  more,    for  a  heart  devoted    to    Za- 

*  dig!' 

At  thefe  endearing  expiefTions  Za- 
dig  proHrated  him  fell  befnrc  the  queen, 
and  bathed  her  (e^t  with  li»;  tears; 
when  Aflarte  tenderly  railed  him.  up, 
and  proceeded  thus.  '  I  found  my- 
'  felt  in  the  power  of  a  barbarian,  and 
4  the  rival  of  a  (illy  cc-quet  with  whom 

*  I  was  confined.     She  related  to  me 
4  her    adventure    in    Egypt;     and    I 

*  judged  by  the  lineament*  flie  painted, 
4   by  the  time,   by  the  dromedary  on 
'  which  you   was   mounted,    and   by 
4  every  circumstance,   that  Zaiiig  had 

*  fought  for  her.     I  did  not  doubt  of 
'  your  being  at  Memphis,  and  there- 
'  fore  took  the  refolution  to  retire  tht- 
«  ther.     "    Beautiful    Miffouf,"    faid 

*  I,    "  you  are  much   more  agreeable 
44  than  me;  much   better  will  you  di- 
*'  vert  the  Prince  of  Hucania:    facili- 
*'  tate  as  much  as  poflible  the  means 
44  of  my  elcape,   you  will   then   reign 
41  alone,    and    whije    you    render    me 
*4  happv,  will  at  the  fame  time  free 
u  yourlclf  from  the  fjar  of  a  rival." 
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Miflotif  lirtened  to  my  requeft;  fhe 
joined  with  me  in  concerting  the 
mc-ans  of  my  flight;  and  I  fecretly 
departed  with  an  Egyptian  flave. 
'  No  Iboner  had  we  reached  the  bor- 
der* of  Arabia,  than  a  famous  rob- 
her,  named  Aiboo.nl,  fciml  upon 
me,  and  fold  me  to  fome  merchants, 
who  biought  me  to  this  calfle,  the 
abode  of  the  Lord  Ogul,  where  I 
Was  purchased  without  beingknown. 
He  is  a  man  who  delights  in  volup- 
tuoufiiefs;  feeks  for  nothing  but 
to  gratify  his  appetites;  and  believes 
tin-  Almighty  has  fent  him  into  the 
world  merely  to  fit  at  table.  He  is 
excefllvely  corpulent,  and  in  conti- 
nual danger  of  liifincation.  His 
phj  fician,  whom  he  but  little  regards 
when  he  has  a  good  digeltion,  go- 
verns him,  when  he  has  eat  too  much, 
v.'ith  the  ruoft  defpotic  f'way.  He 
has  perfuadel  him  at  prcfen't  tha*t  his 
life  is  in  danger,  and  -nothing  can 
cure  him  but  a  baiilifk  Hewed  in  rofe- 
\vater:  the  Lord  Ogul  has  therefore 
promjfed  his  hand  to  the  female  flave 
who  fii  It  brings  him  a  bafiliflc.  You 
fee  I  have  left  them  to  obtain  this 
honour;  and  I  never  had  lefs  ck-fire 
to  find  the  baliliik,  than  fince  Hea- 
ven has  permitted  me  to  fee  "you 
again.' 

After  this  declaration,  they  gave 
utterance  to  thofe  tender  fenfations  that 
had  been  fo  long  fmothered,  and  fl.ij 
all  th.it  love  and  misfortunes  can  in- 
fpire  in  hearts  the  molt  noble  and  paf- 
fionate:  while  the  genii  who prefide  over 
love  wafted,  their  mutual  vows  of 
eternal  con  liar. cy  and  truth  even  to  the 
fphore  of  Venus. 

The  whole  train  of  (laves,  after  a 
long  and   fruitlefs   fearch,  retunml  to 
Ogul;    when  Zadig  prelent.J    himd-lf 
before  him,    and  fpoke  to  thij,  ffTeol: 
May  immortal  health  dsfce/id  fr..ia 
heaven  to  preferve  a  life  i'o  (>jw:ou8 
as    yours!     I   am   a  phyfjci^n,          I 
have  ha.fted    hither  at   th--   rep  i.  of 
your  iicknefs,  with  a  bafiliflt  liewul  in 
rofe-waier.    As  1  can  have  no  benefit 
of  th°  high  reward  you  have  offered, 
in   cafe  my  application   fucceed-.    [ 
only  defire  the  liberty  of  s  young  Ba- 
bylonian  flave    you  have    for   fome 
days   hid   in    your  pofTrrTion;    Bi       f 
confent  to  remain    in    flat  cry   in    h  T 
place,   if  I  am  not  fo  happy  as  to  re- 
itorc  the  magnificent  and  illuifi  i  -us 
E  %  •  Lord 
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«  Lord  Ogul  to  his  former  health  and 
'  vigour.' 

The  propofal  was  accepted  immedi- 
ately, and  Aftarte  fet  out  for  Baby  Ion; 
promifing  fpeedily  to  ien<i  a  courier  to 
inform  Zadig  of  all  that  mould  have 
pafled.  Their  parting  was  tis  their 
.meeting  had  betn.  The  moment  in 
which  we  meet,  and  in  which  we  fepa- 
rate,  are  (as  it  is  written  in  the  facred 
book  of  Zend)  the  two  moft  remark- 
able epochas  of  life.  Zadig' s  love  for 
the  queen  equalled  his  proteftations, 
and  the  queen's  love  for  Zadig  was 
much  greater  than  her  words  exprefled. 
In  the  mean  time  Zadig  fpoke  thus 
to  Ogul:  «  My  lord,  my  bafilifk  is 
not  to  be  eaten;  all  it's  virtues  muft 
penetrate  through  the  pores.  I  have 
put  it  in  a  little  ball,  blown  up  and 
covered  with  a  fine  fkin;  you  muft 
ftrike  it  with  all  your  ftrength,  and 
I  muft  ftrike  it  back  for  fome  time. 
When  you  have  for  a  few  days  prac- 
tifed  this  regimen,  the  eftccls  of  my 
art  will  be  perceived.'  On  the  firft 
day  Ogul  was  quite  fatigued,  and  ima- 
gined that  he  could  not  furvive;  on 
the  fecond  he  was  lefs  tired,  and  flept 
better;  in  eight  days  he  recovered  all 
the  ftrength,  health,  aftivity  and  vi- 
gour, of  his  moft  agreeable  years. 
You  have  played  at  ball,  and  have 
been  moderate;  laid  Zadig.  'Know, 
then,  that  there  is  no  fuch  creature 
on  earth  as  a  bafiiiik;  that  exercile 
and  temperance  are  friends  to  health; 
and  that  the  art  of  making  health 
and  intemperance  fuhfift  together,  is 
as  chimerical  as  judicial  aftrology,  or 
the  philoibphea's  iiune.' 
Ogul's  former  phyfician  now  per- 
ceiving how  dangerous  ihis  man  was 
lo  the  caul'e  of  phviick,  raifed  a  party 
Hmongft  his  dependants  in  outer  to  de- 
Itroy  him;  but  while  they  were  con- 
certing the  deftructim  of  Zadig,  he  re- 
ceived a  courier  from  Qtieen  Aftarte. 

CHAP     XVI. 

THE    TOURNAMENTS. 

if  "I  'HE  queen  was  received  at  Baby- 
JL  Ion  with  all  thofctranfports  which 
are  ufually  felt  in  favour  of  injured 
beauty.  Babylon  was  at  this  time  per- 
fectly quiet  and  ferene.  The  Prince 
of  Hircania  had  been  {lain  in  battle, 
and  the  Babylonians  being  conque- 
.declared  that  Aftarte  fliould  m ae- 


ry him  whom  they  fliotild  chufe  for 
their  fovereign.  They  would  not  have 
the  firft  office  in  the  world,  that  of  huf- 
band  to  Aftarte,  and  King  of  Baby- 
lon, depend  on  intrigues  and  cabals j 
they  therefore  {wore  to  acknowledge 
for  their  king  him  only  who  was  moft 
valiant,  and  porTefled  of  the  great  eft 
wifdom.  The  lifts  were  marked  out 
at  fome  leagues  from  the  city,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  a  magnificent  ar.iphirhea- 
tre.  Ths  combatants  were  to  repair 
thither  compleatly  armed,  and  each 
had  behind  the  amphitheatre  a  fepr.r-.te 
apartment,  where  he  was  neither  to  be 
feen  nor  known  by  any  one.  He  was 
fucceffively  to  encounter  four  knights, 
and  thofe  who  were  fo  happy  as  to  con- 
quer that  number,  were  afterwards  to 
engage  againft  each  other,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  he  who  remained  the 
laft  mafter  of  the  field  mould  be  pro- 
claimed conqueror  at  the  games. 

Four  days  after,  he  was  to  return 
with  the  fame  arms,  and  to  explain 
fuch  enigmas  as  the  magi  fuonln  pro- 
pofe;  and  if  he  did  not  explain  them, 
he  was  not  to  be  king.  The  running 
at  the  lances  was  then  to  begin  ar^ain, 
till  a  man  mould  be  found  who  was 
conqueror  at  both  thefe  combats;  for 
they  were  refolutelv  bent  on  having  a 
king  poflefTed  of  the  greateft  valour 
and  the  moft  consummate  wifdom. 
During  all  this  time  the  queen  w.s  to 
be  clofely  guarded,  and  only  permitted 
to  be  a  diftant  ipe&ator  of  the  games, 
covered  with  a  veil;  but  they  would 
not  allow  her  to  Ipeak  to  any  of  the 
competitors,  that  they  might  have  nei- 
ther favour  nor  injuftice. 

AfLarte  made  known  to  her  lover  the 
preliminary  articles  above  mentioned, 
not  doubting  but  he  would  mew  him- 
felf,  in  fuch  a  caufe,  fuperior  to  every 
other  perfon  both  in  valour  and  wif- 
dom. Zadig  accordingly  fet  out  for 
Babylon,  and  befought  Venus  to  for- 
tify his,  courage,  and  illuminate  his 
under/tending,  on  this  very  important 
occafion. 

He  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates on  the  eve  of  this  great  day, 
and  caufed  his  device  to  be  infcribed 
among  thofe  of  the  combatants,  con- 
cealing his  face  and  name,  as  the  law 
required,  and  then  went  to  repofe  him- 
felf  in  the  apartment  allotted  him. 

His  friend  Ca dor,  who  was  returned 
to  Babylon,  after  having  in  vain  fought 

for 
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for  him  in  Egypt,  frnt  to  his  lodge  a 

..f   armour,    presented 
>•,  the  queen,  and  aifo  from  him- 
felf the  findt   horfe  in  Perfia.     Zadig 
.ted    thefe     prefents  to   Aftarte; 
om  this  confulenuion  his  courage 
and  his  love  del  ivcd  fre(h  ftrength,  and 
his  mind  was  inspired  with  new  hopes. 

Th'e  next  morning  the  queen  h.-.ving 
placed  lu-r (elf  under  a  canopy  (paikling 
with  jcwtl«,  and  the  amphitheatre  be- 
ing hiled  with  all  the  hdies,  and  with 
people  nf  every  ibtion  in  Babylon,  the 
combatants  apptucd  :n  the  circus. 
Each  of  them  came  and  laid  his  device 
at  tlit  fe-'t  of  the  grand  migi;  with 
thefe  devices  they  drew  lots,  and  that 
of  Zvidig  w:ts  the  laft.  The  full  who 
advanced,  was  a  lord  of  great  wealth, 
named  Itobad;  he  was  filled  with  va- 
nity, had  little  courage,  was  extreme- 
ly aukward,  and  almoft  void  of  under- 
ftaniiing.  His  parafites  had  perl'uacied 
him  that  fuch  a  man  as  he  ought  to  be 
a  king  ;  he  had  anfwered  them,  '  Such 
*  a  man  as  me  ought  to  reign.'  They 
had  therefore  armed  him  from  head  to 
foot.  His  armour  was  pure  gold  co- 
vered with  green  enamel;  he  had  a 
plume  of  green  feathers,  and  a  lance 
adorned  with  green  ribbands.  It  was 
quickly  perceived,  by  the  manner  in 
which  Itobad  governed  his  horle,  that 
it  was  not  for  inch  a  man  as  him  that 
Heaven  had  deftined  the  fceptre  of  Ba- 
bylon. The  firlt  knight  who  tilted 
with  him,  drove  him  out'of  his  Uddlz; 
the  fecond  threw  him  backwards  over 
the  horle's  crupper,  with  his  legs  in 
the  air,  and  his  arms  extended.  He 
i'oon  recovered  himfelf,  however,  hut 
with  fo  ill  a  grace,  that  all  the  amphi- 
theatre laughed  heartily.  A  third  dif- 
dained  to  ufe  his  lance  againit  him, 
but  making  a  feigned  pafs,  took  him 
by  the  right-leg,  and  turning  him  half 
round,  threw  him  upon  the  land.  The 
fquires  who  attended  ran  laughing  to 
his  alliltance,  and  replaced  him  in  his 
faddle.  The  fourth  knight  then  caught 
him  by  the  left-leg,  and  threw  him  ».ff 
on  the  other  fide.  After  this,  he  was 
conveyed  with  fcornful  (houts  from  the 
multitude  to  his  lodge,  where,  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  prescribed,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  (mi's  the  night;  and,  as  he 
hobbled  with  great  difficulty  along, 
'  What  an  adventure,*  fighed  he,  •  is 
<  this,  for  fuch  a  man  as  me  !* 

The  other  knights  performed  their 
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duty  much  better.  There  were  thofe 
who  conquered  two  combatants  one 
after  another ;  feme  proceeded  even  to 
three:  none,  however,  but  Prince  O- 
tamus,  vanquished  four.  Zadig,  atlaft, 
entered  the  lids,  and  fucceflivcly  threw 
four  knights  out  of  their  faddles  with 
the  moft  graceful  cafe  imaginable.  It 
now  remained  to  be  tried  whether  Ota- 
mus  or  Zadig  mould  be  conqueror. 
The  armour  of  the  firft  was  blue  and 
gold,  with  a  plume  of  the  lame  co- 
lours ;  Zadig's  were  white.  The 
wifhes  of  the  multitude  were  divided 
between  the  blue  knight  and  the  white. 
The  queen,  whofe  heart  fuffered  the 
moft  violent  palpitations,  fervently  pe- 
titioned Heaven  in  behalf  of  the  white. 

The  two  champions  made  their  pafles 
and  volts  with  fuch  agility,  they  mutu- 
ally gave  and  received  fuch  (hocks  from 
each  other's  lances,  and  fat  fo  firm- 
ly in  their  faddles,  that  every  one  but 
the  queen,  wifhed  to  have  two  kings 
in  Babylon.  At  laft,  their  horfes  be- 
ing weary,  and  their  lances  broken, 
Z:uiig  made  ufe  of  this  itra:agem  ;  he 
parted  artfully  behind  his  antagonift, 
iprung  nimbly  upon  his  hoife,  feized 
the  knight  in  his  arms,  threw  him 
to  the  earth,  and  placing  himfelf  on 
the  faddle,  wheeled  about  Otamus, 
who  lay  extended  in  the  duft.  All  the 
fpeclators  cried  out  with  loud  ac- 
clamations, '  Victory  to  the  white 
*  knight  !'  Oarous,  highly  enraged, 
arofe  ;md  drew  his  fword,  and  Zadig 
leaped  fcom  his  hoife  with  his  fabre  in 
hi*  hand.  They  were  now  both  on 
the  ground,  engaged  in  a  new  combat, 
where  Itrength  and  agility  triumphed 
by  turns.  The  plumes  of  their  hel- 
mets, the  ttuds  of  their  bralTarts,  and 
the  rings  of  which  their  armour  was 
compofed,  flew  afar  oil",  by  the  foice 
of  a  thousand  precipitate  blows.  They 
fometimes  (truck  at  each  other  with 
their  fwords,  at  other  timesthey  thrift, 
as  occafion  beft  ferved;  now  on  the 
right,  then  on  the  left;  now  on  the 
head,  then  at  the  breait:  they  re- 
treated, they  advanced;  they  kept  at 
a  diftance,  they  clofed  again;  they 
grappled  with  each  other,  twining 
themlclvfs  like  ferpents;  in  mort,  they 
Uruggled  and  'engaged  as  fiercely  as 
two  Lybian  lions  fighting  for  their  prey, 
and  their  Avoids  Itiuck.  fire  almoit  at 
every  blow.  At  laft  Z  ulig  for  a  mo- 
ment flood  ItiJl,  and  having  in  an  in- 
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ftant  recovered  his  breath,  made  a 
falie  pals  at  the  prince,  threw  him  on 
the  Around,  and  difarmed  him.  Ora- 
mus  th'en  cried  out,  '  O  thou  knight 
«  in  white  armour!  it  is  you  alone 
'  who  are  deltined  to  reign  over  Ba- 
*  bylon.'  The  queen  was  tnmfported 
with  joy.  The  knight  in  blue  armour, 
and  the  knight  in  white,  were  each 
conducted  to  their  lodges,  in  confor- 
ir.ity  to  the  rules  prefcrihed,  and  they 
waited  on  by  mutes,  who  carried 
them  proper  refreshments.  It  is  eafy 
to  imagine  that  the  queen's  dwarf  was 
appointed  to  wait  on  Zadig.  After 
flipper  the  mutes  ^vithdrew,  and  left 
the  combatants  to^reft  their  wearied 
limbs  t:ii  the  next  mornirg,  when  the 
conqueror  was  to  produce  his  device 
before  '.he  grand  magi,  to  compare  it, 
and  to  make  himlelf  known. 

Zadig  ilept  pretty  found,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  affection  for  the  queen,  fo 
mvrh  was  lie  fatigued:  but  Itobad,  who 
lay  near  him,  'could  not  once  clofe  his 
eyes;  he  arofe  therefore  during  the  night, 
entered  Zndig's  lodge,  took  his  white 
armour  *nd  device,  put  his  gre:-.n  ar- 
mour in  their  place,  and  at  day-break 
went  boldly  to  the  grand  magi,  to  de- 
clare himlelf  -the  mighty  hero,  the 
thrice  happy  conqueror.  It  is  true, 
no  one  expected  to  fee  him  the  victor; 
he  was,  however,  proclaimed,  while 
Zadig  ftill  flept.  Aitarte,  altoniffted, 
and  with  her  heart  filled  with  delpair, 
returned  to  Babylon.  When  Zidig 
awoke,  the  amphitheatre  was  alrnolt 
empty  ;  he  fought  for  his  arms,  but 
finding  none  but  the  green,  he  was 
obliged  to  cover  himfelr"  with  them, 
becauie  he  had  nothing -el j«  near  him: 
confounded  and  enraged,  he  put  them 
on,  and  went  forth  in  this  equipage. 

Thofe  who  llifl  remained  in  the 
circus,  now  received  him  with  hoot- 
ings  ;  they  furrounded  him,  and  in- 
fulred  him  to  his  face:  never  man  fuf- 
fesed  1'uch  humbling  mortifications. 
At  length  his  patience  foifook  him  ; 
he  difperfed,  by  Itriking  with  his 
fabre  the  populace  who  dared  to  af- 
front him;  but  he  knew  not  what  mea- 
fuies  to.  pvrrfue,  or.  how  to  rectify  the 
miltake.  He  could  not  fee  the  queen, 
nor  could  he  reclaim  the  whi^e  armour 
flie  had  fent  him,  withopt  expofing 
her:  thus,  while  plunged  in  grief,  he 
was  filkd  with  rage  and  inquietude. 


He  walked  on  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, fully  perfuaded  that  fate  had 
oeftincd  hhn  to  he  irremediably  wretch- 
ed, and   revolving  in   his  mind  nil  his 
misfortunes,    from    the   adventure   of 
the    damfel    who    had    an  ayerfion  to 
one-eyed    men,    to  that  by  which   he 
had  loft  his  armour.     '  This  has  hap- 
pened,'   faid  he,  «  from   my   having 
awaked  too  late.     Had  I  fli-pt  lefs,  I 
mould   not   only  have   been  Kmg  of 
Babylon,  but  fhouid  alib  have  been 
comuleatly  happy  in  the  embraces  of 
my  (feared  Aitarte.     The  vait  know- 
ledge cf  the  fciences,  the  fincere  love 
of  virtue,  and  the  peifon.il  IhengtU 
and  courage  I  can  boait,   have  an- 
fwered    no    other  purpofe  than  that 
of    involving    me    in    misfortunes.' 
He  at  lad  presumed  to  murmur  at  the 
unequal  difpenfatiain  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence ;    and   was  tempted   to   believe 
that  all  occurrences  were  governed  by 
a   cruel  deftiny,    which  opprefled   the 
good,  and    gave  proljxrity  to  knights 
in   green  armour.       One  caule  of  his 
vexation  was,    his    wearing  the    very 
green   armour   which    had    drawn    on 
him  fuch    difgrace;    and    a   merchant 
happening  to  pafs     by,    exchanged    it 
for  a  robe  and  bonnet,     In  this  drefs 
he    walked    along    the   banks    cf  the 
Euphrates,      filled    with    the    deepeft 
defpair,    and  fecretly   accufmg   Provi- 
dence   for  involving  him  in  fo  many 
afflictions. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

THE    HERMIT. 

WHILE  Zadig  was  thus  ramb- 
ling, he  met  a  hermit,  whofe 
white  and  venerable  beard  defcend- 
ed  even  to  his  girdle,  and  who  held  in 
his  hand  a  book  which  he  feemed  to 
read  with  much  attention.  Zadig  ap- 
proached him  with  a  moft  profound 
obeii'ance,  and  the  hermit  returned  his 
faliite  with!  an  air  fo  noble  and  benefi- 
cent, that  he  had  the  curiofity  to  con- 
verfe  with  him.  He  aflced  of  the 
venerable  ftranger  the  fubjec"l  of  the 
book  he  was  reading;  who  inform- 
ed him,  it  was  the  Book  of  Fate;  and 
demanding  it  he  wiftied  to  perufe 
it,  put  the  book  into  his  hands.  Za- 
dig, notwithstanding  he  was  verfed  in 

many 
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many  langmr*«,  cotild  not  explain  a 
-,   tliis    liiil   moit:    in- 

.:      .,..,,        1       t     - 

imii.li    »lili'ii!-rd,'    l.n  1    (tic  good 

Alas  !    1  ha'e  tint  too  imith 

he   fo,'  faM   Zadig.     *  If 

it    me    to  acromp  'Ciy  you," 


that  the  hfimit's  pocket,  thcrgh  very 
large,  was  confideiably  ext  ' 

i  •  i  ivi-d  that  lliis  appearaii' 
occafioned  by  the  golden  bafon  which 
his    fe' low  tiaveiicr    had    flolen.     lie 
was   afiaid  to    mention  what  he  faw, 
hut  the  thought!  of  it  L;avr  him    nun  tl 


Ixrmit,    '  perhaps   I   may     concern.      Abuut     i.oun,    the   hcimit 


xe  to  y.Mi;  t»i  I  l)a\    fume- 
•  ir*d   the  balm  of  c..> 
the  fouls  of  the  unhappy.' 


flood   before  the  door  of  a  littl 

,ce    of  a    rich  mifer, 
and  de  fired  they  might  refrefh    them- 


The  air,  the  beard,  and  the  book  of     felves  for  a  few  hours;    when  an  old 


th<-  hern  >t,  ti.lc,!  Z.ulig  with  the 
for  tliis  venerable 
c<>nvt  i  l'..tion  dlfful'eJ 


fervant,  ill  tloathed,  let  them  in  with 
•4.  vifible  reluctance,  and  conducted 
the  hermit  and  Zadig  into  a  liable, 


a  fuperiof  and  fublime  knowledge  into     where  he  gave  th<-n>  fjine  rotien  oliiv. ,, 


his  i'miF.     He  difcourftd  bf.deftmy,  of 

,  of  morals,  of  the  fuveieign 
good  of  human  frailty,  and  of  vir- 
tues and  vices,  with  Inch  a  lively  and 
jKvhnfive  eloquence,  that  Zadig  felt 

If  attached  to  his  perfon  by  an  ir- 


l)-ul  bread, and  Jour  beer.  The  hermit 
tat  and  drank  witii  a?  contented  an  air 
as  he  had  done  the  preceding  evening: 
then  addrtrfiing  himielf  to  the  old  fer- 
vant, who  carefully  watched  them 
both,  to  fee  that  they  ftole  nothing, 


refillible  charm,  and  eanu-lMy  entreated     and  often  reminded  them  that  the  day 


nerable  ftranger  not  to  leave  him 
till  they  returned  to  feabvlon.  'I  myfelf 
'  defne  this  favour,'  f;iid  the  old  man: 
*  fwear  by  Orofmades,  that  whatever  I 


was  declining  apace,  he  gave  him  the 
two  pieces  of  gold  he  had  received  in. 
the  morning,  and  thanked  him  for  his 
re/pe&ful  behaviour:  '  Pray,'  added 


*  do,  you  will  not  kave  me  for  fome     he,  '  permit  me  to  fpeak  to  your  ma- 


diiys    at   K-all.*     Zuiig  fignified  his 
afft  nt,  and  thty  fet  outtogether. 

The  t*o  travellers  anived  tliat  even- 
ing  at  a  fupcrh  cnftle,  when  the  her- 
mit begged  an  hofpitabte  reception  for 
himfi-U   and   the  young  man  who  ac- 
companied   him.      The    porter,     who 
niii-.ht    have    been    tAktn  for   a   great 
lord,  introduced   them   with  a  kind  of 
dif-ia '.nf'ul    goodnefs  ;    and   they  were 
conducted  to  a  principal  dome(Htk,who 
fhewed    them    the   magnificent    apart- 
ments of  h's  mailer.     They  were  ad- 
mitted to  the   lower  end  of  his  table, 
without  being  honoured  by  the  lord  of 
the  caftle  with  theleaft  notice  ;  but  were 
lerveJ  with  the  lame  delicacy  and  pro- 
fufion  as  the  rdt  of  his  gudts.     Alter 
lupi-er,    water   was    biouglit   them- to 
walh,    in    a  gold  bafon  Adorned  with 
rubies   and   emeralds  •,  and    they  were 
then   condpcled  to  an  apartment  rkhly 
turni(he«l,    in    v.  hich    they    took    their 
re(t.     Wlitn  they   arofe  in  the  morn- 
ing,  a  fe;v.mt  pre,fentcd  to  each  a  piece 
of  gold,  and  they   proceeded  on  their 
way. 

•  The  lord  f.f  this  caftK,'  f.iid  Za- 
dig, ai  tiuy  (  ii  I  :!iong,  '  Appears  lo 
'  m<:  .»  very  hofpitabic  m'tr,  though 
wl.ii  too  haughty.'  While  he 


fter.'  The  feivant,  filled  with  afto- 
niflimert,  introduced  the  two  travel- 
lers. '  Munificent  lord!'  faid  the 
hermit,  '  I  cannot  but  render  you  my 
4  moft  humble  thanks  for  the  friendly 
1  manner  in  which  you  have  received 
'  us.  Be  pleafed  to  accept  this  golden 
'  bafon,  as  a  fmall  teftimony  W  my 
«  gratitude.'  The  mifer  Itarted,  and 
was  ready  to  fill  to  the  earth  j  the 
hermit,  howtv.r,  did  not  give  him 
time  to  recover  from  his  furprize,  but 
infiamly  departed  with  his  young  tra- 
veller. '  Father,'  laid  Zadig,  '  what 
4  is  the  meaning  of  all  I  have  leen? 
'  In  nothing  do  you  appear  torefembie 
4  other  men  :  you  hava  Hole  a  gold 
4  bafon  fet  with  precious  Itones  frcm 
4  a  lord  who  entertained  us  magniri- 
4  cently,  and  have  given  it  to  a  fordid 

•  wretch   who    nested     you   with  the 
4  greateft   indignity.' — 4  My  ion,'  re- 
plied  the  hermit,     «  that    magnificent 

•  perfonage,    who  enter:  ai  us  Jh  angers 
4  with   no  other  i  iew  than   to  gratify 
4  his   pride,    ami   raife  their  aflonifh- 
'   ment  at-  the    richnefs  of  his  furni- 
4  lure,  will  became  more  wife  for  th« 
4  fnt\ire;    aid    the   mifer  will  hence- 
4   forth  learn  Letter  to  exercile  the  du- 

-\.     Be  aftoniflied   at 


uttered  thcfe  words,    be    look   notice     4  nothing  j    but    follow    me.'    Zadig 
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was  not  yet  certain  whether  his  com- 
panion was  the  fooliflieft  perfon  in  the 
world,  or  one  who  furpaffed  all  man- 
kind in  wifdom  and  difcernment:  but 
the  hermit  fpoke  with  fuch  authority, 
that  Zadig,  not  to  mention  his  oath, 
could  not  help  following  him. 

At  night  they  arrived  at  a  houfe  very 
commodioufly  built,  though  with  great 
fimplicity,  and  without  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance either  of  prodigality  or  ava- 
rice. The  mafter  was  a  philofopher, 
who  had  retired  from  the  world,  that 
he  might  cultivate  in  peace  his  im- 
provement in  wifdom  and  virtue.  In 
this  retreat  he  received  Grangers  with 
great  cordiality,  but  without  any  of- 
tentation.  He  went  himfelf  to  intro- 
duce the  two  travellers,  and  led  them 
to  a  commodious  apartment,  where  he 
defired  they  would  reft  themfelves. 
Some  time  after,  he  came  himfelf  to 
invite  them  to  a  frugal  but  genteel 
repaft  ;  during  which  he  talked  very 
intelligently  about  the  late  revolutions 
in  Babylon.  He  appeared  fincerely  at- 
tached to  the  queen.,  and  wifhed  that 
Zadig  had  appeared  in  the  lifts  to  dif- 
pute  the  crown  :  *  Bgt  the  people,' 
added  he,  «  do  not  deferve  to  have  a 
'  king  like  Zadig.'  A  modeft  blufh 
diffufed  itfelf  over  the  cheeks  of  Zadig 
at  this  unexpected  compliment,  which 
not  only  renewed,  but  redoubled  the 
keen  fenfe  of  his  misfortunes.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  affairs  of  this  world  are 
not  always  conducted  fo  as  to  pleafe 
the  wife  :  but  the  hermit  fteadily  main- 
tained, that  the  ways  of  Providence 
were  unknown;  and  that  men  were  to 
blame  to  judge  of  the  whole,  when 
they  perceived  only  the  fmalleft  part. 

The  next  topick  of  their  difcourfe 
was  that  of  the  paflions:  '  Alas  !'  faid 
Zadig,  *  how  fatal  are  their  effects  !' 
— '  They   are  the  winds  which  fwell 
4  the  fails  of  the  velfel,'  returned  the 
hermit.     '  Sometimes,  it  is  true,  they 
fink  it;  but  there  is  no  failing  with- 
out them.     The  bile  renders  us  fick 
and  cholerick,  but  is  yet  neceflary  for 
the  fupport  of  life:  thus  every  thing 
below  is  dangerous,    yet  ftill  every 
thing  is  necelfary.' 
They  then  difcourfed  of  pleafures, 
and  the  hermit  demonftrated  that  they 
were   the  gifts  of  Heaven.     '  Man,' 
faid  he,  '  can  give  himfelf  neither  fen- 
'  fations  nor  ideas,  he  receives  them 
«  all  j  bis  pain  and  pleafure  are  there- 
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'  fore  derived  from  the  fame  fource  as 

*  his  being.' 

Zadig  was  aftoniflied,  that  a  man 
who  had  committed  fuch  bale  actions, 
mould  be  able  to  reafon  fo  well.  At 
length,  after  a  converfation,  as  in- 
ftruclive  as  it  was  agreeable,  their  hoft 
led  the  two  Grangers  back  to  their 
apartment,  blefTing  Heaven  for  having 
lent  him  two  men  fo  wife  and  fo  virtu- 
ous. He  offered  them  money  in  fo 
free  a  manner,  that  it  was  impoflible 
they  could  be  difpleafed.  The  hermit 
refufed  it,  and  faid  that  he  muft  lake 
his  leave,  as  he  intended  to  fet  ou<  for 
Babylon  before  it  was  light.  Their 
fepararion  was  polite  and  tender:  Za- 
dig'; elpecially,  felt  himfelf  filled  with 
efteem  and  affcclion  for  a  man  of  fo 
amiable  a  difpofition.  When  the  her- 
mit and  he  were  retired  to  their  apart- 
ment, they  fpent  a  long  time  in  be- 
ftowing  praifes  on  their  hoft.  At 
break  of  day  the  old  hermit  awaked 
his  companion  :  «  We  muft  now,' 
faid  he,  '  depart  for  Babyion  ;  but 
'  while  every  body  is  yet  ailecp,  I  will 
'  leave  our  entertainer  a  teftimony  of 
c  my  efteem  and  affeftion.'  On  fay/- 
ing  thefe  words,  he  lighted  a  candle, 
and  immediately  fet  fire  to  the  houfe. 
Zadig,  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  fhriek- 
ed  out,  and  would  have  prevented  his 
committing  fo  horrid  an  action;  but 
the  old  man  drew  him  away  by  a  fu- 
perior  force,  and  the  houfe  was  foon 
in  flames.  When  they  had  readied 
a  convenient  diftance,  the  hermit,  with 
amazing  ferenity,  turned  to  furvey  the 
deftru&ive  flames.  x<  Thanks  be  to 

*  God,'   faid  he;    '  the    houfe  of  my 

*  dear  hoft  will   be  totally  dcftroyed  ! 

*  happy,  happy  man  !'  Zadig  was  now 
tempted,  at  one  and  the  fame  inftant, 
to  laugh  at,  to  reproach  the  reverend 
father,  to  beat,  and  to  leave  him:   he 
did   not,    however,  think  proper  to  do 
either;    for,    fubdued    by  the   confe- 
quence    the    hermit  had  afiumed,    he 
followed  him,  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  to 
the  place  where  they  were  to  take  their 
reft.     This    was  at  a  charitable   and 
virtuous  widow's,  who  had  a  nephew 
of  about   fourteen  years  of   age;    he 
was  a  very  promifing  youth,  and  con- 
ftituted  her  chief  happinefs.     She  per- 
formed, as  well  as  (he  was  able,  the 
honours  of  her  houfe  ;  and   the  next 
day  ordered  her  nephew  to  accompany 
the  travellers  to  an  adjacent   bridge, 

which 
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which  being  lately  broken  down,  was 
dangerous  to  be  palled  by  ftrangers. 

youth  being  attentive  to  wait 
on  them,  walked  chearfully  forward. 
When  tin  y  were  on  the  bridge — 'Come,' 
faid  the  hermit,  4  I  muft  fhew  my  gra- 
1  titude  to  your  aunt.'     He  then  took 
him  gently  by  the  hair,  and  with  great 
calmncl's  plunged  him  into  the  ;iv<-r. 
youth    immediately   funk ;    but 
foon  appealed  again  on  the  furfyce  of 
the  water,  and  was   fwallowt  !   up  by 
the  torrent.      4    O    inonltei  !    O   moft 
4  wicked  of  men!'  cried  Zadig.  4  You 
4  have  prpmifed  -o  In  have  with  greater 
4   patience,'  f.::d  the  hermit,  interrupt- 
In).     '  Learn,  then,  that  under 
ruins  of  that  houfe  which  Pro- 
nee    Ir.is    con  fumed    by  fire,  the 
4  mailer  has  found  an  immenfe  tiea- 
4  fure,     which    will   enable   him    the 

*  better  to  exert'  his  beneficence,  and 
1  render  his  virtues  ftill  more  confpi- 
4  cuous.    Learn,  alfo,  that  this  youth, 
4  whofe    life    Providence    has    taken 
4  away  by  an  untimely  death,  would 
4.  have   fliin  his  aunt  within  the  fpace 
4  of  a  year,  and  thee  in  that  of  two.' 
— 4   Who   told    you    fo,    barbarian?' 
cried  Zadig.     4  And  even  though  you, 
4   hid  read  luch  an  event  in  your  de- 
4  felled   Book  of  Fate,    are  you   per- 
4   mitted  to  drown  a  youth  who  never 
4   injured  you  ?' 

While  Zadig  thus  fpoke,  he  per- 
ceived th.it  the  old  man  had  no  longer 

id,  and  that  his  face  dilcovered 
the  foft  traces  of  blooming  youth;  the 
hermit's  habit  difappeared,  and  four 
lovely  win^s  covered  a  majeftick  fi.rm 
refplendent  with  light.  4  O  meflenger 

Heaven!  O  divine  angel!'  cited 
Zadig,  falling  proftrate  on  the  earth; 
4  you  me  then  dtfcended  fiom  the 

*  Empyrean    to    teach    a    fr.iil   mortal 
4    fuhii.iMlon   to  the  orde'rs  of  the  I'ter- 
«  nal!' — '  Man,'  faid  the  angel  Jet'- 
rad,  4  judges  of  all,  without  knowing 
4   any   thing.      You   aloi\e,    ot   nil   the 
4   human   nee,   are   the   man   who  hrlt 
4    delerved  to  be  enlightened.'      Zadig 
begged  that   he   would    p-rmit    linn  to 

•  I  diltruit  mylclf,'  laid  he  ; 
4  but  differ  me  to  entic.it  you  to  re- 
4  move  one  ll-ni;.U-  tn,m  my  nun. I. 

*  Would    it   not  hive   l)ten    better    to 
4   have   conceded   the  child,    and   hive 
4   le.idueii  him  viituous,  than  to  h.u'e 

hun  in  ihc  liver?'     jihad 


replied—'  If  he  had  been  virtuous,  and 
4  had  lived,  he  would  himfelf  have 
4  been  aflaffinated,  together  with  the 
4  wife  he  would  have  married,  and  the 
'  little  infant,  which  in  that  cafe  was 
4  dcftined  to  have  been  the  pledge  of 
4  their  mutual  affeclion.' — 'But  why,* 
faid  Zadig,  '  is  it  neceflary  that  there 
4  fliould  be  crimes  and  misfortunes, 
4  and  that  misfortunes  fhould  fall  on 
4  the  guiltltfs  ?— '  '1  he  wicked,'  re- 
plied Jefrad,  4  are  always  unhappy. 
4  Misfortunes  ferve  only  as  a  touch - 
4  ftpne,  to  prove  a  frnall  number  of 

*  the    jnft    thinly    fcattered    through- 
4  out  the  earth  ;  nor  is  there  any  evil 
4  from  which  fome  good  doth  not  pro- 
1  teed.'  —  '  What,'  faid  Zadig,    •  if 
4  there  was  only  good,  and  no  evil  ?'— 
'  Then,'  replied  Jefrad,    4  this  earth, 
4  would  be  another  earth ;    the  chain 
4  of  events  would  be  another  arrange- 
4  ment  conducted  by  wifdom;  but  this 
4  other  arrangement,  which  would  be 
4  abfolutely  perfect,  can  exift  only  in 
4  the  eternal    abode  of   the   Supreme 

*  Being,    where  no   evil  is  permitted 
4  to  approach.     He  has  created  mil- 
4  lions  of  worlds,  among  which  there 
4  are  not  two  that  refemble  each  other. 
4   This  immenfe  variety  proceeds  from 
4   his  omnipotence.     There  are  no  two 
4  leaves  among  the  trees  of  the  earth, 
4  nor  two  globes  in  the  infinite  fields 
4  of  light,  that  perfectly  refemble  one 
4   another;  and  all  thlt  you  fee  on  the 
4   little  atom    whereon    you  are  born, 
4   muft  of    neceffity  exift    in  it's  own 
'   place,    and  at    it's   appointed    time, 
'  according  to  the   immutable  decrees 
4  of  him  who  comprehends  the  whole. 
4  Mankind  imagine  that  the  child  who 
4   has  juil  perifhtd  is    fallen  into  the 
4  water  by    chunce  ;    and  that  it  was 
4  alfo  by  chance  that  the  houfe  of  our 
4  generous  benefactor  was  consumed  : 
4  but  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  chance 
4  or  accident;   it  is  all  either  n  tri .«!,   a 
'  punilhmcut,  a  reward,  era  fureiight. 

fi(hernr&n,  v,  L> 

4  thought  himfelf  the  moft  unhappy  of 
'  nun:  Orofnndes  lent  you  to  change 
4  his  delliny.  Ceafe,  then,  frail  mortal, 
4  to  difpitU-  :ir;jin;i  what  it  is  your  duly 
4  to  adi-re.' — '  But '  f«id  1.' 

At  he  pronounced  the  word  •  but, 

angel  took  his  flight  towaids  the  tentii 

i.     iiaiiig    funk    on    • 
and  adored  the  wonders  of  Pruyidenc?, 
F  wr.h 


4-O  ZADIG. 

with  every  mark  of  the  moft  profound 
lirfomifiion  :  when  the  angel  cried  from 
on  high—'  Proceed  towards  Babylon.' 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

THE    ^ENIGMAS. 

rA  D I  G,  like  a  perfon  deprived  of 
his  fenfes  by  loud  claps  of  thun- 
der, walked  on  without  knowing  whi- 
ther. He,  however,  reached  Babylon, 
on  the  day  in  which  thofe  who  had 
fought  at  the  tournaments  were  af- 
fembltd  in  the  veftible  of  the  palace, 
to  explain  the  aenigmas,  and  toanfwer 
the  queftions  of  the  grand  magi;  and 
all  the  knights  were  arrived,  except 
him  who  wore  the  green  armour.  As 
foon  as  Zadig  appeared  in  the  city, 
the  people  aflembled  about  him;  their 
eyes  were  not  fatisfied  with  feeing 
him,  their  lips  poured  forth  bleflings 
•upon  him,  and  their  hearts  wifhed 
him  the  empire.  The  envious  man 
law  him  pat's;,  he  frowned',  and  turned 
afide.  The  people,  with  loud  accla- 
mations, attended  him  even  to  the 
palace  gate.  The  queen,  who  had 
heard  of  his  arrival,  was  in  the  utmolf 
agony  between  fear  and  hope.  In- 
quietude took  pofleflion  of  her  rnind; 
ihe  could  neither  comprehend  why  Za- 
dig was  without  arms,  nor  how  Ito- 
bad  became  poflefled  of  the  white  ar- 
mour. A  confuted  murmur  ran  through 
the  whole  affembly  at  the  fight  of  Za- 
tlig;  they  were  furprized  and  charmed 
at  feeing  him;  but  none  befities  the 
knights  who  had  fought  were  permit- 
ted to  appear  in  the  court.  Zadig-, 
however,  cried  out — '  I  have  taken  my 
••*  fbare  in  the  combats,  though  another 
'  bears  my  arms;  and  while  I  wait  till 
'  I  have  the  honour  to  prove  my  affer- 

*  tion,  I  demand  permiffion  to  be  ad- 

*  mitred,  that  I  may  endeavour  to  ex- 
'  plain  the  senigtms.'     Th«  magi  put 
Zadig' s  requeft  to  the  vote;  and  his  re- 
putation for  probity  was  ftill  fo  ftron^ly 
imprinted  in  their  minds,  that  they  uua- 
nimoufly  agreed  to  admit  him. 

The  firft  queftion  propofed  by  the 
grand  magi  was  this—'  What  is  the 
'  longeft,  and  yet  the  fiiorteft,  thing  in 
'  the  world ;  the  fwifteft  and  moft 

*  flow;  the  moft  divifible,  and  the  moft 

*  extended},  the  leaft  valued,  and  the 


moft  regretted;  without  which  no-- 
thing can  be  done;  which  devours- 
all  that  is  fmall,  and  yet  gives  life 
and  fpirit  to  every  thing  that  is 
great  ?' 

Itobad  had  the  honour  to  fpeak  fiift. 
He  replied,  that  fo  great  a  man  as  he- 
had  no  knowledge  of  asnigmas,  and  that 
it  was  enough  for  him  to  have  con- 
quered by  his  valour  and  the  ftrengtli 
of  his  arm.  Some  faid  that  ihe  mean- 
ing of  the  senigma  was  fortune;  others, 
the  earth;  others,  the  light :  but  Zadig 
faid  that  it  was  TIME.  '  Nothing  is 
'  longer,'  added  he,  '  fmce  it  is  the 

*  meafure  of  eternity;  nothing  is  more 
'  fhorr,  fmce  it  is  inefficient  to  com- 
'  pleat  our  projects;  nothing  is  more 
'  flow  to  him  who  waits,  nothing  more 
'  rapid  to  him  who  enjoys;  it  extends 
'  in  greatnefs  even  to  infinitude;  it  is 
'  divifible  into   infinite  fmallneis;  all 
'  men  neglect  it;  all  lament  it's  Jofs  ; 
'  nothing  can  be  done  without  it;   it 
'  configns  to  oblivion  what  is  unwor- 
'  thy   of  being  known  by   pofterity; 
'  and  if  immortalizes  great  and  noble 
'  actions.'     The  affembly  agreed  una- 
nimoufly  that  Zadig  was  in  the  right. 

Thenextqueftion  was — c  What  is  the 

*  thing  that  we  receive  without  thanks, 
'  which  we    enjoy    without   knowing 
'  how,  which  we  give  to  others  with- 
'  out  knowing  where  it  is  to  be  found^ 
'  and  which  we  lofe  without  being  con- 
'   fcious  of  it's  lofs?' 

Every  one  gave  his  own  explication; 
but  Zadig  alone  faid  that  it  was  LIFE  : 
and  he  folved  all  the  other  stnigmas 
propofed  with  equal  facility.  Itobatt 
confta-ntly  (aid  that  nothing  was  more 
plain,  and  that  he  could  have  anfwered 
them  with  the  fameeafe,  if  he  had  been 
inclined  to  have  given  himfelf  the  trou- 
ble. Queftions  were  then  propofed  re- 
fpecting  juftice,  the  fovereign  good,  and 
the  art  of  government.  Zadig's  anfwers 
were  ftill  judged  to  be  the  moft  folid. 
'  What  a  pity  it  i?,'  faid  the  magi,  'that 
'  a  perfon  of  fuch  con fum mate  wifdom 
'  fhould  be  fo  bad  a  knight!' 

'  Moft  illuftrjous-  lords,'  cried  Za- 
dig, '  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be- 
'  conqueror  in  the  tournaments,  and 
'  it  is  to  me  that  the  white  armour  be- 
'  longs.  Lord  Itobad  took  pofleflion 
'  of  it  while  I  flept ;  judging,  perhaps, 
'  that  it  would  fit  him  better  than  the 

*  green.     I  am,  however,  ready  toen- 

'  counter 


rni 


counter  before  this  auguft  aflembly, 
with  my  £uwn  ami  fword,  the  u  fur  per 
•'if  wliiie  armour,  th'it  vni  may 
be  enabled  to  jiul:-e  who  it  is  that  has 
hail  the  honour  of  conquering  the 
brave  Otamus.' 

Itoba  !,  wuh  the  greateft  confidence, 
-,  ch  .Urnge.  His  head  being 
e  I  ••/  a  helmet,  his  bre.ift  and 
back.  In  his  cuirafs,  and  his  arms  by  his 
hi  (i-iits,  he  entertained  no  doubt  but 
th.it  he  mould  eafily  obtain  the  advan- 
tage over  a  champion  in  a  cap  and  grown. 
Zadig  diew  his  fabre,  and  with  it  fa- 
luted  the  queen,  who  viewed  him  with 
a  mixture  of  joy  and  fear.  Itobad 
drew  his,  and,  without  any  falutation, 
rufhed  on  Z.ulig  like  one  who  had  no- 
thing to  fear,  aad  was  determined  to 
bear  down  til  before  him.  Zadig, 
however,  knew  how  to  prevent  the 
blow,  by  oppofing  the  (hongelt  part 
of  his  fword  to  the  weakeft  of  hU  ad- 
verfary's,  by  which  means  Itobad's 
fabre  was  quickly  broken.  Zadig  then 
feized  him  round  the  body,  threw  him 
to  the  earth,  and  placing  the  point  of 
his  1'wordtothe  opening  of  his  cuirafs — 
4  Suffer  yomfelr  to  be  difarmcd,'  laid 
he,  '  or  I  will  this  moment  take  your 
'  life.'  Itobad,  always  lurprtzed  that 
anydifgrace  fh .mid  h".p;>en  to  a  perfon 
ot  his  confequence,  fuffered  Zadig  to 
do  as  he  pleafed.  He  therefore  very 
peacefully  took  away  his  magnificent 
helmet,  his  fuperb  cuirafs,  h'S  rich 
braffarts,  and  his  brilliant  cuifles;  and 
cloathinglmnfelf  with  them,  ran  in  this 
drefs  to  throw  himlelf  at  Aftarte's  feet. 
Cador  eafily  proved  that  the  white  ar- 
mour belonged  to  Zadig;  and  he  was 
thereupon  acknowledged  King  of  Ba- 
bylon by  the  unanimous  confent  of 
the  whole  afTembly;  and  more  particu- 
larly with  the  approbation  of  Aftarte; 
who,  after  fuch  a  feries  of  misfortunes, 
had  the  happinefs  of  feeing  her  beloved 
Zadig  thought  worthy  to  poffefs  her  in 
theeyeso^all  the  world.  Itobad  with- 
drew, and  was  obliged  to  content  him- 
fclf  with  being  called  plain  lord  in  his 
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own  houfr;  while  Z.i 'i;^  was  elecltd 
king,  and  p.rf'll-il  h  ippinefs  equal  to 
his  wifhes.  lie  now  began  to  reflect  on 
what  the  angel  Jefrad  had  faiJ  to  him  j 
he  remembered  the  ftory  of  the  grain  of 
fand  which  became  a  diamond  $  and 
both  himfelf  and  Aftarte  admired  the 
wonders  of  Providence.  He  permitted 
MiH'ouf,  the  capricious  beauty,  to  roam 
where  (he  pleafed;  :»n;l  fen t  in  fearch  of 
Ai  b«p;ad  the  robber,  to  whom  he  gave 
an  honourable  poft  in  his  army,  with 
a  promife  of  advancing  him  to  the 
higheft  dignities,  if  he  behaved  like  a 
fuklier  of  honour;  but  a/Tared  him  he 
ihould  be  puni/bcil  without  mercy  if 
he  continued  tc  follow  the  profeflion  of 
a  robber. 

Setoc  was  called  from  the  fartheft 
confines  of  Arabia,  together  with  ths 
fair  Almona,  to  prefi  !e  over  the  com- 
mercial affairs  of  Babylon;  and  Ca;)or 
was  promoted  to  one  of  the  highelt 
offices  in  the  ftate,  as  the  ieward  of 
h;s  diftinguifhed  iVrvices,  and  was  the 
king's  chief  favourite.  Indeed, -he  was 
ftiiftly  the  friend  of  the  king;  and 
Zadig  w.is  then  th-j  only  monarch  on 
earth  who  h:ul  Co  true  a  friend.  The 
little  mute  was  not  forgotten  ;  and  a 
very  genteel  houfe  was  given  to  the 
fifhermau,  to  whom  Orcan  was  con- 
demned to  pny  a  large  i'um  of  money, 
as  well  as  to  reftore  his  wife  :  the  filh- 
erman  had,  however,  obtained  wifdo:nj 
he  took  only  the  money. 

Zi>lig  did  not  leave  the  beautiful 
Semira  difconfolate,  who  had  deferred 
him  when  ihe feared  he  would  be  blind 
with  one  eye;  nor  Azoia  comfortlcfs, 
who  had  been  willing  to  cue  off  his 
nofe;  but  endeavoured  to  alleviate  their 
furrows  by  the  molt  munificent  prc- 
fents  The  envious  Ari mazes,  indeed, 
died  wi:h  (hame  and  vexation.  The 
empire  now  enjoye.l  peace,  glory,  anil 
all  the  blellirurs  of  plenty.  This  wns 
the  moft  illuitrious  age  of  t.V-  earth. 
Babylon  was  wholly  governed  hy  juf- 
tice  and  love.  The  people  blefll-d  Za. 
dig,  and  Zadig  blefl'cd  Heaven. 
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S  I  R, 

I  Take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you,  that  there  is  publifheda 
new  edition  of  the  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks.  Notwithftanding  the 
antipathy  that  all  mankind  have  conceived,  ever  fince  the  original  fin 
of  Adam,  Ifgainft  the  race  of  fallen  angels,  every  body  loves  Afmo- 
deus.  He  is  read,  he  is  carcfled;  never  was  devil  fo  fondled.  True 
it  is,  he  might  have  appeared  to  Cleofas  under  a  fomewhat  more  gra- 
cious figure;  fuch  as  the  poets  reprcfent  him,  when  he  is  introduced 
under  the  fpecious  appellation  of  Cupid.  But  he  fcorned  to  ufe  any  dif- 
guife  to  his  deliverer,  and  {hewed  himfelf,  therefore,  in  all  his  original 
uglinefs,  as  a  proof  he  had  a  mind  to  deal  fincerely  with  him:  and  an 
inilance  of  fincerity  it  was,  not  very  common ;  for  how  many  lovers  are 
there, who  never  had  once  an  opportunity  of  beholding  the  faces  of  their 
miftrefies,  only  in  their  native  and  without  borrowed  charms!  And  after 
all,  fuch  as  we  fee  him,  he  appears  more  like  the  god  of  pleafure,  than 
in  all  thofe  beauties  and  graces  the  ancients  have  beftowed  upon  him, 
when  they  equip  him  as  the  god  of  love:  and  his  mantle,  with  it's  in- 
genious emblems,  becomes  him  better  than  the  fillet,  the  gilded  wings, 
and  the  founding  quiver. 

In  other  refpects,  the  line  moral  character  he  fuftains,  and  the  vafl 
fenfe  anddifcernment  heihews  in  the  courfeof  hisobfervations,  do  more 
than  compenfate  for  the  deformity  of  his  perfon.  He  acquits  himfelf 
rcligioufly  of  the  promife  he  made  Don  Cleofas,  does  him  moft  im- 
portant fervice,  and  discovers  nothing  of  that  faJlliood  and  deceit,  for 
which  the  inhabitants  of  his  country  are  rendered  ibjuftly  infamous.  In 
point  of  fenfe  and  difcernmcnt,  he  fupports  nobly  the  reputation  of  his 
brother  demons:  he  llicvvs  as  much  diicretion  as  one  could  well  expeft 
from  the  whole  fociety  together;  of  which  there  needs  be  no  other 
proof  than  what  he  fays  on  the  fubject  of  his  own  quarrel  with  Pillar- 
doc.  '  After  whirh,'  fays  he,  '  our  friends  reconciled  us<  we  em- 
'  braced,  and  have  cherifhed  a  mortal  hatred  againfl  each  other  ever 
'  fince.'  This  hint  leaves  more  to  the  imagination  than  can  be  ex- 
prefled  by  words;  and  you  will  find  an  hundred  fuch  other  inltances 
in  the  remarks  he  makes  on  the  follies  and  vices  of  mankind. 

Can  the  foibles  of  men  becxpofed  with  more  fenfe  or  more  force  of 
ridicule  than  he  has  cxprcfTcd  ?  No;  his  paintings  are  all  finimtd. 
When  I  reprefcnt  to  myfelf  this  dsmon  halting  on  his  crutches,  I  can- 
not help  confidering  thofe  fenfibleand  fatiricul  itrokes  of  ridicule,  with 
which  he  every  now  and  then  laflies  the  follies  and  vices  of  mankind,  as 
fo  many  parts  of  the  crutches,  which  he  bellows  on  fuch  as  he  thinks 
Ueferve  them;  and,  notwithltanding  the  carelafs  air  he  puts  on,  as  if 

A  z  fe fittingly. 
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feemingly  he  intended  only  amufemen t,  he  never  mifles,  or  ftrikes  in  the 
wrong  place:  his  arrows  are  fure,  and  always  hit  the  mark. 

Doubtlefs  the  young  gentleman  improved  more  in  one  night  from  the 
inftruflions  of  Afmodeus,  than  he  had  done  all  his  life  before  from  the 
lectures  of  the  doctors  of  Alcala.  Thefe  people,  by  their  eternal  jar- 
gon, inftil  into  the  mind?  of  youth  a  diftafte  of  morality  and  virtue. 
Inftead  of  which  Zambullo  found  in  Afmodeus  an  artful  and  able  ma- 
iler, who  could  find  the  way  to  his  pupil's  heart;  and  whilft  he  enter- 
tained him  with  agreeable  fcenes  of  pleafurable  amufement,  conveyed 
inftruction  at  the  fame  time,  expofing  the  foibles  of  human  nature,  and 
teaching  the  young  ftudent  how  to  ^correct  them,  without  difguiting 
him  by  tedious  and  infipid  prelections. 

I  am  not,  therefore,  at  all  furprized,  that  this  daemon  mould  be  well 
received  upon  his  coming  among  us.  For  how  can  any  man  in  France 
refufe  his  approbation  to  a  work,  that,  under  the  appearance  of  a  tri- 
fling amufement,  contains  fuch  a  happy  affemblage  of  wit,  delicacy, 
fenfe,  and  politenefs?  The  minds  of  men  are  naturally  prejudiced 
againft  the  drynefs  of  dogmatick  precepts;  they  want  to  be  entertained 
with  fomething  agreeable  and  pleafant;  but,  along  with  that,  they 
expect  reafon  and  fenfe.  In  a  word,  we  are  a  rational  people,  and 
Signior  Afmodeus  has  exactly  fuited  himfelf  to  the  genius  of  French- 
men. He  certainly  mull  have  conceived  a  previous  affection  to  cur 
nation;  though  I  cannot  but  wonder  at  his  gcnerofity  in  having  taken 
fo  long  a  journey  to  make  us  vvifer,  againft  his  own  intereft,  and  againft 
the  intereft  of  the  fociety  in  general,  who,  I  dare  fay,  give  him  no 
thanks  for  his  pains. 

Is  there  any  man,  Sir,  who  does  not  envy  the  fituation  of  Zambullo, 
on  thofe  towers  of  fpeculation  where  Afmodeus  pitched  him?  As  for 
me,  I  fly  along  with  him  on  the  wings  of  fancy,  to  the  top  of  St.  Sal- 
vador; and  behold,  in  his  company,  with  infinite  pleafure,  the  objects 
that  are  reprefented  to  his  confideration.  A  fuperannuated  coquette, 
who  leaves  upon  her  toilette  her  hair,  her  eye-brows,  and  her  teeth, 
before  me  goes  to  bed  ;  a  beau  of  threefcore,  who  takes  off,  with  his 
own  hands,-  one  eye,  rind  a  pair  of  whifkers,  waiting  for  his  valet  to 
help  him  off  with  his  wooden  arm  and  wooden  leg,  that  he  may  go  to 
bed  with  the  reft;  and  the  fifter  of  tliis  lovely  Adonis,  who  by  means 
of  artificial  lips  and  breafts,  pafles  for  a  lady  of  twenty-five:  I  cannot, 
I  fay,  forbear  laughing,  with  Zambullo  at  the  thoughts  of  three  fuch 
lodgers  in  the  fame  houfe. 

Shifting  the  fcene,  1  fee,  with  plenfure,  my  good  old  Zanubio  pierced 
to  the  heart  with  the  cries  of  his  wife  in  labour,  and  the  undifturbed 
repofe  of  the  footman,  who  is  the  caufe  of  all  the  pains  ihe  endures; 
and  Igreatly  commend  the  diligence  of  that  phyfic'-an,  who  is  drefling 
in  fuch  a  hurry  to  vifit  the  biiliop,  who  has  coughed  above  three  times 
iince  he  went  to  bed. 

Exalted  in  that  airy  garret,  methinks  I  fee  theingenious  author,  who 
compiles  a  fyftem  of  all  focial  and  civil  virtues,  and  copies  all  the 
praifes  and  commendations  that  have  ever  been  beftowed  on  any  man 
for  his  perfonal  merit  or  the  fame-of  his  anceftors,  which  he  puts  into 
a  dedication;  and  though  he  has  not  as  yet  any  patron  particularly  in 
view,  keeps  them  ready  tor  market  to  any  one  that  will  bid  for  them. 
There  are  many  authors,  to  be  fure,  who  eat  the  bread  of  flattery; 
but  I  am  furprized  at  the  court-lady,  who  thinking  the  dedication  made 
to  her  not  fufh'cicnt,  drew  up  oae  herfelf,  and  fent  it  to  the  author  to 
have  it  printed. 
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:  T  pafs  the  flreets  with  my  companions,  I  flioulcl  certainly  be- 
wail the  1:  iliful  Caltilian,  (hivering  under  a  window, 
and  pouring  forth  his  love-complaints;  while  his  miflrefs  bewails,  to 
die  lot'c  airs  of  her  guitar,  the  abfcrtce  of  his  rival.  And  in  the  other 
large  hou-fr  I  perceive,  greatly  to  my  edification,  a  banker,  (lung  with 
;fc  of  confciencc,  refolving  to  found  a  monaftery  out  of  the  un- 
he  has  made.  He  is  certainly  in  the  high  road  to  falvation; 
for  having  once  performed  this  vow,  he  thinks  all  his  fins  are  forgiven, 
mi  1  lefs  pleafed  with  the  fcruples  of  that  lady  in  her  grand  cli- 
maclerick,  who  marries  a  boy  of  feventeen,  that  fhe  may  have  what  me 
wants  without  rcmorfe  of  confcience;  and  I  think  her  nuptials,  upon, 
account,  ought  to  have  been  celebrated  with  a  more  decent  con- 
cert of  mufick  than  bafons,  kettles,  and  frying-pans. 

The  daemon  having  (hewed  Don  Cfeofas  feveral  other  entertaining 
objcfts,  that  he  might  not  clog  him  with  too  much  variety,  ftops  fhort 
to  make  him  obferve  the  appearances  of  joy  and  fatisfaclion  in  a  great 
hotel,  and  relates  to  him  particularly,  from  beginning  to  end,  the^af- 
fair  of  Leonora  de  Cefpides.  We  mull  allow,  Sir,  that  Afmodeus 
tells  a  ftory  well.  The  incidents  of  this  romance  are  entertaining, 
the  \vind;ng  up  natural  and  interefting,  and  a  moral  runs  through  the 
whole.  The  innocence  and  credulity  of  Leonora,  the  love  and  am- 
bition of  Belflor,  the  artifices  of  Marcella,  the  rage  and  indignation 
of  Don  Lewis,  and  every  other  character  there  introduced,  are  repre- 
fented  according  to  the  truth  of  nature;  for  Afmodeus  was  certainly 
well  acquainted  with  the  various  paflions  and  emotions  of  the  human 
mind. 

After  the  recital  of  this  hiftory,  I  return  with  frefh  pleafure  to  par- 
take of  the  new  variety  of  fcenes  Afmodeus  opens  to  his  pupil,  and 
which  he  comments  upon  with  great  judgment  and  penetration.  In 
that  hotel  lives  a  booby  of  a  lord,  who,  forfooth,  would  pafs  for  a 
Maecenas:  in  order  to  acquire  the  character  of  a  patron  of  men  of 
learning,  he  gives  the  ufe  of  one  of  his  garrets  to  a  diclionary-maker. 
Some  doors  beyond  him  lives  an  experienced  dealer  in  her  way,  a 
woman  who  is  agent  for  afociety  of  rich  widows,  and  keeps  a  kind  of 
jegiiler-office,  containing  an  account  of  all  theftrangers  who  fucceffively 
come  to  Madrid;  their  parentage,  their  country,  their  age,  their  lhape 
and  complexion:  of  thefe  fhe  gives  in  a  lift  to  her  cuftomcrs,  who 
perufe  this  roll,  and  pitch  upon  whom  they  like;  and  then  this  lady 
fets  about  procuring  an  interview. 

In  another  houfe  you  fee  the  devotees,  who  are  in  fuch  a  hurry  and  alarm 
about  the  iick  inquifitor,  a  fcene  extremely  diverting ;  one  is  preparing 
flops,  and  another  fits  at  his  pillow,  taking  care  to  keep  warm  his  head 
and  bread;  thefe  two  are  no  doubt  favourites  of  the  holy  father.  The 
anti-chamber  is  crouded  with  other  penitents,  who  bring  him  different 
forts  of  remedies;  everyone  praifmg  his  own  in  particular,  and  flipping 
a  ducat  into  the  hand  of  his  fervant,  begs  of  him,  '  Laurence,  my  dcur 
'  Laurence,  recommend  my  bottle  to  your  m.ifter  above  the  others.' 
To  make  Cleofas  fenfible  of  the  happy  condition  of  an  inquifitor,  Af- 
modeus adds,  *  Was  I  not  a  daemon;"!  would  be  an  inquifitor. * 

Let  us,  Sir,  accompany  Zambullo  to  the  prifons  to  which  hedcfired 
the  daemon  to  convey  him:  and  what  think  you,  pray,  of  that  gallant, 
who  being  caught  as  he  was  mounting  by  a  ladder  into  a  balcony,  runs 
the  rifle  of  being  hanged  for  a  houfc-breaker,  rather  than  favc  his  life  at 
the  expcnce  of  his  nuilrefs's  honour,  by  owning  the  intrigue?  He  will 
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be,  perhaps,  the  firft  and  laft  martyr  of  this  kind,  and  I  am  fatisfied 
wont  find  a  man  in  France  to  imitate  his  example.  1  heartily  pity  thiit 
other  innocent  perfon,  the  unhappy  groom  of  the  chambers,  who  lies 
there  accufed  unjuftly  of  having  ftolen  a  diamond,  and  could  havewimed, 
as  Don  Cleofas,  that  Afmodeus  had  fet  him  at  liberty;  but  I  am  mightily 
pleafed  wijth  the  reafon  he  gives  why  it  is  not  in  his  power,  when  he 
tells  him,  that  was  he  himfelf  in  prifon,  he  could  not  efcape  ihe. hands 
of  justice  without  paying  his  ranlbm.  Mentioning  another  robbery, 
for  which  the  man  who  committed  it  lies  like  wife  in  prifon,  he  feems  to 
itrike  the  j,udges  pretty  hard.  Zambullo  aiked  him,  if  the  man  who 
loft  the  piftols  had  had  them  returned  to  him?  '  Not  at  alj,'  fays  Afmo- 
deusj  '  they  are  fo  many  proofs  of  the  fad,  and  fuch  witnefies  they 
'  never  part  with.'  Nor,  indeed,  does  he  Ihew  more  regard  to  the  holy 
inquifition,  only  that  he  fpeaks  of  that  rcveren-d  tribunal  in  a  very 
low  voice. 

The  difmal  profpecls  of  the  prifons  aj-e  fucceeded  by  fcenes  more 
pleafant.  What  do  you  think  of  the  diilinguilhed  piety  of  Sangui- 
fuela,  that  rancorous  vulture,  who  took  fix  hundred  ducats  pre- 
mium for  the  loan  of  three  hundred  and  forty;  but  would  not 
tell  the  money  till  he  had  firft  been  at  mafs  and  heard  a  fermon  > 
The  fleeping  lady,  who  miiteok  her  lover  for  her  footman,  muft 
have  been  in  great  confufion  at  the  difcovery;  and  that  coolnefs 
of  behaviour  her  gallant  ihcwcd  upon  the  occafion,  is-  admirable.  He 
met  the  happy  valet  upon  the  head  of  the  ftairs;  '  Ambrofe,'  faid  he 
to  him,  '  do  not  go  in,  your  miihvfs.  defires  you  will  let  her  reft  a  little 
'  longer.' 

We  fhift  the  fcene  once  more,  and  come  to  an  hofpital  for  the  recep- 
tion of  people  who  are  lunatic,  or  mad.  How  many  different  kinds  of 
madnefs  do  we  there  find  proceeding  from  as  various  caufes !  That 
Caftilian  newfmonger  had  his  brain  dilturbed  by  a  paragraph  in  the 
newfpapcrs,  giving  an  account  that  twenty-five  Spaniards  were  beaten 
by  fifty  Portuguefe.  D-on  Bias  is  gone  mad  for  being  obliged  to  give 
back  the  dowry  of  his  deceafed  wife;  and  that  poor  fchoolmafter  hag 
ccacked  his  brain  in  refearches  after  the  pauh poft  fitiurum  of  a  Greek 
verb.  You  fee  women  too  confined  here  ;  the  wife  of  a  country  juftice 
who  ran  mad  at  being  called  a  cit  by  a  woman  ef  quality;  and  the 
wife  of  the  treasurer  of  the  council  of  the  Indies,  who  has  undergone 
the  fame  fate,  at  being  obliged,  in  a  narrow  paffage,  to  make  her 
coach  go  back,  to  give  way  to  a  dutchefs. 

Afmodeus  then  mews  the  ftudent  a  number  of  people  who  deferve  to 
have  a  place  in  Bedlam,  as  much  as  thofe  who  are  confined:  as  that 
rich  widowof  a  mafter-builder,  who  bequeaths  all  fhe  has  to  grandees, 
merely  on  account  of  their  titles,  and  will  leave  nothing  to  a  man  who 
fhe  acknowledges  has  done  her  very  great  fervices,  for  fear  his  name 
ihould  be  a  difgrace  to  her  laft  will  and  teftament;  and  I  am  hugely 
pleafed  with  that  gallant  cavalier  of  threefcore,  who  recounts  the  ad- 
ventures of  his  youth  to  a  young  lady  he  is  in  love  v\ith,  and  expects 
fhe  will  regard  him  for  what  he  has  been.  It  moreover  like  that  good 
dean,  who.  buys  up  jewels,  trinkets,  and  all  forts  of  rich  furniture, 
that  after  his  death  they  may  embellim  the  catalogue  of  his  invento- 
ry. You.  may  judge  of  the  other  fools  from  thefe  inftances. 

Afmodeus  extends  his  obfervations  even  to  the  dead.  He  carries 
Zambullo  to  acharchfull  offepukhral  monuments,  and  gives  him  an 
account  of,  the  peribns  for  whpm  they  are  eredled..  Sometimes  he  gives 
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a  very  fhort  character  of  the  decc.ifed,  or  only  mentions  the  manner  of 
their  death.  This  is  tin-  i»mb  of  a  general  ofh\er,  who,  .it  his  return 
home,  like  Agamemnon,  found  an  .£gifthusin  hi  h"u<r.  In  another 

,  who  never  troubled  l.iihtul  '  ..lu,u;  ;my  tiling  but  att- 
ing  the  levee.  And  a  little  f.irth  ;  !  •  .in  old  dirrclor  of  the  In. 
Mid  hi*  young  wife,  ftrangely  mingled  L, Author:  an  apoplexy  f« . 
liim  juil  as  he  was  going  to  d:iin!i>.nt  :wo  children  he  had  by  n  for 

:  and  his  v,  he  next  day,  out  of  yexatioa  th;it  her  Uuf- 

1  and  did  not  live  three  d;.;"    Ion; 

The  daemon,  by  the  power  he  poilVff:d,  makes  Zambullofee  the  de- 
parted fpirits  of  the  dead,  and  among  the  reft,  three  famous  aftrrfles, 
whole  exit  was  pretty  extraordinary.  One  di(*d  of  a  furf-.'it  after  a  de- 
bauch; the  fecond  of  envy  at  the  applaufes  given  another  aftrefs  at  her 
firlt  appearance  on  the  Itage;  and  the  third  of  a  mifcarriage,  after  me 
had  been  acYmg  in  the  chara&er  of  a  veltal.  1  queltion  much  if  the 
phyiicians  greatly  like  thofe  pieces  of  reprcfentation  that  Afmodeus 
/hews  the  ftudent  upon  the  wings  of  death;  and  a  man  muft  have  a 
diabolical  imagination,  to  fuppofe  young  graduates  in  phyfick  making 
their  appearance  there  in  the  prefence  of  death,  who  confers  upon 
them  their  degrees.  I  would  not  advifc  a  maa  of  a  fickly  conllitution 
to  fpeak  of  doclors  fo  difrefpedfuliy. 

Obferve,  Sir,  how  artfully  Afmodeus  changes  the  fubjeft  ;  and,  to 
efface  from  the  mind  of  his  friend  the  melancholy  impreiiions  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fight  of  death  and  the  gholh  of  the  dead,  introduces  a 
hillory  founded  on  the  effects  of  the  ftrength  of  friendihip.  It  is  equally 
well  told  as  the  ftory  of  Count  Belflor;  though,  on  account  of  the  tra- 
gical cataflrophe,  I  am  not  ill  pleafed  to  find  it  immediately  followed 
by  the  chapter  of  dreams,  which  the  daemon  unfolds  very  often  in  a 
manner  that  approaches  to  reality.  The  dreams,  tor  example,  of  the 
attorney  and  his  wife,  do  not  much  deviate  from  truth  :  the  man  dreams 
he  is  going  to  fee  a  client  in  the  infirmary,  and  to  fupply  him  with 
fome  of  his  own  money;  and  the  woman  is  poflefled  with  the  imagina- 
tion that  her  hufband  in  driving  out  of  his  houfe  a  ftrong  ftout  fellow 
of  a  clerk,  of  whom  he  is  become  jealous.  Andjthe  dream  of  that  lady, 
who  fancies  that  Jupiter  is  fallen  in  love  with  her,  and  endeavours  to 
win  her  under  the  appearance  of  a  handfome  page,  is  not  perhaps 
altogether/  chimerical. 

I  will  not  fay  any  thing,  Sir,  upon  the  obfervations  you  will  find  on 
the  feveral  people  who  pafs  in  the  day  -time  through  the  ftreets  of  Madrid, 
nor  on  the  i~ubje£t  of  the  redeemed  captives.  It  is  Hill  the  fame  Afmo- 
deus who  fpeaks,  and  continues  hi:,  remarks  with  the.  fame/enfe  and 
penetration.  The  work  is  finifhed  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  begun; 
and  the  judicious  reader  will  find,  to  the  lall,  llrokes  of  the  Crutches, 
vyhkh  he  may  improve  to  his  advantage  and  edification. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
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BETWEEN 
TWO        CHIMNEYS        OF        MADRID. 

DIALOGUE    I. 

THE  CHIMNEY  A.   AND  THE  CHIMNET  B. 

A.   TT  is  all  over  with  me,  my  dear  neighbour,  I  am  quite  ruined  ^ 
[   the  Lares,  my  protecting  gods,  now  freeze  my  hearth,  and  the; 
fame  chilnefs  feizes  myfelf  from  head  to  foot. 

B.  I  am  itartled  at  what  you  tell  me.  How  has  this  terrible  diftem- 
per  feized  you  ?  and  how  comes  it  you  are  fo  fuddenly  changed  from  ho$ 
to  cold?  for  I  have  conftantly  feen  you  all  in  a  fire. 

A.  Alas !  1  muft  of  necefijty  follow  the  deftiny  of  my  friend  the  fcho-» 
Jar  and  the  poor  man. 

B.  What  has  happened  to  him  ? 

A.  O!  the  greateit  of  misfortunes.     His  income,  that  is  to  fay,  ths 
profits  of  his  pen,  are  quite  put  a  flop  to. 

B.  I  cannot  fay,  neighbour,  that  I  yet  understand  you. 

A.  Why  then  I  will  explain  myfeif.  I  talk  of  an  author.  His  finance* 
depended  upon  the  fale  of  fmall  pamphlets  calculated  for  amufement, 
which  he  compofed,  and  they  have  forbid  all  writings  of  this  kind. 

B.  What,  did  thefe  pamphlets  fupport  him? 

A.  Yes,  and  at  his.eafe  too;  for  he  did  not  take  up  his  time  in  cor- 
refting  and  publishing  a  volume;  he  entertained  the  publick  with  thcfe 

numbers,  at  leait  feven  or  ei£;ht  in  the  year. 

B.  What  a  pity  it  is  to  deprive  the  world  of  the  induftry  of  fo  good 
a  hand;  and  how  comes  it  they  forbid  writings  of  amulemtnt,  the  very 
belt  things  in  the  world?  The  publick  love  to  be  entertained,  and  why 
arc,  they  not  at  their  liberty  to  buy  what  divert*  them? 

You  are  certainly  in  the  right;  and  this  prevailing  tafle  make* 
both  for  authors  and  bookfellers.  But  then  this  is  the  ground  of  the 
thunuur  againit  that  kind  of  writings;  they  fay  that  nothing  is  wrote 
now  a  days,  but  low  nonfenfeand  mere  bagatelle;  and  that  pollerity  will 
diitinguiih  this  age  for  the  •  Age  of  romances,  and  all. forts  of  futility.! 
They  fay,  moreover,  that  there  is  a  general  depravity  of  taite;  that 
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thefe  broken  numbers  are  a  real  tax  upon  the  publick;  that  by  this 
means  a  romance  is  fwelled  to  an  intolerable  fize;  and  that  an  author 
ii  now  a&ualiy  propofmg  a  fcherae,  to  divide  one  of  them  into  three 
hundred  and  fixty-five  parcels;  that  he  may  be  able  to  fupply  his 
curlomers  every  day  in  the  year. 

B.  Why,  after  the  thoufand  and  one  nights,  the  thoufand  and  one 
days,  the  thoufand  and  one  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  fo  many  other 
thoufand  and  one  things,  I  think  they  may  very  well  put  up  with  a 
romance  fplit  into  no  more  than  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  divifions. 

A.  Judge  then  if  they  ought  to  find  fault  with  my  author,  who  in 
50  work  has  ever  divided  beyoqd  number  eight. 

B.  Indeed,  my  dear  friend,  I  pity  you,  as  1  do  the  chimneys  of  all 
authors  and  bookfellers,  which  will  foon  become  as  cold  as  yours. 

A.  It  is  but  cold  comfort  for  the  afflicted,  to  have  'others  as  miferable 
as  themfelves. 

B.  You  are  to  be  pitied,  and  I  do  pity  you  ;  what  elfe  is  in  my  power 
to  do?  Befides,  I  rauft  tell  you  freely,  that  a  long  time  fmce,  I  have 
heard  many  people  fay,  it  was  high  time  to  check  that  prevailing  tafte 
for  low  trifling  amufements,  and  to  put  a  flop  to  romance  writing. 

A.  What  is  this  you  fay? 

£.  Yes,  it  is  true.  And  men  of  difcernment,  who  are  unprejudiced, 
fay  now,  that  this  inhibition  is  of  great  fervice  to  polite  writing.  That 
people  ought  to  have  fome  ufeful  end  in  view,  or  not  write  at  all.  This 
is  their  judgment  upon  the  affair,  and  all  the  world  come  into  their  fen- 
timents- 

A.  But  is  not  that  which  pleafes,  at  the  fame  time  ufeful? 

B.  Yes,  what  gives  pleafure  is  fo  far  ufeful.     But  befides  the  utility 
arifing  only  from  pleafure,  readers  of  tafte  want  fomething  folid  and  in- 
flruclive,  fomething  that  has  it's  foundation  laid  in  the  real  truth  of 
manners:  for  example,  the  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  is  fo  far  a  romance, 
but  at  the  fame  time  more  inltruftive  than  a  trcatife  of  morality. 
There  the  fable  is  both  pleafant  and  uieful;  that  is,  ufeful  by  joining 
pleafure  with  inltru&ion.     Let  your  author  write  fuch  another,  and 
I'll  anfwer  for  his  having  permiffion  to  print  it;  provided,   though, 
he  don't  publiih  it  in  eight  numbers;  for  that,  you  know,  is  robbing 
the  publick  to  enrich  the  bookfeller. 

A.  Come,  let  us  put  an  end  to  this  converfation.     One  may  eafily 
perceive  that  you  are  a  chimney  belonging  to  a  Change  broker.     You 
are  a  taftelefs,  infipid  creature,  and  ignorant,  in  the  fuperlative  de- 
gree, of  every  thing  concerning  literature;  your  narrow  genius  does 
not  reach  beyond  a  fum  in  addition  ;  and  I  am  ready  to  hang  myfelf  for 
having  been  fo  free  with  you  as  1  have  been. 

B.  What,  do  you  infult  me,  in  return  for  my  mewing  fuch  concern 
for  your  misfortunes? 

A.  Is  that  (hewing  concern  for  one's  misfortunes,  to  commend  thofe 
who  are  the  caufe  of  them  ?  Go,  once  more  I  tell  you,  you  are  as 
great  a  dunce  as  him  you  belong  to. 

£.  For  one  that  complains  of  being  almoft  froze  to  death,  methinks 
you  (hew  a  good  deal  of  warmth.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  I  defire  you 
will  let  my  brother  alone;  one  dam  of  his  pen  is  worth  all  the  vo- 
lumes of  Farnaffus.  Every  thing  he  writes  is  hrnfible,  agreeable,  and 
univerfally  approved  :  and  fo  long  as  his  writings  are  but  legible, 
I  fear  not  the  cold;  my  hearth  will  be  kept  as  warm  as  if  it  had  been 
the  eternal  fire  of  the  veilals,  and  your  poor  chilled  author  will  blefs 
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himfelf  to  be  allowed  to  fit  down  by  it.     As  for  you,  notwltlnlanding 
your  ill  ufage  of  me,  all  the  harm  I  wifh  you,  i»  fuch  another  brother 
:ae,  to  put  you  into  heat  again. 


DIALOGUE     II. 

THE  CHIMNEY  C.  AND  THE  CHIMNEY  D. 

£.  "1TTTHAT  a  prodigy!  what  a  miracle  is  this!   Do  you  know*. 

VV     my  friend,  what  has  happened  to  me? 
/>.   Is  it  long  fince? 

vbout  an  hour  ago. 

/).  No,  my  dear  neighbour,  I  know  not;  for  I  was  obliged  to  aSft 
«  a  marriage  which  was  celebrated  in  the  apartment  I  belong  to. 

C.  A  marriage! 

D.  Yes,  and  a  couple  the  beft  matched  that  can  be.     Lyfander  and 
Celimene  have  taken  me  witnefs  to  their  vows.     The  penates,  my 
houfliold  gods,  are  the  only  guarantees  of  their  mutual  engagements, 
and  the  faith  they  have  plighted  to  one  another.  No  mortal  was  prefent 
at  this  ceremony,  excepting  Li7etta,  the  faithful  fervant  of  Celimene. 
They  are  now  enjoying  the  pleafures  of  this  myilerious  union. 

C.  This  marriage,  to  be  fure,  is  very  folemney  ratified! 

/.).  Why  yes,  I  know  as  well  as  you,  there  are  fome  little  formali- 
ties wanting;  but  what  then?  Love  will  fupply  the  place  of  all. 
They  love  one  another;  and  I  am  convinced,  let  their  parents  do  \vhac 
they  pleafe,  will  continue  fo  to  do:  and  pray  do  you  find  that  com- 
mon in  marriages  folemnized  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church? 

C.  No,  really.     Marriages,  for  the  moll  part,  are  only  fo  many  ci- 
vil contracts,  that  bind  two  perfons  eternally  together,  who  are  fo  far 
from  loving,  that  they  generally  hate  one  another  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  lives. 

D.  Well,  I  can  anfwer  for  it,  the  bonds  which  unite  Lyfander  and 
Celimene,  are  moll  facred  and  folemn,  for  they  are  tlie  bonds  of  love. 

C.  I  wifh  you  joy,  my  dear  neighbour;  and!  like  you  all  the  better 
for  interciling  yourielf  fo  much  in  the  happinefs  of  lovers.  It  is  what 
we  owe  them  as  confidents  of  their  fecrets ;  and  1  myfelf  would  do  all 
in  my  power  to  ferve  them,  which  you  will  eafily  believe,  when  I  tell 
you  what  has  happened  to  me,  which  is  pretty  much  fuch  another 
afiair  as  yours.  You  know  the  apartment  I  belong  to  is  a  real  cell. 

/>.  Ay,  and  the  cell  of  the  charming  little  Julia. 

C.  Julia  Vv-as  beloved  by  a  very  pretty  fellow  of  an  officer,  named 
Trafon,  and  Trafon  did  not  beftow  his  love  on  one  that  was  ungrate- 
ful. 

D.  Now,  I  did  not  know  that. 

(.'.  There  \vr:s  nothing  wanting  to  compjeat  their  mutual  happinefs, 
but  a  hivMi-.r.iljle  opportunity;  and  Julia's  mother  had  more  eyes  than 
Argus.  The  cell  where  this  unhappy  young  creature  lay  was  more 
inaccefTible  than  the  tower  of  Dan.ic. 

D.  Blefs  me,  how  learned  you  are!  You  underfland  the  ancient 
fables.  I  fancy,  before  you  had  Julia,  fome  .poet  had  ftudied  by  your 
fire-fide.  But  iince  you  mention  the  tower  of  Danae,  you  remember  it 
could  not  keep  out  a  fliower  of  gold. 

C.  True;  and  you  remember,  likewife,  that  Danae  was  courted  by 
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but  Trafon's  pockets  had  been  pretty  well  drained  by  three  campaigns, 
fb  that  it  did  not  at  all  (uit  him  to  have  recaurfe  to  that  expedient. 
D.  What  other  expedient  then  did  he  fall  upon? 

C.  The  moflfimpie  and  obvious  one  that  could  be.     Helices  but juft 
by;  and  without  the  help  of  any  other  magick  than  pure  love,  up  he  gets 
through  his  chimney  to  the  ridge  of  the  houfes,  comes  to  the  head 
of  my  chimney,  which  he  eafily  removed,  for  I  had  no  mind  to  hinder 
him;  and  then  Hides  down   through  the  f-mr>-»  ir  o  the  chamber  of 
Julia,  fupportin;?  himieif  by  his  hands  and  his  knees. 

D.  Did  me  expeft  his  coming? 

C.  No,  {he  only  whhed  it;  and,  far  from  running  with  open  arms  to 
receive  her  lover,  was  in  a  moft  mortal  fright  at  feeing  him,  come 
down. 

D,  She  fwooned  away,  I  warrant  you. 

C.  If  me  did  not  at  firit,  me  would  have  done  fo  very  foon.  Come, 
none  of  your  joking.  This  gallant  of  a  chimney- fweepercaft  himfelf 
at  the  feet  of  Julia,  and  (he  foon  knew  him  to  be  her  dear  Trafon. 
You  never  faw  any  thing  more  moving  than  the  fituation  they  were 
both  in  at  that  time.  This  is  the  advantage  we  chimneys  enjoy:  we 
are  witnefle.s  to  a  thpufand  fights  that  men  would  pay  any  price  for 
feeing.  At  prefent  Julia's  fears  are  over:  me  feels  emotions  of  quite  a 
different  kind. 

D-  There,  now,  my  good  neighbour,  in  one  night  two  marriages 
pretty  much  alike. 

C.  Why,  very  nearly  fo,  indeed.     Though  my  couple  not  only  ex- 
change the  folemn  vow;  but  the  confequences  will,  very  probably, 
oblige  the  mother  of  Julia  to  acknowledge  Trafon  for  her-fon  in-law; 
and  I  rejoice  before-hand  in  the  thoughts  of  what  perplexity  this  good 
woman  will  be  reduced  to. 

D.  And  I  in  the  pleafures  her  dear  child  this  mom  enenjoys. 


DIALOGUE    III. 

THE     CHLiIMET    E.    AND     THE    CHIMNEY     F. 

E.  TJ  RAY  tell  me,  if  you  pleafe,  good  neighbour  F.  how  you  can, 
JL     without  being  tired,  put  up  with  having  nobody  befides  your 

two  old  maids  ?  For  from  morning  till  night  no  one  comes  near  your 
fire-fide;  you  have  always  the  fame  people,  and  always  the  fame  fubjecl. 
of  conversation.  Indeed,  I  mould  imagine  that  by  this  time  your  pa- 
tience was  wore  out. 

F.  I  muft  indeed  own  to  you,  that  I  often  wifh  they  would  change 
their  quarters;   though,  perhaps,  in  that  cafe,  I  fhould  be  hard  put  to 
it  how  to  breathe,  as  in  all  probability  I  mould  not  have  fo  good  a 
fire;  for  they  are  extremely  devout,  fo  of  confequence  take  no  lefs 
care  of  their  bodies  than  they  do  of  their  fouls,  efpecially  when  a  cer^ 
tain  abbot,  whom  I  could  name,  comes  to  vifit  them;  then  they  fpare 
no  coil,    their  kitchen   then  may  vie  with  that  of  a  lord,    and  the 
fmoke  I  breathe,.iipon  is  a  perfect:  perfume. . 

£.  A  .-..far  as  I  perceive,  you  love  nothing  but  forke.     Well,  every 
one  to  their  own  tafte;  I  love  variety.     New  face?,  and  new  adven- 
tures, are  my  delight.     I  am,  as  I  fuppofe  you  know,  the  chimney  of. 
a  furmflied  lodging. 

F..  And 
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F.  And  as  fuch,  it  is  very  happy  for  you  that  you  have  a  turn  for 

ty. 

E.  I  have  fo  great  a  turn  that  way,  that  I  Ihould  he  extremely  forry 
to  fee  the  fame  lodgers  fix  months  together;  and  have  reafon  to  be 
thankful  that  it  is  a  thing  never  happened  to  me  fmce  the  firft  moment 
of  my  exiltence. 

lielikc,  then,  you  are  not  the  oldeft  of  your  neighbourhood. 
No,  not  by  a  great  deal;  but  for  all  that,  I  believe  I  have  the 
rood  experience. 

F.  Impart  to  me  then  fome  of  your  adventures;  I  beg  you  to  do  it, 
as  you  would  oblige  a  neighbour. 

E.  With  all  my  heart,  if  I  don't  tire  you;  and  will  begin  from  the 
time  I  firll  commenced  chimney.     He  who  firft  fat  down  by  my  fire  was 
the  youngeft  fon  of  a  good  family,  but  of  a  country  where  the  portion 
of  younger  fons  confilts  only  in  their  fword,  joined  to  a  happy  impudence 
of  bullying  every  one  with  their  being  born  gentlemen.     This  talent 
my  gentleman  poflVfled  in  an  eminent  degree:  but  had  another  at  the 
fame  timemuch  more  profitable;  for  he  played  with  conftant  good  luck, 
and  his  good  luck  was  the  effect  of  his  molt  alfiduous  ftudy;  every  day 
he  was  bufy  in  calculating  the  various  chances  upon  the  cards,  and  at 
night  put  his  theory  in  practice. 

F.  He  mult  at  that  rate  have  been  always  flulh  of  money. 

E.  No,  you  are  millaken :  for  he  fquandered  it  away  as  faft  as  he  got 
it;  fothat  he  was  always  needy.    Indeed,  fometimes  he  cut  a  great  flafti, 
that  is  a  difeafe  peculiar  to  his  nation,   but  then  it  never  lalled  long. 
His  good  fortune  exafperated  the  ftudents,  who  frequented  the  fame 
nurferies  of  education,  againlt  him,  and  they  brought  him  into  feveral 
fcrapes,  fo  that  at  the  end  of  four  months  I  loft  him.     He  was,  how- 
ever, a  mighty  good  lodger,  and  I  regret  the  lofs  of  him  to  this  day. 

F.  Who  came  in  his  room? 

£.  A  man  the  molt  fingular,  perhaps,  that  ever  yet  lived.  A  huf- 
band  faithful  and  affectionate  even  beyond  the  grave;  that  could  not  be 
comforted  for  the  lofs  of  his  dear  rib:  in  Ihort,  a  phosnix  of  a  hulband. 
The  moment  he  came,  he  ordered  his  room  to  be  hung  with  black, 
fhut  up  his  windows  againft  the  rays  of  the  fun;  and  had  no  light  in  his 
chamber,  but  the  dim  glimmerings  of  a  lamp.  Inclofed  in  this  fright- 
ful gloom,  his  conftant  employment  was  to  fob  and  filed  tears  without 
ceafing.  Very  often,  as  if  he  had  been  poflefled,  he  would  fpeak  aloud 
to  an  urn  that  ftood  upon  a  table  covered  with  black  cloth,  and  which 
he  feemed  to  adore.  He  would  converfe  with  that  precious  relick,  and 
fpeak  to  it  as  if  it  anfwered  his  paflionate  expoftulations. 

F.  It  is  a  chance  but  fome  fpirit  was  inclofed  in  that  fame  urn. 

£.  A  fpirit!  what  a  fimpleton  you  are!  No,  it  was  the  heart  of 
his  wife;  that  was  the  object  of  his  vows  and  adoration. 

F.  This  was  tendernefs  of  grief  to  excefs.  I  can  fcarce  believe  what 
you  tell  me. 

£.  Nor  mould  I,  if  I  had  not  feen  it.  I  remember,  fome  time  or 
other,  to  have  heard  one  of  my  lodgers  reading  a  book  which  men- 
tioned a  ftory  of  the  fame  fort  of  fidelity,  or  madnefs,  in  an  Englilh 
philofopher,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  this  day,  notwithltanding  what 
I  have  told  you;  for  an  example  of  this  kind  ought  to  Hand  alone. 

F.   But  how  long  did  your  lodger  continue  in  this  fit? 

E.  Full  three  months.  True  it  is,  his  eyes,  the^jountains  of  his 
tears,  began  to  dfy  up,  and  refufed  to  furnilh  him  with  frefli  fupplics 

C  of 
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of  continued  grief;  and,  by  degrees,  his  devotions  to  the  urn  feemed  to" 
relifh  of  form  and  ceremony.  Happily  for  him,  his  friends  found  hiai 
out,  and  of  confequence  relieved  him.  I  believe,  he  yielded  to  the 
violence  they  made  ufe  of  with  only  a  feeming  reludlance.  However, 
away  they  took  him,  and  I  was  freed  of  this  mournful  gueft. 

F.  And,  I  fuppofe,  did  not  much  lament  the  lofs  of  him? 

E-.  Not  in  the  leaft,  I  affure  you.  The  room  was  afterwards  let  to 
a  woman;  atwhichl  rejoiced  mightily,  as  I  had  hitherto  been  acquainted 
only  with  men.  A  kind  of  quaker's  drefs,  and  a  certificate  of  forty 
years  marked  upon  her  forehead,-  gave  her  a  matron  air>  which  {truck 
me  at  firft  fight;  and  by  what  I  had  heard  of  devotees,  1  immediately 
judged  her  to  be  one. 

F.  Now,  perhaps  you  might  be  miflaken. 

E.  I  was  very  foon  convinced  of  my  error;  for  the  woman  was  a 
woman  of  fenfe  and  conduct;  me  loved  pleafure,  yet  regarded  her  re- 
putation, and  came  from  the  country,  a  great  way  oft",  to  Madrid,  that 
file  might  be  flickered  from  the  malice  of  flander;  and  a  very  ihort 
time  after,  the  gentleman,  on  whofe  account  fhe  had  undertaken  the 
journey,  followed  her.     Blefs  me!  how  furprized  I  was  at  the  firft  vifit 
{he  received  from  her  lover;  fhe  flew  with  tranfport  into  his  arms;   her 
d'emurenefs  was  changed  into  a  wanton  fprightlinefs,  and  the  glow  upoa 
her  cheeks  effaced  the>  traits  of  her  age. 

F.  A  pretty  lady  for  a  devotee,  truly ! 

E.  As  fhe  loved  her  man  with  all  the  violence  of  paffion,  fhe  made 
ufe  of  every  method  to  preferve  her  conqueft.     She  was  very  well  ap- 
prized, that  at  her  age  it  is  allowed  for  women  to  embellifh  the  charms 
of  nature  by  art,  and  accordingly  fhe  ufed  every  thing  fhe  could  for  that 
purpofe. 

F.  And  what  arts,  pray,  muft  fhe  ufe  for  that  purpofe? 

E.  I  will  tell  you.      Belides  black  and  white,  which  painted  her  com- 
plexion to  what  height  of  colour  me  pleafed,  fhe  called  in  every  other 
thing  to  her  affiilance;  drefs,  baths,  and  perfumes.      She  was  at  her 
toilet  always  till  her  gallant  came,  and  repaired  to  it  again  immediately 
when  he  was  gone  away.     She  was  perpetually  at  her  glafs,  praftifmg 
the  different  airs,  either  fprightly  or  languifhing,  which  fhe  imagine;! 
might  do  execution.     As  for  the  artillery  of  endearments  and  careiles, 
that  (he  was  perfe£t  miflrefs  of 

F.  With  all  that,  methinks,  it  was  hardly  pofTible  fhe  could  mifs  of 
making  herfelf  beloved. 

E.  But  then  fhe  had  other  charms  infinitely  more  powerful  over  the  heart 
of  a  young  lover.  She  was  liberal,  and  rich;  and  one  mull  have  a  heart 
of  flint,  not  to  love  a  generous  miltrefs.  But  the  appointed  days  of  man 
are  numbered:  when  thefe  two  lovers  were  now  at  the  height  of  mu- 
tual felicity,  the  gallant  fell  fick,  and  died  a  few  days  afterwards, 
In  fpite  of  all  the  affiltance  that  could  be  adminillered  by  the  inoft  able 
phyficians. 

F.  The  lady,  no  doubt,  took  on  mightily. 

E.  Yes,  fhe  wept,  refumed  her  former  demure  air,  and  went  back 
Into  her  own  country,  to  edify  her  neighbours  by  her  example.     My 
chamber  was  not  long  empty;  it  was  taken  by  another  woman,  who 
was  by  profeflion  a  go-between,  a  match-maker. 

F.  A  rare  kind  of  occupation,  truly! 

E.  It  is  an  occupation  that  is  very  common.  Negotiators  of  this  fort 
require  a  deal  of  addrefs*  and  this  good  lady  did  not  want  for  that. 

She 
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She  carried  the  propofals,  procured  interviews,  and  very  often  brought 
the  :  ••  final  conclufion.  liow  many  of  thefc  contracts  have 

been  ratified  in  my  apartment!    She  would  make  a  younger  brother, 
not  worth  a  (hilling,  pafs  for  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  and  fet  off  a 
:^p  for  a  r.utern  of  illullrious  virtue. 

F.   Wt.'.t  an  admirable  woman  this  was! 

it  this  flic  could  do  with  the  grcateft  eaffy  and  could  take  in 
the  D  ''us  and  wary;  fo  that  by  Her  dexterity  me  had  got  a  pretty 

fortune;  but  ;it  lall  ihe  began  to  have  fcruples,  and  her  remorfes  car- 
ried her  jb  far,  that  me  retired  into  a  convent,  there  to  repent  of  hef 
former  fc.indalous  life.  Thus  a  fit  of  devotion  deprived  me  of  this  ex- 
perienced brokercfs. 

F.   Well,  but  happily  for  you,  the  natural  indifference  of  your  tem- 
per prevented  your  regretting  the  lofs  of  her. 

E.  That  is  true;  however,  after  her  I  had  a  great  many  people  of 
common  characters  in  life;  men  and  women,  for  example,   that  were 
concerned  in  law-fuits,  a  very  troublefome  fort  of  lodgers;  or  people 
who  came  from  the  country  to  fee  what  o'clock  it  was  at  Madrid,  and 
returned  home,  for  the  moft  part,  -as  wife  as  they  were  before.     But 
it  now  begins  to  grow  late;  fo,  neighbour,  I  wifh  you  a  good  night; 
another  time,  when  we  meet,   I  will  give  you  an  account  of  Ibme 
more  original  characters  whom  I  have  at  my  fire-fide. 

F.  Adieu,  good  neighbour;  I  will  not  fail  to  put  you  in  mind  of 
your  promife. 
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VOLUME     THE     FIRST. 


CHAP.     I. 

WHAT  SORT  OF  A  DEVIL  THE  DE- 
VIL UPON  TWO  STICKS  WAS  j 
AND  WHERE  AND  HOW  DON 
CLEOFAS  PEREZ  ZAMBULLO  BE- 
CAME ACQUAINTED  WITH  HIM. 

r*v/*v  NE     night    in    O&ober, 
<f  f  when  thick  darknefs  had 

j>    O    <£     oyerfpread      flic     famous 
,jf  ^  city  of  Madrid,  and  the 

^ *^i  weary  inhabitants,  being 
retired  to  their  refpeclive  homes,  had 
left  the  ftreets  free  to  thofe  reltlefs  lo- 
vers, whofe  nightly  care  it  is  to  fing 
their  pains  or  pleafures  under  the  balco- 
nies of  their  mi ItrtfTes;  and  now  the  bu- 
fy  instruments  had  already  rouzed  the 
careful  fathers,  and  alarmed  the  jealous 
liufbands  :  in  fhort,  it  was  almolt  mid- 
night, when  Don  Cleofas  Leandro 
Perez  Zambullo,  a  young  ftudent  of 
Alcala,  very  nimbly  bolted  out  of  the 
garret-window  of  a  houfe  into  which 
the  indifcreet  fon  of  the  Cytherian  god- 
defs  had  enticed  him.  He  endeavoured 
to  preferve  his  life  and  honour,  by  fly- 
ing from  three  or  four  bullies  who  fol- 
lowed clofe  at  his  heels,  threatening  to 
kill  or  force  him  to  marry  a  lady  with 
whom  they  had  juft  before  furprized 
him. 
Though  alone,  he  yet  bravely  de- 


fended himfelf  for  fome  time  againft 
fo  much  odds,  and  had  (till  maintained 
his  ground,  if  they  had  not  wrcfted 
his  i'word  from  him  in  the  fight :  they 
followed  him  for  fome  time  along  the 
gutters;  but,  favoured  by  the  night, 
he  at  length  got  clear  of  them,  and 
dealing  along  from  one  houfe-top*  to 
another,  he  made  towards  a  light  which 
he  perceived  a  great  diftance  off,  and 
which,  feeble  as  it  was,  yet  ferved  him 
for  a  lantern  in  that  dangerous  con- 
junclure.  After  more  than  once  run- 
ring  the  rifque  of  breaking  his  neck,  he 
reached  the  garret  where  it's  rays  pro- 
ceeded, and  entered  it  by  a  window, 
as  much  transported  with  joy  as  a  pilot 
is  when  he  finds  himfelf  and  his  fliip 
fafe  in  the  harbour,  after  a  narrow 
efcape  at  lea,  and  the  terrors  of  a 
terrified. 

He  immediately  looked  around  him, 
and  much  wondered  he  fhtuUi  meet 
with  nobody  in  an  apartment  which 
feemed  fo  very  odd  and  furprizing, 
He  examine,!  it  with  great  attention, 
and  faw  a  copper  lamp  hanging  from 
the  cieling,  books  and  papers  in  con- 
fulion  on  the  table,  Inheres  and  com- 
paries  on  the  one  fide,  phials  and  qua- 
drants on  the  other ;  all  wliich  made 
him  conclude,  that  under  this  roof 
lived  an  aftrologer,  who  uAinlly  retired 
hither  to  make  his  obiervations.  He 
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reflected  on  the  dangers  he  had  by 
good  fortune  efcaped,  and  was  con- 
fidering  what  courie  was  the  moft  pro- 
per for  him  to  take,  when  he  was  in- 
terrupted by  a  deep  figh  that  broke 
forth  very  near  him.  He  at  firft  took 
it  for  a  nofturnal  illufion,  or  imagi- 
nary phantom,  proceeding  from  the 
difturbance  he  was  in,  and  without  in- 
terruption continued  his  ref  eetions. 

But  being  interrupted  a  fecond  time 
in  rhe  fame  rrianner,  he  then  took  it 
for  fomething  real;  and,  though  he 
faw  no  foul  in  the  room,  could  not  help 
crying  out,  '  What  devil  is  it  that  fighs 

*  here  ?'— '  It  is  me,  Signior  Student,' 
anfwered  a  voice,  which  had  fomewhat 
very  extraordinary  in  it;  'I  have  been 

fix  months  inclofed  in  one  of  thefe 
glafs   phials.     In  this  houfe  lives  a 
fkilful  aftrologer  and  magician,  who 
by  the  power  of  his  art  has  confined 
me  to  this  clofe  prifon.' — '  You  then 
are  a  fpirit  ?'  faid  Cleofas,  fomewhat 
confufed    at    this   uncommon    adven- 
ture.    '  I  am  a  daemon,'  replied  the 
voice,  '  and  you  are  come  very  oppor- 
'  tunely    to   free   me    from   a   flavery 

*  where  I  languim  in  idleriefs,  though 
'  I  am  the  molt  aftive   and   indefati- 

*  gable  devil  in  hell.' 

Cleofas  was  fomewhat  affrighted  at 
thefe  words;  b-Jt  being  naturally  cou- 
rageous, he  recollected  himfelf,  and  in 
a  refolute  tone  thus  addrefled  himfelf 
to  the  fpirit:  <  Signior  Dscmon,  pray 
'  inform  me  by  what  character  you  are 
«  diftinguifhed  amongit  your  brethren  ? 
'  Are  you  a  devil  of  quality,  or  an 

*  ordinary  one?1 — '  I  am,'  replied  the 
voice,  '  a  very  considerable  devil,  and 

*  am  more  elieemed  in  this  and  in  the 

*  other  world  than  any  other.' — '  Per- 
'  haps,*  faid  Cleofas,    *   you  may  bt 
'  the  daemon  which  we  call  Lucifer?' 
— '  No,'  replied  the  fpirit,  '  he  is  the 
'  mountebank's   devil.'  — '   Are   you 
'  then    Uriel?'    returned    the    lludent. 
'  Fie  !'  (haftily  interrupted  the  voice) 

*  he  is  the  patron  of  traders,  taylors, 

*  butchers,   bakers,   and    other  third- 

*  rate  thieves.' 

'  It  may  be  you  are  Beelzebub  ? ' 
faid  Leandro.  *  You  deceive  yourfelf,' 
anfwered  the  fpiritj  '  he  is  the  daemon 
'  of  governantes,  and  gentleman -ufh- 
'  ers,  or  waiting-men.' — '  This  fur- 

*  prizes  me,'  faid  the  (Indent;  '  I  took 
«  Beelzebub  for  one  of  the  grealeft  of 


1  your  number/ — '  He  is  one  of  the 

*  lealt,*  replied  the  daemon;  '  you  have 
'  no  true  notion  of  our  hell.' 

«  You  mull,  then,'  replied  Don  Cleo- 
fas, '  be  either  Leviathan,  Belphegor, 
'  or  Afhtaroth.' — '  Oh!  as  for  thofe 

*  three,'  faid  the  voice,  «  they  are  de- 

*  viis  of  the  fir  It  rank  ;  they  are  the 
'  court    fpirits:     they    enter   into    the 
'  councils  of  princes,    animate    their 

*  minifters,    form  leagues,  ftir  up  in- 
'  furrections  in  ftates,    and  light   the 
'  torches  of  war.     Thefe  are  not  fuch 

*  boobies  as  the  fir  ft  you  mentioned  to 

*  me.'—'  Ah!  tell  nte,  I  entreat  you,' 
faid  the  ftudent,  «  what  poft  has  Fla- 
'  gel  ?'— '  He  is  the  foul  of  the  law, 
(  and  the  life  of  the  bar,'  replied  the 
devil.     '  It  is  he  who  makes  out  the 
'  attorneys  and   bailiffs  writs,-  he  in- 
'  fpires  the  pleaders,  pofTdToth  the  coun- 
'  cil,  and  attends  the  ]\; 

f  But  qny  bufinefs  '!!•  -5  >-;;o:''er  way: 

*  I  makeridiculot  ^i  marry 

*  old   grey- bea^  \:r.der 
'  age,  matters  to  then           is.  virgins 
'  01  low  fortunes  to  Jc/.-rs  that  have 
'  none.     It  ic   I   that  have  introduced 
'  inio  the  wori.i  luxury,    I'ebaucheiy, 

*  games  of  c'n-  .im!  ti-xmillry.     I 
'  am  the  invt-.io.    or  cz-.roLi'kls,  dan- 
'  cing,  mufick,  plays,  and  all  the  new 
'  French  fashions.     In   a  word,  I  am 
'  the  celebrated  Afmcdeus,  furnamed 
'  the  Devil  ujoti  'i'lvo  Sticks.^ 

f  Ah,'  cried  Don  Cleofas,  '  are  you 

*  then  the  famous  Afmodeus,  fo  glo- 
'  rioufly   celebrated    by  Agrippa    and 
'  the  Clavicula  Salomonis?  really  you 
'  have    not  told   me  all  your   amufe- 
'  ments ;  you  have  forgotten  the   bed 

*  of  them.      I  know  that  you  fome- 
'  times  divert  yourfelf  with  afluaging 
'  the  pains  of  unfortunate  lovers;  by 
'  the  fame  token,  it  was  by  your  afiift- 
'  ance  that  a  young  gentleman,  a  friend 
'  of  mine,  crept  into  the  good  graces 

*  of  a  docior  of  the  univerfity  cf  Alca- 
'  la's  lady." — '  It  is  true,'  faid  the  fpi- 
rit; «   I  referved  that  till  the  laft:  I  am 
'  the  daemon  of  luxury;  or,  to  expreis 
'  it  genteeler,  the  god  Cupid;  for  the 

*  poets  have  beftowed  that  fine  name 
'  on   me,    and  indeed   painted  me  in 
'  very  advantageous  colours;  they  de- 
'  Icribe  me  with  gilded  wings,  a  fillet 
'  bound  over  my  eyes,  a  bow  in  my 
'  hand,    a   quiver  of   arrows   on   my 
'  flioulders,  and  a  charming  beautiful 

«  face. 
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«  fare.  What  fort  of  a  face  it  is  you 
4  (hall  immediately  Ice,  if  you  pleafe 
4  to  K  t  IIIL-  at  hbeity.' 

Alinodeus,'    replied  Don 

you  know  that  I  have  long 

4  been    your   fmcere    devotee;   of   the 

*  truth  of  which  the  dangers  1  jull  now 
'  ran  are  Sufficient  evidences.    1  (liould 
4  be  very  ambitious  of  an  opportunity 
'   of    ioiving    you;    but    the    vdlcl    in 
4   which  you  are  hiii.'en  is  undoubtedly 
4  enchanted,  and  all  my  endeavours  to 

*  unltop    or    break     it    will    be    v.«in; 
4   wherefore    I    cannot    very    well    tell 
4  which  way  to  deliver  you  out  of  pri- 
4  fon.     I   am  not  much  uied  to  thefe 
4  fort  of  deliverances;    and,    betwixt 

*  you  and  I,  if  Inch  a  fubtle  devil  as 
4  you  are  cannot  make  your  way  out, 
4  how  can  a  wretched  mortal  like  me 
4  effect  it?' — '  It  is  in  your  power  to 
4  do  it,'  anfwered   the   daemon;    c  tire 
4  phial  in  which  I  am  Micloied  is  bsre- 
4  ly  a  plain  glafs  bottle,  which  is  very 
4  eafy    to   break;    you    need   only    to 
1  throw  it  on  the  ground,  and  I  Jin  1 1 
4  immediately  appear  in  human  fhape.* 
— 4  If  fo,'  faid  the  Itudenr,  4itis«afier 
4  than    I   imagined;   tell   me   then    in 

*  which  phial  you   are,   for    I    fee   fo 
4  many  like  one  another,  that  I  cannot 

*  diftinguifh  them.' — '  It  is  the  fourth 
4   from  the  window,'  replied  the  (pint; 
4  though  the  cork  be  fealed  wit!)  a  ma- 
4  gical  feal,   yet  the  bottle  will  eafily 
4  break.' 

4  It  is  enough,  Signior  Afinodeus,' 
returned  Don  Cleofas;  '  theie  is  now 
4  only  one  fmall  difficulty  which  d 
4  me:  when  I  have  done  you  this  fcr- 
4  vice,  will  you  not  make  me  pay  for 
4  the  broken  pots?' — 'No accident  mail 
4  befal  you,'  anfwered  the  dxmon; 
4  but,  on  the  contraiy,  you  v. ill  be 
<  pleafed  with  my  acquaintance.  I 
4  will  learn  you  whatever  you  are  de- 
4  firous  to  know,  inform  you  of  all 
4  things  which  happen  in  the  world, 
4  and  difcover  to  you  all  the  faults  of 
4  mankind;  I  will  be  your  tutelar  dx- 
4  mon;  you  mall  find  me  much  more 
4  intelligent  than  that  of  Socrates,  and 
4  I  will  make  you  tar  furpals  t!;,t  phi- 
•  !HT  in  wifdom:  in  a  w<u\l,  I 
4  will  beftow  myfelf  on  you,  with  my 
4  good  and  ill  qualitii^;  the  latttr  of 
4  which  (hall  not  be  lei's  advantageous 
4  to  you  than  the  foimcr.' 

4    1'hefe  ate  fine  promifcs,'    replied 
the  Undent;  '  but  you  gentlciueu  devils 


4  are  accufrd  of  not  being  very  rdigieu* 
4  obfervers  ot  what  you  promile  iomti».* 

— '   Ir  is  a  groundleU  charge,'  n-pltcd 
Afinodeus;  '  fume  ui  my  brcihien,  m- 
4  deed,  make  no  fcruple  of  bi< 
4  their  word,  but  I    (not  to  mention 
4  the  fei  vice  you  are  going  to  do  mr, 
4  which  I  can  never  futficiently  repjy) 
4  am  a  Have  to  mine;  and  I   fwear  by 
4  all  that  ic.ikrs  our  oaths  inviolable. 
4  that  I  will  not  deceive  you.     I) 
4  upon  my  ail'urances.     I  promi. 
'  withal,  that  you  fiiall  revenge  your- 
'   fclf  oil   Donna  Thonnfa,  that  per- 
'   fidious  lady,  who  hid    four  n 
4  to  furpiize  and   force  you  to  in  airy 
4  her;  a  circumltance  that  Ihouldpleafe 
4   j'fin.' 

Young  Znmbullo,  charmed  above  all 
with  this  lalt  promile,  to  halten  it's  ac- 
complifhment,  immediately  took  tl'jr 
phial,  and  without  concerning  himself 
what  might  be  the  event  of  it,  he  threw 
it  hard  againlt  the  ground.  It  brolue 
into  a  thoul'ind  pieces,  and  overflowed 
the  floor  with  a  blackifli  liquor,  which 
by  little  and  little  evaporated,  and  con- 
verted itfelf  into  a  thick  fmoke;  which 
diflipating  all  at  once,  the  amazed  ftu- 
dent beheld  the  figure  of  a  man  in  a 
cloak,  about  two  tcet  and  a  half  high, 
reftingontwo  crutches.  This  diini- 
nutive  lame  monlter  had  goat's  legs,  a 
long  vifage,  (harp  chin,  a  yellow  and 
black  complexion,  and  a  very  flat  noJi-j 
his  eyes,  which  feemed  very  little,  re- 
fembled  two  lighted  coals;  his  mouth 
was  extremely  wide,  above  which  were 
two  wretched  red  whiikers,  edjjed  wild 
a  pair  of  unparalleled  lips. 

This  charming  Cupid's  head  w.is 
wrapt  up  in  a  Ibrt  of  turban  of  red 
crape,  fet  off  with  a  plume  of  cocks 
and  peacocks  feathers.  About  his  mxk 
he  wore  a  yellow  jinen  collar,  <m  which 
were  drawn  feveral  models  of  neck- 
laces and  ear  rings.  He  was  J 
in.  a  fliort  white  fattin  coat,  and  girt 
about  with  a  girdle  of  virgin  parch, 
ment,  marked  with  tilifmanical  cha- 
raciers.  On  this  coat  were  painted  fe- 
veral pair  of  women's  ftays  very  ad- 
vantageoufly  fitted  for  the  dif.overy  of 
their  bi tails;  i'carfs,  party-coloured 
aprons,  now  fafhioned  he.ul-drc!; 
various  ibrts,  each  more  extrav 
dun  the  other. 

But  nil  tliti!:  were  nothing  com, 
with   his  cluik,   the  ground  of  which 
was  alib  of  white  fatun:  on  it,  with 
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Indian  ink,  were  drawn  an  infinite 
number  of  figures,  with  fo  much  free- 
dom, and  luch  mafterly  Itrokes,  that 
it  was  natural  enough  to  think  the  de- 
vil had  a  hand  in  it:  on  one  fide  ap- 
peared a  Spanifti  Isdy  covered  with  her 
veil,  teazing  a  ftranger  as  they  were 
walking}  and,  on  the  otberf  a  French 
one  praflifing  new  airs  in  her  glafs,  in 
order  to  try  them  at  a  young  patched 
and  painted  abbot,  who  appeared  at 
her  chamber  door.  Here  a  parcel  of 
Italian  cavaliers  were  Tinging  and  play- 
ing on  the  guitar  under  their  miftrefles 
balconies ;  and  there  a  company  of 
Germans,  all  in  confufion  and  unbut- 
toned, more  intoxicated  with  wine,  and 
begrimed  with  fnuff,  than  your  con- 
ceited French  fops,  furrounding  a  table 
overflowed  with  the  filthy  remains  of 
their  debauch.  In  one  place  was  a 
great  Mahometan  lord  corning  out  of 
the  bath,  andencompafled  liy  all  the  wo- 
men of  his  feragiio,  officiously  croud- 
ing  to  tender  him  their  iervice;  in  ano- 
ther, an  Englifti  gentleman  very  gal- 
lantly prefenting  a  pipe  and  a  pot  of 
beer  to  his  miftrefs. 

There  the  gamefters  were  alfo  won- 
derfully well  reprcfented;  Tome  of  them 
animated  by  a  fpright'y  joy,  heaping 
up  pieces  of  gold  and  iilver  in  their 
hats;  and  others,  broken  am!  reduced 
to  play  upon  honour,  cafting  up  their 
facrilegions  eyes  to  heaven,  and  gnaw- 
ing their  cards  with  deipair.  To  con- 
clude, there  were  as  many  curious 
things  to  be  feen  on  it,  as  on  the  ad- 
mirable buckler  of  the  ion  of  Peleus, 
wiiich  exhaufted  all  Vulcan's  art;  with 
this  difference  betwixt  the  performance 
of  the  two  cripples,  that  the  figures  on 
the  buckler  had  no  relation  to  the  ex- 
ploits of  Achilles,  but  on  the  contrary, 
thofe  on  the  cloak  were  fo  many  fively 
images  of  whatever  was  done  in  the 
world  by  the  fuggdtion  cf  AfYnodeus. 


CHAP.     II. 

IN  WHICH  THE  STORY  OF  ASMO- 
DEUS's  DELIVERANCE  IS  CON- 
TINUED. 


i  E   daemon   obfervjng   that  the 
JL     fight  of  him  did  not  very  agree- 
ably prepofiefs   the   ftudent  in  his  fa- 
vour,   fmiling    faid,    '  Well,    Signior 
'  Don  Cleofas  Leandro  Peiez   Zatn- 


'  bullo,  you  fee  the  charming  god  of 
'  love,  the  fovereign  ruler  of  hearts. 
{  What  do  you  ihink  of  my  beauty 
'  and  air?  do  you  not  take  the  poets 
'  for  excellent  painters?'— '  Why,  re- 
'  ally,'  anf  ered  Cleofas,  '  they  do 
'  flatter  a  little.  You  did  not,  I  fup- 
'  pole,  appear  in  this  lhape  to  Pyfche  ?* 
— '  Doubtlefs  no,'  replied  Afmodeus; 
-'  I  borrowed  the  appearance  of  a  little 
'  French  marquis,  to  make  her  doat 
'  on  me:  vice  mult  always  be  covered 
'  with  a  fair  appearance,  withoutwhich 

*  it  will  never  pleafe.     I  affume  what- 
'  ever  mape  I   will,   and  could   have 
'  fhewed  myfelf  to  you  in  a  finer  ima- 
'  ginary  body;  but  defigning',  without 
'  any   difguife,  to  lay  myfelf  open  to 
'  you,  I  was  willing  that  you  (hould 
'  lee  me  in   a  fhape  bed  foiled  to  the 
'  opinion    which   the  world  entertains 
'  of  me  and  my  functions.' 

'  I  am  not  furprized,'  laid  the  Itu- 
dent,  '  that  you  are  fomewhat  ugly; 
'  pardon,  if  you  plenfe,  the  hnrfhnefs 
'  of  the  term!  the  converfation  which 
'  we  have  had  together  may  admit  of 
4  fome  freedom.  Your  features  are 
'  very  well  proportioned  to  the  idea  I 
'  have  of  you;  but  pray  tell  me  how 
'  you  came  to  be  a  cripple?' 

'  My  lamenefs,'  anfwered  the  devil, 
'  is  owing  to  a  quarrel  I  formerly  had 
'  in  France  with  Pillardoc,  the  devil 
'  of  intereft,  about  one  Manceau,  a 
'  man  of  bufmefs,  and  one  of  the  far- 
c  mers  of  the  revenues:  he  being  very 
'  rich,  we  as  warmly  contefted  who 
'  ihould  have  the  pofTerTion  of  him, 
'  and  fought  it  out  in  the  middle  re- 
'  gion  of  the  air,  from  whence  Pillar- 
'  doc  (being  the  ftronger  of  the  two) 
'  threw  me  down  to  the  earth,  as  the 
'  poets  tell  ye  Jupiter  did  Vulcan;  and 
'  ib,  from  the  reiemblance  of  our  ad- 
'  ventures,  my  comrades  called  me 
'  the  lame  de<vil,  or  the  devil  upon  two 
'  Jlicks;  and  that  nick-name,  which 
f  they  gave  me  in  raillery,  has  (tuck 
'  by  me  ever  fince:  but  though  a  crip- 

*  pie,  lean  yet  go  pretty  nimbly;  you 

*  fhail  be  a  witnels  of  my  agility. 

'  Ti/t,'  adds,  he,  «  let  us  end  this 
'  diicourfe,  and  make  hafte  out  of  the 
'  garret.  It  will  not  be  long  before 
'  the  magician  comes  up  to  labour  at 
'  the  immortality  of  a  beautiful  Sylph 
'  which  nightly  vilits  him  ;  and  if  he 
'  fhould  iurprize  us,  he  would  not  fail 
'  to  commit  me  to  the  bottle  from 
•  «  whence 
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uhrncc  I  camr,  and  confine  you  to    plied  Don  Cleofjsj  4  or  what  have  you 

done  to  draw  down  his  hatred  upon 
yon?'—'  I  crofled  one  of  his  defigns/ 
cplicd  ACmodeus!  '  there  was  a  place 
in  an  academy  void,  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  obtain  for  a  friend  of  his, 
but  I  was  refolved  it  (hould  be  given 
to  another.  The  magician  prepared 
a  talifman,  compofed  of  the  inoft 
powerful  characters  of  the  Cabala; 
but  I  placed  my  man  in  the  lervice 
of  a  great  minifter,  and  his  name 
accordingly  carried  it  from  the  talif- 
man.' 

At  thefe  words  the  daemon  gathered 
up  all  the  pieces  of  the  broken  phial, 
and  after  having  thrown  them  out  of 
the  window,  4  Come,  then/  faid  he  to 
the  ftudent,  '  let  us  make  the  beft  of 
4  our  way;  take  hold  of  the  end  of 
4  my  cloak,  and  fear  nothing/  How- 
ever dangerous  the  offer  appeared  to 
Don  Cleofas,  he  yet  chole  rather  to 
accept  it,  than  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
refentment  of  the  magician;  wherefore 
he  took  as  good  hold  as  he  could  of  the 
devil,  who  carried  him  out  of  tht 
window. 


:  tine.     Let  us  therefore,   in  the 

*  hilt  place,  throw  away  all  the  pieces 
'  of  the  broken  phial,  that  the enchin- 

*  ter    may   not  dilcover  my   enlarge- 
'  mcnt.' 

4  If  he  (hould  find  it  out  after  our 
'  departure/  (aid  Cleofas, '  whar  would 
«  then  be  the  event?' — «  What  would 
4  be  the  event!'  anfwered  the  daemon: 
'  I  find  you  have  not  read  the  treatife 

*  concerning  compulfions.    Alas!  were 
<  I  concealed  at  the  tartheft  part  of  the 
4  eaith,  or  hidden  in  the  region  whete 
4  the  fiery  fahmanders  dwell;  (hould 

*  I  defcend  to  the  (hades  below,  or  the 
4  bottom   of  the  dee  pelt  lea;  I   (hould 

*  not   he  lecured  from  his  refentment. 

*  His  conjurations  are  lo  poweiful,  that 

*  all  hell  trembles  at  them.    In  ihort,  1 
4  cannot  relilt  his  arbitiafy  commands, 
4  but  (hall  be  forced,  much  againlt  my 

*  will,  to  a;i)>eur  before  him,  and  fub- 

*  mit  to  whatever  pains  he  pleafes  to 

*  inflict  on  me.' 

4  If  Co/  replied  the  Itudent,  4 1  very 
«  much  fear  that  our  friendlhip  will  be 
'  of  no  long  dotation;  this  dreadful 

*  necromamer  will  foon  dilcover  your 

*  flight.'—'  I  do  not  know  that/  re- 
plied  the   fpirit,    '  for  we  cannot  tell 
4  what   may    happen.' — '  What/  faid 
Leandro  Perez,  4  aieyoti  not  acquainted 
4  with  futurity?' — 'No,  indeed/  replied 
the  devil,  'we  know  nothing  of  that 

*  matter}  but  thole  who  depend  upon 
4  our  afliltance  are  fine  bubbles;  and, 
4  indeed,  to  this  opinion  aie  to  be  af- 
4  cribed  all  the  fooleries  which  are  im- 
4  pofed  on  women  of  quality  by  for- 

*  tune  tellers  of  both  fexes,  when  they 
4  confult  them  on  future  events.     We 
4  only   know  the  pad  and  the  prefent. 
4   I  do  not  know,    therefore,  whether 
4  the  magician  will  foon  difcover  my 
4  abfence,  but  hope  not;  for  here  be- 
4  ing  feveral  phials  very  like  that  in 
4  which  I  was  inclofed,  he  may  per- 
4  haps  not  mils  a  fingle  one.     1  am 
1  much  in  the   fame  condition  in  his 
'  laboratory,  as   a   law-book  is  in  the 
4  library  of  a  man  of  bufinels;  he  ne- 
4  ver  thinks  of  me,  and  when  he  doth, 
4  he  never  doth  me  the  honour  of  con- 
4  verfmg  with  me.     He  is  the  moft  in- 
4  (blent  enchanter  that   I   know;    for, 
4   during  the  whole  time  that  I  was  his 
4  pi  miner,  he  did  not  once  vouchfafe 

*  to  Ipeak  to  me.' 

4   What  lort  of  fellow  is  this/  re- 


C  H  A  P.     III. 

WHITHER  THE  DEVIL  CARRIED 
DON  CLEOFAS,  AND  WHAT  Hi 
FIRST  SHEWED  HIM. 

ASMODEUS  was  not  in  the  wrong 
when  he  boafted  his  agility;  lie 
cleft  the  air  with  as  much  rapidity  as 
an  arrow  from  a  bow,  and  perched  on 
St.  Saviour's  fteeple.  When  gotten 
on  his  feet,  he  faid  to  Don  Cltofas, 
4  Well,  Signior  Leandro,  when  men 
'  are  in  a  very  uneafy  hobbling  coach, 
4  and  cry  out,  "  Tttis  is  a  coach  for 
44  the  devil!"  do  you  now  think  they 
'  do  us  jultice?' — '  I  think  nothing 
4  can  be  more  unreafonable/  anfwered 
Don  Cleofas  politely,  4  and  am  ready 
4  to  affirm  upon  experience,  that  the 
1  devil's  is  not  only  eafier  than  a  chair, 
4  but  alfo  fo  expeditious,  that  nobody 
4  can  be  tired  on  the  ro.id.' 

«  Very  well/  replied  the  daemon  ; 
4  but  you  do  not  know  why  I  brought 
4  you  hither.  I  intend  from  this  high. 
4  place  to  (hew  you  whatever  is  at  pre- 
4  fent  dump  in  Madrid.  By  my  dia- 
4  bolica!  power  I  will  heave  up  the 
4  roofs  oi  the  houicsj  and,  notwith- 
D  '  Handing 
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«  llanding  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
'  clearly  expofe  to  your  view  whatever 
'  is  now  under  them.'  At  thefewords 
he  only  extended  his  right-hand,  and 
in  an  inftant  all  the  roofs  of  the  houfes 
feemed  removed:  and  the  ftudent  faw 
the  infules  of  them  as  plainly  as  if  it 
had  been  noon  day.  '  As  plainly,'  fays 
Louis  Velez  de  Guevara*,  '  as  you 

*  fee  into  a  pye  whofe  top  is  taken  off.' 
This  view  was  too  furprizing  not  to 

employ  all  his  attention}  his  eyes  ran 
through  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  the 
variety  which  fin  rounded  him  wasfuf- 
ficient  to  engage  his  curiofity  for  a  long 
time.  '  Signior  Student,'  faid  the  dae- 
mon, 'this  con fufion  of  objects,  which 
«  you  furvey  with  fo  much  pleafure,  af- 
'  folds  really  a  very  charming  profpetf; 

*  but,  in  order  to  furnifli  you  with  a 
'  perfect  knowledge  of  human  life,  it 
'  is  neceflary  to   explain  to  you  what 
'  all  thole  people  which  you  fee   are 

*  doing.      I   will  difclofe   to  you  the 
<  fprings  of   their  ac"Uons>   and  their 
«  moft  lecret  thoughts. 

'  Where  (hall  we  begin?  Let  us  ob- 
«  ferve,  firft  of  all,  in  the  houfeon  the 

*  right-hand,  that  old  wretch  telling 
'  his  gold   and  filver.     He  is  a  rich 

*  covetous  citizen.     His  coach,  which 
«  he  had  for  almoft  nothing  at  an  auc- 
'  tion,  of  an  alcade  of  the  court,  is 

*  drawn  by  two  poor  lean  mules  that 
'  are  in  the  ftable,  and  which  he  feeds 
'  according  to  the  laws  of  the  twelve 
'  tables,  that  is,  each  with  a  pound 
'  of  barley  a  day.     He  ufes  them  as 

*  the  Romans  did  their  flaves.     It  is 

*  about  two   years   fince  he   returned 
'  from  the  Indies^  loaded  with  a  vaft 
«  quantity  of  bars  of  gold,  which  he 
'  turned  into  ready -money.     Do  but 

*  admire  with  what  an  eye  of  pleafure 

*  this  fool  furveys  his  riches.     He  is 
'  never  fatisfied  with  looking  at  them. 
«  But  at  the  fame  time  fee  what  is  go- 
'  ing  forward  in  the  chamber  adjoin- 
'  ing.     Do  you  not  fee  two  young  fel- 

*  lows  with  an  old  woman  ?'— - '  Yes,' 
anfwered  Don  Cleofas,  '  I  luppofe  they 
*•  a*e  his  children.'— '  No,'  replied  the 
devil,  '  they  are  his  nephews  and  heirs ; 
'  who   being  impatient  to  divide   his 
*"  fpoils,    are    confulting    a    witch    So 

*  know  when  he  will  die. 

*  In  the  next  houfe  there  Is  a  couple 

*  of  pleafant  pictures  enough.     One  is 


4  a  fuperannuated  coquette  going  to 
'  bed,  after  leaving  her  hair,  eye- 
'  brows,  and  teeth,  on  her  toilets  the 

*  other  is  an  amorous  dotard  of  lixty, 

*  juft    come    from   making  lovej    he 
«  has  already  laid  down  his  eye,  falfe 
«  whilkers,  and  peruke,  which  hid  his 
«  bald  pate,  and  waits  for  his  man  to 
'  'take  off  his  wooden  arm  and  leg,  to 
1  go  to  bed  with  the  reft.* 

'  If  I  may  truft  my  eyes,'  faid  Zam- 
bullo,  '  in  yonder  houfe,  I  fee  a  beau- 
c  tifultall  young  girl,  that  would  make 
'  a  fine  picture:  what  a  charming  air 

*  flie  hasp — '  Very  well,'  replied  the 
cripple:    «  that  beautiful  young  crea- 
«  tuie  you   are   fo  charmed   with,   i« 
'  elcieft  filler  to  the  gallant  that  is  going 
«  to  bed.     One  may  fay,   me  is   the 
'  counter-part    of    that    old  coquette 
'  who   lodges    with   her.     Her  fhape, 

*  which  you  admire,,  is  a  machine,  in 
«  th&  adjusting  of  which  all  the  art  of 
'  the  ableft  mechanicks  has  been  ex- 
«  haufted:  her  breaftsandherlipsare  an- 
«  tificial,  and  not  long  fince  (he  dropped 
>  her  rump  at  church,  in  the  midft  of 

«  the  fermon.  Yet,  as  (he  gives  her- 
«  felf  a  giilifh  air,  (he  has  two  young 
'  fellows  that  ftrive  to  be  in  her  good 
'  graces:  nay,  they  have  even  proceed- 
'  ed  to  blows  for  her.  The  fools!  me- 
c  thinks  I  fee  two  dogs  fighting  for.  a 
'  bone. 

«  Pr'ythee  laugh  with  me  at  the  con- 

*  cert  began  after  a  family  (upper  in  a 
*•  citizen's  houfe  hard  by  there.     They 
4  are  iinging  cantatas;  an  old  coun- 
'  fellor  compofed  the  mufick,  and  the 
'  words  are  a  bailiff's,  who  fets  up  for 
4  making  love;  a  coxcomb  that  makes 
'  veriVs  for  his  own  diverfion,  and  the 
«  punimmentof others.  Thefymphony 
'  conlifts   of  a  bagpipe  and  a  (pinner: 

*  an  old  ungailychoiifterwith  afqueak- 
'  ing  pipe  fings  the  treble,  and  a  young 
'  girl  with  a  very  deep- voice  the  ba.'s!' 

*  — '  Very  pleafant,  indeed!'  crfed  Don 
Cleofas,    laughing.      '  Had   they  in- 
'  tended    to  have   made  a    jeft  of  all 
'  mufick,  they  could  not  have  fucceeded 
«  better.' 

'  Calt  your  eyes  on  that  magnificent 
{  palace,' purfued  the  devil:  «  you  will 
'  there  fee  a  great  lord  laid  in  a  fplen- 
'  did  apartment,  with  a  caflcet  full  of 
1  billets  doux, which  he  isreading  to  lull 
*'  him  afleep-more  voluptuoufly^  They 


*  The  Author  of  the  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  in  Spanifh.. 


*  come 
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come  from  &  lady  whom  he  adores, 
ami  who  puts  him  to  fuch  an   ex- 

*  pence,  that  he  will  loon  be  reduced 
4  to  folicit  tor  a  vice-royalty  to  fupport 

•  hiii 

4  It  every  body  Is  at  reft  in  that  pa- 

•  hoc,   aiul    i-\i!iy  .thing   huflted    ant' 
4  (till   there;    to  make  amends,   every 

•  thing  feems  to  be  in  motion  in  the 

houie  on   the   left-hand.     .Do 

*  you  not  diftinguifh  a  lady  in  a  red 
«  damalk  bnl?    It  is  a  woman  of  qua- 
4  lity,  Donna    Fahula,   who  has   juft 

•  fent  for  a  midwife,  and  is  going  to 
4  )>refent  her  old  hufband,  Don  Tor- 
«  ribio,  whom  you  fee  by  her,  with  an 
4  heir.     Aie  you   not   charmed    with 
«  that  gentleman'*  good-  nature?   The 
'  cries  of  his  dear  moiety  pierce   his 
4  foul  :    he   is    penetrated  with   grief, 
4  and  futfers  as  much  as  (he.     With 

*  what  care  and   earneftnefs  does   he 
4  ftrive  -to   help   her!'  —  '  Really,'  faid 
Leandro,  '  »he  man  is  in  a  great  flutter; 

•  but  I  difccrn  another,  who  feems  to 
'  Heep  very  found  in  the  fame  houfe, 
4  without  being  concerned  at  the  fuc- 
4  eels  of  the   affair.'  —  *  And   yet   he 
4  mould   have   fome   concern,'  replied 
the   cripple,  '  fmce  that   domeHick  is 
4  tlit  firit  caufe  of  all  the  pains  his  lady 
«  fntf 

4  Carry  your  eye  a  little  farther,' 
continued  ht,  4  and  obftrve  that  hy- 
4  pocrite  in  a  low  room,  rubbing  him- 
'  .felf  with  coach-wheel  gieate,  in 

*  order  to  go  to  a  meeting  of  fbrcerers, 
4  this  night,    between   St.  Sebaltian's 
4  and  Fontarabia.     I  would  carry  you 
4  thither  this    minute,  to  oblige  you 
4  with  fo  pleafant  a  diverfion,  it  I  was 

*  not   afraid  of  being  known  by  the 
«  devil  who  perfonates  thegoatthere.' 

4  That  devil  and  you,  then,'  faid  the 
ftudent,  '  are  not  very  good  friends?' 
—  '  No,   I  think  not  indeed,'  anlwered 
Afmodeus:  '  why,  it  is  the  very  fame 
Pillardoc  I  was  mentioning  jult  now. 
The  rafcal  would  mod  certainly  be- 
tray me,  and  inform  our  magician 
of  my  flight.'—  -4  You  have  befides, 
perhaps,    had    fome    fquabble    with 
tii.s  fame  Pillardoc.1  —  '  I  have   !"•,' 
-iilied    the     demon:     '    about     two 


years  ago,  we  had  a  fidh  dil'pute 
about  a  gentleman's  fpn  nt  Paris, 
who  had  ibme  thoughts  of  fettling 
in  the  world.  We  both  pretended 
to  the  difpofal  of  him.  He  would 
..live  nude  him  a  1'acUir,  and  I  would 


<  fain  have  had  him  a  (mart  fellow,  and 
4  made  hi*  fortune  among  the  womenj 
4  but  our  comrades,  to  end  the  dil- 
'  pute,  made  a  rafcally  monk  of  him. 
4  They  then  reconciled  u»,  and  we 
4  embraced— and  from  that  time  be- 
1  came  mortal  foes.* 

•  Let  us  have  done  with  this  belle 
4  a/emblee,*  faid  Don  Cleofas,  '  for  I 
'  have  no  manner  of  curiofity  to  be  at 
'  it;  but  let  us  rather  puriue  our  ex - 
4  amination  of  what  offers  before  .us. 
4  Pray  tell  me  what  mean  thofe  (parks 
4  of  hie  i  flu  ing  out  of  that  cellar?' — 

*  It  is,'  replied  the  devil,'  one  of  the 
1  moft  foolim  amongft  a!,l  the  works  of 
4  men.     The  grave  perfonage  you  fee 
'  in  that  cellar,  at  the  flaming  fur- 
4  nace,    is   an  alchymift,    whofe  rich 
'  patrimony  the  fire  will  confume  by 
4  degrees,  and  he  will  never  find  what 
'  he  fpends  it  in  fearch  of.     For,  be- 
4  tween  you    and  I,  the  philofopher's 
'  ftone  is  no  better  than  a  fine  chimera, 
«  .that  I  m.yfrlf  forged,  to  divert.myfelf 
4  with   human    underftanding,   which 
4  would    pals    the   bounds   prefcribed 
'  to  it. 

4  This  alchymift's  neighbour  is  an 
4  honeft  apoihecary,  who  is  no-  yet 
4  gone  to  bed.  You  fee  him  at  work 
4  in  hisfhopwith  !iis  Hecrepid  wife  and 
4  apprentice.  Do  you  know  what  they 

•  are  doing?     Tne  nufter  is  preparing 
4  a  prolifick  pill  for  an   ol'l    advocate 
4  that  is  to  be  married  to  morrow;  the 
4  man  is  making  a  laxative  decoclion, 
4  and  the   won. an    beating  altringent 
4  drugs  in  u  mortar.' 

4  In  the  houfe  over  againft  the  apo- 
4  thecaiy's,'  laid  Z^mbullo,  '  I  fte  a 
4  man  getting  out  of  b,d,  and  dreffing 
4  in  all  hane.'— 4  Adlo!'  anfwered 
the  fpirit,  *  it  is  a  phyfician  rifing 
4  upon  a  very  prefling  occafion.  He  is 
4  lent  for  to  a  prelate,  who  coughed 
4  twice  or  thrice  after  he  was  gone  to 
4  bed. 

4  Turn  your  eyes  a  litile  farther  to 
4  the  risjht,  and  try  whether,  by  the 
4  dull  lamp  in  that  garret,  you  can 
4  rlilimguifh  a  man  (talking  in  his 
4  (hiit/ — '  Yes,  yes,  I  am  right,* 
cried  the  (Indent,  4  by  the  fame  token 
4  that  I  would  venture  to  draw  you  up 
4  an  inventory  of  the  furniture  in  it. 
4  There  is  nothing  but  a  wretched 
4  (brry  bed,  a  ftool,  a  table,  and  the 
4  dirty  walls  all  over  as  black  as  foot.* 
•»•'  Th^t  lofty-minded  perfon,"  re- 
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plied  Afinodeus,  '  is  a  poet;  and  what 

*  Teems  black  to  you,  are  tragick  verfes 

*  of  his  own  cofnpofition,  with  which 
'  he   has  hung    his  chamber;  for  the 
'  want  of  paper  forces  him  to  wri^ 

*  poems  on  the  walls.' 

4  By  the  hurry  and  Imfy  air  of  his 
<  gait,'  faid  Don  Cieofas,  '  I  fhould 
'  conclude  that  he  was  compofing  feme 
'  piece  of  very  great  importance.' — 

*  You  are  not  in  the  wrong  to  think 
'  lo,'  faid   the  cripple}  '  he  yefterday 

*  gave  thefinifhing  ftroketo  a  tragedy, 
'  entitled  the  Univerfal  Deluge.     He 

*  cannot  be  reproached  with  neglecting 
'  the  unity  of  place,  fmce  all  theicenes 
«  are  laid  in  Noah's  ark. 

'  I  affnre  you  it  is  an  excellent 
'  piece;  for  ail  the  beads  are  there  in- 
'  troduced  talking  as  learnedly  as  fo 
'  many  doclots.  He  intends  to  dedi- 
"•  cate  it,  and  has  already  ipent  fix 
'•  hours  in  working  up  the  epidle  dedi- 

*  catory,   and  is  at  this  moment  got. 
«  ten  to  the  lift  line.     It  may  jtiftly  be 
'  called  a  matter  piece,  for  not  one  of 
'.  the  moral  or  political   virtues,   not 

*  one  of  the  topicks  of  praife  that  can 
'  p-jfltbly  be  beftowed  on  a  man  whole 
'  anceftors  or  his  own  merit  has  ren- 

*  dered    illuftrious,    are   fpared:  never 

*  was    author  fo  prodigally   lavifli  of 

*  his  flatteries.' — '  To  whom  does  he 
'  delign  to   addrefs  fo  hiagnifkent  an 
'  eulogy?'   replied  the  ftudent.      '  He 

*  knows  nothing  of  that  yet,'  anfwered 
the  devil ;  '  he  has  lefr  a  blank  for  the 

*  name,  and  he  is   in   quelt  of  fome 

*  rich   lord,   more  generous  than  the 
'  patrons  to  wlioni  he  has  dedicated  the 

*  former  pieces.     But  people  that  pay 

*  for  dedications  are  very  fcarce  now- 

*  a-days.     Men  of  quality  have  mend- 

*  ed  that  fault,  and  thereby  done  a;j 

*  acceptable    fervice    to    the    publick, 
«  which  before  was  continually  pefter  • 
'  ed  with  wretched  performances;  the 
'  greatelt  part  of  the  books  being  for- 

*  merly  written  for  the  lucre  of  their 
'  dedications. 

*  Now  you  are  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
'  dedications,'  added  the  dxmon,  '  I 
'  muft  give  you  a  very  extraordinary 
'  circurnrtance.  A  lady  at  court, 
1  having  a! 'owed  an  author  to  dedicate 

*  his  woiks  to  her,  refolved  to  fee  the 
'  dedication    before    it    was     printed; 
«  and  not  thinking  it  came  up  to  her 
'  perfections,  took  the  pains  to  com- 
'  pofe  one  of  her  own,  and  lend  it  to 


«  the  author,  to  place  it  before  his 
4  works.' 

4  I  fancy,'  cried  Leandro,  '  I  fee 
4  thieves  breaking  invo  a  houfe  over  a 
1  balcony.' — You  are  not  miltaken,* 
faid  Afmodeus;  *  they  are  houfe- 
*  breakers  getting  into  a  banker's.  Let 
4  us  watch  them,  and  fte  what  they 
4  will  do.  They  are  examining  the 
4  counting- houfe,  and  rummaging 
4  every  where.  But  the  banker  has 
4  been  before-hand  with  them;  he  vef- 
4  terday  made  the  belt  of  his  way  to 
4  Holland,  with  all  the  riches  in  his 
4  coffers.' 

'  Sure,'  faid  rTimbullo,  *  that  is 
'  another  thief  on  a  lilk  ladder  getting 
'  into  a  balcony.' — '  No;  he  i»  not 
'  what  you  lake  him  to  be,'  anfwered 
the  cripple.  'It  is  a  marquis  Icaling 
4  the  chamber  of  a  virgin,  who  is 
4  veiy  willing  to  be  rid  or  that  name. 
4  He  made  her  fome  fuperficial  pro- 
4  miles  of  marriage}  and  me,  not  in 
4  the  Jeaft  diftrutting  his  oaths,  has 
4  yielded :  and  no  wonder;  for,  on 
4  love's  exchange,  your  marqnifles  arc 
4  merchants  of  very  great  reputation.' 

4  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know,'  faid 
the  ihident,  4  what  that  man  in  the 
4  night-govvn  and  cap  is  doing.  He  is 
4  writing  veiy  hard,  and  all  the  while 
4  his  hand  is  guided  by  a  little  black 
4  figure  that  (lands  at  his  elbow.'— 
4  The  man  who  is  writing,'  anfwtred 
the  devil,  '  is  a  cleik  or  regifter  of  a 
4  court;  who,  to  oblige  a  guardian 
4  who  will  return  the  favour,  is  alter- 
4  ing  a  decree  pronounced  in  favour 
4  of  his  pupil;  and  the  little  black 
4  figure  that  guides  his  hand  is  Grif- 
4  fnel,  the  clerk's  devil.' — '  Cut  thii 
4  Griffae!,'  replied  Don  Cieofas,  4  I 
4  fuppofe,  fupplies  this  place  only  as 
4  a  deputy;  for  as  Flagel  is  the 
4  fpirit  of  the  bar,  the  regifters  feem 
4  directly  fubjeft  to  Lis  direction.'— 
4  No,'  replied  AfVnodtus;  '  the  re- 
4  gifters  were  thought  a  botlv  conluier- 
4  able  enough  to  have  a  devil  of  their 
4  own:  and  I  a  flu  re  you  he  has  more 
4  upon  his  hands  than  he  can  com- 
4  pafs. 

4  In  a  citizen's  houfe  next  door  to 
4  the  regifter,  obferve  a  young  lady 
4  on  the  firlt  floor {  flie  is  a  widow, 
4  and  the  man  you  (ee  with  her  is  her 
4  uncle,  who  lives  on  the  fecond.  The 
4  ba/hfulnefs  oi  that  young  widow  de- 
4  faves  your  admiration:  (he  i'ciuples 
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'  receiving  her  (hift  before  her  uncle, 

•  but  retires  into  her  clofet  to  hwe  it 
4   put  on  by  her  gallant,  whom  (he  has 
«   im1dv-n  there. 

•  With  the  regifter  lives  a  relation  of 

•  his,  a  great,  gnMi'y,  bme  graduate, 
'  who  for  joking  h.<s  not  his  fellow  in 

•  the  wold.     Volumnius,  fo  cried  up 

•  by  Cicero,  for  his  fmart,  witty   re- 
«  partees,  did  not  raMiy  fo  agreeably. 
4  This  batchelor,  called  at  Madrid  the 
'  graduate  Dunolb  f,  by  way  of  excel  - 

•  lence,  is  courted  by  all  the  court  and 
4  city  that  make  entertainments.  Every 
«  one  Hrives  who  (hall  have  him;    he 
'  has   a  particular   knack,  of  making 
«  the  gucrts  merry,  and  is  the  very  foul 
'  and  delight  ot  an  entertainment;  fo 

•  that  he  every  day  dines  at  feme  con- 

•  fiderahle  man's  table,  and  never  re- 
'  turns  till   two  in  the  morning.     He 
'  is  now  at  the  Marquis  of  Alcaniza's, 
4  which  happened  purely  by   chance.' 
— '  How  by  c nance?'  interrupted   Le- 
andro.     '  I  will  explain  myielf,'  an- 
fwered  the  devil.     '  About  noon    to- 

•  day  there  were  five  or  fix  coaches  at 

•  the    graduate's    door   from    different 
'  noblemen  that  all  lent  for  him.     He 

•  ordered   their  pages  to  be  fent  up  to 

•  him,  and    taking  a   pack  of  cards, 

•  told  them,  that  fince  he  could  not  ob- 
'  lige  all   their  matters,   and  was   re- 

•  folved  not   to  give  any   preference, 
4  thole  cards  (hould  decide  the  matter, 
'  and  that  he  would  dine  with  the  king 

•  of  clubs.' 

'  What  can  be  the  defign  of  that 
'  cavalier,'  faid  Don  Cleotas,  '  who 
'  is  fitting  at  the  door  on  the  other  fide 
'  the  way?  Does  he  wait  for  the  cham- 
'  bermaid's  Ittting  him  in?'—'  No, 
'  no,'  anfwered  Afmodeus;  '  he  is  a 
4  young  Cartilian  that  is  practiimg 
4  your  lubiime  love  in  form.  He  has 

•  a  mind,   out  of  a  pure  fpirit  of  gal- 
'  lantry,  in  imitation  of  lovers  of  for- 
«  mer  days,  to  pafs  the  night   at  his 
4  miftrefs's  door.    Every  now  and  then 
'  he  thrums  upon  a  milcrable   guittai, 
4  accompanying  it  with   ditties  cf  his 
4  own  cotnpolingj    but  his   Duicinea, 
4   who  lies  on  the  fecond   floor,  wtritH 
4   Ihe  is    liftening  to  his   mutick,  is  all 
4  the  while   bewailing   the  ablence  of 
4  his  rival. 

•  Ltt  us  give  a  look   into  that  new 
'  building  divided  into  two  feparate 


wingt.  In  the  firft  lives  the  owner 
of  it,  that  old  gentleman  who  Come, 
times  walks  about  the  room,  and 
fometimes  finks  into  his  eaTy-chair.* 
— *  Sure,'  faid  Zamhullo,  4  his  head 
mutt  be  taken  up  with  Come  project  of 
importance.  Who  can  this  man  be? 
To  judge  by  the  fplendor  and  riches 
of  his  apartments,  he  mult  be  Come 
grandee  of  the  higheft  rank.'— 
However,'  anfwered  the  devil,  «  he 
is  no  more  than  a  cantador,  but  is 
grown  old  in  places  of  great  profit. 
His  eltate  is  worth  about  four  mil- 
lions; but  his  confcience  fuggefting 
fome  uneafy  reflections  upon  the 
manner  of  his  acquiring  it,  and 
finding  he  mult  (hortly  make  up  his 
accounts  in  the  other  world,  he  is 
grown  fcrupulous,  and  is  thinking 
of  building  a  monaftery,  and  flatten 
himfelf,  that,  after  fo  good  a  work, 
his  mind  will  be  at  reft.  He  has  al- 
ready obtained  leave  to  found  a  con. 
vent;  but  being  firmly  refolved  not 
to  place  any  monks  in  it,  in  whom 
the  virtues  of  chaltity,  fobiiety,  and 
humility,  do  not  eminently  (hine,  he 
is  very  much  puzzled  in  the  choice. 
1  In  the  fecond  wing  lives  a  fair  la- 
dy, who,  after  bathing  in  milk,  is 
jultftept  into  bed.  This  voluptuous 
creature  is  widow  to  a  knight  of  the 
order  of  St.  Jnqucs,  whole  empty  ti- 
tle was  all  the  riches  he  left  her. 
But,  by  good  fortune,  two  coun- 
f-llors  of  the  council  of  Caftile  are 
her  gallants,  who  equally  contribute 
to  the  expences  of  her  houfe.' 
•  Alas!'  cried  the  Ihidenr,  *  the  air 
refoumts  with  (hrieks  and  lamenta- 
tions. Some  lad  accident  mult  have 
happened?'—4  It  is  this,"  laid  the 
pirtt:  4  two  young  gentlemen  were 
playing  at  cards  in  that  gaming- 
houfe,  where  you  fee  fo  many  lamps 
and  candles  lighted  up;  they  gievr 
warm  upon  their  game,  drew  ttttir 
fwords,  and  wounded  each  other 
mortally.  The  eldeft  of  them  is 
married,  the  youngelt  an  only  fon, 
and  they  are  both  expiring;.  The 
wife  of  the  one,  and  t'.ie  father  of 
the  other,  informed  of  ibe  laid  dif- 
alter,  are  jult  come  to  them,  and 
they  fill  the  neighbourhood  wi-h 
their  complaints.  tc  Unfortunate 
4  chile!!"  1'jid  the  father,  addrefling 


•J-  Don: 
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*  hirnfelf  to  his  Ton,,  who  was  paft  hear- 

*  ing  him,  "  how  often  have  I  advifed 
"  thee  to  leave  off  play  ?    how.  often 
•*  have  I    foretold  thee,  that  it  would 
•*  coft  tbee  thy  life?   If  thou  dieft  thus 
"  unfortunately,  I  here  call  Heaven  to 
"  witnefs  it  is  not  my  fault."     As  for 

*  the  poor  wife,  (he  is  running  madf 

*  though    her   huilwnd   hath,    by  his 
«  gaming,   Joft   all    the     fortune     flie 
'  brought  himj    though   he  hath  fold 
'  all   her  jewels,   and    even  her  very 
'  ckaths,  flje  is  inconfolable   for  the 

*  lofs   of  him.     She  is  curfing  cards, 

*  which  have  been  the  caufe  of  it;  (he 

*  is  curling   him  that  invented  them; 

*  ftie  is  GUI  ling  the  gaming- houfe,  and 

*  all  that  live  in  it.' 

'•  I   extremely   pity  people   that  are 

*  raving   mad    for   play,'     faid    Don 
Cleofasj   '  their  minds   are    often  in 
'  fuch  a  horrid  ntuation.    Thank  Hea- 
?  ve»,  I  have  nothing  to  ani'wer   for 
'  upon  account  of  that  vice!' — '  But 

*  yon  have  another  full  as  bad,'  re- 
plied the  devil.     *  Think  you  it  is  at 

*  ait   more  excufable  to  give  yourfelf 
'  op  to  common  proftitutes;   and  was 
'  not  you  this  very  night  in  danger  of 
«  being  killed   by   bullies?    Really,    I 
'  adroire  at  the  folly  of  mankind}  their 
«  own   faults     feem   trifles    to    them, 
'  whereas  they  look  at  thofe  of  Olivers 

*  through  a  naicrofcope. 

*  Let    me   prefent    you   with    fome 

*  more  melancholy  images,'  continued 
Afmodeus.      '  Obferve  that  corpulent 

*  man  flretched  out  upon  a  bed  in  the 
'  hoofe  juft  by  the  gaming-houfe.     It 

*  is  an  unfortunate   canon,   who  juft 
'  now  fell  into  an  apoplexy:   his  ne- 

*  phew  and  niece,   far  from  affording 

*  him  any  afTiftance,  fuffer  him   to  die 

*  for  want  of  it,  and  are   i'eizing   his 

*  beft  effects,  and  conveying  them  to  a 
'  receiver  of  ftolen  goods;  after  which, 

*  they   will    be   wholly   at   Jeifure    to 

*  mourn  and  to  lament. 

'  A  little  farther  you  fee  two  men, 
'  whom  they  are  now  burying:  they 
«  are  two  brothers,  that  were  both  fick 

*  t>f  the  fame  difeaie,   but   took  diffe- 

*  rent  mcafures;    o«e  of  them   relied 

*  with  an  «ntirc  confidence  oa  his  phy- 

*  fician;  the  other  let  nature  take  her 

*  eonrfe  :  yet  they  are  both  deadj    the 

*  former  from  taking  all   the  phyfick 
'  the   doctor    ordered,   and   the    latter 

*  becaufe  he  would  take  nothing.1 

*  This  is  very  perplexing,'  laid  Le- 


andro;  'alas!  what  muft  then  a  poor 

*  fick  man  do?' — '  That  is  more  than 
'  I   can   tell    you,'   replied    the   devil; 
'  I  know  very  well  there  are  fuch  things 
'  as  good  remedies,  but  cannot  fay  whe- 
'  ther  there  are  any  good  phyficians. 

'  Let  us  change  the  fcene,'  conti- 
nued he;  «  I  will  fliew  you  fomething 
'  more  diverting.  Do  not  you  hear  a 
'  frightful  din  in  the  Itreet?  A  widow 

*  of  fixty  has  this  morning  married  3 
'  young    fellow    of    feventeen ;    upon 
'  which   all  the  merry  fellows  in  that 
'  quarter  are  met  together  to  celebrate 

*  the  wedding,  with  the  jangling  con- 
'  cert  of  pots,  frying-pans,  and  ket- 

*  ties.'—'  You  told  me,'   interrupted 
the  ftudent,  «  that  the  making  ridicu- 

*  lous  matches  was  your  province;    yet 
'  you  had  no  hand  in  this.'—'  No,  tru- 

*  ly,'  replied  the  cripple;  «  I  was  far 

*  from  having  any   hand   in  it,    for  I 
'  was  confined}   but  had  I  been  at  li- 

*  berty,  I  would  not  have  meddled   in 

*  it.     This  widow  had  a   fcrupulous 
'  confcience,  and  only  married  to   en- 
'  joy  her  darling  plea/'ures  without  re- 
'  morfe.     I  never  make   fuch    marri- 

*  ages;    I  have  a    much  greater  plea- 

*  fure   in  troubling  confciences,  than 
'  in  fetting  them  at  reft.' 

4  Notwithstanding  the  din    of  this 

*  butlefque  ferenade,'  faid  Zambullo, 

*  I  fancy  I  hear  another  noife.'— — '  Yes/ 
anfwered  the  cripple,  '  it  comes  from, 
'  a  tavern,  where  a  great  greafy  Dutch 
'  captain,    a   French   chorifter,  and  a 

*  German   officer   of  the  guards,  are 
'  finging  a  three -part  fong;  they  have 

*  been  at  it  ever  fince  eight  this  morn- 
'  ing,  and  each  of  them  fancies   it   is 
'  for  the  honour  of  his  country  to  make 
'  the  two  others  drunk. 

'  Throw  your  eyes  a  moment  acrofs 
'  the  way  to  that  houfe  that  ftands  by 
'  itfelf  over  againft  the  canon's;  you 
'  will  fee  three  famous  courtezans  ma- 

*  king  a  debauch  with  three  great  lords 
'  of  the  court.'—'  Ah!    how    pretty 
'  are  they!'    laid    Don     Cleefas.     '  I 
'  do  not  wonder  that  men  of  quality 
'  are  fo  mad   after  them !    how   they 
'  embrace  them !  they   muft  certainly 
'  be  deepiy  in  love  with  them.'—'  How 
'  young  and  unexperienced  are  you!* 
faid    the  fpirit.     '  You  do  not  know 
'  this  fort  of  ladies;   their  hearts  are 

*  more  painted  than  their  faces.  What,. 
'  ever  marks   of  tendernefs  they   ex- 
'  prefs,  yet  they  have   not  the    leali 

'  grain 
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grain  of  it  for  thofe  lords.  They 
cards  the  one  for  a  protection,  and 
the  two  others  for  lettlements.  It  is 
Co  with  all  coquettes;  and  though 
men  very  fairly  ruin  themfelves  for 
them,  they  are  not  the  more  loved 
by  them;  hut,  on  the  contrary,  who- 
ever pays  for  love,  is  treated  like  a 
huSband.  This  is  a  law  in  amorous 
intrigues,  which  I  myfelf  have  efta- 
bliShcd.  But  let  us  leave  thofe  lords 
to  tafte  the  pleafures  they  fo  dearly 
purchafe,  whilst  their  footmen,  who 
wait  for  them  in  the  ftreet,  comfort 
tbemielves  in  the  pleating  expecta- 
tions of  enjoying  them  gratis.* 
•  Pray  do  me  the  favour,'  interrupt- 
d  Leandro  Perez,  '  to  explain  ano- 
ther picture  that  prcients  itfelf  before 
me.  Every  body  is  (till  up  in  that 
great  houle  on  the  left.  What  is 
the  meaning  that  fouie  are  laughing 
ready  to  burSt,  and  others  dancing? 
It  mult  be  feme  great  feftival,  lure.' 

— '  It  is  a  wedding,'  laid  the  cripple; 
and  all  the  Servants  are  making  mer- 
ry; but  within  lefs  than  three  days, 
that  very  palace,  which  you  fee  at 
prefcnt  the  fcene  of  fo  much  joy, 
was  the  houle  of  utmoft  mourning. 
It  is  a  ftory  I  mult  let  you  into;  in- 
deed it  is  fomewhat  long,  but  I  hope 
you  will  not  think  it  tirefome.'  At 

the  fame  time  he  thus  began. 


CHAP.     IV. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  AMOURS 
OF  THE  COUNT  DE  BELFLOR, 
AND  OF  LEONORA  DE  CESPIDES. 

'  'T'HE  Count  De  Belflor,  one  of 
JL  *  the  molt  considerable  lords  of 
the  court,  loved  young  Leonora  de 
Cefpides  to  detraction,  but  never 
intended  to  many  her:  the  daughter 
of  a  private  gentleman  did  not  feem  a 
match  confiderable  enough  for  him, 
for  which  reafon  he  only  propofed  to 
make  a  miltrefs  of  her. 
'  It  was  with  this  defign  that  he  pur- 
fued  her  wherever  (he  went,  and  loft 
no  opportunity  of  difcovering  his 
love,  by  the  extraordinary  refpects 
he  paid  her:  but  he  could  neither 
fpeak  nor  write  to  her,  (he  being  per- 
petually guarded  by  a  fevere  and  vi- 
gilant duenna,  whole  name  was  Ma- 
dam Marcella.  This  drove  hiua  to 


defpair;  and  feeling  his  deSires  irri- 
tated by  the  difficulty  of  attaining 
them,  he  was  continually  projecting 
ways  to  deceive  the  Argus  which 
guarded  his  lo.  On  the  other  fide, 
Leonora,  perceiving  the  count's  te- 
gard  for  her,  could  not  help  being 
touched  with  the  fame  te ndernefs  foe 
him,  which  infenfibly  formed  itfelf 
into  fuch  a  palTion  in  htr  heart,  as  at 
laft  grevr  to  be  extremely  violent. 
I  did  not,  indeed,  augment  it  by  my 
common  temptations,  becaufe  the 
magician,  who  kept  me  prifoner,  de- 
nied me  the  ufe  of  all  my  functions  j 
but  nature,  no  lefs  dangerous  than 
myfelf,  engaged  in  it,  and  that  was 
enough.  And,  indeed,  all  the  diffe- 
rence that  there  is  betwixt  her  and  me 
is,  that  nature  corrupts  hearts  bj 
(low  degrees,  whilft  I  feducc  them 
expcditioufly. 

'  Affairs  were  in  this  pofture,  when 
Leonora    and   her    perpetual  gover- 
nante,  going  one  morning  to  church, 
met  an  old  woman  with  one  of  the 
largeft  firings  of  beads  that  ever  hy- 
pocrify  yet  made.     Acceding  them 
with  a  pleafant,  Smiling  air,  die  thus 
addrefled    herfelf    to    the  duenna— 
'   The  good  God  preferve  you!"  laid 
She;  "  the  holy  peace  be  with  you! 
'  Give     me     leave    to    aSk    whether 
'  you  are  not  Madam  Marcella,  the 
'  cltafte   widow   of  the  late   Signior 
'  Martin    Rofetta  ?"       The    gover- 
nante  having  anfwered — "  Yes;"— 
'  You  are  luckily  met  then,"  repli- 
ed the  old  woman;  "  and   I  am  to 
'  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  at  home 
'  an  old  relation  of  mine,  who  is  very 
1  defuous  to  fpeak  with  you.     He  is 
'  lately  arrived  from  Flanders;  was 
'  your  huSband's  moft  intimate  triend, 
'  and  has  fome  particulars  of  th«  ut- 
c  molt  importance  to  communicate  to 
'  you.     He  had  waited  on  you,  if  he 
"had  not  been  prevented  by  a  fit  of 
'  ficknels,  that  has  reduced  him  to  the 
'  point  of  death.     1   live  not   half  a 
'  Stone's  throw  from  hence;  I  belcech 
'  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  following 
me." 

'  The  governante,  who  wanted  not 

prudence  and  goodlenle,  being  afraid 

of  a  falfe  ftep,  knew  not  what  to  re- 

Itut  the  old  woman,  guef- 

Smg  the  reafon  of  her  unrafmeSs,  laid 

to   her — "  Dear  Madam  Marcella, 

"  you   may  fecurely  rely  upon   mej 

"  my 
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•*  my  name  is  La  Chicona;  the  licen- 
•'  tiate  Margeos  de  Figueroa,  am)  the 

*  curate  Mira  de  Mefqua,  will  anfwer 
e  for  me  as  foon  as  for  their  grand- 

*  mothers .    I  do  not  defire  you  to  come 

*  to  my  houie  for  any  thing  but  your 
'  own  good.     My  relation  is  willing 
'  to  reftore  yoti  a  fum  of  money  which 

*  he    borrowed    of    your    hufband." 
The  very  thoughts  of  rettitution  en- 
gaged Maicella  on  her  fide.    "  Come, 

1  girl,"  laid  (lie  to  Leonora,  "  ret  us 
'  go  fee  this  good  lady's  relation;  to 
•«  vUit  the  tick  is  an  aft  of  charity." 
•*  They  foon  reached  La  Chicona's 
'  bouie;  and  were  led  into  a  lower 
'  room,  where  they  found  a  man  in  bed 

*  with  a  grey  heard,  and  if  he  was  not 

*  really  very  fick,  he  at  lealt  feigned 
«  himfelf  fo.     "  Coufin,"  faid  the  old 

*  woman,   prefenting  to  him  the  go- 

*  vernante,  "  here  is  the  lady  you  de- 
•*  fired  to  fpeak  with,   Madam   Mar- 
"  cella,  the  widow  of  your  friend  Sig- 
**  morMartinRofetta."  Atthefewonis, 
4  the  old  man,  lifting  up  his  head  a  lit- 

*  tie,  ialuted  the  duenna,  and  making 
'  figns  for  her  to  come  nearer  the  btd- 

*  fide,  faid  in  a  feeble  tone,  "  I  thank 
"  Heaven,  dear  Madam  Marcclla,  for 
•'  prolonging  my  life  to  this  moment, 
•'  which  was  the  only  thing  I  defired; 
**  I  feared  I  ihoiild  have  died  without 
•'  the  f'atistaclion  of  i'eeing  you,   and 
"  putting  into  your  own  hands  an  hun- 
"  dredduca's  which  my  intimate  friend, 
*'  your  iate  hufbind,   lent  me,  to  help 
"  me  out  of  an  honourable  quarrel  I 
44  was  formerly  engaged  in  at  Bruges. 
"  Did  he  never  acquaint  you  with  that 
•'  adventure  ?*' 

"  Alas !    no,"     anfwercd    Madam 

*  Marcel'la:    •'  he  never  mentioned  it. 
*'  Gtfd  rclt  his  foul !  lie  was  geneious 
"   enough  to  forget  the  fervices  he  did 
41  his  friends;   and,  very  unlike  thofe 
'**  boafters  who  brag  of  what  they  ne- 

'  verdid,  he  never  told  when  he  oblig- 
•'  ed  any  perfon." — "  He  certainly  had 

*  a   very  great  foul,''  replied  the  old 
man;   '•'  a   truth   which   I  am  more 

'  firmly  engaged  to  believe  than  any 
'  man  elfe;  and  to  prove  it  to  you, 
"  you  muit  give  me  leave  to  relate  the 
{l  aifcir  out  of  which  I  was  ib  happily 
**  extricated  by  his  aili&ance;  but  hav- 
*'  ing  fomething  to  difclofe  of  the  lait 
"  -important  e  with  regard  to  the  me- 
*'  mory  of  the  decealed,  I  iuyuld  be 


"  very  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  re- 
"  vealin?  it  to  his  difcreet  widow 
"  alone. " 

««  Very  well,"  faid  Lt*  Chicona,  "  that 
"  you  may  have  the  better  opportunity 
"  of  difcourfmg  with  her  in  private, 
this  young  lady  and  I  will  retire  to 
my  clofet."    At  thefe  words  Ine  left 
the  duenna  with  the  fick  man,  and 
conducted  Leonora  intoanothercham- 
ber;  where,  without  any  circumlocu- 
tion,   fhe  faid,  "  Fair  Leonora,  the 
'  moments  uie  too  precious  to  be  mif- 
'  pent.     You  know  the  Count  de  Bel- 
'  flor  by  fight;  he  has  long  loved  you, 
'  and  languilhing  dies  for  an  oppor- 
'  tunity  to  tell  you  fo;  but  the  vigi- 
'  lance  and  feverity  of   your  gover- 
'  nante  have  always  hindered  him  from 
'  enjoying  that  fatisfaclion.     In  this 
'  delpair  lie  had  recourfe  to  myinduf- 
'  try,  which   1   have  made  u(e  of  for 
'  him.      The   old   man,    whom  you 
'  have  jull  now  feen,  is  the  count's 

*  young   valet    de  chambre;  and   all 
'  that  hath  been  done  is  only   a  trick 
'  to    deceive    your   governante,    and 
'  draw  you  hither.1' 

*  Thefe  words  were  no  fooner  ended, 
than  the  count,  who  was  concealed 
behind  the  hangings,  appeared,  and 
throwing  himlelf  at  Leonora's  feet, 
'  Madam,"  faid  he,  "  pardon  the  lira - 
'  tagem  of  a  lover  whocould  no  longer 
'  live  without  fpeaking  to  you ;  if  this 
'  obliging  matron  had  not   procured 
'   me  this  opportunity,  I  (hould  have 
'  abandoned  myfelf  to  defpair."  Thefe 
words,  exprelled  with  a  moving  air, 
by  a  pei  ("on  not  at  all  difagreeable  to 
her,  highly  perplexed  Leonora:  me 
continued  fome  time  doubtful  what 
anfwer  flic  ought  to  make;  but  at  laft 
recovering  herfelf,  aud  looking  dif- 
pleafed  at  the  count,  faid,  "  Perhaps 
'   you  believe  yourfelf  very  much  ob- 
'   liged  to  this  officious  lady,  who  has 
'  fo  well  ferved  your  purpoie;  but  her 
'  deiigns  to  ferve  you  fliall  prove  in- 
'  effectual." 

«  At   thefe  words  (he  made  feveid 

fteps  to  get  out  of  the  room ;  but  the 

count  liopped  her:  "  Stay,"  faid  he, 

'  adorable  Leonora!  hear  me  one  mo- 

'  ment;  my   paffion  is  fo  pure  that  it 

'  ought  not  to  alarm  you.    I  own  yoa 

'  have  fome  grounds  to  oppofe  the  ar- 

'  tifice  which  I  have  made  ufe  of  to 

*  cwnverfe  with   you;  but  have  I  nor 

«  till 
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'*  till  this  day  in  vain  endeavoured  to 

ik  n>  you?   I   have  followed  you 

months    to    the   churches, 

'.sand  all  (niblick  places.   I 

"  long  in  vain  w. itched  an  opportunity 

you  how  you  havcch.i 
"  me;  your  cruel,  your  umcilii 
<«  vernels,  has   continually   fin:!. 
«'   my  dcfigns.  Alas!  then,   inftead  of 
"  turning  the  ilrat  i«em  which  I  have 
ed  to  employ  into  a  crime, 
"  commifcrate,  fair  Leonora,  my  fuf- 
"  foin^  all  the  tortures  of  Inch  a  te- 
4«  dious    expectation,   and    judge,  by 
'  your  charms,  the  mortal  pangs  they 
'   h.ive  occafioned." 

'.flor  did  not  forget  to  reinforce 
his  words  with  all  tl>.-  airs  of  per- 
fuafion  which  gillant  men   are  uled 
to  pra&ife'with  fuccefs,  accompany- 
his  words  with  fome  tears;   with 
which  Leonora  began  to  be  touched, 
m  dd'pite  of  her  relblution,  fome 
tender  compaflionate  emotions  began 
to  aiife  in  her  heart;  but,   far  from 
yielding  to  them,  the  more  me  per- 
ceived them  to  grow,  the  more  (he 
prefled  to  be  gone.     "  Count,'1  faid 
(he,  "  all  your  talk  is  in  vain,  I  will 
'  not  hear  you;  do  not  detain  me  any 
1  longer,  hut  let  me  go  out  of  a  houfe 
'  in  which  my  virtue  is  fo  rudely  at- 
'  tacked,  or  by  my  cries  I  will  call  in 
'  all   the   neighbourhood,  and  expofe 
'  your  audacioufnefs  to  the  publick." 
This  flie    \itteredin  fuch  a  refolute 
tone,  that  La  Chicona,  who  was  ob- 
liged to  ftand  in  awe  of  the  rnagi- 
ftraty,  begged  of  the  count   not   to 
pum  things  any  farther.  Upon  which 
he  forbore  cppofmg  Leonora's  inten- 
tion, who  got  out  of  his  hands,  and 
(what  had  never  before  happened  to 
any  virgin)  quitted  the  clofet  as  good 
a  maid  as  (he  entered  it. 
'  She  immediately  flew  to  her  go- 
vernante:    "  Come,  good   matron," 
faid  (he,  "  leave  off  your  foolim  di- 
'  alogue;  we  are  cheated,  let  us  quit 
'  this  dangerous  houfe."—"  What  is 
'  the  matter,  child?"  with  amazement 
anfwered  Madam  Marcella:  "  What 
'   is  the   realbn  of  your  fo  hafty  de- 
'  parture?" — "  I  will   inform  you," 
replied   Leonora;  "  but   let   us   fly, 
*  for  every  minute  I   ftay  here  gives 
'  me    frefh    uneafinefs."       However 
earned  the  duenna  was  to  know  the 
caufe    of   this   hafty  departure,   (he 
could  not  then  be  fa  t  is  fie  J,  but  was 


*  obliged  to  yield  to  the  inftances  of 
'  Leonora.     They  both  went  away  in 
'  a    hurry,  leaving    La  Chicona,  the 
'  count,  and  his  valet  de  chambre,  in 
'  as  great  confulion  as  a  parcel  of  play- 
'  ers  obliged  to  aft  a  piece  that  has  al- 

M  damned  l>y  the  criticks. 
'  When   Leonora  was  got  into  the 
',  with   a   great  deal   of  inward 
1  dilluibance  (lie  began  to  tell  her  go- 

*  vernante  what  palled  in  Li  Chicona's 

*  clofet.     Madam  Marcella  was  very 
•*  attentive;  and  when  they  had  reach- 
Ted  their  own  houfe,  "  I  proteft,  my 
"  daughter,"    laid    (he,    "   I   am  ex- 
"  tiemely  mortified  at  the  thoughts  of 
"  what  you  have  juft  informed  me  of: 
"  How  was  it  poffible  for   me  to  be 
"  ileluJtd  by  that  old  woman?  Atfirft 

I  made  a  difficulty  of  following  her! 

0  that  I  had  continued  in  the  fame 
opinion!  I  ought  to  have  midrufted 
her    flattering    wheedles.       I    have 
committed  a  folly  not  to  be  forgiven 
in  a  perfon  of  my  experience.     Ah, 
why  did  not  you  dilcoyer  this  plot 
wlulft  I  was  at  La  Chicona's  houie! 

1  would  have  fcratched  out  her  eyes> 

:  the  Count  De  Belflor  by  all 
the  names  I  could  have  thought  on^ 
and  tore  off  the  beard  of  the  coun- 
tejfeit  old  man,  who  told,  me  fo 
many  lyes.  But  I  will  this  minute 
return  with  the  money  which  I  re- 
ceived as  a  real  reilitution  of  what  I 
foppofed  my  hufband  had  lent;  and 
if  I  find  them  together,  they  (hall 
not  lofe  by  ftaying  for  me."  Thefe 

woi\ls  ended,  ihe  put  on  her  veil, 
which  (he  had  laid  by,  flew  out,  and 

riiade  the  beft  of  her  way  to  La  Chi- 
cona's houie. 

'  The  count  was  yet  there;  and,  by 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  ftratagem,  re- 
duced almolt  to  defpair.  Another 
would  have  quitted  the  purfuit;  but 
he  was  not  difcoui aged;  for,  with  a 
thoufand  good  qualities,  he  had  one 
very  bad  one,  which  was  the  fuffer- 
inghimfelfto  be  too  much  hurried 
on  by  his  amorous  inclinations. 
Whenever  he  loved  a  lady,  he  was  too 
warm  in  the  purfuit  of  her  favours; 
and,  though  naturally  an  honeft  man, 
he  made  no  fcruple  of  violating  the 
moft  facred  laws  to  accomplish  his 

'  defires.     Confidering,    then,  that   it 
was  impoiTible  for    him   to  gain  his 
end  without  the  afliftance  of  Madam 
Marctlla,    he  refolved  to  leave  no 
£  *  means 
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«  means  unattempted  to  engage  her  in 
«  his  intereft.  He  concluded  that  this 
«  duenna,  how  fevere  foever  fhe  ap- 
«  peared,  was  not  proof  againfl  a  con- 
«  fiderahle  prefent:  and  indeed  bis  opi- 
'  nion  was  not  unjuft,  for  if  there  are 
'  any  fuch  things  as  trufty  governan- 
«  tes,  the  only  reafon  is,  that  the  g;il- 
«  lants  are  not  rich  enough  to  make 

*  fufficient  prefems. 

'  Madam  Marcel  la  was   no    fooner 
'  arrived,  but  finding  thole  ft>e  wifhtd 

*  for  there,  fhe  opened  in  a  very  out- 
'  rageous    manner,  loading  the  count 
'  and   La  Chicona   with  a  million  of 
'  hard    names,  and  made   the  reftitu- 
'  tion-fum  fly  at  the  hend  of  the  valet 
'  de  chambre.     The   count   attempted 
'  to  nppeafe  this  ftorm  with  patience, 
'  and  throwing  him.felf  at  the  ilucnm's 

*  feet,  to  render  the  fcene  rr.ore  rnov- 

4  ing,  he  prefiVd  her  to  take  the  pnrfe 
'  again,  and  offered  her  a  thoufand  pif- 
«  toles  befides,  conjuring  her  to   have 
'  pity  on  him.     As  her  compaflior  had 

*  never  been    fo   powerfully    (Micitid, 
'  Ib  fhe  did  not  prove  inexorable.     She 
'  loon  quitted  her  invectives,  and  com- 

5  paring  the  offered  fum  with  the  mean 
«  recoir.pence  fhe  expected  from   Don 
'  Lewis,   fhe  eafily  found  it  was  more 
'  for  her  intereft  to  draw  Leonora  from 

*  her   duty,    than  preferve    her   in    it; 

*  which  engaged  her,  after  a  few  ccm- 

*  plimental    rtfufals,    to  take    up    the 
'  purfe  again,  acct-pt  the  offer  of  the 
'  thouiand  piitcles,  promife  to  he  fub- 
.*  fcrvient  to  the  count's  pafllon,  and 
'  immediately  prepare   for  a  perfunn- 

*  ance  of  her  promife. 

'  Knowir.g  Leonora  to  be  a  virtu- 

*  ous  young  lady,  (he  very  carefully 

*  avoided  giving  her  the  leafi  fufpicion 

*  of  her  correspondence  with  the  count, 
'  tor  fear  (he  fhould  difcover  it  to  Don 
'  Lewis  her  father;  and  being  refolved 
'  on  more  fubtle  meafures  to  ruin  her, 

*  /he  thus  adclrcfled  herfelf  at  her  re- 
'  turn:   "  Leonora,  I   have  juft    now 
"  fatisfied  my  enraged  mind;  I  found 
'•'  the    three  villainous  deceivers  con- 
"  founded  at  your  courageous  retreat; 
"  I  threatened  La  Chicona  with  your 
"  father's    refentment,  and    the    moft 
*'  rigorous  feverity  of  the  law;  I  cal!- 
"  ed  the  Count  De  Belflor  all  the   ill 
"  names  which  rage  could  fuggeft,  and 
"  hope  that  lord  will  no  more  be  guilty 
"  of"  any  fuch  attempts,  and  that  his 
*'  intrigues  will  no  more  exerciie  iny 


vigilance.  I  thank  Heaven  that, 
by  your  reAdntion,  you  have  efc:< 
the  net  which  was  ipread  for  you. 
I  weep  for  joy;  I  am  ravilhed  to 
think  he  'has  not  been  able  to  gain 
any  advantage  over  you  by  this 
ftratagem;  for  great  lords  make  it 
their  diverfion  to  feduce  young  l.i- 
dies.  Moft  of  thofe  who  value 
themfelves  on  preferving  the  ftn6l- 
eft  degree  of  probity,  arc  not  I'ciu- 
pulcus  or.  this  head,  as  though  the 
difhonouring  of  families  were  no  ill 
a£t.  I  do  not  abfolutely  fay  thai 
the  count  is  a  man  of  this  charaSei, 
nor  that  he  aims  at  deceiving  you; 
we  muft  not  always  judge  ill  of  our 
neighbours,  perhaps  MIS  deiigns  are 
honourable:  though  his  quality  en- 
titles him  to  the  belt  tnaicti  nt  court, 
your  beauty  may  yet  have  made  him 
refolved  to  marry  you;  I  remember 
alfo  in  the  anfwers  he  made  to  the 
hard  words  I  gave  him,  he  hinted  it 
to  me,'' 

"  Wh.it  do  you  fay,  good  govern  - 
ante?"  interrupted  Leonora;  "  if 
he  had  any  fuch  intention,  he  would 
before  now  have  ufkcd  me  of  my  fa- 
ther, who  would  never  have  denied 
a  man  of  his  quality." — "  What 
you  fay  is  Very  juft,"  replied  the 
duenna;  "  I  am  of  your  mind;  the 
courfe  which  the  count  took  is  fu- 
fpicious,  or  rather  his  intentions 
were  ill;  I  am  almoft  in  the  mind 
to  retum  to  him,  and  fcold  at  him 
afrefh."— "  No,  good  Madam/' 
ivplicd  Leonora;  l<itis  better  to  for- 
get what  is  puft,  and  revenge  it  by 
contempt."—"  It  is  true,"  faid 
Marcella,  "  I  think  that  is  the  beft 
way;  you  are  wifer  than  I.  But, 
on  the  other  fide,  let  us  not  judge 
amifs  of  the  count's  fentiments. 
How  do  we  know  but  he  took  that 
courie,  as  the  moft  refined  way  of 
difcovering  his  paflion?  Before  ob- 
taining your  father's  confent,  per- 
haps he  was  fond  of  obtaining  your 
favour,  and  iecuring  your  heart  by 
long  Cervices,  that  your  union  might 
thereby  be  rendered  more  charming. 
If  fo,  my  daughter,  would  it  be  a 
great  crime  to  hearken  to  him?  Un- 
bofom  yourielf,  you  know  my  ten- 
der  affecYion  for  you.  Are  you  fen - 
fible  of  any  alteration  in  favour  of 
the  count?  or  would  you,  if  it  was 
put  to  you,  refufe  to  marry  him?" 

'  At 
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At  this  malicious  queliion  the  too 
1  tonora  call  down  lur  eyes, 
nnd  blulhmg,  owned  lhat  (he  hud  no 
;.n    hiuij  but   modefty  pre- 
vci  :  ither  dil'covcring  lier- 

,   the  duenna  pr«  (led  her  atreflj  to 
•  nothing  from  her.     She,  over- 
by  the  governante's  tt-mler 
p,0i  'iit  on.     "  (JoodMar- 

cilla,"  laid  (he,  "  lince  you  would 
have  me  talk  to  you  as  my  conn- 
ilaiut,  knowtiiat  I  think  Bciflorde- 
It-fvts  to  be  lovtd  :  I  liked  his  mien 
fo  well,  and  wilhal  have  heard  fuch 
an  advantageous  character  of  him, 
that  I  could  not  htlp  being  touched 
with  his  addrefles.  The  indefati- 
gable care  which  you  always  took 
tn  i  ppoie  them,  hath  frequently 
jMven  me  great  uuealinefsj  and  I 
own  that  1  have  filemly  deplored, 
and  in  lome  mealurc  repaid  with  my 
'.he  pains  your  vigilance  has 
forced  him  to  bear.  I  wiil  farther 
own  to  you,  at  this  very  n.omeut, 
that,  inllead  of  hating  him  aiter  this 
rnfh  attempt,  my  heart  againlt  my 
will  excuies  him,  and  throws  the 
fault  on  your  feverity." 
"  Dai:j?hter,"  replied  the  govern- 
ante,  "  lince  you  give  me  leave  to 
believe  his  addrrfles  will  be  ; 
able  to  you,  1  will  manage  tt. 
ver  for  you." — "  I  am  very  knli- 
ble,"  anfwereci  Leonora,  in  a  more 
«ix)ving  tone,  '«  of  the  fervice  you 
are  vvilling  to  rendi-r  me.  If  the 
count  was  not  one  of  the  grandees 
of  the  firft  rank  at  court,  was  he 
only  a  bare  gentleman,  I  mould 
prefer  him  to  ail  men;  but  Ut  us 
not  flatter  ouifclvcs.  fjelflcr  is  a 
grrat  lord,  and  doubtlels  is  dcfion- 
ed  for  one  of  the  greatcil  iicitdles  in 
inc  kingdom.  Do  not  let  us  ex- 
prft  that  lie  will  ever  deCcend  to 
Don  Lewis's  daughter,  v,ho  has 
but  a  mean  fortune  to  tffer  him. 
No,  no,"  adds  (he,  "  he  has  no 
fuch  favourable  thought  of  mt ;  hi.- 
does  not  think  me  worth  bearing  Ins 
name,  and  purfuei  me  only  to  dii- 
honour  me." 

«'  Ah!  wherefore,"  f.u'd  the  duenna, 
will  you  think  he  does  not  love  you 
well  enough  to  many  you?  Love 
daily  works  greater  miracles  than 
that.  You  leem  to  imagine  that 
Heaven  hath  let  an  infinite  durance 
betwixt  the  count  and  you ;  do 
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"  youtfclf  more  juftice,  Leonora:  it 
"  would  not  be  below  him  to  join  his 
"  (online  10  yours;  you  are  of  an  an- 
'  cient  nobie  family,  and  your  alliance 
"  could  never  put  him  to  the  blum. 
"  Since  you  have  Tome  inclinations 
'•  towards  him."  continued  flic,  "  I 
"  mult  t:i!k  with  him:  I  will  exa- 
"  mine  his  intentions;  and  if  I  find 
"  them  fuch  as  they  ought  to  be,  I 
"  will  encourage  them  with  fume 
"  hopes." — "  Oh!  take  care  how  you 
"  do  that,"  replied  Leonora;  "  I  am 
"  of  opinion  y-.»u  ought  not  to  go  in 
"  Ccarcli  of  him  :  if  lie  fhould  fufpcc'l 
"  my  having  any  hand  in  ir,  he  would 
"  ceafe  to  value  me."—"  Oh,  I  am  a 
"  woman  of  ir.ore  addrefs  than  you 
"  imagine,"  replied  Marcel  la.  "  I 
'•  will  begin  with  accufinp  him  of  a 
"  dt-lign  to  fcihice  you  ;  upon  which 
"  he  will  not  fail  to  juftify  himleJf: 
"  I  will  hear  him,  and  fhall  fee  the 
"  event.  In  fhort,  my  daughter,  leave 
"  it  to  me  ;  I'll  manage  your  honour 
"  ns  cautioufly  as  if  it  were  my  own." 

'  The  duenna  went  out  at  the  be- 
'  gi'lnifg  of  tlie  night.  She  found 
•  iielflor  near  Don  Lewis's  houie,  ;»:i.l 
'  gave  him  an  account  of her  diicoUric 
'  with  her  miftrd's,  not  forgetting  to 
'  value  herklf  on  her  conduct  in  the 
'  dikovery  of  the  lady's  paflion  for 
'  him.  Nothing  could  oblige  the  count 
'  more  than  this  news ;  where  for*,  he 
'  kXpreflTed  his  thanks  to  Marcella.  in. 
'  the  molt  (euiibie  ihanner;  that  is, 
'  he  promiled  to  give  her  the  thoufand 
'  pinoles  on  the  nsxt  d,»v,  alluring 
'  himfelf  of  (he  fucceis  of  his  ent^r- 
'  prize;  very  well  knowing,  that  a 
;.n  prcpoiiltfed  is  half  {educed. 
'  They  then  p  irted  very  \vcii  (at  I 
'  with  each  other,  the  duenna  ictuin- 
'  i«g  home. 

*  Leonora,  who  impatiently  expeft- 
'  ed  htr,  afk«d  what  news  (he  had 
'  brought.  '•  The  belt  that  you  couid 
"  ever  hear,"  anfwered  tlie  govern - 
'  ante:  "  all  tliir.gs  fucceed  the  bed 
"  inthewurlJ.  I  have  feen  J|K-  count ; 
'•  I  i.  <n  tell  yon  that  his  intentions  are 
"  not  ill ;  he  has  no  other  dotign  but 
"  tliat  of  marrying  y«u.  Tins  he 
"  fwore  to  me  by  all  that  is  facred 
"  among  men.  You  may  perhaps 
"  imagine  that  I  yithitd  tu  him  upon 
"  this;  l:ut  I  BUtra  you  I  did  not. 
•'  If  you  are  thus  rtfulved,"  fii<l  I, 
'•  why  do  iic-t  you  make  ;hc  ufual  ap- 
K  z  «•  plication 
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««  plication  to  Don  Lewis?" — "Ah! 
(  dear  Marcella,"  anfwered  he,  with- 
out appearing  difturbed  at  this  quef- 
tion,    "  could    you   think   it  proper 
'  for  me  to  obtain  her  father's  good 
'  will,  before  I  was  affured  how  (he 
'  flood  inclined  towards  me;  and,  cori- 
4t  fidering  nothing  but  the  tranfport's 
"  of  a  blind  paflion,  endeavour  tyrari- 
c<  nically  to  obtain  her  of  her  father? 
*'  No;  her  eafe  is  dearer  to  me  than  my 
«'  own  defires;  and  I  am  too  much  a 
"  man  of  honour  to  build  my  happi- 
tf  nefs  on  her  misfortunes." 

"  During  thefe  expreffions  of  his," 

«  continued  the  duenna,  "  I  obierved 

*'  him  with  the  utmoft  attention,   and 

"  employed  all  my  experience  in  dif- 

«'  covering  by   his   eyes  whether  his 

C{  love  was  fo  fincere  as  he  reprefented 

-«'  it.     What   (hall  I  fay!  He  feemed 

"  touched  with  a  real  paffion,   and   I 

«'  with  a  joy  which  without  much  dif- 

*'  ficulty  I  could  not  conceal.    Being 

'  then  Satisfied  with   his   fincerity,  I 

1  thought  it  not  improper  to  glance  at 

'  your  fentiments  with  regard  to  him, 

'  in  order  to  fecure  you  luch  a  con- 

*  fiderable  lover."     "  My  lord,"  laid 

I  to  him,  "  Leonora  hath  no  averfion 

'  to  you;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 

J<  your  addrefles  are  not  infupportable 

'  to  her." — "Great  God!"  exclaimed 

he  then,  all  in  a  rapttire,  "  what  do 

'  I  hear!  Is  it  pofTibie  that  the  charrri- 

'  ing   Leonora   mould   entertain  any 

'  favourable  thoughts  of  me?   How 

"  much  am   I  indebted  to   you,   moft 

*'  obliging  Marcelia,   for  having  rid 

"  me  of  fuch  a  tedious  uncertainty; 

«{  yoa,  who  by  a  continual  oppofition 

•*'  have  loaded  me  with  fo  many  tor- 

««  ments  !    But,  dear  Marcella,  com- 

«c  pleat  my  blifs,  by  obliging  me  with 

«c  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  with  the 

*<  divine    Leonora;    I    will    folemnly 

<«  promife  and  fwear  before  you,  that 

«<  I    will    never   be   any   other's   but 

«  her's." 

«' 'To  this,"  purfued  the  governante, 
«  he  added  yet  more  moving  aflevera- 
«<  tions:  in  fhort,  daughter,  heintreated 
'.««  me  in  fuch  a  preifing  manner  to  pro- 
"  cure  him  a  private  opportunity  of 
•««  fpeaking  to  you,  that  I  could  not 
'««  avoid  promifing  to  accomplifh  it!" 
— "  Ah,  why  did  you  promife  him 
•«'  that?'  replied  Leonora,  fomewhat 
<  difturbed.  "  With  how  much  care 


"  have  you   inculcated   this  doclfirre 
"  into  me,  that  a  prudent  virgin  ought 
induftriourty    to    fhun    all    danger- 
ous conversations!"— "  I    agree  to 
what  you  fay,"  replied  the  duenna, 
'  and  it  is    a  very  good  maxim;   but 
'  you  may  lawfully  difpenfe  with  it 
1  on    this   occafion,     fince    you    may 
look  on  the  count  as  your  hufband.7* 
— "  He   is   not  fo  yet,"   replied  Leo- 
nora;   "   and    I    ought   not    to   fee 
'  him  before  my  father  allows  of  his 
'  fuit." 

'  Madam   Marcella  now  began   to 

repent  the  good  education  (lie  had  be- 

ftowed  on  the  young  lady,  fince  iTie 

found  it   fo  difficult  to  fubdue  her 

virtue.      But  yet  refolved   to  com- 

pafs  her  fend,    coft  what   it  would— 

'  My  dear  Leonora,"    faid  (lie,    "  I 

'  applaud   myfelf  when  I  fee  you  fo 

'  referved.    O happy  fruit  of  my  cares! 

'  You  have  profited  by  all  the  rules  I 

'  have  given  you.    I  am  charmed  with 

'  my  own   work!  But,  my  daughter, 

1  you  exaggerate  what  I  have  taught j 

1  you  ftrain   my  morals  too  feverely, 

4  and  your  virtue  is  indeed  a  little  too 

'  rude.      Though   I    am  fond  of  a 

'  ftrift  feverity,  yet  I  cannot  approve 

'  of  a  brutifh  ill-mannered  caution, 

'  indiftinguiihably    and    indifFcrcntly 

'  levelled  againlt  guilt  and  innocence. 

*  A  virgin  doth  not  abandon  her  vir- 

"  tue,  by  affording  her  ear  to  a  lover 

"  of  the  purity  of  whofe    defms  Die 

"  is  fatisfied;  in   which  cafe  it  is  no 

"  more  criminal  to  anfwer  his  pafiion, 

"  than  it  is  to  be  fenfible  of  it.     De- 

'*  pcnd  upon  me,  Leonora,  I  have  too 

"  much  experience,  and  am  too  deeply 

"  engaged  in  your  interefts,   to  draw 

"  you  into  any  meafuresprejudjcial  to 

"  you." 

"  Alas!  where  would  you  hnve  me 
"  fpeak  with  the  count?"  faid  Leo- 
'  nora.  "  In  your  own  apartment," 
*  replied  the  duenna,  "  for  that  is  the 
"  fafeft  place;  I  will  introduce  him 
"  to-morrow  night." — <(  Good  Mar- 
"  cella,"  replied  Leonora,  "  fhall  I 
"  then  admit  a  man-——"  "  Yes, 
"  you  (hall  admit  him,"  interrupted 
'  the  duenna;  "  it  is  no  fuch  extraor- 
"  dinary  thing  as  you  imagine,  it  is 
"  done  every  day;  and  J  lend  up  my 
*{  wifhes  to  Heaven,  that  the  maidens 
<{  who  receive  fuch  vifits  may  be  for-  • 
«(  lifted  with  as  good  intentions  as 
«'  yours  '. 
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us!  Belides,  what  have  yotl  to 

:>   (lull   not  I    be  with  you?" — 

(her  fliould  fur  prize  us  ?" 

4   replied    Lconorn.      "   N\vcr    diliurb 

in  'h  •  Iraft  about  ilr.it . 
•  t'urm-d  :".  l-'.f.  i-llaj  "  your  father  is 
"  ptrfeclly  furisfied  in  yi'ur  caiidtiil, 
"  knows  my  lul:lity,  :md  repoli-s  an 
'  entire  confidence  in  me."  Upon 
this  Leonora,  being  fo  violently 
pufhed  on  by  the  iluenna,  and  in- 
w:irdly  pitlu,!  by  her  love,  was  no 
longer  able  to  hold  out,  but  yielded 
to  Marcella's  propofal. 
'  The  count  was  immediately  inform- 
ed of  it,  and  fo  joyfully  received  the 
news,  that  he  inltantly  prefented  his 
female  agent  with  five  hundred  pif- 
toles,  and  a  ring  of  the  like  \. 
:>nd  me  accordingly,  finding  him 
fuch  a  ftiicT:  ofaferver  of  his  word', 
refolved  not  to  fail  in  the  perform- 
ance of  her  promt fe.  So  that  next 
night,  as  foon  as  me  imagined  the 
family  r.fleep,  flic  fattened  to  the  bal- 
cony a  filken  ladder  which  the  count 
had  given  her,  and  by  that  means  in- 
1 1  educed  the  impatient  lover  into 
his  milticfs's  apartment. 
'  In  the  mean  while,  the  young  lady 
was  wholly  taken  up  with  a  feries  of 
melancholy  reflexions,  which  very 
much  difturhed  her.  Notwithftand- 
ing  her  inclination  for  the  count, 
and  whatever  her  governante  could 
Ihy,  me  blamed  her  eafy  confent  to  a 
vifit  that-  would  violate  her  duty. 
The  purity  cf  his  intentions  did  not 
make  her  eafy.  To  receive  a  man 
into  her  chamber  by  night,  whofe 
real  lentiments  ihe  was  ignorant  of, 
and  withal  without  her  father's 
knowledge,  feemed  to  her  not  only 
criminal,  but  a  lib  what  might  render 
her  contemptible  in  her  lover's  eyes. 
It  was  this  lall  reflection  which  melt 
tormented  her,  and  Ihe  was  extremely 
full  of  it  when  the  count  entered. 
'  He  immediately  fell  on  his  knees, 
to  thank  her  for  the  favour  (he  >!id 
him.  He  appeared  thoroughly  touch- 
ed with  love  and  acknowledgment, 
and  allured  her  of  his  intentions  to 
marry  her;  but  not  exprefllng  him- 
felf  fo  fatisfaclorily  on  that  head  as 
me  defned— "  Count,"  faid  flic,  <'  I 
'  am  willing  to, believe  you  have  no 
'  other  defign  than  what  you  h:tve 
'  told  me;  but  whatever  aflurances 
'  you  can  give  n.e,  I  (hall  always 
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11  fufpcft  them  till  they  are  authorized 

"  by  my  father's  conlent." — •'  Ma- 

"  dam,"   rmlW:  .    "   1   had 

fince  alkcd  tint,  if  I  had  not 

<-d  theobt.i:  pence 

"  of  your  repofe." — "  I  d  j  not  blame 

'  you  for  not  havin     yet  done  it,"  re- 

'.   Leonora,  "  bu.  even  approve 

1  thefe    more    refined    pun&il.os   of 

'  your  love;  but  nothing   at  prefent 

'  hinders  you,    and  you  muft  fpealc 

'  to  my  father  as  foon  as  pofllble,  or 

"  iclolve  never  to  fee  me  more." 

"  Ah !  why  never  fee  you  more, 
"  charming  Leonora?"  replied  the 
count.  '«  How  little  fenfihle  are 
'  you  of  the  pleafures  of'love !  If  you 
•  knew  what  it  was  to  love  as  well  as 
'  I,  you  would  be  pleafed  with  my 
1  difcloilng  my  pains  in  fecret,  and 
"  at  lead  conceal  them  for  fome  time 
"  from  your  father's  knowledge.  O 
"  how  great  are  the  charms  of  Juch  a 
"  private  correfpondence  betwixt  two 
"  hearts  firmly  united!" — "They  may 
"  prove  fo  to  you,"  faid  Leonora, 
"  but  they  can  be  no  other  than  tor- 
"  ments  to  me.  Such  fubtle  diftinc- 
"  tions  of  tendernefs  very  ill  become 
"  a  virtuous  maiden :  boaft  therefore 
"  no  more  of  the  delights  of  a  guilty 
"  commerce,  which,  if  you  valued 
"  me,  you  would  not  have  ofFeredj 
"  and  if  your  intentions  are  really 
"  fuch  as  you  would  perfuade  me  they 
"  are,  you  ought  from  the  bottom  of 
"  your  foul  to  blame  my  hearing  fuch. 
"  offers  fo  patiently.  But,  alas!"  adds 
'  (he,  letting  fo\\  fome  tears,  "  it  is 
"  to  my  weaknefs  alone  that  this  crime 
"  ought  to  be  imputed  ;  I  have  indeed 
"  deferved  it,  by  doing  what  I  have 
4t  done  for  you." 

"  Adorable   Leonora!"    cried   the 

*  count,  "  you  wrong  me  extremely; 

"   your    too  fcrupulous    virtue   takes 

"  falfd  alarms.    Why  mould  you  fear, 

"  becaufe  I  have  been  fo  happy  as  U> 

"  prevail  on  you  to  favour  my  love, 

"  that  I  fiiould  ceafe  to  value  you? 

"  How  unjuft  is  this!  No,  Madam,  I 

"  am  fenfible  of  the  full  value  of  your 

<  favours;    they   can    n^ver    deprive 

'  you  of  my  elteem;   I  am  therefore 

'  ready  to  do  what  you  expect  of  me, 

'  and    will    fpcak    to    Signior    Don 

'  Lewis  to-morrow.     I  will   ufe  my 

"  utmoft  endeavour  to  obtain  his  con- 

"  fcnt  to  my  happinefs;  but  I  mult 

"  not  omit  telling  you  that  I  fee  but 

««  Imall 
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•«  fmall  hopes  of  it." — "  How  !"  re- 
•  plied  Leonora,  extremely  furpiized, 
"  can  my  father  poflibly  refufe  his 
*'  content  to  a  man  of  your  character 
•'  and  quality  at  court  ?" — "  It  is 
"  that  very  quality  and  character 
"  which  makes  me  fear  a  denial.  You 
"  are  in  a  furprize  at  what  I  lay :  but  I 
"  will  rid  you  t-f  it. 

"  Some  days  paft  the  king  declared 
"  he  was  refolved  to  marry  me.  He 
"  hath  not  yet  named  the  lady  he  de- 
"  fignsmefor;  but  has  only  given  me 
"  to  underftand  that  (he  is  one  of  the 
"  heft  matches  at  court,  and  that  he 
"  is  firmly  bent  upon  it.  Not  know- 
"  ing  at  that  time  what  fentimrnts  you 
"  might  have  with  regard  to  me,  (for 
"  you  very  well  know  that  your  rigo- 
*'  rous  feverity  never  before  allowed 
"  me  an  opportunity  of  difcovering 
'*  myfelf)  I  did  not  fhew  any  averfe- 
«'  nefs  to  obey  his  will.  After  this, 
"  jv:t'ge>  Madam,  whether  Don  Lewis 
*'  would  run  the  rifqueof  the  king's  dif- 
•'  pleafure,  by  accepting  me  for  his  lon- 
•*  in-law." 

"  No,  doubtlefs,"  faid  Leonora;  ft  I 
*'  know  my  father,  how  great  foe" ver  the 
"  advantages  of  your  alliance  might 
"  prove,  would  chuferatherto  renounce 
•'  it,  than  expoitr  himfelf  to  the  king's 
"  difpleafure.  But  if  my  father  fhould 
"  not  oppofe  our  union,  we  mould 
"  not  yet  be  the  happier;  for,  in  fhort, 
"  count,  bow  can  you  give  me  a  hand 
*'  which  the  king  has  engaged  elfe- 

"  where?" "  Madam,"  anfwered 

*  Belflor,  "  I  own  fmcerely,  that  I  at 
"  prefent  labour  under  a  very  great 
"  difficulty  on  that  fide;  but  yet  hope, 
•l  that  by  an  even  and  very  prudent 
"  conduct  with  regard  to  his  Majefty, 
"  I  fhall  fo  well  manage  his  favours 
*'  and  friend/hip  for  me^  as  to  invent 
"  a  way  to  avoid  a  misfortune  with 
«'  which  I  am  fo  unexpecledly  threa- 
11  tened.  You  yourfelf,  beautiful  Leo- 
"  nora,  may  affift  me  herein,  if  you 
«'  think  me  worth  joining  to  you." — 
"  Ah !  in  what  manner,"  faid  fhe, 
"  can  I  contribute  to  the  breaking  off 
"  the  match  which  the  king  has  pro- 
"  pofed  to  you?"—"  Ah,  Madam," 
*  replied  he,  with  a  paflionate  air,  "  if 
•*  you  pleafe  to  receive  my  troth,  which 
"  I  offer  to  plight  to  you,  I  can  prelerve 
"  myfelf  for  you,  without  incurring 
*'  th";  king's  difpleafure. 

C{  Permit,  adorable  Leonora,"  adds 


«  he,  kneeling,  "  that  I  efpoufe  yon 
"  in  the  prefence  of  Madam  Mar- 
"  cella,  and  let  her  be  the  witnefs  of 
"  the  fanclity  of  our  engagement;  by 
"  this  means  I  mall  eafily  efcape  that 
"  miferable  knot  that  is  preparing  for 
"  me:  for  after  that,  whenever  the 
"  king  preffes  me  to  accept  the  lady  he 
'*  defigns  me,  I  have  nothing  to  do 
"  but  proftrate  myfelf  at  the  feet  <>f 
"  my  prince,  and  inform  him  that  I  have 
"  long  loved  and  fecretly  married  you. 
"  However  defirous  hs  may  be  tomar- 
"  ry  me  to  another,  he  is  yet  too  gr.t- 
"  cious  to  fnatch  me  from  her  whom  I 
"  adore,  and  too  jutt  to  offer  this  affront 
"  to  your  family. 

"  What  do  you  think,  difcreetMar- 
"  cella,"   adds  he,    turning  to  (he  go- 
'  vernante,   "  what  is  your  opinion  of 
"  this  projecl,    with  which   lov«  has 
"  this  minute  infpired  me  ?" — '«  I  am 
'  charmed  with  it,"  faid  the  duenna; 
'  it  miift  indeed  be  owned  that  love  is 
'  very   ingenuous!" — "     And   you, 
charming     Leonora,"     replied     the 
count,    "  what  do  you    fay   to    it  ? 
Can  your  heart,  though  armed  wita 
diftruft,  refufe  it's  approbation  ?" — 
No,"  returned  Leonora,  "  provu'.t.l 
you  will  let  my  father  into  the  (e- 
cret;  who,  I  doubt  not,    wiil  )ub- 
fcribeto  what  you  will  have  him." 
"   We  ought  to  be  very  careful  hovr 
we  entrult  this  affair  with  him,"  in- 
terrupted the  wicked  duenna:  "You 
do  not  know  Don  Lewis;   he  is  too 
nice  in  punclilios  of  honour  to  be  af- 
firting  to  iecret  amours:  the  very  pro- 
pofal  of  a  private  marriage  will  of- 
fend  him.     Befules,    his    prudence 
will  not  fail  to  make  him  afraid  of 
the  confequences  of  an  union  which 
feems  to  thwart  the  king's  defigns. 
By  this  indifcreet  ftep  you  will  fill 
him  with  fufpicions,  his  eyes  will  be 
continually  upon  you  in  all  your  ac- 
tions, and  he  will  deprive  you  of  all 
opportunities." 

"  Ah!   I  fhail  then  die  with  grief," 
cried   our    courtier.      "   But,    Ma- 
dam Marcella,"  purfued  he,  affect- 
ing a   melancholy   tone,    "  do   you 
really  believe  that  Don  Lewis  wouid 
rejec"l  the  offer  of  a    private    mar- 
riage ?"»—<'  I  do  not  doubt  it  in  the 
lealt,"    anfwered   the     governante : 
but  grant  that  he  fhould  accept  ir, 
he  is  fo  fcrupuloufly  religious,  that 
he  would  never  yield  to  the  omiifion 
««  of 
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««  oF  any  of   the   ceremonies   of   the 

ichi  and  if  tlu-y  aif  all  performed 
v,  it  will  loon  be  pub- 

Ah,  my  d.-ar  Lec-pori,"  th-n 
4  f.iid  thr  (omit,  :ri.dvii\  1  .ifc'iig  his 
4  iinltuis  s  li.nul  brtwixt  his  own, 
44  mult  we, 'to  litisty  ;i  vain  notion  of 
rum,  expole  ouriclves  to  the 
"  tei  i  i  </t  being  feparated 

ever,    fmce    there  is  no  occahon 
••  for  any  body  Init  you   to  dilpofe  of 
.ii-ll    tome?    The  conicnt  of  a 
father    would     pcihjps    fp>rc 
lome    iincaly    thoughts;     but    fmce 
:    has     mewed   us 
the    impollihility    of    obtaining    it, 
yield   youii'clf  to   my   innocent  do 
.•ceive  my    heait  and    hand, 
and  svhen  it   (hall  he  a   proper  time 
to  inform    Don    Lfwis  of  our  en- 
gagement,     we   will    acquaint    him 
,iy     we    conceited    it."—— 
Well,   count,"    Jiid    Leomi«a,    4'  I 
conicnt,  tiicn,  that  you  do  not  fo  foon 
f peak  to  <  .    l)iu  fi/ii  found 

4  the  king's  mind.  Before  I  receive 
'  your  hand  in  private,  ipeak  to  your 
4  pi  nice,  tell  him  you  have  privately 
4  married  HK;  let  us  endeavour  by 
4  this  faife  confidence—"  4<  O  no, 
'  Mjdam,"  replied  Bdflor,  4<  I  am 
4  too  ;_  r  of  a  lye,  to  dare  to 

'    in  (iiii.-.in   this    hint;  I  cannot  thus 
'   dilTvinlve.      Bf fides,    I    know,   the 
4  king,  if  he  mould  oncedifcoverl  had 
'  deceived  him,  would  never  pardon  me 
1  fo  long  as  he  lived." 
4   I  ftiould  never  have  done,  Signior 
Cleofas,'  continued  the  devil,   4  if  I 
flsould   repeat    verbatim    nil    the  ex- 
preiTions  which  Beiflor  made  ufe  of 
to  leduce  this  young  lady.     Where- 
fore I  mall  only   tell  you,    that  he 
employed  all  the  paflionate  language 
winch   I  fugged  to  men  on  the  like 
occafions,     but   it  was    in  vain;    he 
fwore  he  would  as  foon  as  poflible 
publickly  confirm  the  promile  which 
hejisd    made  in    Iccret,    it   was    in 
vain;  he  called  Heaven  to  witnefs  his 
oaths;    he    could    not  triumph  over 
Leonora's  virtue;  and  day  beingready 
to  appear,  forced  him  again (t  his  will 
to  depart. 

4  The  r.ext  day,  the  duenna,  be- 
lieving her  honour,  or  rather  her 
interelt,  engaged  not  to  abandon  her 
enterprize,  faid  to  Don  Lewis's 
daughter— i"  Leonora,  I  do  not 


"  know  what  to  fay  farther  to  y 
"  find  you  oppofe  the 
44    as  though    it  Ind  nu  oilier   .-in  than 
44  that   of   bare  galLufry.     H>veyou 
*4  not  obferved  fomething  in  his, 
4'  that  difgulls  you?" — "    No,  gooj 
44  Marcel!;i,"  ani'wered  Leonoia;  "OB 
44  the  contrary,   he  never  sippi-.rn-d  fw 
'  amiable,  and  his  <i-. 
4  ed  new  charms  to  me." — "  If  lo," 
replied    the  govern  inte,  "I   do   nut 
'  comprehend     you :     you     are    pn.-- 
\vitli    a    \iolent  inclinutioa 
•    1  -i  him,  and  yet  refufe  to  yield  to  a 
4  thing,  the  neceffity  of  which  has  al- 
'   i  '.•  id y  i-et'ii  represented  to  you." 
44   My  good  Madam,"  replied  Doa 
Lewis's  daughter,  4'  you   have  more 
'  prudence  and  experience  than  I{  but 
1  hnve  you  confidered  thoroughly  the 
4  confequences  which  may  relult  fro;n 
4  a    marriage  conrracled  without  my 
'   f.uher's  knowledge?" — '4  Yes, yes," 
anfwered  the  duenna,  "  I  have  mude 
'  all  necefTai y  reflection  on  that,   aj)d 
1  am   vciy  forry  to  fee  you  fo  obfti- 
(   nately  redft  the  glorious  lettlement 
'  which  fortune  prelents  you.     Have 
1  a  care  your  obduracy  does  not  wc;ny 
'   and  difguft  your  lover,  ;md  be  afraid 
'  lelt  he  /hould  calt  his  eyes  on  the  in. 
1  tertlt  of  his  fortune,  which  the  via* 
1  Icnce  of  his  paiHon    has  made  him 
'  negleft.     Since  he  offers  to  give  you 
1   his   faith,   accept  it  without  farther 
:   d-;!ibt:ration.      liis  word  binds  hinig 
"  than   which   nothing  is  more  1  acred 
to    a   man   of  honour.      Befides,    I 
am    witnefs    that   he   acknowledges 
you  for  his  wife.     Do  not  you  know 
that    fuch   important    evidence    as 
mine  is  lufHcicnt  to  condemn,  in  a 
"  comt  of    jtiiticc,    that    lover    who 
44  (hould  dare  to  perjure  himfelf  ?' 

4  It  was  by  fuch  language  as  this, 
4  that  the  peifidious  Marcella  mocked 
4  Leonora;  who,  iuffering  all  reflec- 
4  tions  of  the  danger  that  threatened 
4  her  to  wear  off,  in  all  fnnplicity,  4 
4  few  days  after,  abandoned  herfelf  to 
4  the  count's  wicked  intentions.  The 
4  duenna  introduced  him  evtry  night 
'  by  the  balcony  into  his  miftrefs'a 
'  apartment,  and  let  him  out  before 
4  day. 

4  One  night,  having  warned  him  to 

4  depart  fomewhat  later  than  ordinary, 

4  and   Aurora     beginning     to     break 

4  through  the  darknefs,  he  haftily  en-» 

deavoured  to  Aide  into  the  nreer, 

<  but 
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but  by  mifchance  fucceeded  fo  ill, 
that  he  got  a  very  fevere  fall. 
'  Don  Lewis  de  Cefpides,  whofe 
bed-chamber  was  under  that  of  his 
daughter,  happening  that  morning 
to  rife  very  early  for  the  difpatch 
of  fome  prefJing  affairs,  heard  the 
count's  fall,  and  opening  his  win- 
dow to  fee  what  was  the  occafion  of 
the  niiife,  perceived  a  man  jr.ft  riferi 
from  the  ground  with  great  difficulty, 
and  Marcella  in  h;Js  daughter's  bal- 
cony bu!y  in  drawing  up  the  iilken 
ladder,  which  the  count  had  not 
made  ib  good  ufe  of  in  his  defcend- 
ing  as  in  his  afcent.  Don  Lewis 
rubbed  his  eyes,  and  at  firft  took 
this  fpe<5tac!e  for  an  iliufion;  bur, 
after  having  confidered  it,  concluded 
that  noth;ng  was  more  real,  and  that 
the  day- light,  imperfeft  as  it  yet 
was,  did  but  too  much  difcover  his 
difgrace. 

*  Confufed  at  the  fatal  fight,  and 
tranfported  by  a  juft  rage,  he  flew 
in  his  night-gown  to  Leonora's  a- 
partment,  with  a  (word  in  one  hand, 
and  a  taper  in  the  other.  He  went 
in  queft  of  her  and  her  governante, 
in  order  to  facrifice  them  both  to  his 
refentment.  He  knocked  at  their 
chamber-door,  and  commanded  them 
to  open  it;  they  knew  his  voice,  and 
trembling  obeyed.  He  entered  with 
a  furious  air,  and  difcovering  his 
naked  fword  to  their  amazed  eyes, 
I  come,"  laid  he,  "to  wafh  away 
with  her  blood  the  infamous  affront 
that  wretch  has  thrown  upon  her 
father,  and  at  the  fame  time  punifh 
the  villainous  governante  that  has 
betrayed  the  truil  I  repoied  in  her." 
'  They  both  fell  upon  their  knees, 
and  the  duenna  began:  "  Signior,'' 
laid  (he,  "  before  we  receive  the 
chaftilement  which  you  have  pre- 
pared, vouchfafeto  hear  us  one  mo- 
ment."— "  Well,  wretch,"  replied 
the  old  gentleman,  «'  I  confent  to 
fufpend  my  vengeance  for  a  minute. 
Speak,  inform  me  of  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  my  misfortunes.  But 
what  do  I  talk  of  all  the  circum- 
ftances  ?  I  know  them  all  but  one, 
and  that  is  the  name  of  that  rafh 
man  who  has  dimonoured  my  fa- 
mily."—  "  Signior,"  replied  Ma- 
dam  Marcella,  "  the  Count  de  Bel- 
ftor  is  the  gentleman  that  hath  done 


it."  —  "  The   Count  de   Belflor !" 

faid  Don  Lewis;   "  where  has  he  feeri 

:   my  daughter?  by  what  means  has  he 

feduced  her?  Conceal  nothing  from 

me." — "  Signior,"  replied  the  go- 
vernante,  "  I  will  repeat  the  whole 

ftory  to  you  with  all  the  fmcerity  I 

am  capable  of." 

'  She  then,  'with  an  infinite  deal  of 
art.  recited  all  dip  expreffions  which 
(he  had  made  Leonora  believe  the 
count  had  uttered  with  regard  to 
her.  She  painted  him  in  the  mod 
lively  colours  of  a  tender,  fcrupu- 
lous,  and  fincere  lover.  But  not 
being  able  to  elude  the  difcovery  of 
the  whole  truth,  (he  was  obliged  to 
tell  it;  but  enhrged  on  the  rcafons 
that  prevailed  with  them  to  conceal 
from  him  the  fecret  marriage,  and 
gave  them  fuch  an  acceptable  turn  as 
appeafedDon  Lewis's  rage.  Which 
me  perfectly  dilcerning,  in  order 
comp.'catly  to  (often  the  old  man — 
Signior,"  faid  (he,  "  this  is  what 
you  defired  to  know:  punifh  us  this 
minute;  plunge  your  fword  in  Le- 
onora's bit-alt.  But  what  do  I  fay  ! 
Leonora  is  innocent;  me  has  only 
followed  the  counfel  of  a  woman 
whom  you  entrufted  with  her  con- 
duel;  wherefore  it  is  me  alone  againlt 
whom  your  fword  mould  point.  It 
is  I  that  hive  introduced  the  count 
into  your  daughter's  apartment,  and 
I  alone  have  tied  the  knot  where- 
with (he  is  bound.  It  is  I  who  have 
winked  at  all  irregularities  in  a 
contract  that  was  not  backed  by 
your  authority,  in  order  to  fecure 
you  a  fon-in- law,  whofe  intereft  you 
know  is  the  channel  through  which 
all  court- favours  at  prefent  pafs.  I 
had  no  other  aim  than  Leonora's 
happinefs,  and  the  advantage  your 
family  may  reap  by  fuch  an  impor- 
tant alliance;  and  indeed  nothing 
lefs  than  an  excefs  of  zeal  to  ferve 
your  houfe  could  draw  me  into  mea- 
fures  that  carry  with  them  fuch  an 
appearance  of  treachery." 
«  While  the  fubtle  Marcella  was 
thus  cajoling  the  old  gentleman,  her 
miftrefs  fhed  no  tears,  but  difcovered 
fuch  a  fenfible  grief  as  he  could  not 
refift.  He  grew  tender,  his  rage 
turned  into  compafTion,  he  dropt  his 
fword,  and  quitting  the  air  of  an  an- 
gry father— "  Ah,  my  daughter'." 
'  faid 
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',  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
'  What  a  fatal  pafTion  is  love!  Alas, 
'  you  are  not  fenfible  of  all  the  rea- 
'  fons  you  have  to  afflift  yourfelf. 
'  The  fhame  alone  that  refults  from 
'  the  prefence  of  a  father  who  has 
'  furprized  you,  muft  unavoidably 
1  draw  tears  from  you!  Befides  which, 
'  you  do  not  yet  forefee  all  the  anxi- 

*  etiet  your  lover  may  perhaps  prepare 
'  fur  you.  And  you,  imprudent  Mar- 
'  cella,  to  what  a  precipice  has  your 
'  indifcreet  zeal  for  my  family  brought 

"  you!   I  acknowledge    that    fuch   a 

"  confiderable  alliance  as  that  of  the 

"  count  might  dazzle  your  eyes,  and 

"  it  is  that  alone  which  excules  you 

"  to  me:    but,  wretch  that  you  arc! 

"  ought  you  not  to  have  diftrtifted  a 

"  lover  of  his  high  quality  ?  The  more 

"  intereft  and  favour  he  can  pretend 

"  to,  the  more    you    ought   to    have 

"  guarded      yourfelf     againft     him. 

4<  Should  he  make  no  fcruple  of  break - 

"  ing   his  faith   with  Leonora,  what 

"  courfe  can  I  take  ?  If  I  implore  the 

"  affiltance  of  the  laws,  a  perfon  of  his 

"  character   would   eaiily  be  able   to 

"  flielter  himfelf  from  their  feverity: 

'  and  I  wifh  that,  continuing  jufl  to 

'  his  oaths,  he  may  prove  willing  to 

1  keep  his  word  with  my  daughter ; 

1  for  if  the  king,  as  you  fay,  defigns 

'  to  oblige  him  to  marry  another  lady, 

'  it  is  much  to  be  feared  his  majefty 

'  will  force  him  to  it  by  virtue  of  his 

*  authority." 

"  O,  Sir!"  interrupted  Leonora, 
'  that  ought  not  to  alarm  you  ;  the 
'  count  has  very  well  affured  us  that 

*  the  king  will  not  commit  fuch  a  vio- 
"  lence  on  his  paffion."— "  I  am  per- 
"  fuaded,"  laid  Marcella,  "  his  ma- 
"  jefty  is  too  fond  of  his  favourite  to 
"  exercife  fuch  a  tyranny  over  him  ; 
*'  and  alfo,  that  he  is  too  generous  to 
"  plunge  into  a  fatal  grief  Don  Lewis 

'  de  Ctfpides,  who  has  fpent  all  his 
'  beft  days  in  the  fervice  of  the  pub- 
'  lick." 

"  Pray  Heaven  it  prove  fo,"  replied 

the  old  gentleman,  fighing,  "  and  that 

'  my  fears  prove  vain  !  I  will  go  to 

'  the  count,  and  defire  him  to  explain 

'  this   affair.      A    father's   eyes    are 

1  piercing,   and  I   fliall  difcover   the 

'  deepeft  recefles  of  his  foul.  If  I  find 

'  him  in  the  difpofition  which  I  wifh, 

'  I  will  pardon  whut  is  paft  >  but," 

adds  he,  in  a  more  refolutc  tone,  "  if 
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'  by  his  difcourfe  I  difcover  a  perfi- 

'  dious   heart,    you    ftvill    both    with 

'  tears  bewail  your  imprudence  in  a 

'  melancholy  retirement  the  remain- 

'  der  of  your  days."  At  thefe  woids 

'  he  put  up  his  fword;   and  !•• 

*  them  to  the  frightful  thoughts  he  had 
'  raife.l  in  them,  returned  to  his  apart- 
'  ment  to  dreis.' 

In  this  part  of  the  ftory  Afmodeus 
was  thus  interrupted  by  the  ftudent : 
'  However  affecting  the  llory  you  aie 
'  telling  me  may  be,  fomethingl  have 
'  my  eyes  upon  prevents  me  from 
'  hearing  you  (b  attentively  as  I  could 

*  wifh.     I   fee  a  very  genteel  woman 
'  between  a  young  and  an  old  man  ; 
'  they  are  all  three,  I  fuppofe,   drink- 
'  ing  exquifite  liquors  ;  and  whilft  the 
'  fond   dotard   is  embracing   her,  the 
'  baggage  flips  her  hand  behind  him; 
'  into  that  of  a  young 'cavalier,  who, 
'  to  be  fure,   is   the  fpaik.'— -'  Quite 
'  the  contrary,'  anfwered  the  cripple; 

*  it  is  her  hufband,  and  the  other  her 

*  lover.     The  old  man  is  a  perfon  of 

*  confequence,   a  commander   of   the 
'  military  order  of  Calatrava,  and  is 
«  ruining  himfelf  for  that  lady,  whofe 

*  hufband  has  a  fmall  poll  at  court; 
'  me  carefles  her  old  Jover  for  intereft, 
'  and  is  falfe  to  him,  in  favour  of  her 

*  hufband,  by  inclination.' 

1  It  is  a  fine  pifture,'  replied  Zam- 
bullo  :  '  but  is  not  the  hufband  a 

*  Frenchman  ?*—  No,'    anfwered   the 
devil,  (  he  is  a  Spaniard.' — «  Oh!  thep, 

*  the  good  city  of  Madrid  has  within 
'  it's    walls    good-natured    hufbands 
'  too;    but  they  do   not  i'warm    here 
'  as  they  do  at  Paris,  which,  without 
'  difpute,  is  the  mod  fruitful  city  in 
'  the  world   in   fuch  inhabitants.'— 

*  Pardon  me,  Signior  Afmodeus,'  faid 
Don  Cleofas,  «  for  breaking  in  upon 
'  the  thread  of  Leonora's  llory.     Go 
1  on  with  it,  I  beg  you,  for  it  pleafes 
'  me  infinitely :  there  is  fach  an  art- 

*  ful  variety    in     the    feducing    this 
'  young  lady,   that  I  im  traulported 
«  with  it.' 

CHAP.    V. 

THE  CONTINUATION  AND  CON- 
CLUSION OF  THE  HISTORY  O? 
THE  COUNT  AND  LEONORA. 

1  1P\ON  Lewis  went  out  early  to 
JL/  '  the  count;  who,  not  fufpeft- 

*  ing  he  was  difcovered,  was  furprized 

F  «  with 
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with  his  vifit.     He  ftept  forward  to 

meet  him  at  his  entrance;  and  after 

having    itifltd    him   with   embraces, 

'  How  great  is  my  joy,"  faid  he,  "  to 

'  lee  Don  Lewis  here  !  Doth  he  come 

'  to  offer  me  an  opportunity  of  ferving 

*{  him  ?"  —  "    My    lord,"   anfwered 

*  Don  Lewis,  "  order,  if  you  pleafe, 
*'  that  we  be  alone." 

'  Belfior  accordingly    did   fo,   and 
'  they  both  fat  down  ;  when  the  old 

*  man  thus  began  :  "  My  lord,"  faid 
4  he,  "  my  honour  and  repofe  require 
"  an  explanation,  which  I  come  to  sfk 
"  of  you  :  I  law  you  this  morning  go 
*'  out  of  Leonora's  apartment ;  flie  has 
«'  confefied  all,  me  has  told  me——1' 
<l  She  has  told  you  that  I  love  her," 
'  interrupted  the  count,    to    avoid    a 

*  difcourie  which  he  was  not  fond  of 

*  hearing ;  "  but  (he  has  but  feebly  ex- 
"  preffed  all  that  I  feel  for  her.     I  am 
«'  enchanted !  She  is  a  lady  all  over 
•'  adorable;  fhe  has  wit,  beauty,  virtue, 
"  no   perfection  is  wanting.     I  have 
*'  been   told  likewife  that  you  have  a 
*'  fon   at  the  univerfity  of  Alcala;  is 
"  he  like  his  fifter?  If  he  hath    her 
"  beauty,   and  refembles  you  in  other 
"  excellences,  he  muft  be  a  compleat 
"  gentleman.     I  die  with  defire  to  fee 
"  him,   and  offer  you  all  my  intereft 
"  to  fei've  him." 

. '«  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  that  of- 
Cl  fer,"  faid  Don  Lewis,  gravely  j  "  but 
"  to  come  to—"  "  He  ought  to  be 
*'  entered  in  the  fervice  immediately," 
'  interrupted  the  count  again:  "I 
*•'  charge  myfelf  with  the  care  of  his 
"  fortune;  I  afiure  you  he  (hall  not 
t(  wait  amongft  the  crowd  of  fubaltern 
"  officers/'—"  Anfwer  me,  count," 
'  replied  the  old  gentleman  haflily, 

*  and    leave    off    your    interruption. 
"  Do  you  defign  to  keep  your  pro- 
"  mife  ?" — "  Yes,   without    doubt," 

*  interrupted   Belflor  the  third   time ; 
**  I  will  keep  my  word  which   I  have 
"  given   you,   to  ftand  by  your    fon 
"  with   all  my  intereft;  depend  upon 
•*<  me ;  I  am  a  fincere  man."—"  It  is 
•'  too  much,"  cried   Cefpides,    rifing 
'  up,     "   after    having    (educed    my 
*'  daughter,  that  you  dare  infult  me; 
"  but  know,  I  am  a  gentleman,  and  the 
"  injury  you  have  done  me  (hall   not 
**  remain  unpunifhed."  Atthefe  words 

*  he  returned  home  with  a  heart  full  of 

*  refentment,     contriving    a    hundred 

*  projects  19  cortjpafs  his  revenge.    As 


foon  as  he  came  home,  he  told  Leo- 
nora  and   Marcella,     very    angrily, 
'  It  was   not  without  ground  that  I 
'  fufpefted  the  count  ;  he  is  a  traitor, 
'  on  whom  I  will   be  revenged  :  and 
e  as  for  you  two,  you  (hall  to-morrow 
'  be  entered  in  a  convent ;  you  have 
'  nothing  to  do  but  prepare  yourfelves, 
'  and  thank  Heaven  my  rage  contents 
'  itfelf  with  that  chaftifement."     He 
then  went  and  locked  himfelf  up  in 
his  clofet,  to  deliberate  what  courfe 
to  take  in  fuch  a  nice  conjuncture. 

*  How   great   was  Leonora's   grief 
when  (he  heard  BeJflor  was  perfidi- 
ous !  She  remained  fome  time  with- 
out motion  ;  a  mortal   palenefs   co- 
vered her  face,   her  fpirLts  fled,  and 
me  fell  motionlefs  into   the  arms  of 
her  governante  5    who,    fearing   (he 
was  dying,  ufed  all  her  endeavours  to 
get  her  out  of  this  fit.     She  fucceed- 
ed  ;  and  Leonora  re-afluming  the  ufe 
of  her  fenfes,   and  feeing  her  gover- 
nante  very  officioufly  helping   her, 

'  How  barbarous  are  you!"  faid  fixe, 
with  a  deep  figh  ;  "  why  did  you 
'  force  me  out  of  the  happy  ftate  iu 
'  which  I  was  ?  I  was  not  then  fenii- 
'  ble  of  the  horror  of  my  fate.  Why 
'  did  you  not  let  me  die  ?  You,  who 
'  well  know  all  the  tormenting  griefs 
'  which  muft  difturb  the  repofe  of  my 
'  life,  wherefore  did  you  keep  me 
'  alive  ?" 

*  Marcella  endeavoured  to  comfort 
her  ;  but  that  only  increafed  her  toc- 
ment.     "  All  your  talk   is    fuper- 

'  fluous,"  cried  Don  Lewis's  daugh- 
ter :    "  I   will  hear  nothing.      Do 
c  not  lofe  your  time  in  attempting  to 
1  abate  my  de(pair;  you  ought  rathei 
'  to  raife  it.     You,  who  have  plunged 
'  me  into  the  abyfs  of  mifery  in  which 
'  I  now  am  ;  it  is  you  who  vouched 
«  for  the  count's  fmcerity;  without 
{  you  I  had  never  yielded   myfelf  to 
1  my   inclinations  for  him,   which  I 
'  fhould   infenfibly  have  conquered  j 
«  or,  however,  at  lealt,  he  would  never 
«  have   been   able  to  have  gained  the 
'  leaft   advantage   over  me.     But    I 
*  will  not,"  continued  me,  "  charge 
'  my  mifery  on  you;  I  accufe  nobody 
'  but  myfelf.     I  ought  not   to  have 
"  followed   your  advice  in  the  accep- 
"  tation   of  a    man's   faith    without 
*'  confulting  my   father.     How  daz- 
"  zling   foever    the    count's    addrefs 
<«  might  appear  to  me,  I  ought  to  have 
«  defpifed 
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1  defpifed  rather  than  have  compH- 
•  inented  it  at  the  expence  of  my  ho- 
!M  Ihoit,  I  ought  to  have 
4  dillrurted  him,  you,  and  myfelf. 
o  I  have  been  fo  weak  as  to  yield 
'  to  his  perfidious  oaths,  after  the 
1  affliction  which  I  have  brought  upon 
1  Don  Lewis,  and  the  diflionour  I 
1  have  done  my  family,  I  hate  myfelf; 
'  and  am  fo  far  from  fearing  the  re- 
'  tirement  with  which  I  am  threaten- 
'  cd,  that  I  am  fond  of  hiding  my 
'  flume  in  the  mod  difmal  retreat  in 
1  the  world." 

'  Thele  paffionate  words  were  not 
only  accompanied  wifh  abundance  of 
tears,    but  me    toie  her  rloaths    in 
pieces,  and  revenged  the  injuftice  of 
her  lover  on  her  beautiful  hair.    The 
duenna,  to  1'uit  herfelf  to  her  mitirefs's 
grief,  did  not  fpare  for  grimaces  and 
diftoried  faces.     She   dropped  fome 
of  thole  tears  (lie  had  always  at  com- 
mand :    (V.e  imprecated  a   thoufand 
curfes  on   mankind   in    general,  and 
the   count   in    particular.      "  Is    it 
pofllhle,"     exclaimed    (he,    "  that 
Belflor,  who  feemed  fo  full  of  juftice 
and   probity,  fliould  prove  fuch   a 
villain  as  to  deceive  us  both  !  I  can- 
not extricate  myfelf  out  of  this  fur- 
'  prize  ;  or,  rather,  I  cannot  perfuade 
'  myfelf  that  it  is  fo." 

"  Really,"  faid  Leonora,  "  when 
"  I  fancy  him  at  my  knees,  what 
"  maiden  would  not  have  trufted  his 
"  tender,  engaging  air;  and  depended 
"  on  oaths  which  he  fo  audacioufly 
"  invoked  Heaven  to  witnefs,  and 
"  thole  tranfports  which  he  inceflantly 
"  repeated  !  Befides,  his  eyes  difcover- 
"  ed  more  love  than  his  mouth  ex- 
"  prefled,  and  the  tery  fight  of  me 
"  feemed  to  charm  him.  No,  he  did  not 
"  deceive  me;  I  cannot  think  it.  My 
"  father  muft  not  have  talked  with  him 
"  fo  difcreetly  as  he  ought ;  they  both 
"  grew  warm,  and  the  count  anfwer- 
"  ed  lefs  like  a  lover  than  a  great  lord. 
"  But,  alas!  perhaps  I  flatter  myfelf. 
"  What  (hall  I  do  to  extricate  myfelf 
*'  out  of  this  uncertainty  ?  I  will  write 
"  to  Belflor,  and  tell  him  that  I  expert 
"  him  here  this  night.  I  am  refolved 
'<  he  (hall  either  fecure  my  alarmed 
"  heart,  or  confirm  his  treachery." 

'  Marcella  applauded  thedefignjaml 
*  was  not  herfelf  without  hope  that 
'  the  count,  ambitious  as  he  was,  yet 
'  touched  by  Leonora's  tears,  might 
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fill  from  his  refolution  in  this  inter- 
view, ami  determine  to  marry  her. 
*  In  the  mean  while,  Bclflor,  hav- 
ing rid  himfelf  of  honeit  Don  Lewis, 
continued  in  his  apartment,  re  Ac  cl- 
ing on  the  conferences  which  might 
re Iti It  from  the  reception  he  had  juft 
given  him.  He  firmly  concluded 
that  the  whole  family  of  the  Cefpides, 
enraged  at  the  injury  done  to  their 
hotilc,  would  fhidy  revenge;  but  that 
did  not  much  diliurb  him,  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  love  much  more  em- 
ployed his  thoughts.  He  imagined 
thnt  Leonora  would  be  put  into  a 
convent  j  or  at  lenft  that  (he  would  be 
kept  fo  ftri6Hy  watched,  that,  in  all 
probability,  he  fliould  never  fee  her 
more.  This  thought  afflifled  him ; 
and  he  was  contriving  how  to  efcape 
this  misfortune,  when  his  valet  de 
chambre  brought  him  a  letter  which 
Marcella  had  juft  put  into  his  hands. 
It  was  a  billet  from  Leonora,  the 
contents  whereof  run  thus  : 


I  Am  to-morrow  to  quit  the  world, 
'<  and  in  a  folitary  retirement 
have  the  horror  of  feeing  myfelf 
difhonoured,  odious  to  my  family 
and  myfelf;  this  is  the  deplorable 
condition  to  which  I  am  reduced  by 
believing  you.  I  expecl  you  oner 
more  this  night.  In  my  defpair  I 
hunt  after  new  torments.  Come 
and  own  to  mv  that  your  heart  had 
no  part  in  any  of  the  oaths  which 
your  lips  fwore  to  me,  or  juftify 
their  fmcerity  by  a  condufl  which 
alone  can  foften  the  rigour  of  my 
fate.  Perhaps  this  meeting  may  be 
attended  with  fome  danger,  after 
what  has  parted  betwixt  you  and 
my  father;  take  care,  therefore,  that 
you  be  accompanied  by  a  friend. 
Though  you  have  occafioned  all  the 
miferies  of  my  life,  I  yet  feel  my- 
felf  concerned  for  yours. 

"  LEONORA.'' 


'  The  count  read  this  letter  twice  or 
thrice  over ;  and  reprefenting  Leo- 
nora in  the  condition  which  me  de- 
fcribed,  he  melted  into  companion. 
He  now  ferioufly  reflected  on  what  he 
had  done;  jultice,  probity  and  ho- 
nour, all  the  laws  which  his  paflion 
had  turned  him  to  the  violation  of,  be- 
F  2  '  gan 
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gan  to  refnme  their  empire  over  him. 
He    fuddenly   found    his    blindnefs 
diffipated,  and,  like  a  man  juft  got 
out  of  a  violent  fever,  blu/hed  at  the 
extravagant  words  and  aclions  which 
had  ef'caped   him;  he   was  afhamed 
of  all  the  bafe  artifices  he  had  ufed  to 
fatisfy  his  defires. 
"  Wretch   that   I   am!"   cried    he, 
what  have  I  done !   What  devil  pof- 
feffed  me !    I  promifed  to  marry  Leo- 
nora ;  I  called  Heaven  to  witnefs  it ; 
I  feigned   that  the  king  propofed  a 
match  to  me  j  I  have  made  ufe  of 
lyes,    peifidioufnefs,  and  facrilege, 
to   corrupt    her   innocence  !   What 
madnefs  has  feized  me!  How  much 
better  had   it  become  me   to   have 
fupprefled  rny  paffion,  inltead  of  fa- 
tUf'ying  it  in  fo  criminal  a  manner  ! 
I  have  {educed  an  innocent  lady, and 
now   abandoned  her  to  the  refent- 
msnts  of  her  relations,  whom  I  have 
.liy  difhonoured,   and  f<>  return 
tlie  happinefs  flie  has  conferred  on 
me  with    a  load  of  mii'eries.    Ah, 
how  barbarous  is  fiich  ingratitude! 
Ought   I   not*  rather   to  repair   the 
difgrace  and    infamy  I   have  done 
her  ?  Yes,  1  ought;  and  I  will,  by 
marrying  her,  difcharge  the  promife 
I  macle  her.     Who  is  there  can  pp- 
pofe  fo  juft    an   intention?    Ought 
her  tendernefs  to   me  to  prejudice 
me  againrt  her  virtue  ?  No:  I  know 
how  much  her  refiftance  coft  me  to 
conqqer  it ;  and   fhe  rather  yielded 
to  my  fworn  faith   than  my  amo- 
rous tranfports.     But,  on  the  other 
fide,    if  I    confine    myielf    to    this 
choice,    I   mall    be   a   confiderable 
fufferer.    I,  who  may  pretend  to  the 
noblcft   and   richelt  heircfTes  in  the 
kingdom,  mall  I  content  myielf  with 
a  private  gentleman's  daughter  of  a 
moderate   fortune!   What  will  the 
court  think  of  me  ?  They  will  fay  I 
have  married  very  ridiculoufiy." 
'  Belflor,  thus  divided  betwixt  love 
and  ambition,  did  not  know  to  which 
to  incline  :   but  though   he  was   not 
yet'refolved  whether  he  fhould  many 
Leonora  or  not,  he  yet  determined 
to  go  to  her  that  evening. 
'  Don    Lewis,    on   the    other  fide, 
paffed  the  day  in  contriving  the  re- 
ftoration  of  his  honour.     The  con- 
junfluje  was  very  nice  j  to  have  ie- 
courfe  to  the  law,  would  be  to  pnb- 
li/h  Irs  difhonour;    befides,   he  very 
much  feared  that  juftice  might  be  on 


one  fide,  and  the  judges  declare  on 
the  other.  He  durft  not  throw  him- 
felf  at  the  king's  feet ;  for,  believing, 
that  prince  deiigned  another  lady  for 
the  count,  he  was  afraid  it  would  be 
in  vain.  No  fatisfaclion  was  then 
left  befuies  that  of  arms,  and  it  was 
this  he  concluded  on. 
*  In  the  heat  of  his  refentment  he 
was  tempted  to  fend  a  challenge  j 
but  beginning  to  confider  that  he 
was  too  old  and  feeble  to  rely  on  his 
own  arm,  he  chofe  rather  to  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  his  fon,  whofe 
pu(hes  might  prove  more  fortunate 
and  fuccefsful.  He  then  fent  afoot- 
man  to  Alcala  with  a  letter  for  his 
fon,  by  which  he  commanded  him 
to  come  immediately  to  Madrid,  to 
revenge  an  injury  done  to  the  family 
of  Cefpides. 

'  Don  Pedro,  his  fon,  is  eighteen 
years  of  age,  perfectly  -  handibme, 
and  fo  brave,  that  he  pafTes  at  Alcala 
for  the  moft  valiant  of  all  the  ftu- 
dents  in  the  univerfity 5  but  you  know 
him,'  adds  the  devil,  '  and  therefore 
it  is  needlefs  in  me  to  enlarge  farther 
en  his  character.' — '  It  is  true,'  faid 
Cleotas,  '  he  has  all  the  valour  and 
merit  which  is  poflfible  to  center  in 
a  young  man.1 

'  He  was  not  then  at  Alcala,  as  his 
father  fuppofed,'  replied  Afmodeus  ; 
but  the  defire  of  feeing  a  lady  whom 
he  loved  had  brought  him  to  Madrid. 
The  laft  time  he  had  been  there  to  fee 
his  relations,  he  made  this  conqueft 
at  the  Prado.  He  did  not  yet  know 
her  name,  for  me  had  obliged  him 
not  to  ufe  any  means  to  inform  him- 
felf;  to  which  cruel  neceffity  he  fub- 
mitted,  though  with  great  difficulty. 
It  was  a  woman  of  quality  who  had  . 
conceived  a  paffion  for  him  ;  and  be- 
lieving flie  ought  to  diftrurt  the  dif- 
cretion  and  conftancy  of  a  ftudenr, 
/he  thought  fit  to  try  him  before  Ihe 
difcovered  herfelf. 

'  This  unknown  fair  took  up  more 
of  his  thoughts  than  Ariftotle's  phi- 
lofophy  ;  and  Alcala  being  fituate 
fo  near  this  city,  he,  as  you  have 
done,  often  played  truant ;  with  this 
only  difference,  that  it  was  for  the 
fake  of  an  object  which  deferred 
much  better  than  your  Donna  Tho- 
mafa.  To  conceal  the  knowledge 
of  his  amorous  journies  from  Don 
Lewis,  his  father,  he  ufed  to  lodge 
at  an  inn  in  the  fuburbs3  where  ha 
«  carefully 
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«  carefully   flickered   himfelf  ui; 

,  iwed  name.  He  never  went  out 
4  but  at  a  certain  hour  in  the  morn- 
'  >ngi  when  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  a 
«  certain  hoiife,  where  the  lady  which 
4  occafioncd  this  negleft  of  his  (Indies 
'  was  fo  kind  as  to  come,  accompanied 
4  by  a  chamber-maid.  He  then  lived 
«  locked  up  in  his  inn  the  reft  of  the 

*  day;   but,  in    requital,   at   night   he 
'  walked  all  over  the  city. 

*  It  happened  one  night  as  he  croflTed  a 
«  bye  ftreet,  he  heard  the  found  of  feveral 

*  voices  and  inltruments,  which  feemed 
'  worth   his   attention;  whereupon  he 
«  ftopped,  and  found  it  to  be  a  ferenade 

*  given  by  a  gentleman  that  was  drunk, 

*  and  naturally  very  hrutifhly  rude.  He 

*  had  no  fooner  difcerned  our  ftudent, 

*  but  he  immediately  ran  to  him,  and 

*  without      any     other     compliment; 
"  Friend,"   faid   he,  in   a  hafty  tone, 
*'  go  about  your  bufinefs,   I  do  not 
"  love  inqnifitive  people."— "  I  might 
"  have   withdrawn,"    anfwered    Don 
4  Pedro,  mocked  at  thefe  words,  "  if 
"  you  had  defired  me  in  a  civiller  man- 
"  ner;  but  I  will  now  ftay  to  teach 

*  you  better  language."—"  We  will 

*  fee  then,"   faid  the   mailer  of  the 
conceit,  drawing  his  fword,  "  which 

«  of  us  two  (hall  yield  the  place  to  the 

'  other." 

4  Don  Pedro  alfo  drew  his  fword, 
and  they  began  to  engage.  Though 
the  mafter  of  the  ferenade  acquitted 
himfelf  with  great  dexterity,  he  could 
not  yet  parry  a  mortal  thruft,  upon 
the  receipt  of  which  he  fell  dead  on 
the  fpot.  All  the  aclors  of  the  con- 
cert, who  had  by  this  time  quitted 
their  mufick,  and  were  drawing  their 
fwords  to  aflill  him,  now  came  on 
to  revenge  his  death.  They  all  at 
once  fell  upon  Don  Pedro,  who  on 
this  occafion  (hewed  his  utmoft  (kill; 
for,  befides  parrying  with  furprizing 
dexterity  all  the  pafles  made  at  him, 
he  himfelf  made  very  vigorous  ones, 
and  at  once  kept  all  his  enemies  em- 
ployed. 

4  But  they  fo  obltinately  perfifting, 
and  their  number  being  too  great, 
as  able  a  fencer  as  he  was,  he  could 
not  have  eicaped  alive,  if  the  Count 
de  Belflor,  who  then  parted  by,  had 
not  taken  his  part.  The  count  want- 
ing neither  courage  nor  a  large  (hare 
of  generofity,  could  not  fee  fo  many 
fwoids  drawn  upon  one  man  witU-. 


*  out   engaging   himfelf  on  his   Me. 
'  He  drew;  and  joining  with  Don  Pc- 
'  dm,    they   pnflicd    lii   biiflcly  at  the 
'  ferenaders,   that  they  all  fled,  lome 
4  wounded,  and  other*  for  fear  of  bc- 
4  ing  fo. 

4  After  their  retreat,  the  ftudent  be- 
'  gan  to  thank  the  count  for  his  aflif- 
'  tance ;  but  Belflor  interrupted  him  : 
"  No  more  of  that,"  laid  he.  «'  You 
"  are  not  wounded?"—"  No,"  repli- 
4  ed  Don  Pedro. — "  Let  us  get  from 
44  this  place,"  replied  the  count;  "  I 
"  fee  you  have  killed  a  man  ;  it  is 
"  dangerous  to  ftay  longer  in  this 
"  (treet ;  you  may  perhaps  be  feized." 
4  Upon  which  they  immediately  mak- 
'  ing  the  beft  of  their  way,  got  into  an- 

*  other    ftreet j   and   when    they   were 
'  advanced   a   good  diftance  from  the 
4  place  where  the/  fought,  they  llop- 
4  ped. 

'  Don  Pedro,  very  fenfibly  influenc- 
'  ed  by  jufl  and  grateful  fentiments,  en- 
'  treated  the  count  not  to  conceal  from 

*  him   the   name   of  a    gentleman   to 
'  whom    he    was    fo   much   obliged. 
4  Belflor  made  no  fcruple  of  telling  it, 
'  and  alfo  defued  to  know  his.     But 

*  the    ftudent,    unwilling  to  difcover 
'  himfelf,  faid  his  name  was  Don  Juan 

*  de  Matos;  and  aflfured  the  count  that 
'  he  would  never  forget  what  he  had 
'  done  for  him.' 

"  I  would  willingly,"  faid  the  counf, 
"  prefent  you  with  an, opportunity  of 
"  difcharging  your  obligation  to  me 
"  this  very  night.  I  am  engaged  to 
"  a  meeting  not  wholly  free  from  dan- 
"  ger,  and  was  going  in  ft  arch  of  a 
"  friend  to  accompany  me.  I  am  fen-- 
"  fible  of  your  valour,  and  therefore, 
"  Don  Juan,  I  defire  your  friendmip." 
— "  Your  feeming  to  doubt  it  renders 
"  me  fomewhat  uneafy,"  replied  the 
'  ftudent.  "  I  do  not  know  how  to  em- 
"  ploy  the  life  which  you  have  faved 
44  better  than  in  expofing  it  for  you. 
"  Let  us  make  hafte;  I  am  ready  to 
"  follow  you."  Belflor  then  con- 
4  dueled  Don  Pedro  to  Don  Lewis's 

*  houfe,  and  by  the  balcony  they  both 
'  entered  Leonora's  apartment.' 

Don  Cleofas  interrupted  the  devil 
here.  '  Signior  Afmodeus,'  faid  he, 
4  how  was  it  poflible  Don  Pedro 
4  mould  not  know  his  father's  houfe  ?* 
— '  That  was  impoflible,'  replied 
the  daemon  ;  '  for  Don  Lewis  had 
«  not  removed  to  this  houfe  above 

*  eight 
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4  tight  days  ;  which  I  defigned  to  have 

*  told  you,    had  not  you   interrupted 

*  me.     You   are  too  hafty,  and   have 
«  got   an  ill   cuftom  of  breaking  the 

*  thread    of   other   people's  difcourfe. 

*  Pray,  correct  that  fault  for  the  fu- 

*  ture.* 

'  Don  Pedro,'  continued   the  devil, 

*  did  not  fo  much   as   fufpecl:  that  he 
4  was     at    his    father's     houfe  ;  nor 
'  thought    fhe    who    introduced    him 
'  was    Madam    Marcella,    by    reafon 

*  fhe  received  him  in  the  dark  in  an 

*  anti-chamber,  where  Belflor  inneat- 
'  ed  his  companion  to  ft?y  as  long  as 
«  he  fliould   remain   with  the  lady:   to 
4  which    the    fhident    confented,    and 

*  fat  down  with  his   naked   fword  in 

*  his    hand    for    fear   of    a    furpiize. 
'  His    thoughts    were    taken   up  with 
'  the  favours  which  he  concluded  love 

*  was  fliowering  on  Belflor,  and  wifh- 

*  ed    himfelf    as    happy   as   he ;    for 
'  though   he  was  not  ill-treated  by  his 
f  unknown    miftrefs,  fhe  had   not  yet 

*  all    the    tendernefs   for   him   which 

*  Leonora  had  for  the  count. 

*  Whilft  he  was  making  all  the  re- 

*  fleclleivs  on  this  adventure  that  could 
'  pofTibly  occur  to  the  mind  of  a  paf- 

*  fionate  lover,  he  heard  a  pcrfon  foft- 

*  Jy  endeavouring  to  open  another  door 
'  befides  that  of  the  lovers,  and  dif- 
4  cerned  a  glimmering  light  through 
'  the  key-hole.    He  haitily  arofe,  made 

*  towards   the: door  that  opened,  and 

*  pre&nted    tli«    point   of    his   naked 

*  fword  to  the  breaft  of  his  father;  for 

*  it  was  he  who  was  going  to  Leono- 

*  ra's  apartment,    to    fee   whether  the 
'  count  was  not  there.     The  good  old 

*  gentleman    did    not    believe,    after 

*  what  had   pafTed,   that  his  daughter 

*  and  Marcella  would  again  venture  to 

*  admit  him,    which    alone  prevented 

*  his  lodging  them  in   another  apr.rt- 

*  rnent.     But  yet  he  was  apt  to  think, 

*  that  before   their   entrance    into   the 

*  convent  on  the  morrow,  they  might 
'  be  willing  to  take  their  laft  leave. 

"  Whoever  thou  art,"  laid  the  ftu- 

*  dent,  "  do  not  enter  this  room,  on 
"   peril   of  thy  life."     At  thefe  words 

*  Don    Lewis   looked   at  Don  Pedro, 

*  whofe  eyes  were   fixed  on  him  with 
<  equal   attention;    fo   that    they    foon 
«  knew  each  other.      "Ah!   my  fon," 

*  laid  the  old  gentleman;  "  with  what 
*'  impatirnre    have   I    expeclod   you  ? 
ci   Why  did  you  not  advertize  me  of 


*'  your  arrival  ?  Were  you  afraid  of 
"  breaking  my  reft  ?  Alas  !  I  am  in- 
"  capable  of  any  repofe  in  the  mife- 
"  rable  condition  in  which  I  at  prefent 
"  am."—"  Oh!  my  father,"  faid  Don. 
'  Pedro,  all  in  confufion,  "  is  it  you 
"  that  I  fee?  Are  not  my  eyes  deceived 
"  by  a  falfe  likenefs  ?"— «  Whence 
"  proceeds  this  furprize  ?"  replied  Don 
'  Lewis  •.  "  are  you  not  at  your  fa- 
"  ther's  houfe  ?  did  I  not  acquaint  you 
"  by  my  letter,  that  eight  days  fince  I 
"  reirroved  hither?" — "  Juft  Heaven!" 
'  replied  the  ftudent,  "  what  do  I  hear? 
"  am  I  then  at  prefent  in  my  fitter's 
"  apartment  ?" 

'  At  thefe  words  the  count,  who 
'  had  heard  the  noife,  and  fuppofcd 
c  that  his  guard  was  attacked,  came 
'  out  of  Leonora's  chamber  with  his 
'  fword  in  his  hand.  The  old  gentle- 
'  man,  diftracled  at  this  fight,  and 
'  (hewing  him  to  his  fon,  cried  out, 
"  This  is  the  audacious  villain  who 
"'  has  robbed  me  of  my  reft,  and  caft 
"  a  fatal  (tain  upon  the  honour  of  our 
"  houfe  ;  let  us  then  revenge  ourfelves, 
"  Jet  us  inltantly  punifh  the  traitor." 
'  Thefe  words  were  no  fooner  out  of 
c  his  mouth,  than  he  drew  his  fword 
'  he  had  under  his  night-gown,  and 
'  began  to  attack  the  count;  but  Don 
'  Pedro  reftrained  him.  "  Stay,  fa- 
"  ther,"  faid  he;  "  I  beg  you  to  mo- 
"  derate  the  tranfports  of  your  rage.'" 
— "  What  do  you  mean,  my  fon  ?'* 
'  anfwered  the  old  man  :  "  why  do 
'  you  hold  my  arm  ?  You  doubtlefs 
"  think  it  is  too  weak  to  revenge  us. 
(C  Well,  then,  take  fatisfaftion  your- 
"  felf  for  the  affront  given  to  our  fa- 
"  mily,  which  is  the  only  reafon  why 
"  I  fent  for  you  to  Madrid.  If  you 
"  fall,  I  will  fecond  you  :  the  count 
"  muft  perifh  by  our  hands,  or  take 
"  away  both  our  lives,  after  having 
"  robbed  us  of  our  honour." 

"  Father,"  replied  Don  Pedro,  "  I 
"  cannot  yield  to  what  your  impa- 
"  ticnce  expeils  of  me.  I  am  fo  very 
"  far  from  attempting  the  count's 
"  life,  that  I  came  hither  to  defend 
"  it;  my  word  is  pafTed  for  it,  and 
"  my  honour  demands  it.— Let  us 
"  then  retire,  my  lord,"  continued 
'  he,  addieffing  himfelf  to  Belflor. 
"  Hah,  bale  wretch!"  interrupted 
'  Don  Lewis,  looking  on  Don  Pedro 
'  with  a  very  angry  air,  "  doft  thou 
"  thyfclf  oppote  tiw  execution  of  a 
<«  vengeanta 
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nee  wherein  all  thy  force  ought 
ive  been  employed  I  My  Ton,  my 
"  own  fon,  correfponds  with  the  per- 
"  fidious  wretch  that  has  feduced  my 
"  d.ui!;htiT :  but  do  npt  think  toefcipe 
44  my  refentment ;  T  will  call  up  all 
41  my  domclticks,  who  lhall  revenge  me 
"  of  his  treachery  and  your  coward- 
"  ice." 

44  Sir,"  replied  Don  Pedro,  "  be 
'«  jufter  to  your  Ion,  and  do  not  call 
"  him  a  coward,  for  he  never  deferved 
"  that  hateful  name.  The  count  has 
"  fawed  my  life  this  night.  He  nro- 
14  pofed  my  going  wijh  him,  wliithcr 
"  I  did  not  know,  but  on  a  certain 
"  appointment.  I  offered  to  mare  the 
"  dangers  he  might  encounter,  with- 
"  out  ever  fufpe&ing  that  my  grati- 
"  tude  would  imprudently  engage  my 
"  arm  againft  the  honour  of  my  fami- 
"  ly.  My  word,  then,  obliges  me  to 
«'  defend  his  life  here;  and  in  fo  do- 
"  ing  I  mall  difcharge  it :  not  that  I 
«*  am  lefs  fenfibly  touched  with  the 
"  injury  he  has  done  our  family ;  and 
"  to-morrow  you  fhall  fee  me  as  eager 
•*  to  fhed  his  blood,  as  you  now  fee 
««  me  zealous  in  the  prefervarion  of  his 
«  life." 

*    The  count,     who    had    hitherto 

*  remained   filent,     being    thoroughly 

*  ftruck  with  the  amazing  circumltan- 
'  ces  of  this  adventure,   now  fpoke : 
"  Perhaps,"  faid  he,  addrelling  him- 
'  felf  to  Don  Pedro,  "  you  may  meet 
"  with  but  indifferent  fuccefs  in   re- 
"  venging    this   injury    by    force    of 
41  arms  :   I  %vill  offer  you  a  furer  way 
"  of  re-eftablifhing  your  honour.     I 
"  freely  own  to  you,  that  till  this  day 
*'  I  never  defigned  to  marry  Leonora  ; 
"  but  I  this  morning  received  a  letter 
*'  from  her,  wherewith  I  was  fenfibly 
"  touched:  her  tears  have  juft  com- 
"  pleated  the  work,  and  the  happinefs 
"  of  being  her  huiband  is  at  pident 
"  theutmoltof  my  delires."— "  If  the 
•'  king   defigns    you    another  wife," 
'  faid  Don  Lewis,   "  how  will  you  dif- 
"  penfe  with — "     "  The  king  never 
"  propofed  any  match  to  me,"  inter- 

*  ruptcd  Belflor,   bluming.     "  Pray, 
14  pardon  that  ficTion  in  a  man  whofe 
44  reafon  was  over  powered   by  love. 
'*  It  is  a  crime  which  the  violence  of 
"  my  paflion  hinricd  me  on  to  com- 
"  mit,  and  which  I  txmate  bv  con- 
«•  fcffing  it.'* 
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"  My  loid,"  replied  the  old  gen- 
'  tlcman,     "    after    an    atknowlcdg- 
"  mcnt  lo  fuit.ible  to  a  great  mind,   I 
"  no  longer   doulit  your  (incei  ity :    I 
'  fee  you   aic  refolved  cfftclually  to 
(  repair  the  injury  we  have  received, 
'  and    my  anger  yields   to  the  aflur- 
1  ances  you  have  given  me  :  permit 
'  roe  then  to  forget  my  refcntment  ia 
1   your  amis."     At  thefe  words,   he 
ran  to  the  count,  who  flew  to  pre- 
vent him.     They  mutually  embraced 
feveral   times  ;    and  Beiflor   turning 
himielf  to  Don  Pedro,   "  And  you, 
'  the  counterfeit  Don  Juan,"  faid  he, 
'  you  have  gained  my  efleem  by  an 
unparalleled    valour     and    a    noble 
'  mind;   allow  me  to  vow  a   fincere 
'  fraternal   friendship    to  you."     At 
thefe   words   he  embraced  Don  Pe- 
dro, who  receiving  his  careiTes  with 
a  fubmiflive  and  refpeftful  air,  thus 
anfwered  him  :    "  My  lord,   in  pro- 
'  mifing  me  fuch  a  valuable  friend - 
'  (hip,  you  engage  mine;  and  I  intreat 
'  that  you  would  always  conclude  me 
'  one  who  will  continue  devoted  to  the 
'  end  of  my  life." 

«  In  the  mean  while,  Leonora,  who 
was  listening  all  the  time  at  the 
chamber-door,  did  not  lofe  one  word 
of  all  they  faid.  She  was  at  firft 
tempted  to  throw  herfelf  on  the  mid- 
dle of  the  fwords,  without  knowing 
v.  h v  j  hut  Maicella  prevented  her  : 
and  when  that  dextrous  duenna  per- 
ceived all  things  likely  to  end  fo 
amicably,  me  concluded  that  her 
prefence,  and  that  of  her  millrefs, 
would  not  prejudice  the  accommo- 
dation :  whereupon  they  both  ap- 
peared with  their  handkerchiefs  ia 
their  hands,  and,  weeping,  ran  to 
proftrate  themfelves  at  Don  Lewis's 
feet.  They  feared,  and  not  without 
reafon,  after  their  being  furpmcd 
hit  night,  that  the  old  gentleman's 
anger  might  return  ;  but  raifing 
Leonora,  he  faid,  "  Daughter,  dry 
'  up  your  tears;  I  will  not  blame  you 
'  any  more,  fjnce  your  lover  has  re- 
'  folved  to  keep  the  faith  which  he 
'  has  fworn  to  you.  I  confcnt  to  for- 
1  get  what  is  paft." 

"  Yes,  Dun  Lewis,"  f.iid  the  count, 
"  I  will  nK'.rry  Leonora ;  and  yet  moic 
««  effectually  to  repair  the  injury  I 
"  have  done  you,  to  IMVC  yon  uu  tntite 
"  faiisfaftiuu,  and  your  fon'3  pledge 
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««  of  my  friendship  for  him,  I  offer 
"  him  my  fifter  Eugenia." — "  Ah  ! 
'«  my  lord,"  cried  Don  Lewis,  in  a 

*  rapture,    "  how  fenfible  am  I  of  the 
«'  honour  you  do  my  fon  !    What  fa- 
•'  ther  was  ever  happier  !    You  now 
"  mower  as  much  joy  on  me,  as  be- 
"  fore  you  loaded  me  with  forrow!" 

'  Though  the  old  man  was  charmed 
«  with  the  count's  offer,  yet  Don  Pedro 
'  was  not ;  being  wholly  taken  up  with 

*  the  thought  of  his  unknown  lady, 

*  he  was  fo  difturbed  and  confufed,  that 

*  he   could   not   fay  one  word.     But 
«  Belflor,  without  regarding  his  trou- 

*  ble,  departed;  telling  them  he  would 

*  order  all  the  neceffary  preparations 
«  to  be  made  for  this  double  union,  and 

*  alluring  them  that  he  was  impatient 
«  till  he  was  fixed  to  them  by  thofe  drift 

*  bonds. 

*  After  his  departure,  Don  Lewis 
'  left  Leonora  in  her  apartment,  and 

*  went  into  his  own  with  Don  Pedro, 

*  who, with  all  the  franknefs  of  a  young 

*  ftudent,  faid,  "  Sir,  I  beg  you  would 
"  difpenfe    with    my    marrying    the 
«e  count's  fifter:  it  is  enough  that  he 
"  marry  Leonora ;  that  will  be  fuffi- 
"  cient  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  our 
"  family." — "  What,    fon!"    replied 

*  the  old  man,   "  can  you  refufe  the 
««  count's   fifter?" — "  Yes,     father," 

*  replied  Don  Pedro;  "  that  union,  I 
"  own,  would  prove  a  cruel  torment 
"  to  me,  the  caufe  of  which  I  will  not 
**  conceal.     It  is  now  fix  months  fince 
"  I  loved,  or  rather  adored,  a  charming 
"  lady;   (he  admits  me,  and  (lie  alone 
<c  can  render  my  life  happy." 

"  How  miferable  is  the  ftate  of  a 
*'  father!"  faid  Don  Lewis;  "  he 
*«  fcarce  ever  finds  his  children  dif- 
«'  pofed  to  what  he  defires.  But  who 
"  then  is  this  lady  that  has  made  fuch 
*'  violent  impreffions  on  you  ?"— "  I 
*'  do  not  yet  know,"  anfwered  Don 

*  Pedro;  "  fhe  has  promifed  to  inform 
"  me,  when  flie  fhall  be  fully  fatisfied 
"  of  my  difcretion  and  conftancy ;  nor 
"  do  I  doubt  but  (he  is  of  one  of  the 
*'  moft  confiderable  families  in  Spain." 

"  And  ,io  you  fancy,"  replied  the 

*  old  man,  changing  his  tone,  (t  that 
"  I  will  be  fo  complaifant  as  to  ap- 
"  prove  your  romantick  love?    That  I 
"  fhall    luffer   you   to  quit  the  moft 
"  glorious  eftaolifhment  that  fortune 
«'  can  ever  offer  you,  to  keep  you  con- 


"  ftant  to  a  perfon  of  whom  you  cTo 
*'  not  know  fo  much  as  the  name  ? 
"  Stifle  rather  thefe  fentiments  for  an 
"  objeft  which  perhaps  may  be  un- 
"  worthy  of  them,  and  think  of  no- 
"  thing  but  deferving  the  honour 
**  which  the  count  is  doing  you."—* 
"  All  thefe  difcourfes  are  in  vain,  fa- 
"  ther,"  replied  the  ftudent ;  "  I  feel 
"  it  impoflible  for  me  ever  to  forget 
"  my  unknown  fair;  nothing  can  dif- 
"  engage  me  from  her:  fhouldtheln- 
"  fanta  be  offered  me.—"  "  Hold," 

*  cried  the  father  haftily;  "  it  is  too 
"  infolent  to  boaft  a  conftancy  which 
"  raifes  my  anger.     Be  gone,  and  ne- 
"  ver  let  me  fee  you  again  until  you 
"  are  refolved  to  obey  me." 

'  Don  Pedro  durft  not  reply  to  thefe 
'  words,  for  fear  of  drawing  on  fome- 

*  thing  more  fevere.     He  retired  to  his 
'  chamber,  where  he  patted  the  reft  of 
'  the  night  in  reflections  equally  me- 
'  lancholy  and  agreeable.      He    con- 

*  fidered  with  grief  that  he  was  going 
'  to  break  with  all  his  family,  by  re- 
'  fufing  to  marry  the   count's  fifter  j 

*  but    he    was    perfectly    comforted, 

*  when  he  reprefented  to  himfelf  how 
'  his  unknown  lady  mult  value  him 
'  for  fuch  a  facrifice.      He  flattered 
«  himfelf  that,  after   fuch  a  fnining 
'  proof  of  his  fidelity,  (he  would  not 

*  fail  to  difcover  her  quality,  which  he 

*  imagined  little   inferior  to  that  of 
'  Eugenia. 

*  With  thefe  hopes,  as  foon  as  it 

*  was  day,  he  went  to  take  a  walk  in 

*  the  Prado,  expefting  the  appointed 
'  hour  to  go  to  the  apartment  of  Donna 
'  Juana,  for  that  was  the  name  of  the 
'  lady  in  whofe  lodgings  he  ufed  to 
'  meet  his  miftrefs  every  morning.    He 
4  waited  for  the  happy  moment  with 

*  great  impatience  ;  and,  when  it  was 
1  come,  flew  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
'  vous. 

*  He  found  his  unknown  charmer 

*  already  come  thither  fooner  than  or- 
«  dinary ;  but  touched  with  fuch  a  fen- 

*  fible  grief,  as  exprefled  itfelf  to  Donna 
'  Juana  in  (bowers  of  tears.     Adifmal 
«  fpeftacle  for  her  lover !  All  in  confu- 
'  fion  he  approached  her  ;  and  flinging 

*  himfelf  at  her  knees,    "  Madam," 
'  faid  he,  "  what  muft  I  think  of  the 
"  condition    in    which   I    fee  you  ?" 
— "  Doubtlefs,"  anfwered  flie,  "  you 
"  do  not  expeft  the  fatal  blow  which 

?'  I  bring 
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"  I  bring  you.     Cruel  fortune  it  fe- 
us for  ever,  and  we  are  ne- 
"  vcr  to  lee  each  other  more  !" 

.uird  tlidc  words  with 
,  tii.it  I  i!o  not  know 
'  whether  Don  Pedro  was  more  touch- 
«  ed  with  wlint  flie  faid,  or  the  grief 
'  ftie  difcoveml  in  the  utterance  of  it. 
««  Juft  Heaven  !"  cried  he,  with  an  ex- 
'  of  rage  which  he  could  not  re- 

4  itrain,  "is  it  poffiblefor  you  to  fbf- 
"  fer  the  breaking  of  an  union  the 
44  innocence  of  -which  you  know  1 
"  But,  Madam,"  adds  he,  "  perhaps 
*'  you  have  taken  a  falfc  alarm.  Is 
"  it  certainly  true  tint  you  will  be 
"  torn  from  the  molt  faithful  lever 
"  that  ever  was  ?  Mult  I  really  he  the 
"  molt  mifcrable  of  all  men  ?" — 
44  Our  ill  fate  is  but  too  fure,"  an- 

*  fwcred   the   unknown    fair.     "  My 
"  brother,   on  whom  I  depend,    wiij 
"  marry  me  this  day,   as  he  has  jull 
41  this    minute    declared    to    me."— • 
44  Ah !     who   is   that    happy    bride.- 
44  groom  r"   very  hnftily  replied  Don 
«  Pedro;   "  name  him  to  me,  Madam  : 

«•  I  will  in  my  defpair "     "  I  do 

44  not  know  his  name,"  interrupted  the 
4  lady;   "  my  brother  would  not  ac- 
*'  quaint  me  with  it.     He  told  me  iha,t 
"  he  defired  I  ftwuld  firit  fee  th 

"  tletmn." 

14  But,  Madam,"  faid  Don  Puiro, 
"  will  you  fubmit  to  a  brother's  wi|l 
"  without  refinance?  V/ill  you  fufrYr 
'*  you rfelf  to  be  dragged  to  the  altar, 
"  without  complaining  of  the  cruelty 
"  of  the  facrifice?  Will  you  make  no 
"  attempts  in  my  favour?  Alas!  I 
*'  was  not  afraid  of  expofiog  myfelf 
41  to  my  father's  rage,  to  referve  iny- 
"  fell'  entirely  yours!  His  threats 
ft  could 'not  (heck  my  fidelity;  and, 
4C  with  what  rigour  focver  he  may 
t  me,  I  will  not  marry  the  lady 
44  he  propofes,  though  the  match  is 
14  very  advantageous." — "  And  who 
"  is  this  lady?"  laid  the  unknown 
•i;y.  ««  It  is  the  Count  de  BeJ- 
"  tf'Vs  fitter,"  replied  the  IhuUnr. 
44  Ah!  Don  Pedro,"  replied  flie,  dif- 

*  covering  an  extreme  furprize,  "  you 
"  doubtlefs  iniftake;  you  are  not  fure 
44  of  what  you  fay  !    Is  it  really  Eq- 
44  genia  de  Belflor  who  is  promoted  to 
"  you  ?" 

44  Yes,  Madam,"  replied  Don  Pedro, 
*4  the  count  himfelf  made  me  the  of- 
«•'  f-j-." — Kow!"  cried  Ihe,  «'  is  it 


."  pofllble  that  you  fliould  be  the  ca- 
41  valier  for  whom  my  brother  defigns 
"  me  !" — «4  What  do  I  hear!"  cried 
'  Don  Pedro,  in  his  turn  :  44  is  my  un- 
"  known  angel,  then,  Eugenia  de  Bel- 
«<  flor?"— "  Yes,  Don  Pedro,"  re- 
4  plied  me;  '•  but!  ftarce  believe  my- 
"  ll-lf  this  moment  to  be  any  longer  fo, 
41  fo  hard  is  it  for  me  to  perfuade  my. 
44  fe'f  of  the  reality  of  the  happinefs 
4<  of  which  you  allure  me." 

4  At  thefe  words  Don  Pedro  em- 
4  braced  her  knees,  and  feizedoneof  her 
4  hands  with  all  the  raptures  that  a  !o- 
iuddenly  removed  from  the  ex- 
c  tremities  of  pain  to  the  excefs  of  joy 
4  could  poffibly  feel.  Whilit  he  thus 
4  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  emotions  or" 
4  his  love,  Eugenia,  on  her  part,  gave 
4  him  a  thoufand  proofs  of  her  afFcc- 
4  tion,  which  me  accompanied  with 
4  tender  engaging  exprcffions.  '4  What 
4<  racking  pains,"  faid  flie,  44  would 
44  my  brother  have  fpared  me,  had  he 
4C  but  named  the  hufband  he  defigned 
4<  me !  What  an  averfion  had  I  already 
44  conceived  for  my  fpoufe  !  Ah,  my 
14  dtar  Don  Pedro,  how  much  did  I 
44  hate  you  !" — "  Bright  Eugenia," 
4  anfwered  he,  "  how  charming  is  that 
"  h.;red  to  me!  I  will  dell-rye  it  by 
44  adoring  you  all  my  life." 

4  Alter  thefe  two  lovers  had  given 
4  each  other  all  the  moft  moving  ligns 
4  of  their  mutual  tendernefs,  Eugenia 
4  delired  toknowhowtheftudent  couFd 
4  gain  her  brother's  friendship.  Dob. 
4  Pedro  did  not  conceal  from  her  the 
4  amours  of  the  count  and  his  fifter, 
4  but  related  to  her  all  that  paflld  the 
4  laft  night.  She  was  infinitely  pleafed 
4  to  hear  that  her  brother  was  to  marry 
4  her  lover's  filter;  and  Donna  Jtiana 
4  had  too  great  a  lhare  in  her  friend's 
4  fate  not  to  be  touched  with  this  hap- 
4  py  event.  She  teftified  her  joy  to  her, 
4  ns  well  as  to  Don  Pedro;  who  at  lalt 
4  kft  Eugenia,  after  their  having  rr.u- 
4  tually  refolved  net  to  feem  to  knoCv 
4  one  another  when  they  appeared  be- 
4  fore  the  count. 

4  Den  Pedro  returned  to  hi*  father; 

4  who  finding  him  perfectly  difpofed 

4  to  obedience,  was  the  better  p! 

*  becaufe  he  alcribed  it  to  his  abfolute 

4  manner  of  depbfthlg  himfelf  toward* 

4  his  Ion  the  lalt  night.     They  were 

4  expecting  news  from  the  count  the 

minute   they  received   a   letter 

'  from  him,  which  advikd  them  that 

G  •  ho 


he  had  juft  obtained  the  king's  con- 
fent  to  his  marriage,  and  that  of  his 
filler,  with  the  addition  of  a  con- 
fiderable  poft  for  Don  Pedro ;  that 
on  the  morrow  both  nuptials  might 
be  celebrated,  his  orders  having  been 
fo  diligently  executed,  that  all  the 
preparations  were  already  far  ad- 
vanced. He  came  in  the  afternoon 
to  confirm  what  he  had  written,  and 
to  prefent  Eugenia  to  them. 
<  Don  Lewis  (hewed  that  lady  all 
imaginable  civilities,  and  Leonora 
did  not  negleft  tenderly  embracing 
her.  As  for  Don  Pedro,  by  what- 
foever  motions  of  love  and  joy  he  was 
agitated,  he  yet  fufficiently  retrained 
himfeif  to  avoid  the  count's  having 
any  fufpicion  of  their  former  corre- 
fpondence. 

*  Belflor,  particularly  applying  him- 
feif to  obferve  his  filter,  thought  he 
difcovered,  notwithftanding  the  con- 
ftraint  (lie  impofed  on  herCelf,  that 
(he  did  not  di/like  Don  Pedro.  But, 
the  better  to  affure  himfeif  of  the 
truth  of  his  conjecture,  he  took  her 
afide  for  a  moment,  and  made  her 
own  that  (he  was  extremely  well 
pleafed  with  her  cavalier.  He  then 
told  her  his  name  and  family,  which 
he  had  before  concealed,  left  the  ine- 
quality of  their  conditions  fliould  have 
prejudiced  heragainft  him.  All  this 
me  pretended  to  hear  as  though  ut- 
terly ignorant  of  it  before. 
«  At  lalt,  after  the  exchange  of  a 
multitude  of  civilities  on  both  fides, 
it  was  refolved  that  the  wedding 
mould  be  kept  at  Don  Lewis's  houfe  j 
and  the  nuptial  feftivities  are  this 
night  ailing,  but  not  finished  ;  and 
that  is  the  reafon  of  fo  great  rejoicing 
in  that  houfe,  in  which  all  the  com- 
pany unanimoufly  join,  except  Mar- 
cella,  who  has  no  mare  in  it.  She 
cries,  whilft  the  reft  laugh ;  for  the 
Count  de  Belflor,  after  his  mar- 
riage, confefled  the  whole  ftory  to 
Don  Lewis,  who  has  ordered  her 
to  be  fent  to  the  monajlerio  de  los 
arrepentldas  *,  where  the  thoufand 
piftoles  which  fhe  received  to  feduce 
Leonora  will  ferve  her  to  do  penance 
theTemainder  of  her;  life.' 


CHAP.    VI. 

OTHER  PARTICULARS  WHICH  THE 
STUDENT  SAW,  AND  THE  MAN- 
NER OF  HIS  BEING  REVENGED 
ON  DONNA  THOMASA. 

«  T    E  T  us  turn  to  the  other  fide/ 

J /  continued  Afmodeus,  '  and  run 

'  over  fome  new  objects.  Caft  your 
'  eyes  on  the  firft  houfe  dire&ly  under 
4  us,  where  you  will  fee  fomething  ex- 
'  traordinary.  It  is  a  man  confider- 
'  ably  in  debt,  in  a  profound  fleep.'— 

*  He  muft,  then,  be  a  man  of  quality,* 
faid   Leandro.      «  You  have   guerfed 
'  right,'   anfwered  the   daemon  :    '  it 

*  is   a  marquis,  who  has   a  hundred 
'  thoufand  ducats  a  year,   and  yet  his 

*  expences   exceed   his   income.     His 
'  table  and  his  miftreffes  oblige  him  to 
'  run  confiderably  in  debt,  and  yet  it 

*  does  not  break  his  reft;   on  the  con- 
'  trary,  when  he  has  a  mind  to  run  in 
'  a  tradefman's  debt,  he  fancies  that 
'  he  is  obliging  him  extremely.     "  It 
"  is  with  you,"  faid  he,  the  other  day, 
'  to  a  draper,  '«  it  is  with  you  for  the 
"  future  I  intend  to  deal  upon  credit, 
*'  and  I  give  you  the  preference." 

•  Whilft  the  marquis  is  enjoying 
'  the  fweets  of  repoie,  which  he  is 
'  robbing  his  creditors  of,  obferve  that 
'  man  who  .'  «  Stay,  Signior  Af- 
'  modeus !'  interrupted  Don  Cleofas, 
haftilyj  *  I  fee  a  coach  in  the  ftreet, 

*  which  I  cannot  let  pafs  without  afk- 
'  ing   you    who    is    in    it.' — Hufh  !* 
faid  the  cripple,  lowering  his  voice,  as 
if  he  was   afraid  of  being  overheard  ; 
'  you  are   to  know  there   is   in   that 

*  coach  one  of  the  graveft  perfons  of 

*  the  realm  in  difguiie.     He  is  a  pre- 
'  fident,  going  to  make  merry  with  an 

*  old  Austrian  lady,  who  is  fubfervient 
'  to  his  pleafures.     That  he  may  not 
'  be  known,  he  has  taken  a  Caligula's 
'  precaution  ;   who,   on  fuch  another 
'  occafion,  put  on  a  peruke  to  difguife 
«  himfeif. 

'  Let  us  return  to  the  fcene  I  was 

*  going  to  lay  before  you   when  you 

*  interrupted  me.     Obferve  in  the  up- 
«  pennoit  part  of  the  marquis's  palace 


*  A  monaftery  in  which  lewd  women  are  ihut  up. 


*  a  ma» 
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a  man  very  luify  in  his  clofct,  which 
is  full  of  books  and  manufcripts.'— 
/ambullo,    '  it  is  the 
mauj  ;'d,  who  is  contriving 

means  to  |  .;ter's  debts.' — 

plied  the  devil ;  '  that  muft 
needs  be  what  ftewards  of  fuch  fa- 
milies amufe  theiniblvcs  with.  Their 
bufinefs  is  rather  to  make  an  advan- 
tage of  the  diforder  of  their  mailers 
aft'airs,  than  extricate  them  o\it  of  it ; 
fo  that  it  is  not  a  lleward  you  lee 
there,  but  an  author.  The  marquis 
has  lodged  him  in  his  palace,  to  give 
himfelf  an  air  of  encouraging  men 
of  letters.' — '  This  author,  then,'  re- 

ilied  Don  Cleofas,  '  is  a  man  of  ibme 
note?' — '  You  are  to  judge  of  that 
yourfelf,'  anfwered  the  dnsmon  ;  he 
is  furrounded  by  a  thoufand  volumes, 
and  is  compiling  one  in  which  there 
will  not  be  a  line  of  his  own.  He 
pilfers  from  all  thole  books  and  ma- 
mifcripts;  and,  though  he  only  me- 
thodizes and  connefts  his  thefts,  yet 
he  has  a  larger  (hare  of  vanity  than  a 
real  author.' 
«  You  do  not  know,'  continued  the 

pint,  '  who  lives  within  three  doors 
of  this  palace.  It  is  La  Chicona, 
whom  I  have  already  made  fuch  ho- 
nourable mention  of  in  the  ftory  of 
Count  de  Belflor.' — '  Ah!  how  I 
am  ravi Hied  at  the  fight  of  her  !'  ftid 

ic  (Indent.  '  The  good  woman,  fo 
very  ferviceable  to  young  people,  is 
doubtlefs  one  of  thofe  two  old  wo- 
men which  I  fee  in  that  room.  The 
one  is  leaning  with  her  elbows  on  the 
table,  earneftly  looking  on  the  other, 
who  is  telling  money.  Which  of 
the  two  is  La  Chicona  ?'— '  She,'  faid 

lie  daemon,  *  leaning  on  her  elbows. 
The  other  is  called  La  Pcbrada,  an 
honourable  lady  of  the  fame  occu- 
pation ;  they  are  partners ;  and  at  this 
moment  dividing  the  profits  of  an 
adventure  which  they  have  juft  now 
brought  to  bear. 

'  La  Pebrada  has  the  bell  trade,  and 
deals  with  feveral  rich  widows,  to 
whom  (he  carries  her  lilt  to  read 
every  day.'—'  What  do  you  mean 
by  her  lilt  ?'  interrupted  the  ftudent. 
It  is,'  replied  Afmodeus,  '  a  cata- 
logue of  all  the  hand  Ibme  foreign- 
ers who  come  to  Madrid,  efpeci:tlly 
French.  As  foon  as  ever  La  Pe- 

*  brada  hears  any  frefh  ones   are  ar- 

*  lived,  Hie  runs  to  their  inns,  and  flily 


«  informs  herfelf  of  their  birth,  fliape, 

*  air,  and  age.     She  then  makes  her 

*  report  to  the  widows,  who  confider 
'  of  it;  and,  if  they  are  fo  inclined, 
'  La  Pebrada  brings  them  to  the  fpeech 
'  of  the  faid  Grangers.' 

'  This  is  not  only  very  convenient,* 
replied  Zambullo,  •  but  in  a  fort  law- 
'  ful  j  for  without  thefe  good  ladies 
'  and  their  agents,  young  Grangers, 
'  who  have  no  acquaintance  here, 
'  would  be  obliged  to  the  expence  of 

*  an  infinite  deal  of  time  to  create  Ibme. 
'  But  pray,  tell  me,  are  there  any  of 

*  this  fort  of  wjdows  and  neceffary  la- 
'  dies  in  other  countries?' — '  A  pretty 

*  queftion,  indeed,  whether  there  are1.* 
anfwered  the  cripple.     '  Do  you  doubt 
'  it  ?   I  mould  very  ill  acquit  myfelf  in 
'  my  office,  if  I  neglected  to  ftock  all 
1  great  cities  with  them. 

'  Give  your  attention  a  little  to  a 
'  neighbour  of  Li  Chicona,  that  prin- 
'  ter  at  work  alone  in  his  printing- 
'  houfe.  He  has  fent  his  fervants  to 

*  bed  thefe  three  hours,  and  is  going 

*  to  fpend  the  night  in  printing  a  book 

*  privately.'—'  How!  what  can  it  be, 
'  then  ?'  faid  Leandro. — '  It  is  a  libel,* 
anfwered  the  daf  mon  ;   '  it  proves  that 

*  religion  is  preferable  to  points  of  ho- 

*  nour;  and  that  it  is  better  to  forgive 
'  than  revenge  an  affront.'—'  What  a 

*  rafcal!'   cried  the  ftudent;  *  he  doe* 
'  well  to  print  his  infamous  book  in 

*  private  ;  nor  would  I  advife  the  au- 
'  thor  to  own  it,  for  I  mould  be  one 
c  of  the  firft   to   cane   him.     What  I 
'  does  religion  forbid  the  prefervation 

*  of  our  honour?'—'  Do  not  let  us 
'  enter  upon  that  difpute,'  interrupted 
Afmodeus,   with  an  ill-natured  fmile. 
'  It  feems  you  have  improved  well  by 
'  the  lectures  of  morality  you  have  re- 

*  ceived  at  Alcala.     I  give  you  joy  of 
4  your  improvement !'— '  You  may  fay 
'  what  you   pleafe,'    interrupted  Don 
Ciuohts  in  his  turn;  '  but  let  the  au- 
'  thor's  arguments  be  the  molt  beau- 
'  tiful  and  clear  that  can  be  invented, 
'  I  (hall  laugh  at  them.    I  am  a  Spa- 
'  niard,  and  nothing  in  the  world  is  fo 

*  fweet  to  me  as  reve.ige ;   and  lince 

*  you  have  promifed  to  do  me  jultice 
'  on  my  perfidious  miitrci's,  I  dun.mj 

*  that  you  keep  your  vurd.' 

«  I  yield  with  pleafuie  to  the  tran- 

'  fport  that  fires  you,*  faid  the  devil, 

'  Oh  I   how  I   love  thofe  bold   fpirits, 

'  who    purfue   all    their    inclinations 

G  i  *  without 
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'  without  fcruple  !'  1  will  this  moment 

*  fatisfy  you;   the  time  of  your  ven- 
'  geance  is  near  at  hand.     But  I  would 

*  firft   mew  you  fomething  that  will 
'  divert  you  extremely.     Cany  your 
'  eye  beyond  the  printing-houfe,  and 
'  take  notice  of  what  is  doing  in  an 
'  apartment  hung  with  crimfon  cloth.' 
— '  I  fee  five  or  (ix  women,'  anfwered 
Leandio,    '  crouding  f>nd  piefling  one 

*  another  to  thruft  glafs   bottles  into 

*  the  hands  of  a  fort  of  a  fervant,  and 

*  they  appear  to  me  in  a  violent  agiu- 

*  tion.' 

'  Thefe   are,'    replied   the    cripple, 
'  devout  ladies,  who  have  great  reafon 

*  for  their  uneafineis,  for  in  that 'apart - 

*  ment  is  an  inquifitor  who  lies  fick. 
'  This  venerable  perfon,'  who  is  about 
'  five  and  thirty,  is  lodged  in  a  cham- 
*.  ber  near  where  you  fee  thofe  women. 

*  Two  of  his  favourite  penitents  are 
'  watching  with.  him.     Oneisemploy- 

*  ed  in  making  him  broths;   and  the 

*  other,    at  his  bolder,   is  keeping  his 
'  head  warm,  and  covering  his  (iorhach 
'  with  a  flcmacher  made  of  fifty  lambs 
<  /kins.' — '  VVhu    is    his    tlilleniper, 
«  then?'    faid    Zumbuiio.— .'  A  little 
'  cold  in  his  head,'    replied  the  devil; 

*  and  it  is  to  be  feared  the  rheum  may 
'  fall  on  his  lungs. 

'  The  other  women  you  fee  in  his 

*  anti-chamber  are  alfo  devout  hciitsj 
'  who,  on  the  news  of  his  inJ.i 

'  tion,  ran  thither  in  all  haitewuh  me: 

*  clicines.     One  of  them  has  brought 
'  him,  for  his  cough,  fy'ru'ps  of  jujubes, 
'  marm-mal!ows,  coral,  and  coltsfoot; 

*  another,   to  preserve  his   reverence's 
'  lungs>   is  laden  with  fyrups  of  long 
c  life,     veronica,     immortality,      ;uid 
'  elixir  proprietatis ;  another,  to  fortify 
'  his  brain  and  rtomach,    has  brought 
'  balm,  cinnamon,  and  "treacle- water; 

*  befides  the  divine  water,  and  efiences 
'  of  nutmegs   and    ambergris.     This 
'  comes  to  offer  him  anacardine,  and 
'  bezoardic  confections;  and  that,  tinc- 

*  ture  of  clove,  gilliflowers,  coral,  mil- 
'  leflorum,  the  fun,  and  emeralds.   All 
'  thefe  women  are  boafting  the  <  r: 

'  of  their  medicines  to  the  inquifitor's 

*  footman  :  they  take  him  afide  one  af- 

*  ter  another;  and  each  of  them,  clap- 

*  P'Og  a  ducat  in  his  hand,  thus  whif- 

*  pers  him  in  the   ear  :    •'  Lawrence, 
*4  dear  Lawrence,   I  intreat  you  not  to 
*'  fail  preferring  my  medicines  to  all 
«  the  reft." 


*  Blefs  me!'  cried  Don  Cleofas, 
'  \vh;;t  happy  mortals  are  thefe  in- 
4  qtiifitors!' — '  Indeed  are  they,'  re- 
plied Afco'K us ;  «  I  myfelf  almoft  en- 
«'  vy  their  happinei's  :  and,  as  Alex- 
'  ar.ucr  once  laid,  that  were  he  not 
'  Alexander,  he  could  wifli  to  be  Dio- 
'  genes  ;  fo  I  might  well  fay,  that 
'  were  I  not  a  devil,  1  would  be  an  in- 
'  quifitor. 

4  Come,  Signior  ftudent,'  added  he, 
4  now  let  us  go  and  punifh  that  bale 
'  woman  v;ho  fo  ill  returned  your  tcn- 

*  dernefs.'  Upon  which  Zarr.hullo  took 
hold  of  the  end  of  Afmodeus's  cloak, 
w!io  cleft  the  air  a  fecond   time  with 
him,  and  fet  him  down  on  Donna  Tho- 
mafa's  houfe. 

The  baggage  was  at  table  with  the 
four  bullies  who  had  purfued  the  ftu- 
dent over  the  tiles  ;  he  trembled  with 
outrageous  refentment  to  fee  them  eat 
6  of  partridges  and  a  rabbit,  and 
empty  1'tveral  bottles  of  wine,  for 
which  he  had  paid,  and  fent  thither. 
To  crown  fiis  vexation,  he  ftw  there 
was  nothing  but  mirth  going  forward; 
and  found, by  the  demonftrationsDonna 
Thomafa  gave,  that  the  company  of 
thefe  wretches  was  more  agreeable  to 
that  abandoned  creature  than  his  own. 
4  Ah,  rafcals!'  cried  he,  inflamed  with 
rage,  '  how  delicioufly  they  fare  at  my 
4  expence,  and  a  fine  mortification  this 
4  to  I:IL-  !' 

'  I  ccnfefs,'  faid  the  devil,  4  it  is 
4  no  very  pleafant  fight;  but  they  who 
'  will  frequent  fuch  loofe  ladies  mult 
4  expecl  adventures  of  this  kind  5  they 
4  happen  everyday  in  France  to  abbes, 
4  men  of  the  long  robe,  and  rich 
4  farmers  of  the  revenue.' — '  If  I  had 
4  a  fword,'  replied  Don  Cieofas,  '  I 
'.!d  break  in  upon  thole  villains, 

*  and    fpoil    their    entertainment.'  — 
4  You  would  be  over-matched,''  replied 
the  cripple.     4  Leave  your  revenge  to 
4  me,   I  will    compafs   it    better    than 
4  you  :    I  will  this  'moment  fet  them 
4   together   by   the    ears,    by  infpiring 
4  them  with   a   lafcivious   flame,   and 
'•they  fhall   draw  their  fwords   upon 
4  each  other; 'you  will  fee  a  fine  uproar 
4  prefer.tly.' 

At  thefe  words  he  blew,  and  out  of 
his  mouth  iflued  a  violet-coloured 
vapour,  that  defcended  waving  like  a. 
fbiiib,  and  fpread  itfclf  over  Donn<i 
Tnoinafa's  table.  One  of  the  guefts 
immediately  feeling  the  effeft  of  this 

blait, 
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,lrcw  near  the  lady,  and 

fr.-etended  to    the    ; 

•   dii'- 
I  all 

's,    and    began 

.    In  »«e  IIK-I!)  v.'luic  i 
Thomafa  ferieked  in  a  horrible  man- 

-.  i.n- 

y  cried  our  lor 
10  come;   • 
.    broke  open  the 

I   the 
,   with 

Donna    1  !•  ••  '5'ing   ami 

!jrt  all  patience  j  \vhi!!t 

not  a  jot  more  mov- 

nibul lo,  who  laughed  very 

heartily  with  Afmo'.it:us. 

«  Wt-11,"   laid  the  dasmon  to  the  ftu- 
--<  No,'  rc- 

plit-d  Don  Cli-iif-ifj   '  if  you  would  la- 
«  tisfy  me  entirely,  you  mult  fh-w  me 
the    prifon.     What   cxquifuc 
fure   it  will   he   to  me    t  > 

i,  who  mad.e  n  jell  of  mv  pnf- 
fion,  (nut  up  thejtl  I  find  th:.t  I  n»\v 
hate  her  more  •  «  I  loved 

her.' — '  With  all  my  heart,'  replied 
he  devil;    «  you  (hall  always  fii 
ready  to  oblige  yon,  though  it  were 
igainft  my  inclination  and  in- 

:hat  it  he  for  >our  good.' 
In  i  moment  they  reached  the  prifon  ; 
inhere,  foon  after,  the  two  bullies  were 
brought,  and  clapped  into  a  dark  dun- 
geon. As  for  Tho:n".fn,  (he  was 
lodged  on  (traw,  with  three  or  four 

women  who   had   been  tak 
that  day,  and  who  on  the  monow  weie 
to  be  carried  to  the  place  appointed  for 
Aich  creatures. 

.    «  Now    I    am    fatisfied,'  faid  Zam- 

bullo;   'I   !  i.ie  plcalure  of  a 

'  full  revenge.     My  friend  Thomafl 

will  not  pals  the  night  fo  agrc 

as  (he  expelled.     Let  us  go  and  pur- 

ivations    where     you 

... — '  1'nis  is  a  place  ver 

per   for  them,'  anfwered  the  I'pint; 

there   are   here   a    great    number   of 

guilty  and  innocent  people;  and  it  is 

a  retirement  which  begins  the  punifh- 

^s  of  the  one,  and   purifies   ihe 

virtue  of  the  others.    I  will  mew  you 


4  Co-Tie  prifoners  of.  enrh  kind,  r 
«  you  why  they  are  kept  in  chains. 


C  II  A  P.    VIL 


THE    PRISONERS. 


enter  mt 
'  liirs,  pray,  rake   notice  of  the 

*  gaolers    at   the   entrance    into   thde 

1    places.      The  anc:>nt   poets 

1    but    on;-    '. 

,  but  here  is  a  far  greater  num- 
'  ber,  as  you  fte.  Thele  gaolers  are 
'  vil!nir,s  who  have  lott  all  lentiments 
'  of  humanity  :  the  wickedeit  of  my 
could  hardly  lupply  the 
'  pla.c  of  one.  But  I  find,'  added  he, 
'  you  look  with  honor  on  thtfe  rooms, 

*  where  all  the  fnrnituie  is  a  wretcheJ 
'  bed  ;    and  thole   frightful  dungeons 

*  appear  to  you   like  raves. 
'  It  is    with  great  realbn  that  you  are 
'  aftoniflied    at    thi    rnilery  of    thefe 

*  places,   and   pity   the    fate  of  thofe 

lies  whom  the  law  detains  in 
1  th.-ni  :  yet  they  do  not  all  deferve 
'  the  lame  compaflioti  ;  their  merits, 
4  therefore,  (hall  be  the  fubjeft  of  our 

*  examinalion. 

«  Firll  of  all,  in  that  large  chamber 
'  on  the  right,  are  four  men  lying  on 
'  thofe  two  wretched  beds  you  fee. 
'  One  is  a  vintner,  accufed  of  poifon- 

*  in£  a    ftranger  who,  the  other  day, 
'  dropped  down  dead  in  his  houfe.     It 
4  is   pretended   that  the  quality  of  th; 
'  wine  killed  the    deceafed  ;    but   the 
4  vintner  alledges  it  was  the  quantity, 
4  and   will    be   believed    at   his  trial, 
4  for    the    ftranger    was   a   German.* 
—  '  And    which   of    them   are  in  the 
4  right,'  laid  Don  Cleofas,  *  the  vint- 
4  ner,  or  his  profecutors  ?'—  4  The  af- 
4  fair  is  extremely  delicate.'  anfwer- 
ed the  devil.     4  It  is  true,  the  wine  was 

•  iterated  5  bur,  on  my  confcience, 
4  the  German  had  drank  fo  largely,  that 
'  the  judges  may  lafcly  fet  the  vintner 
'  at  liberty. 

4  The    fecond    pri  Toner    is   by  pro- 

*  feflion  an   arr.iffirjatorj   one  of  thofe 
"*  cut-  throats   cali^.l   i:i!icntes*i  who, 

*  for   four   or    five  piltoles,    are  very 
'  ready  to  oblige  thofe  with  the  ufe  of 
4  their  arm  that  will  be  attheexpence 
'  to  be  privately  rir!  of  an  enemy.  The 

*  third  is  a  fopof  adancing-marter,  who 


•  Valientts,  in  the  Spanifli,  fignlfics  travect  or  rv 


'  taught 
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*  taught  one  of  his  female  fcholars  a 
«  faJfeftep.  The  fourth  is  a  lover,  caught 

*  by  the  watch  as  he  was  fcaiing  the 

*  balcony  of  a  woman  of  his  acquain- 
'  tance,  whofe  hufband  was  abfent.  It 
«  is  his  own  fault  he  does  not  get  out, 
«  by  declaring  his  defign  was  purely 
«  amorous;    but  he  chufes   rather   to 
«  pafs  for  a  thief,  and  run  the  rifk  of 
«  his  life,  than   expofe  his   miftrefs's 

*  honour/ 

*  A  very  difcreet  lover,  indeed/  faid 
the  Itudent;  «  it  muft  be  owned,  that 
«  our  nation  outdoes^all  others  in  point 
«  of  gallantry.  I  dare  venture  a  wager, 

*  that  there  is  not  a  Frenchman  in  the 
«  world,  for  example,  that  would  ftif- 
«  fer  himfelf  to  be  hanged  for  his  dif- 
«  cretion/ — '  No,  I  aflure  you/   faid 
the  devil ;  *  a  Frenchman  would  fooner 
«  clamber  over  a  balcony  to  difgrace 
<  the   woman   that  ftiould  (how   him 

*  any  favour. 

«  In   the  clofet  next   to  thofe  four 

*  men/  continued  he,   «  is  a  famous 
«  witch,    who    has  the   reputation   of 
'  bting  able  to  do  impofTibilities.     By 

*  her    art,    it    is    reported,    aid    wi- 

*  dow   ladies  find    gallants   that    love 
«  them   on   the  fquare,  hufbands   be- 
«  come  }uft   to   their  wives,    and  co- 

*  queries  really  in  love  with  the  rich 

*  gallants  that  keep   them.     But  no- 

*  thing  is  more  falle:  (he  is  not  mif- 
«  trefs  of  any  other  fecret  than  that  of 
«  perfnading  the  world  (he  is  fo,  and 
«  of  living-  handfomely   on   that  opi- 

*  nion.     This  poor  creature  the  inqui- 

*  fition  claims,  and  very  probably  (he 
«  will  be  burnt  at  the  firft  ante  diff. 

«  Under  the  clofet  there  is  a  dungeon, 
«  that  fcrves  for  a  lodging  to  a  young 
«  vintner/ — '  What,  my  hoft  again  !' 
cried  Leandro;  «  lure  thefe  people 
'  have  a  mind  to  poifon  all  the  world.' 
,— l  This  man's  cafe  is  not  the  fame/ 
replied  Afmodeus ;  'he  was  feize:! 
«  yefterday,  and  is  likewife  claimed  by 
«  the  inquifition.  I  will  in  a  few 
«  words  relate  to  you  the  Aibjeci  of  his 

*  commitment. 

<  An  old  foldier,  by  his  courage,  or 
«  rather  patience,  having  mounted  to 

*  the  po(l  of  a  ferjeant  in  his  company, 
came  to  raife  recruits  in  this   city. 

*  He  inquired  for  a  lodging  at  an  inn, 
'  where  he  wasanfwered,  that  they  had, 

*  indeed,  empty  rooms;  but  that  they 
cpuld  not  recqaiTn.end  any  of  them 

'  to  him,  becaufe  the  houfe  wa$  haunt- 


ed  every  night  by  a  fpirit,  which 
treated  all  Grangers  very  ill  that 
were  rafh  enough  to  lodge  there. 
This  did  not  at  all  baulk  our  fer- 
jeant. "  Put  me  in  what  chamber 
'  you  pleafe,"  faid  he;  "  do  but  give 
'  me  a  candle,  wine,  pipes,  and  to- 
'  bacco;  and  as  for  the  fpirit,  never 
'  trouble  yourfelf  about  it:  ghofts 
'  have  a  refpeft  for  men  of  war  who 
'  are  grown  old  in  the  fervice." 
'  As  he  feemed  fo  refolute,  he  was 
(hewn  into  a  chamber,  where  all  that 
he  defired  was  brought  to  him.  He 
fell  to  drinking  and  fmoaking  till 
midnight,  and  no  fpirit  had  yet  dif- 
turbed  the  profound  filence  that 
reigned  in  the  houfe.  One  would 
have  imagined  he  feared  this  new 
gueft;  but  betwixt  one  and  two,  the 
lerjeant,  all  of  a  fudden,  heard  a 
terrible  noife  like  the  rattling  of 
old  iron;  and  immediately  faw,  en- 
tering his  chamber,  an  apparition, 
cloathed  in  black,  and  laden  all  around 
with  iron  chains.  Our  fmoaker,  not 
in  the  leaft  affrighted  at  this  fight, 
drew  his  fword,  advanced  towards 
the  Tpirit,  and  with  the  flat  fide  of 
it  gave  him  a  very  fevere  blow  on  the 
head. 

'  The  apparation,  not  much  ufed  to 

meet   with   fuch    bold   guefts,   cried 

out ;  and  perceiving  theTbldier  going 

to   begin  again   with  him,  he   moft 

humbly    proltrated    himfelf    at    his 

feet:  '«  Mr.  Serjeant,"  faid  he,  "  fo/ 

'  God's   fake    do   not   give   me  any 

'  more;  but  have  mercy  upon  a  poor 

"  devil  that  cafts  himfelf  at  your  feet. 

"  I  conjure  you  by  St,  James,  who, 

"  as  you  are,  was  a  great  foldier." — 

<  If  you  are  willing  tofave  your  life," 

anfwered  the  foldier,  "  you  muft  tell 

'  me  who  you  are,  and  fpeak  without 

«  the  leaft  prevarication;  or  elfe  this 

'  moment  I  cut  you  down  the  middle, 

'  as  your  knights  of  old  were  ufed  to 

<{  ferve  the  giants  they  encountered." 

«  At  thefe   words  the  ghoft,    finding 

«  what  fort  of  a  man  he  had  to  do  with, 

*  refolved  to  own  all. 

"  I  am  the  principal  fervant  of  this 
"  inn,"  replied  the  fpirit;  "  my  name 
"  is  Guillermoj  I  am  in  love  with 
'.'  my  mafter's  only  daughter,  and  (he 
"  does  not  diflikeme;  but  the  father 
"  and  mother  having  a  better  match 
"  in  view,  in.  order  to  compel  them  ta 
«'  make  me  their  fon-in-law,  the  girl 

<«  and 
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have  agreed,     that   I    (hall 
'  every    night  act  the  part  which  I 
'  now  do.     I   wrap  myfclf  up  in   a 
'  long  black  cloak,  and  hang  the  jack 
'  chain  about  my  neck;  tluiM.ii. 
1  I  run  up  and  down  the  Imulc,  tioni 
'  the  cellar  to  the  garret,  and   make 
'  all  the  noife  which  you  have  heard. 
"  When  I  am  at  my  mailer  and  mif- 
"  trefs's  chamber-door,  I  ftop  and  cry 
"  out,   Do  not  hope  that  I  will  ever 
"  let  you  rejl  till  you  marry  Juanna  to 
*'  Guilltrmo your  upper  drawer. 

"  After  having  pronounced  thefe 
«'  words  with  a  hoarfe,  broken  voice,  I 
"  continue  my  noife ,  and  at  a  window 
"  enter  the  clofet  where  Juanna  lies 
'*  alone,  to  give  her  an  account  of 
"  what  I  have  done.  Mr.  Serjeant," 
'  continued  Guillermo,  "  you  fee  I 
"  have  told  you  the  whole  truth ;  I 
"  know  that,  after  this  confelTion,  you 
•*  may  ruin  me,  by  difcovering  it  to 
*'  my  matter;  but  if  you  pleafe  to 
*'  fcrve,  inftead  of  undoing  me,  I 
"  fwear  that  my  acknowledgments — " 
"  Alas!  what  fervice  can  I  do  thee  ?" 
*  interrupted  the  foldier.  — "  You 
"  need  no  more,"  returned  Guiller- 
'  mo,  "  than  to  fay,  to-morrow,  that 
^'  you  have  fecn  the  fpiritj  that  it  fo 
"  terribly  affrighted  you — "  "  How! 
•'  terribly  affrighted  ?"  interrupted  the 
'  foldier  j  "  would  you  have  Serjeant 
**  Annibal  Antonio  Quebrantador 
«'  own  fuch  a  thing  as  tear  ?  I  had 
"  rather  ten  thoufand  devils  fhould — " 
"  That  is  not  abfolutely  neceflary," 
'  interrupted  Guillermo  ;  "  and,  after 
**  all,  it  is  not  much  matter  what  you 
"  fay,  provided  you  fecond  my  de- 
"  fign  ;  and  wlien  I  have  married 
"  Juanna,  and  am  fettled,  I  promife  to 
"  treat  you  and  all  your  friends  nobly 
"  for  nothing  every  day." — "  You 
*'  are  a  very  tempting  perfon,  Mr. 
"  Guillermo,"  faid  the  foldier.  "You 
«'  propofe  to  me  to  fupport  a  trick  :  it 
"  is  aferious  affair,  which  requires  ma- 
"  ture  deliberation;  but  the  confe- 
"  quences  hurry  me  on.  Go,  con- 
"  tinue  your  noife,  give  your  account 
"  to  Juanna,  and  I  will  take  care  of 
"  the  reft." 

•  Accordingly,  next  morning  he  faid 
'  to  his  landlord  and  landlady,  "  I 
*'  have  feen  the  fpirit,  and  have  talked 
"  with  it.  It  is  a  very  hoi. eft  fellow. 
"  lam,"  faid  he,  "the  great-grand- 
*'  father  of  the  mailer  oi  this  huul'e ; 
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I  had  a  daughter,  whom  I  promifcJ 
to  the  father  of  the  grandfather  of 
this  drawer.  However,  neglecling 
the  word  1  had  given  him,  I  married 
her  to  another,  and  died  fooo  after} 
and  ever  finceam  tormented,  as  the 
pumlhment  of  my  perjury,  and  flnll 
never  be  at  reft  tiil  one  of  my  fa- 
mily mail  many  one  of  Guillermo's; 
and  it  is  for  this  realon  I  walk  here 
every  night.  Yet  it  is  to  no  pur- 
pofe  that  I  bid  them  marry  Juanna 
to  their  head  drawer.  The  ion  of 
my  grandfon  and  his  wife  turn  the 
deaf  ear  to  all  that  I  can  fay.  Buc 
tell  them,  if  you  pleafe,  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant, that  if  they  do  not  immedi- 
ately comply  with  my  defiies,  I 
fliall  proceed  to  action,  and  will 
torment  them  both  in  an  extraordi- 
nary manner." 

'  The  holt  being  filly  enough,  was 
terrified  at  this  difcourfe;  but  the 
hoftefs,  yet  more  filly  than  her  huf- 
band,  fancying  that  the  fpirit  was 
always  at  her  heels,  confented  to 
the  match;  and  Guillermo  married 
Juanna  the  next  day,  and  fet  up  in 
another  part  of  the  town.  Serjeant 
QiJebrantador  did  not  fail  to  vifit 
him  often  ;  and  he,  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  fervice  he  had  done  him, 
gave  him  as  much  wine  as  he  cared 
tor.  This  fo  pleafed  the  foldier, 
that  he  brought  thither  not  only  all 
his  friends,  but  lifted  his  men  there, 
and  made  all  his  recruits  drunk. 
'  But  at  laft  Guillermo,  grown 
weary  of  fatiating  fuch  a  crew  of 
drunkards,  told  thelbldier  his  mindj 
who,  without  ever  thinking  that  he 
had  exceeded  the  agreement,  was  fo 
unjuft  astocallGuTllermo  little,  un- 
grateful rafcal.  The  holt  anfwered ; 
the  ferjcant  replied  j  and  the  dialogue 
ended  with  feveral  ftiokes  with  *t he 
Hat  fide  of  the  fword,  which  Guil- 
lermo received.  Several  perlbns  paf- 
fing  by,  took  the  vintner's  part ;  the 
ferjeant  wounded  three  or_four;  but 
was  iuddenly  fallen  on  by^  crowd  of 
Alguazils,  who  feized  him  as  a  dif- 
turber  of  the  publick-peace,  and  car- 
ried him  to  prifon.  He  there  de- 
clared all  that  I  told  you;  and,  upon 
his  depofnion,  the  officers  have  alfo 
feized  Guillerrrio.  The  father-in- law 
requires  the  annulling  of  the  mar- 
riage ;  and  the  holy  office,  being 
informed  that  GuilUimo  is  rich, 
'  hart 
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4  have  thought  fit  to  take  cognizance 
4   of  it.' 

4  As  I  hope  to  be  fayed,'  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  '  this  fame  holy  inquifition  is 

*  very  alert.     The  moment   they  fee 

*  the  lead  glimpie  of  profit—  -'    '  Soft- 

*  ly>'   interrupted   thft-.ci  ipple  j   'have 
4  a  care   what  freedom  yen  tike  with 

*  this  tribunal;  for  it  has  it's  fpies  every 

*  where,  even  of  things  that  were  ne- 

*  verfpoken.     I  rnyfelf  dare  not  fpeak 

*  of  it  without  trembling.- 

4  Over  the  unfortunate  Guillermo, 
4  -in  the  firit  room  on  the  left,  are  'two 
c  men  that  dt-fcrve  your  piry.  One  of 
1  them  is  a  young  valet  de  charr.hre, 

*  admitted    by    his   mavter-'s  wife  as  a 
'  lover.     One  day  the  hufband  caught 

*  them  in  the  fact  ;  the  woman  inium- 

*  diately  cried  cut  for  help,   and  ac- 
'  cuied  the  valet  de  chambre  of  a  rape. 
4  The  unfortunate  fellow  was  feizcd, 

*  and  will  inall'likelihood  be  facrinccd 
'  to  his  miltreis's  reputation. 

*  The  valet  de  chambre's  compa- 
'  nion,  itiil  lefs  guilty,  is  very  near 
4  his  end.  He  is  a  dutcheiVs  gentle- 

*  in  an,    who  being   robbed  of  3  large 
4  diamond,  he  is  sccull'd  of  the  theft. 
4  He  will  to-morrow  be  put  to  the  tor- 
'  ture  till  he  confei's   tlie  fact,   whidi 
4  was  in  truth  committed   by  an  old 

*  waiting-  woman  whom  nobody 


4  Ah!  Signior  Afmodeus,'  (hid 
Leandro,  4  let  me  intreat  you  to  h.lo 
4  this  young  gentleman;  I  am  con- 

*  cerned  fj>r  his   innocence  :   keep  off, 

*  by  your  power,  the    cruel    tortures 
4  that    threaten    him;     his    innocence 
4  deiervcs  —  '     *  You  do  not  confider 
4  what   you   afk,   Sir  Student/   inter- 
rupted the  devil.     4  Can  you  defire  me 
4  to  oppoi;;  an  unjuff  action,  and  hin- 
4  der  the  deftruftion   of  an   innocent 

*  man  ?  You  had  as  good  beg  of  an 
'  attorney  not   to   rum   a  *  widow   or 
«  orphan. 

4  Pray,  if  you  pleafe,  do  not  afk 
'  a  ny  thing  of  me  contrary  to  my  in- 
4  tereft,  unlefs  it  may  be  of  conti- 
4  derable  advantage  to  yourfelf.  Be- 
4  fides,  if  I  would  deliver  that  honeft 
4  man  out  of  prifon,  do  you  think  it 
4  is  in  my  power  ?'  —  '  How!'  replied 
Zainbullo,  4  have  you  not  power  to 
4  fetch  a  man  out  of  prifon  ?  —  '  No, 
«  really,'  replied  the  cripple  ;  '  if  you 
4  had  read  Enchiridion,  or  Albertws 
4  Magnus,  you  would  know  that  I 


4  cannot,  any  more  than  my  brethren, 
4  fet  a  prifoner  at  liberty.  Should  I 
4  myleif  have  the  rr.istovtune  to  fail 
'  into  the  clutches  of  a  juftice,  I  could 
4  not  extricate  mylelf  any  other  way 
4  than  by  money. 

4  In  the  next  room  is  a  furgeon, 
4  convicted  of  having  fent  Ms  wife  out 
4  of  the  world  the  ia:vu:  v?y  that  Se- 
4  neca  went.  He  was  this  day  tor- 
4  tured;  and  after  confdfing  the  crime 
'  he  was  charged  with,  owned  befules, 
4  that  he  had  for  ten  years  made  ufe 
4  of  a  new  way  to  create  practice  ;  he 
4  wounded  the  p?.fi"<;ngers  in  the  iireet 
4  with  a  bayonet,  and  nimbly  made 
4  his  efcape,  by  running  into  his  own 
4  houfe  at  a  back-door.  The  wound- 
4  ed  perfor,  in  the  mean  while,  having 
4  by  his  gror.ns  drawn  the  neighbours 
4  to  his  Hifiuance,  the  furgeon  ran  .in 
*  zli'o  with  the  crowd;  and  finding  a 
'  wounded  roan  wallowing  in  his 
4  blood,  he  caufed  him  to  be  carried 
4  into  his  (hop,  where  he  drefled  him 
4  with  the  lame  hand  which  had  given 
'  him  the  wound. 

4  Though  the  barbarous  furgeon 
i  muiie  this  conkflion,  and  de- 
4  lerves  a  thoufand  deaths,  yet  he  flat- 
4  ters  hiinfelfwith  a  pardon;  and  pof- 
4  fibly  he  may  get  one,  for  he  is  re- 
4  lated  to  one  of  the  prince's  dreffers; 
4  ;-nd  befides,  I  nvuft  tell  you  that  he 
4  makes  a  wonderful  water,  for  which 
4  he  only  has  the  receipt.  This  in- 
4  comparable  water  has  the  power  of 
4  whittning  the  fkin,  and  making  an 
4  old  wrinkled  face  as  fmooth  and  foft 
'  as  that  of  an  infant;  fo  that  three 
4  court  ladies,  who  make  ufe  of  it  as 
4  their  fountain  of  youth,  have  en- 
4  tered  into  a  confederacy  to  fave  him. 
4  And  lit  reckons  fo  much  upon  'their 
4  interelt,  or  rather,  if  you  pleafe, 
4  upon  his  water,  that  he  is  gone 
4  quietly  to  lleep,  expecting  to  receive 
4  the  agreeable  news  of  his  liberty 
4  when  he  wakes.' 

4  In  the  fame  chamber,'  faid  the 
ftudent,  4  I  think  I  fee  another  man 
4  very  fa  ft  afleep,  too,  upon  an  old  bed. 
4  Sure  his  bunnefs  cannot  be  a  very 
4  bad  one.'—1  It  is  a  very  nice  one,* 
anfwered  the  daemon.  4  He  is  a  Bif- 
4  csyan  gantleman,  grown  rich  by  the 
4  difcharge  of  a  gun;  and  it  was  thus. 
4  As  he  was  (hooting  with  his  elder 
4  brother  about  a  fortnight  ago,  who 
'  poffeiled  a  very  con fulei  able  tltate,  he 
*  unfortunately 


*  unl 
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unfortunately  killed  him  by  a  (hot 
aimed  at  Tome  yoiin^  partridges.* 
— .'  A  lucky  miltake  that  for  a  younger 
4  brother!'  cried  Don  Cleofas,  fmil- 
ing.  '  True,'  faid  Afmodeus  5  '  but 
4  thofe  that  are  next  i:i  fucfefno:i, 
'  being  greedy  of  the  dcceafcd's  «:f- 
'  tate,  are  profecuting  the  young  gen- 
«  tleman,  whom  they  accule  of 

*  mining  this  fafl  in  onU-r  to  be  fole 

of  the  family.     But  he  hat  vo- 

*  iuntary    furrendered    himklf,     ami 

*  feems  Ib   afttifled   at    his    brother's 
'  deith,   that  it   is   impofiihlc  to  inn- 

*  gine    he    killed    him    deiignedly.' — 
«  And  has  he  really  nothing  to  reproich 
«  himfclf  with    but   his   aukwardhefs 
4  at  ihooting  ?%  replied  Leandro.   4  No/ 
anfwered  the  crip;>l.e,  *  he  had  no  ill 

*  defign  :   but  whenever  an  elder  bro- 

*  ther  is   matter   of  all  the   t-ftate  of 
«  a  family,    I  would  not  adviie  him 
«  to  go  a  mooting  with  his  younger 

*  brother. 

'  Pray,  take  particular  notice  of  thofe 

*  two  youths  in  the  next  room  to  the 
'  Bifcayan,  who  are  entertaining  them- 
4  felves  as  merrily  as  if  th;y  were  at 

*  liberty.     They  are  two  ftaunch  vil- 
«  lains  ;  one  of  them  efpeciully  may, 
'  fome  time  or  other,  prefent  the  public 
«  with  an  account  of  his  rogueries,  for 
«  he  may  pals  for  a  fecond  Gufman  de 

*  Alfarache.    I  mean  him  in  the  brown 
4  velvet  waiftcoat,  with  a  plume  of  fea- 
«  thers  in  his  hat. 

4  It  is  hardly  three  months  ago  (ince 
«  he  was  one  of  the  Count  D^Oniates's 
4  pages  here  at  Madrid  ;  and  would 

*  ftill  have  been  with  his  mafter  but 

*  for    a    piece    of    roguery    that    has 
4  brought  him  hither,   which  I  flull 

*  tell  you. 

*  This  youth,  whofe  name  is  Do- 
4  mingo,  happened  one  day  to  receive 

*  a    good    found  whipping    from  the 
4  fquire,   or  governor  of  the  count's 
4  pages,   for  fome  unlucky  prank   he 
4  had    committed    that    deferved    it  ; 
4  which   lie   ftomached   a  long  while, 
4  and   refolved   to  revenge.     He    had 
4  obferved  more  than  once  that  Signior 

*  Don  Cofmo  (for  that  was  the  (quire's 
4  name)  warned  his  hands  in  orange- 
4  flower-water,    and   aftervrards    rub- 
4  bed  them  with  a  pafte  made  of  pinks 
4  and  jefTamme  ;  that  he  took  more  care 
4  of  his  perfon  than  an  old  coquette  ; 
4  in  fhori,   that  he  was  one  of  thofe 

*  fools  who    imagine    tlut  a  woman 
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'  cannot  look  upon  them  without  fall- 

'  ing  in  love  with  them.     This  (. 

>n  gave  him  a  hint  for  revenging 

'  himfelf,   which   he  communicated  to 

'  a  young  girl   that  was  .1  chamber- 

*  maid  in  the  neighbourhood,  whole  af- 
4  d'lance  he  wanted  to  put  his  deligns 
'  in  execution,  and  with  whom  he  li  i<I 
4  fuch  an  intimacy,  that  lie  could  not 
'  poflibly  have  a  greater. 

«  This  wench, named Plnrdh, in  order 
'  to  converfe  with  him  with  the  greater 
'  freedom,  made  him  pals  for  hercou- 

*  fin  at  her  millrefs  Donna  Luzians's, 
1  whole  f.uhi-r  was  then  ahfcnt.     The 
1   malicious  Domingo,  having  inftruft- 
4  ed  his  pretended  coufm  in  what  fhe 
4  was  to  do,  went  one  morning  into 
1  Don    Cofmo's  chamber,    whillt    he 
'  w  is  trying  on  a  new  fuit  of  cloaths ; 

*  all  which  time  he  was  admiring  him- 
'  felf  in  theglafs,and  appeared  ch  M m- 
'  ed  with  the  figure  he  faw  there.    The 
'  page,  pretending  to  admire  this  Nar- 
1  ciffus,    and    falling   into  a   feigned 
'  tranfport,     "  Really,    Signior   Don 
"  Cofmo,"  faid  he,    "  you  have  the 
"  air  of  a  prince.     Though  I  every 
"  day  fee  grandees  drefTcd  in  the  great- 
*'  eft  magnificence,  yet,  notwithnaod- 
"  ing  all  the  richnefs  of  their  drefs, 
"  they  want  your  mien.     I  know  not, 
"  whether  being  your  humble  fervant 
"  fo  much  as  I  am,  I  look  on  you  with 
41  eyes  too  much  prejudiced  in  your 
"  favour;  but,  in  my  opinion,  there  is 
"  not  a  gentleman  at  court  can  expect 
"  to  be  taken  notice  of  when  you  are 
"  there." 

4  The  fquire  fmiled  at  this  difcourfe, 

*  which  fo  agreeably  flattered  his  va- 
4  nity  ;    and,   putting   on    a    foft  air, 
44  You  flatter  me,  friend,"  anfwered 
4  he,  fl  or  you  muft  really  love  me  j 
4<  and  your  friendfhip  lends  me  thofe 
c4  graces  which  nature  has  denied  me." 
— "  I  do  nut   think  fo,"  replied  the 
4  page,     caj  >ling   him    all    the  while ; 
•4  for  there  is  nobody  but  who  fpeaks 
44  of  you  as  advantageoufly  as  myfelf. 
"  I  wim  you  hid  heard  what  a  coufm 
"  of  mine,  wii »  is  maid  to  a  woman 
4<  of  quality,   faid  of  you  yefterdru  . "' 

4  Don  Cofmo  i!id  not  f.til  of  afking 
4  what  that  coufinof  I;is  (aj  I :  •  S^jd  {'* 
4  replied  the  page;  4<  /he  enlarge,!  ti;i- 
44  on  tlie  beauty  of  your  (haps,  and 
4C  the  cliarms  that  are  to  be  Jeeu  all 
4«  over  your  perfon;  and  what  is  ftill 
"  better,  (he  told  me,  in  confidence, 
H  «  that 
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'  that  Luziana,  her  miftrefs,  took  a 
"  pleaftire  in  looking  at  you  every 
"  time  you  patted  by  their  houfe." 

"  Who  can  that  be,"  faid  the 
'  fquire,  "  or  where  does  ihe  live?" 
-— "  What!"  anfwered  Domingo,  "  do 
*'  not  you  know  it  is  the  only  daugh- 
"  ter  of  General  Don  Ferdinand,  our 
"  neighbour?"—"  Ah,  now  I  have 
*'  it!"  replied  Don  Cofmo.  "  I  re- 
"  member  I  have  heard  the  wealth 
"  and  beauty  of  this  Luziana  much 
"  talked  of.  She  is  a  fine  fortune. 
"  Is  it  poflible  I  can  be  fo  happy  as 
"  to  have  made  her  take  notice  of  me?" 
.— "  Moft  certainly,"  faid  the  page; 
"  my  coufm  told  mefo:  though  a  Ja- 
"  dy's  woman,  (he  is  no  lyar,  and  I 
*.'  would  anfwer  for  her  as  fcon  as  for 
«  myfelf."—"  If  it  be  fo,"  faid  the 

*  fquire,  "  I  would  have  a  little  pri- 
"  vate  difcourfe  with  thy  coufm,  and 
"  bring  her  over  to  my  interelt  by  a 
"  prefent  or  two,  according  to  cuf- 
"  torn  ;   and  if  flie  advife  me  to  make 
"  my  court  to  her  miftrefs,  I  will  try 
*<  my  fortune.  And,  indeed,  why  not? 
!f  I    agree  there  is  fome  diftance  be- 
"  tween  me  and  Don  Ferdinand ;  but 
?'  ftill  I  am  a   gentleman,  and   have 
?'  five    hundred    good  ducats  a  year. 
"  Matches   more   extraordinary   than 
"  this  happen  every  day." 

*  The  page  backed  his  governor  in 
'  his  refolution,  and  procured  him  a 

*  meeting  with  his  couiin  ;  who,  find- 

*  ing  the  fquire  ready  to  fwallow  any 
'  thing,   allured   him  that  her  miftrefs 

*  had  an   inclination  for  him,     "She 
"  has  often  afked  me  about  you,"  faid 
'  (he;    "  and   my   anfwers   have   not 
"  been  to  your  difadvantage.   In  fliort, 
"  Sir,  you   may  reafonably  prefume, 
"  that  Donna  Luziana  fecretly  loves 
ff  you :   boldly  declare   your  honour- 
"  able  defigns;  (hew  her  you  are  the 
"  gallanteft   cavalier  in    Madrid,    as 
"  you  are  one  of  the  handfomeft  and 
"  beft-made  gentlemen  ;  but  above  all 
"  things   give   her  a  ferenade,  which 
"  is  what   (he  is  paflionately  fond  of. 
*'  As  for  me,  I  will  take  care  to  ex:ol 
f  your    gallantry,    and     I    hope   my 
"  good   offices  will  not  be  in  vain." 
'  Don  Cofmo,  tran (ported  with  joy  to 
*  fee  the  maid   take  his  pa,rt  with  fo 
'   much  warrnth,   ftifled  her  with  em-» 
f  braces,   and   putting   a  trifling  ring 
'  upon   her  finger,  which  he  had  pur- 
'  pofely  bought  to  prefent  her  with  j 
«'  Dear  Florclla,"  faid  he, ««  I  give 


"  you  this  diamond  only  for  the  fake 
"  of  your  acquaintance ;  I  defign  to 
'-'  acknowledge  the  fervices  you  intend 
"  me,  by  fomething  more  fpJid  and 
«'  confiderable." 

'  It  was  impoflible  to  be  more  pleafed 

than   he  was  with  this  convention 

with  the  chambermaid.     Wherefone 

he    not  only  thanked  Domingo  for 

procuring  it  him,  but  rewarded  him 

with    a   pair  of  filk  ftockings,   and 

fome    laced    ihirts,    promiling    him 

he  would   let  flip   no  opportunity  of 

ferving  him.     And  then  conlulting 

him    upon   the   meafures    he   ihould 

take,  "  My  friend,"  laid  he,  "  doft 

'  thou  advife   me  to  break  the  ice  by 

"  a  fublime  paffionate  letter  to  Donna 

"  Luziana?'"—"  Indeed   do  I!"    an- 

*  fwered  the  page :   "  fend  her  a  de- 
"  claration  of  love  in  the  lofty  ftyle; 
"  for  fomething  tells  me  it  will  not  bs 
"  ill    received." — "  I  fancy   fo  too," 
'   replied  the  fquire;  "  however,  at  al| 
"  events,  that  (hall  be  my  beginning." 
'  Immediately  he  put  pen  to  paper  j  f« 
'  having  torn  about  twenty  foul  cor 
'  pies   of  billet-doux,    which   he  hadl 
'  made,  at  lad  he  hit  upon  one  he  re* 
f  folved  (hould  goj  this  he  read  over 
'  to  Domingo;  who,  having  heard  it 

*  with  figns  of  admiration,  undertook 

*  to  cany  it  immediately  to  his  coufin. 
'  Thele  were  the  florid  and  far-fetched 
'  terms  it  was  couched  in. 


TT  is  now  long  fince,  charming 
JL  "  Luzians,  that  drawn  by  fame, 
which  every  where  pubjiihes  your 
many  perleftions,  I  cannot  help 
being  inflamed  with  an  ardent  love 
for  yo«-  However,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fires  that  confume  me,  I  have 
not  dared  to  venture  upon  any  piece 
of  gallantry  5  but  as  I  am  informed 
that  you  vouchfafe  to  caft  an  eye 
upon  me  when  I  pafs  by  your  win- 
dow;  your  window,  that  deprives 
the  eyes  of  mankind  of  your  ce- 
leftjatl  beauty;  and  that,  by  the  in» 
fluen'ce  of  your  ftars,  (an  influence 
very  fortunate  to  me)  you  are  in- 
clined  to  wifli  me  well,  I  take  th« 
liberty  of  begging  to  be  allowed  to 
confecrate  myfelf  to  your  fervice. 
If  I  am  fo  fortunate  to  obtain  it, 
I  bid  adieu  to  all  ladies^  paft^  pre- 
fent,  and  to  come. 

«<  DON  CosMQdelaHiGVERA." 
f  The 
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1  Tht  page  *nd  his  fham  coiifin  diJ 

•  not     tail    making    ihemfelves    very 

Cofmo's  cxpencc,  and 

•  diverting  thcmfelves   with  his  letter. 
1   But    that  wis  not  all;   they  drew  up 

•  between  them   a   kind   letter,  which 
'  the    chambermaid    tranfcribed,    and 
«  Domingo    carried    t!ie  next   day   to 

•  the  lquii«,  as   Donna  Luriana's  an- 

•  fwer.     This  was  it. 


"  T  Know  not  who  it  is  that  can  fo 
JL  "  >vell  have  informed  you  of  my 
"  fccict  Cent!  incuts  :  fomehody  mult 
*'  have  hetrayrd  me;  but  I  pardon  it, 
"  fuv:e  it  has  been  the  occafion  of 
"  letting  me  know  that  you  love  me. 
"  Of  ail  men  that  p.ifs  through  the 
"  Mreet,  you  are  the  perfon  I  take 
11  the  moft  pleafure  in  looking  at; 
"  and  I  would  fain  have  you  become 
"  my  lover.  Perhaps  I  ought  not  to 
"  wim  it,  and  much  lefs  lay  it.  But 
"  if  it  be  a  crime,  it  is  a  crime  your 
"  merit  muft  find  an  excufe  for. 

"  DONNA   LUZIANA." 

'  Though  this  nnfwer  was   a  little 

•  too  tender  for  a  general's  daughter, 
1  (for  the  writers  had  not  taken  their 
'  nreafures  nicely  as  to  that)  the  vain 

•  Don  Cofmo  did  not  at  all  miftruft  it 
1  upon  that  account.    He  thought  well 
'  enough  of  hSmfelf  to  imagine  a  lady 

•  might  lay  afide   decency  a  little  for 
'  his  fake.     ««  Ah  !  Domingo,"  cried 
'  he  with  an   air  of  triumph,   '  after 
'  reading  the  pretended  letter  aloud  j 
"  thou   feeft,  my  friend,  whether  our 
"  neighbour  be  not  caught.     I   fhall 
44  be  Don  Ferdinand's  fon -in-law,  as 
"  fure  as  I  am  Don  Cofmo  de  la  Hi- 
•'  guera." 

4<  There    is    no  doubt  of  it,"  faid 

'  the  tafcal  of  a  confident ;  "  you  have 

"  matte  a  terrible  impretflon  upon  his 

"  daughter.     Bu?  ii  is  jnft  come  into 

"  my   head,"   laid  he;   "  I  remember, 

"   my    coufin    charged  me  to  tell  you, 

"  that  to-morrow   at    farthelt    it   was 

'  abfolutely  ncceffary  for  you  to  give 

•  your  miltrefs  a  ferenade,  in  order  to 

'   make  her  run   quiii  m;uj  lor    you." 

— "   With    all     my    heart,"   faid    the 

(quire;  ><  and  tliuu  m.iyeft  afiure  thy 

'  coulin  that  I  will  follow  thy  ad\ite; 

'  and,    to-morrow    about    midnight, 

"  ibe  fliall,  without-  fail,  hear  one  of 


"  the  flneft  concrrfs  in  her  ftreet  that 
1  ever  was  heard  atMadtid."  And, 
indeed  he  really  went  to  an  excellent 
niulick-mader,  and  having  let  him 
into  his  defign,  employed  him  in  the 
execution  <  : 

'  Whilft  he  was  bufied  about  his 
ferenade,  Florclla,  wiiom  the-  page 
had  in  Unified,  feeing  IKT  miltn.]'-  \n 
a  good  humour,  faid  to  hc_-r,  "  Ma- 
dam, I  am  preparing  you  a  very 
agreeable  diverfion."  Upon  which, 
Luzianaafked  her  what  it  was.  "  O 
really,"  replied  the  maid,  laugh- 
ing  like  mad  all  the  while,  "  I  have  a 
budget  full  of  news  for  you.  An 
original,  whofe  name  is  Don  Cof- 
mo, governor  to  the  Count  D'Oni- 
ates's  pages,  has  taken  it  into  his 
head  to  chufe  you  for  the  fovereign 
lady  of  his  affcftions ;  and  that 
you  may  not  be  ignorant  of  it,  is 
to-morrow  night  to  regale  you  with 
a  fine  concert  of  vocal  and  in- 
Itrumental  mufu:k."  Donna  Luzi- 
ana,  who  was  naturally  gay,  anj 
thought  the  (quire's  gallantries  would 
draw  no  ili  confequenct-s  after  them 
in  regard  to  herftlf,  far  from 
fuming  a  ferious  air,  pleafed  herfelf 
before-hand  with  the  thought  of 
hearing  the  concert;  fo  that,  with- 
out knowing  it,  me  helped  to  con- 
firm Don  Cofmo  in  an  error  which, 
had  flie  known,  flie  would  have  been 
very  angry  at. 

'  In  fhorr,  the  night  of  the  follow- 
ing day,  there  appeared  before  Lu- 
ziana's  balcony  two  coaches,  out  of 
which  alighted  the  gallant  fquirer.nd 
his  confident,  accompanied  by  fix 
men,  Come  of  which  fung  and  others 
played,  who  began  the  concert.  It 
lalted  a  confiderable  time,  and  they 
played  a  great  number  of  new  airs, 
and  fnng  feveral  fongs ;  all  which 
turned  upon  the  power  of  love  in  the 
uniting  hearts  of  unequal  condition; 
and  at  the  end  of  every  fong,  which 
the  general's  daughter  applied  to  her- 
felf, flie  laughed  ready  to  burft. 
'  When  the  ferenade  was  over,  Doa 
Cofmo  fent  back  the  mufick  in  the 
fame  coaches  they  fame  in,  and  Ihid. 
in  the  ftieet  with  Domingo,  till  fuch, 
curious  people  as  his  inulick  h.ij 
brought  about  them,  were  gone.  He 
th.-n  drew  near  the  balcony,  from 
whence  the  maidj  by  her  milfrefs'* 
pcrmillbn,  fiid  to  him  through  a  lit- 
H  »  .  tlo 


tie  window.     "  Is  it    you,  Signior 

'  Don   Cofmo?" — "  Who    is  it  afks 

'  me  that  qudlion  ?"  anlwered  he  in  a 

languifhing    tone.     "  It    is  Donna 

'  Luziana,"  replied  the  maid,  "  who 

'  would    be    informed    wheiher  this 

1  concert  he  the  effeft  of  your  gallan- 

'  try  ?" — "  It  is  no  more  than  a  flight 

'  fhadow    of   the  entertainments    my 

"  love  is  preparing  for  this  wonder  ot 

'•'  our  age,  it  flie  will  vouchfafe  to  re- 

<c  ceive   them  from  a  lover  confuming 

"  upon  the  altar  of  her  beauty." 

'  At  this  metaphor  tlie  lady  had  a 

*  ftrong    inclination    to    laugh:    how- 
'  ever,  flie  fmothered   it,  and  placing 
'  herfelf  at  a  little  window,   "Signior 
te  Don  Cofmo,"  faid  flie,  as  gravely  as 
'  flie    poffibly    could,    to    the    fquire, 
«'  it  is  very  plain  you  are  no  novice  in 
"  gallantry.     Lovers  who  would  ob- 
"  lige   their  miftreflxs   muft    learn   of 
"  you  ;  I  am  very  well   pleafed  with 
"  your  lerenade,   and   thank  you   for 
"  it.     But  I  would  have  you  retire," 

*  added  (he,  "  for  we  may  be  heard  ; 
•£  and   another   time   we  will   have  a 
"  longer     converfation."      At     thefe 
'  words  flie  flail  the  window,  leuving 

*  the  fquire  prodigioufly  pleafed  with 
'  the  favour  flie  had  jufl  done  him,  and 

*  the  page  as  much  aftonifhcd  to  lee 
'  her  a6l  a  part  in  the  comedy. 

'  This  little  entertainment,  reckon- 
'  ing  the  charge  of  the  coaches,  and  of 

*  the  va(l  quantity  of  wine  drank  by 
'  the  pei  formers,  coft  Don  Cofmo  an 

*  hundred  ducats}  yet  two  days  after 
'  his  confident  engaged  him  in  a  frefli 
'  expence,  which  was  thus.     Having 

*  learned  that  Florella  was,  on  the  eve 
'  of  St.  John,  (an  eve  fo  celebrated  in 
«  this    city)  to    go    with    fome    other 
'  wenches  of   the  fame  (lamp  to  the 

*  fiejla    del  fotillo*,   he    undertook   to 
«  give  them  a  magnificent  breakfaft  at 

*  the  fquire' s  coft.' 

"  Signior  Don  Cofmo,"  faid  he, 
"•do  you  know  that  to-morrow  is  the 
«'  feftival  of  St.  John?  I  tell  you  he- 
*'  forehand,  that  Donna  Luziana  pro- 
"  poles  to  be,  by  day-break,  on  t'r.e 
"  banks  of  the  Manfanarez,  to  fee  the 
"  fotillo.  I  fuppofe  I  need  fay  no  more 
"  to  the  flower  of  all  gallant  cavaliers, 
"  nor  are  you  a  man  that  will  flight  fo 
"  fair  an  opportunity.  I  am  perfuaded 
"  that  your  miftrefs  and  her  company 


will  be  hand fomely  treated  to-mos- 
row." — <c  Yes,  you  may  depend 
upon  it,"  faid  his  governor,  "  and 
you  fball  fee  I  know  how  to  lay  hold 
on  the  occafion."  In  reality,  very 
early  the  next  morning,  four  of  his 
mallei's  footmen,  conducted  by  Do- 
mingo, and  loaded  with  all  forts  of 
cold  meats  drefled  different  ways,  and 
a  vaft  number  of  I'mall  loaves,  and 
bottles  of  the  beft  wine,  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  Manfanarez,  where 
FloreUa  and  her  companions  were 
dancing  like  fo  many  nymphs  at  the 
rifing  of  the  morning. 
'  They  were  not  a  little  pleafed  at 
the  page's  coming  to  interrupt  their 
light  dances,  by  the  ofler  of  a  folid 
breakfaft  from  Signior  Don  Cofmo. 
They  fat  down  on  the  grafs,  and  be- 
gan to  do  honour  to  the  fcalr,  by 
laughing  immoderately  at  the  fool 
who  gave  it;  for  the  charitable  cou- 
fin  of  Domingo  had  taken  care  to  let 
them  into  the  fecret. 
4  As  they  were  all  difpofed  for  mirth, 
they  faw  the  fquire  appear  richly 
drefled,  and  mounted  on  a  pad  out  of 
the  count's  ftables.  He  came  up  to 
his  confident,  and  fainted  his  com- 
pany, who  got  up  to  receive  him  with 
the  greater  politencfs,  and  thank  him 
for  his  generoilty.  He  looked  with 
all  the  eyes  he  had  among  thefe 
wenches  for  Donna  Luziana,  defign- 
ing  to  make  his  addrefles  to  her  in  a 
fine  compliment  which  he  had  Itudied 
by  the  way;  but  Florella,  taking  him 
afide,  told  him  that  an  indifpofition 
had  prevented  her  lady's  appearing 
at  the  entertainment.  Don  Cofmo 
fliewed  a  very  great  concern  at  this 
news,  and  afkecl  what  his  dear  Luzi- 
ana's  illnefs  was.  "  She  has  got 
a  fad  cold,"  faid  the  maid,  "  by 
pafllng  all  the  night  you  gave  the 
fercnade,  in  the  balcony  without  her 
veil,  and  talking  of  you."  The 
fquiie,  comforted  by  an  accident  pro- 
ceeding from  fo  charming  a  caufe, 
begged  her  to  continue  him  her  good 
offices  with  her  miftreis;  and  returned 
home,  applauding  himfelf  more  and 
more  in  Ins  good  fortune. 
*  About  this  time,  Don  Cofmo  had 
a  bill  of  exchange  fent  him,  and  re- 
ceived a  thouland  crowns,  in  gold, 
lent  him  from  Andaiufia,  as  his 


*   A  fort  of  daJice  peculiar  to  the  Spaniards. 
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'  flure  of  an  efhtc  of  an  uncleof  his 
-cvillc.      IL-   told    over   tin-   (urn, 

*  ami  put  it  into  :»  che'.t  Scion-  })  >inin- 

.  wlu>  eye- 1  it  with fullyj  anii 

:    to  pet   thofe   pretty  things 

*  into  his  pi  !h-!fion,  he  refolved  to  run 

*  away    with    tlicin   to   I'oitugal.      He 
4   informed  Florclla  of  it,  and  went  fo 

*  far  as  to  propole  to  her  to  go  along 

*  with  him.     Though  the  propofal  de- 

*  Hived     mature    coniideration,     the 

*  wench,  as  wicked  as  the  page,  accept- 

*  ed  it  without  Haggling.     In   (hart, 
'  one  night  whilft  the  fqnire  was  (hut 
4  up  in  his  clofet,  and  bulled  in  iiulit- 
«  ing  a  pnflionute  letter  to  his  miftrefs, 
'    Domingo  found   means  to  open  the 

*  elicit  where  the  money  lay.  and  car- 

i  it  off.  Immediately  he  made  the 
«  belt  of  his  way  into  the  ftreet  with 
4  his  booty}  and  being  got  under  Lu- 

*  ziana's  balcony,  fr II  a  caterwauling. 
'  The  chambermaid,    at    this    fignal, 
4  which  they  had  agreed  upon,  did  not 
4  make  him  wait  longj  but  being  ren- 
4  dy  to  follow  him  all  over  the  world, 
4  departed  outof  Madiid  with  him. 

4  They  built  upon  having  time 
4  enough  to  reach  Portugal  before 
4  tiny  (hotild  be  overtaken  ;  but,  un- 
'  <ily  for  them,  Don  Cofrno,  that 
ni^ht  perceiving  he  was  rob- 
4  bed,  and  his  confident  run  away,  had 
4  immediate  recourfe  to  a  juftice,  who 
4  difpatched  his  blood  -  hounds  all 
'  about  in  purfuitof  the  thief,  and  took 
4  him  and  his  nymph  near  Zebceros ; 
4  w!io  were  both  brought  back,  and 
4  the  maid  lent  to  las  arrepentidas, 

*  and  Domingo  hither.' 

4  Doubtlefs  then,'  faid  the  ftudenr, 

*  the  fquire  will  not  lofe  his  money, 

*  but   it    will    be    returned    him.'— 
4  Not  fo,  neither,'  anfwered  the  devil  j 
'  thofe  pieces  are  proofs  of  the  rob- 

*  bery,  and  the  officers  of  juftice  will 
'  not  part  with  them  :  and  Don  Cof- 

*  mo,  whofe  ftory  is   fpread  all  over 
'  the  city,   itmains  plundered,  and  is 
4  laughed  at  by  every  body. 

4  Domingo,  and  that  other  prifoner 

*  at    play    w.ih   him,'  continued    the 
cripple,  «  have  a   young   Caftilian  for 

*  their     neighbour,     who    has    been 
4  brought  in  here  for    having   given 
4  his  father  a  blow  in   the  prefence  of 
4  credible    witneflVs.' — '  O    heavens.! 
ciied    Leandro,    *  what    do    you    tell 
4  me?  However  wicked  a  fon  be,  yet 
'  flill  can  ho  lift  up  his  hand  againft 


4  his     father?' — 4    O    yes,*   laid    the 
dxmon,  'i  •       wit  hunt  an  in- 

4  fiance,  nnd  I  will  give  you  a  very 
4  n-n,  .  .  In  the  i\ 

•  Piter  the  K.ill,  fiirnamed  the  Jufl 
4  ;ir.d  the  Cruel,  «-!»!ith  K.  ng  of  Poi- 
'  tug.il,  a  young  fellow  of  about  twen- 
4  ty  was  put  int.)  the  h.uuis  of  juftice 
'  foe  the  fame  faft.  Don  Paiio,  like 
4  you,  furprized  at  ihe  novelty  of 
'  the  cafe,  refolved  to  examine  the 
<  criminal's  mother,  and  did  it  with 
4  fo  much  art,  as  to  make  her  own  me 
4  had  that  child  by  a  light  reverend 
4  prelate.  In  the  fame  manner,  were 
4  the  ju  !ges  of  this  Caftviian  to  exa- 
4  mine  his  mother  as  aitfully,  they 
'  might  probably  force  a  like  con- 
4  fclfion  tiom  her. 

4  Cany  your  eyes  to  that  large  dun- 
'  geon  under  the  three  pi  ifonei  s  I  have 
4  juft  mewed  you,  and  let  us  confider 
4  what  is  pafllng  there.  Thofe  are 
4  highwaymen.  See,  they  are  break. 
4  in^  out  by  the  help  of  a  fmooth  file 
4  brought  them  in  a  loaf,  and  have  aU 
4  ready  filed  through  a  large  bar  of  a 
4  window,  through  which  they  may 
4  flip  into  a  court  thit  goes  into  the 
'  Itrcet.  They  have  been  here  more 
'  than  ten  months,  and  mould  have 
4  received  the  publkk  reward  due  to 
4  fuch  exploits  above  eight  month* 
4  ago  :  but,  thanks  to  the  tedious  pro- 
4  ceedings  of  the  law,  they  are  going 
4  again  to  their  vocation  of  murdering 
4  travellers. 

4  Follow  me  into  that  low  hall, 
4  where  you  will  fee  twenty  or  thirty 
4  pnfoners  lying  upon  ftrnw  j  they  are 
4  pickpockets,  flioplifters,  and  all 
*  the  very  worft  fort  of  felcns.  Do 
4  you  olferve  five  or  lix  of  them  wor- 
4  rying  a  kind  of  handicraft  tradef- 
4  man  brought  in  to  day  for  wounding 
4  an  Alguazil  with  a  Hone?' — «  But 
4  why  do  they  beat  the  poor  K'.'s..u  ?* 
faid  Zambullo.  4  It  is,'  anlwnij 
Aimodeus,  4  bccaufc  he  has  not  paid 
'  his  garmfli.  But,'  added  he,  •  let 
4  us  leave  thofe  rogues,  and  get  ;<s 
4  tar  as  we  can  from  this  wrrtiht-d 
4  place,  that  we  may  employ  our  time 
4  upon  objeiSis  that  are  more  agite- 
4  able.' 

CHAP.     VIII. 

ASMODEUS  SHEWS    DON   CLEOFAI 
SEVERAL  PERSONS,  AND  DISCO- 
VERS 
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VERS  TO  HIM  WHAT  THEY  HAVE 
BEEN   DOING  THAT  DAY. 

LEAVING   the  prifoners,   they 
flew  towards  another  quarter,  and 
lighted    upon    a   great    houfe,    where 
the  daemon  faid  thus  to  the  ftudent : 

•  I  have  a  great  mind  to  tell  you  what 
'  all  the  people  living  round  this  great 
«  houfe  have  this  day  been  doing,  and 
«  poflibly    it    may    divert    you.'—'  I 

•  make  no  doubt  of  it,'  anfwered  Le- 
andro,  '  and   I  wifli  you    would    be- 

•  gin  with  that  captain  who  is  draw- 

•  ing  on  his  boots.'—'  He   is  going 
«  out  of  Madrid,'    fnid    AfmodeuS  $ 

•  his  horfes  wait  for  him  at  the  gate, 
«  and  he  is  commanded  to  Portugal, 

•  in  order  to  join  his  regiment. 

•  Having  no  money  to  make  the 
«  campaign,  he  yefterday  applied  him- 

•  felfto  an  uJ'nrer  :  "  Signior  Sangui- 
"  fuela,"  faid  he,  "  cannot  you  lend 
"  me  a  thonfand  pieces  of  eight  ?"— 
"  Captain,"  anfwered  the  ulurer,  in 
«  very  obliging  terms,  "  I   have   not 
•'  fo  much  by  me,  but  I  will  do  my 
«'  bed  to  find  y°  U  a  man  that  fhall  lend 
*«  you  the  fum;    that  is,  fliall  give  you 
*'  four  hundred  down,   provided  you 
*'  give  your  note  for  a  thoufand  ;  and 
"  out  of  that  four  hundred,  pleafe  to 
«'  take  notice  that  I  expcft  fixty  for 
•*  procuration.       Money   is   fo    very 
««  fcarce  at   this  time — "    "  What  a 
*'  hellim  extortion  is  this,"  interrupted 
«  the  officer  haftily,  "to  aflc  fix  hun- 
"  dred  and  fixty  patacoons  for  the  ufe 
•'  of  three  hundred  and  forty  !  What 
««  a  horrid  cheat  is  this  !  Such  uncon- 
'«  fcionable  rafcals  deferve  hanging." 

"  Do  not  be  in  a  pafiion,  captain," 
'  replied  the  ufurer  with  great  cool- 
«  nefs,  "  try  at  another  place.  What 
•'  do  you  complain  of?  Do  I  force  you 
«*  to  take  the  three  hundred  and  forty 
«'  patacoons?  You  are  at  your  liber- 
*'  ty  to  take  them  or  let  them  alone." 

•  The  captain  went  away  without  re- 

•  turning  any  anfwer:  but,  after  con- 
«  fidering  that  he  muft  go  to  his  regi- 
4  ment,  that  his  time  was  fhort,   and 
'  that  he  could    do   nothing  without 
«  money,   he  returns   the  ne'xt  morn- 
«  ing  to   the  ufurer,  whom  he  met  at 
«  his  door   in  a  black  cloak,  collar- 
'  band,   and  fhort  hair,  with  beads  in 
'  his  hands.     "  Signior  Sanguifuela," 
'  fays  he,  "  I  am   content    to  accept 
"  your  tliree  hundred  and  forty  pata- 


"  coons;  my  extreme  want  of  money 
"  has  forced  me  to  it." — "I  am  go- 
"  ing  to  mafs,"  anfwered  the  ufurer 
'  very  gravely,    "  and  at   my  return 
"  come  again,  and  you  (hall  have  that 
<  fum."-""    No,    no,"    replied     the 
captain,  "  go  in    again  ;  this    affair 
'  will  not  take  you  up  two  minutes  t 
'  pray  difpatch   me  immeiiiately,  for 
'  I  am  in  theutmoft  hafte." — "Ican- 
'  not  really,"  replied  the  ufurer;   "  I 
'  every  day  hear  mafs  before  I  do  any 
'  manner  of  bufinei'S;  ft  is  my  cort- 
'  ftant  rule,  which  I  am  refolved  to 
'  obferve  moft  religioufly  for  the  re- 
'  mainder  of  my  life." 
*  However  impatient  the  captain  was 
to  receive  his  money,  he  was  forced 
to  fubmit  to  pious  Sanguifuela's  ftric~l 
rules ;  and,  as  if  he  had  been  afraid 
he  mould  mifs  the  patacoons,  he  fol- 
lowed the  ufurer  to  the  church,   and 
Maid  the  mafs  out  with  him  ;  after 
which  he  prepared  to  go  out  of  the 
church,  when  Sanguifuela  whifper- 
ed    in   his  ear,   that   one  of  the  a- 
bleft  preachers  in  Madrid  was  going 
to  mount  the  pulpit;   "and    I   will 
'  not,  on  any  account,"  faid  he  "  lofe 
1  the  fermon." 

'  The  officer,  wlto  thought  the  mafs 
infupportabiy   tedious,    was    almoft 
diftrafted  at  this  frefh  delay  ;  but  yet 
waited  the  fermon  out.  The  preach- 
er  appeared,    and    preached   againft 
tifury,  at  which  the  captain  was  in- 
finitely pleafed  ;  and  observing  San- 
guifuela's looks,  he  faid  to  himfelf, 
'  If  this  Jew  mould  be  touched  with 
'  this  difcourfe !  Should  he  now  give 
'  me  fix  hundred  patacoons,  how  hap- 
'  py  it  would  be  !"  After  the  fermon, 
the  ufuier  went  out  of  the  church  : 
{  Well,  Signior  Sanguifuela,"  faid  the  ' 
'  captain,  joining  him,  "what  do  you 
1  think   of  this    preacher?    was    not 
1  the  fermon  very  pathetic  ?  For  my 
'  part,  I  own  it  fenfibly  moved  me." 
•*"  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion," 
anfwered   the   extortioner :  "  he  has 
f  handled  his  fubjefl  perfectly  well ; 
'  he  is  a  learned  man,  and  has  per- 
'  fe&ly  well  difcharged  the  duty  of 
1  his  calling;  let  us  go  do  the  fame 
'  in  ours." 

4  Pray,  who  are  thefe  two  ladies  in 
'  bed  together,  who  laugh  fo  loud  ?' 
cried  Don  Cleofas  ;  '  they  feem  to  me 
'  to  be  very  merry.' — •  They  are,' 
anfwered  the  devil,  '  a  couple  of  young 
«  ladie» 


'  Uilif$  tint  Irivr  tliis  day  buried  iln-ir 
.i.  a  whimlical  humuur- 
'  ni,  that  had  Inch  an  avcilion  for  ma- 
'  tiimuiiy,  or  i aiiicr  luch  -. 
'  to  give  portiinu  to  hi<  daughters, 
'  ih.it  he  would  never  marry  them, 
'  how  advantageous  matches  foever 
*  weicotfeiol.  Tlu :  cli.n  .:CU.-r  i  f  tiicir 
i.itli-r  was  the  perpetual 
'  fuhjccl  of  their  difcourfc.  "  He  is 
"  dead  at  la(t,"  laid  the  eldeft,  ««  our 
"  unnatural  father,  who  took  a  bar- 
*'  barous  plealurc  in  preventing  our 
"  maniige;  he  will  now  no  more 
"  cioi's  our  dcfues!" — "  1'or  my 
"  pait,"  faid  the  youngelt,  "  I  am 
*'  for  a  rich  huibanJ,  though  a 
ft  fool,  and  the  fat  Don  Blanco  Jhall 
"*  be  iny  man.  '—"  Hold,  filter,"  re- 
f  plied  the  tldelt,  "  do  not  let  us  be 
"  io  very  hally  in  the  choice  of  hul- 
f(  bands;  let  us  marry  thofe  the  powers 
'•  above  have  dellii:f.\l  for  us;  for  our 
"  marriages  aiv  regiliv-'ic,!  in  lloaven's 
"  book."—"  So  much  the  worftf, 
"  dear  filter,"  reiiirncd  the  youngelt, 
"  for  I  am  afraid  my  fuller  will  tear 
"  out  the  leaf."  At  this  the  eldt/t 
'  could  not  lioid  from  an  extravagant 
•'  rit  of  laughter  j  in  which,  the  young- 
l  eft,  equally  tickled,  as  heartily  joins. 
4  In  the  houfu  nexf  to  the  two  lifters, 
'  lives,  in  a  ready-furniflied  chamber, 
'  a  young  Arragpnian  lady,  who  is  up- 
'  on  the  catch  for  fome  rich  bubble. 
4  1  lee  flic  is  looking  in  the  glals  in- 
'  Itead  of  going  to- bed,  and  compii- 
'  menting  hor  charms  on  the  iinpor- 

*  tant    conqnelt  they  have  made   tiiis 
.'  day.     She  i»  likewife  contriving  new 
f  airs,  and  has    already  hit  on    two, 

*  which  will  to-morrow  give  a  good 
f  fbroke  towards  the  gaining  of  a  new 
'  lover,  who  is  luch  a  very  promifing 
t  fpark,  that  (he  cannot  be  too  fedu- 
'  Jous  in  the  conquelt  of  him;  and  one 
«  of    her  creditors  coming  not    long 
«  fitice  to  dun  her,  "  Hor.. 

*  faid  flr.-,   "  come  within  a  few  days, 
"  and   you   (hall    be  paid  ;  I  am  ji.it 
f   upon  term*  ot   agreement  witii  one 
*«  ot  the  c!i  ef  olficers  of  the  trealury." 

4  I    need    not,'    faid    Don   Cleora*, 
f  a(k  you  what  that  gentleman,  whom 

*  I  lee,  has  been  doing  for  tins  whole 
f  day  ;  he  mult  of  necellity  have  (pent 
'  it  in  wiiting  letters.     VViut  a  prodi- 

*  gious  quantity  do  I  fee  on  his  table!' 
~-'   What  is  mott  comical,1  anlwered 
the   devil,    '  is,  that  all  thefe  letters 
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are  verbatim  the  fame.  This  cava- 
lier has  wrmu>  to  all  his  abfcnt 
friends  the  relation  of  an  adventure 
which  happened  to  him  this  Jay  after 
dinner,  and  is  aa  follows,  He  loves 
a  beautiful  dilcreet  widow  of  thirty  s 
he  makes  his  addrefles  to  her;  (he 
does  not  flight  him ;  he  propofci 
to  many  lier,  and  flic  accepts  the 
oiler.  While  the  nuptial  prepara- 
tions are  making,  he  has  free  leave 
to  vifit  her  at  her  own  lioufr,  whick 
he  accordingly  doth  daily.  He 
has  been  there  to-day;  and  1  I>- 
pening  to  meet  with  none  of  the  fa- 
mily to  afk  where  fhe  was,  he  en- 
Uud  the  lady's  apartment,  where  he 
fut  prized  iier  alleep  on  a  couch  in  an 
amorous  undrefs  ;  or,  to  fpeaJc  more 
properly,  aimolt  naked.  He  ap- 
proached her  foftly,  and  ftole  a  kils  j 
at  which  flic  awaked,  and,  fighing, 
laid,  ««  Ah,  pray  Ambrofio,  let  me 
4  lleep  !"  The  cavalier,  like  a  well- 
bred  man,  very  civilly  took  his  leave 
at  that  inftant,  and  quitted  her 
apartment  :  he  met  Ambrofio  at  the 
door.  "  Ambrofio,"  faid  he,  "  your 
'  miftrefs  begs  that  you  would  not 
'  wake  her." 

4  Two  doors  beyond  this  cavalier, 
I  diicover  a  fmall  houfe,  where  lives 
an    original    of    an    hufband,    who 
fnores    while   his  wife  is  reproach- 
ing him  for   having   ftaid   out    the 
whole  day  j  and  {he  would  be  much 
more  exalperated,  if  (he  knew  how 
he   had    been    employing    himfelf.* 
— 4  In  fome  intrigue,  I  warrant  you,* 
faid    Zambullo.     '  You     are    right,* 
replied   Al'modeus  ;    '  and  I  will  tell 
'  you  it. 

4  This  man  is  a  citizen,  whofe  name 
is  Patricio,  one  of  thoie  loofe  huf- 
bands  that  live  without  thinking,  as 
if  they  had  neither  wives  por  chilr 
dren.  Yet  he  has  a  beautiful,  mo- 
d-.lt  wife,  two  daughters,  and  a  fon, 
all  very  young.  He  went  out  tlii* 
morning  without  aficing  whether 
there  was  bread  lor  the  family,  who 
fo:netimes  v  .  i.tit.  He  polled  by 
the  great  fqu.it c,  drawn  thither  by 
the  pieparations  lor  tlie  bull  fealis 
which  art  to  LJL-  t.;..i  .y.  There  were 
fcarfolds  airruiy  built  all  round, 
and  fuch  as  were  the  molt  e.iger  to 
liitisfy  their  cunolity  had  already  be- 
gan to  take  their  places. 
1  NVhilll  he  \vaj  gazing  at  them, 

'  ho 
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1  he  happened  to  cnft  an  eye  upon  a 

•  lady  very  veil    made,    and    neatly 
'  dreffed,  who,  in  coming  down  from 

•  one  of  the  fcaffolds,  (hewed  a  fine 
'  well-turned  leg,  with  a  pink-coloured 

•  filk  flocking  and  fiiver  garter.  There 
'  needed  no  more  to  fet  cur  weak  citi- 
'  zen  all  in   a  flame;  who  advancing 

•  up  to  the  lady,  who  had  another  with 
'  her  that  plainly  enough  discovered 

•  by  her  air  that  they  were  both  upon 

•  the  catch;   "  L"di^'=,"   f.*id    he   to 
«  them,  "  if  I  can   be  ferviceable  to 
•'  you  any  way,  pi'^y  command  me, 
•'  for  I  am  very  much  at  your  fervice." 
•— "  Sir,"an(w',:red  tlie  nymph  with  the 

•  pink  coloured  Itockings,  "your  of- 
«*  fer  is  100  obliging  to  be  rejected;  we 
"  had  already  taken  our  places,  but 
•'  have  ju It  left  them  to  go  to  breakf'aft, 
«'  for  we  hive  l>een  Co  filly  as  to  come 
f  out  this  morning  without  drinking 
*'  our  chocolate;    and    fince  you   are 
f  fo  gallant  as  to  offer  us  your  fervice, 
•'  go  along  with  us,  if  you  pleafe,  to 
"  Ibme    place  where  we   may    eat    a 
**  mouthful.    But  let  it  be  (bmewheie 
"  that  we  may  not  be  feen  ;  for  you 
"  know  young  maidens  cannot  be  too 
««  careful  of  their  reputation." 

*  At  thefe  words,  Patricio,  grow- 
'  ing  ftill  more  polite  and  well-bred 
'  than  there  was  any  occafion  for, 

*  carries  his   princefles  to  a  tavern  in 
'  the  fuburbs,   where  he   calls  for  a 

*  breakfail,      "  Sir,"   fays   the    man 
'  of  the   houfe,    "what    would    you 
fl  pleafe  to  have  ?  I  have  the  remains 
*'  of  a  e;reat  entertainment,   made  at 
"  my    houle  yeftcrday,    ftill    by    me; 
"  crammed    chickens,    partridges     of 
"  Leon,  pigeons  of  Old  Cattle,   and 
*'  more  than   half  a  him  of  Eftrema- 
*'  dura." — "  That  is    more  than  we 
««  (hall    want,"  faid    the    gentJeman- 
**  ulher  of  thefe    veftals.     "  Ladies, 
^(  you  need  only  chufe  ;  which  are  you 
te  for?" — "  Whatever    you   pleafe," 
«  anfwered  they  ;  "  your  lalte  (hall  be 
"  ours."  Whereupon  our  citizen  or- 

*  dered  a  brace  of  young  partridges, 
«  and  two  cold  chickens,  and  a  private 
'  room,  feeing  he  was  with  ladies  who 

*  ftood  fo  much  upon  their  modrfty. 

*  They  (hewed   him  and   his  com- 

*  pany  into  a  little  bye-clofct;  whither, 
'  in  a  moment,  was  brought  what  he 
«  had  befpcke,  with  bread  and  wine. 
«  Pur  Lucretias,  like  ladies  very  (harp- 


'  fet,  fell  greedily  upon  the  meat; 
'  while  the  cully,  who  was  to  pay  the 
'  reckoning,  amufed  himfelf  with  con- 

*  templating  the  beauty  of  his  Luiiita, 

*  for  fo  was  this  lady  of  his  affections 
'  called.     He  admires    the   whitenefs 
'  of  her  hands,  on    which  fpaikled  a 
'  large  ring  which  (lie  had  gained  by 
'  her  practice  ;  he   calls   her  a  ftar,   a 
'  fun,  and  a  thoufand  fuch  fine  names, 

*  and  is  not  able  to  eat  for  thinking 
'  on  his  good-luck   in  meeting  with 
'  her.     He  aflted    his  goddcfa   if  (he 

*  were    married  ;    to    which    (he  an- 
'  fwered,  no;   but  was  under  a  bro- 
'  ther's  care  :  if  (lie  had  added,  on  A- 
'  dam's  fide,  (he  had  (poke  the  truth. 

'  In  the  mean  while,  the  two  harpies 
'  not  only  devoured  each  her  chicken, 
'  but  drank  proportionably  too.  The 

*  wine  was   Coon   out,    and  our  (park 
'  himfelf  ran  to  fetch  more,  that  they 
'  might  have  it  the  fooner;    but   he 

*  was   hardly  out  of  the  room,  when 
'  Jacintha,   Luifita's  companion,  lajs 
'  her  claws  upon  the  partridges  that 
'  remained  in  the  di(h,  and  crams  them 
'  into  a  linen  pocket  (lie  had  under  her 
«  petticoat.     Prefently  our  Adonis  re- 
'  turned  with  more  wine  ;  and  obfer- 
'  ving  the  victuals  were  gone,  alked  his 
4  Venus  whether  (he   would  not   eat 
«  fomething   elfe.      "  Let  us  have," 

*  faid    (he,  "  Come   of   thofe   pigeons 
*'  our  landlord  was  mentioning,  pro- 
«*  vided  they  be  exceeding  fine;  if  not, 
**  a  piece  of  the  ham  will  do."  She 
'  had  fcarce  fpoke,  when  Patricio  went 
«  back  to  the  larder,  and  ordered  three 

*  pigeons  and  a  large  (lice  of  the  ham. 
'  Our   birds    of  prey  began  to  peck 
'  again  :  and  whilil   their   fpark  was 
«  obliged  a  third  time  to  difappear  for 
'  bread,  they  fent  a  brace  of  the  pi- 

*  geons  to  keep  company  with  the  pri- 

*  loners  in  'heir  pocket. 

*  After  the  repaft,  which  conciuded 
'  with  fruits  proper  to  the  feafon,  the 
'  amo.ous  Patricio  prefled  Luifita  to 
'  make  him  thofe  returns  he  expected 
'  from  her  gratitude,  which  the  lady 
'  refufed  to  comply  with  ;  but  gave 
'  him  fome  hopes  at  the  fame  time, 
'  telling  him  there  was  a  feafon  for 
'  every  thing,  and  that  ihe  thought  a 

*  tavern  a  very  unfit  place  to  teftifyher 
«  acknowledgments  in  for  the  obliga- 

*  tion  (lie  had  to  him.     Upon  which, 
«  hearing  it  llrike  one,  (he  put  on  an 

*  air 
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*  air  of  uneafmds,  faying  to  her  com- 
'  panion,    "  Dear    J.icintha,    we    are 
•«  very  unfortunate,  \-  e  thall  meet  with 
»«  never  .\  place  to  fee  the  bull  T 
•*-««  Pardon  me,"  anlwered  Jacmtln, 
"  this  gentleman  h:is   no  more  to  do 
«'  than  to  i.nry  us  hack  where  he  firft 
*'  accofted  us  with  fo  much  politencfs, 
*'  and  do  not  be  \intaiy  about  the  reft>" 

«  Before    they  went  out  of  the  ra- 

*  vern,  there  was  a  necefiity  for  pay- 
«  ing  the   vintner,  who  mounted   the 

*  bill  to  fifty  reals:  the  citi7en  put  his 

*  hand  into  his  pocket,   where  finding 

*  but  thirty   reals,  he  was    forced  to 
<  pawn  his  beads,  garnimeci  with  filver 

*  medals,  for  the  reft.    He  then  waited 

*  on  his  adventurers  to  the  place  where 

*  he  met  with  them,  and  placed  them 

*  in  a  very  convenient   feat  on  one  of 

*  the  fcatfolds,    for   which     the   pro- 
'  prietor,    a  friend  of  his,  gave   him 
«  credit. 

«  They  were  hardly  feated,  ere  they 

*  aflced  for  fomething  to  drink,     «'  I 
•'  am  fainting  with  thirft,"  cried  one, 
"  the  ham  ha*    made  me  fo  terribly 
«  dry."—"    And    I   too,"   cried   the 
•*  other,  "  could  drink  a  glafs  of  lemon- 
•*'  ade  with  plealure."      Immediately 

*  Pttricro,     who    undefftood   but  too 
«  well  what  all  this  meant,  left  them, 

*  in  order  to  go  for  refreshments :  but, 

*  flopping  fliort,    fays  he  to   himfelf, 
"  Where  art  thou   going,    madman? 
*«  Methinks  thou  (houldft  have  a  hun- 
•«  dred  piitoles,  either  in  thy  pocket  or 
*'  at  home,  and  yet  thou   haft  not  a 
*«  crofs.     What  mall    I  do?"  conti- 

*  nued  he.     "  Shrll  I   return   to  the 
"•'  lady  without  what  (he  defires  ?  No, 
"  that  will  never  do.     On   the  other 
"  !      -i,    fliall  I  ftop  fhort  in  an  affair 
T<  that  is  fo  far  advanced  ?  I  can  never 
««  think  of  that." 

1  In  this  perplexity,  he  perceives  one 

*  of  his  friends  in  the  crowd,  who  had 

*  oflen  made  him  offers  of  friendship, 

*  which,  out  of  pride,  lie  had  always  re- 

*  fuied:    immediately   laying  afide  all 

*  (hame,  he  makes  up  to  him  in  great 

*  hafte,  and   borrows  a  double  piftole 
'  of  himj  and,    taking  heart  at  this 
'  fortunate  accident,  flies  to  a  choco- 

*  late  houfe,  and  there  buys  fo  many 
'  liquors   cooled  in   ice,  ib  many  bif- 
'  cuits  and  dried  fweetmeats,  that  the 

*  doubloon  would  Icarce  ferve  for  that 

*  expence. 

'  In.  0191 1,  the  ft  aft  concluded  with 


*  the  day?  and  our  gallant  waits  on  hij 
'   Indies  home,  hoping  thereby  to  gain 
'   his  ends.     But   when  they  were  be- 

*  fore  a  houfe  where  (he  faid  (he  lived, 
'  a  lort  of  a  maid  came  out  to  Luifita, 

*  and    (peaking    with    fome    concern, 
"  Lord,"  faid  (he,    "  where  have  you 
"  been  fo  late  1  Your  brother,    Signior 
<*  Don   Jafper  Heridor,    has  been    at 
"  home  thefe  two  hours,  ftormingand 
"  fwearing   hke   a    madman."    Upon 

*  which  the  fifter,  pretending  to  be  in 

*  a  fright,  turned  to  our  fpark,  and, 
'  fqueezing  his  hand,    faid  in  a    low 
«  voice,  "  My  brother  is  terribly  paf- 
*'  fionate,   but  it  is  foon  over;  ftay'a 
'*  little  in  the  ftreet,  and  do  not  be  im- 
'«  patient,  fo  we  will  go  in  and  quiet 
w  him  j  but,  as  he  every  night  fups  in 
"  the  city,  the  moment  he  goes  out, 
'«  Jacintha  (hall  come  and  inform  you 
"  of  it,  and  let  you  in." 

«  The  gallant,  comforted  by  this 
'  promife,  Rifled  Lnifita's  hand  with 
'  tranfport,  who  beftowed  on  him  a 
'  few  carefles  to  keep  him  in  hopes j 

*  and  then  went  in  with  Jacintha  and 

*  the  maid.     Patricio  very  contentedly 

*  fart  himfelf  down  on  a  none  that  wa« 

*  near  the   door,  and    waited  a   good 
'  while,  without  thinking  they  could 
«  poflTiblyhave  any  defign  to  trick  him. 
'  Nothing  furprized   him  but  that  he 

*  did  net  fee   Don  Jafper   come  out, 
«  which  made  him  fear  that  this  curfed 

*  brother  would  not  fup  in  the  city. 

*  In  the  mean  time  he  hears  it  Itrike 

*  ten,  eleven,  twelve.    Then  he  began 
'  to  abate  of  his   confidence,    and  to; 
4  fufpeft  his  lady's  fincerity.     He  goe* 
'  up  to  the  door,  goes  in,  and   gropes 

*  his   way   through   a  dark  alley,    in 
'  the  midft  of  which  he  finds  a  pair  of 
'  ftairs.     However,  he  dares  not  ven- 
«  ture  to  go  op,  bat  liftens  attentively, 
«  and  his  ear  is  faluted  with  the  dif- 
'  agreeable  concert  of  a  dog  barking, 

*  a  cat  mewing,  and  a   child  crying. 
«  At  laft  he  begins  to  find  he  is  im- 
'  pofed  upon  ;    and  what   fully   con- 
'  vinces  him  is,  that  endeavouring  to 
'  get  at  the  end  of  the  alley,  he  finds 
'  nimfelf  in  a  different   ftreet  to  that 

*  where  he  had  ib  long  waited. 

«  Then  he  regretted  the  lofs  of  his 
'  money,  and  returns  home  curfmg  the 
«  pink-coloured  (lockings:  he  knocks, 
'  and  his  wife  opens  the  door  with 
«  her  beads  in  her  hand,  and  tears  in 
'  her  eyes  j  faying,  with  a  moving  air, 

I  •«  Ah, 
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Ah,  Patrleio!  can  you  thus  abandon 
your  houfr,  and  take  fo  little  care 
of  your  wife  and  children  ?  What 
have  you  been  doing  ever  fince  frx 
o'clock  this  morning,  that  you 
went  out  ?"  The  hulband  not  know- 
«  ing  what  anfwer  to  make,  and  a- 
«  fhamed  befides  of  being  fooled  by  a 
«  couple  of  jilting  baggages,  undrefled, 
«  and  went  to-bed  without  fpeaking 
«  one  word.  The  wife,  in  a  humour 

*  for  moralizing,  is  now  giving  him  a 
'  Icclure  that  this  moment  has  laid  him 

*  to  fleep. 

•  «  Calt  your  eyes,'  purfued  Afmodeus, 

*  on  that  great  houfe,  beyond  that  of 

*  the  gentleman   who   is   writing   his 

*  friends   an   account  of  breaking  off 

*  his  marriage  with  his  miftrefs.     Did 
«  you  fee  that  young  lady  in  the  rofe- 
«  coloured  fattin  bed  embroidered  with 
'  gold '?' — '  Yes,'  anfwered  Don  Cleo- 
fas,  '  I  difeern  a  fine  woman  in  a  pro- 
«  found  fleep,  and  I  think  alfo  a  book 
'  on  her  boltter/— '  You  are  right,1  re- 
plied Afmodeus  ;  '  that  lady  is  a  very 

*  gay,  witty,  young  countefsj  who  be- 

*  ing  indifpofed,  and  not  able  to  fleep  for 

*  a  week,  (he  this  day  refolved  to  fend 

*  for  one  of  the  graveft  phyficiaris  of 
«  this  city.     He  came,  me  confulted 
«  him,  and   he   ordered  her  a  remedy 

*  mentioned  in  Hippocrates.     The  la- 
«  dy  began  to  rally  his  prefcription ; 

*  but  the   phyfician,   being   a  peevifh 

*  animal,     was  difgufted  at    her   jeft, 
«  and  replied,   with  his  doftorial  gra- 
4  vity,  "  Hippocrates,  Madam,  is  not  a 
"  proper    man    to    be    ridiculed."— 
«<  God,  forbid,  doctor,"  anfwered  the 

*  countefs,  with  the  moft  ferious   air 
«  that  it  was  poffible  for  her  to   pat 
4  onj    "  God    forbid  that   I   fliould 
"  laugh  at  fuch  a  famous  and  learned 
«'  author!  I   have  fuch  a   high  value 
•*  for  him,  that  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
«'  the  reading  of  fome  of    his  tracts 
"  only   would  cure   my  waking  dif- 
"  temper.  I  have  his  works  traniiated 
"  by  the  learned  Azero,  which  is  the 
«'  beft  tranflation    extant."     She  ac- 

*  cordingly  tried  the  experiment,  and 
«  at  the  third  page  fell  afleep.   . 

•  In  the  countefs's  ftables  there  is  a 
*'poor   one-armed  foldier,   whom   the 

*  grooms,  out  of  charity,  allow  to  lie 
«  every  night  on  the  ftraw.     He  begs 

*  in   the  day-time ;  and  has  juft   now 

*  had  a  pleafant  converfation  with  an- 

*  other  beggar  that  lives  near  Buen- 


-'  retiro,  in  a  paflage  leading  to  tfte 
'  court.  This  laft  has  made  a  good 
'  hand  of  it,  is  a  warm  old  fellow, 
'  and  has  a  daughter  marriageable, 
f  who  pafles  amongft  thefe  people  for 
•  a  rich  heirefs.  The  foldier  accoft- 
'  ing  the  old  gentleman,  faid  to  him, 
"  Signior  Mendigo,  you  fee  I  have  loft 
"  ray  right-arm ;  I  can  no  longer  ferve 
-"  his  majefty;  and  an>  reduced,  as  you 
"  are,  to  the  civility  of  paflengers  far 
"  a  fubfiltence.  But  of  alt  trades,  I 
"  know  very  well  this-  is  one  that  beft 
"  fubfifts  thole  that  follow  it,  and  that 
"  all  it  wants  is  to  be  alittle  more  he*- 
"  nourable." — "  If  it  were  honour- 
"  able,"  anfwered  the  other,  "  it 
"  would  be  worth  nothing,  for  every 
"  body  would  take  it  up." 

"  You  fay  right,"  replied  the  fol- 
«  dier  j  «'  well,  then,  I  am  one  of  your 
*'  brethren,  and  would  fain  be  related 
*'  to  you.  You  /hall  give  me  your 
•*  daughter." — "  You  do  not  confi- 
"  der,"  anfwered  the  old  rich  fellow, 
"  that  flie  muft  have  a  better  match: 
"  you  are  not  half  lame  enough  for 
"  my  fon-in-law.  I  would  have  a 
"  man  in  a  condition  to  draw  com  pa  f- 
"  fion  from  an  ufurer."  — <'  Good 
"  God  I"  faid  the  foldier,  "  is  not  my 
«'  condition  deplorable  enough  ?"-*• 
*'  Fie,"  anfwered  the  other  haftily, 
"  you  have  only  loft  an  arm,  and  yet 
"  you  pretend  to  my  daughter.  Do 
"  you  know.  Sir,  that  I  have  already 
"  refufed  her  to  a  fellow  fo  lame,  that 
*'  he  goes  with  his  breech  in  a  bowl !" 

*  But  we  muft  not  pafs  by  the  houfe 
'  next  to  the  countefs's,  where  lives  a 
'  drunken  painter  and  a  poet.  The 
'  painter  went  out  at  feven  this  morn- 

*  ing,  with  intent  to  fetch  a  confeflbr 
'  to  his  wife,  who   is  at  the  point  of 

*  death  j    but  meeting   with   a  friend 
'  that  dragged  him  to  the  tavern,  he 

*  never  returned  till  ten  at  night.   The 
'  poet,  who,  if  he  be  not  belyed,  has 
'  fometimes   met   with   a  melancholy 
'  reward  for  his  fatires,  faid  juft  novr 
1  in  a  coffee-houfe,  with  a  fwaggering 
'  air,  fpeaking  of  a  man  who  was  ab- 

*  fent,   "  That  is  a  rafcal  to  whom  I 
"  mull  give  a  good  drubbing  j"  upon 
«  which  an  arch  fellow  replied,  "  That 
<e  you  may  very  eafily,  for  you  have  a 
"  good  ftock  by  you." 

'  I  muft  not  forget  a   fcene  worth 

*  your  hearing,    that    hath    this   day 
<  Bailed  at  a  banker' $  in  this  ftreet*  who 
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c  is  lately  let  up  in  this  city.  It  is  not 
«  two  mo'Hlis  ('nee  he  returned  from 

.  h.lrn  with  riches:  his  father 
Mer  in  a  fm:ill  village 

it    twelve   leagues  from   henct, 

*  where  hr  livid  thoroughly  contented 
«  with  his  condition,  and  his  wife,  who 

*  is    iniiiii    about  the  fame  age   with 
4  himfelt",  that  is,   fixty. 

'  It  is  a  long  time  fince  this  banker 
'  left  his  parents,  to  go  to  the  Indies 
'  in  illicit  ut  a  littter  fortune  than  what 
'  they  could  propofe  to  leave  him  ;  for 

*  within  the  compafs  of  twenty  rolling 

*  years  they  had  not  feen  him.     They 
'  frequently  talked  of  him,  and  con- 

*  tinually  prayed  that   Heaven  would 

*  pleafe  not  to  forfake  him;  and  the' 

*  parfon  being  their  friend,  they  ne- 
«  ver  tailed  to  obtain  the  publick  pray- 
'  ers  of  the  congregation  for  him.    As 
'  for  the  banker,  he  had  not  forgotten 
'  them  ;    but  as  foon  as  he  was  fettled, 
'  •refolved  to  inform  himfelt  of  their 
«  condition.     To  this    purpole,    after 
'  having  ordered  his  domefticks  not  to 

*  expeft   him,  he  mounted   on    horfe- 
'  back,  and  went  alonj  to  the  village. 

*  It  was  ten  at  night  before  he  got 
'  thither;  and  the  honeft  cobler  was  a- 

*  bed  with  his  wife,  in  a  found  deep, ' 
'  when  he  knocked  at  th*  door  :  they 

*  then   awaked,    and  afked    who    was 
'  there,     "  Open     the     door,"     fays 

*  the  banker;  "  it  is  your  fon  Francil- 
««  Jo." — "  Make  others   believe  that 
"  if*  you   can,"    cried   the  old  man; 
*c  you  thieving  rogues,  go  abovit  your 
"  bufinefs,    for   here   is.    nothing   for 
"  you  ;  Francillo,  if  not  dead,  is  now 
"  in  the   Indies."—"  He  is  no  lon- 
*'  ger  there,  be  U  returned  home  from 
"  Peru,"  replied  the  banker,  "  and  it 
il  is  he  that  now  fpeaks  to  you;  open 
"  your  door  and  receive  him."—"  Ja- 
"  cobo,  let  ws  rife  then,"  faid  the  wo- 
'  man,    "  for    I    really    believe   it    is 
«'  Francilloj  I  thinklknowhis  voice." 

'  They  both  rofe  immediately ;  the 
'  father  lighted  a  candle;  and  the 

*  mother,  after  getting  her  cloaths  on 
'  with   the  utmoll   hatte,   opened  the 
'  door.    She  earneltly  looked  on  Fran- 
4  cillo,  and  could  no  longer  doubt  hit 

*  being   her  fonj  fhe  flung  her  arms 

*  about    his   neck,    and   clafped    him 
«  dole  to   her.     Jacobo,  alfo  touched 
'  by  the  fame  fenthncnts  as  his  wife, 
'  did  not  fail  to  embrace  his  fon  in  his 
'  turn;  and  all  three  of  them,  tranf* 


ported  with  the  fight  of  one  anoth<r 
after  fuch  a  long  abfence,  coul  ! 
fatisfy  themfclves  with  exprefling  the 
marks  of  the  utinoft  teodernefs. 
'  After    thefe    pleating    tianfports, 
the  banker  unladdled  and  unbridled 
his  horfe,  and  put  him  into  the  (ta- 
ble, where  he  found  an  old  niilk-cow, 
the  ntirfe  to  the  whole  family  i  tie  then, 
gave  ;the  old  folks  an  account  of  Mis 
voyage,  and    all   the   riches  he  had 
brought  from  Peru.     The  particular 
was  l<mg,   and  would  tire  any  difin- 
terelted   auditors;     but   a    Con    that 
unbofcmed  himfelf  in  the  relation  of 
his    adventures,    could    not  tire    the 
attention   ot    a    father   and   mother. 
They  greedily  heard  him;   and   the 
very  lead   particulars  which  he  re- 
lated made    in  them  a  fcnfible  im- 
preffion  of  grief  or  joy, 
'  As  foon  as  he  had  ended  the  flory 
of  his  fortunes,  he  told  them  he  came 
to  offer  them  part  of  his  wealth,  and 
begged  of  his  father  not  to  work  any 
longer.     <4  No,  my  fon,"  faid  Mr. 
Jacobo,   ««  I    love    my   trade,    and 
'  will    not  quit   it."—"   Why,"  re- 
plied the   banker,  "is   it  not   now. 
'  high   time  for  you  to  give  it  over, 
'  and  take  your  eafe  ?  I  do  not  pro- 
'  pole  your  coming  to  live  with  me  at 
'  Madrid  ;  I  know  very  well  that  a 
'  city   life  would  not  pleafe  you.     I 
'  would   not  difturb  your  quiet  way 
'  of  living;    but   at   leaft   give   over 
'  your  hard  labour,  and  pafs  your  days 
'  as  eafily  as  you  can." 
'  The  mother  fecolided  her  fon,  and 
Mr.  Jacobo  yielded.     «'  Very  well, 
'  Francillo,"     faid    he;     "  to   pleafe 
4  you,  I  will  not  work  any  more  for 
*  the  publick;  but  will  only  mend  my 
'  own   (hoes,  and  thofe  of  my  good 
1  friend,  the  vicar  of  the  parifli,"  Af- 
ter this  agreement,  the  banker,  fa- 
tigued with  his  day's  journey,  eat  a 
couple    of    poached    eggs,    and   lay 
down  to  fleep  by  his  father,  with  a 
pleaftire  which  only  the  mod  dutiful 
and    beft-natured   children   to   their 
parents  can  imagine. 
'  The   next   morning,  the  banker, 
leaving  them  a  purfe  of  three  hun- 
dred ducats,   icturned    to   Madrid; 
but   yeHerday  was  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  fee  Mr.  Jacobo  unexpect- 
edly  at  his   houfe.    "  My   father," 
faid    he,    "  what   brought  you   hi- 
"  therr".—  "  Francillo,"     anfvvered 
It  'the 
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«  the  honeft  man,  "  I  have  brought 
•f  your  purfe;  take  your  money  again, 
"  I  defire  to  live  by  my  trade;  I  have 
•'  been  ready  to  die  with  uneafinefs 
"  ever  fince  'I  left  off  working."— 
"  Well,  then,  my  father,"  replied  the 
«  banker,  "  return  to  your  village, 
*«  work  at  your  trade  enough  to  di- 
««  vert  yourfelf,  but  no  more  ;  carry 
"  back  your  purfe  with  you,  and  do 
"  not  fpare  mine." — "  Alas!  what 
*'  would  you  have  me  to  do  with  fo 
"  much  money  ?"  replied  Mr.  Jacobo. 
"  Comfort' the  poor  with  it,"  return  - 
'  ed  Francillo;  "  beftow  it  as  your 
*'  vicar  fiiall  advife  you."  The  cob- 

*  ler,  fatisfied  with  this   anfwer,    re- 

*  turned  that  morning  to  his  village.' 
Don   Cleofas  could  not  hear  Fran- 

eillo's  ftory  without  a  particular  plea- 
fure;  and  was  going  to  break  out  into 
prailes  of  the  honeft  hearted  banker,  if 
juft  at  that  moment  a  very  (mill  cry  had 
jii.'t  called  off  his  attention.  '  Signior 
'  Afmodeus,*  cried  he,  «  what  is  that 

*  I  hear  ?  What  confufed  noife  ftrikes 
'  the    air?' — '  Thofe    are    madmen,' 
anfwered  the  devil,   '  who  are  tearing 

*  their  throats  with  finging  and  roar- 

*  ing  j   we  are  not  far  from  the  place 

*  where    they   are    (hut  up.' — «  Ah,' 
faid  Don  Cleofas,   '  pray,  do  me  the 

*  favour  to  mew  me  them,  and  give 
'  me  an   account  wherefore  they  ran 

*  mad  ?'— '  I  will  immediately  give  you 

*  that  diverfion,'  anfwered  the  devil. 
Theie  words  were   f'carce  ended,   be- 
fore the  ftudent  was  tranfported  to  the 
top  of  the  Cafa  de  los  Locos*. 


CHAP.    IX. 

OF  THE  CONFINED  MAD  PEOPLE. 

ZAMBULLO   caft  an  attentive 
eye  into  all  the  rooms ;  and  hav- 
ing obferved  the  mad  men  and  women 
that  were  in   them,  faid  the  devil   to 
him,   «  You   fee  here  are  mad  folks  of 
both   fexes,  merry  and  melancholy, 
young  and  old  j  but  I  muft  now  tell 
you    what    has   turned   their   brains. 
We  will  take  them  in  order  one  after 
another,  and  begin  with  the  men. 
•  He  that  is  raving,  in  the  firft  room, 
*  js  a  newfmonger  of  Caftile,  born  in 


the  heart  of  Madrid,  a  haughty  ci- 
tizen, and  more  touched  with  thus 
honour  of  his  country  than  an  old 
Roimn  citizen.  This  man  is  me- 
lancholy  mad,  by  reading  in  the  Ga- 
zette that  twenty  Spaniards  fuffered 
themfelves  to  tw  beaten  by  a  party 
of  fifty  Portnguele.. 
«  His  neighbour  is  a  licentiado, 
who  has  played  the  hypocrite  at 
court  tor  thefe  ten  years,  only  to  ob- 
tain a  benefice  ^  and  feeing  himfelf 
continually  forgotten  in  the  promo- 
tions,  deTj.air  has  at  laft  turned  his 
head.  But  a  very  lucky  ciicumftance 
for  him  is,  that  he  fancies  himielf 
archbifliop  of  Toledo;  and  if  he 
really  be  not  To,  he  has  the  pieafure 
of  beJieving  he  is  j  and  I  think  him 
iUll  the  more  happy,  as  1  look  upon, 
his  madnefs  as  a  golden  dream  in 
which  he  will  continue  all  his  life, 
and  as  he  wili  have  no  account  tQ 
give  in  the,  next  world  how  he  has 
employed  the  revenues  of  his  bifhop- 
rick  in  this. 

'  The  next  is  an  orphan,  whom  his 
guardian  made  to  pafs  for  diftrafted, 
that  he  might  feize  his.  eitatej  and 
the  poor  youth  is  really  become  fo  at 
laft,  out  of  pure  grief  to  fee  him- 
felf fhut  up  here.  Next  to  him  is  a 
fchoolmafter,  who  loft  his  wits  in 
feairh  of  the  paulo  poft  futurum  of  a 
Greek  verb  ;  and  the  other  a  mer. 
chant,  whofe  reafon  could  riot  flip- 
port  the  news  of  a  fliipwreck,  after 
having  had  the  courage  to  bear  up 
againil  the  misfortune  of  two  bank- 
ruptcies. 

«  He  whom  you  fee  beyond  him,  ia 
old  Captain  Zanubio,  a  Neapolitan 
gentleman,  who  came  to  fettle  at 
Madrid,  and  ran  mad  with  jealoufy. 
His  ftory  runs  thus  : 
«  He  had  a  young  wife,  whofe  name 
was  Aurora ;  he  kept  her  out  of 
fight  j  his  houfe  was  inaccefilble  to. 
all  men.  Aurora  never  went  out 
but  to  mafs,  and  then  was  always 
accompanied  by  her  old  Tithon, 
who  ibmetimes  carried  her  to  an 
ettate  which  he  had  near  Alcantara. 
Notvvithftanding  all  his  vigilant  care, 
a  certain  gentleman,  whofe  name  was 
Don  Garcia  Pucheco,  having feen  her 
at  church,  had  conceived  a  violent 


*  The  mad-houfe,  or  bedlam. 


!pa£fion 
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4  ptflion  for  her.  He  was  a  bold  young    « 

«   Ip.nk,   and    worth  the  regard  of  a     ' 
4  handlome  woman  ill  married. 

*  Mir  .liili  '  'y  of  introducing  him*  ' 
«  fclf  to  pCanubio  did  not  remove  his  ' 
4  hopes  5  but  his  beard  being  not  y  t  ' 

*  grown,  and  being  a  very  beautiful     ' 
4  youth,  he  drefled  hiraielf  »n  girl's     ' 

tin,  took  a  purfe  of  a  hundred  « 
4  pilloles,andwenttoZanubio'.seltate,  ' 
<  whither  he  had  been  informed  by  ' 

*  good  hands  that  the  captain  and  his 

«  wife  would  vet  y  foon  come.  Head-  ' 
4  drefled  himfelf  to  the  gardener's  wifej 
e  and  in  a  romaniick,heioickftrain,  faid 
«  to  her,  "  I  :ome  to  throw  rnyfclf  uvo 
«'  your  arms;  take  pity  upon  me!  lam 
«'  of  Toledo,  born  of  a  good  family, 
««  and  to  n  good  fortune  5  my  parents 
44  reiblve  to  marry  me  to  a  man  I  hate, 
«*  and  I  have  this  night  efcaped  their 
««  tyranny,  and  at  prefent  want  a 
"  fhelter  from  their  rage.  They  will 
44  never  come  to  look  for  me  herej 
*'  permit  me  to  ftay  hete  till  my  re- 
*'  iations, come  to  more  tender  fenti- 
"  ments  for  me.  Here  is  my  purfe," 

*  adds  he,  giving  it  to  her  ;  "  take  it, 
"  it  is  ali  I  can  at  prefect  offer  you; 
41  but  I  hope  I  fli.ill  one  day  be  able 
"  to  acknowledge  any  ferviceyou  (hall 
«'  do  me." 

'  The  gardener's  wife,  touched  with 
'  this  difcourfe,  more   efpecially  with 

•  the   conclufion,    "  My    daughtrr," 
«  faid  flic,  "  I  will  ferve  you  ;  I  know 
"  feveral  young  women  who  are  facii- 
"  ficed  to  old  men,  and  withal  know 
44  that  they    are  not   very  well  con- 
*«  tented  with  them  ;  alas  !  1  feel  part 
"  of  their  griefs.     You  could  not  have 
**  addrefled  yourfelf  to  a  more  proper 
4<  perfon    than   myfelf;   J  will    i.Uce 
44  you   in   a  little  private    chamber, 
*'  where  you  fliall  be  fecure." 

*  Don  Ga:cia  paffed  feveral  days 
"here  very  impatiently,  expe6Ung  the 
arrival  of  Aurora,  who  :»t  la(t  came, 
accompanied  by  her  hufbind  ;  who, 
according  to  his  culiom,  fearchcd 
all  the  apartments,  cloi'ets,  cellars, 
and  garrets,  to  fee  if  he  could  not 
difcover  .ny  man  hidden  there. 
The  gardener's  wife,  knowing  him 
thoroughly,  prevented  his  fearching 
Don  Garcia's  chamber,  by  telling 
in  what  manner  the  pretended  Udy 

'  had  dc fired  a  refuge  there. 

*  Zanubio,   though  extremely   dif- 

'  tailttuJ,  bad  npt  the  1«(^  l' 


of  the  deceit.     He  wttJ   willing   to 

fee  the  unknown  lady,  who  dtiired 

to  be  cxcufed  from  the  difcovery  of 

her  niune,   pretending  (he  owed  th:it 

roncealm  nt   t->   her   family,   whom 

flio  difgraced  by  this  fort  of  flight. 

She  then  told  her  romantick  tale  fa 

advaiitiigeouily,  that  'he  captain  was 

charmed  with   it,  and  began  to  find 

a  grov  ing   inclination  for   the  fur 

1  unknown.     He  offered   her  his  fer- 

:  vices;    and   flattering    himfelf    tha^ 

;  tt-.'s  might  prove  a  lucky  adventure, 

1  placed  iiei  with  his  wife. 

*  As  foon  as  Aurora  faw  Don 
1  (rircia,  flic  blullied,  anil  grew  dil- 
4  lurbed,  vvithout  knowing  why.  He 
'  perceived  it,  and  believed  (hi.  h;td  ob- 
'  lerv  h'  :  in  the  church  where  he 
<  had  )( r  n  her.  Wiicicfore,  to  fatisfr 
1  lui  -..it,  as  foon  ..«  hi.  j\  1  ipeak: 
'  to  her  alone,  he  faid,  "Madam,  I 
"  h'tve  a  brother  has  often  m-i  tioned 
"  you  to  me ;  he  faw  you  for  a  mo- 
"  naent  in  a  church  ;  ever  fmce  that 
"  time  he  has  called  upon  your  name 
*'  a  thouf.;nd  ':mes  a  day,  an  i  is  in 
"  a  condition  which,  indeed,  dderve* 
"  your  pity." 

'  At  thefe  words  Aurora  looked  on 
Don  Garcia  more  intently  than  me 
had  yet  done;  and  anfwered,  "You 
'  too  much  relemble  that  brother  for 
1  me  to  be  any  longer  deluded  by  your 
'  artifice;  I  fee  clearly  enough  tint 
«  you  are  a  cavalier  in  petticoats  :  I 
'  remember  that  one  day,  when  I  was 
'  hearing  mafs,  my  veil  iuddenly  flew 
c  open,  and  you  faw  me.  1  obferved 
you  out  of  curiofity,  and  found 
your  eyes  always  fixed  upon  'me. 
When  I  went  away,  I  believe  you 
did  not  fail  to  follow  me,  to  dif- 
cover in  what  ftreet  I  lived,  and 
who  I  was.  I  believe,  -I  fay,  be- 
"  caule  I  dnrft  not  »urn  my  head  to 
"  obferve  you;  becauie  my  hufband, 
"  who  was  with  me,  would  have  been 
"  alarmed,  and  made  a  great  crims 
«  of  it.  The  next  and  the  following 
4<  days  I  went  to  the  fame  church, 
44  where  I  faw  you  again,  and  took 
fo  much  notice  of  your  face,  that 
I  know  it  again  noiwithilanding 
your  difguife." 

"  Madam,     then,"    replied      Don 
Garcia,  "  J  mult  unmaflc.     Yes;  I 
am  a  man  enfnared  by  your  charms  r 
j.  is  Don  Gai  cia  Pucheco  whom  love 
'«  has  introduced  herein  this  drefs." — 


DEVIL   ON   TWO   STICKS. 


"  And   yo"u   hope,    without   doubt," 

*  faid  (he,  "  that,  approving  your  paf- 
*'  fion,   I   fliould   favour   this  ftrata- 
*'  geni,   and   contribute    my    part    to 
*'  keep   my   hufband  in    live  error  he 
"  now  lies  under  ;    but  there  you  are 
*'  deceived.     I  will  immediately   dif- 
*'  cover  the  whole  to  him^  I  am  glad 
Ci  of  fuel)  a  handfame  opportunity  of 
*'  convincing  him   that    1m    vigilance 
"  is  lefs  fecure   than   my  virtue ;  and 
"  thaf,  as  jealous  and  diftruftful  as  lie 
"  is,  it  is  more  difficult  to  furprize  me 
*'  than  him." 

'  She  had  fcarce  ended  theie  words 

*  before  the  capt.iin  appeared.    "What 
«'  are  you  talking  of,    ladies  ?"    faid 

*  he.     To  which  Aurora  immediately 
'  aufwered,     "    We  are  fpeakh>g  of 
"  thofe  young  cavaliers  that  attempt 
"  to  get  into  the  affections  of  young 
*'  women    who    have    old    hufbands ; 
*'  and  I  was  faying,    that  if   any   of 
*'  tljofe  fparks  IhouJd  be  fo  rafh  as  to 
*(  prefume  to  introduce  themfelves  t6 
*'  you,  under  any  difguife,  I  would 
*'  very   feverely  punifli    their    impu- 
"  dence." 

"  And  you,  Madam,"  faid  Zanu- 

*  bio,  turning  *ow»rds   Don  Garcia, 
**  how  would  you  treat  a  young  cava- 
"  Her  on    the  fame  occafion  ?"  Don 

*  Garcia  was   fo  difturbcd   and  con- 

*  fufed,  that  he  was   utterly  at  a  lofs 

*  what  anfwer  to  return  to  the  cap- 

*  tain;  who  would  have  perceived  the 
'  perplexity  he  was  in,  if  a  footman 
'  had  not -come  to  tell  him  that  a  per- 

*  fon  was  poro«  from  Madrid  to  fpeak 

*  with  him. 

'  J-Le  went  to  fee  what  his  bufincfs 

*  was,  when  Don  Garcia  threw  him- 
«  felf  ,at  Aurora's  feet.     "  Ah,  Ma- 
*'  dam  1"  laid  he,  «'  what  pleafure  do 
"  you  takf  in  tormenting  me!  Will 
*'  you  really  be  fo  barbarous  as  to  de- 
*'  liver  *ne  ov«r  to  the  refentment  of  an 
"  enraged  hufband  ?" — "No,  Puche- 
*'  co,"  anfwered  flie,  fmiling;  "young 
"  women,  who  have  old,  jealous  hui- 
"  bands,  are  not  lo  cruel.     Reaffume 
"  your  courage  ;  I  was  willing  to  di- 
"  vert  my/elf  by  putting  you   into  a 
"  little  fright,  but  that  (hall  be  all  j 
"  it  is  not  making  you  pay  too  dear 
"  for    my  comphailance   in   fuftering 
"  you  to  ftay  here."     At  thefe  com- 
«  forting    words    Don   Garcia  found 

*  all  his    fears  vanifh,   and   conceiv- 
«  ed  hopes  which  Aurora  was  kind 

*  (enough  to  make  good. 


*  One  day,  when  they  were  mutu- 
'  ally  exchanging  fome  marks  of  their 
'  good  underftanding'  in  Zanubio's  a-' 
'  partm-ent,  the  captain  furprized  them, 
'  Had  he  not  been  the  moft  jealous 

*  man  in  the  world,  he  faw  enough  to 
'  engage  him  to  believe,  with  good  rea- 
'  fon,   that  hfs  fair  unknown  was  % 
'  cava'lfer  difguifed.      Enraged  to  the 
4  highell  degree  at  this  light,  he  runs 
'  to  his'clofet  to  fetch  his  piftols;   but 
'  in   the  mean  while  the  lovers  efcap- 
'  ed,  double-locking  all  the  doors  af- 

*  ter  them,  and  carrying  off  the  keys. 

*  They  got  to  a  neighbouring  village, 

*  where  Don  Garcia  had  left  his  valet 
'  de  charr.bre  and  two  hoTfe-s.     There 
1  he  quitted  his  petticoats,  took  Auro- 

*  ra  behind  him,  and  conducted  her  to 
'  a  convent,  where  he  defired  hertoen- 
'  tei",  and  affured  her  of  a  refuge  there, 
'  the  abbeft   being  his   aunt.     This 

*  done,  he  returned  to  Madrid  to  wait 
*•  the  ilTue  of  this  adventure. 

'  In  the  interim,  Zanubio,  finding 

*  himfelf  locked  in,   loudly  called  all 
'  his  family.     A  footman,  hearing  his 
1  voice,    ran   towards   him;    but   the 
'  doors  being  locked,    he   could   not 

*  open  them.  The  captain  endeavoured 

*  to  break  them  open;  but  pot  being 

*  able  to  get  out  that  way  quick  enough, 
'  yielding  to  his  rage,  he  haltily  flung 
'  himfelf  out  of  a  window   with  the 
'  piftols  in  his  hand;  he  fell  upon  his 
'  back,  hurt  his  head,   and  remained, 
'  fenfelefs  on  the   ground.     His  do- 
'  mefticks  came,  and  carried  him  into 

*  the  hall  on  a  couch  ;  they  threw  wa- 
'  ter  in  his  face;  and,  on  tormenting 
'  him,  fetched  him  out  of  his  fainting 
'  fit ;  but  with  his  fenfes  his  rage  re- 
'  turned.     He  afked  for  his  wife.   The 
'  fervants  anfweredhim,  that  they  faw 

*  her  and  the  ftrange  lady  go  out  at  the 

*  little  garden  door.     He  commanded 
'  them  to  give  him  his  piftols  imme- 

*  diately,    and    they  were  forced    to 

*  obey  him.     He  caufed  a  horfe  to  be 
'  faddled,  mounting  it  without  think- 

*  ing  of  his  wounds;  but  happened  to 
'  take  a  different  road  from  that  which 
'  the    lovers    went.     He    paffed    the 
'  whole  day  in  a  vain  chace;  and  at 
'  night  Hopping  at  an  inn  in  a  village 
'  to  repofe  himfelf,  his  fatigue,  and 
'  the  blood  which  he  had  loft,  threw 
'  him  into  a  fever  and  delirium,  which 
'  almoft  carried  him  off. 

*  To  tell  you  the  reft  in  two  words, 

*  he  lay  fifteen  days  fick  in  that  vil- 
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«  lage;  after  which  he  returned  to  hits 
«  cttatc,    wheic,   continually   \>< 

•  by  his  misfortune,  he  by  degrtes  lott 
«  his  wits.     Aurora's  friends  were  no 

•  fooner  informed  of  ihis,   th.in   they 
«  brought  hun    to   Madrid,   and  mut 
«  him   up  in  the  mad-houfej  and  his 
«  wife  is  yet  in  a  nunnery,  where  they 

•  refolve  flie   (hall  Hay  lome  years,  a« 
«  a   punimment  tor   her    indilcretiott, 
«  or  rather  a  fault  for  which  they  only 

•  are  to  blame. 

«  The  very  next  to  Zanubio  is  Sig- 

•  nior  Don  Btoz  Defdichado,   a  gen- 
«  tleman  of  great  merit.     His  wife's 
«  death  is  the  occafioa  of  his  being  in 

•  the  fad  condition    wherein  you   lee 
«  him.'—4  That    is    furprizing,'    faid 
Don  Cleofas.  '  What!  a  hu&aad  run 
«  mad   for  the  death  of  a  wife !   really 

•  I  did  not  think  conjugal  love  could 
«  be  carried  fo  high.' — '  Not  fo  fait,' 
interrupted    Afmodeusj    '  Don    Blaz 

•  did  not  mn   mad  with  grief  for  the 
«  lofs  of  his  wife,  but  for  being  forced 
'  to   leftore   fifty   thoufand   ducats  to 
«  his    wife's    relations,    according  to 
'  the  marriage-articles,  in  cafe  they  had 
«  no  children,  which   is  this   gentle- 
«  man's  misfortune.' 

'  Oh !  that  alters  the  affair,'  faid 
Leandroj  '  now  I  am  no  longer  fur- 

•  prized  at  it.     But,  pray,  tell  me  who 
«  that  young  man  is  in  the  next  room., 
«  that  is  capering  about  like  a  goat; 
'  and,  flopping  now  and  then,  burfts 
'  out  into  a  laugh,  and  holds  his  fides 
«  all  the  while.' — '  That  is  a  merry 
«  madman,'  replied  the  cripple,  «  and 

•  his  madnefs  was  cauied  by  an  excels 
«  of  joy.     He  was  a  porter  to  a  per- 
«  fon  of  quality}   but  hearing  one  day 

•  of  the  death  of  a  rich  contador,  whofe 
«  only  heir  he  was,  he  was  not  proof 
«  againlt  fo  joyful  a  piece  of  news,  and 

•  fo  his  head  turned. 

'  We  are  got  to  that  tall  youth  who 
'  plays  upon  the  guittar,  and  lings  to 
»  himfelf. 

«  He  is  a  melancholy  madman,  a 

•  lover  whom  the  feverities  of  his  mif- 
f  trel's  have  reduced  to  this  condition.' 
— '  Ah,   how  I  pity  him  !'  cried  the 
ftudentj  «  allow  me  to  deplore  his  mif- 
1  fortune}  it  may  be  every  honert  gen- 

•  tleman's  cafe.     If  I  fhould  be  ImiN 
'  ten  by  a  cruel  beauty,  I  do  not  my- 

•  felf  know  whether  I  mould  not  lofe 
'  iny  wits.'— '  By  this  featiment  you 


mew  yourftlf  to  be  a  true  Caftilian  } 

one  mult  be  bom  in  the  vtiy  m;  I- 
dlc  cf  CnllUc  to  i>e  cap.ihlc  of  ever 
running  melancholy  m:td  for  being 
unable  to  pl<aic.  The  Fittnch  aie 
not  fo  tender;  and  \(  you  will  knovr 
the  ditf.-rcnce  betwixt  a  Frenchman 
an  I  a  Spaniard  on  this  head,  I  need 
only  repeat  that  fong  which  the  mad. 
man  fings,  ar.d  has  jvilt  this  minute 
coinpultd. 

A    SPANISH    SONG. 

•  Ardo  y  Horo  fin  foflicgo  : 

'  Llorando  y  ardiendo  rant.), 

•  Que  ni  el  llanto  apaga  cl  fuego  y 
'  Ni  d  fuego  confumu  el  llanto.' 

IN    PROS£    THUS: 

•  I  burn  and  weep   inceflantly,  without 
'  my  tears  ever  quenching  my  flame,-,,  or 

*  my  flames  drying  up  my  tears.' 

'  Thus   fings  the   Spanilh    cavalier 
'  when  his  miftrefs  has  ufed  him  ill-^ 

*  and,  on  the  fame  occafion,  a  French- 
«  man,    a    few   days   fmce,   expreflei 
1  lu'niiclf  thus  : 

A   FRENCH    SONG. 

•  Th'  ungrateful  objeft  of  my  love- 
'  Is  deaf  to  all  my  pray'rs : 

«  Her  cruel  heart  no  fighs  can  move, 
*  Nor  is  (he  foften'd  by  my  tears. 

•  Was  ever  mortal  curs'd  like  me  ! 

'  The  light  and  ever-glorious  fun, 
'  Henceforth  abandon'd  will  I  Ihun, 

•  And  in  the  grave  with  Payen  lie.' 

•  Payen  is  probably  a  vintner,'  faid 
Don    Cleofas.—'  You    have    gueffed 
'  right,'  faid  the  devil.     '  Let  us  go 

*  on,  and  examine  the  reft.'—'  No," 
faid  Leandro,  «  let  us  rather  go  to  the 

*  women,   for  I   am  impatient  to  fee 

*  them.'—'  I  will  comply  with   your 
'  impatience    prefently,'     replied    the 
fpirit:  '  but  there  are  two  or  three  un- 
'  fortunate  people  that  I  flioulJ  be  glad 
'  to  fliew  you  full  j  perhaps  you  may 
'  improve  by  their  misfortunes. 

'  In  the  next  room  to  the  man  play. 
1  ing  on  theguittar,don't  you  feeapalf, 

*  meagre  face,  grinding  his  teeth,   and 
'  looking  as  it   he  intended  to  fvval- 
1  low   the   iron   bars   at  his  window? 
«  That  is  an  honett  fellow,  born  under 

*  fo  unlucky  a  piair.t,  ilut  with  all  the 

«  merit 
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«  merit  In  the' world,  and  twenty  years 

*  endeavours,  he  has  not  been  able  to 

*  fecure  himfelf  bread.     He  ran  mad 
«  at  feeing  a  little  inconfiderable^  fellow 
<  of  his  acquaintance  mount,  in   one 
«  day,  to  the  top  of  fortune's  wheel, 

*  by  nothing   but   his   knowledge   of 

*  arithmetick. 

«  His  neighbour  is  an  old  fecretary, 
4  whofe  nodule  is  cracked  by  the  in- 

*  gratitude  of  a  courtier  whom  he  had 
'  lerved  for  fixty  years.     He  is  a  fer- 
'  vant  whofe  zeal  and  fidelity  can  ne- 
«  ver  be  lufljciently  commended-}    for 

*  he  never  afked  any  thing,  but  was  fa- 
«  tisfied  with  letting  his  care  and  fer- 

*  vices  fpeak  far  liim.  Yet  his  mafter, 
'  very  different  from  Archelaus,  king 
'  of   Maccdon,    who    denied    favours 

*  when  afked,  and  beftowed  them  un- 

*  a£ked,  is  dead  without  making  him 

*  any  recompencej  and  left   him  but 

*  juft  enough  to  pafs  his  days  here  in 

*  mifeiy,  and  among  madmen. 

'  One  more,  and  I  have  done.     It 

*  is  he  leaning  with  his  elbows  on  the 

*  window,  buried  in  profound  medi- 

*  umon.     In  him   you  fee  a  Signior 

*  Hidalgo  of  Tafalla,  a  fnnall  town  in 

*  Navarre :     he   removed  to   Madrid, 
'  and  employed   his  money  to  a  fine 
'  purpoie  ;   tor   lie  was  mad  enough  to 

*  make  an  acquaintance  with  all  the 
«  beaux- eiprits,  and  treat  them  every 
'  day  of  his   life.     Every  day  was  a 

*  day  of  entertainment  at  his  houfej 

*  and  though  the  authors,  an  ungrate- 

*  ful   and  churlim  tribe,   laughed   at 

*  him  whilft  they  were  eating  him  up, 
'  yet  he  never  would  reft  till  he  had 

*  fpent  all  his  little  fortune  upon  them.* 
— '  No  doubt,'  faid  Zambullo,  '  he  is 
'  run    mad   with  vexation   at  having 

*  ruined  himfelf  fo  foolifhly.' — 'Quite 
'  the  contrary,'  replied  Afmodeus;   '  it 
«  is  to  fee  himfelf  not  in  a  condition 
'  to  continue  the  fame  life. 

'  Let  us  now  come  to  the  women.' 
— *  How   comes  it,'  faid  the  ftudent, 

*  that  I  fee  but  feven  or  eight!  there 

*  are  fewer  women  mad  than  1  thought.' 
— '  All  of  them  are  not  here,' replied  the 
da5mon,  fmiling;  *  but  in  another  part 

*  of  the   city    there  is  a   great  houfe 

*  quite  full  of  them.  I  will  carry  you 

*  thitlrer  this  minute,  if  you   pleafe.' 
— «  That  is  needlels,'  anfwered    Don 
Cleofas;  '  I  will  content  myfelf  with 

*  what  I  lee  here,'—.*  You  are  in  the 


'  right,'  replied  the  cripple,   «  for  they 

*  arealmoftall  young  ladies,  and  of  dif- 
'  tinclion  ;  and  you  may  judge,  by  the 

*  neatnefs  of  their   rooms,    that  they 
<  cannot  be  Ordinary  women.     But  let 
'  me  inform  you  of  the  caufes  of  their 

*  diftra&ion. 

«  The  firft  is  a  corregidor's  lady^ 
'  whofe  head  was  turned  by  the  out- 
'  rageous  paffion  me  fell  into  at  being 

*  called  a  citizen's  wife  by  a  court- 

*  lady.     The    fecond   is  wife  to  the 
'  treafurer-general  of  the  council   o( 

*  the  Indies;  and  me  is  run  mad  with. 

*  vexation    at  being   obliged  to  turn 
'  her  coach  in  a  narrow  ftreet,  to  make 
«  way  for  that  of  the  Duchefs  of  Me- 

*  dina   Cell's.     The  third  is  a  mer- 
'  chant's  widow,  out  of  her  wits  with 
'  fpite  for  lofing  a  great  lord,  whom 
'  (he  honed  to  marry.    And  the  fourth 
«  is  a  girl  of  quality,  named  Donna 

*  Beatrix,   whole   misfortune  I  muft 
'  tell  you. 

'  This  lady  had  a  friend  called  Don*. 

*  na  Mencia,  whom  (he  faw  every  day. 
'  A  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Jago, 
'  a  well-made,  gallant  young  fellow, 
'  became  acquainted  with   them,  and 

*  foon  made  them  rivals,  for  they  both 
4  vigoroufly  difputed   his   heart:    but 

*  he  declined  to  Donna  Mencia's  fide, 
'  fo  (he  was  in  a  fliort  time  married  to 

*  him. 

'  Donna  Beatrix,  jealous  of  the  power 
'  of  her  charms,  conceived  a  mortal 
«  fpite  at  having  the  preference  given  a- 
«  gain  It  her  $  and,  like  a  right  Spaniard, 

*  entertained  a  violent  define  of  revengei 

*  when  (he  received  a  letter  from  Don 

*  Jacintho  de  Romarate,  another  lover 

*  of  Donna  Mencia's,  wherein  he  tells 

*  her,  that  being  as  much  mortified  at 
'  his  miftrefs's  wedding  as  (he  herfelf 

*  was,   he  had  refolved   to    fight   the 
«  cavalier  who  had  robbed  him  of  her. 

'  This  was  a  very  agreeable  letter 
'  to  Donna  Beatrix;  who,  defiringonly 

*  the  death  of  the  offender,  wifhed  for 
'  nothing  more  than  that  Don  Jacinthp 

*  would    take   away    his    rival's    lifejt 
'  butwhillt  (he  was  impatiently  wait- 
'  ing  forfo  chriftian-like  a  fatisfa6lion> 
'  it  happened  that  her  brother  having 

*  accidentally  quarrelled  with  Don  Ja- 

*  cintho,    they  drew,  and  he  received 
'  two  wounds,  of  which  he   died.     It 
«  was  Donna  Beatrix's  duty  to  bring 
«  the  murderer  tw  jufticej  which,  how. 
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•  etcr,  fl»e  neglected,  in  order  to  give 
him  time  to  ;ittack  the  knight  of  St. 

woman 

i)  conlideiution  fo  dear  as  that 
ot    her    beauty.     And    it   was  thus 
Pallas  behaved  to  Ajax,  after  he  had 
«  i  ivilhed    Cilfimira:   for  the  goddefs 
1  did  not  immediately  ptinifh  the  la- 
«  crilegioos  Greek,  who  had  jult  been 

•  profaning  her  temple,    but  refolved 
«  he  mould   contribute  towaid  roveng- 
«  ing  her  for  the  judgment  of  Pans. 

•  But,  alas  !  Donna  Beatrix,   lei's  for- 
<  tunate   than  Minerva,  did  not   talte 
«  the  pleafure  of  being  revenged  ;  for 

•  Romarate  peiiflied  in  his  rencounter 

•  with  the  knight;  and  the  lady's  cha- 

•  grin,  to  lee  an  affront  which  h.id  been 

•  offered  her  go  unpimilhed,  has  turn- 

•  ed  her  brain, 

4  The  two  following  mad    women 

•  are,  an  attorney's  grandmother  and 

•  an    old    marchione/s.     The    former 

•  having      fufficiently     plagued      her 

•  grandfon  by  her  ill- nature,    he  has 

•  very  fairly  Ihut  her   up  here,   to  rid 
«  bit   hands  of  her.     The   other  is  a 
'  lady  who  has  all  her  life-time  been 
«  worfhipping  her  beauty.     Inftead  of 
'  growing  old  with  a  good  grace,  (he 

•  was  perpetually  bemoaning  the  ruin 

•  of  her  charms  ;  and,  at  laft,  one  day, 

•  happening  to   look  into  a  glafs  that 

•  did  not  natter,  fell  mad.' 

*  As  for  the  old  marchionefs,* 
faid  Leandro,  '  I  think  it  is  a  lucky 
«  accident ;  as  her  mind  is  diforder- 

•  ed,  perhaps  fhe  no  longer  finds  that 

•  time  has  made  any  alteration  in   her 
'  perfon.' — '    No,    certainly,'    replied 
the  devil:  '  far  from  feeing  any  thing 
«  like  age  in  hur  face,   her  complexion 

•  feems     to    her  a    mixture    of    lilies 

•  and  rofes  ;  the  loves  and  graces  ap- 
'  pear  at  her  fide;  and,    in  Ihorr,  me 
«  thinks  hcrfelf  the  goddefs  Venus.'— 
'  Well,  then,'  replied  the  Itudent,  «  is 

•  not  me  happier  in  her  madnefs  thin 
«  if  me   could   fee  herfelf  juft  as  (h? 

•  really  is  ?' — «  Doubtlefs  me  is,'   faid 
Aimodeus  ;  '  but   hold !    we  have  but 

•  one  lady  more ;  me  is  in  the  farther- 
'  moft  room,  who  is  jult  fallen  into  a 

•  deep  fleep  after  three  days  and  nights 

•  of  raving.     It    is    Dor.nu  Emeren- 
'  ciana.  Examine  her   well  ;  what  lay 

•  you  to  her  ?'— '  I  think  tier  perfectly 

•  handfome,"       anfwered     Zambullo ; 
«  what  pity  it  is  fo  charming  a  crea- 
«  turc  mould  be  mad  !  By  what  accU 


•  dent  has  me  been  reducr^!  to  fo   de- 
'  plorable  a  condition  ?' — '  LilK-n  at- 
'  tentively,'   replied  the  cripple,  «  and 
'  you  fliall  hear  the  ftory  of  her   mil- 

*  fortune. 


THE    HISTORY     OP     DONNA     EMI- 
KEN  Cl  AN  A. 

ONNA  Emerenciana  was  the 
'  only  daughter  of  Don  Guilleih 
Stephani,  and  lived  at  cafe  at  her  fa- 
ther's houfe  in  Siguenca,  till  Don, 
Ximenes  de  Lizana  broke  in  upon 
her  quiet,  by  the  gallantries  he  put 
in  practice  to  pleale  her.  Shew;is 
not  only  fenfibic  of  the  cavalier's 
afliduities,  but  was  Co  weak  to  help 
forward  the  ftratageins  he  employed 
to  get  at  the  fpeech  of  her,  and  fooh. 
gave  him  her  faith,  and  received  his. 
'  Thefe  two  lovers  were  of  equal 
birth;  but  the  lady  might  pafs  for 
one  of  the  beft  fortunes  in  Spain, 
whereas  Don  Ximenes  was  no  more 
than  a  younger  brother.  There  was 
ftill  another  obftacle  to  their  union  : 
Don  Guillem  hated  the  family  of 
Lizana;  which  he  (hewed  but  too 
plainly  by  his  dilccurfe,  whenever 
that  family  was  the  fubjeft  ofcon- 
verfation.  He  feemed  even  to  have 
a  greater  averfion  for  Don  Ximenes 
than  for  the  reft  of  his  race.  Eme- 
renciana, extremely  afflicted  to  fee 
her  father  in  fuch  a  diipofition,  took 
it  as  an  ill  omen  to  her  love.  Hovv- 
ever,  fhe  did  not  fcruple  to  give  a 
loofc  to  her  inclinations,  and  to  con- 
veife  privately  with  Lizana,  who  was 
introduced  to  her  from  time  to  time, 
at  night,  by  the  means  of  her  woman. 
*  One  of  thofe  nights  it  happened* 
that  Don  Guillem,  who  by  chance 
waked  juft  as  the  lover  was  coming 
in,  thought  he  heard  fomething  In 
his  daughter's  apartment,  which  was 
not  far  From  his  own.  There  nU-d- 
ed  no  more  -to  make  fo  diftruftful  a 
parent  uneafy.  However,  as  fulpi- 
cious  as  he  was,  Emerenciana's  om- 
duft  had  been  Ib  artful,  that  he  nrrec 
fufpecled  her  correlpor deuce  witli 
Don  Ximenes.  But  not  being  one 
of  that  fort  of  men  who  carry  their 
confidence  too  far,  he  got  up  vtry 
fofdy,  went  and  opened  a  window 
that  looked  into  the  (heer,  and  had 
the  patience  to  ftay  there  till  he  faw 
K 
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Lizana  go  down  by  a  rope-ladder  into 
the  ttreet,  and  knew  him  by  the  light 
of  the  moon. 

«  What  a  fight  was  this  for  Stepha- 
ni,  the  mod  revengeful  and  barbarous 
man    that    Sicily,  the   place  of  his 
birth,  ever   produced!    He   did   not 
immediately   yield  to  the  dilates  of 
his    pafllon,    but   carefully    avoided 
making  a  noife,  which  might  have 
deprived  him  of  the  principal  victim 
of  his  refentments.     He  put  a  con- 
ftraint  upon  himfelf,   and  waited  till 
his  daughter  was  up  the  next  day  be- 
fore  he    went   into    her  apartment. 
There,   finding    himfelf  alone  with 
her,  and  looking   at  her   with  eyes 
iparkling   with     rage;    "  Wretch," 
(aid    he,     "  who,     notwithstanding 
«'  thy   noble  blood,   art  not  aftiamed 
*«  to  be  guilty  of  the  moft  infamous 
«'  actions,     prepare     thyfelf  to  fuffer 
«'  the  punifhment  thou  haft  deferved. 
"  This    fteel,"   added   he,  drawing  a 
«  poniard     out  of  his   bofom,   "  this 
«'  fteel  (hall  rob  thee  of  life,  if  thou 
'«  doft   not  confefs    the   truth.     Tell 
"  me  the  name  of  that  audacious  vil- 
«  lain   who  came  hither  laft  night  to 
'  difhonour  my  houfe." 
'  Emerenciana remained  quite  fpeech- 
lefs,  and  fo   confounded  at   her  fa- 
ther's   threats,   that   me   could    not 
bring  out  a  word.     "  Ah,  wretch  !" 
continued  her  father,  «*  thy   filence 
'  and  confufion  (hew  me  thy  guilt  bvit 
'  too  plain.     And  doft  thou  imagine, 
'  daughter  unworthy  of  me,  that  I 
«  am  to  learn  what  has  pafled  ?    Laft 
'  n:ght  I  faw  the   audacious   villain; 
f  it  is  Don   Ximenes.     It    was   not 
'  enough     to     admit  a  cavalier  into 
*'  thy  apartment  at  night,  but  he  muft 
*'  be  my  mortal  enemy  too.   But  come, 
«'  let  us  know  how  far  I  am  injured. 
«'   Speak  without   difguife ;    for   it   is 
«{  thy  fincerity  alone  can  preferve  thy 
««  life." 

«  The  lady,  at  thefe  words,  enter- 

*  taining  hopes  of  efcaping  the  difmal 

*  fate    that  threatened     her    recovered 
'  in  fome  meafure  from  her  fright,  and 
«  anfwered  Don  Guillenvthus:   "  My 
^<  lord,"  faid  (he,   "  I  could  not  help 
«'  hearing  Lizana,  but  Heaven  is  wit- 
"  nefs  or  the  purity  of  his  fentiments. 
«'  As  he  knows  you  hate  his  family, 
"  he  has   not   yet  dared   to   alk  your 
f «  confent  ;   and  it  was  only  to  confer 
««  together  about  the  means  oi  obtain- 


"  ing  it,  that  I  fometimes  granted  him 
*«  admifllon." — "  And  whom  did  you 
<{  both  make  ufe  of,"  replied  Stepha- 

*  ni,  "  to  convey  your  letters  to  each 
"  other?"—"  One  of  your  pages,"  an • 

*  fwered  the  lady,  "  did  us  that  fer- 
«  vice."—*'    That    is    all    I    would 
"  know,"  replied  the  father  :  u  now 
'  for   my  defign."  Whereupon,   with. 
'  the  dagger  fti  11  in  his  hand,  he  made 

*  her  take  pen  and  ink,  and  write  her 
«  lover  this  letter,  which  he  dictated 
«  himfelf. 

"  DEAREST  hufband,  only  Joy 
•*~*  "  of  my  life,  I  am  to  tell  you 
'•  that  my  father  is  jull  gone  into  the 
"  country,  from  whence  he  returns 
"  to-morrow.  Make  ufe  of  the  op- 
"  portunity.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you 
"  will  wait  for  night  with  as  much 
"  impatience  as  myfelf." 

'  When  Emerenciana   had    writtea 
and  fealed  this  perfidious  billet,  Don 
Guillem  bid  her  call  the  page  who 
had  fo  well  acquitted  himfelf  of  the 
commiflion  he  had  been  charged  with, 
and  order  him  to  carry  that  letter  to 
Don  Ximenes.     "  But  do  not  hope 
'  to  deceive  me,"  added  he,  "  for  I 
"  will  lie  concealed   fomewhefe  here, 
*'  and   obferve    thee    narrowly  when 
'    thou  givelt  it  to   him ;  and  if  thow 
*    fayeft  a  word  to  him,  or  giveft  him 
'    the  leaft  fign  that  may  make  him 
'    fufpect    the   meflage,     I    will    im» 
mediately  plunge  the  dagger  in  thy 
(  heart."     Emerenciana  knew  her  fa- 
ther's temper  too  well  to  dare  to  dif- 
obey  him.     She  gave  the  billet  into 
the  page's  hands,  as  ufual. 
*  Stephani   then     put    up    the  po- 
niard, but  did  not  leave  his  daughter 
one  moment  all  the  day:  he  would 
not  let  her  fpeak  to  any  body  out  of 
his  fight,  and  managed  fo  well,  that 
Lizana  could  receive  no  information 
of  the  fnare  that  was  laid  for  him. 
The  young  gentleman  was  exa£t  to 
the  appointment.    Scarce  was  he  got 
within  the  doors,    when    he   found 
himielf  immediately  laid  hold  on  by 
three  lufty   fellows,    who    difarmed 
him  without  giving  him  an  opportu- 
nity  of  defending    himfelf,  gagged 
him  for  fear  of  his  crying  out,    and 
tied  his  hands  behind  him.     At  the 
fame  inftant  they  put  him,  in  this  con- 
4  dition,    into  a  coach  that  had  beep 
*  prepared 
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'  prepared  for   the   purpofe,    and   all 

•  thrci-   went  into  it,    to  make  lure  of 
'  the  cavalier,  whom    tiny    earned   to 

•  St. -plum's   country  Hat,    fiti.ated   at 

•  the   vilhgc  of  Miedcs,    about   four 
4  (h  it   le.agucs  from   Siguenca.     The 

,  Don   Ciuillun  let  out 
'  in  another  coach,  with  his  daughter, 

•  two  maids,    and   an  old,    ill  naturrd 

•  dtunna,    whom    hr   liad    hired    that 

•i.     He   took   with   him  the 
'  reft    of    lu's    family,  except   an   old 

•  domeltick,  vviio  knew  nothing  of  the 

if  Lizana. 

4  Before  day-break  they  all  arrived 
'  at  Miedrs.  Stephani's  firft  care  was 
'  to  fee  Don  Ximenes  leeuied  in  a 
'  dungeon,  which  let  in  a  fmall  glim- 
'  mei  ing  by  a  hole  too  ftraight  for  a  man 
«  to  get  through.  He  then  ordered 

•  Julio,  a  Servant  privy  to  his  dcfigns, 
'  to   give   him   no  other   nourishment 

•  thui  bread  and  water,  nor  any  other 
'  bed  than  ftraw;  and  to  fay  to  him 
«  every  time  he  carried  him  his  allow- 
'  ance,  4(  Here,  bale  feducer,  it  is  thus 
*'  Don  Guillem   treats  thofe  that  dare 
"  injure  him."  The  cruel  Sicilian  uled 
4  his  daughter  with   no  Icfs    ieverityi 
'  he  Ihut  her  up  in  a   room  that  had 
'  no  window    towards    the  fields,  re- 
'  moved  her  woman,  and  gave  her  the 

•  duenna  he  had  chofen  for  her  gaoler  $ 

•  a  duenna  that  could  not  be   paral- 
«  leled   in  the   world    for  tormenting 
'  young     ladies     committed    to    her 

•  charge. 

4  In  this  manner  he  difpofed  of  the 

•  two  lovers;   but   his  intention  was 
«  not  to  flop  there.     He  had  refolved 

•  to   rid    himfclf  of    Don    Ximenes  j 
«  but  ftill    he  fain  would    have  com- 
4  mitted.that    crime    with    impunity, 

•  which    however   feemed   pretty   dif- 
4  ficult  to  efTeft.     As  be  made  ule  of 

•  his   own   fervants   to    carry  off  the 
«  cavalier,  he   could  not  hope  that  a 
'  fail  known  to  fo  many    could  per- 
'  petually    remain    a     fecret.      What 
'  then  was  to  be  done,  to  efcnpc  the 

•  purfuits  of  juftice  ?    He  determined 

•  upon   an   expedient,    which    (hewed 

•  him  to   be   a  compleat   villain.     He 
'  called   together  his  accomplices  into 
'  a    fmall    houle    feparate    from    the 
«  caftlej    he  told   them    how    plealcd 
«  he  wa«  with  their  zeal;  and,  in  ac- 

•  knowledgement,    promifed   them    a 

•  large  reward,  after  he  had  entertain- 
'  ed  them.    He  made  .hem  fit  down 
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4  to  table,  and  in  the  mJdft  of  the  en- 
4  tertainmtnt  Julio  poilbned  them  by 
1  hisoniri.  Then  the  mailer  and  the 
'  man  fct  fire  to  the  houlc;  and  be- 
'  fo;e  the  flames  could  biing  in  the  in- 
*  habitants  of  the  village  about  him, 
1  they  .iffiffinated  limerencianu's  two 
4  maids,  and  the  little  page  I  men- 
'  tioned  before,  and  then  threw  their 
4  bodies  to  the  reft.  In  a  fhort  time 
4  the  h«ufe  was  all  in  flames,  and 
4  burnt  to  the  ground,  notwithlt  nid- 
4  ing  all  the  neighbouring  peafants 
'  could  do  to  extinguish  it.  All  this 
'  while  the  Sicilian  was  to  be  feea 
4  flic  wing  all  the  figns  of  a  molt  im- 
1  moderate  grief.  He  appeared  incon- 
'  lolitble  ai  the  lois  of  his  fervants. 

4  Having  in  this  manner  made  lure 
'  of  the  discretion  of  thole  in  whole 
*  power  it  was  to  have  betrayed  him, 
4  he  thus  addrefTed  himfelf  to  his  con- 
4  fident :  "  Dear  Julio,  now  I  am 
44  at  reft,  and  may  take  away  Don 
4<  Ximenes's  life  whenever  I  pleale. 
44  But  before  I  facrifice  him  to  my 
"  honour,  J  will  enjoy  the  charming 
41  pleuluie  of  feeing  him  iuffer.  The 
"  mifery  and  honor  of  a  long  im- 
44  prifonment  will  be  more  cruel  to 
*4  him  than  death."  And,  indeed, 
4  Lizana  was  continually  bewailing 
4  his  ill-fortune;  and  being  perluaded 
4  he  mould  never  get  out  of  the  dun- 
'  geon,  wilhed  to  be  treed  from  his 
4  fufferings  by  a  fudden  death. 

4  But  it  was  in  vain  that  Stephani 
4  hoped  his  mind  would  be  at  reft 
4  after  fuch  an  exploit  :  in  three  days 
4  a  frelh  uneafmeis  came  upon  him. 
4  He  was  apprehenfive  that  Julio,  when 
4  he  carried  thepriibnerhis  food,  might 
4  be  gained  over  by  promises  j  and  that 
4  fear  made  him  determine  to  halten 
4  the  death  of  the  one,  and  then  to 
4  (hoot  the  other.  Julio,  too,  on  his 
4  fide,  was  not  without  his  fears  ;  ami 
'  judging  that  his  matter,  after  ridding 
4  himielt of  Don  Ximenes,  might  very 
4  probably  Sacrifice  him  to  his  own 
4  fafety,  formed  the  defign  of  male- 
4  ing  his  efcape  the  firft  opportunity, 
«  with  every  thing  in  the  hcufe  that 
4  could  be  carried  off  with  the  greateft 
4  eafe. 

•  Thefe  were  the  contrivances  of 
4  thole  two  good  men,  each  unknown 
4  to  the  other}  when  they  were  one 
4  day  both  lurprized,  about  a  hundred 
1  paces  from  the  caftle,  by  fifteen  or 
K.  2  '  twenty 
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«  twenty  archers  of  the  holy  brother- 
'  hood,  who  furro'inded  them  iinme- 
«  diately,  crying  out,  "  By  order  of 
"  theking,  and  of  juftice."  At  this 

*  fight,  Don  Guillem  turned  pale,  and 
'  was  confounded.     However,   fetting 
«  a  good  face  upon  the  matter,  he  afked 

•  the  commandant  whom  his  bufmefs 
«  was  with.     "  With  yourfelf,"  an- 
<  fwered  the  officer.  "  You  are  charged 
«'  with   carrying   away    Don  Ximenes 
'«  de  Lizana.     I  am  ordered  to  make 
«'  a   ftiicT:   fearch    for   that  gentleman 
"  all  over  your  caftle,  and   to  fecure 
"  your  pet  fon."     Stephani  being  con- 
«  vinced  by   this   anfwer  that  he  was 
'  undone,  fell  into  a  violent  rage.    He 
«  drew  out  a  pair  of  pittols,  infitted  he 
«  would    not    fuffer    his  houfe    to   be 
«  fearched,  and  threatened  to  fhoot  the 
'  commandant  if  he  did  not   prefently 
«  draw  off  with  his  men.  The  captain, 
*  defpifing  his  threats,   advanced  upon 
«  the  Sicilian,  who  let  off  a  piftol  at 
'  him,  and   wounded  him  in  the  face. 


"  fet  out,  was  fo  indifcreet  as  to  difl 
"  cover  Stephanies  projeft  to  her.  The 
"  woman   kept   it   fecret  for  two  or 
"  three  days;  but  as  the  report  of  the 
"  fire  at  Miedes  began  to  fpread  all 
over   Siguenca;    and   as    it  feemed 
ftrange  to  every  body  that  the  Si- 
cilian's fervants  fhould  all   perifh  in 
it,    (he    bethought    herfelf  that    it 
might  be  the  handy-work  of  Don 
Guillem.     So    to    revenge  her  lo- 
ver, fhe  went  to  Don  Felix,  your  fa- 
ther,  and   told   him  all  (he  knew. 
Don  Felix,  frightened  to  fee  you  at 
"  the  mercy  of  a  man  capable  of  any 
"  thing,  carried  the  woman  before  the 
'«  corregidor  ;   who,  having  examined 
"  her,  did  not  doubt  but  Stephani  in- 
"  tended  you  mould  fuffer  the  longeft 
"  and  moft  cr.uel   torments,  and   that 
he  was  the  horrid  contriver  of  the 
firej  and,  refolving  to   go   to    the 
bottom  of  the  affair,  fent  me  an  or- 
der  to  Retortillo,  where  I  live,  to 
mount  and  haften  hither  with    my 


But  that  wound   coft  the  ram  man      "  brigade,  in  order  to  fearch  for  you, 
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«  that  gave  it  his  life  ;  for  two  or  three 

*  archers  fired  upon  him  that  inftant, 

*  and,  to  revenge  their  officer,  laid  him 
'  dead  upon  the  fpot.     As  for  Julio,' 
4  he  furnndertd  himfelf  without  any 

*  refiftance,  and  did  not  give  them  the 
'  trouble  of  afking  whether  Don  Xi- 

*  menes  was   in   the  caftle,  but   con- 
'  fefTed   everything:    however,  feeing 
«  his  matter  lifelefs,  he  threw  all  the 
«  villainy  upon  him. 

4  In  fhort,  he  took  the  commandant 
'  and  his  archers  to  the  dungeon,  where 

*  they  found  Lizana  fail  bound,   lying' 
«  upon    ftraw.    The   poor  gentleman,' 

*  who  lived  in  continual  expectation  of 

*  death,  thought  that  fo  many  men  in 

*  arms  were  not  come  thither  upon  any 
'  other  dtfign  than   to  kill  him  ;    but' 
'  was  agreeably  furprized  to  find  that 

*  they  whom   he    took  for  his  execu-' 

*  tioners  were  his    deliverers.     When 
'-  they  had  unbound  and  brought  him 
'  out  of  the  dungeon,  he  thanked  them 

*  for  his  deliverahce,  ard  afked  them 
«  h'cw  they  came  to  know  he  was  a  pi  i- 

*  foner   there.     "  That  is,"   faid   the 
<  command, mt,  "•  what  I  am  going  to" 
*'  tell  you  in  few  words. 

"  The  night  you  was  carried- off,"' 
'  puitViid  he,  "  oneof  thofe  concerned 
"  in  ir,  who  had  a  niift/sfs  'that  lived' 
•'  a  few  doors  from  Stephani,  going' 
«  to  take  his  leave  of  hei-  before  he 


and    bring  Don   Guillem  alive    or 
"  dead.     I  performed  my  commifiion, 
"  in  what  relates   to  you,  with   f'uc- 
"  cefs  ;  but  am  very  lorry  it  is  out  of 
"  my  power  to  carry  the  criminal  to 
Siguenca   alive.     He  put  us  under 
a  neceflity  of  killing  him  by  the  re- 
fiftance he  made." 

'  The  officer,  having  ended  his  ftory 
thus,   faid   to  Don  Ximenes,  «'  Sig- 
nior  Cavalier,  I  am  going  to  draw 
up  informations  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened here;  after  which  we  will  fet 
dut  in  order  to  comply  with  the  im- 
patience you  muft  be  in  of  ridding 
your  family  of  the  uneafmefs  they 
feel    upon  your  account." — "  Sir" 
cried    Julio,    ««  I  will   furnifli    you 
with   frefh  matter  to  enlarge  your 
information.     You    have    ftill    an- 
other   priibner    to    fet    at    libeity. 
Donna  Emerenciana  is  flint  up  in  a 
"  dark  room,  where  a  mercilefs  duenna 
*'  is  continually  mortifying  her,  and 
"  never  allows  her  a  moment's  relh" 
— "  O  Heaven!"  cried  Lizana,    "  tho 
"  cruel  Stephani,  then,  was  not  fatif- 
"  fi.ed    with    exercifmg  '  his   barbarity 
"  upon  me  only  !  let  us  go  this  mo- 
"  ment.  and  deliver  that  unhappy  lady 
"  from   the  tyranny    of  her    govern- 
"  ante." 

'  Thereupon  Julio  carried  the  coixi- 
«  mandant  and  Don  Ximtnts,  with  five, 

«  or 
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«  or  fix  archers,  to  the  chamber  which 

il  Dun  (Juillcm's  daughter  for  a 

«  piilbn.     They  knocked  at  the  door, 

*  anil  the  duenna  came  and  opened  it. 

*  You  may  enfily  gutfs   the  pleafure, 
«  th.it  Lizana  felt  at   the  fight  of  his 
«  miitiels,    after  he  had  defpaired  of 
«  ever  poflefling  her.     He  perceived  his 
«  hope  return,  or  rather  he  could  not 
«  doubt  of  his  happinefs,  fince  the  only 

*  perfori  that  could  pretend  to  oppofe 
«  it  was   dead.     As  foon  as  he   faw 

••renciana,  he  ran  and  threw  hini- 
«  felt  at  lur  fctt.  But  who  can  exprei's 
«  his  concern,  when,  inftead  of  meet- 
«  ing  with  a  mi  lire  fs  ready  to  receive 
«  his  tranfports,  he  found  nobody  but 

.(!y  bereft  of  her  underftanding  ! 
'  In  trt't-ft,  (lie  had  been  fo  tormented 
«  by  the  duenna,  that  (he  was  run 
«  mad.  She  continued  fome  time  in 
«  deep  thought ;  then,on  a  i'udden,  ima- 
t  gining  (he  was  the  fair  Angelica, 
«  befieged  by  the  Tartars  in  thefortrefs 

*  of  Albraca,    (lie  conlidered   all   the 
«  men  that   were  in   her  room  as  fo 

*  many  Paladins  come  to  herafiiftance. 
«  She  took  the  captain  of  the  holy  bro- 
«  therhocd   for   Orlando,   Lizana    for 
«  Brandifmait,    Julio    for  Hubert   of 
«  the  Lion,  and  the  archers  for  Anti- 
4  fort,  Clarion,  Adrian,  and  the  two 

*  fons   of  the  Marquis   Oliver.     She 

*  received  them  with  great  politenefs, 

*  faying,  "  Brave  knights,  I  no  longer 
*'  fear    the    Emperor    Agrican,    nor 
«*  Queen   Marphifa  :    your  valour   is 
««  able  to  defend  me   againft  all   the 
"  force  of  the  umverfe." 

4  At  this  extravagant  difcourfe  the 
'  officer  and  archers  could  not  help 
'  laughing.  But  it  was  far  otherwile 

*  with    Don  Ximenes;    who,  fenfibly 

*  afflifted  to  fee  his  mirtrefs  in  fo  fad  a 

*  condition  for  his  fake,  was,  in  his 
4  turn,  near  lofing  his  fenfes.     How- 

*  ever,    he   ftill   flattered    himfelf   (he 

*  might  be  brought  to  herfelf  j  and  in, 
4  this  hope,  "  My  dear  Emerenciana," 
«  laid  he,  with  a  fender  air,  '•  fee  here 
11  your  Lizana.     Recolleft  your  wan- 
44  dering  thoughts.     Know,  that  oqr 
"  misfortunes  are  at  an  end.     Heaven 
"  would  not  fuffer  two  hearts  it  had. 
"  joined  to  be  feparated  :    and  the%  in- 
"  human  parent  who  has  uled  us  (b  ill, 
"  can  now  no   longer  crofs  our   de- 
"  figns." 

*  The  daughter  of  King  Galafron's 
*  apiwer  to  this  was  a  difcourfe  ad- 


«  drefled  to  the  valiant  defenders  of 

•  Albraca,  who  foroncc  forbore  h.ugh- 
4  ter.      Tlic     commandant     himldf, 
«  though   naturally  vcrv  far  from  be. 
«  ing  tender-hearted,  felt  fome  touchei 
4  of  companion  ;  and  faid  to  Don  Xi- 

*  menes,  whom  he  faw  borne  down  by 
4  his  grief,  "  Signior  Cavalier,  do  not 
"  defpair  of  your  wiftrcfs's  recovery. 
"  You    have  phyficians    at   Siguenca, 
«'  who,  by  their  (kill,  may  accomplifti 
"  it.     But   let  us  not  (lay  here   any 
"  longer. — You,    Lord    Hubert    of 
"  the   Lion,"    added  he,  (peaking  to 
1  Julio,  "  you  know  where  the  ftables 
"  of  the  caflle  arej  take  with  you  An- 
"  tifort,  and  the  two  fons  of  the  Mar- 
"  quis  Oliver.     Chufe  the  belt  lteed$ 
"  there,  and  put  them  into  the  prin- 
"  cefs's  chariot.     In  the  mean  time,  I 
'*  will  draw  up  my  informations." 

4  Upon  this  he  took  out  of  his 
4  pocket  an  ink-horn  and  paper  j  ar.J 
4  having  written  what  he  thought  pro- 
4  per,  prefented  his  hand  to  Angelica, 
4  to  help  her  to  go  down  into  the  court- 
4  yard  ;  where,  by  the  care  of  the  Pa- 
4  ladins,  they  found  a  coach  with  four 
4  mules  ready  to  fet  out.  He  put  the 
4  lady  and  Don  Ximenes  into  it,  and 
4  then  went  in  himfelf :  he  took  the 
4  duenna  with  him  too,  whofe  depo- 
4  fition  he  thought  the  corregidor 
4  would  be  glad  of.  That  was  uot 
4  all;  by  the  captain  of  the  brigade'* 
4  order,  Julio  was  loaded  with  irons, 
4  and  put  into  another  coach  with  Don 
4  Guillem's  corpfe.  The  archers  then 
4  remounted  their  horfes,  and  they  alj 
4  fet  out  for  Siguenca. 

4  During  their  journey,  Stephani's 
4  daughter  faid  a  thouland  extrava- 
4  gant  things,  which  were  fo  many 
4  daggers  to  her  lover.  He  could  not 
4  look  on  the  duenna  without  falling 
4  into  a  pafiion.  "•  It  is  you,  cruel 
44  old  hag,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  you  that 
44  have  harraflcd  Emerenciana  by  your 
44  cruel  treatment,  and  turned  her 
44  brain."  The  governante  excufed 
'.herfelf  with  an  hypocritical  air,  and 
4  threw  all  the  blame  on  the  deceafed. 
<{  It  is  to  Don  Guillem  only,"  an- 
4  fwered  (he,  "  that  this  misfortune 
4<  is  owing.  That  too  fevere  parent 
44  came  every  day,  and  terrified  his 
44  (laughter  with  his  menaces,  which 
"  at  lalt  ma.de  her  run  mad." 

1  As  foon  as  the  commandant  ar- 
*  rived  at  Siguenca,  he  went  and  gave 

«  an 
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an  account  of  Ms  commi/fion  to  the 
corregidor,  who  upon  the  ipot  inter- 
rogated Julio  and  the  duenna,  and 
fent  them  topnfons  in  the  city,  where 
they  (till  remain.  He  alfo  examined 
Lizana,  who  then  took  his  leave,  and 
went  home  to  bis  father's,  where  he 
turned  their  forrow  and  uneafinefs 
into  joy.  As  for  Donna  Emerenci- 
ana,  the  corregklor  took  care  to  fend 
her  to  Madrid,  where  (he  had  an  un- 
cle by  her  mother's  fide.  This  goocj 
relation,  who  only  wanted  to  have 
the  adminiftration  of  his  niece's 
eftate,  could  not  handfomely  avoid 
appearing  to  defire  her  recovery,  and 
applied  to  ihe  moft  celebrated  phyfi- 
cians :  nor  had  he  any  occafion  to  re- 
pent it ;  for,  after  all  their  pai^s  had 
been  thrown  away,  they  pronounced 
her  incurable.  Upon  this  decifion, 
the  guardian  immediately  mut  up 
his  charge  here  ;  where,  according 
to  all  probability,  flie  will  fpend  the 
reft  of  her  days.' 

*  Cruel  dettiny  !'  cried  Don  Cleo- 
fas  j  'I  am  heartily  concerned  for 
herj  Donna  Emerenciana  deferved  a 
better  fate.  And  what  is  become  of 
Don  Ximenes?'  continued  he;  '  J 
mould  be  glad  to  know  what  refolu- 
tion  he  has  taken.' — '  A  very  rea- 
fonable  one,*  replied  Al'modeus. 
When  he  faw  the  evil  was  without 
remedy,  he  fet  out  for  New  Spain  ; 
he  hopes  his  travels  will  by  degrees 
wear  out  of  his  mind  the  remem- 
brance of  a  lady  whom  his  reafon 
and  repofe  require  he  fhould  forget, 
But,*  purfued  the  devil,  '  having 
fhewn  you  the  confined  mad-folks,  I 
muft  let  you  fee  thole  who  deferve  to 
befo. 


CHAP.     X. 

THE    MATTER    OF    WHICH    IS    IN- 
EXHAUSTIBLE. 

•  T  E  T  us  turn  our  eyes  towards 
i  J  f  the  city  ;  and  as  I  difcover 
any  fubjefts  which  deferve  to  be  pla- 
ced among I't  thole  that  are  here,  I 
will  give  you  their  refpeftive  charac- 
ters. I  fee  one  already  which  I  will 
not  ftiffer  to  efcape.  It  is  a  new- 
married  man,  who  eight  days  fmce 
was  told  of  the  coquetting  tricks  of 


'  a  jilt  that  he  loved.  Enraged,  hegoe* 

*  to  her,  breaks  one  part  of  her  fur- 

*  niture,  throws  another   out  of  the 
'  window,  and  the  next  day  marries 
'  her.' — '  Such  a  man  as  this,'   faid 
Don  Cleofas,  '  certainly  deferves  the 
'  firft  vacancy  in   this  houfe.'— '  He 
'  has  a  neighbour  not  much  wifer  than 

*  himfelf,'   replied  Afmodeus  5  '  it  is 
'  a   batchelor  of  foity  five,    who  has 

*  fufficient  to  live  on,  and  yet  would 

*  enter  himfelf  in   a  nobleman's  ier- 
1  vice.     I   fee   a   lawyer's   widow,   a. 
'  good  woman,  who  is  above  fixtyj 
'  her  huflbaiid  is  juft  dead,  and  flie  is 

*  going  to  retire  into  a  nunnery,  to  fe- 
«  cure  her  reputation,  as  flie  lays,  from 
'  fcandal. 

*  I  difcern  a  couple  of  virgins  of 

*  above    fifty,  each  making  vows  to 
'  Heaven  to  take  their  father,    who 
'  keeps  them  as  clofe  locked   up  as 
«  though  they  were  under  age.     They 

*  hope,     after    the    old     gentleman's 
«  death,  they  fliall  find  handfome  men 

*  that    will    marry    them    for    love.' 
— '  And  why  not  ?'   faid  the  ftudent : 
'  there  are   men   in   the  world  of  as 
'  whimfical  a  talte  as  that.' — '  I  grant 
«  it,'  replied  the  devil  ;  « it  is  not  im- 
'  poflible  they  mould  find  hufbands, 
«  but  they  ought  not  to  flatter  them- 
'  felves  with  fuch  hopes  j    it  is  therein 
'  confiils  their  folly. 

'  There  is  no  country  in  the  world 
'  where  the  women  tell  their  age  truly. 

*  About  a   month   fmce,    a  maid  of 
«  forty. eight,    and   a    wife   of  fixty- 
'  nine,  went   before  a  commiflary  to 

*  teftify  for  a  widow  of  their  acquain- 
'  tance,  whofe  virtue  was  queftioned. 
'  The  eommiflary  firft  interrogated  the 
'  married    woman   on  her   age  j   and 
'  though  it  was  as  plainly  exprefled  in 
'  her  forehead  as  in  the  church-regifter, 

*  flie  yet  boldly  ventured  to  fay  flie 
«  was   but   forty.     He  next    interro- 
1  gated  the  maiden.     "  And  you,  Ma- 
"  dam,"  faid  he,  "how  old  are  you  ?"— 
"  Let  us  pafs  on  to  the  other  queftions, 
"  Sir,"  anfwered  flie,  *'  for  this  is  an 
"  improper  one  to  put  to  us."—"  You 
"  do  not  confider  what  you  fay,  Ma- 
"  dam,"  replied  the  commiflary  ;   "  do 
"  you  not  know  that  in  judicial  cafes 
"  the  truth  ought  always  to  be  told?" 
— "  No  law  obliges  us  to  it,"  anfwered 

*  the    maiden  haftily.     "  But  then  I 
"  cannot  take  your  deposition*"  faid 

• 
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he,  "  if  your  age  be  not  to  it,  fur 
'  it  is  a  material  circumltance.*'— "  If 
'  it  is  abfolutely  nectfl'.ny,"  replied 
flje,  •'  look  upon  me  intently,  and 
<  put  my  age  down  according  to  your 
1  confcience." 

'  The  commifTary  looked  in  her  face, 
and  was  polite  enough  to  fet  her 
down  twenty-eight.  He  then  a  iked 
whether  Hie  had  long  known  the 
widow.  "  I  knew  her  before  her 

I  marriage,"  faid  (lie.  "  Then  I  have 
'  millaken  your  age,"  replied  he,  "in 
'  felting  you  down  but  twenty-eight, 
'  for  it  is  twenty- nine  years  fince  the 
'  widow    was    married."—"  Well, 

«'  Sir,"  returned  the  maiden,  "write 
*«  me  down  thirty,  then  ;  I  might  at  a 
"  year  old  know  the  widow." — "  That 
*'  will  not  be  regular,"  replied  hej 
•'  let  us  add  a  dozen."—"  No,  in- 
"  deed,"  interrupted  me  ;  all  that  I 
•'  can  poffibly  afford  to  add  is  one  year, 
"  and  I  would  not  put  a  month  more 
41  if  it  were  to  fave  my  reputation." 

*  When  thefe  two  ladies  were  gone 
•  from  the  commifTary's,  the  married 
4  woman  faid  to  the  other,  "  I  won- 
4<  der  that  impertinent  fellow  fhould 
"  take  us  for  fuch  fools  as  to  tell  our 
*'  ages  truly  !  It  is  not  enough,  indeed, 
*'  that  they  are  regiftered  in  the  parifli- 
"  books,  but  the  rude  fellow  would 
41  have  them  upon  his  papers,  that  all 
44  the  world  may  know  them  !  Would 

II  it  not  be  fine  to  hear  it  bawled  out 
41  in  court,  "Mrs.  Richards,  aged  fo 
41  many  years,  and  Mrs.  Perinelle  aged 
44  forty -five  years,  depofe  fo  and  fo  ?" 
4'  Well,  I  bantered  him  fufficientlyj  I 
44  funk   a  good   round   twenty  years 
4'  upon  him;  and  you  have  done  very 
44  well    in    fuppreffing  fo    many."— 
44  What  do  you  call  fo  many?"  an- 
4  fwered    the    maiden,   very  fmartly : 
44  you  rally  me ;  I  am  at  moft  but  five 
44  and  thirty." — «4  Hah!"  replied  the 
4  other,   with  an   angry  air,  "  whom 
44  do  you  tell  fo  ?  I  law  you  born.    It 
14  is  a  long  time  fince,  indeed.     I  re- 
41  member  to  have  feen  your  father ; 
44  when  he  died  he   was  not  young, 
44  and   it  is  now  above  forty  years." 
— <4  Oh,  my  father,  my  father !"  ha- 
'  ftily  interrupted  the  virgin,  enraged 
4  at  the  other's  freedom  j    44  betwixt 
44  you  and  I,  when  my  father  married 
44  my  mother,  he  was  fo  old  he  was 
44  not  able  to  get  childrt  u" 

4  I  obferve  in  the  fame  houfe/  con- 
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tinucd  the  fpirit,  4  two  men  who  are 
'  not  over  wii't:  one  is  the  only  fon  of 
4  the  t'.imily,  who  can  neiiiicr  keep 
4  .inv  money,  nor  be  wiiho'it  it. 
'  When  he  isflufh  of  money,  he  buys 
4  books;  an  1  V.IHU  it  begins  to  be 
«  low  with  him,  he  fells  fhem  for  half 
4  what  they  colt  him.  The  other  is  a 
'  foreign  painter,  who  draws  w.'mtn'* 
'  piclures;  he  is  a  great  artilt,  he  paint* 

*  well,    draws    correctly,    and    hits  a 
4  likencfs  extraordinary  well,  but  does 
4   not  Butter  ;  and  yet  is  fo  vain  as  to 
4  think  he  fhould  be  crouded  with  bu- 
«  fin  els.     Inter  Jlultos  rej'eratur.'' 

4  How  !  faid  the  Itudent,  '  you  fpeak 
1  Latin  to  a  miracle'—'  Ought  you 
4  to  wonder  at  that?1  fa  id  the  devil  j 
'  I  fpeak  all  languages  in  perfection  ; 
'  even  not  excepting  that  of  Athens, 

*  which  I  fpeak  a  hunched  times  bet- 

*  ter  than  a  certain  fet  of  men  who  at 

*  prefent  value  themfelves  on  (peaking 
'  well  ;  and  yet  I  am  neither  thejgreater 
4  fool,  nor  the  vainer  for  it. 

*  Caft  yovir  eye  into  that  great  houfe 

*  on    the  left-hand,  on   a  fick  lady, 
'  furrounded  by  feveral   women  who 
4  watch  with  her.     It  is  the  widow  of 
4  a  famous  rich  architect,  who  is  over* 
'  run  with  an  affectation  of "nobility ; 

*  flie  has  this  day  made  her  will,  by 

*  which  flie  bequeaths    her    imraenle 

*  riches  wholly  to  perfons  of  the  firft 
4  quality;    not  that  .(he    fo  much    a» 
'  knows  any  one  of  them,  but  only  for 
'  the  faJte  of  their  great  titles.     She 

*  was  alked    whether   (lie   would   not 
«  leave  fomething  to  a  certain  uerfoa 
4  who  had  done  her  confiderable  fer- 
4  vices :  "  Alas !    no,'  anfwered    flic, 
44  and  I  am  concerned  at  it ;  I  am  not 
44  fo  ungrateful   as  not  to  own  that  I 
44  have  obligations  to  him;  but  he  is 
"  but  a  yeoman,  ar.d  his  name  would 
"  difgrace  my  will," 

4  Signior  Aimodeus,'  interrupted 
Don  Cleofas,  '  I  beg  you  would  in- 
'  form  me  whether  that  old  man,  whom 

*  I  fee  reading  fo  hard  in  a  clofet,  may 

*  not  perhaps  defcrve  to  be  placed  herei* 
— '  He  deferves  it  bcyoi.d  difpute,' an- 
fwered the  daemon.     *  He  is  an  old  li- 
'  centjado  in  divinity,  and  is  reading 
4  a  proof  of  a  book  he  has  at  the  prel's.* 
— *  The  fubjecl  muft  certainly  be  mo- 
'  ral  or  divine,'  faid  theftudent.  'No,' 
replied    the  devil,    '  it  is  a  mifcellany 

*  of  lewd  poems  which  he  has  written  j 

*  info  a  J  of  burning  them,  or  at  1-  alt 

*  fut!eting 


'  differing  them  to  die  with  their  au- 
'  thor,  he  prints  them  in  his  life-time, 

*  for  fear  his  heiis  fliould   not  be  in- 

*  clined  to  publifh  them  after  his  death, 
'  or,  out  of  regard   to  his  character, 
«  (hould  deprive  them  of  all  their  fait 
«  and  fpirit. 

*  I  (hould  do  wrong  to  pafs  by  a  lit- 

*  tie  woman  who  lives  with  the  licen- 

*  tiate.     She  is  fo  much  pofiefled  with 
'  her  very  fmall  merit,  that  (he  is  draw- 

*  ing  up  a  lift  of  her  lovers,  in  which 

*  (he  inferts   all  men  in  general  who 

*  ever (poke  to  her. 

*  But  let  us  come  to  a  rich  canon 

*  that  I  difcerli  about  two  paces  far- 

*  thcr,  tainted  with  a  very  particular 

*  folly.     He  lives  frugally,  though  it 

*  is  neither    for  mortification  nor  fo- 
«  briety,    but  to    amafs   riches.      For 
'  what ! — To  diftribute  in  alms'  ?— No. 
«  —He  buys  pictures,  rich  furniture, 

*  jewels,  china,    and  baubles;   not  to 

*  enjoy  the  ufe  of  them   during  his 
4  life,  but   only  to  make  a  figure  in 

*  his  inventory.' 

*  What   you  tell  me  is  unnatural 
«  and  forced,'  interrupted  Don  Cleofas. 
4  Is  there  really  a  man  in  the  world  of 
4  this  character?'— '  Yes,  I  tell  you,' 
replied  the  devil,  «  he  is  one  of  that 
4  fort  of  madmen.     Does  he,  for  in- 
'  fiance,  buy  a  very   fine  cabinet;   he 

*  caufes  it  to  he  packed  up  neatly,  and 

*  locked  up  in  his  garret,  that  it  may 
4  appear  perfe&ly  new  to  the  brokers 
4  who  are  to  buy  it  after  his  death.    In 
4  fhort,    he   pleafes    himfelf   with   the 
4  thoughts  that   the  inventory  of  his 
4  goods  will  be  admired. 

4  Let  us  proceed  to  one  of  his  neigh- 
4  hours,  whom  you  will  think  full  as 
4  mad:  he  is  a  batchelor,  and  lately 
4  arrived  at  Madrid  from  the  Philip- 
4  pine  i (lands,  with  a  vaft  eftate  left 
4  him  by  his  father,  who  was  auditor 

*  of  the  court  of  Manilla.     His  con- 
4  duel;  is  very  extraordinary;  for  he  is 
4  to  be  feen  parting  the  whole  day  in 
«  the  anti-chamber  of  the  king,  and  of 
4  the  chief  minister.     Not  that  he  has 
4  the   ambition    to   folicit    any    great 
4  pod;   no,  he  neither  dtfires  nor  aflcs 
4  any. — How  then  !  fay  you,  does  he 
4  go  thither  purely  to  make  his  court  ? 
4  —You  are  farther  off  (till :    he  never 
4  fpeaks  to  the  minifter;  neither  is  he 
4  known  to  him,  nor  defires  to  be  fo.* 
— «  What  then  can  his  motive  be  ?'—• 


*  Why  this  :    he   would  perfuade   th« 

*  world  he  has  an  intereft  there.' 

'  A  very  diverting  original, v  cried 
the  ftudent,  burfting  into  a  laugh  ! 
4  But  this  is  giving  one's  felf  a  great 
'  deal  of  trouble  to  very  little  pur- 
4  pofe  ;  and  I  think  you  are  in  the 
4  right  to  rank  him  amongll  fiich  mad 

*  people  as  ought  to  be  confined.'—' 

*  Oh  P  as  to  that,'  replied  Afmodetis, 
4  I  (hall  (hew  you  a  great  many  more 
4  whom  it  would  be  wrong  to  think  a 
4  whit  more  in  their  fenfes.     For  ex- 
'  ample;  do  but  look  into  that  great 
'  houfe  where  you  fee  fo  many  wax 
4  tapers  lighted  up,  and  three  men  and 

*  two    ladies    round  the  table.     Now 
4  thefe  people  have  juft  flipped,  and  arc 

*  at  prefent  fat  down  to  cards,  in  order 
4  to  fpend  the  reft  of  the  night,  after 

*  which  they  will  part :  and  this  is  the 

*  life  thefe  gentlemen  and  ladies  lead. 

*  They   meet   regularly   every   night, 
4  and  part  at  day-break,  to  go  to  fleep 
4  till  darknefs  has  banimed  the  fight 

*  of  the  furt,   arid'  of  the  beauties  of 
4  nature.     Would  you  not  fay,  to  fee 
'  them  in   the  midft  of  fo  many  can- 

*  dies,   that   they   are   fo   many    dead 
4  people   waiting    for   the    laft    office 

*  being  done   them?1 — '  Well,  then,' 
faid  Don  Cleofas,    '  there  is  no   oc- 
'  cafion  for   (hutting  up   thefe   fools; 
4  they  are  (hut  up  already.' 

4  I  fee  in  the  arms  of  deep,'  replied 
the  cripple,  '  a  man  whom  I  love,  and 
4  who  has  a  particular  affefliort  for 
4  me;  a  man  moulded  according  to 

*  my  heart's  defire.    He  is  an'  old  gra- 
4  duate,    who    idolizes    the   fair-ftx. 
'  You  cannot  mention  a  pretty  girl  to 
4  him,  but  you  find   he  liftens  to  you 
4  with  an  extraordinary  pleafure.     If 
4  you  tell  him  (he  has  a  fmall  mouth, 
4  red    lips,    ivory    teeth,    or    a    com- 
'  plexion  of   alabalter;    in  a  word,  if 
'  you  are  the  lealt  particular  in  your 
4  defcription,  he  fighs  at  every  feature, 
4  turns  up   his   eyes,   and  diflblves  in 
4  raptures.     It  is  but  two  days  fince, 
4  palling   by  a  Ihoe- maker's   /hop   in 
4  Alcala  Street,  he  flopped  (hort  to  ad- 
4  mire  a  very  fmall  woman's  flipper  he 
4  faw  there ;  and    having  furveyed   it 
4  with  much  more  attention  than  it  de- 
4  ferved,  he  (aid,  with  a  dying  air,  to 
4  a  gentleman    that    was   with   him, 
"  Ah,  my  dear  friend,   there  is  a  flip- 
"  per    that   uichants    me !    What   a 

««  charming 
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•*  charming  pretty  foot  that  muft  br, 
•«  that  it  was  made  for  !  But  Irt  us  he 
"  gone,  for  I  am  too  much  plcafed 
•«  with  it,  and  it  is  dungerou*  to  go 
*'  through  thit  ftieet." 

«  We  mull  mark  this  graduate  with 
«  black,'  faid  Leandro  Perez.  'Right,* 
replied  the  devil,  '  we  muft  fo  ;  nor 
«  muft  his  next  neighbour  be  marked 
«  with  white  :  an  original  of  an  au- 

*  ditor;  who,  becaufe  he  has  an  equi- 
'  P36e»  blufhes  with  mame  whenever 

*  be  is  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  a  hack- 
'  ney-coach.     And   I  think  we  may 

*  place  in  the  Tame  rank  one  of  his 
«  relations,  a  licenciado  ;  who,  though 

*  he  has  a  dignity  of  a  vaft  revenue 

*  in  a  church  at  Madrid,   yet  almoft 
'  perpetually  goes  in  a  hackney-coach 
'  to  lave  two  very  neat  ones,  and  four 

*  fine  mules  of  his  own  that  he  has  in 
«  the  ftable. 

'  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  wor- 
'  thy  graduate  and  auditor,  I  perceive 
«  a  man  who  muft  not  be  denied  the 

*  juftice  of  being  placed  amongft  the 
«  mad  folks  ;  a  cavalier  of  fixty  mak- 
«  ing  love  to  a  young  creature.     He 

*  fees  her  every  day,  and  thinks  to  be 
«  agreeable  to  her,  by  entertaining  her 
«  with  the  conquefts  he  made  in   his 
'  younger  days,  and  would  have  her 
«  efteem  him  for  his  having  been  for- 

*  mcrly  handibme. 

'  In  the  fame  number  with  this  gen- 
'  tleman,  let  us  place  another  who 

*  is  afietrp  about  ten  paces  from  us,  a 
'  French  count,  who  is  come  to  Ma- 
«  drid  to  fee  the  Spanifh  court.     This 
'  old  nobleman  is  upwards  of  (evenly, 

*  and   in  his  youth  made  a  figure  at 
4  the  court  of  his  own  king.     All  the 

*  world  at  that  time  admired  his'fliape 

*  and   gallant  air,    but  his   tafte  and 
'  manner  of  drefs  charmed  every  body. 
'  Now  this  gentleman  has  preferverf  all 

*  his  cloaths,  and  worn  them  thefe  fifty 

*  years  in  fpite  of  the  mode,  which  in 

*  his  country  changes  every  day.    But 
4  the  moft  diverting  circumftance  js, 
«  that   he  imagines   he  has  the   fame 

*  graces  at  this  day  which  were  adinir- 
'  ed  in  him  in  his  youth.' 

*  We  need  not  confider  upon  this 

*  matter,'  faid  Don  Cleofas ;  «  let  this. 

*  French  lord  go  into  the  number  of 

*  thofe  that  ought  to  be  boarder's  at 

*  the  cafa  dt  lot  locos S  —  '  I  keep  a 

*  room    there,'     replied    the   dzrnon, 

*  for  a  lady  that  lives  in  a  garret  on 


«  one  fide  the  courtt's  palace.  She  if 
1  an  eldeily  widow,  who  out  of  exceff 
«  of  tendernefs  to  her  children,  h.u 
«  made  over  all  her  eftate  to  them,  ex- 

*  ccpting   a  very   fmall   allowance  to 

*  fubfift   on,    which   her  children  are 

*  obliged  to  make  her,  and  which  out 
1  of  gratitude  they  take  great  care  Dot 

*  to  pay. 

1  I  muft  likewife  fend  thither  an  old 
«  batchelor  of  a  good  family,  who  no; 
'  fooner  has  a  ducat  in  his  pocket  thaq 

*  it  is  gone  j  and  yet,  not  being  able 
'  to  fupport  the  want  of  money,  will 
<  do  any  thing  to  come  at  it.     About 

*  a  fortnight  ago,    his   laundrefs,    to 

*  whom  he  owed  thirty  piftoles,  came 
1  and  defired  he  would  pay  her,  telling 

*  him  (he  wanted  it  in  order  to  be 
'  married  to  a  valet  de  chambre,  who. 
'  courted  her.      "  Thou    muft  have 
"  more  money  then,"  faid  he;  "  fof. 
"  what  devil  of  a  valet  de  chambre 
"  would  have  thee  for  fifty  piftoles  ?" 
— "  O  dear!  yes,  Sir  !"  faid  ftie,  "  I 
"  have  two  hundred  ducats  befides."— 
*«  Two    hundred   ducats!"     faid  he, 

*  eagerly.     ««  Gadfo !    thou  haft  no- 
"  thing  to  do,  but  to  give  them  to  me, 
"  and  I  will  marry  thee,  and  fo  we 
««  are  even.'*     His  laundrefs  took  him 
'  at  his  word,  and  is  now  his  wife. 

'  Let  us  keep  three  places  for  thofe. 
'  three  men  juft  come  from  fupper  in. 

*  the  city,  who  are  now  ftepping  into 
'  that  houfe  on  the  right,   where  they 
«  live.     One  of  them  is  a  count,   who 
1  fets  up  for  a  lover  of  polite  learning. 
«  The  other  is  his  brother,  a  licenci- 
4  ado;  and  the  third  is  a  wit  that  hangs 

*  on  them.     They  are  always  infepa- 
'  rable,  and  never  vifit  afunder.     The^ 

*  count's  folebufincfs  is  to  praife  hirn- 

*  felf ;  that  of  the  licenciado,  to  praife. 
«  his  elder  brother  and   liimfelf:   but 
'  the  wit's  bnfinefs  is  of  a  larger  ex- 

*  tent  ;  he  prailes  both  of  them,  inter- 
'  mixing  his  own  commendations  with. 
'  theirs. 

«  Two  more  places  muft  be  kept  j  one 
'  for  an  old  citizen,  a  great  florift.  who 
'  having  fcarce  enougn  to  fubfift  on, 

*  is  for   keeping  a    gardener   nnd  hit 
«  wife  to  look  after  a  dozen  of  flo'wers' 

*  in  his  garden.     The  other  is  an  ac* 
'  tor,  who  complaining,  of  the  difadV 
'  vantages  incident  to  that  way  of  life, 
'  faid   the  other  day  to   fome   of  hi* 
'  companions,  "  Indeed,  gentlemen,  I 
"  am  very  much  tired  with  this  pro- 

L  «•  fcflionj 
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'«  feffion ;  nay,  I  would  even  ra- 
*«  ther  be  an  inconfiderable  country- 
«'  gentleman  of  a  thoufand  ducats  a 
*'  year." 

«  Let  me  turn  on  which  fide  I  will,* 
continued  the  fpirit,  '  I  meet  with  no« 
'  thing  but  people  difordered  in  their 
«  fenfes.  There  is  a  knight  of  CalaT 
«  trava,  fo  proud  and  vain  of  private 
«  .converfations  with  the  daughter  of  a 

*  grandee,  that  he  thinks  himfelf  upon 
«  a  footing  with  the  mod  confiderable 
«  perfons  at  court.    He  is  like  Villius, 
«  who  fancied  himfelf  Sylla's  fon-in- 
'  law,  becaufe  he  was  well  with  the; 

*  dictator's  daughter.      The   compa- 
«  rifon  is  the  more  pat,  as  this  knight, 
«  like  the  Roman,  has  a  Longarenus, 

*  a  ^ood  for  nothing  fellow  of  a  rival, 
«  that  is  more  in  her  good  graces  than, 
«  himfelf. 

«  One  would  be  apt  to  fay,  that  the 

*  fame  men  from  time  to  time  fpring 
«  up  again,    only   with  different  fea- 

*  tures.     For  in  that  minifter's  fecre- 

*  tary  one  may  difcover  Bolanus,  who 

*  kept  no  meafures  with  any  body,  and 

*  affronted  every  man  whofe  counte- 
«  nance  did  not  pleafe  him.     In  that 

*  old  prefident  one  fees  Fufidius  over 
«  again,  who  ufed  to  lend  bis  money 
«  at  five  per  cent,  per  month.     And 
«  Marfxus,   who  gave  his  family- feat 
«  to  the  comedian  Origo,  lives  again 
«  in   that  heir   of  the  family,  who  is 
«  wafting  in  debauchery  the  money  he 
«  received  for  a  country- houfe  he  has 
«  near  the  Efcurial,  with  an  aclrefs.' 

Afmodeus  was  going  on  }  when  on 
a  fudden  he  heard  the  tuning  of  in- 
itruments  :  upon  which  he  broke  off, 
and  faid  to  Don  Cleofas,  «  At  the  cor- 
ner of  this  ftreet  there  are  fome  mu- 
ficians  going  toferenadethe  daughter 
of  an  Alcalde  of  the  court ;  and  if 
you  have  a  mind  to  be  nearer  the  di- 
verfion,  you  need  only  fpeak.' — «  I 
love  thefe  concerts  mightily,'  an- 
fwered  Zambullo  ;  let  us  go  nearer 
the  mufick  j  perhaps  there  may  be 
voices  amongft  them.*  He  had  fcarce 
fpoken,  when  he  found  himfelf  upon 
the  houfe  adjoining  to  that  of  the  Al- 
calde, t 

The  inftruments  began  the  concert 
with  feveral  Italian  airs,  after  which 
two  voices  fung  the  following  couplets 
alternately. 


.  FIRST    COUPLET^  • 

Si  de  tu  her  mofura  quicres 
Una  copia  con  mil  graces  i 
Ejcucba,  porque  prettndo 
El  pintar  la. 

SECOND    COUPLETi 

Es  tu  frer.te  toda  nieve 
Y  el  albaftro  j  bat alias 
OJfrecib  al  amor,  hazier  Jo 
En  clla  vaya, 

THIRB    COUPLET. 

Amor  labro  tie  tits  crjas 
Dos  arcos  para  fu  Aljava 
Y  debaxo  ba  dcfcubkrto 

<$u:en  le  mata, 

FOURTH    COUPLET, 

Eres  Juetia  de  el  lugary 
Vandoiera  de  las  almas, 
Iman  de  loi  al-vedrios, 
Li/iu 


FIFTH    COWPLET. 

Vn  rafgo  de  tu  bermofura 
Quifieta  yo  retratar  la, 
Que  es  ejlrella,  es  clelo :  afo!$ 
No  esjino  el  ai-va. 

FIR&T    COUPLET. 

Would  you  fee  a  copy  of  thofe  charmsj 
and  that  beauty  of  yours  ;  liften,  for  I  am 
going  to  p  aint  them. 

SECOND    COUPLET. 

Your  face  is  all  of  fnow  *»d  alabafter ;  !i 
has  defied  love,  who  laughed  at  it. 

THIRD    COUPLET. 

Love  has  made  of  your  eye -brows  two 
bows  for  his  quiver;  but  he  has  difcovercd 
below  them,  who  it  is  that  wounds  him. 

FOURTH    COUPLKT. 

You  are  the  fovereign  of  this  place,  the 
ftealer  of  hearts,  the  diamond  of  defires,  a 
fine  jeweL 

FIFTH    COUPLET. 

I  wouW  fain,  with  one  ftroke,  defcrlbe 
your  beauty.  It  is  a  ftar,  a  heaven,  a  fun  j 
no,  it  is  nothing  but  the  morning. 

'  Thefe  ceuplets  are  gallant  and  de-. 

'  licate,'  faid  the  ttudent.     «  That  is, 

*  becaufe  you  are  a  Spaniard,'  faid  the 

dasmonj    «  were  they  tranflated   into 

«  French, 


DEVIL    ON    TWO    STICKS. 


Trend),  they  would  not  be  much  ad- 
mired.  Readers  ot  that  nation  would 
not  like  tlie  figurative  expreflions, 
but  would  dilcovci-  in  them  a  whim- 
lical  imagination  that  would  fet  them 
a-laughing.  Every  nation  is  pre- 
pafltUcd  in  favour  of  it'sown  taltcand 
genius.  But  let  us  have  done  v.-ith 
thole  couplets,'  continued  he,  4  for 
you  are  going  to  hear  another  kind 
of  mufick. 

4  Follow  with  your  eye  thofe  four 
men  that  on  a  hidden  appear  in  the 
ftreetj  fee,  they  fall  upon  the  fere- 
naders,  wUo  make  nfe  of  their  inftru- 
inents  to  defend  themfelves;  butthey, 
not  being  able  to  withftand  the  force 
of  the  blows,  fly  into  a  thoufand  Oliv- 
ers. And  now  two  gentlemen  come 
to  their  affiltance,  one  of  which  gave 
the  ferenade.  See  with  what  fury 
they  charge  the  aggreflbis,  who  be- 
ing of  equal  courage  and  addrefs,  re- 
ceive them  with  a  good  grace.  What 
a  fire  flames  from  their  fwords !  See, 
one  of  the  defenders  of  the  concert 
falls  j  and  it  is  he  that  gave  it. 
He  is  mortally  wounded.  His  com- 
panion, who  perceives  it,  takes  to  his 
heels  j  the  aggreflbrs  too  make  off, 
and  the  mufick  difappears.  Only  the 
poor  unfortunate  cavalier,  whole  fe- 
renade coft  him  his  life,  remains  there 
on  the  fpot.  Obferve  at  the  fame 
time  the  Alcalde's  daughter,  who  from 
her  window  is  obferving  every  thing 
that  has  patted ;  and  is  fo  proud  and 
«  vain  of  her  beauty,  though  a  very 
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4  ordinary   creature,    that    inftcad    of 

•  being  lorry  for  the  (ad  effcfts  of  it, 
'  the  cruel  wretch  applauds  heifelf  for 
'  it,  and  thinks  hciTrlf  more  handlume 
'  upon  that  account. 

4  But  that  is  not  all,*  added  he; 
'  you  fee  another  gentleman,  who 
'  coming  up  to  him  that  lies  wallowing 
'  in  his  own  blood,  endeavours  if  pof- 
'  fible  to  help  him;  but  while  he  is 

•  employed  in  fo  charitable  an  office, 
'  you  fee  he  is  feized  by  the  watch  that 
4  come  in  upon  him,  and  is  dragged  to 
'  prilbn,  where  he  will  remain  a  long 
4  time,  nor  wilt  it  cod  him  lefs  than  if 
'  he  had  been  really  the  murderer.' 

4  Good  God!'  exclaimed  Zambullo, 
4  how  many  misfortunes  have  happen- 
'  ed  to-night!'—'  Yes,'  replied  the 
devil,  *  and  yet  that  will  not  be  the 
4  laft.  At  this  moment,  if  you  were 

•  at  the  gate  of  the  Sun,  you  would  be 
4  ftartled  at  a  fight  that  will  foon  pre- 
4  fent  itfelf.     By  the  careleflnefs  of  a 
4  fervant,  the  fire  has  taken  hold  of  a 
4  great   houle,  and  already  reduced  a 
4  great  many  valuable  things  to  afhes. 
4  But  whatever  valuable  effefts  it  may 
4  co aiume,  Don    Pedro   de   Elcolano, 
'  whofe   unfortunate  houfe  it  is,  will 
4  not  regret  the  lofs  of  them,  if  he  can 
4  fave   his   only   daughter    Seraphina, 
4  who  is  in  danger  of  being  burnt/ 
Don  Cleofas  defiring  to  be  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  of  the  fire,  the  cripple  that  inltant 
flew   with  him  to  a  large- houfe  di- 
rectly over-againft  that  where  the  fire 
was. 
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VOLUME    THE    SECOND. 


CHAP.    I. 

F  THE  FIRE;  AND  WHAT  ASMO- 
DEUS  DID  ON  THAT  OCCASION, 
OUT  OF  FRIENDSHIP  TO  DON 
CLEOFA3. 

Mmed  lately   they   heard 
a  confufed  noife  of  peo- 
1    <f     pie  crying  out,  Fire,  and 
jj  calling  for  water.     Pre- 
»N^r    fently  they  faw  the  great 
(lair-cafe,  leading  to  the 
beft  apartment  of  Don  Pedro's  houfe, 
all  on  fire;  and,  in  a  minute,  clouds 
of  flames  and  fmoke  iffuing  out  at  the 
windows. 

«  The  fire  rages,'  faid  the  daemon; 
it  is  already  mounted  to  the  roof,  and 
begins  to  make  it' s  way  out  by  it, 
ana  fill  the  air  with  fparks;  and  is 
got  to  luch  a  height,  that  though  the 
people  flock  from  all  parts  to  extin- 
guilh  it,  they  can  do  no  more  than 
ftand  by  as  fpeilators.  You  may 
diftinguifh  from  amongft  the  crowd 
an  old  gentleman  in  a  night-gown ;  he 
is  the  Signior  de  Efcolano.  How  he 
cries  and  take*  on  !  He  is  addrefling 
himfeif  to  the  people  that  are  about 
him,  and  conjuring  them  to  go  fetch 
out  his  daughter;  but  the  great  re- 
ward he  piomiles  them  is  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  for  nobody  will  expofe  his  own 
life  for  that  lady,  who  is  a  perfect 

f:auty,  and  but  futecii  year*  of  age. 


He  tears  his  hair  and  muftarhios,  fee* 
ing  his  prayers  and  intreaties  for  af- 
fiftance  are  in  vain ;  he  beats  his 
brealt,  and  out  of  exccfs  of  grief  be- 
haves like  a  madman.  On  the  other 
fide,  Seraphina,  in  her  apartment, 
deferted  by  her  women,  is  fwoone^ 
away  with  the  fright,  and  will,  in  a 
little  time,  be  ftifled  by  the  thick 
fmoke,  for  no  mortal  man  has  it  in 
his  power  to  help  her.' 
'  Ah,  Signior  Afmodeus,'  cried  Le. 
andro  Perez,  moved  by  a  generou$ 
companion,  '  yield,  I  beg  you,  to  the 
emotions  of  pity  which  I  feel,  and  do 
not  reje£l  the  intreaties  I  make  you 
to  refcue  this  lady  from  impending 
death.  It  is  the  only  recompence  I 
aflc  for  the  fervice  I  have  done  you* 
Do  not  oppofe  my  defnes,  as  you  did 
juft  now,  for  I  (hall  die  with  grief  if 
you  refufe  me.* 

The  devil  fmiled  to  hear  the  (ludent 
alk  thus :  '  Signior  Zambullo,'  faid  he, 
you  have  all  the  qualifications  of  a 
true  knight-errant}  you  have  bra* 
very,  a  companion  for  the  fufferings 
of  others,  and  a  great  readinefs  to 
ferve  the  ladies  ;  have  not  you  a  mind 
to  throw  yourfelf  into  the  midftof 
thofe  flames,  like  an  A'nadis,  in  or- 
der to  deliver  Seraphina,  and  reltore 
her  fafe  and  found  to  her  father?'—. 
Would  to  Heaven  the  thing  were  pof- 
fible!'  anfwered  Don  Cleofas,  •  I 
would  undertake  it  without  a  mo. 
«  m«u'» 
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•  inent's   hefitation.' — *  Yes,    replied 
the  devi-1,  '  and  dearh  would  be  the  re- 
ward of   fo   fine  an  exploit :   for  I 
have  already  told  you,  that  human 
valour  can  be  of  no  fervicc  here,  and 
it  mult  be  mylelf  that  undertakes  the 
affafr  to  oblige  you  j  pray  fee  how  I 
go  about  it,  and  obferve  all  my  ope- 
rati-on*.* 

Thefe  words  were  hardly  out  of  his 
mouth,"  when   putting  on  the  likenefs 
of  Leandro  Perez,  to  the  rtudent's  great 
amazement,    he    flipped    among    the 
crowd,    prefifed   through,    ar.d   darted 
into  the  midft  of  the  flames  as  into  his 
proper   element,    in    the   fight   of    the 
ipe&ators,  who  were  terrified  at  the  ac- 
tion, and  fliewed  their  diflike  of  it  by 
9  great  fbriek.      '   What  madman  is 
thts  ?*    fiid  one ;  '  how  can   intereft 
have  blinded  him  fo  far  !  Were  he  not 
entirely  btreft  of  his'fenfes,  the  pro- 
nnfed  reward  would   have  been   no 
temptation    for  him.' — '  This  ra/h 
young  fellow,'  faid  another,  '  muft 
certainly  be  a  lover  of  Don  Pedro's 
daoghter  ;  who,  pufhed  on  by  excef- 
five  grief,  mnft  have  refolved  to  refcue 
his  mittrefs,  or  die  in  the  attempt.' 
In  ftort,  they  gave  him  up  to  Em- 
pexfocles's  fate*;   when,  in  a  moment, 
they  faw  him  break  through  the  flames 
wi'th  Serepnina   in  his  arms.     The  air 
ring  with  acclamations  of  the  people, 
who  could   not   fufficiently  praife  the 
brave  cavalier  that  had  performed  fo 
fine  an  aftion  :    for  when  rafhnefs  is 
crowned  with  fuccd's,  it  finds  none  to 
blame  it ;  and  though  it  was  a  prodigy, 
it  appeared  as  the  bare  confequence  of 
Spanilh  courage. 

As  the  lady  was  ftill  in  her  fwoon, 
her  father  did  not  dare  to  give  himfelf 
pp  to  joy  ;  but  was  afraid  that,  after 
beirrg  fo  happily  refcued  from  the 
fl,iipes,  the  might  die  in  his  fight,  by 
th«  terrible  tmpre/Iions  which  the  danger 
fi?e  had  run  mult  have  made  on  her 
brain.  But  he  was  foon  put  out  of 
his  fears ;  for  (he  came  to  herfelf  by 
the-  care  that  was  taken  of  her ;  and 
catting  her  eyes  on  the  old  gentleman 
with  an  nir  of  tcndernefs,  '  Sir,'  faid 
flie,  '  I  uWId  be  more  afflifted  than 

•  rejoiced  to   find  my  life  preferved,  i£ 

•  yt'Ui  s  was  not  fo  too'.V- '  Ah  !   my 

•  dear  child,*  anfwered  hr,  embracing 
Jter,  '  fmce  you  are  fafe,  I  am  not  con- 


*  cerned  for  any  thing  elfe.     Let  tts 

*  return  our  thanks,'  continued  he,  (at 
the  fame  time  presenting  the  counter- 
feit Don  Cleofas  to  her)  '  let  us  both 
'  return  onr  thanks  to  this  young  gen- 
'  tleman,  our    deliverer  ;  it  is  to  him 
'  you  owe  your  life.     We  cannot  be 
'  grateful   enough  to  him  ;  nor  is  the 

*  promifed  reward  fufficient   to  bring 
'  us  out  of  his  debt.' 

Here  the  devil  took  up  thedjfcourfe, 
and  very  gallantly  faid  to  Don  Pedro, 

*  My  lord,  the  reward  you   propofed 
'  had  no  (hare  in  the  fervice  which  I 

*  have   had  the  happinefs  to   do  you. 
'  I  am  a  gentleman,  and  a  Caftilian  j 
'  the  pleafure  of  drying  up  your  tears, 
'  and  of  preferving  from-tne  flames  the 
'  charming  object  they  were  going  to 
«  confume,  is  more  than  a   fufficient 
'  recornpence  for  me.' 

The  difintereftednefs  and  generofity 
of  their  deliverer,  infpired  the  Signior 
de  Efcolano  with  a  vaft  efteem  for  him  : 
he  invited  him  to  come  and  fee    him, 
and  defired  his  friend/hip  in  return  for 
his  own,  which  he  offered  him  j  and 
then,  after  a  great  many  compliments 
on  both  fides,  the  old"  gentleman  and 
his  daughter  retired  to  a  little  apart- 
ment they  had  at  the  end  of  the  garden. 
After  this,  the  devil  went  back  to  the, 
ftudent  ;   who,  feeing   him  return  in 
his  firft  form,  faid,  '  Sir  Daemon,  ei- 
ther my  eyes  deceive  me,  or  you  were' 
juft   now  in   my  likenefs.'—'  Yes, 
$ir,'  faid  the  cripple,'  I  was ;  and 
hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  it,  when 
I  acquaint  you  with   the  reafbns  for 
that  metamorphofis.     I  have  formed 
a  great  defign  :  for  I  intend  you  mall 
marry  Seraphina  5   and,  under  your 
features,    have   infpired  her  with  a 
violent    paflion    for    your   lordfliip. 
Don  Pedro,  too,  is  very  well  pleafed 
with  you,  becaufe  I  told  him  very 
gallantly,  that  my  only  view  in  ref- 
cuing  his  daughter  was  the  pleafure 
of  obliging  them  both  ;_and  that  the 
honour  of  happily  putting  an  end  to 
fo  dangerous  an  affair,  was  recorn- 
pence enough  for  a  gentleman  and 
Spaniard.     The  good  man,  who  has 
a  great  foul,  will  not  be  out-done  in 
generofity  ;  and,  I  muft  tell  you,  is 
this  moment  considering,  whether  he 
fliall  not  make  you   his  fon-in-law, 
that  his  gratitude  may  keep  pace  with 
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*  the  obligation  he  think*  he  has  to 

*  you. 

•  Whilfl  he  it  determining,  I  will 
'  carry  you  to  another  place,  and  di- 

*  vert  you  with  different  objecls.' 


CHAP.     II. 

THE    LOVERS. 

<  T  Muft  confefs,'  fays  Cleofas,  *  the 

i   «  oblervations  you  have  made  are 

«  very  inftruilive,  but  tend  to  things 

*  for  which  a  man  of  my  age  and  com- 
«  plexion  has  but  little  relifli.     You 

*  are  to  remember  it  was   a  love-ad- 
«  venture  brought  me  into  the  honour 
'  of    your    converfation  ;     and,   dear 
1  Cupid,    fince  you    prefide  over  that 
«  pafhon,    confine   your    difcourfe   to 

*  what  you  are  matter  of.      Shew  me 

*  then  the  joys  and  anxieties,   the  po- 
«  liticks  and  follies  of  lovers,  if  you 
'  would   improve  me  in  a  real  ufeful 
«  knowledge.' — '  I  mould  be  my,'  faid 
the  daemon,  'of  giving  you  that  infor- 
«  mation,   for  fear  of  lofing  a  votary, 

*  did  not  I  know  it  is  an  infeparable 
«  quality  in  lovers  to  fee,  and  yet  in- 
4  dulge   their    mifery   and    weaknefs  j 
«  for   which   reafon   I   am    under  no 
«  apprehenfion  of  your  growing  wifer 
«  from   the  folly  of  others.'—'  But, 
«  pr'ythee,'  quoth  the  ftudent,  '  before 

*  you  go  any  farther,  let  me  know  what 
'  that  gentleman  is,  who  is  ftriking  fire 
«  at   his  tinder-box  :    do   you  obferve 

*  yonder,  how  he  appears  and  vani/hes 
«  as  the  fparks  fly  about  him  ?' — « That 
«  vigilant  perfon,'  replied  Afmodeus, 
«  is  a  lover,  who  has   been  this  evcn- 

*  ing  in  his  miftrelVs  company.     She, 

*  in   her  difcourfe  on  different  things, 
«  began  two  or  three  cenfures  with  nn 
'  accuftomary  phrafe  of  her's,    There 

*  are  fame  people  in  the  world.     This 

*  he  took  no  notice  of  at  the  time  (he 

*  fpoke  it ;  but  upon  fecond  thoughts, 
'  in    his    own  lodgings,    very   wifely 

*  difcovered  that   Ihe    meant  him   by 
«  that  ambiguous   exprefllon.      After 

taking  feveral  turns  in  his  chamber, 
he  called   for  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
kicked  his  footman  down  flairs,  and 
«  rclblved   to  tell   his  miftrefs  plainly, 

*  he  knew  whom  (he  aimed  at  in   her 
«  late  reflections.     He  had   not  gone 
'  through    the    firft   line  of  his  letter, 
«  before  h«  was  interrupted  by  a  fud- 
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'  den  thought  which  fct  all  things 
'  right  again;  convinced  him  ;!i;.t  his 
'  fufpicions  were  groundlrfs,  and  that 
'  he  was  ftill  in  her  good  graces,  lie 
'  immediately  grew  the  inott  fatisfitd 
'  man  in  the  world,  went  to  h*d  in 
'  the  height  of  good-humour,  gave  hi* 
'  man  a  crown,  and  bid  him  goodnight.' 
— '  What  difafter,'  i\\  1  Cleof as, «  cao 
'  have  befallen  him  fince  t  he  fecm* 
1  to  blow  his  tinder  in  an  unufuai 
'  hurry ;  how  his  cheeks  i'weli,  and 
'  his  eyes  glare  !  it  is  the  molt  dread- 
'  ful  night-piece  I  ever  faw.' — <  You 
'  muft  know,'  fays  the  daemon,  '  lie 
'  had  compofed  himfelf  with  great 

*  tranquillity   for  half  an    hour,  and 
4  was  jult  falling  afleep,  when  he  ftart- 
'  led  on  a  fudden,  and  bethought  him- 
'  felf,  ifjbe  did  net  mean  kirn,  tuba  ceulJ 
'  jhe  mean  ?     This  threw  him  into  fo 
'  great  a  ferment,   that  he  jumped  out 
'  of  his  bed,  with    a  resolution  to  do 

*  fomething,  which  yet  neither  he  nor 
'  I  know  any  thing  of.' — '   I  heartily 
'  pity  the  poor  fellow,'  faid  Cleofas, 
'  for  I  find    he   loves   in   earneft.'— 
'  Had   he   not,'    replied   the   demon, 
'  (he  had   been   his  own  before  now  ; 

*  but  it  is  the  frailty  of  that  weak  foe 
'  to  prefer  an  nffefted  paftlon  to  a  real 
«  one.' — '  That  is  a  frailty,'  fays  the 
fhident,  '  into  which  they  may  natu- 
«  rally  fall.     A  perfonated  lover  caa 
'  aflame  all  the  graces,  and  avoid  ajl 
'  the   imperfections,    of    the  pafllon. 
'  Difquietudes,  jealoufies,  and  expof- 

*  tulations,    always    accompany,    but 
1  very  ill    recommend,    a  heart   tho- 
'  roughly  enamoured.     But  look,  the 
'  man   has    lighted    his    candle,    and 

*  blown    it   out  again.' — *  Aye,'  fays 
the  daemon,  *  he  wjs  quieted  the  very 
'  moment  he  had  lighred  it,    by  call- 
c  ing  to  mind  that  he  had  one  dsy 
'  heard  his  miftrefs  fay,  nothing  was 
'  fo  graceful    in   a   man  as  an    high 
f  forehead,  which  you  may  obferve  he 
4  has,  to  the  apparent  detriment  of  his 
'  chin,  cheeks,  and  eyes.'—'  On  how 
'  flight  a  foundation  is  raifed  the  good 
'  and  evil  of  lovers  !'   cried   Cleofas. 

*  Perhaps  me  who  creates  -\\\  thisdif- 
'  order    is  in    perfect  tranquillity.'—. 

*  That  you  flull  fee  immediately,'  ("aid 
Afmodsus.     *  Gait  your  eyes  on  the 
'  great  houfe  in  the  corner  of  the  fame 
'  ftreet  ;   does  not  a  watch-light  dif- 
'  cover   to  you  a  lady  lying  half  out 

*  of  her  beJ,  and-  talking  to  a  fervant 
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<  who  fits  by  her  fide  ?   You  are  to  un- 

*  derftand,  by  the  way,    that  the  wo- 
«  man  of  a  lady  in  love  never  goes  to 

*  bed  till   four  in  the  morning.     As 
«  foon  as  file  has  undrefled    her,  and 

*  laid  her  on  her  pillow,  her  bufinefs 
«  of  putting  her  to  re  It  is  but  begun  ; 
«  for  fhe  is  then  to  fit  down  by  her, 

*  hear  her  fentiments  of  the  humble 

*  fervant,    and    confute    all   her  fuf- 

*  picions  of   his  infidelity  or  want  of 

*  Jove  j  and,  by  that  time   the  good 

*  lady   is  ten   times  thoroughly  con- 

*  vinced,   and  her  maid  as  often  per- 

*  jured,  in  hopes  to  be  difmifled,  the 
«  ttory  is  to  begin  again.     The  pre- 
«  lent  anguifii  of  our  wakeful  veftal 
«  is  occnfioned  by  a  merry  tale  that  the 
«  gentleman  in   his  fiiirt  told  her  in 

*  their  bit  converfation,  which  divert- 
«  ed  her  fo  much,  that  (he  is  afraid  he 
«  hath  not  grief  at  heart,  who  could 

*  talk  with  fo  much  humour.     This 

*  gives  her  a  thoufand  fears  that  he 

*  has  broke  his  fetters  ;  but  fhe  now 
«  receives  comfort,  the  wench  having 
«  almoft  perfuaded  her,  that  the  per- 
«  fon  for  whom  her  ladyfhip  has  fo 

*  much  tendernefs,  went  away  in  very 

*  great  diforder,  and  in  all  probability 

*  is  at  this  moment  upon  the  rack.' 

«  I  know,  by  experience,'  fays  the 
ftudent,  '  there  is  nothing  fo  dilagree- 

*  able  tp  one  in  her  lady  (hip's  condition 
«  as  a  (tate  of  indifference ;  your  Hue 
«  lover  muft  be  always  giving  either 
«  pleafure  or  pain.     But  who  is  that 

*  pretty  creature   fighing    before   her 

*  glafs  at  this  time  of  night  ?     Why 

*  does  me  bite  her  lips,  glance  her  eyes, 

*  and  examine  her  face  in  fo  many  dif- 

*  ferent  views  r'— '   You  know,'  laid 
Afmodeus,  *  the  cuftom  among  young 
«  fellows,  of   publishing  a   lilt   every 
'  winter  of  the  beauties  who  are  to  be 

*  the  tyrants  of  the  year,  and  have  their 
«  healths  drank  by  crowds  of  fecond- 
«  hand  lovers  that  never  faw  them,  but 
«  are  to  be  enamoured  by  bear-fay,  and 
«  die   for  them,   becaufe  it  is  the  fa- 

*  fliion.     The  lady  before  us,  after  a 
'reign   of  three  years,    was  left  out 

*  in  yefterday's  nomination,  which  is 

*  the  fubjtcl  cf  her  prefent  contempla- 

*  tion  ;   wherein  fhe  appeals  to  her  glafs 
«  from  the  injuftice  of  the  electors.    To 

*  be  revenged  on  the  town,  fometioies 
'  (lie   is   icfolved  to  marry  a   faithful 

*  lover  flic  has  long  laughed  at,  and 


f  fpend  the  remainder  of  her  life   In 

*  devotion  ;    but  upon  furveying  her- 
'  felf  more  narrowly,   (he  finds  things 
'  are  not  come  to  that  extremity,  and, 
'  now  intends  to  drefs,  and  try  the  for- 
'  tune  of  her  features   in  all  pubiick 

*  places  for  one  year  more,  in  order 
'  to  revive  her  pretenfions  againft  the 
c  next   election.      But   we   muft    not 

*  dwell  fo  long  on  particulars;  if  you 
'  would  have  an  idea  of  the  extent  of 
'  my  command,  you  fee  my  followers 
'  in  every  quarter  of  the  city. 

'  Yonder  is  a  young  lady  getting 
'  out  at  a  window  to  run  away  with 
f  her  father's  footman  j  and  at  that 
'  corner  is  a  lord  attending  with  a 
'  coach  and  fix,  to  fteal  a  mantua- 
'  maker's  journey-woman.  The  gen- 
'  tleman  you  fee  in  the  porch,  has  made 
'  an  affignation  to  meet  his  miftrefs  in 
'  that  place  to-morrow  morning  at 
'  feven  ;  and,  in  order  to  it,  took  his 

*  ftation   there   at   ten   laft   night.'— 
'  Excufe  interruption,*    faid  the  ftu- 
dent  ;  «  pray  tell  me  ihc  circumftances 
'  of  the  perfon  yonder  that  lies  on  his 
'  back,  with  his  hands  lifted  up,  and 
'  his  head  creeled  like  a  figure  on  a 
«  tomb  ;  he  feems  falling  afleep  in  an 
f  aft  of  devotion  ;  it  is  the  only  per- 

*  fon  I  have  feen  well  employed  ;    h^ 

*  is  taken  up  much  better  than  in  thefe 
'  vanities.' — '  Nothing  Jefs,'  anfwered 
the  daemon  ;    '  he  lies  motionlefs,    as 
'  you  fee,  that  a  pbte  of  black  lead 

*  on   his  forehead   may  have  it's   due 

*  effecl:  in  preferving  it  fmooth.     His 

*  hands   are  tied  up,  that  they  may  be 
'  white  in  the  morning  j  and  his  waift 
'  braced  in  with  an  iron   boddice,  to 
«  preierve  his  fhnpe.     In  this  extraor- 
'  dinary    pofture    he  is  calling  upon 
'  cruel  Belinda  3   and,  amidft  a  thou- 
'  fand  cutting    reflections    on   the  ill 
'  fucccfs  of  his  prifllon,  it  is  no  fmall 
'  mortification   to  him,    that,    by  the 
'  itching  of  (he  left  fide  of  his  nofe, 

*  he  finds  he  (hall  have  a  pimple  there 

*  before  morning.' 

*  But  pray  tell  me,'  fays  Cleofas, 

*  the  hiftory  of  that  ftudious  gentle- 
'  man  that  ftands   in   his  night-gown 

*  looking  upon  his  candle.     He  rubs^ 
'  his  head  as  if  it  teemed  with  fome  ex- 

*  Iraordinary  projecl.' — '  Ah  !  my  old 

*  friend    Leandro,'    fays    the   daemon, 
'  are   yoB  there  '  —  Tliis  gentleman," 
fays  he,  turning  to  Cleofas,  '  about 

«  fifteen 
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fifteen  years  ago,  fell  in  love  with  a 
young  widow,  who  did  not  iii (cou- 
rage his  addreHVs.  He  is  a  good- 
I,  fcnfible  fellow,  and  fond  to 
ieath  of  his  fair  idol ;  hut  at  the 
'.me  time  fo  over-run  with  moiielty, 
that  he  cannot  find  courage  enough 
reveal  his  paflion,  and  alk  her 
jnient.  She  has  given  him  a 
louland  opportunities  of  breaking 
it  to  her,  and  he  has  made  as  many 
«  resolutions  of  doing  it  the  next  time 
«  he  ices  hcrj  but  they  are  no  fouiier 
«  left  together,  than  he  falls  into  con- 

*  1'u lions   and  palpitations,   looks  like 
«  an  a  Is,  and  wifhes  fomebody  would 

<  come  into  the  room   to  difemharrals 

<  him,    and  i'poil  an  opportunity  that 
«  perhaps    he   has  longed   for   feveral 
«  months  before.     She  took  him  yef- 
«  terday   into   the    fields:     the   lover, 

*  who  would  have  given  half  his  elrate 
«  for  fo    favourable   an  occafion,   fell 
«  to  praifing  the  profpeA;   and,  after  a 
«  great  many  efforts  to  enter  on  the 
'  grand  affair,  refolved  to  put  it  off  to 
«  another  time.     His  paflion  began  in 
«  the  year  1691,   and  in  1695  was  in 
«  a  fair  way,   had  he  prelled  it  ;  ever 
«  fince  that  time  he  has  been  endea- 
«  vouring  to  communicate  his  heart; 

*  but  it  fails  him,  and  it  is  very  pro- 
«  bable  he  may  be  paft  the  functions 
«  of  love  before  he  has  courage  enough 
«  to  make  it.' — '  This  would  hare  been 

*  a  rare  fellow  to  have  made  love  be- 
«  fore  the  deluge,'  fays  Cleofasj    '  a 
«  man  might  have  languished  an  hun- 
«  dred  years  for  a  girl,  and  afterwards, 

*  upon  her  difdain,  have  had  two  or 
«  three  centuries  of  youth  to  tatte  in ; 
«  but  at  prefent,  courtfhip,  marriage, 

*  and  confummation,  are  drawn  into  a 
«  fpan.     We  mult  huddle  up  our  a- 

*  mours  as  foon  as  poffible,  if  we  intend 
«  to  tafte  the  fweett  of  them.' — *  But,' 
faid  Afmodeus,  '  commend  me  to  that 
'  bnly  gentleman,  whom  you  lee  writ- 
«  ing  in  a  penfive  polturc.     He  is  a 
«  paflionate  lover;    that  is,  an   angry 
«  onej  an  hondt  foul,  that  fliews  his 

*  fmcerity    to    his   miftrels,    by  never 
'  difguifing   his    refentments.      This 

*  morning  he  took  the  innocent  free- 

*  dom  of  making  her  by  the  Uioulder, 
«  and   calling    her   a  dirty   baggage  j 
«  upon  which,   after  having  dehbera- 
«  led  whether  he  ought  to  hang  him- 
«  Itlf,  or  beg  her  pardon,   he  has  jult 

*  now  fimlhed   a  ptr.itenual  letter  to 


'  her,  wherein  he  fubfcrirxs  himfrif 
'  the  vileft  of  men,  and  molt  miferablc 
'  of  loveis.' 

'  Unhappy  wretch!  let  him  go  deep 
'  if  he  cm,'  fa  id  the  (Indent ;  '  hut  1 
'  grow  fick  with  looking  upon  fools 

*  lo  like  mylelf.     You  would  oblige 
'  me  more,   if  you   would    fliew    me 
'  the  weaknefs    of    the  enemy,    and 
'  let  me  fee  that,  with  all  thefe  dif- 
'  advantages,  we  are  equal  to  the  fex 
1  we  have  to  deal  with.'—'  There  is 
«  hardly  one  of  them,'    faid  the  devil, 
'  who  does  not  dettroy,  by  her  info- 
4  lence,  the  paflion  me  raifes  by  her 

*  beauty. 

•  If  you  had  as  good  ears  as  I,,  you 
'  would  hear  that  lady, who  frifks  to  and 
'  fro  in  her  apartment  with  fo  mucty 
'  uneafmefs,  cry,  "  Coxcomb,  fop, 
"  clown,  novice  !"  at  every  little  .Hop 
'  file  makes  in  her  walk.  Her  mifery 
'  is,  that,  according  to  form,  (he  tdld 
'  a  plain  fellow  with  a  good  ellate, 
'  who  propoled  himfelf  to  her,  me 
'  wondered  he  could  make  her  ftich  an 

*  offer,    and    folemnly    protefted    fhe 
'  could  never  like  him.     The   fwain. 
'  believed   her,     and    is   gone   to   hij 
'  country-feat;     upon    which     me    is 
'  now  calling  about,  by  what  means  t» 
'  explain  to  the  ruftick  the   nature   of 
'  gallantry,     and     make   him   unJer- 
'  ftand,  that  a  man's  urofefllon  of  love, 

*  and  a  woman's  retufal,   in  this  re- 

*  fined  age,  are  equally  mere  words.* 

'  Butlobfeivealady,who,  of  all  tha^ 
'  I  have  feen,'  faid  Cleofas,  '  touches 
'  me  with  the  greateft  compa/Tion;  hec 

*  dreaming  eyes,   and  difhevelled  hair, 
'  fpeak    a  perfect  Magdalen  !     What 

c  can  be  her  diftrefs  ?  Who  could  be  fa  • 
'  barbarous  to  a  creature  made  up  of 
«  fo  much  foftnefs  ?'— «  That  difcon- 
'  folate  dame,'  quoth  Afmodeus, 
'  was  three  hours  ago  one  of  the  great- 
'  e(t  coquettes  in  Madrid,  and  is 
'  breaking  her  heart  too  late  for  want 
'  of  knowing  it  time  enough.  She 

*  had  long  loved  a  gentleman  of  merit, 
'  but  played  with  his  paflion  and  Her 
'  own    by  fo   many   repeated   flights, 
'  that  he  grew  tired  of  the  ctiace,   an  J 
'  yefterday  difpofed  of  himfelf  to  ano- 
'  '.her.      It   is    for    this   reafon  that 
'  flic  abandons  herfelf  this   nir,ht   to 

*  prayer  and   hartfliorn,    and  intends 
'  to-morrow  to   fliut  herfelf  up  in  a 
'  nunnery  for  ever.     It  would  be  end- 
«  Jefs  to  fliew  you  the  vanities  of  the 

M  « fcx 
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*  fex;  their  thoughts,  words,  and  ac- 
'  tions,  tend  only  to  mew  an  oftenta- 

*  tion,   for  which  they  facrifice  their 
«  liberty,  and  all  the  pleafures  of  life. 

*  Look  at  the  fumptuous  apartment  in 

*  that  palace,    and  the  wrought  bed 

*  that  reaches  up  to   the  roof  of  it. 

*  Do  not  you  fee  in  it  an  old  man  jtift 

*  fallen  afleep,  and  by  his  fide  a  beau- 

*  tiful   young  lady  looking  at  a  pic- 
'  ture  in  miniature?    The  avarice  of 

*  her  mother  tore  her  from  the  young 

*  gallant  whofe  figure  (he  is  contem- 

*  plating,  to  bury  her  in  the  embraces 

*  of  one  /he  loaths.     And  now  all  the 

*  hopes   (lie  has  left  are,   to   lay  her 
f  old  man  in  a  winding- meet,  and  one 

*  day  or  other  come  into  the  arms  of 

*  her  firft  lover.     At  the  next  houfe  is 

*  a  more  diverting  fight.     The  brute 
'  who  ftaggers   into  that  chamber   is 

*  reeling  to  the  bed  of  that   delicate 
'  creature,  whom  her  prudent  parent 
1  proftituted  to  his  embraces.      The 

*  beaftly  fot  was  rival  to  one  of  a  very 
'  agreeable  character;    their  fortunes 

*  were  equal,  but  I  dare  fay  you  will 

*  laugh  at  the  merit  which  preferred 

*  this  worthy  to  the  choice  of  the  pro- 
'  vident  mother.     You  muft  know  he 

*  had  a  pigeon-houfe  upon  his  eftate, 

*  which  the  other  wanted.  This  turned 

*  the  balance  in  his  favour,  and  deter- 

*  mined  the  fate  of  that  unfortunate 
4  lady.' 

*  If  you  can  fhew  us  only  unhappy 

*  effects  of  this  paflion,'  faid  Cleofas, 

*  I  muft  defire  you    would   entertain 

*  me  with  another   fet  of  objects.'— 

*  Do   not   be   difcouraged,'   anfwered 
the  daemon,  '  at  the  profpects  I  have 

*  laid  before  you.     There  are  in  na- 
4  ture  pleafing  amours  and  happy  mar- 

*  riages,  but  thefe  are  not  to  be  looked 
'  for  in  Madrid.     To  give  you  a  fight 
«  of  happy  pairs,   I  mould   tranfport 

*  you    to    folitudes    and   retirements, 
'  where  love  is  a  ftranger  to  art  and  gal- 

*  lantry,  and  lives  amidft  it's  own  na- 

*  tural  fweets,    complacency,    mutual 
'  efteem,  and  eternal  conftancy;  with- 

*  out  being  diverted  by  the  falfe  ap- 
«  pearances,  which,  under  the  colour 

*  of  advancing  it's  enjoyments,  vitiate 

*  the  true  relifli  of  them.     It  is  when 

*  we  fpirits  behold  mortals  in  this  con- 
«  dition,   that   we   fufFer  our  greateft 
'  pangs  of  envy,   and  wifh   for  flefh 
*•  and  blood  to  tafte  the  gratification 
«  beftowed  upoiv  than. 


CHAP.    III. 

OF     THE     TOMBS,      THE     GHOSTS, 
AND     DEATH. 

«  T3  E  FORE  we  perufe  our  re- 
.D  *  flections  on  the  living,*  faid 
the  daemon,  «  Jet  us  for  a  few  mo- 
'  ments  difturb  the  repofe  of  the  dead, 
1  buried  in  this  church.  Let  us  run 

*  through  thefe  fepulchres,    lay  open 
'  what  they  conceal,   and  fee  where- 
'  fore  they  were  erected. 

'  The  firft:  of  thofe  which  you  fee 
'  on  the  right  hand,  contains  the  fad 
'  remains  of  a  general  officer,  who, 
'  like  another  Agamemnon,  at  his  re- 
'  turn  from  the  army,  found  an  ^Egift- 
'  hus  in  his  houfe.  In  the  fecond  is  a 
«  young  cavalier  of  a  noble  family, who, 
«  defigningtofhewtohismiftrefshisad- 
«  drefs  and  vigour  at  a  bull-feaft,  was 
'  cruelly  torn  to  pieces  by  one  of  thofe 
'  creatures.  And  in  the  third  lies  an 

*  old  prelate,  too  foon  hurried  out  of 

*  the  world,  by  making  his  will  in  per- 

*  feet  health,  and  reading  it  to  his  do- 
'  mefticks,towliom, like  agood matter, 
'  he  had  bequeathed  legacies.     But  his 
«  cook  was  too  much  in  hafte  for  his. 

'  In  the  fourth  maufoleum  refts  the 
'  body  of  a  courtier,  who  never  gave 

*  himfelf  any  trouble  but  to  make  his 

*  court.     For  fixty  years  he  was  every 

*  day  f'een   at  the   levee  dinner  and 
<  fupper  of  the  king,  who  loaded  him 
'  with  favours  as  the  reward  of  his  af- 
«  fiduity.'— <  But   really,'     faid   Don 
Cleofas,    *  was  this  man  good  for  any 
(  thing-elfe?'—*  For  no  kind  of  thing/ 
anfwered  the  devil.    «  He  was  lavifli  of 

*  his  offers  of  fervice,   but  never  in  his 

*  life-time    kept   his    word.' — «   The 

*  wretch!'   replied  Leandro.     «  Were 

*  all   fuperfluous    members  to   be  re- 
'  trenched  from  civil  fociety,  this  fort 
'  of  courtiers  ought  to  be  the  firft.* 

*  The  fifth  tomb,'  purfued  Afmo- 
deus,  «  contains  the  mortal  remains 

*  of  a  nobleman^  whofe  zeal  for  his 
'  country's  good,  and  his  fovereign's 
«  glory,    was  ever  uppermoft  at   hie 
'  heart.     His  whole  life  was  fpent  in 
'  embaffies    to  Rome,    France,   Eng- 
«  land,  and  Portugal;  and  he  fo  fairJy 
'  ruined  himfelf  by  them,  that,  when 

*  he  died,   he  had  not  enough  to  bury 
«  him ;.  but  the  king,  to  reward  his 
f  ftrvices>  was  at  that  expence.. 

«  Let 
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vis  go  on  to  thofe  on  the  other 
:  he  tirit  is  the  fepulchre  of  a 
onlidciablc  trader,  who  left  his  chil- 
rcn  an  iimuenfe  fortune}  but  for 
car  their  wealth  might  make  them 
orget  their  rile,  he  had  his  name 
ml  protdlion  engraved  upon  his 
>iTibj  which  his  pi  di-nt  defendants 
are  not  very  well  pleafed  with. 
4  The  following  maufoleum,  which 
exceeds  all  the  red  in  magnificence,  is 
a  piece  looked  upon  with  admiration 
by  all  travellers.' — '  Why,  really,' 
aid  Zambullo,  '  I  think  it  deferves 
to  be  fo  looked  on.  But  I  am,  above 
all,  churned  with  thofe  two  figures 
kneeling,  they  It-tin  fo  admirably 
well  finiihed.  Whoever  made  them 
mult  have  been  a  curious  workman. 
But  pray  tell  me  what  the  pcribns 
they  resident  might  have  been  in 
their  lire-time  ?' 

*  You  fee,'  replied  the  cripple,  '  a 
duke  and  his  wife;  he  was  groom 
of  the  (tole,  and  filled  his  poll  with 
great  reputation,  and  his  wife  lived 
in  a  drift  devotion.  I  mud  let  you 
into  a  circumdance  of  this  good 
dutchefs's  life,  which  I  fancy  you 
will  think  merry  enough,  in  one 
who  profefled  fo  much  devotion. 
And  it  was  this. 

4  The  lady  had  long  had  for  her 
confeffor,  a  monk  of  the  order  De  la 
Merci,  named  Don  JeromD'Aguilar, 
a  good  man,  and  very  famous  for 
his  preaching;  with  whom  (he  was 
very  well  pleafed,  till  a  Dominican 
appeared  at  Madrid,  who  by  his  fer- 
mons  charmed  all  the  ptople.  This 
new  orator's  name  was  Father  Pla- 
cidio.  The  people  flocked  to  hear 
him,  as  much  as  to  Cardinal  Xime- 
nes.  And  the  court  having  been 
pleafed  to  go  to  one  of  his  fermons, 
upon  his  great  reputation,  was  better 
pleafed  with  him  than  the  city. 
4  Our  dutchefs  at  rird  made  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  hold  out  againd  com- 
mon fame,  and  to  refift  the  curiofify 
that  inclined  her  to  go  and  be  her- 
felf  the  judge  of  Father  Placidio's 
eloquence;  and  me  behaved  in  this 
manner,  to  (hew  her  director,  that, 
like  a  penitent  who  was  delicate  and 
concerned  for  her  confeflbr,  (he  had 
a  (hare  in  thofe  lentiments  of  anger 
and  jealoufy  which  this  new  comer 
*  might  have  given  him.  Yet  then 


4  was  no  poflibility  for  her  always  to 
'  hold  out  againd  him.  The  Dumi- 
4  nican  made  fo  much  noifc  in  the 
4  city,  that  at  lad  Hie  yielded  to  tht 
'  temptation  of  feeing  him  :  and  did 
'  fee  him,  heard  him  preach,  liked  him, 
<  followed  him  ;  ana  nt  lad  the  little 
'  incondant  creature  formed  the  folr 
4  lowing  defign,  111  order  to  make  him 
4  her  confeflbr. 

'  But  her  fir  It  dep  was  to  get  rid  ol 
'  her  former,  and  this  was  not  very 
4  eafy;  for  a  fpiritual  guide  is  not  to 
4  be  left  like  a  lover.  A  devotee  would 
4  not  willingly  p.ifs  for  fickle,  not 
4  lole  the  efteem  of  the  director  (he  is 
4  abandoning.  What  then  does  our 
'  dutchefs,  think  you  ?  She  goes  to 
4  Don  Jerom,  and  tells  him,  with  as 
4  melancholy  an  air  as  if  (he  had  been 
4  really  concerned,  <4  Father,"  fay* 
4  (he,  4t  I  am  didracted,  I  am  inexprefli- 
"  bly  amazed,  afflicted,  and  perplexed 
44  in  my  mind." — "  What  is  the  matter 
41  then,  Madam  ?"  aniwered  D'Agui- 
4  lar.  4'  Ah,  would  you  believe  it!"'  i&- 
4  plied  me;  44  my  hufband,  who  always 
4<  repofed  an  entire  confidence  in  my 
44  virtue,  after  feeing  me  fo  long  under 
44  your  direction,  without  (hewing  the 
44  lead  imeafmefs  at  my  conduct,  is  all 
"  of  a  fudden  grown  fufpicious  and 
44  jealous,  and  will  not  fufFer  you  to 
44  be  any  longer  my  confeffor.  Did 
41  you  ever  hear  of  fuch  a  whim  ?  I 
41  told  him  he  not  only  affronted  me, 
44  but  likewife  a  man  of  drift  piety, 
44  and  one  who  was  free  from  the 
44  tyranny  of  thepaffions;  but  all  in 
44  vain;  I  only  increafed  his  miftruft 
44  by  taking  your  part." 

4  Don  Jerom,  notwithftanding  all 
4  his  good  fenfe,  gave  into  this  ftory. 
4  Indeed,  (he  had  told  it  with  an  air 
4  that  would  have  deceived  the  whole 
4  world.  Though  he  was  ferry  and 
4  vexed  to  lofe  a  penitent  of  fuch  im- 
4  port.ince,  he  however  exhorted  her 
4  to  obey  her  hufband's  will:  but  his 
4  reverence's  eyes  were  opened,  and  he 
4  difccvered  the  trick,  upon  hearing 
4  the  lady  had  choi'cn  Father  Placidio 
4  for  her  confeflbr. 

4  Next  to  this  duke  and  his  cinning 
4  fpoufe,*  continued  the  devil,  4  a 
4  plainer  tomb  conceals  the  ridiculous 
4  conjunction  of  an  old  dean  of  the 
*  council  of  the  Indies,  and  his  young 
1  wife.  This  old  fellow,  in  his  grand 
Ma  <  cli- 
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1  dimaftenck,  married  a  girl  of  twenty ; 

*  he  had  two   children    by   a   former 
'  wife,    and   was   jult   ready   to  have 

*  figned  their  ruin,    when  an  apoplexy 

*  carried  him  off;    and  their  mother- 

*  in-law,  four  and  twenty  hours  after, 
«  died  with  vexation  that  he  did   not 

*  die  three  later. 

'  We  are  now  at  the  moft  facred 
'  monument  in  this  church.  The 
'  Spaniards  have  as  much  veneration 
'  for  it,  as  the  Romans  had  for  that  of 

*  Romulus.'-—'  What  great  man  is  it 
'  whofe  afhes  lie  there  ?'   faid  Leandro 
Perez.     '  A  firft  minifter  of  the  court 
'•  of  Spain,'  anfwered  Afmodeus.  '  Ne- 
'  ver  will  the  kingdom  perhaps  enjoy 

*  his  equal.     The  king  threw  all  the 
'  care   of  the   government  upon   this 
«  great  man,   who  fo  well  difcharged 
'  his  truft,  that  both  the  king  and  his 
'  fubje£ls  were  very  well  pleafed  with 
'  him.     The  ftate,  under  his  admini- 

*  ftration,  was  always  in  a  flouriming 

*  condition,  and  the  people  happy.    To 

*  conclude,   this  able  minifter  was    a 

*  man  of  great  religion  and  humanity  : 
'  yet,  for  all  he  had  no  crime  to  charge 

*  himfelf  with  on    his   death-bed,    he 

*  could  not  help  trembling  to  think  of 
«  the  ticklifh  poft  he  had  been  in. 

*  A  little  beyond  this  minifter,  whofe 

*  lofs  dtferves  to  be  for  ever  regretted, 

*  you  may  diftinguifti  up  in  a  corner  a 
«  black  marble   (tone  fixed  to  one   of 
'  the  pillars.     Shall   I   open  you   the 

*  grave  under  it,  and  (hew  you  the  re- 

*  mains  of  a  citizen's  daughter,    that 
'  died  in  the  flower  of  her  age,    and 
«  whofe  beauty  charmed   all  eyes  that 
'  behejd  her  ?     Yet  flie  is  now  nothing 

*  but  duft;   though,  whilft  living,   me 

*  was   fo  lovely,  that   her  father  was 

*  under  continual  uneafinefs   left  fome 
«  lover  fhould  run  away  with  her;  and 
'  had  (he  lived  a  little  longer,  fuch  a 

*  thing  might  have  happened.     Three 

*  cavaliers,    who    idolized    her,     were 
'  not  to  be  comforted  at  the  lofs  of  her, 

*  and   all    killed   themfelves   to   mew 

*  their    defpajr.      Their  tragical  (lory 
'  is  written  in  letters  of  gold  on  that 

*  majrblfc  (tone,  with  three  i'mall  figures 

*  reprefenting  the  three  defpairing  !ov- 
«  ers,  who  are  going  to  make  an  end 

*  of  themfelves.     One  of  them  is  fwal- 
«  lowing  a  glafs  of  poifon,  the  fecond 
<  falls  upon  his  fword,  and  the  third  is 
«  putting  a  cord  about  his  neck,  in  or- 

*  dtt  to  hang  himfelf/ 


The  daemon  feeing  the  ftudent  laugh 
here  very  heartily,   and  pleafe  himfelf 
mightily  with   the  fight  of   the  girl's 
epitaph  being  adorned  with  thofe  three 
figures,  faid  to  him,   '  Since  this  fancy 
Ib  delights  you,  I  can  hardly  forbear 
carrying    you    this    inftant    to    the 
banks  of  the  Tagus,  in  order  to  (hew 
you  a  dramatick  writer's  monument, 
which  he  had  built  in  a  church  at  a 
village   near   Almarez,    whither    he 
retired  after  leading  a  long  and  merry 
life   at   Madrid.     This    author   had 
furnifhed  the  play-hcufe  with  feveral 
comedies   full  of  bold  fmutty  ima- 
ges;   but  repenting  before  he   died, 
and  refolving  to  atone  for  the  fcan- 
dal  they  had  given,   he  ordered  a  fort 
of  funeral  pile  to  be  engraven  upon, 
his  tomb,  made  of  books  reprefent- 
ing  fome  of  the  pieces  he  had  writ- 
ten, and  Modefty  appears  fetting  fire 
to  them  with  a  lighted  torch. 
'  Befide  the  dead  interred  in  thofe 
tombs  1  have  (hewed  you,  there  are 
a  vaft  number  of  others  buried  in  a 
very  plain  manner.     I  fee  all  their 
ghofts  wandering  about,  continually 
walking  to  and  fro  by  each  other, 
without  difturbing  the  profound  f{- 
lence  that  reigns  in   that  holy  place. 
They  do  not  indeed  difcourfe  toge- 
ther}   but,   notwithftanding  they  are 
filent,   I  read  all  their  thoughts.' — 
What  a  mortification  is  this  to  me,* 
ried  Don  Cleofas,    '  not  to  be  able  to 
enjoy   the    pleafure   of    feeing  them 
as  you  do!'—'  I  can  give  you  that 
fatisfa&ion,'   faid  Afmodeus,  '  with 
the  greatelt  eafe.'     At  the  lame  time 
the  daemon  laid  his  hand  on  his  eyes, 
and,   by  a  delufion,    made   him  fee  a 
great  number  of  phantoms  cloathed  in 
white. 

At  the  apparition  of  fo  many  fpeclres, 

Zambullo   fhuddered,     «  How!'    faid 

the  devil,   '  do   you   (hake  ?   are  you 

afraid  of  thefe  ghoits  ?     Do  not  let 

their  drefs  fcare  ycuj  accufiom  your- 

felf  to  it  betimes,   for  it  is  what  you 

mil  ft  wear  in  your  turn,   and  is  the 

livery  oj 'the  departed.     Take  heart, 

then,  and  fear   nothing.      Can    you 

want  courage  now,  who  could  hear 

*  the  fight  of  me !     Thefe  people  are 

'  not  half  fo  mifchievous  as  mylelf." 

The  ftudent,  at  thefe  words,  recall- 
ing ail  his  courage,  looked  pretty  boldly 
upon  thole  phantoms.  '  Oblerve  thefe 
'  ghoils  attentively,'  faid  the  devil ; 

«  thois 
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•  thofe  who  have  fuperb  mtuifolcums 
are,  without  diftinonoB,  confounded 
with  thufc  whole  monuments  are  no 
more  than  a  pitiful  coffin.  That 
rdination  which  diftinguiflicJ 
them  one  from  the  other,  is  now  at 
<id.  The  groom  of  the  ftole,  and 
the  tii ft  minilter,  are  now  no  more 
valued  than  the  meaneft  citizen  that 
is  buried  here.  Their  grandeur  is 
over  with  their  life,  like  that  of  an 
hero  of  the  ftage  upon  the  conclu- 
lion  of  the  play.' 

«  I  obferve  one  thing,'  faid  Leandro ; 
a  melancholy  ghoft  walking  by  him- 
felf,  feeming  tu(hun  the  company  of 
his  brethren.' — '  Say  rather,  that  the 
reft  Ihun  his,'  anfwered  the  dremon, 
and  you  will  be  right.  Do  you  know 
what  thnt  ghoft  is  ?  Why,  that  of 
the  old  notaiy,  who  had  the  vanity 
to  be  buned  in  a  leaden  coffin  ;  which 
has  fo  (hocked  all  the  plebeian  ghofts, 
whofe  bodies  were  more  modeftly 
laid  in  the  ground,  that,  to  mortify 
him,  they  would  not  luffer  his  ghoft 
to  mix  amonglt  them.' 
'  I  have  jult  made  another  remark,' 

eplied  Don  Cleofas ;  '  two  ef  the 
phantoms,  as  they  puffed,  ftopt  a  mo- 
ment to  look  at  each  other,  and  they 
went  on.' — '  They  are,'  anfwered 

he  devil,  '  thegholls  of  two  intimate 
friends,  one  of  which  was  a  painter, 
and  the  other  a  mufick-marter,  a  little 
given  to  drinking,  but  elfe  a  very  ho- 
ne (t  fellow.  They  died  in  the  fame 
year  5  and  when  they  met  juft  now, 
ftruck  with  the  remembrance  of 
their  pleafures,  they  laid,  by  that 
me!anch«ly  filence,  "  Ah,  friend, 

1  our  drinking  days  are  over !" 
«  Blefs  me  !'  cried  the  ftudent  '  what 
is  it  I  lee  ?  At  the  end  of  the  church 
there  are  two  ghofts  walking  toge- 
ther, but  how  ill  they  are  matched! 
Their  lhape  and  gait  are  very  dif- 
ferent. One  is  unreafonably  tall, 
and  walks  with  all  the  gravity  in  the 
world ;  .iiid  the  other  is  very  fhorr, 
and  leems  to  be  flying  in  the  air." 
— '  The  tall  one,'  replied  the  cripple, 
is  a  German,  who  got  his  death  by 
drinking  three  healths  with  tobacco 
in  his  glafs ;  and  the  fhort  one  a 
Frenchman,  who  (according  to  the 
civility  of  his  nation)  taking  it  into 
his  head  to  prefent  a  lady  with  holy 
water  at  her  entrance  into  the  church  5 
as  Kc  was  going  out  of  it,  the  fame 


day  was  laid  flit  with  a  blunderbufs, 
as  the  reward  of  his  politenefs.* 
'  lam,  in  my  turn,'  laid  Afmodeus, 
obferving  three  remarkable  ghoft* 
that  I  diftinguilh  from  amonglt  tins 
crowd,  and  I  mult  tell  you  in  what 
manner  they  were  feparated  from 
their  duft.  They  once  informed  the 
pretty  bodies  of  three  a&refles;  who, 
in  their  time,  made  as  much  noife 
at  Midrid,  as  Origo,  Cytheris,  and 
Ai  bufcula,  made  at  Rome  in  theirs  ; 
and  who,  as  well  as  they,  poflefled, 
in  the  greateft  perfection,  the  art  of 
diverting  men  in  publick,  and  ruin- 
ing them  in  private.  But  mark  the 
end  of  thel'e  three  famous  Spanilh 
a  ft  relics.  One  died  fuddenly  of  en- 
vy, at  the  pit's  clapping  a  young  ac- 
treis  at  her  firft  coming  on  the  Itage  j 
the  other  found,  in  excels  of  good 
eating  and  drinking,  the  infallible 
death  that  is  it'sconlequence  ;  and  the 
third,  over-heating  herfelf  in  playing 
the  part  of  a  veftal  virgin,  mifcar- 
ried,  and  died  of  it  behind  the  fcenes. 
*  But  let  us  leave  all  thefe  ghofts  at 
peace,'  continued  the  devil,  «  for  we 
have  feen  enough  of  them.  Befides, 
I  intend  to  prefent  to  your  view  an 
objeft  that  ought  to  make  a  ftronger 
imprellion  upon  you,  and  will,  by 
the  help  of  the  fame  power  by  which 
I  (hewed  you  the  ghofts,  make  death 
vilible  to  you.  This  cruel  enemy 
of  mankind  mall  be  the  fubject  of 
your  contemplation,  who  is  incef- 
fantly  hovering  over  man,  though  he 
does  not  perceive  him;  and  who,  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  pervades  all 
the  parts  of  the  earth,  and,  in  the 
fame  moment,  makes  all  the  nations 
that  inhabit  it  fenfible  of  the  vaft  ex- 
tent of  his  power. 

«  Look  towards  the  eaft,  fee  there  he 
is !  A  vaft  troop  of  birds  of  ill  omen 
fly  before  him  with  terror  at  their 
head,  and  proclaim  his  coming  by 
mournful  and  deadly  cries.  His  in- 
defatigable hand  is  armed  with  a 
cruel  fey  the,  under  which  fucceffively 
fall  all  generations.  On  one  of  his 
wings  are  painted  war,  peftilence, 
famine,  fhipwreck,  conflagrations, 
with  the  r«ft  of  thofe  fad  accidents 
which  i  very  inftant  deliver  him  up  a 
frefh  prey.  On  his  other  wing  are 
to  be  feen  young  phyiicians  taking 
their  doctor's  degree,  in  the  prefence 
of  Death,  who  gives  then)  the  cap, 
«  after 
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'  after  fwearing  them  never  to  pra&ife 

*  phyfick  otherwife  than  it  is  pra£lifed 
'  at  this  time  of  the  day.' 

Though  Don  Cleofas  was  pretty  fine 
Iwere  was  nothing  real  in  what  he  fa\v, 
»nd  that  the  devil  (hewed  him  Death 
under  this  form,  only  to  oblige  him, 
yet  he  would  not  look  on  it  without 
flmddering.  However,  he  fummoned  up 
his  courage,  and  faic)  to  the  dsemon, 

*  Wiil  this  frightful    figure  only  pals 

*  over  Madrid,  without   leaving  fome 

*  figns  of  his  paflage?' — '  No,  certain- 

*  )y,'    replied    the  cripple,    '    he  does 
'  not  come  hither  for    nothing,    and 
«  it  is  in  your  choice  whether  you  will 
«  be  witneis   of  his   operations.' — '  I 

*  take  you  at  your  word,'  replied  the 
ftudent;  '  let  us  fellow  him,  and  fee 
«  upon  what  unhappy  families  his  fury 
'  will  fall.     Alas  !    how    many  tears 

*  are  going  to  bt  (bed  !' — '  Dcubtlefs,' 
anfwered  Aftnodeus,    *    and    a   great 

*  many  counterfeit  ones  too ;  for  Death, 
«  notwithstanding  the  horror  that  goes 
'  along  with  him,  caules  as  much  joy 

*  as  forrow.' 

Our  two  ipe&ators  took  their  flight, 
5n  order  to  follow  Death,  and  obferve 
him.  The  firft  place  he  entered  was 
a  citizen's  houfe,  where  the  matter  was 
in  the  laft  extremity.  He  touched  him 
with  his  fcythe,  and  the  good  man 
expired  in  the  midft  of  his  family, 
which  immediately  formed  a  concert 
of  fighs  and  groans.  «  Here,'  faid  the 
daemon,  *  is  no  counterfeiting :  the 

*  wife  and  children  of  this  citizen  loved 

*  him  tenderly,  and  befides  they  want- 

*  ed   him,   for   he  was   their  fupport : 

*  there  can  be  r.o  diflimulatipn  in  their 
f  tears. 

'  But  it  is  quite  otherwife  as  to  whnt 

*  pafits  in  that  other  houfe,  where  you 
^  fee  Death  is  linking  an  old  man  in 
«  bed.     He    is  a  cpunfellor  who  has 
«  Jived  mijerably  and  a  batchelor,  to 

*  amafs  vair  riches  for  three  nephews, 
'  who  flew  to  his    houfe  the  moment 
'  they  heard   he  was  drawing  near  his 

*  end.     They  have  played  their  parts 

*  extremely  well,  by  the  fliew  of  a  pro- 
<  digious  forrow.     But  fee,    they   are 
«  throwing  off  the  maik,  preparing  to 
f  behave  as    heirs,    after  playing   the 
f  grimace  of  relations,    and  going  to 
«  nfle  every  where.     What   heaps    of 
f  gold  and  iilver  will  they  £r,d  !  "  Oh, 
f  the  plealure!"   laid  one  of  his  heirs 
f  jult  now  to  the  others  j  "  Qh,  the  plea- 


"  fure  for  nephews  to  have  old  ftingy 
*'  uncles,  that  renounce  all  the  plea- 
"  fures  of  life  purely  that  they  may 
"  enjoy  them  !"— '  A  fine  funeral  ora- 
'  tion  really!'  faid  Leandro  Perez. 
1  Oh,  upon  my  word,'  replied  the  devil, 

*  there  are  few   long-lived  rich  fathen 

*  that  ought  to  expecl  any  other  even 
'  from  their  own  children. 

'  Whillt  thefe  young  heirs,  fwim- 
'  ming  in  joy,  are  in  fearch  of  the  de- 

*  ceafcd's  treafures,  Death   is  making 
'  towards  a  fine  palace,  where  lies  a 
'  young   lord  fick   of  the    fmall-pox. 
'  This  lord,  one  of   the  moft  amiable 
'  perfons  of  the  court,  is  going  to  be 
'  cut  off  in  his  prime,  notwithstanding 
'  the  celebrated  phyfician  who  has  him 

*  under  his  care ;  or,  perhaps,   rather, 

*  becaufe  he  has  him  under  his  care. 

4  Obferve  with  what  a  rapidity  Death 
1  performs  his  operations.  He  has 
f  already  determined  the  fate  of  that 
'  young  lord's  life,  and  is  ready  for 
'  another  expedition.  He  flops  over  a 
'  convent,  goes  down  into  one  of  the 

*  cells,  falls  upon  an  honeft  friar,  and 
1  cuts   the  thread   of   a  penitent   and 
'  mortified  life  which  he   has  led   for 

*  forty  years.     Death,  all  terror  as  he 

*  is,  has  not  alarmed  him,   but  in  re- 
'  turn,  he  is  entering  a  palace  which 
'  he   will    fill  with    terror,    for  he   is 
'  making  his  approaches  to  a  licenti- 

*  ate  of  quality,  lately   nominated  to 

*  the  biftioprick  of  Albarazin.     That 

*  prelate   thinks   of   nothing  but   his 
'  preparations  for  going  down  to  hrt 
'  diocefe  with  all  the  pomp  and  fplen- 
'  dour  which  now-a-days  are  infepa- 
'  rable  from   princes  of  the  church  j 
'  and  Death  is,  of  all  things,  the  far- 
'  theft  from  his  thoughts.     Yet  he  it 
'  juft  this  moment  beginning  his  jour- 
'  ney   to  the   other  world,    where   he 
'  will  arrive  with  as  thin  a  train  as  the 
'  poor  friar;  and  I   queftion  whether 

*  he  will  be  fo  favourably  received.* 

'   Oh,    Heaven1.'    cried   Zambullo, 

*  Death  is  going  to  pais  over  the  king's 
'  palace,  and   I  am  afraid  the  barba- 

*  rian  will  with  one  Itroke  cf  his  fey  the 

*  put  all    Spain  in  a  confternation.*— 

*  You    have  reafon   to   tremble,'  faid 
the  cripple,  '  for  he  has  no  more  re- 
'  fpecl  for  kings  than  their  footmen  ; 
'  hut  take  courage,'  added  he,  a  mo- 
ment after,  «  he  has  nothing  to  fay  at 
«  prefent  to   the    monarch,    but  he  is 

'  upon  one   et    feis   courtiers, 

4  out 
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«  one  of  that  fort  of  creatures,  whofe 
«  only  employment  is   to   follovr   and 

•  make  their  court  to  him.     They  are 

•  eafily  fpared,  their  places  are  fo  loon 
4  filled  up.* 

'  But  methinks,'  replied  the  ftu- 
dent,  *  Death  is  not  content  with  tak- 

•  ing  off  that  courtier,  he  makes  ano- 

•  ther  panfe  on  the  queen's  apaitment.* 
— «  He  does  fo,'   anfwercd  the  deTil, 

•  and  to  do  a  very  good  work  too:  he  is 
«  going  to  flit  the  windpipe  of  a  wick- 

•  ed   old  woman,   whole   pleafure  Met 

•  in  lowing   divifions  in   the  queen's 

•  court,   and  who  fell   fick  with  vex- 

•  ation  to  fee  two  ladies,  whom  ihe  had 
4  let   together  by  the  ears,   fincerely 
4  reconciled. 

4  You  are  going  to  hear  fome  rery 
'  piercing  cries,*  continued  the  dae- 
mon. «  Death  has  juft  entered  that 

•  fine  houfe  on  the  left  hand,  where  is 

•  going  to  be  afted  one  of  the  moft 
'  melancholy  fcenes  that  ever  was  re- 

•  prefented  on  the  theatre  of  the  world. 
'  Fix   your  eyes   on    that   deplorable 
«  fpeftacle.' — «   Really,'      laid     Don 
Cleofas,   •  I  do  fee  a  lady  that  tears 
'  her   hair,   and   ftruggles  in  her  wo- 
«  man's  arms.     Why  does  (he  appear 
«  fo  afflicled  ?' — '  Look  into   the  op- 
4  pofite  apartment,'  anfwered  the  de- 
vil, '  and  you  will  fee  the  caufe.     Ob- 
4  ferve  the  man  laid  on  that  (tately  bed  ; 
4  it  is  her  hufband  who  is  expiring, 

•  and  (he  is  inconfolable.     Their  ftory 
4  is    very   moving,    and    dsfervea    to 
4  be  written.     I  have  a  great  mind  to 
'  tell  it  you.' 

1  You  will  oblige  me,'  replied  Le- 
andro  :  *  I  am  not  lei's  fenfible  of  ob- 
4  jefts  of  companion,  than  diverted 
4  by  thofe  of  ridicule.'—'  It  is  fome- 
4  what  long,'  anfwered  Afmodeus, 
4  but  too  moving  to  be  tirefome.  Be- 
4  fides,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  as  much 
4  a  devil  as  I  am,  I  am  tired  with  run- 
4  ing  after  Death;  fo  let  \n  leave 
4  him  in  fearch  of  frefli  viftims.' — 
4  With  all  my  heart/  faid  Zambullo; 

•  I  fliould  be  better  pleafed   to  hear 
4  this   hiftory,   which  you    have   pro- 
4  mifed   to    entertain  me   with,    than 

•  thus  to  fee  the  whole  race  of  man 

•  perilling  one  after  another.'     Upon 
which   the   devil  having  fct  the  Itu- 
dent   down    upon  one   of  the  higheft 
houfes   in   Alcala   Street,     began   the 
relation  in  thel'c  terms. 


CHAP.     IV. 

THE    POWER    OF    FRIENDSHIP. 
A    STORY. 

Young1  gentleman  of  Toledo, 
4  accompanied  by  liis  valet  de 
4  chambre,  travelled  by  Jong  journiei 
4  from  his  native  country,  to  avoid 
1  the  confequences  of  a  tragical  adven- 
4  ture.  He  was  two  little  leagues 
4  from  Valencia,  when,  at  the  entry 
4  of  a  wood,  he  met  a  lady  dofcending 
4  haltily  out  of  her  coach.  No  veil 
4  covered  her  face,  in  which  beauty 
4  mone  in  perfection.  This  cliarm- 
'  ing  lady  feemed  fo  dift»rbe<l  and  dif- 
4  tracked,  that  the  cavalier  conclud- 
4  ing  (he  wanted  afliftance,  did  not  fail 
4  to  tender  her  that  of  his  courage.* 

44  Generous  unknown,"  faid  the  la- 
4  dy,  "  I  c-mbrace  your  offer.  Heaven 
44  feems  to  have  fent  you  hither  to  my 
44  afliftance,  and  to  avert  the  misfor- 
44  tune  which  I  dread.  Two  gentle- 
"  men  are  met  upon  an  appointment 
4<  in  this  wood  :  I  this  minute  f.»vr 
44  them  enter;  I  can  tell  you  no  more  j 
4<  but,  if  you  pleafe,  follow  me,  and 
44  you  (hall  know  the  whole."  At 
4  the  end  of  thefe  words  (he  flew  into 
4  the  wood;  and  the  Toledan,  leav- 
'  ing  the  care  of  his  horfe  to  his  man, 
'  made  after  her  as  faft  as  he  could. 

4  They  had  fcarce  advanced  an  hun- 
*  dred  paces,  before  they  heard  the 
4  clafliing  of  fwords,  and  foon  difco- 
4  vered  two  men  lurioufly  engaged. 
4  The  Toledan  ran  to  part  themj 
4  which  having  done,  partly  by  force, 
4  and  partly  by  iutreaty,  he  aflced  them 
'  the  cauls  of  their  quarrel.  "  Brave 
44  unknown,*'  faid.  one  of  the  cara- 
4  liers,  4{  my  name  is  Don  Fadrique 
44  de  Mendoc.3,  and  my  adveifary  is 
44  Don  Alvnro  Ponce.  \Ve  both  love 
44  Donna  Theodora,  the  lady  which 
44  you  accomprmy.  She  has  always 
44  flighted  our  addteflss;  and  notwith- 
4<  (landing  all  the  tendernefTes  tliat  luve 
44  could  fugtidt  to  pleafe  her,  the  ob- 
44  durate  ran  would  never  treat  u« 
41  better.  As  for  me,  I  defigned  to 
"  continue  her  flare  in  fpite  of  JUT 
44  indifference;  but  my  rivsl,  infK-ad 
44  of  taking  the  f.ime  refoJut:on,  lent 
44  me  a 
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cc  It  is  true/'  interrupted  Don  AI- 
«  varo,  "  I  concluded  that,  if  I  had 
"  no  rival,  Donna  Theodora  might 
"  look  upon  me;  wherefore  I  endea- 
"  voured  to  take  away  the  life  of  Don 
««  Fadrique,  to  rid  myfelf  of  a  man 
"  that  oppofed  my  felicity." 

"  Gentlemen,"  laid  the  Toledan, 
"  I  do  not  approve  your  duelling;  it 
"  is  an  affront  to  Donna  Theodora. 
"  It  will  foon  be  publilhed  in  Valen- 
*'  cia  that  you  have  fought  for  her; 
"  and  your  miftreiVs  honour  ought  to 
*'  be  dearer  to  you  than  your  own  re- 
"  pofe  and  lives.  Befides,  what  ad- 
"  vantage  could  the  vanquisher  reap 
"  by  his  victory  ?  After  having 
V  expofcd  his  miftreiVs  reputation, 
'*  could  he  expeft  me  would  look  on 
"  him  with  a  favourable  eye  ?  Take 
"  my  advice j  make  a  more  noble 
"  effort  on  yourfelves,  more  worthy 
**  the  names  that  you  bear  :  conquer 
"  thefe  furious  trail fports;  and,  by  an 
"  inviolable  oath,  engage  yourfelves  to 
"  fubfcribethe  articles  of  accommoda- 
"  tion  which  I  (hall  propole  to  you. 
"  Your  quarrel  fliall  end  without 
««  blood fhed." 

"  Hah  I    how?"   laid  Don  Alvaro. 
"  This  lady  muft  declare,"  replied  the 

*  Toledan,   "  whether  me  .will  chufe 
"  Don  Fadrique  or  you;  and  the  un- 
"  happy  lover,  far  from  aiming againil 
"  his   rival,    muft   leave   him  in   the 
"  field."  — "  I  confent,"    faid    Don 

*  Alvaro;    "  atid  i'wear,  by  all  that  is 
"  molt    (acred,    to   acquiefce   in    her 
"  choice,  whether  fhe  determine  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  me  or  my  rival;  for  even 
*<  that   preference  will   be   more  fup- 
*'  portable  than  the  miferable  uncer- 
"  tainty  under  which  I  now  labour." 
— "  And  as  for  me,"  faid  Don  Fadri- 

*  que  in  his  turn,   "  I  call  Heaven  to 
"  witnefs,     that  if  the   divine  object 
'*  which  I  adore  does  not  pronounce 
"  in  my  favour,  I  will  remove  myfelf 
"  far  from  her  charms;  and,  if  I  can- 
"  rot  forget  her,  at  leait  I  will  never 
*'  fee  her  more." 

'  The  Toledan  then  turning  towards 
«  Theodora,  <l  Madam,"  faid  he,  "  it 
•'  is  in  your  power  with  one  word  to 
"  diiarm  thefe  two  rivals  ;  you  need 
'<  only  declare  whofe  conftancy  of 
«•'  the  two  you  pleafe  to  reward."— 
"  Sir,"  anfwered  the  lady,  "  fearch 
*'  for  another  expedient  to  reconcile 
"  tliem.  Why  (hould  I  be  the  facri- 
"  fice  of  their  agreement  ?  I  really  v»i 


"  lue  Don  Fadrique  and  Don  Alvaro, 
*'  but  I  do  not  love  either  of  them  ; 
"  and  it  is  unjuft  that,  to  prevent 
"  the  ftain  which  their  duelling  might 
"  caft  upon  my  honour,  I  {hould  be 
"  obliged  to  give  rliofe  hopes  which  my 
"  heart  will  never  own." 

<c  It  is  too  late  to  diflemble,  Ma- 
"  dam,"  replied  the  Toledan;  "  you 
"  mult  declare  yourfelf.  Both  theie 
"  cavaliers  are  equally  handfome, 
"  and  I  am  certain  you  have  more 
c<  inclination  for  one  than  the  other: 
*'  I  refer  myfelf  to  the  mortal  agony 
"  in  which  I  fnw  you." 

"  You     miiinterpret    that    fright," 

*  replied  Donna  Theodora;   "  the  lofs 
"  of  either  of  thefe  gentlemen  would 
"  very  fenfibly  touch  me,  and  I  fliould 
"  never  give  over  blaming  myfelf  on 
"  that  account,   though  I  am  only  the 
"  innocent  caufe ;    but  if  you  law  me 
"  alarmed,    it  was  for  my  own  repu-t 
"  tation,   which  I  knew  would  una- 
"  voidablv  fufter  in  the  difpute." 

'  Don  Alvaro  Ponce,  who  was  na- 
'  turaliy  veiy  fieice,  at  thefe  words 
'  loft  all  patience  ;  "  It  is  enough," 

*  laid   he,  very  warmly;   "  lince  the 
"  lady  refufes  to  end  this  difpute  ami- 
"  cably,  the  fword  fliall   immediately 
"  decide  it."     Upon  which  he  aimed  a 
'  pafs  at  Don  Fadrique,  who  was  pre- 
'  pared  to  receive  it. 

*  The  lady,  rather  affrighted  by  this 

*  aclion,  than  determined  by  her  in- 

*  clination,  amazed,  cried  out,  "Hold, 
«'  gentlemen,   I   will   fatisfy   you!    if 
"  there  be  no  other  way  to  end  an  en- 
"  gagement  in  which   my  honour  is 
tc  concerned,  I  declare  that  I  give  the 
*'  preference     to     Don    Fadfique    de 
«'  Mendc^a." 

'  She  had  no  fooner  ended  thefe 
'  words,  than  the  difcarded  Ponce, 

*  without  uttering    one  fyllable,    im- 
'  mediately  loofened  his    horfe  which 
'  was  faftened  to  a  tree,  and  retired, 
'  carting  very  angry  looks  at  his  rival 
«  and  miltrefs.     The  happy  Mendoc.a, 

*  on  the  contrary,    was   overwhelmed 
«  with  joy  ;    fometimes  he  fell  on  his 
'  knees    before  Donna  Theodora,    at 
'  others    he   embraced    the   Toledan, 
'  and  was  utterly  at  a  lofs  for  expref- 
'  fions  (Irong  enough  to  reprefent  the 
'  fentiments  of  gratitude  with  which 
'  he  was  thoroughly  touched. 

'  In  the  mean  time  the  lady  return- 
«  ing  to  her  natural  temper,  after  the 
«  departure  of  Alvaro,  began  to  reflect 

'  how 
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-xions  it  would  PIOYC   to  her 
ills   of   a  lover, 
illy  valued, 

;   f,  i    whom  her  he  art  had 
•ii   jtiepoireiTcd  with  any  the 

"  Don  Fadiuiue,"  faiil  me,  "  I 
"  hope  you  will  not  ahuff  t!)e  pre; 
"  kiencc  which  I  have  given  you; 
"  )ou  owe  it  to  the  iKcvffity  to  which 
I  u  <,  to  dcclaie  bctwjxt 

y.-u  and   Don    Alviro  ;     not,   but 
that   I   value   you   much  moie  than 
him,    and  1  know  very  well  he  has 
not  all  the  good  qualities  which  you 
and   I  fnall  but  do  you   juf- 
licx-   by    faying,    that    you  are   the 
molt  comple.it  gentleman  in  Valen- 
v.  ;li  futliiT  own  to  you,  that 
the  addicfies  of  fuc'i  a  man  as  you 
:!  liter  a  woman's 
,    hut  how  honourable  foever 
it  may  be   to  me,  I  mult  tell   you, 
I  look  upon   them  with  fo  little  re- 
!ito,  that  you  are  really  to  be  pitied 
tor   loving    me   fo   tenderly   as  you 
•  .o  i!o.    I  will  not  yet  deprive 
you  or  all  the  hopes  of  touching  my 
heart.      My   indifference,   perhaps, 
may  be  only  the  effect  of  the  yet  re- 
maining   grief   which   fei.'ed  me   a 
ce,  for  the  lofs  of  Don  An- 
drea  do    Cifuentes,     my   hu(band. 
Though  we  did  not  live  long  toge- 
ther,   and  he  was  of  an   ad 
age,  when  my  parents,  dazzled  with 
his  riches  obliged  me  to  many  him, 
yet  was    I  very    much  affliv 
his  death  ;  I  mail  bemoan  it  all  my 
life. 

"  And,  Indeed,  did  he  not  deferve  my 
furrow  ?  He  was  not  like  thofe  four 
jealous  old  men,  who,  never  being 
able  to  pcrfuade  themfelvts  that  a 
woman  may  be  difcreet  enough  to 
excufe  their  weakneis,  continually 
watch  all  her  motions,  or  imruft 
that  charge  to  a  duenna  devoted  to 
their  tyranny.  Alas  !  he  had  fuch 
an  entire  confidence  in  my  virtue, 
as  even  a  young  hufband,  though 
adored,  is  fcarce  capable  of.  Be- 
fides,  his  compliance  was  endld's  5 
I  dare  venture  to  fay,  that  his  Ib'e 
care  was  to  prevent  me  in  all  things 
which  I  feemed  to  dclire.  Such 
was  Don  Andrea  de  Cifuenres;  you 
may  then,  Mendofa,  eafily  judge, 
that  it  is  not  eafy  to  forget  a  man 
«i  luch  an  agreeable  character.  -»: 


«'  is  always  prefent  in  my  thought!, 
•t!  Dot  a  little  contribute, 
"  doubt  Ids,  to  tuin  them  from  fixing 
«'  on  whatever  is  done  to  pleafe  me." 

'  Don  Failiiuue  couhl  not  help  in- 
'  terrupting  Donna  Theodora  here. 
"  Ah,  M.ulam  !"  cried  he,  "  how 
;>y  am  I  to  learn  from  your  own 
"  mouth,  that  your  former  riefpifing 
11  my  addrefles  did  not  relulr  from  any 
"  avtrlion  to  mv  perfon  !  I  hope  you 
"  will  one  day  yield  tomy  conftancy. 

"  It  will  not  be  rny  fault,  it  your 
"  paffion  does  not  fucceed,"  replied 
'  the  lady,  "  fince  I  allow  you  to  viiic 
"  me,  and  fometimes  to  mention  your 
"  Jove.  Endeavour  to  make  me  relifli 
"  your  endearments  ;  ul'e  all  your  arts 
"  to  make  me  iove  you.  I  will  never 
"  conceal  from  you  any  favourable 
"  IcntimentJ  \vl'.;.!i  1  may  have  for 
"  you  5  but  if,  after  all  your  elTons, 
"  you  cannot  ccmpafs  your  end,  re- 
*'  member,  M.-ndo^a,  that  you  will 
"  ha\e  no  reafon  to  blame  me." 

1  Don  Fadiique  would  have  repli'.J, 
'  but  had  not  t\n\e,  by  reafon  the  bJy 
'  took  the  ToL-tiau  by  the  hand,  T.I 

*  nimbly  turned  towards  her  equipage. 
'  He   looltntd    his    hoife,    which   wa« 
'  tied  to  a  tree,  and  icariing   him  by 
'  the  bridle,  followed  Donna  Th. 

'  r.i,  who  mounted  her  chariot  with  as 
'  much  precipitation  HS  (he  had  before 

*  delcended  from  it;  though  the  reafon 
<  was  utterly  different.     The  Toledan 
'  and  he  accompanied  her  on   horle- 
'  back  to  thi  gates  of  Valencia,  where 
'  th'jy  parteti.     She  went  to  lier  own 
'   hoiile,  and  Don  Fadiique  carried  the 
'  Toledan  to  his. 

'  He  made  him  (It  (.'own,  and  .free 
'  having  well  entertained  him,  he  afk* 

*  ed    rum   what    particularly  brought 
'  him   to    Valencia,    and    whether    h« 
'   thought  of  making  a  long  liav  in:  re. 
"   I  fliiil  continue   lieie  a*   little  v^hile 
"  as  poflibl?,"  a-.fwered  the  Toledan  j 
"  I  came  this  way  only  to  go  towards 
"  the  lea  (ulc,  to  embark  in   the  very 
"  r:nt  v^fTcI  wliich  fails  f.-om  th<- 

"   of  Sp.'in  ;    for  I  care   not    mi 

<c  what  part  of  the  world  1  firiiih  t!ic 

"  courfe  of  an  uiitortunate  lite,    y.*>- 

"  vided   it   be   Li    uiitant  froni 

"  fatal  ciiu 

"  What  is  it  can  fet  vo'i  ag;ain(t 
"  your  country,"  replied  Don  Fadri- 
'  quc,  furpvizvd  at  tl>.  0.1"- 

*  tuuiie,  '•   a.iJ  n-.ikc  you   ua:j  v/nat 

N  '•  ail 
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«'  all  men  naturally  love  ?"•—-"  After 

««  what  has   happened,"  returned  the 

"  Toledan,   "  my  country  is  odious 

«*  to  me,  and  I  aim  at  nothing  in  the 

'  world   but   to  quit  it  for  ever."— 

!  Ah,  Sir'."   faid  Mendo^a,  touched 

with  a  compaflionate  concern,  "  how 

'  impatient  I  am  to  know  your  mif- 

1  fortunes  !     If  I  cannot  relieve  your 

c  pains,  I  will  (hare  them  with  yon. 

1  The  air  of  yonr  face  has  prepoffefTed 

'  tnc  in   your  favour  ;   your  deport  - 

c  ment  charms   me,  and  I  find  my- 

'  lelf  ftrenuoufly   intereiled  in  your 

"  fortune." 

"  It  is  the  greateft  confolation  which 
«'  I  am  capable  of  receiving,  Don  Fa- 
"  drique  ;"  anfwered  the  Toledan  : 
•l  and  in  fome  meafure  to  acknowledge 
«'  the  afFeftion  which  you  have  dif- 
"  covered  for  me.  I  muft  alfo  tell 
"  you,  that  when  I  faw  you  with 
"  Don  Alvaro  Ponce,  my  inclinations 
"  declared  on  your  fide.  An  internal 
"  motion,  which  I  was  never  before 
"  fenfible  of  at  the  firft  fight  of  any 
<*  peiTon,  made  me  fear  left  Donna 
"  Theodora  fhouid  prefer  your  rival  ; 
«'  and  I  was  touched  with  joy  when 
"  (he  determined  in  your  favour.  You 
"  have  fmce  fo  much  ftrengthened 
"  that  firft  impreflion,  that  in  dead  of 
"  hiding  my  uneafinefTes,  I  earneftly 
"  defire  to  lay  them  before  you,  and 
*'  find  a  fecret  pleafure  in  the  unbo- 
"  foming  myfelf  to  you.  Attend  then 
**  to  the  relation  of  my  misfortunes. 

«'  Toledo  is  my  native  place,  anJ 
«  Don  Juan  de  Zarnte  my  name.  Al- 
"  molt  from  my  infancy  I  lolt  thofe 
«'  who  gave  me  life,  fo  that  I  began 
•c  betimes  to  enjoy  an  annual  ertate  of 
"  four  thouftnd  ducats,  which  they 
*'  left  me.  My  heart  being  at  my 
"  own  difpofal,  and  believing  myfelf 
"  rich  enough  not  to  confult  any  thing 
"  but  my  own  inclination  in  the  choice 
*'  of  a  wife,  I  married  a  virgin  per- 
"  ftcViy  beautiful,  without  reflecting 
•'  on  the  meannefs  of  her  fortune,  or 
*<  the  inequality  of  our  conditions. 
«*  I  was  charmed  with  my  felicity  5  and 
"  to  give  the  greater  relim  to  the  plea- 
"  fure  of  poueflfittg  the  perfon  loved, 
"  a  few  days  after  my  marriage  I  car- 
•'  ried  her  to  an  ettate  which  I  have 
"  fome  leagues' from  Toledo. 

"  We  lived  there  in  a  moft  agreeable 
<«  union,  when  the  Duke  of  Naxera, 
•  .**  whofe  feat  is  near  my  eftate,  came 


'  one  day,  when  he  was  hunting,  to 
refrefh  himfelf  at  my  houfe.  He 
'  faw  my  wife,  and  fell  in  love  with 
'  her.  I  fufpefled  it  at  leaft ;  but 
'  what  fully  convinced  me  of  it  was, 
'  that  he  immediately  made  the  moft 
'  prefling  inftances  in  the  world  to  ob- 
'  tain  my  friendfhip,  which  he  never 
'  before  let  any  valus  on.  He  intro- 
'  duced  me  to  his  hunting  acquain- 
'  tance,  forced  me  to  accept  of  feveral 
'  prefents,  and  made  me  many  offers 
'  of  his  fervice. 

'•  Being  immediately  alarmed  by 
{  his  pafTion,  I  intended  to  return  to 
'  Toledo  with  my  wife  ;  and,  doubt- 
«  lefs,  that  thought  was  infpired  by 
'  Heaven  -.  for  had  I  wholly  deprived 
'  the  duke  of  all  opportunities  of  fee- 
'  ing  her,  I  mould  have  avoided  thofe 
'  misfortunes  which  have  fallen  on 
'  me  ;  but  my  confident  reliance  on 
'  her  virtue  fecured  me.  I  thought  it 
"  impofiible  for  a  woman  I  had  mar- 
*'  ried  without  a  fortune,  and  rsifed 
"  from  a  low  condition,  to  be  fo  un- 
"  grateful  as  to  forget  my  favours. 
*'  Alas  I  what  a  wrong  judgment  did 
."  I  make!  Ambition  and  vanity, 
"  thofe  two  vices  natural  to  ihe  lex, 
"  were  her  greattlt  faults. 

"  As  foon  as  the  duke  had  got  an 

f<  opportunity  to   difcover  his   fenti- 

"  mcnts,    (lie  was  fecret ly  pleafed   at 

11  fttch  an   important  conquelt.     The 

"  paflion  of  a  man,  adorned  with  the 

*'  title  of  His  Excellence,   tickled  her 

"  pride,  and  filled  her  mind  with  ex- 

"  travagant    chimeras  ;    whence    flie 

"  began   to  value  him  more,  and  me 

"  lei's  ;    and  all   that  I    had  done  for 

"  her,   inftead  of  exciting  her  grati- 

*'  tude,  ferved  only  to  render  me  con- 

*'  temptible  in  her  eyes.     She  looked 

"  on  me  as  a   hufband  unworthy  of 

'  her  beauty,  and  fancied  that  if  this 

'  grandee,   who  was   now  conquered 

'  by  her  charms,  had  feen  her  before 

'  her  being  a  wife,  he  had   certainly 

'  married  her.     Intoxicated  by  theia 

'  foolifti    imaginations,    and  [educed 

'  by   feveral    engaging   prefents,     (he 

"  yielded    to  the  duke's   private  and 

"  prcfiing  importunities. 

"  They  frequently  wrote  to  each 
"  other,  without  my  ever  fufpecling 
*'  their  correfpondence  ;  but  at  laft,  I 
"  was  unhappy  enough  to  be  cured  of 
"  that  blindnefs.  One  day  returning 
*f  from  hunting  fooacr  than  ufual,  I 
««  -went 
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"  went  into  my  wife's  apartment,  who 
1  not  expei\  me  (o  loon.  She  h.ij 
"  jult  received  a  billet  from  the  duke, 
••  which  ihe  was  preparing  to  anfwcr. 
«'  She  could  not  hide  her  uneaiinrfs 
"  horn  me.  1  trembled,  and  finding 
«'  pen,  ink.  and  paper,  ready  on  a  ta- 
44  Me,  I  concluded  flic  had  betrayed 
44  me.  I  pi  died  her  to  (hew  me  what  flic 
««  was  writing,  which  flic  fo  abfolute- 
"  ly  denied,  that  I  was  obliged  to  ufc 
44  fome  violence  to  fatisfy  my  jealous 
44  curioaty ;  and,  notwithftanding  all 
'«  her  refiitance,  I  tore  from  her 
44  bofcm  a  letter  containing  thcfe 
"  word*. 


H  ALL  I  for  ever  languilh  in 
"  expectation  of  a  fecond  inter- 
*'  view  ?  How  cruel  are  you  to  give 
'  me  the  moft  charming  hopes,  and 
4  thus  long  delay  the  fulfilling  them! 
'  Don  Juan  goes  every  day  a  hunt- 
4  ing,  or  to  Tsledo  ;  fhould  we  not 
'  make  ufe  of  thefe  ojiport unities  ? 
4  Have  more  regard  to  the  violent 
4  fiiines  which  confume  me.  Pity 
'  me,  Madam  ;  confider,  that  if  it  be 
'  .1  jilca/jre  to  obtain  our  defires,  it 
'  u  u  torment  to  wait  long  for  the  cn- 
4  joyruent  of  the:n." 

"  I  could  not  read  out  this  letter 
"  without  the  utmoit  tranfports  of 
"  rage.  J  clapped  my  hand  on  my 
"  daggcr»  an<l  al  fiprt  was  tempted  to 
'•  take  the  life  of  that  faithlefs  wife 
"  who  had  deprived  me  of  my  ho- 
"  nour  5  but  confidering  that  would 
44  be  only  to  revenge  myfelf  by 
11  halves,  and  that  my  refentment  re- 
"  quired  yet  another  viSim,  I  con- 
44  quered  my  rage,  diflcmbled,  and  faid 
"  to  my  wife,  with  the  Jeaft  dilturb- 
44  ance  poffible :  "Madam,  you  were 
44  to  blame  to  hearktn  to  the  duke; 
*'  the  luftre  of  his  high  quality  ought 
44  not  to  have  dazzled  your  eyes  ;  but 
44  young  women  are  fond  of  pompous 
*4  titles  j  I  am  willing  to  believe  that 
"  this  is  all  you  have  yet  proceeded 
44  to,  and  that  you  have  not  yet  done 
4<  me  the  laft  injury;  wherefore  I  ex- 
*'  cufe  your  indilcretion,  provided 
•'  you  will  return  to  your  duty,  and 
*  becoming  truly  fenfible  of  my  tcn- 
44  dernefs,  you  will  think  of  nothing 
44  more  than  to  deiervc  it. 

*'  After  tlicl'c  words,  I  retired,  to  my 


1  apartment,  as  well  to  leave  her  to 
;  iccovcr  heifelf,  as  bccaule  I  wanted 
fome  ictiitmrnt  to  cool  my  i 
which  had  fuificiently  inflamed  me. 
If  I  could  not  recover  my  temper, 
I  at  leall  put  on  a  very  ealy  air  for 
two  days;  and,  on  the  third,  pre- 
tending bufmefs  of  the  laft  conic- 
quence  to  Toledo,  I  told  my  wife 
that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  her  for 
fome  time,  and  intreated  her  to  take 
care  of  her  honour  during  my  ab- 
fence. 

41  I  left  her  j  but,  inlie.id  of  going 
to  Toledo,  I  privately  returned 
home  at  the  beginning  of  the  night, 
and  concealed  myfelf  iu  the  chamber 
of  a  faithful  domeltick,  where  I 
could  fee  whoever  entered  my  houfe. 
I  did  not  doubt  of  the  duke's  being 
informed  of  my  departure,  and  con- 
cluded he  would  not  mils  the  op- 
portunity. I  hoped  to  furpiize  them 
together,  and  promised  myfelf  an 
entire  vengeance. 

44  But  I  was  deceived  in  my  expec- 
tation. For,  inlfead  of  finding 
my  houfe  preparing  for  the  recep- 
tion of  a  lover,  I  law,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  doors  very  clofe  (hut  at 
their  time;  and  three  days  puffing 
without  the  appearance  of  the  duke, 
or  even  any  of  his  fervants,  I  per- 
fuaded  mylelf  that  my  fpoufe  re- 
pented her  fault,  and  had  broke  off 
all  manner  of  communication  with 
the  duke. 

14  PrepoflcfTcd  with  this  opinion,  I 
loft  all  defire  of  revenge,  and  yield- 
ing to  the  motion  of  a  love  whicli 
angry  lefeiitment  had  fufpended,  I 
flew  to  my  wife's  apartment,  em- 
braced her  with  tranfporting  rap- 
tures, and  faid,  44  Madam,  1  reftore 
you  all  my  elteem  and  tendernefs. 
I  have  not  been  at  Toledo  :  I  pre- 
tended that  journey  only  to  try  you. 
You  ought  to  pardon  a  lhare  laid 
by  a  hufbind,  whofe  jealoufy  was 
not  groundlcfs.  I  feared  that  your 
mind,  fcduced  by  fpletidid  il Unions, 
was  not  capable  of  undeceiving  it- 
fclf:  but,  thanks  to  Heaven,  you 
are  fenlible  of  your  error  j  and,  I 
hope,  nothing  tor  the  future  will 
ever  dilturb  our  good  agreement." 
44  My  wife  lecmed  touched  at  thcfc 
words;  and  letting  fall  fome  tears* 
How  unhippy  am  I,"  faid  Ihe.  «4  to 
have  given  you  realbn  to  fufpeft  my 
N*  ««  virtue  I 
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«c  rirtuc!  Though  I  have  to  the  laft 
«l  degree  abhorred  that  fault  which  fo 
«*  juftly  irritated  you  againft  me,  my 
"  eyes  have  in  vain  kept  from  clofing 
"  thefe  two  days  to  make  way  for  my 
«l  tears;  yet  for  all  my  grief,  and  all 
"  my  remorfe,  I  (hall  never  regain 
"  your  entire  confidence  in  me." — "  I 
<«  reftore  it  to  you,  Madam,"  faid  I, 
<c  perfectly  foftened  by  the  forrow 
<{  which  flie  exprefled'j  "  I  will  no 
*'  more  remember  what  is  palt,  fiace 
*'  you  fo  fincere-ly  repent.1' 

"  Accordingly,  from  that  very  mo- 
fl  ment  I  had  the  fame  regard  for  her 
ft  as  before,  and  began" again  to  tafte 
"  thofe  pleafures  which  had  been  fq 
«*  cruelly  interrupted.'  The  relifli  of 
"  them  was  heightened ;  for  my  wife, 
•'  as  though  (he  refolved  to  efface  out 
«'  of  my  mind  all  the  marks  of  the 
"injury  (lie  had  done  me,  was  much 
«'  more  felicitous  to  pleafe  me  than 
*{  ever.  I  found  her  carefles  more  ten- 
"  der,  and  aUnolt  jejoiced  at  the  dif- 
««  content  which  had  occafioned  this 
"  happy  change. 

«  1  then  fell  ill  ;  and  though  my 
"  difeafe  was  not  dangerous,  it  is  not 
*'  to  be  imagined  what  fears  my  wife 
•'  difcovered.  She  (hid  all  day  with 
"  me;  and  in  the  n'ght,  I  being  in  a, 
"  fepaiate  apartment,  (he  coniianlly 
'<  came  two  or  three  times  to  fatisfy 
"  "herfelf  how  I  was.  She  fetmed  ex- 
"  tremely  felicitous  to  prevent  all  the 
<'  afliifance  I  wanted,  and  her  life 
feemed  to  be  infeparable  from  mine. 
Or.  my  fide,  I  was  fo  fenfible  of  all 
the  marks  of  tendernefs  which  flie 
gave  me,  th?.t  I  could  never  fuffici- 
ently  teftify  my  acknowledgment  of 
them  to  her  :  and  yet,  Mendc^a, 
«  thty  were  not  ib  iincere  as  I  ima- 


" 


One  Right,  when  I  began  to  reco- 
fi  ver,    my  valet  de  chambre  waked 
*'  me  s     "   My   lord,'"1  'faid  he,   very 
"  much  confuted,    "  I 'am  obliged  to 
.:uib  your   rcpcfe ;     but   arn  too 
'•'  fnlti.fi..!  to  concral  what  is  row  acl- 
in  your  houiV.     The  Duke  of 
«'  Naxera  is  with  my  lady," 

"  I  was  fo  ftupified  at  this  news, 
"  thut  for  fome  time  I  looked  on  the 
*•  ivilow,  without  beir.g  able  to  fpeak, 
"  The  snore  I  thought  of  what  he  told 
«'  me,  the  lefs  I  believed  it.  "  No, 
"  Fabio,"  cried  I,  "  it  is  impoflible 
>-  my  wii'c  fiiould  be  guilty  of 


fuoh  a  horrid,  perfidtbus  cnme'F 
Yon  are  not  fure  of  v.-hit  you  f«y." 
"  My  lord,"  criecf  F^bio,  "would 
to  God  it  were  poffible  for  me  to 
doubt  of  it!  but  I  am  not  deceived 
by  falfe  appearances.  Ever  fines 
your  inciifpofitron,  I  have  A>fpe<Sted 
the  duke's  being  ever}  night  ir.trc- 
duced  into  my  lady's  apartmtnt.  I 
hid  rhyfelf  to  remove  my  fufyicion$, 
and  am  but  too  well  convinced  that 
they  are  juft." 

"At  thefe  words  I  rofe  diftra&ed 
with  rage;  took-  my  night-gown 
and  i'word,  and  made  diieftly  to 
my  wife's  apartment,  accompanied 
by  Fabio,  who  lighted  me.  Af  the 
noife  of  our  entrance,  the  duke,  who 
lat  on  the  bed,  rofe,  and  catching  A 
pi^ol  from  his  girdle,  fiied  at  me  j 
but  with  fuch  great  confulion  and 
prCCfpitation.  i hat  he  miffed  me.  I 
then  violently  ruihed  upon  him,  and 
ran  him  into  the  heart;  after  which; 
I  sddrtfled  myfelf  to  my  wife,  who 
was  rather  dead  than  alive:  "  And 
tholi,"  faid  I,  "  infamous  wretch, 
receive  the  itwarcl  of  all  thy  falfe- 
hoi.ds."  At  thefe  words  I  plunged 
my  fwcrd,  yet  recking  n  her  lover's 
blood,  into  her  bre.tll. 
"  I  condemn  my  pafTion,  Don  Fadri- 
que,  and  own  I  might  liavr  iulfici- 
entJy  punifhtd  :i  perndious  wife  with- 
out  taking  sway  her  life;  but  what 
man  could  krt-p  h>s  rt-afon  entire  ia 
fuch  a  co^juniture?  Paint  to  your- 
felfall  the  liemonftvations  of  concern 
this  f.illc  woman  (hewed  at  my  ill- 
ncfs;  rej:re;er,t  all  the  circumltarces, 
the  enormity  of  the  treafon,  and  judge 
whether  a  hufband,  fired  with  a  j^ft 
rage,  ought  not  10  be  pardoned  Uev 
death. 

"  To  conclude  fo  tragical  a  ftory  in 
two  words;  after  h  ving  fully  fati- 
ated  my  vengeance,  I  drefled  myfetf 
with  the  utmoft  hafte,  concluding  I 
had  no  time  to  lofe,  that  the  duke's 
relations  would  hunt  for  me  all  over 
Spain,  and  that  the  intereit  of  my 
family  not  being  fufficient  to  balance 
that  of  theirs,  I  mould  never  be  fafe 
till  gotten  into  a  foreign  country. 
Wherefore  I  felecled  two  of  my  beft 
horfes,  and  with  all  the  money  and 
jewels  1  had,  left  my  tioufe  before  day, 
followed  by  the  fervant  who  had  fa 
well  approved  his  fidelity.  I  chofe 
th'e  ros^  W  Yitlencia,  dciigning  to 
««  put 
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*'  put  myftlf  on  board  the  firrt  veflel 

pals- 
.viine  you  wcie, 
i,    who   in- 
«  tre.i  '   11  iw  her,  and  u. 

>u." 

'  AUer  tl.     '  had  done,  Don 

"  Don    Juan,   your 
;i  the  Duke  of  Naxera  was 
jult,  do  not  therefore  dilturb  your- 
lelf  at  tl.f  purltiit   h;s  relations  may 
You  (hall,  if  you  pleale,  Hay 
with  me,  until  an  occafion  ctfjis  to 
.  tor  Italy.     My  uncle  is  go- 
vernor of  Valencia,  and  you  will  be 
where  elfe,  and 

will  hci!(irs  br-  with  a  man  who  de- 
fer  tlu-  future  to   be  engaged 
to  you  by  the  ilriclelt  ties  of  friend- 

«  Zarate  anfwered  Mendcc.a  in  terms 
full  of  acknowledgment,  and  ac- 
cepted the  offered  refuge.  The  power 
of  lympathy  is  very  furprizing,  Don 
Cleoiar.,'  puiTued  Afmodeus;  '  thefe 
two  \ming  cavaliers  were  touched 
with  fucli  a  mutual  :iff<.6lion  for  one 
another,  that  in  a  few  days  it  cre- 
ated a  friendlhip  betwixt  them,  as 
entire  as  that  of  Oreltes  and  Pylades. 
Befides  the  equality  of  their  merit, 
theie  was  inch  a  harmony  in  their 
humours,  that  whatever  pleafed  Don 
Fadrique,  the  other  could  not  diflike. 
They  both  made  up  but  one  charac- 
ter, and  they  were  made  to  love  one 
another.  Don  F:ul:iqu?,  who  above 
all  was  enchanted  with  the  deport- 
ment of  his  friend,  could  not  forbear 
boutting  of  it  every  moment  to  The- 
odora. They  both  frequently  viiit- 
ed  that  lady,  who  continually  looked 
on  Mendo^a's  ad'IrclTes  wiih  indif- 
ference; at  which  he  was  extremely 
mortified,  and  complained  of  it  to 
Ins  fiitnd;  who  tolJ  him,  to  com- 
fort him,  that  the  mod  infenfible  wo- 
men AifTer  themfelves  to  be  touched 
at  hit;  that  nothing  was  wanting 
to  lovers,  but  patience  enough  to 
wait  the  favourable  time;  that  he 
fllould  not  be  difcouraged;  that  his 
lady,  foon  or  late,  would  regard  hisfer- 
vices.  This  advice,  though  founded 
on  experience,  did  not  encourage  the 
faint-hearted  Mendotja,  who  very 
much  feared  he  mould  never  be  able 
«  to  pleafe  the  widow  Cifuentesj  and 
*  this  fear  threw  him  into  fuch  a  lan- 
«  guilhir.g  condition  AS  excited  pity  in 
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Don  Juan,  who  was  f  >on  nfter  in  a 

•  U-jilotablr  li  ite  IIIDII 
«    \\  h  it  u-albn    foevcr  the  Tuledan 
li  ul   :  .igainlt   the  lex, 

after  th?  horrible  faifity  of  his  wife, 
yrt  lie  could  nut  help  loving  Donna 
•  lora;    though    lie   wa»    I'o    far 
from  abandoning  himlelf  to  a  pa  Hi  on 
which   injnreil    his    friend,    that    he 
thought   of'   nothing   but    Itruggling 
againft  it;  and,  fully  perfuaded  that 
he  could  not  better  conquer  it,  than 
by  keeping  at  a  diltance  from  thole 
eyes  which  occafioned  it,  he  refolved 
never  to  fee   the    widow    Cifnentet 
again.       Accordingly,     whenfoever 
Mendoja   would    have   carried    him 
with    him,    he   always   found   foius 
pretext  to  excufe  it. 
'  But  Don  Fadrique  never  made  one 
vilit  to  the  lady,  tiiat  (he  did  not  afk 
why  Don  Juan  had  left  off  coming 
thither.     One  day,  when  (lie  put  that 
queftion,  he  anfwered  fmiling,  that 
his  friend  had  his  realbns.     '•  Hah  I 
what  realbns  can  he  have  to  avoid 
me?"  faid  Donna  Theodora.  "Ma- 
dam," returned   Mendo$a,   "  when 
I  defired  him  to  come  along  with 
me   this   day,    and   exprcfled    fome 
furprize  at  his  refufal,   he  told   me 
in   confidence,   what  I   am  obliged 
to  reveal  to  you  to  excuie  him;  it 
was,  that  he  had  eng-iged  a  millrefs, 
and  that  not  having  long  to  flay  in 
this   city,    his   moments   were   pie- 
cious." 

'«  I  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  thit 
'  excufe,"  replied  the  widow  Cifuen- 
tes,  blaming;  "  lovers  are  not  al- 
'  lowed  to  abandon  their  friends." 
Don  Fadrique  obferving  Donna  The- 
odora changing  colour,  thought  it 
only  owing  to  her  vanity;  and  believed 
that  fpite,  to  fee  herielf  neglected, 
was  the  caufe  of  her  blushing.  But 
his  conje&ure  was  wrong :  a  mora 
violent  impulfe  than  that  of  vanity 
occafioned  the  motions  which  me  be- 
trayed j  but  for  fear  of  his  difcover- 
ing  her  ientiments,  fhs  turned  the 
diicourfe,  and  affected  a  gaiety  dur- 
ing the  relt  of  their  convtrfation, 
which  would  have  throvn  the  blame 
on  his  difcernment,  if  he  had  not 
foon  perceived  the  alteration. 
*  As  foon  as  the  widow  Cifuenret 
was  alone,  (lie  turned  extremely 
thoughtful.  She  then  felt  the  utmoit 
force  of  her  paflicui  for  Don  Juan, 
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'  and  imagining  herfelf  worfe  recom- 

*  pen  fed  than  (he  really  was,  "  How 
w  cruel  and  unjutt,"  (aid  (he  fighing, 
"  is  that  power  which  delights  to  in- 
"  flame  difagreeing  hearts  *     I  do  not 
"  love  Don  Fadrique,  and  he  adores 
«*  me;    and   I   burn    for   Don    Juan, 
«'  whofe  thoughts  are  taken  up  by  an- 
*'  other!     Ah,  Mendc^a!  no  more  re- 
»'  proach  my  indifference;   thy  friend 
**  has  fufficiently  revenged  it." 

'  At  thefe  words,  ftruck  with  a  quick 
'  fenfe  of  grief  and  jealoufy,  (he  drop- 

*  peel  feveral   tears;   but   hope,   which 
'  afluages    lovers    pains,    foon    repre- 

*  fented   various   flattering  images    to 
'  her  mind.     It  fuggefted  to  her,  that 

*  perhaps  her  rival  might  not  be  dan- 
«  gcrous :   that  Don   Juan   might  not 
«  be  lefs  feized   by  her  charms,   than 

*  amufed  by  her  favours;  and  that  it 
«  was  no  hard  matter  to  get  rid  of  fuch 
'  feeble    ties.     But   to  enable   her    to 
«  judge  herfelf  what  (he  ought  to  be- 
'  lieve  of  the  Toledan,   (he   was  re- 

*  folved  to  (peak  with  him  in  private. 

*  She  fent  for  him;  he  came;  and  when 

*  they  were  alone,  Donna   Theodora 
«  thus  began  : 

*'  I  never  thought  that  love  could 
«*  make  a  weii-brtd  man  forget  the 
«  cuiriplaifance  due  to  the  Indies;  and 
"  yet,  Don  Juan,  fmce  you  have  bteri 
.*'  in  love,  you  avoid  my  houfe,  for 
•<  which  I  think  I  have  reafon  tocom- 
"  plain:  but  I  am  yet  willing  to  be- 
"  iieve  that  it  is  net  cf  your  own  ac- 
"  cord  that  you  fly  me;  perhaps  your 
"  lady  may  have  forbid  you  facing 
«'  me.  Confels  it  to  me,  Don  Juan, 
'•'  and  I  will  excufe  it.  I  kno%v  lov- 
"  ers  aftions  are  not  free;  they  dare 
*'  not  diiohey  their  mirtrefies." 

44  Aladum,"  anfweied  the  Teh-dan, 
*4  I  grant  that  rr,y  conduct  ought  to 
*'  fin-prize  you;  but  le?  me  beg  of  you 
44  not  to  put  me  to  juttity  ir.  Satisfy 
*'  yourft'if  with  knowing  that  I  have 
••'  region  to  avoid  you." — "  Whatever 
"  that  reaibn  may  be,"  replied  Donna 

*  Theodora,  with  the  utmoft  emotion, 
•"  I    infift   upon    it    you    tell    me." — 
*'  Wei!,  JVLidam,"  r<piifti  Don  Juan, 
**  you  muft  be  obfVf-i;  but  I  (hall  not 
"  pity  you,  if  you  hear  more  than  you 
••  defire  to  know. 

"  DOH  Fadrique,"  adds  he,  "  has 
«f  related  to  you  the  adventure  which 
"  obliged  me  to  quit  Caitiie.  In  my 
"  travelliEg  to  lokdo,  with  a  heart 


full  of  rdfeotmcnt  again fl  women,  I 
defied  the  whole  fex  ever  to  fur  prize 
me.  With  this  fierce  difpofuion  I 
approached  Valencia;  I  met  you  j 
and,  what  perhaps  no  other  man  has 
been  able  to  do,  I  fuftained  the  fir  It 
fight  of  you  without  being  moved. 
I  even  looked  on  you  again  after- 
wards  with  impunity;  but, alas  !  how 
dear  I  paid  for  a  few  refoiute  days  ! 
You  at  lalt  conquered  my  refiltance; 
your  beauty,  wit,  and  charms,  have 
exercifed  themfelves  on  a  rebel.  In 
a  word,  I  have  all  the  love  for  you 
which  you  are  capable  of  infpiring. 
"  This,  Madam,  is  what  keeps  me 
from  you.  The  lady  who  you 
were  told  engrofled  my  thoughts, 
is  but  an  imaginary  one;  and  1  only 
feigned  the  making  Mendoc,a  my 
confident,  to  prevent  any  fufpicions 
I  might  raife  in  him,  by  my  refufal 
to  vi£t  you  along  with  him." 
'  This  unexpected  difcourfe  filicd 
Donna  Theodora  with  fuch  an  extra* 
ordinary  joy,  that  (he  couhl  not  help 
difcovering  it.  It  is  indeed  true  (be 
did  not  concern  hfrfelf  at  all  to  hide 
it ;  but,  inftead  of  arming  her  eyes 
with  fome  fort  of  feverity,  looking 
on  the  Toledan  with  a  very  tender 
air,  (he  (aid,  "  You  have  told  me 
your  feciet,  Don  Juan,  and  I  will 
alfc  difcover  mine. 
"  Infenfible  of  the  (ighs  of  Don 
Alvaro  Pence,  little  moved  at  Men- 
dona's  flames,  I  led  an  eafy  undif- 
turbed  life,  when  chance  brought 
you  near  the  wood  where  we  met. 
Notwithrtanding  the  confufion  I  was 
in,  I  yet  obierved  you  oftered  me 
your  afliltance  with  a  very  good 
giace;  and  the  way  in  which  you 
parted  the  two  furious  rivals,  raifed 
in  me  an  advantageous  opinion  of 
your  valour  and  addrefs.  But  the 
means  you  propofed  to  reconcile 
them  difpieaied  me.  I  could  not, 
without  difficulty,  refolve  on  the 
choice  of  either.  But,  not  to  con- 
ceal  any  thing  from  you,  I  believe 
you  iiyci  then  a  fmall  fliare  in  my  re- 
pugnance  ;  for  at  the  very  moment 
that  my  mouth,  forced  by  necefljty, 
named  Don  Fadrique,  I  felt  rny 
heart  declare  for  the  unknown  ca- 
valier.  From  that  day,  (which  I 
may  call  happy,  fmce  you  have  own- 
ed  your  paiiion)  your  merit  aug- 
mejned  my  value  for  you. 

"  From 
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«•  Fiom  you,"  continued  flic,    •'  I 

It  of  my  thoughts,  but 
"   imp.ut    them   to   you  with  th- 
•cm-is  lint  I  told  Muuli^i  I  did 
•«  not  love  him.     A  woman  who  has 
•'  the  misfortune  to  conceive  a  paffion 
i  perion  that  can  nt-vei  lo. 
in   the    right  to  rellrain  herfclf, 
"  nnd  at  leaft  revenge  her  weakncls  by 
'•ternal  (ilence  j  but  I  take  it  for 
•nteit,  that  I  may,    without  fi.ru- 
'•  pie,    difcovcr   an    innocent    tendcr- 
44  nels  to  a  nun  \vhofc  intentions  are 
«4  lawful.     Yes,   I  am  in  raptures  to 
41   find  you  love  me,  and  fur  that  blef- 
"   fing  render  thinks  to  Heaven,  which 
41  doubtlefs   defined   us   for  each  o- 
«'  ther." 

4  After  thefe  words  the  lady  re- 
«  mained  filent,  to  give  Don  Juan 

•  leave  to  fpeak,   and  room  to  difcover 

•  thole  fliining   tranfports  cf  joy  and 

•  gratitude  with  which  (he  believed  flie 

•  had  infpired  him  ;  but,  inllrad  of  ap- 
«  pearing  inchanted<with  what  he  had 
'  heard,   tie  was  profoundly  thought- 
'  ful  and  melancholy. 

"  What  do  I  fee,  Don  Juan  ?"  con- 
4  tinned  fhe,  "  When  to  make  you  a 
44  fortune,  which  another  would  think 
4<  worth  envying,  I  forget  the  pride  of 
44  my  fex,  and  (hew  you  a  foul  charm- 
44  ed  with  you,  can  you  refill  the  j->y 
"  fuch  an  engaging  declaration  ought 
44  to  raife  in  you  ?  You  remain  in  a 
44  frozen  filence  5  nay,  I  lee  even  grief 
44  in  your  eyes.  Ah,  Don  Juan,  what 
"  (trange  effecls  have  my  favours  pro- 
44  duced  !" 

41  Alas  !  what  other  effefts,  Ma- 
"  dam,"  interrupting  her  with  a 
4  melancholy  air,  faid  the  Toleclan, 
41  could  they  produce  on  a  heart  like 
44  mine?  The  greater  degrees  of  paf- 
"  fion  you  dilcovtr  for  me,  Jo  much 
44  the  more  miferable  I  am.  You  ar« 
44  not  ignorant  wh.it  Mendi.^a  has  done 
44  for  me,  and  know  the  (acred  fiicnd- 
44  (hip  in  which  we  are  murually  en- 
"  gaged.  Can  I  then  found  my 
41  ruppinefs  on  the  ruins  of  his  moll 
44  charming  hopes?"—"  You  are  too 
"  nice-,"  laid  Donna  Theodora  }  "  I 
44  never  prom  i  fed  Don  Fadrique  any 
41  thing  which  can  obftruft  my  offer* 
*'  ing  you  my  faith,  without  incurring 
41  Ins  cenfure,  and  your  receiving  it 
41  v.'ithotit  injultice.  I  own  that  the 
"  thoughts  of  an  unhappy  friend  ought 
4<  to  give  you  fome  uaeafmefs  j  but, 
^  Don  Jujn,  can  that  countu'bn- 
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"  lance  the  happy  fate  which  attend* 
44  you  .'" 

44  Yts,  Madam,"  replied  he  warmly  } 

4<  fuch  a  friend  as  Mendo^a  has  more 

'  power  over  me  than  you  imagine. 

'  if  you  could  conceive  all  the  tender- 

'  cclj    and  force    of  our   friendship, 

'  what    a    milcrable    objeft    of    pity 

4  would  you  find  me !    bhould  I  thus 

'  treat  Don  Fadrique,  who  has  hid.k-n 

4  nothing  from  me  '     My  interctls  are 

4  become  his,  and  the  lealt  concerns  of 

4  mine  never  efcape  his  vigilant  care  ; 

"  to  fay  all  in  a  word,  1  (lure  his  loui 

44  with  you. 

44  Alas  !  had  I  been  deftined  to  ac- 
"  cept  your  favours,  you  (hould  have 
44  fhtwii  them  before  1  had  entered  in- 
4  to  fuch  ftricl  bonds  of  friendmip. 
4  Then,  charmed  with  the  happinds 
4  of  pleafing  you,  I  fliould  have  look- 
4  eil  on  Mendoga  with  no  other  eyes 
4  than  thole  of  a  rival  j  my  heart, 
4  guarded  againlt  the  afFeclion  he  ex- 
4  preded  for  me,  would  not  have  re- 
4  turned  it,  and  I  ftiould  not  have  had 
44  thole  obligations  I  have  at  prcfent 
"  to  him.  But,  Madam,  it  is  now  too 
4  hte  ;  I  have  received  all  the  fervices 
4  he  could  render  me  j  I  have  follow- 
4  ed  the  inclination  I  had  for  him  ; 
4  gratitude  and  affecYion  have  tied  me 
4  up  Co  dole,  and  at  lalt  reduced  me 
4  to  the  cruel  neceffity  of  renouncing 
1  the  glorious  fortune  which  you  of- 
4  fer  me." 

4  Here  Donna  Theodora,  whofe  eye*; 
were  covered  with  tears,   dried  them 
up  with  her  handker  hief.  This  dif. 
turheti  ihe  Toledan  j   he  found  his 
lelblution  (haken  and  decaying,   and 
could  no  longer  anfwer  for  the  conr 
fequences.      '4    Wherefore,"   con/iT 
nued  he,  with  a  voice  continually  in- 
terrupted with  fighs,  44  aditu,   _M.i- 
4  dam,  adieu  !    I  muli  fly,  to  prelerve 
4  my  virtue  j  I  cannot  bear  your  ter-.rs^ 
'  tlu-y  render  you  too,  formidable  :    J 
4  (epirate  myleif  from  you  for  ever, 
'  aiid  deplore  the   Jofs   of  fo   many 
1  charms,  which  my  inexorable  fritnil7 
4  (hip  forces  me  to  faciifice."     Thef$ 
words  ended,  he  retired  with  the  pwp 
remains   of   conltuicy,    which  were 
not  a  little  difficult  t  j  retain. 
*  After  hss   departure,   the   wido\» 
Cifuentes  was  agitated  by  a  thoufanij. 
confuted  emotions.  She  was  aOiamcd 
of  having  decbred  herlelf  to  a  ma*> 
whom  ihe  could  not  keep.    Yet  find, 
ing  no  room  to  doubt  but  bi«  pal'- 
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•  fion  was  eqtn!  to  her's,  and  that  tlie 

•  intereft  of  his  friend  alone  was  what 

•  made  him  refufe  the  hand  me  offered, 

•  flie  was  fo  juft  as  to  admire  fo  very 

•  rare   an   inttance  of  friendship,   in- 

•  fteac!  of  being  offended  at  it.     Not- 
'  withstanding  which,   as  one  cannot 
«  help  being  afflifted  when  things  do 
'  not  fucceed  as  one  would  have  them, 

•  me  therefore  rtfolved  for  the  coun- 

•  try  on  the  next  day,  to  divert  her  me- 

•  lancholy  t  or  rather  to  augment  it  ; 

•  for  folitude  naturally  tends  rather  to 

•  flrengthen  than  weaken  love. 

'  Don  Juan,   on  the  other  fide,   riot 

•  finding  Mendoga  in  his  apartment, 
«  locked  himfelf  up  in  his  own,  aban- 
4  doning  himfelf  wholly  to  his  grief  ; 

•  for  after  what  he  had  done  for  hit 

•  friend,   he  thought  he  might  be  al- 
'  lowed  at  leaft  to  figh.     But  Don  Fa- 

•  drique    foon  came   to  interrupt  his 

•  thoughtfulnefs  ;  and,  concluding  by 
'  his   face  that  he  was  indifpofed,   he 

•  difcovered  no  fmall  concern  j  fo  that 
'  Don  Juan,  to  remove  it,  was  forced 

•  to  allure  him  he  wanted  nothing  but 

•  reft.     Mcndoga  inftantly  left  him  to 
«  his   repofe,    but  with    fuch   an   af- 
'  flicled  air,  as  more  fenfibly  touched 
«  the   Toledan   with    his   misfortune. 
««  O    Heaven,"    faid    he    to    himfelf, 
**  why  muft  the  tnoft  tender  friendship 
««  in  the  world  occafion  all  the  mifery 
"  of  my  life  !" 

«  The  following  day  Don  Fadrique 

•  was  not  yet  riien,    when  word  was 

•  brought  him,  that  Donna  Theodora, 

•  and  her  whole  family,  were  gone  to 

•  her  feat  of  Villa  Real,  from  whence 

•  it  was  not  probable  they  v/ould  focn 

•  return.      This   news   Ids  diftuVbed 

•  him  on  the  pains  he  knew  he  mould 

•  fuffer  by  the  diltance  of  his  beloved 

•  objecl,  than  that  her  departure  was 
'  made   a   fecret   to   him.      Without 

•  knowing  what  to  think,  he  took  it 

•  for  an  ill  prefage. 

'  He  rofe  to  vifit  his  friend,  as  well 

•  to  talk  with  him  concerning  it,  as  to 

•  enquire  after  his  health.     But  hav- 

•  ing  juft  got  drefled,  Don  Juan  en- 

•  tered  his  chamber,  faying,  "  I  come 
"  myfelf  to  remove  the  uneafmefs  I 
«'  gave  you  ;    I  am  very  well  to-day. A 
•— "  That  good  news,"  anfwered  Men- 

•  doga,  "  a  little  confoles  me,  after  the 
<f  ill  I  have  received."     The  Toledan 

•  aflced,  what  that  was;  and  Don  Fa-     ' 

•  drique,  after  fending  away  his  fer-    ' 


«  vants,  faid,  "  Donna  Theodora  It 
f(  this  morning  gone  into  the  country^ 
"  where  it  is  believed  (he  intends  a 
"  long  (by.  I  am  verv  much  fur- 
"  prized  at  it  ;  why  Should  (he  hide  it 
"  from  me  ?  What  thjnk  you  of  it, 
"  Don  Juan  ?  Have  not  I  reafon  to 
"  be  alarmed  at  it  ?" 

'  Zarate  carefully  avoided  tellir.g 
'  him  his  real  fentiments,  and  endea- 
'  voured  to  perfuade  him  that  Donna 
1  Theodora  might  go  out  of  town, 
1  without  giving  any  reafon  for  his 
'  fears.  But  Mendogi,  very  little- 

*  fatisn'ed  with  the  reafons  which  hit 
'  friend  gave  to    hearten  him,    inter-- 
«  rupted  him  :    "  All  this  difcourfe," 
'  faid  he,  "cannot  remove  the  jealoufy 
"  I  have  conceived.     Perhaps  I  may 
"  imprudently    have   done   fomething 
"  which   may  have  difpleaftd  Donna 
"  Theodora,  and   to   punim   it,    me 
"  leaves  me  without  condescending  ib 
Cf  far  as  to  let  me  know  my  crime. 

"  However  it  is,  I  cannot  live  in 
"  this  uncertain  condition  j  Don  Juan, 
"  let  us  follow  her,  my  horfes  fhall 
;c  be  ready  inftantly."  —  "  J  advife 
;<  you,"  faid  the  Toledan,  "  not  to 
"  take  any  body  with  you.  This  ex- 
;<  planation  of  her  conduit  ought  to 
'•'  be  without  witneflesi"— -"Don  Juan 
"  will  not  be  accounted  more  than 
"  proper,"  replied  Don  Fadrique  j 
"  Donna  Theodora  is  not  ignorant 
"  that  you  know  all  that  paffes  in  my 
:<  heart.  She  values  you  ;  and,  fat1 
'•'  from  being  an  obftacle,  you  will  be 
r<  aflifting  in  the  appeafmg  her  in  my 
{  favour." 

"  No,  Don  Fadrique,"  replied  he, 
'  my  prefence  cannot  be  ferviceable  to 
'  you  j  I  therefore  conjure  you  to  go 
«  alone. "~"  No,  dear  Don  Juan," 
returned  Mendo^a,  "  we  will  go  to* 
'  gether ;  I  expecl  this  comptaifance 
'  from  your  friendfliip."— "  How  ty- 

*  rannical  is  that  I"  cried  the  Toledan 
with  an  air  of  grief  5  "  why  do  you 

'  exaft  from   my  friend fliip  what  it 

'  ought  net  to  grant  you  ?" 

1  Thefe  words,  which  Don  Fadrique 

did  not  comprehend,  and  the  warmtbi 

with  which  they  were  uttered,  ftrange- 

ly  fiirprized   him.     He  looked  verjr 

intently  on    his  friend.     "  Don  Ju» 

1  an,"  faid  he,  "  what  is  the  meaning 

'  of  thofe  words   I  have  juft  heard  t 

'  What  horrid  fufpicion  rifes  in   my 

:  mind  '.  Ah,  you  too  much  afflict  m« 

"by 
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'  by  your  too  great  conftraint  ?  Speak j 
'  what  is  the  caufe  of  the  unwilling- 
. ;  to  go  along  with  me,  which  you 
««  expiefleil  ?" 

"  1  would willingly  hide  itfrom  you," 
4  anfwered  the  Tolcdanj  "  but  fmce 
"  you  yourfelf  force  me  to  difco- 
"  ver  it,  1  muft  no  longer  conceal  it. 
*'  Let  us  never  more,  Don  Fadrique, 
"  applaud  the  fympathy  of  our  aftec- 
"  tions;  it  is  but  too  perfect.  The 
"  beauty  which  has  wounded  you,  has 
**  not  fpared  your  friend.  Donna  The- 
44  odora— "  "  You  will  then  be  my 
««  rival!"  interrupted  Mendo5a,  turn- 

*  ing  pale.     "  Ever  fmce  I  difcerned 
**  my    love,"     returned     Don    Juan, 
44  I  nave  ttruggled  againft  it.     I  have 
"  continually  avoided  the  light  of  the 
•*  widow  Cifuentes;  you  know  it,  and 
'«  yourfelf  1iave  blamed  me  for  it.     I 
"  triumphed  at  leaft  over  my  paffion, 
««  though  I  could  not  deftroy  it. 

44  But  yefterday  that  lady  fent  to 
"  acquaint  me,  that  (he  delired  to  fpeak 
44  with  me  at  her  houfe.  I  went;  me 
"  alked  why  I  feemed  to  avoid  her  ? 
44  At  Lift  I  was  forced  to  difcover 
*'  the  true  caufe;  believing  that  after 
««  thnt  declaration  (he  would  approve 
"  my  intention  of  always  flying  the 
««  fight  of  her;  but  by  a  fantaftical 
41  turn  of  my  ill  (tars — (hall  I  tell  you  ? 
41  Yes,  Mendo^a,  I  muft  tell  you — 
44  I  found  Donna  Theodora  ftrongly 
«'  prepoflTcfled  with  a  paffion  for  me." 

'  Though  Don  Fadriquewas  thebeft 

*  natured  and  moft  realbnable  man  in 
4  the  world,   he  was  feized  with  a  fit 

*  of  rage  at  thefe  words  :  and  here  in- 
4  terrupting  his  friend,   "  Hold,  Don 
"  Juan,"  faid  he,   "  rather  pierce  my 
41  bread  than  purfue  this  fatal  recital. 
44  You  are  not  contented  with  owning 
*'  yourfelf  my  rival,  but  ajfo  inform 
44  me  that  (he  loves  you.    J u ft  Heaven  ! 
«'  what  is  it  that  you  venture  to  im- 
44  part  to  me  ?     You  put  our  friend- 
"  (hip  to  too  feverc  a  trial.     But  why 
41  do  I  fay  our  friend(hip !    you  have 
*'  long  fmce  violated  it  by  encourag- 
44  ing   the  perfidious   fentiments   you 
*'  have  now  declared  to  me. 

««  How  much  was  I  miftaken  !  I 
"  thought  you  mafter  of  a  generous, 
•'  great  foul,  but  find  you  a  faithlefs 
"  friend,  fmce  you  can  entertain  a 
"  paflion  which  wounds  me;  I  am 
41  finking  under  this  unexpected  blow, 
**  which  I  feel  the  heavier  for  being 


"  given  by  a  hand—"  "  In  the  name 
"  of  God,  do  me  more  jurtice,  Men- 
41  doga,"  interrupted  the  Tolcdan  in 
*  his  turn,  "  and  allow  yourfelf  a 
"  moment's  patience;  I  am  not  a  falf» 
"  friend.  Hear  me,  and  you  will 
44  repent  calling  me  by  that  odious 
"  name." 

'  He  then  related  what  had  patted 
between  the   widow  Cifuentes   and 
him;  the  tender  owning  of  her  paf- 
fion, and  the  perfuafions  (he  ufed  to 
engage  him  to  yield  without  fcruple 
to  his  love.     He  repeated  his  anfwer; 
and,  as  he  advanced  in  the  relation 
of  what  a  firm  resolution  he  dilco- 
vered,  by  the  fame  degrees  Don  Fa- 
drique  perceived  his  anger  to  wear 
off.     "  At  laft,"   adds  Don  Juan, 
c  friendship  carried  it  from  love,  and 
'  I  refufed  to  give  my  faith  to  Donna 
*'  Theodora.     She  wept  in  angry  de- 
*'  fpite;  but,  great  God !  what  a  (torm 
*'  did  her  tears  raife  in  my  foul !   I 
"  can  never  remember  them  without 
*'  trembling  afrem  at  the  danger  I  ran. 
"  I  began  to  believe  myfelf  barbarous { 
*'  and  for  fome  moments,   Mendoc,a, 
"  my  heart  became  unfaithful  to  you. 
*'  I  did  not,   however,    yield  to  my 
"  weaknefs,  but  efcaped  thofe  dange- 
"  rous  tears  by  a  hafty  flight.     But  it 
"  is  not  enough  to  have  avoided  this 
"  danger;  it  ought  to  be  feared  for  the 
"  future;  I  mult  haften  my  departure} 
"  I  will  no    more  expofe  myfelf  to 
"  Theodora's  eyes.     After   all  this, 
"  will  Don  Fadrique  any  more  acctife 
"  me  of  ingratitude   and  pcrfidioui- 
"  nefs?" 

"  No,"  replied  Mendo^a,  embrac- 

'  ing  him,  "  I  return  you  all  your  in- 

"  nocence:  my  eyes  are  open ;  pardon 

"  my  unjuft  reproaches,   and  impute 

"  them  to  the  firft  tranfport  of  a  lover, 

"  who  had  loft  all  his  hopes.     Alas  I 

"  ought  I  to  think  that  Donna  The- 

4<  odora  could   fee  you  long  without 

"  loving  you,   and  yielding  to  thofe 

'  charms  whofe  power  I  myfelf  have 

'  tried !     You   are  a  true  friend :    I 

'  will  no  more  charge  my  mifery  on 

'  any  thing  but  fortune;  ant',  far  from 

'  hating  you,    I   feel   my  tenderncfs 

'  for  you  increafe  each  minute.     Can 

'  you  renounce  the  poffeflion  of  Don- 

4  na  Theodora  ?     Can  you  offer  up) 

'  to  friendmip  fuch  a  faciifice;    and 

"  muft  not  I  be  touched  with  it  ?     Can 

41  you  conquer  your  love,  and  (hall  not 

O  "I  make 
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ft  I  make  an  effort  to  reftrain  mine  ? 
"  I  ought  to  equal  you  in  generofity. 
'*'  Don  Juan,  follow  the  inclination 
"  which  draws  you ;  marry  the  wi- 
"  dow  Cifuentes  ;  let  my  heart,  if 
"  it  will,  figh.  Mendo9a  begs  it  of 
**  you." 

*'  You  prefs  me  in  vain,"  replied 

the  Toledanj  "  I  confefs  I  have  a  vio- 

£  lent  paflton  for  her;    but   your  ic- 

'  pofe  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  own 

'  happinefs."— "  Ought   then,"    an- 

fwered     Don     Fadrique,     "  Donna 

'  Theodora's  repofe  to  be  indifferent  ? 

«£  Let  us  not  flatter  ourfelves;  the  in- 

"  clination  (he  has  for  you  decides  my 

*'  fate.     Though   you  (hould  remove 

'    yourfelf,    though,    to    yield   her   to 

«    me,  you  (hould  fpend  a  deplorable 

'    life  in  far  diftant  countries,  1  fhould 

*  never  be  the  better  for  it  5  fince,  as 
«    (he  never  yet  was  pleafed  with  me, 

*  flic  never  will :  Heaven  has  refcrved 

*  her  for  you    alone;    (he    lovtd  you 

*  from  the  firft  moment  (he  faw  you  ; 

*  in  a  word,  (lie  cannot  be  happ  :  \vjrh- 
'    out   you.     Accept,  then,    the  h.md 

*  which  (he  offers,  accompiifli  her  and 
'    your  own  defires,   leave  me  to  my 

*  ill  fortune;    :md  do  not  make    all 
«    three  miferable,  when  one  may  ex- 
'    hauft  all  the  rigour  of  deftiny." 

Afmodeus  was  here  obliged  to  in- 
terrupt his  diicaurfe,  to  hearken  to 
the  ft udent ;  who  (aid,  '  What  you 
tell  me  is  furprizing;  are  there  really 
any  people  in  the  world  of  this  ex- 
traordinary character  ?  I  fee  no 
friends  in  the  woild  who  do  not 
quarrel,  I  do  not  lay  for  fuch  uiif* 
trefies  as  Theodora,  but  even  for  er- 
rant jilts.  Can  a  lover  renounce  the 
object  he  adores,  and  by  whom  he 
is  beloved,  for  the  fake  of  a  friend  ? 
I  nevei  thought  that  podible  but  in. 
a  romance :  the  nature  of  which  is 
to  give  us  men  as  they  ought  to  be, 
not  as  they  are/ — '  I  agree  with  you, 
anfwered  the  devil,  *  it  is  very  un- 
common ;  but  it  is  not  only  to  be 
found  in  romances,  but  in  the  fub- 
lime  nature  of  man,  and  that  fince 
the  dcfluge,  in  which  cornpafs  I  have 
known  two  inftanccs  of  it  befides 
this.  But  to  return  to  our  ftory. 
'  The  two  fiienas  continued  to  fa- 
'  orifice  their  paffiun;  and  the  one  re- 
foiving  not  to  yield  in  point  of  ge- 
<  nerofity  to  the  other,  their  amorous 


fentiraents  remained  fufpended  for 
fome  days.  They  ceafed  to  fpeak  of 
Donna  Theodora;  they  durft  not 
mention  her  name.  But  whiill  friend- 
(Uip  thus  triumphed  over  love  in  the 
city  of  Valencia;  love,  as  though  he 
would  revenge  himfelf,  reigned  at 
another  place  with  a  tyrannick  fway, 
and  forced  an  abfolute  obedience 
without  the  lead  refiftance. 
'  Donna  Theodora  abandoned  her- 
felf  to  that  tender  paffion  at  her  feat  of 
Villa  Real,  fituate  near  the  fea;  (lie 
inceflantly  thought  of  Don  Juan,  and 
could  not  but  hope  (he  (houid  marry 
him,  though  (he  had  no  reafon  to  ex- 
pect it,  after  the  rigid  fentiments  of 
iriemifhip  for  Don  Fadrique  which 
he  difcovered. 

'  One  day,  after  fun-fet,  as  (lie  was 
walking  on  the  fea-fide  with  one  of 
her  worr.en,  (he  perceived  a  fmall 
(liallop  juft  got  en  more.  At  firft 
fight,  there  leemed  to  be  on  board 
feven  or  eight  very  ill-looked  fellows  ; 
but  after  having  looked  on  them 
nearer,  and  obferved  them  with  more 
attention,  (lie  concluded  that  /he  had 
niiltaktn  mafks  for  faces;  according- 
ly they  were  really  ma(ked,  and  arm- 
ed with  fvvords  and  bayonets. 
'  She  trembled  at  their  frightful  af- 
pefts;  and  from  thence  fearing  that 
the  defcent  which  they  were  going 
to  make  boded  no  good,  (lie  return- 
ed hartily  towards  her  houle.  She 
looked  back  from  time  tp  time  to  ob- 
fervetheui,  and  perceiving  that  they 
were  landed,  and  began  to  pmTue 
her,  flie  ran  as  faft  as  (he  could; 
but  not  being  fo  nimble-footed  as 
Atalanta,  and  the  maiked  men  be- 
ing frrong  and  fwift,  they  overtook 
her  at  her  own  door,  and  there  feized 
her. 

'  The  lady  and  her  woman  (hrieked, 
out  fo  loud,  that  they  drew  fome  of  tlic 
domtfticks  thither,  who  alarmed  the 
whole  houie,  and  all  Dor.ca  Theodo- 
ra's footmen  ran  thither,  armed  with 
forks  and  cluba.  Whilft  two  of  the 
lultieit  of  the  maflced  gang,  aftet 
hnvip.g  feized  in  their  arms  the  mif- 
ticl's  and  tlie  maid,  carried  them  to 
the  fiiallop,  mangrc  all  their  refjft- 
ance;  the  remainder  made  head  a- 
gainlt  tjie  family,  who  began  to 
prefs  veay  hard  upon  them.  The 
fight  was  long  j  but  at  kit  the  malk> 


iVi-   . 


DEVIL    ON    TWO    STICKS* 


er»  fuccteded  in  their  enterprise,  and 
.1   their  (h;.Uop,   fighting   a« 

,w    tim 

they  mould  rrtirr;   for  they  wrre  r, 

K  b  I  before  they  law  coining 
from  tha  Valencia  road  four  or  rive 
cavalie.*,  who  rode  hill  tf*d 

and   leemed  10  fly  U>  V'1:   «1*' 
.     Atthisfigh 

they  made  To  much  hafte  to  get  out 
to  lea,  that  all  the  c.va^.s  eudca- 
vours  were  in  vain.  . 

cavalier*  were  Don  *      n- 
i  qx,e   and   Don    Juan.     The  tort :   of 
<  them  had  received  a  letter,  by  which 
.  he  was  advifcd,  that  ii  was  reported 
«  bv   aood    hands    that    Don    Alwro 
the  ifle  of  Majorca; 
«  that  he  had  equipped  a  fort  of  tar- 
«  t:,»  ;  and,  affitted  by  twenty  men  of 
«  delperat.  fortune*,  had  defigiud   to 
.and  carry  off  the  widow  .C  Ju- 
«  MHI-S  the  firft  time  (he  mould  be  at      ( 
«  her  country-fcat.     On  this  news  the     ( 
«  Toledan   and   he,  with  th«r   valets 
«  de  cha.v.hre,  inftantly  fet  out,  to  ac- 

*  quaint  Donna  Theodora   With   this 

•  news.     At  a  good  diftance  they  ob- 
«   fcrv.-d  a  very  gieat  number  ot  peo. 
«  «le  on  the  fea-lhore,  who  feemcd  en- 
«  eazed  acainlt  cne  another -t  and  not 
<  doubting  but  that  it  was  as  they  tear- 
«  cd    they  fpurred  on  their  horlts  full 
«  foeed  to  oppofe  Don  Alvaro's  pro- 
«  iea      But  whatever  haile  they  could 
«  tttAt   th.-y  arrived  only  foon  enough 
«  to  be   witnelfcs  of  the  rape   which 
«  thev  defigncd  to  h?.ve  prevented. 

«  In  the  mean  time  Alvaro  Ponce, 
«  trufting  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  auda 
«  ciou*  attempt,    made  off  from   tip 
«  coaltwith  his  prey;  and  his  (haU«p 
«  reached  a  imall  armed  veflcl,.  which 
«  expe&ed  him  o«t  at  iea.     It  is  not 
«  poffible  to  be   fenfible  of  a  great. 
«  forrow   than   that    which    Mtndo« 

•  and  Don   Juan  felt.     They  poured 
«  out  a  thoutand  impiecations  agair 

•  th«  ravimer,  and  rilled  the  air  with 

•  complaints   as   lamentable   as  vain. 
«  All  the  domefticks  of  Donna  F hto- 
«  dora,    animated    by    fuch    rxcdlent 
«  examples,  did  not  fpare  then 

•  The  fiiore  refounded  with  mournlul 
«   cries:    rage,  defpair,  an 

«  fSntd   SB    the  m.Unchuly   Jlrand  ; 
«  nor  did  the  rape  ot  Helen  eccifion  a 
«  grater  coniteinatLsjn  sn  the  <= 
•  court." 


CHAP.    V. 

OF    THE    BROIt    BETWIXT    A    TRA- 
G1CK  AND  COMICK  AUTHOR. 

HERE    the    ftudcnt    conld     not 
help     interrupting    the     devil: 
Senior  Afmodtus,'  faid  he,  '  though 
the  ttory  you  are  telling  is  extrertKly 
moving,  yet  I  am  not  able  to  refift 
my  earneft  defire  to  know  the  mean- 
ing  of  what  I  there  fee.     I  ddcern 
two  men  in  their  mil  ts  in  a  chamber, 
pullinc-  and  tearing  each  other  by  the 
tlmm'and  hair,  and  ftveral  men  in 
thnr  night-gowns   endeavouring  t. 
part  them.     Pray,   tell   me  what  all 
that  buttle  means  >'     The  devil,  who 
endeavoured   to-  oblige   him   in   every 
thing,  without  delay  f.»tnhsd  his  re- 
quelt  in  the  following  manner. 

1  Thole  perfons  whom  you  fee  frght- 

*  ino-  in  their  Ihirts,  are  two  French 
«  amhors;  and  tltofe  who  are  ^nS 

*  them   are  two   Germans     H   I 

*  man  and  an  Italian,  lodged  all  in  the 
«  fame   inn,   which   is   frequented    by 
«  none  but  foreigners.     One   off 

«  authors  writes    tngedies,    and 
«  other    comedies.      The    in  ft,    vrpou 
«  fomedifgufthe  met  with  in  France, 
«  crotrded  himfclf    into   the   ambf 
«  dor's  rttinue;  ami  the  other,  dticon- 
«  tented  with  his  cJrcumftflnce*  at  Fa- 
«  ns,  came  to  Madrid  in  c;ueft  ot   a 

«  better  fortune. 

«  Thetngi.ckwriterisaTam,inioknt 

c  fellow  5  who,   in   ipite   of   the    mo!t 
«  fenfible  part  of  thepubhck.has  gainel 
'  a  great  name  in   his  own   country. 
'  To  keep  his  muiein  breath,  he  writes 
every  clay.     Not  being  able  to  fltep 
this  night,  he  began  a  pl*y  w»olc 
plot  is   taken   fiom   Homer's  Ilia... 
He  has  finHhed  but  one  fcene;  and 
his  kaft  fault  beh-  that  of  the •  nA 
of  the  poets,  aft  impertinentmchn  i- 
tion  to  peftcr  other  people  with  ih.ir 
:  performances,  he  iii«,  fetches   up 
i  his  candle,  and  in  his  (hut  ki.oc 

•  very  hard  at  the  chamber- door  bf  i 

•  comick  author ;  who,  makmg  a  bett 

«  ufe  of  his  time,  w.^  got  into  a  found 
«  fleep:  but  foon  waking  at  the  noite, 
«  he  opened  the  door  to  the  other,  w 
«  laid,  entering  the  room  like  a  mail 

•  pcffelTed,   "  Fall  down,  my  frrtnd, 
./fall  at  my  fee,,  and  adore  ^  genius 
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"  which  Melpomene  has  honoured.  I 
tl  have  jult  brought  forth  fome  verfes. 
•«  But  why  do  I  fay  I  have  juft  done 
««  it!  it  is  Apollo  himlelf  that  dic- 
'<  tated  them  to  me.  If  I  were  at 
"  Paris,  I  would  this  day  read  them 
**  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  1  wait  only 
*'  for  day-light  to  charm  monfieur  the 
•'  ambaflador,  and  all  the  French  at 
'«  Madrid  with  them.  But  before  I 
"  fliew  them  to  any  body,  I  will  re- 
*'  peat  them  to  you." 

««  I  thank  you  for  the  preference," 
«  ani'wered  the  comick  author,  with  a 
4  powerful  yawn;  "  but  the  worft  of 
"  it  is,  that  you  have  chofen  an  un- 
*'  feafonablc  time,  for  I  went  to  bed  fo 
"  late,  that  I  am  overpowered  by 
"  fleep,  and  fo  cannot  promife  to  hear 
"  all  the  verles  you  have  to  repeat, 
"  without  nodding."—"  Oh,  I  will 
•'  anfwer  for  that,"  replied  the  tra- 
•  gick  author  j  "  though  you  were  dy- 
"  ing,  the  icene  which  I  have  juft  now 
"  written  would  revive  you.  My  ver- 
««  fification  i*  not  a  rhapfody  of  ftale 
*'  common  thoughts  and  trivial  ex- 
"  preflions,  iupported  barely  by  rhimej 
•«  it  is  a  noble  mafculine  poem,  which 
«<  moves  the  heart,  and  ftrikes  the  in- 
«<  tellect.  I  am  none  of  thofe  poet- 
«'  alters  whofe  wretched  modern  com- 
'«  poiitions  pafs  over  the  ftage  like  ib 
*'  many  ghofts,  and  then  go  to  Utica 
««  to  divert  the  Africans.  My  pieces, 
**  worthy  to  be  confecrated  with  my 
««  flatue  in  the  library  of  Apollo  Pa- 
*'  latinus,  are  crouded  the  thirtieth 
•«  night.  But  let  us,"  added  our 
•  modeft  pott,  "  come  to  the  verfes  I 
"  intend  to  give  you  a  fatnple  of. 

«<  This  is  my  tragedy,  The  Death  of 
•'  Patroclus.  Scene  the  mlt.  Brifeis 
««  and  other  of  Achilles's  captives  ap- 
*'  pear  tearing  their  hair,  and  beating 
"  their  breaits,  to  exprefs  their  grief 
«•  for  the  death  of  Patroclus.  Wholly 
«'  'unable  to  fupport  themfelves,  being 
*'  utterly  difpirited  by  defpair,  they 
«'  fall  down  on  the  ftage.  This  you 
44  will  lay  is  ftriking  a  bold  itroke: 
««  but  it  is  what  I  aim  at.  Let  your  lit- 
"  tie  geniufes  keep  within  the  bounds 
«'  of  imitation,  without  daring  to  go 
«  an  inch  out  of  the  common  road. 
«'  With  all  my  heart.  Their  fearful- 
•'  nefs  is  prudence.  As  for  me,  I 
•*  love  novelty;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
J*  in  order  to  move  and  tranlpoi  t  ipec- 


"  tators,  one  muft  prefcnt  them  with' 
'*  new  unexpected  incidents. 

"  Well,  then,  the  captives  are  up 
"  the  ground ;  Phoenix,  Achilles' 
"  governor,  is  with  them  to  help  them 
"  one  after  another  to  rife,  and  then 
"  opens  the  drama  with  thefe  lines. 

Priam  fliall  lofe  his  Hector  and  his  Troy; 
Achilles,  to  revenge  his  friend  prepares  '. 
See!  glittering  through  the  air,  on  every  fide, 
Pikes,  lances,  helmets,  cuirafles,  and  dartsj 
The  rattling  hail  in  lefs  abundance  pours. 
The  Greeks  all  fwear  t'  appeafe  Patroclui* 

ghoft. 

Fierce  Agamemnon,  and  divine  Camelus, 
Old  honour'd  Neftor,  equal  to  the  gods, 
Leontes,  dextrous  at  the  manag'd  ipear, 
Strong  Diomede,  and  filver-tongu'd  Ulyfles, 
And  fee!  Achilles  comes— godlike  he  drives 
His  fteeds  immortal  towards  Troy's  proud 

walls, 

And  leaves  the  diftanc'd  winds  far  oft'behindj 
Then  thus  he  fliouting  cries—*  O  vigoiou« 

race, 

Podargus,  Xanthus,  Balius,  quick  advance! 
And  when  with  fpcil  and  carnage  we  arc 

tir'd, 
Hafte  to  regain  our  camp,  but  not  witheut 

your  mailer. 

Fleet  Xanthus  bows  his  neck,  and  thus  re- 
plies, 

For  Juno  gave  him  fpeech— -Achilles,  know, 
Your  faithruf  horfes  fliall  your  will  obey; 
But  your  dark  hour  of  fate  is  drawing  near. 
He  fpoke— -and  now  the  winged  chariot  flies. 
The  exulting  Greeks  behold,  and  fliouting 

loud, 
With  founds  of  joy  {hake  all  th'  adjacent 

coaft. 
Drefi'd  in  Vulcamaa  arms  the  conqu'ring 

prince 
Appears  more  glittering  than  the  morning 

ftar, 

Or  than  the  fun  commencing  his  career, 
When  he  moves  on  to  bieli  the  world  with 

day; 

He  flames  like  fires  which  on  fome  moun- 
tain-top 
Are  made  at  night  by  the  rejoicing  fwains. 

"  I  flop  here,"  continued  the  tragick 
author,  "  to  give  you  a  moment's 
breathing:  for  if  I  mould  repeat 
the  whole  fcene  at  once,  the  too 
great  multiplicity  of  fhining  paflages 
and  fublime  thoughts  would  over- 
come you.  Obferve  the  beauty  and 
juftice  of  that  companion;  As  bright 
as  fires  made  on  the  top  of  a  maun' 
tain  at  night.  Every  body  will  not 
dilcern  it:  but  you,  who  have  wit 
«  and  juft  fenfej  you,  I  lay,  ought 


*  Horn.  Iliad,  lib.  19. 
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**  to  be  ravifluvl  with  it." — "  I  am, 
44  doubtlefs,"  anfwned  thecomick  po- 

•  ct  with  a  malicious  finite)  "nothing 
"  ii  fo  fine  }    aiul  I  hope  you  will  not 
"  forget,    in    your    tragedy,  the  care 
41  which  Thetis  took  to  drive  away  the 
"  flies  from  Patroclus's  body."—"  Do 
•'  not  think  to  make  a  jeft  of  it,"  re- 

•  plied  the  tragick  poet. «« A  (kilful  wri- 
"  ter  may  venture  any  thing.     That 
Cl  paflage  perhaps  of  the  whole  piece  is 
•'  capable  of  affording  the  fiuelt  verfes, 
*'  and  I  afTure  you  I  (hall  not  mifcarry 
«'  in  it. 

'*  All  my  works,"  added  he,  "  as 
"  you  fire,  are  (tamped  with  the  image 
"  of  venerable  antiquity  ;  and  when 
f<  I  read  them,  obierve  how  they  are 
*c  applauded  !  I  ftop  at  every  verfe  to 
"  receive  their  due  praifes.  I  remem- 
"  ber  I  one  day  read  a  tragedy  in  a 
"  houfe  at  Pans,  where  the  beaux- 
"  efprits  go  at  dinner-time,  and  where 
'*  without  vanity  I  do  not  pafs  for  a 
«  Pradon.  The  old  Counteisof  Ville- 
"  brune  was  there,  who  lias  an  ad- 
*'  mirable  and  nice  tafle.  I  am  her 
"  favourite  poet :  (he  wept  heartily  at 
"  the  fiilt  1'cene  ;  called  for  a  fre(h 
"  handkerchief  at  the  i'econd  aft;  did 
"  nothing  but  fob  at  the  third  j  grew 
"  fick  at  the  fourth  ;  and,  at  the  ca- 
"  taftrophe,  I  thought  (he  would  have 
"  expired  with  the  hero  of  the  piece." 

*  At  thefe  words,  the  merry  comick 
'  author,  however  defirous  to  keep  his 
'  gravity,  could  not  contain  from  burft- 

•  ing  into  a  laugh  :  "  Ay,"  laid  he, 
"   I  very  well   remember  that  coun- 
"  tefs's  humour  ;  (he  is  a  woman  who 
"  cannot  bear  comedy  5    flie  has  fuch 
*c  an    utter  averfion   for   it,    that  me 
"  runs  out  of  the  box  as  foon  as  the 
"  mulick  has    done,    to  vent  ?.li  her 
"  grief.      Tragedy   is    her    favourite 
•'  paflion  ;    let  the  play  be  good  or 
"  bad,  provided  there  be  unhappy  lo- 
"  vers  in  it,  you  are  fure  of  that  lady's 
"  company  5  and,  to  be  free  with  you, 
"  if  1   wrote  ferious  poems,  I  mould 
"  be  glad  of  other  applauders  than  her 
«'  lad^lhip." 

"  Oh,  I  have  others  alfo,"  faid  the 
'  tragick  poet:  "  I  have  the  approbation 
"  or  a  thoufand  peifons  of  quality  of 
**  both  fexes."— "  I  mould  very  much 
»'  miitruft  the  apphufe  of  fuch  peo- 
"  pie,"  interrupted  the  comick  writer. 
"  I  mould  be  very  cautious  of  ftand- 
<*  ing  by  their  judgments  j  and  I  will 


41  tell  you  why  :  fuJi  fn 
"  tors  are  generally  abfent  w);ile  a 
41  pifce  is  reading,  and  are  taken  hy 
44  the  beauty  of  a  verfe  or  fine  (l-uti- 
41  ment.  This  is  enough  to  challenge 
"  the'rr  commendation  of  a  whole 
"  work,  other  wife  very  imperfect. 
44  On  the  other  hand,  a  few  flat  hard 
'-•s  (hock  them,  and  there  needs 
44  no  more  to  make  them  pifs  condem- 
44  nation  upon  an  excellent  piece." 
*4  Well,  then,"  replied  the  grave 

*  author,    "  fince  you  would  have  me1 
41  diftruft  fuch  judges,  I  tiuft  them  to 
*'  the  applaufe  of  tiie  pit."-—"  Pray^ 
41  if    you  plcafe,"    replied   the  other, 
44  do  not  talk  to  me  of  your  pit ;    they 
44  are  too  fantaftical  in  their  decilions  9 
44  they  are  fometimes  fo  grofsly  mif- 
44  taken  at  the  playing  of  new  pieces, 
<4  that    they    (hall    continue    for   t  v  • 
tl  whole  months  together,   enchanted 
"  with  a  bad  play.     Indeed,  when  it 
*'  comes  out,    their  eyes  are  opened, 
"  and  the  author  is  damned  after  fuch 
"  fuccefs." 

44  That  is  a  misfortune  I  am  in  no 
"  danger  of,"    faid   the  tragick   wri- 

*  ter  ;  "  my  works  are  printed  as  of- 
"  ten  as  played.     I  own,   indeed,   it 
"  is  not  fo  as  to  comedies,  they  being 
''  but    trifles,    wretched,    feeble  pro- 
"  duftions  of  wit."  — "  Not  fo  fair, 
41  good  Sir,"  interrupted  the  other  au- 
41  thor  ;  f «  ftop  a  little,  if  you  pleafe  j 
**  you  do  not  fee  you  grow  warm.     I 
*'  befeech  you,  fpeak  of  comedy  with  a 
44  little  lefs  contempt.    Do  you  believe 
"  a  comick  pi»ce  lefs  difficult  to  w.-.ts 
'*  than  a  tragedy;  or  that  it  is  eafier 
44  to  make  well-bred  people  laugh  than 
44  cry  ?      Undeceive   yourfeif,  and  be 
"  nffured    that   an   ingenious  fubjecl, 
44  which  turns  on  the  manners  of  men. 
44  does  not  coft  lefs  pains  than  thefineft 
44  heroick  poem." 

44  Egad,"  faid  the  tragick  poet,  with 
'  an  air  of  raillery,  4<  I  am  Unprized 
44  to  he.ir  you  exj>refs  yourfeif  thus  ; 
44  but,  Moniieur  Calidai,  to  avoid  all 
44  difpute,  I  will  for  the  future  like 
44  your  works,  though  I  have  hitherto 
44  defpifcd  tliem."  — <4  I  do  not  v.i- 
44  lue  your  contempt,  Monfit-ur  Gili- 
<f  lit,"  haltily  returned  the  comick  au- 
4  thor  ;  "  and,  ta  anfwer  your  inio- 
44  lent  airs,  I  will  now  tell  you,  m 
44  my  turn,  what  I  think  of  the  veiil's 
44  you  have  j'jft  recited.  They  are  ri- 
<f  diculous,  i«ud  the  thoUi;'..;s,  though 
••  taken 
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taken  out  of  Homer,  are  neverthelefs 
flat.  Achilles  Mlks  to  his  horfes, 
and  his  holies  aniwer  him  ;  that  is 
a  mean,  low  image,  as  well  as  the 
companion  or  the  fire  the  peafants 
make  en  a  mountain.  To  pillage 
the  ancients  in  this  manner,  is 
not  to  do  them  any  honour.  They 
indeed  abound  with  admirable  beau-, 
lies  ;  but  more  fenfe,  and  a  better* 
taite  than  you  have,  are  requifite  to 
make  a  happy  choice  of  what  ought 
to  be  borrowed  irom  them." 
"  Since  your  genius  is  not  fuffici- 
ently  elevated,"''  replied  Giblet, 
to  difcern  the  beauties  of  my  poem, 
and  to  puiiif'h  your  raihnels  ia  pre- 
fuming  to  criticize  on  my  fcene, 
you  (hall  not  hear  a  line  more  of  it." 
— ~"  I  h:\ve  been  too  fcvereiy  punifhed," 
returned  Calidas,  "  in  hearing  the 
beginning*  It  becomes  you  indeed 
vtry  v,  til  to  (Jtfpile  my  comedies! 
Know,  then,  that  the  very  wortf  I. 
could  ever  write,  will  always  appear 
far  fupcrior  to  your  beit  pieces. 
Allure  yoiirfelf,  it  is  much  caiier.  to 
take  a  flight,  ;UK!  Juar  on  lofty  fub- 
jefts,  ihan  to  hit  upon  a  delicate  nice 
raillery." 

"  Thanks  to  my  flarf ,"  fa  id  the  fe- 
rious  writer  diidainfui.'y,  *•  if  I  have 
the  misfortune  not  to  be  approved  of 
by  you,  I  ought  to  be  very  e:.fy  under 
it  I  The  court  thinks  more  fa- 
vourably of  me  than  you  ;  and  the 

peniion   it  vouchfufed "    *'  Do 

not  think  to  dazzle  me  with  your 
court-uenfions,"  inttrrupted  Cali- 
das ;  "  I  know  too  well  how  they 
are  obtained,  to  value  your  works 
at  all  the  more  for  that  :  and  to 
prove  that  I  am  convinced  it  is  ea- 
iier  to  write  tragedies,  when  I  re- 
turn to  France,  if  I  do  not  i'ucc 
in  comedies,  1  will  defccud  to  the 
writing  ot  tragedy." 
*'  For  a  faice-lciibbler,"  interrupt- 
ed the  grave  author,  "  you  have  in- 
deed a  great  deal  of  vanity." — '«  For 
a  moft  wretched  verfiher,"  faul  tlve 
comick  author,  "  you  have  really  aa 
extravagant  opinion  of  yourfelf."— 
You  arc  an  iiifolt-ut  ieilww,"  replieil 
the  other  ;  "  I  tell  you,  diminutive 
Moniicur  Calidas,  if  I  w^s  not  in 
your  chamber,  tlie  catailrophe  of 
this  adventure  mould  teach  you  how 
to  retpea  the  buikm." — "  Oh,  let 
not  that  confideration  withold  you, 
great  Moufieur  Gibiet,"  aufweied 


'  Calidas  ;   "  if  you  have  a  mind  tQ, 
"  fight,  I  will  engage  you  here  as  rea- 
"  dily  as  any  where  eli-." 

'  At  thefe  words  they  tore  one  ano- 
'  ther  by  the  throat  and  hair,  and  both. 
'  bcxed  very  warmly,  without  fpar-. 
«  ing  each  other.  An  Italian,  who. 
'  lay  in  the  next  room,  heard  the 
'  whole  dialogue,  and  by  the  noife  of 
'  the  blows  concluded  they  were  fightr 
«  ing;  he  then  rofe,  and  though  an 
'  Italian,  out  of  companion  for  them,. 
«  called  up  the  houie.  A  Dutchman 
'  and  two  Germans,  whom  you  fee  in 
'  morning-gowns,  came  along  with  the 

*  Italian,  to  part  the  combatants.' 

*  This  is  a  very  pleafant  fray,'  faid 
Don  Cleofas  5  «  but,  by  what  I  fee, 
'  it  is  plain  that  the  tragick  authors  ia, 
'  France  think  themfelves  much  more 

*  coiiiiderable  men  than  thofe  that  write 
'  comedy.' — '  Undoubtedly,    anfwer-, 
ed   Almodeus,   '   the   former  fuppofe 
'  themielves  as  much  above  the  latter, 
'  as    the   h?.roes   of  the   tragedies  are 
'  abovethefootmenin  thecomickplays.* 
— '  Upon  what  pretence  can  they  found 

*  their  arrogance  ?'  replied  the  ftudent  ; 
'  is  it  that  it  is  more  difEcult   to  write 
'  a  tragedy  than  a  comedy  ?' — '  Your 
'  queftion,'   anlwered  the  devil,  '   has 
'  been  an  hundred  times  debated,  and 
'  is  ftill  every  day.     My  decifion  of  it, 

*  without  offence  to  fuch  of  mankind 
'  as  are  of  a  different  fentiment,    is 
'  this  }   that  to  form  an  excellent  plot 

*  for  a  comedy  does  not  require  a  lef$ 
'  effort  of  genius  than  to  lay  the  fineft 

*  plan  in  the  world  for  a  tiagedy  ;   fa$ 
'  if  the  latter  were  the  more  difficult, 

*  we  muft  then  conclude,  that  a  writer 

*  of  tragedies   would  be  more  capable 
'  of  making   a   comedy  than  the  beft 
'  comick.  author,which  would  not  agree 
'  with  experience.     Thefe  two  forts  of 
'  poen.sthen  require  a  different  genius, 
«  but  equal  fkill. 

'  Let  us  end  this  digreflion,'  con- 
tinued the  devil,  '  and  I  will  re-affume 

*  the  thread  of  my  ftory,  which  you  in- 

*  terrupted.' 

CHAP.    VI. 

THE  CONTINUATION  AND  CON- 
CLUSION OF  THE  STORY  OF 
THE  POWER  OF  FRIENDSHIP. 

«  HP  HOUGH  Donna  Theodora's 
JL  {  feivants  could  not  hinder  her 

*  being  forced  away,  they  yet  courage  - 

«  oofly 
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*  0"fly  oppofed  it,   and  their  nfiltance 

4    was  fatal    I"'    IIMIH-  ut    Alv.iit.'b  nu  n  ; 

y  wounded  one  fo 

unable  to  follow 

.ined  almoli 

*  dead  on  the  rovl. 

Phis    unfortunate    wretch     was 

*  known  to  be  UK-  of  Alvaru's  foot- 

ii  j    and  Donna  Theodora's   fer- 

4  vurs,   i-.iv.    •.  in;;  that  lie  yet  breath- 

4  cd,   cairird  turn  to  lur  houle,   where 

4  theyfp-i  that  could  con- 

4  tubule  to  tli.:  I  his  fpirits  ; 

.iu!,  though 

lity  of  blood  which  he 

,  etl  him  extremely  fee- 

*  hie.     To  engage  him  to  fpeak,  they 
4  pri'.uiltrd     to    kcure    his    lite,    and 
4  not  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  feverity 
1  of  jurlice,   provided    he   would   tell 
'  where  his   matter  defigned   to  carry 
<  Donna  Theodora. 

•  Flattered  by  this  promiff,  though 

«  in   his  condition  there  appealed  but 

pes  of  his  ever  taking  the 

•titot   it,    he  collected   his  little 

r  of  rlrength,  and  in  a  very 

•.me    confirmed    the   advice 

4  which  Don  FaJrique  had  before  re» 

'  ceived  j   and  added,  that  Don  Alva- 

'  ro's  defign  was  to  carry  the  widow 

4  Cifuentes  to  Safari  in  the  ifland  of 

'  Sardinia,    where  he    had  a  relation 

*  whole  intercftand  authority  were  very 

*  g''cut,  and  who  he  knew  would  cer- 
«  tainiv  protect  him. 

'  This  conferfion  fomewhat  abated 

*  the  defpair  of  Mendoca  and  the  To- 
4  ledan.     They  left  the  wounded  man 

*  in   the   houil-,    where    he   died   Come 

*  hours  after,  and  returning  to  Valen- 

*  ci;i,  cunfulud  whit  meafures  to  take. 
'  They  id'olvi-d  to  purfue  their  com» 

*  mon  cinmy  to  the  place  of  hisretreat. 
'  Accordingly,    they    both   embarked 
'  very  foo:.  • -nia  for  1'ortM.i- 
«  hon,  not  doubling  their  msetiiig  with 
c  an  opi:oitunity  then,  of  a   paflage  to 

'.mia.     Their  hypes  proved  true  j 
'  tur   they  were   na  i^ODer  arrived  at 

*  Mahon,   than    they   were  informed 

*  that    a   vefill  frci^littd   for  Cagliari 
'  waj  juft  reaily  to  iail,  and  they  took 
'  the  opportunity. 

'  The  Ihip  put  off  with  the  moll  fa- 
'  voorable  wii/i  they  could  defire;  but 
'  five  or  fix  hours  after  they  were  pcr- 
*'ltcT!y  brralnuH,  and  at  night  the 

*  wU)d  turning  direclly  contrary,  they 

*  were  obliged  to  itccr  from  one  fide 
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4  to  the  other,    without  hop*  of  jt'i 

'  changing.      They    (tend    thus    fmr 

'  thue   days}  and  on   the  fourtlt,   at 

'  two  in  tiit  afternoon,  tht  v 

4  a  vertel  making  all  poffible  f.nl  to 

4  tlum.     They  at  fuft  took   it    for  a 

'  MII Tchantm,ui ;    but  oblei  . 

*  came    within   cannon-fhot   of   them 
'  witliout   flu-wing  any  colours,    they 
'  did  not  doubt  but  that  it  was  a  i>i- 
4  rate. 

1  They  were  not  deceived  -t  It  was  a 
'  Tunis  fliip,  wliich  fuppolcd  that  the 
4  Cluiftians  would  yield  without  fight- 
'  ing  j  but  when  they  perceived  that 
4  they  cleared  their  flap,  and  prepared 
4  their  guns,  they  concluded  them  in 
4  earnelt  j  wherefore  they  Hopped,  did 
4  the  fame,  and  prepared  to  engage. 

4  They  began  to  rite,  and  the  Chrif- 
'  tiunsfeemed  to  have  lomc  advantages 

*  but  an   Algerinc,   larger,  and  pro- 
4  vided  with  more  guns  than  both  the 
'  others,  coming  in  the  midft  of  the 

*  action,   and   taking   the  part  of  the 
4  Tunis  fhip,  made  full  fail  totheSpa- 
'  niard,  and  obliged  him  to  fuftain  the 
'  fire  ot  both  fliips. 

4  At  this  fight  the  Chriftians  de- 
4  fpairing,  and  refolving  not  to  con- 
4  tinue  an  engagement  now  become 
4  too  unequal,  gave  over  firing}  wheu 
4  there  appeared  on  the  poop  of  the 
4  Algerine  a  flave,  who  cried  out  to 
4  them  in  Spam/h,  that  if  they  ex- 
4  peeled  quarter,  they  mu.t  furrender 
4  to  the  Algerine.  Theie  words  end- 
4  ed,  a  Turk  difplayed  the  Algerine 
4  green  taffata  flag,  with  lilver  cref- 
4  cents.  The  Clinitians,  confidering 
4  that  all  refiftance  would  b>:  vain,  no 
4  longer-  thought  of  defending  them- 
4  felves,  but  yielded  with  all  the  grief 
4  which  the  horrid  idea  of  flavery  could 
4  caufr  in  fiesinen;  and  the  inulter  of 
4  the  vtflel,  fearing  a  lor.ger  delay 
4  might  irritaii:  the  barbarous  conque- 
4  rors,  took  the  colours  from  the  poop, 
4  threw  himi'cli  into  the  pinnace  with 
4  fome  of  the  failors,  and  went  on 
4  board  the  Algerine. 

4  That  p'uatc  lent  a  parcel  of  foldi- 
4  ers  to  plunder  the  Spanish  (hip,  as  he 
4  of  Tunis  like  wife  give  the  fame  or- 
4  der  to  foine  of:  his  crew  ;  fo  th  it  all 
4  the  paflengers  were,  in  an  inftant, 
<  dilarnied  and  fearched,  and  feat  on 
4  b<  aid  the  Algerine,  where  the  two 

*  pirates  divided  their  prey  by  lot. 

4  It  had  b-;ui  at  lead  a  coni'olation 

«  fur 
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for  Mendoga  and  his  friend,  to  have 
both  fallen   into  the  hands   of   the 
fame   pirate.      Their  chains  would 
have  been  lighter,  if  thty  could  have 
joined  in  the  bearing  them  :  but  for- 
tune, refolving  they  fhould experience 
all   her  feverity,  fubjefted  Don  Fa- 
drique  to    the  Tunis    robber,    and 
Don  Juan   to  the  Algerine.     Ima- 
gine   the    defpair   that  feized    thefe 
friends  when  they  faw  they  were  go- 
ing to  part.     They  threw  themfelves 
at  the  pirate's  feet,  and  conjured  him 
not  to  feparate  them.     But  thefe  fa- 
vage   villains,     whofe     barbarity   is 
proof  againft  any  fight,  could  not  be 
moved  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  con- 
cluding thefe  two  captives  to  be  con- 
iiderable  men,  who  could  pay  a  large 
ranfom,  they  refolved  to  keep  them, 
as  they  were,  divided. 
«  Mendoija  and  Zarate,  feeing  they 
could    not     foften    thefe    mercilefs 
wretches,    caft    their  eyes    on   each 
other,  and  by  their  looks  exprefTed 
the  excefs  of  their  affliction.     But 
when  the  whole  booty  was  divided, 
and  the  Tunis  pirate  was  going  to 
return  on   board  his  own  (hip  with 
his  flaves,  the  two  friends  were  ready 
to  expire  with  grief.     Mendoc.a   ran 
to  the  Toledan,  and  clafping  him  in 
his  arms,   "   We  muft  then,"  faid 
he,   "feparate;    Oh,  terrible  necef- 
«  fity  !   Is  it  not  enough  that  the  au- 
*  dadous  villainy  of  a  raviflier  remains 
'  unpunifhed,  but  muft  we  be  inca- 
1  pacitated   to   unite 'our  complaints 
'  and  forrows  ?   Ah  !  Don  Juan,  what 
«  have  we   done  to  Heaven,  that  we 
'  muft,  in  fuch  a  cruel  manner,  expe- 
'  rience    it's    heavy  difpleafure  ?"— • 
'  Ah  !  look  no  where  elfe  for  the  caufe 
'  of  our  misfortunes,"  anfwered  Don 
Juan,  "  they  ought  only  to  be  im- 
'  puted  to  me ;    the  death  of  the  two 
1  perfons  whom  I  facrificed,   though 
'  excnfeable  in  men's  eyes,   muft  un- 
'  doubtedly  have    irritated    Heaven, 
'  which  punifhes  you  for  having  en- 
'  g^ged  in  friendmip  with  a  miferable 
{  wretch,  whom  jnftice  purfues." 
'  At  thefe  woj-ds  they  both  mowered 
down  tears  in  great  abundance,  and 
iighed  with  fuch  violence,   that  the 
other  (laves  were  not   Jefs    touched 
with  their  grief  than  their  own  mif- 


*  fortunes.     The  Tunis  foldiers,  yet 
'  more  barbarous   than  their  mafter, 
«  obferving  that  Mendo9a  did  not  haft- 

*  en  to  the  veflel,  brutally  fnatched  him 
'  out  of  the  Toledan's  arms,  and  forced 

*  him  along  with  them,   loading  him 

*  with  blows.    "  Adieu,  dear  friend,'* 
'  cried  he,  "  I  (hall  never  fee  you  more ! 
"  DonnaTheodoraisnotyetrevengedj 
"  the  ills  which  I  expeft  from  thefe 
"  cruel  men  will  be  the  leaft  of  the 
"  fufFerings  of  my  flavery." 

'  Don  Juan  could  not  ar.fwer  thefe 
'  words  ;  the  treatment  which  he  faw 
'  his  friend  receive,  threw  him  into  a 
'  fit  that  rendered  him  fpeechlefs.  The 

*  order  of  the   ftory  requiring    us  to 
'  follow  the  Toledan,   we  will   leave 
'  Don  Fadrique  on  board  the  Tunis 
«  fhip. 

*  The  Algerine  returned  to  his  coun- 

*  try  ;  where  being  arrived,  he  carried 
«  the  new  flaves  to  the  baflia,  and  thence 
'  to  the  publick  flave-market.  An  of- 
'  ficer  belonging  to  the  Dey  Mezzo- 
'  morto  bought  Don  Juan  for  his  maf- 
'  ter,  and  let  him  to  work  in  thegar- 
'  den  belonging  to  Mezzomorto's  ha- 
'  ram  *.     Though   this  employ  muft 

*  needs  prove  very  painful  to  a  gen- 

*  tleman,  yet  the  folitude  which  it  re- 
'  quired  rendered  it  agreeable  ;  for  in 

*  his    prefent    circumltances    nothing 
'  could  more  divert  him  than  the  re- 
'  fle&ion  on  his  misfortunes,  on  which 

*  he  inceflantly  employed  his  thoughts ; 
'  and  was  fo  far  from  endeavouring 
«  to  diflodge  thefe  moft  afflicting  ima- 

*  ges,   that  he  feemed  to  take  pleafure 

*  in  the  remembrance  of  them. 

*  One  day,  not  perceiving  the  Dey, 

*  who  was  walking  in  the  garden,  he 
'  fung  a  melancholy  fong  as  he  was 

*  working.      Mezzomorto  flopped   to 
'  liften   to   it ;   and,  being  very  well 
'  pleafed  with  the  voice,  came  up  to 
'  him,  and  alked  him  his  name.     The 
'  Toledan  told  him  it  was  AJvaro  5  for 
'  when  he  was  fold  to  the  dey,    he 
'  thought  fit  to  change  his  name,  pur- 
'  fuant  to  the  cuftom  of  other  (laves, 

*  and  hit  upon  that  firft,  by  reafon  the 
'  rape  of  Theodora  by  Alvaro  Ponce 
'  was  continually  in  his  mind.     Mez- 
'  zomorto,  who  underftood  Spanim  in- 
'  differently  well,  put  feveral  queftions 

*  to   him  concerning  the   cuuoms  of 


*  ^Haram  is  the  name  given  to  all  private  perfons  feraglios ;  none  but  that  of  the  Grand 
SigftLr  bcir-g  properly  cailed  the  feraglio, 

«  Spain, 
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•  Spain,  and  particularly  concerning 
1  the  im-aluics  the  men  took  to  render 
«  them  t<>  the  wo 

1  which  Don  Juan  returned  Inch 

well  fatisfiedthedey. 

"   Alv.uo,"  faid  he  to  him,  "  you 

«<   levin  not  to  w;int  ft- nil-,  and  indeed 

"  I  vlo  Dp  t  take  you  for  a  common  man-, 

"  hut  whatever  you  .ire,  you  have  the 

i  tin  tune  to  pleafe  me,  and  I  will 

'  honour  you  fo  far  as  to  make  you 

'   my  confident."     Don  Juan,  atthcie 

words,  proitratcd  himfeif  at  the  dey's 

and  after  having  taken  up  the 

loweft  border  of  his  robe,   with  it 

touched  his  eyes,  mouth,  and  head. 

"  To  begin  with  giving  you  fome 

"  marks  of  it,"  relumed  Mezzomorto, 

"   I  will  tell  you  tint  I  have  the  fineit 

"  wonu-n   of  Europe  in  my  feraglio  ; 

"   amonglt  them  I  have  one  that  is  be- 

1  yond  all  fort  of  companion,  and  I 

'  do  not  believe  that  ihe  grand  fignior 

'  himlelf  is  pofteflor  of  a  more  perfeft 

«  beauty,  though  his  (hips  continually 

'  bring  him  women  from  all  parts  of 

'  the  world.    Her  face  to  me  fceins  the 

44  fun  refle£led,and  her  fhapeisasex- 

««  act  as  that  of  the  rofe-tree  in  the 

"  garden  of  Eram ;  you  may  fee  that 

"   I  ;nn  inchanted. 

"  But  this  miracle  of  nature,  though 
"  enriched  with  fuchrare  beauty,  gives 
•'  herfelf  wholly  up  to  a  fatal  grief, 
"  which  neither  time  nor  my  love  can 
"  diflipatej  and  though  fortune  has 
4  fubjecled  her  to  my  defires,  I  have 

•  not  yet  fatisfied  them.     I  have  con- 

•  itantly  bridled  them}  and,  contrary 
'    to  the  common  cuitom  of  men  in  my 
'     circumftances,   who  aim  no  farther 

•  than  at  fenfual  plealurcs,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  gain  her  heart  by  ruch 
a  complaifance   and   profound    re- 
fpc-6l,    as   the   meaneft    muflulman 
would  be  afhamed  of  ever  owning 
to  a  chrUtian  Have. 

"  Yet  all  my  tendernefs  only  in- 
"  creafes  her  melancholy,  and  her  ob- 
"  ftiuacy  begins  at  lait  to  tire  me. 
The  idea  of  ilavery  is  not  graven  in 
furh  deep  tracks  in  others,  and  even 
ihofe  weic  foon  effaced  by  my  fa- 
vourablc  treatment  of  them.  This 
tedious  <;ricf  f a'linit-s  my  [  itience; 
but  bei  ,  I  \i.;d  to  ilie  vioiviit 
tianiportt of  love,  1  nuift  m;!».e  one 
effort  mure,  in  which  I  would  ule 
your  alliltantc  ;  tlie  flave,  being  a 
chrillian,  and  uf  your  nation,  may 


"  make  you  her  confident,  and  you 
'  may  pcrl'u.ulc  her  better  than  any 
'  i»th«r.  Advantageoully  rejuefcnt 
4  to  her  my  quality  ami  riches;  tell 
'  her  that  I  will  diltin^uHh  her  from 
'  all  my  flrtves;  engage  her  to  confi- 
'  dci,  it  mcfii'uy,  that  Ihe  may  one 
4  day  become  the  wife  of  Meczomortoj 
'  and  allure  her  that  I  mail  have  a 
'  greater  value  for  her  than  fora  ful- 
'  tana  whofe  hand  hishighnefsfliould 
"  himfeif  tender  me." 

'  Don  Juan  aiccond  time  proftrated 
himfeif  at  the  dey's  feet,  and  though 
not  very  wdl  pleafed  with  his  com- 
miffion,  allurtd  him  that  he  would 
do  his  bed  to  acquit  himfeif  in  the 
performance.     "  It  is  enough,"  re- 
plied Mezzomorto  j    "   leave   your 
'  work,  and  follow  me.     I  will  order 
1  it  that   you  fhall  (peak  with   this 
'  beautiful  flave  alone  ;   but  have  a 
'  care  how  you  abufethe  truft,  which 
'  if  you  do,  your  raihntfs  fli:\ll  be  pu~ 
'  niflied   by  tortures   unknown  even 
"  to  Turks  thtaifelvcs.     Endeavour 
'  to  overcome  your  melancholy,  and 
'  know  that  your  liberty  is  annexed 
*  to  the  end  of  my  futferings."  Don 
Juan  left  off  working,  and  followed 
the  dey,  who  was  gone  before  to  dif- 
pofe  the  afflifted  captive  to   admit 
his  agent. 

'  She  was  with  two  old  (laves,  who 
retired  at  his  approach.   The  charm- 
ing flave  faluted  him  with  profound 
refpeft  ;    but  could  not  help  tremb- 
ling, for  fear  of  what  might  happen 
to  her,  every  vifit  he  made.     He  per- 
ceived it ;  and  to  diflipate  her  fears, 
'  Fair  captive,"  faid  he,  "  1  come 
'  hither  for  no  other  reafon   than  to 
"  tell  you,  that  I  have  a  Spaniard  a- 
"  mongft  my  (laves,  with  whofe  con- 
'  vei  lation    probably  you  may  not  be 
'  difple'afed;  if  you  defire  to  fee  him, 
'  I  will  give  you  leave  to  fpeak  with 
1  him,  and  that  allb  without  a»y  wit- 
1  nefles." 

*  The    beautiful     flave    anfwered, 

that   me    mod  earneitly  deiired   it. 

'  I  will  immediately  fend  him  to  you, 

replied    Mezzomorto,    "  if  his  dif- 

'  courfccan  afluage  your  grief. "Tnefe 

words  ended,  he  ordered  the  two  old 

(laves  who  (erred  hef,  ;TO  iicr  \\"iy, 

and  aftci  wards   himlelf   quitted   her 

a)  ..itment  ;   nnd  meeting  the  Tole- 

dan,    he   whitpercd  to   him,  "  You 

4  in  ay  enter:  and  after  you  have  talk- 

P  "  ed 
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«'  ed  to  the  fair  (lave,  come  to  my 
"  apartment,  and  give  me  an  account 
«'  ot  your  luccels." 

'  Don  Juan  entered  the   chamber, 
and  fainted  the  (lave  without  fixing 
his  eyes  on  her  ;  and  (he  received  his 
(Ul  utation,  without  looking  very  in- 
tently on   him.     But   beginning  to 
look  on   each  other  more  earnellly, 
they  burft  out  into  tears  of  lurprize 
and  joy.     "  O  God,"  laid  the  To- 
ledan,    approaching   her,    "   am    I 
'  not   deluded  by  a  phantom  !     Is  it 
'  really  Donna   Theodora   whom   I 
'  fee?" — "  Ah,  Don  Juan,"    cried 
the  fair  (lave,  "  is  it  you  that  fpeak 
{  to  me  ?" — "  Yes,    Madam,"  an- 
fwered   he,  tenderly  kifling  one    of 
her  hands,  "  it  is  Don  Juan  himielf. 
'  You  may   know  me  by  the  tears 
'  which  my  eyes,  charmed  with  the 
'  happinefs  of  feeing  yo»  again,  can- 
'  not  reftrain,  at   the    traniports  of 
«'  joy  which  your  prefence  is  only  ca- 
"  pableof  exciting.  "I  have  done  mur- 
"  muring  at  fortune,  lince  (he  has  re- 
"  (tored  you  to  my  wiflies.     But  whi- 
ther does  my  immoderate  , joy  hurry 
me  ?   Alas  !  I  forget  that  you    are 
in  chains  !   What  ftrange  caprice  of 
fortune  brought  you  hither  ?    How 
did  you  efcape  Don   Alvaro's   ra(h 
pailion  ?    Ah,  what  clifmal  alarms 
does  that  give  me  !  and  how  much 
am  I  afraid  that  Heaven  has  not  fuf- 
ficiently  protected  your  virtue." 
"  Heaven,"  laid  Donna  Theodora, 
}ias  revenged  me  of  Alvaro  Ponce.  If 
I  had  time  to  tell  you— — — "     "You 
have  enough,"  interrupted  Don  Ju- 
an.    "  The  dey  has  permitted   me 
to  be  with  you  j  ami,  what  may  fur- 
prize  you,  to  talk  with  you  alone. 
Let  us  make  the  heft  ufe  of  thefc 
happy  moments,  and  pray  acquaint 
me  with  all   that  has  happened  to 
you,  from  the  time  of  your  feizure, 
to  this  prcfent." — "  Ah,  who  told 
you  that  it  was  Don  Alvaro  that 
leized  me  ?"— "  1  know  it  but  too 
well,"   returned  Don  Jinn.     Then 
he  fwccinclly  related  how  he  was  in- 
formed of  it,  and  how  Mendotja  and 
he  embarked  in  iearchof  theravifher, 
and  were  taken    !>y   pirates.     After 
which  Don«a  Theodora  immediately 
began  the  recital  of  her  adventures 
in  thef'e  words. 

"  It  is  needlefs  to  tell  you   that  I 
was  extremely  furprized  to  find  my- 


"  felf  feized  by  a  troop  of  maflced  men. 
14  I  fwooned  away  in  the  arms  of  him 
"  that  carried  me,off,  and  when  I  got 
"  out  of  my  fit,  which  doubtlefs  was 
"  very  long,  I  found  myfelf  alone 
"  witli  Agnes,  one  of  my  women,  at 
"  fea,  in  the  cabin  of  a  veffel  under 
"  fail." 

'  Agnes  exhorted  me  to  patience, 
and  by  her  difcourfe  gave  me  room 
to  conclude  that  fhe  had  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  my  ravifher :  who  then 
prefumed  to  (hew  himielf  to  me ;  and 
throwing  himfelf  at  my  feet,  "  Ma- 
'  dam,"  laid  he,  "  pardon  the  way 
'  Don  Alvaro  has  taken  to  poflefs  you. 
1  You  know  what  tender  addreffes  I 
1  made  to  you,  and  with  what  con- 
'  Itancy  I  difputed  your  heart  with 
'  Don  Fadrique,  to  the  time  that  you 
'  gave  him  the  preference.  Ifmypaf- 
1  lion  for  you  had  only  been  a  com- 
'  mon  one,  I  had  conquered  it,  and 
'  comforted  myfelf  under  the  mif- 
1  fortune  ;  but  I  am  deftined  to  adore 
'  your  charms,  and  fcornedas  lam, 
*  I  cannot  free  myfelf  from  their  pow- 
'  er.  But  yet  do  not  fear  that  my 
'  love  will  offer  any  violence.  I  did 
'  not  make  this  attempt  on  your.li- 
'  berty,  to  affright  your  virtue  by 
'  bafe  means  ;  no,  all  I  pn-tended  t» 
'  in  the  retirement  whither  I  am  con- 
"  veyingyou,  is,  that  an  eternal  and 
"  fat'red  knot  may  bind  our  deltinies." 
"  He  laid  feveral  other  things  which 
".  I  cannot  well  remember;  they  tend- 
"  ed  to  hint  that  he  thought  in  forc- 
"  ing  me  to  man  y  him,  he  did  not 
"  tyrannize  ;  and  that  I  ought  ra- 
"  ther  to  look  upon  him  as  a  paf- 
«'  fionate  lover,  than  an  inlblent  ra- 
"  vimer.  Whilft  he  (pake,  I  di<j  no- 
*'  thing  but  weep  and  defpair  :  where* 
"  fore,  without  lofing  time  in  endea- 
"  vours  to  perfuade  me,  he  left  roe  ; 
"  but,  at  his  retiring,  made  a  fign  to 
"  Agnes,  which  I  diicerned  was  his 
"  order  to  her  to  reinforce  with  ad- 
"  drefs  thofe  arguments  with  which 
"  he  deiigned  to  dazzle  my  realbn. 

"  She  acled  her  part  to  the  full ;  (he 
"  luggefted  to  me,  that,  after  thenoife 
"  of  a  rape,  I  muft  of  necefltty  be 
*'  forced  to  accept  Don  Alvaro's  offer, 
"  how  great  foever  my  averfioh  for 
"  him  might  be.  That  my  cemita- 
"  tio'n 'demanded  this  faciificeormy 
"  heart.  The  laying  me  under  the 
"  neceflity  of  fuch  a  hideous  marriage 

"  not 
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Ill 


44  not  being  the  way  to  dry  \ip  my 
"  tears,  I  remained  inconlblable.  Ag- 
44  ncs  did  not  know  \vh;it  to  lay  tome 

J"  farther,  when  on  a  fudden  we  hc;ml 
"  a  great  nolle  on  the  deck,  which  cn- 
44  gaged  all  our  attention. 

44  This  was  occalioned  by  the  fur- 
ft  prize  of  Don  Alvaro's  men,  at  the 
44  light  of  a  large  vcllel  making  all 
"  pofliblc  fail  towards  us.  Our  (hip 
"  not  being  fo  good  a  fuller  as  that,  it 
44  was  impofHblc  for  us  to  avoid  it. 
44  He  came  up  with  us,  and  iuuncdi- 
"  ately  we  heard  a  crying,  "  towind- 
"  ward,  to  windward." 

"  But  Alvaro  Ponce  and  his  men, 

*'  chufing  rather    to    die   than   yield, 

*'  ventured  to  dilputethcirliberty  with 

"  the  enemy.     The  ailion  was   very 

"  marp;  I  will  not  run    into  particu- 

'  Jars,  but  only  acquaint   you,  that 

'  Don  Alvaro  and  all  his   men  were 

4  killed,  after  having  fought  with  the 

'  utinolt '.ki'pair.     As  for  us,  we  were 

4  conducted  into  the  great  (hip,  which 

4   belonged  to  Mezzomorto,  and  was 

'  commanded    by   Aby  Aly  Ofman, 

'  one  of  his  officers. 

14  Aby  Aly  earnestly  looked  at  me 
44  with  furprize,  and  knowing  by  my 
44  drefs  that  I  was  a  Spanifh  woman, 
44  he  faid  to  me  in  the  Callilian  tongue, 
"  Moderate  your  griff  for  being  fal- 
"  len  into  flamy,  it  is  a  misfortune 
"  which  was  inevitable  :  but  why  do 
"  I  call  it  a  misfortune  !  it  is  an  ad- 
"  vantage,  for  which  you  ought  to 
"  applaud  your  happy  liars;  you  are 
"  too  charming  to  be.  confined  only 
41  to  be  obeyed  by  chriftians;  Heaven 
"  never  formed  you  for  thole  wretched 
"  mortals;  you  merit  the  addrr&s  of 
44  the  mailers  of  the  world,  and  none 
44  but  muflulmen  are  worthy  to  enjoy 
44  you.  I  will,"  adds  he,  "  return  to 
4<  Algier.  Though  I  have  taken  no 
4'  other  prize,  I  am  perfuuled  that  the 
4<  dey,  my  matter,  will  be  plealcd 
44  with  this  expedition;  nor  can  I  fear 
44  his  blaming  my  impatience  to  put 
44  into  his  hands  a  beauty  that  will 
11  afford  him  fuch  delicious  pleafure*, 
4<  and  be  theornament  of  'his  feraglio." 
44  At  thefe  words,  which  discovered 
44  what  I  had  to  expect,  my  tears  re- 
44  doubled.  Aby  Aly,  who  looked 
44  on  the  reafon  of  my  fright  with 
44  another  eye  than  mine,  only  Inugh- 
"  ed,  and  made  all  the  fail  he  could 
44  towards  Algiers  ;  whiltt  I  afflicted 


"  myfelf  beyond  all  bounds  of  mode- 
"  ration  ;  Jometimcs  1  directed  my 
41  lighs  to  Heaven,  and  implored  it's 
"  afliftance;  at  others,  I  wiuSed  fome 
44  chriltian  fhips  would  attack  us,  or 
44  that  the  waves  would  fwallow  us 
•4  up ;  and  after  that,  I  wifhcd  my 
41  grief  and  tears  might  render  me  fo 
4<  frightful,  that  the  very  fight  of  me 
44  might  Ihikc  horror  into  the  dey. 
41  Vain  delires,  alas  I  refulting  from 
14  my  alarmed  modcfty  !  We  arrived 
44  at  the  port,  I  was  conduced  to  the 
"  palace,  and  (hewn  to  Mezzomorto. 

44  I  do  not  know  what  Aby  Aly 
44  faid  when  he  prefented  me  to  his 
14  matter,  or  what  heanfwcrcd,becaufe 
"  they  1'poke  Turkifh  ;  but  I  fancied 
44  I  could  difcover,  by  the  geftures 
44  and  looks  of  the  dey,  that  I  had 
44  the  misfortune  to  pleafe  him ;  and 
44  what  he  afterwards  laid  to  me  in 
44  Spanifli,  perfected  my  defpair,  by 
4'  confirming  me  in  that  opinion. 

"  I  threw  myfelf  in  vain  at  his  feet, 
44  and  promifed  whatex'er  he  pleafed 
44  for  my  ranfom  :  I  largely  tempted 
14  his  avarice,  by  the  offer  of  all  my 
"  elhite;  but  he  told  me  that  he  valued 
44  me  above  all  the  riches  yi  the  world. 
4'  He  caufed  this  apartment,  the  molt 
"  magnificent  in  all  his  palace,  to  be 
44  prepared  for  me;  and  has  left  no 
44  means  unattempted  to  difpel  that 
4<  grief  which  overwhelmed  me;  he 
44  brought  me  all  the  fl.ives  of  both 
44  fexes,  that  could  either  iing  or  play 
*4  on  any  inlli nment;  he  removed  Ag- 
44  nes,  believing  me  only  fed  my  rne- 
44  lancholy,  and  I  am  waited  on  by 
44  old  flaves,  who  inceflantly  incul- 
44  cate  to  me  their  matter's  love,  and 
14  all  the  plea  Cures  relln-ved  forme. 

"But  all  that  has  been  done  to  divert 
44  me  ferves  only  to  augment  my  for- 
44  rows;  nothing  can  comfort  me.  Cap- 
44  live,  as  I  am  in  this  (leu  liable  place, 
44  which  every  day  rtiounds  with  the 
44  cries  of  opprefled  innocence,  Iyfuffer 
44  Id's  bythelofsof  my  liberty,  than  the 
41  trrror  with  which  the  dey's  odious 
44  naffion  inlpires  me;  for  though  I  have 
44  hitherto  found  no  other  treatment 
14  from  him  than  that  of  a  complaifant 
44  lover,  I  am  not  Id's  affrighted;  and 
"  very  much  fear,  loft  abandoning 

44  that  relpcil  which   perhaps  has  hi- 

45  therto  retrained  him,   he  (hould  at 
44  lall  abule  his  power.  I  am  continual- 
44  ly  afflifted  by  thefe  dreadful  reflec- 

P  a  41  lions, 
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'*  tions,    and  every   moment  of  my 
"  life  is  a  frefh  torment." 

*  Donna  Theodora  could  not  end 
thefe  words  without  (howers  of  tears, 
which  dabbed  Don  Juan  to  the  heart. 
It  is  not  without  reafon,  Madam," 
laid  he,  "  that  you  form  fuch  a  hor- 
'  lible  idea  of  what  may  happen  to 
you;  I  am  as  much  terrified  at  it  as 
"  you:  the  dey's  reipeft  is  nearer  it's 
*'  declenfion  than  you  imagine;  this 
"  fubmiffive  lover  will  loon  throw  off 
"  his  feigned  complaifance  ;  I  know 
"  it  but  too  well,  and  know  all  the 
"  danger  you  are  in. 

"  But,"  continued  he,  changing  his 
«  tone,  "I  will  not  tamely  fee  it ;  nave 
*<  as  lam,  my  defpairisto  be  feared. 
"  Before  Mezzomorto  (hall  force  you, 
«*  I  will  plunge  into  his  breaft  " 
"  Ah,  Don  Juan,"  interrupted  Don- 
'  na  Theodora,  "  what  a  dangerous 
"  projeft  are  you  venturing  at  ?  Ah, 
"  be  extremely  careful  that  you  never 
"  put  it  in  execution  !  What  prodi- 
"  gious  cruelties,  great  Gor),  will  be 
"  the  confequencesof  his  death  !  Wilf 
"  the  Turks  leave  it  unrevenged  ? 
t(  Oh,  the  mort  dreadful  torments  !  — 
"  I  cannot  think,  of  them  without 
«'  trembling.  Befides,  is  it  not  toex- 
*'  pofe  yourfelf  to  an  unneceffary  dan- 
*'  ger?  Can  you,  by  killing  the  dey, 
"  reftore  my  liberty  !  Alas,  perhaps  I 
<c  may  be  fold  to  foine  villainous  wretch 
"  that  may  have  lefs  regard  for  me 
"  than  Mezzomorto  has.  Oh,  Hea- 
"  ven  !  you  ought  to  mew  your  juf- 
11  tice  :  you  know  the  dey's  brutal  de- 
*'  fires  ;  you  forbid  me  theufe  of  poi- 
*'  fon  and  fword  ;  it  therefor*  belongs 
*'  to  you  to  prevent  a  crime  which  of- 
"  fends  you." 

"  Yes,  Madam,"   replied  Don  Ju- 
'  an,  "  Heaven  will'prevent  it :  1  per- 
"  ceive  that  it   infpires   me;  what  at 
"  prelent  occurs  to  my  mind,  is  doubt- 
"  lefs  iiKTgefted   to  me  from  thence. 
"  The  dey  gave  me  leave  to  lee  you 
"  for  no  other  reafon   than  to  incline 
"  you    to  yield  to  his  paifion  :    I   am 
"  charged  to  give  him  an   account  of 
f '  our   converfation ;   but  I   mult   de- 
"  ceive  him.   I  will  then  tell  him  that 
"  you  are  not  inconfol.ible;   that  his 
"  generous  conduit  wiili  regard  to  you 
"  begins  to  afl'asge  your  griefs;  and 
"  that,  if  he  continues   in  the   Came 
"  mealures,    he   ought    to    hc.pe    lor 
"  whatever  he  wilhes.     Accordingly, 


"  when  he  comes  to  fee  you  again,  I 
"  wifh  he  might  find  you  lefs  melan- 
"  choly  than  ordinal  v,  and  feign  your 
"  being  in  fome  meafure  pleaied  with 
"  his  difcourfe." 

"  Oh,    horrid    conllraint!"    inter- 
rupted Donna  Theodora;  "  how  can 
*  a  frank  and  fmcere  foul  betray  itfelf 
'  to  that  degree  ?  and  what  advantage 
«  will  refult  from  fuch  a  painful  diffi- 
'  rnulation?" — "The dey,"  anfwer- 
ed  he,  "  will    pleafe  himfelf  with 
'  this  alteration,  and  refolve  to  gain 
"  you  wholly  by  complaifance.     In 
"  the  interim  I  will  endeavour  your 
"  liberty:  the   taik,  I  own,    is  diffi- 
"  cult;   but  I  am  acquainted  with   a 
"  flave  whofe   great  addrefs  and  in- 
"  dultry   may    not    be   unferviceable 
"  to  us.'' 

"  I  leave  you,"  continued  he  ;  "the 
"  affair  requires  diligence,  and  we 
"  (hall  fee  one  another  again.  I  go 
"  now  to  the  dey,  whole  impetuous 
"  flame  I  will  endeavour  to  amufe  by 
"  falfe intelligence;  and  you,  Madam, 
"  mult  prepare  to  receive  him.  Dif- 
"  lemble,  force  your  nature.  Thougli 
"  his  prefencc  offend  your  eyes,  yet 
"  difarm  them  of  feverity  and  hatred. 
"  Prevail  on  your  mouth,  which  only 
"  opens  itlelf  daily  to  bewail  your 
"  misfortunes,  to  learn  a  flattering 
"  tone  ;  and  do  not  fear  fhewing  too 
"  much  favour.  You  mult  promife 
"  every  thing,  in  order  to  grant  no- 
"  thing." — "  It  is  enough,"  replied 
'  Donna  Theodora;  "  I  will  follow 
"  all  your  directions,  fince  the  fatal 
"  evil  winch  threatens  me,  impofeson 
"  me  this  cruel  neceffity.  Go,  Don 
"  Juan,  employ  all  your  cares  in  put- 
"  ting  an  end  to  my  flavery.  It  will 
"  be  a  great  addition  to  the  pleafure'of 
"  liberty,  to  owe  it  to  you." 

1  The  Toltdan,  purfuant  to  his  or- 
'  ders,  waited  on  Mezzomorto,  who 
'  faid  with  tlieutmoft concern,  "Well, 
"  Alvaro,  what  news  do  you  bring 
"  me  from  the  fair  (lave?  Have  you 
"  difpofed  her  to  hearken  to  me?  If 
"  you  tell  me  that  I  ought  not  to  flat- 
"  ter  myfelf  with  the  hopts  of  ever 
"  lubduing  her  cruel  grief,  I  (wear  by 
"  the  head  of  the  grand  fignior,  my 
"  mailer,  that  I  wiJl  this  day  feizeby 
"  force  what  (he  has  hitherto  refilled 
"  to  yield  to  my  complaifance." — 
"  Sir,"  anfwe.-ed  Don  Juan,  "  that 
"  invio'.able  oaih  isneedlefs  ;  you  will 

"  not 
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"  not  be  forced  to  make  ufe  of  vio- 

"  lence   to   fatisfy    your    love.      J  IK- 

"   (Live  is  a  young  l.uly  who  never  yet 

:.)   proud  th.u  Ihe  has 

"    rejected  the  addulK-s  of  the  greatelt 

"    men  in  Spain.      Slu-  lived  like  *  K>- 

ign  priucefs  in  her  own  country, 

"   and   is  a  captive  here.     A  haughty 

"   mind    long   uKnts   i!ie   uie.n   ili,L- 

"  rence  betwixt  th'-Ie  conditions  ;  yet, 

"  Sir,  this  proud  Spanifli  l.uly  will  by 

ices  grow  familiar  with  flavery, 

*'  and  1  dare  venture  to  tell  you  that 

"  ali  -eady  her  chains  begin  to  be  lighter. 

"   The  great  deference  you  h  ive  al- 

"  ways  (hewed  her,  and  the  refpeftful 

*'  cares  which  fhe  did  not  expect  from 

"  you,  have  fomewhat  abated  her  for- 

"  row,  and  do  by  little  and  little  con- 

"  quer  her  pride.     Sooth  this  favour- 

"  able  difpofition,  and  compleat  the 

•'  conquelt  of  this  fair  flave,  by  frefti 

"  marks  of  refpeft,  and  you  will  foon 

"   find  her  yield  to  your  deiirts,  and 

*'  lofethe  loveof  liberty  in  yourarms." 

"  Your  words  ravifli  me,"    replied 

'  the  dey.     "    The  hopes   which  you 

*'   have  given  me  are  fufficient  to  en- 

"  gage  me  t(>  do  any  thing.     Yes,  J 

"   will    retrain  my  impatient  defires, 

"  to  fatisfy  them  better.    But  do  not 

"  deceive  me  ;  or  art  thou  not  thyielf 

1  deceived  ?     I    will   immediately   go 

'  talk  with   her,  and    fee   whether  I 

'  ran  dilcover  in  her  eyes  thofe  flat- 

1   tering  appearances  which  you  have 

obferved."    Thefe  words  ended,  he 

went  to  Donna  Theodora  ;  and  Don 

Juan  returned  to  the  garden,   where 

he  met  the  gardener,  who  was  the 

dextrous  flave  by  whofe  induflry  he 

promifed  to  let  the  widow  Cifuentes 

at  liberty. 

'  The  gardener,  whofe    name  was 
Francifco,    was    of     Navarre.      He 
knew  Algier  perfectly  well,  having 
ferved  feveral  patrons  before  he  lived 
with  the    dey.     "  Friend    Francif- 
'  co,"  fald  Don  Juan,    approaching 
him,  "   1  am  extremely  afflifted  at 
'  what  I  have  feen.     There  is  in  this 
'  palace  a  young  lady  of  the  firft  qua- 
'   liry  in  Valencia;  (he  has   intre  iti.-d 
'  Mezzomorto  to  let   his   own  price 
*  on  her  ranfom  ;  but  he  will  not  part 
'  with  her,  becaufc  he  is  in  love  with 
her."  — "   Alas!     why    does    that 
trouble  you  fo  much?"  faid  Fran- 
cifco.    "  Becaufe  I  am  of  the  fame 


"  city,"  replied  the  Toicdan.  "Her 
mns  and  mine  are  intimate 
"  friends,  and  there  is  nothing  I 
"  would  not  undertake  to  contribute 
"  to  her  deliverance." 

"  Though  it  is  no  vcryeafy  thing," 
*   replied  Kruicifco,  "  1    dare  engage 
"  to  accomplish  it,  if  this   lady's  re- 
'«  Litions  will  be  pleafed  to  pay  very 
'  well  for  th'is   piece  of  fervice." — 
'  Do  not  doubt  it  in  the  lealt,"  re- 
turned Don  Juan;  "  I   will  be  rc- 
'  fponfible     for   their     acknowledg- 
'   nients,  but  more  efpecially  for  her 
"  own  gratitude.     Her  name  is  Don- 
1  na  Theodora ;  ftie  is  the  widow  of 
'   a  man  who  has  left  her  a  very  great 
'  eltate,  and    flie  is   as  generous    ns 
'  rich.     I  am  a  Spanifli  gentleman, 
'  and  my  word  ought  to  fatisfy  you." 
"   Well,"  replied  the  gardener,  "  I 
"  will  depend  on  your  promifes,   and 
"  go  look  for  a  renegade  Catalan  of 
*'  my  acquaintance,  and  propole  it  to 
'   him."—"  What  do  you  lay?"  in- 
terrupted the  Toledan,  very    much 
furprized:  "  can  you  rely  on  a  wretch 
'  who  has  not  been  afliamed  to  aban- 
'  don  his  religion  for — "    "  Though 
'  a  renegade,"  interrupted  Francifco 
in  his  turn,   "  he  is   yet  an  honeft 
'   man,  who  defeives  rather  to  be  pi- 
'  tied  than   hated;  and  if  his  crime 
'  can  admit  of  any  excufe,  I  fliould 
'  indeed  be  willing  to  think  him  ex- 
{  cufabl£:   I  will  tell  you  his  ftory  in 
'   two  words. 

"  He  is  a  native  of  Barcelona,  and 
"  a  chirurgeon  by  profefiion.  Per- 
"  ceiving  that  he  did  not  fucceed  in 
his  practice  in  his  native  place,  he 
refolved  to  fettle  at  Carthagena, 
hoping  that  he  might  thrive  better 
by  removing.  He  embarked  then 
for  Carthagena  with  hi»  mother; 
but  they  met  an  Algerine  pirate, 
'  who  took  and  brought  them  hither. 
1  They  were  Ibid;  his  mother  to  a 
'  Moor,  and  he  to  a  Turk,  who  ufed 
'  him  fo  very  ill,  that  he  turned  Ma- 
'  hometan  to  end  his  cruel  flavery,  as 
'  allb  to  procure  the  liberty  of  his  mo- 
'  ther,  who  was  very  rigoroully  treat- 
'  ed  by  the  Moor  her  patron.  Then 
'  entering  himlelf  in  the  baflia's  p.iy, 
'  he  made  feveral  voyages,  and  got 
'  four  hundred  patacopns,  part  of 
'  which  he  employed  in  the  ranfom  of 
"  his  mother;  and,  to  improve  it,  he 
"  intended. 
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««  intended  to  rob  on  the  fea  for  his 
"  own  account. 

"  He  became  a  captain,  and  bought 
*'  a  fmall  veflel  without  a  deck  ;   and 
••  with  fome  Turkifh   ibldiers,   who 
'  willingly  joined  with  him,  he  went 
«  to  cruize  between  Carthagena  and 
'  Alicant,  and  returned   laden   with 
'  booty.     He  went  out  again,  and  his 
'  voyage  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  at  laft 
«  he  fitted  out  a  larger  veffel,  with 
'  which  he  took  feveral  confiderable 
'  prizes  :  but  his  good  fortune  failing 
'  him,  he  one  day  attacked  an  Englilh 
'  frigate,  who  fo  mattered  his  fliip, 
«'  that  he  could  fcarce  regain  the  port 
"  of  Algier;  and  as  the  people  of  this 
"  country  judge  of  the  merit  of  the 
"  pirates  by   the  fuccefs  of  their  en- 
'  terprizes,  this   renegade   began    to 
'  bedelpiiedby  the  Turks  ;  andgrow- 
'  ing  very   uneafy  and  melancholy, 
*  he   fold  his  (hip,    and  retired  to  a 
'  houfe  out  of  town,  where,  ever  fince, 
«  he  has  lived  on  the  eftate  he  has  left, 
1  with  his  mother  ajid  feveral  flaves. 
"  I  frequently  vifit  him, for  we  lived 
"  together  with  the  fame  patron,  and 
«'  are  very  great  friends.     He  has  dif- 
"  clofedtomehismoft  f'ecret  theughts, 
"  and  within  thefe.  three  days  he  told 
"  me,  with  tears  i'n  his  eyes,  that  his 
"  mind  could  never  be  at  reft  lincehe 
'  had  renounced   his  faith ;   that,  to 
'   appeaie  the   remorfe  which    incef- 
'  fantly    racked    his    mind,   he   was 
'  fometimes  inclined  lo  quit  the  tur- 
'  ban,  and  hazard  being  burnt  alive; 
"  to  repair,  by  a  public  acknowledg- 
"  ment  of  his  repentance,  the  fcandal 
'«  he  had  caft  on  the  chriflians. 

"  This  is  the  renegade  to  which  I 
*'  deiign  toaddrefs  myfelf,  continued 
'  Francifco;  "  fuch  a  man  as  this  you 
'  ought  not  to  fufpecT:.  Under  pre- 
*  tence  of  goingto  the  bagnio  *,  I  will 
'  go  to  his  houle,  and  luggeft  to  him, 
'  that  initead  of  confuming  himfelf 
'  with  grief  for  withdrawing  himfelf 
"  from  the  boCom  of  the  church,  he 
"  ought  to  think  of  means  of  return - 
"  ing  to  it:  that,  to  execute  this  de- 
"  fign,  he  need  only  equip  a  mip, 
"  on  pretence  that,  weary  of  an  idle 
*'  life,  he  would  return  to  his  old  trade 
"  of  cruizing;  and  with  this  mip  we 
"  will  gain  the  coalt  of  Valencia,  where 
«'  Donna  Theodora  mould  give  him 


enough  to  pafs  the  reft  of  his  days 
agreeably  at  Barcelona." 
"  Yes,  dear  Francifco,"  cried  Don 
Juan,    tranfported  -with   the   hopes 
which   the  Navarre  ilave  gave  him, 
you  may  promife  the  renegade  every 
thing;   you  and' he  fhall  be  fure  to 
be  rewarded.     But  do  you  believe 
this  projefl  really  practicable  in  the 
manner  you  have  formed  it  ?" — "  It 
may    meet    with     fome    difficulties 
which    I    do  not  forefec,"   replied 
Francifco;  "  but  the  renegade  and  I 
will  remove  them.     Alvaro,"  added 
he,  as  he  was  leaving  him,  "  I  have 
1  a  very  good  opinion   of  our  enter- 
1  prize,  and  hope  at  my  return  to  bring 
'  you  good  news." 
'  It  was  not  without  anxiety  that 
Don  Juan  waited  for  Francifco,  who 
returned  in  three  or  four  hours_.  "I 
'  have  talked  with  the  renegade,"  faid 
he,    "  and  propofed   our  defign   to 
'  him:  and,  after  mature  deliberation, 
'  we  have  agreed  that  he  fhall  buy  a 
fmall    fhip  ready  fitted  to  go  out; 
and  it  being  allowed  to  make  ufe  of 
llaves  for  Jailors,  he  fhall  man  the 
veflel  with  his  own ;  that,  to  prevent 
fufpicion,  he  mould  engage  twelve 
Turkifh  IbldierSj  as  though  he  really 
intended   to  go  out  to  cruize  ;  but 
that  two  days  before  that  which  he 
mould  affign   for  his  departure,  he 
mould  embark  in  the  night  with  his 
flaves,   weigh  anchor  without  any 
noife,  and  come  to  fetch  us  on  board 
with  his  fkiff,  from  a  little  door  of 
this  garden  near  the  fea.     This  is 
the  plan  of  our  enterprize;  you  may 
inform  the  captive  lady  of  this,  and 
a  flu  re  her  that,  within  fifteen  days 
at  fartheft,   fhe  fhall  be  freed  from 
her  flavery." 

'  HowinexpreffiblewasZarate'sjoy, 
to  have  fnch  a  comfortable  afTurance 
tq  carry  to  Donna  Theodora  !  To 
obtain  permiffion  to  fee  her,  he  the 
next  day  fearched  for  Mezzomorto  ; 
and    having  found    him,    "  Pardon 
'  me,  my  lord,"  faid  he,  "  if  I  pre- 
'  fume  to  afk  you  how  you  found  the 
'  beautiful  (lave.     Are  you  better  fa- 
'  tified— — "    "  I  am  charmed,"  in- 
terrupted'the  dey  ;   "  her  eyes  did- 
'  not  turn    away   from   my  tendered 
'  addreffes ;   her  difcomfe,  which  al- 
'  ways  before  confined  only  of  eudlefs 


*  That  is,  the  place  where  the  flaves  meet. 


reflec- 
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"  reflections  on  her  condition,  was 
••  not  intermixed  with  many  com- 
"  plaints  ;  but  /he  even  feemcd  to 
"  Irllcn  to  mine,  with  an  obliging  ;it- 
"  tention. 

"  It  is  to  your  endeavours,  Alvaro, 
"  that  I  owe  this  change.  I  fee  you 
"  know  your  own  countrywomen;  I 
"  will  have  you  talk  with  her  again. 
"  Finilh  what  you  have  fo  happily  be- 
••  gun  ;  exhauft  all  your  wit  and  ad- 
"  dreis  to  halten  my  felicity,  and  I 
*'  will  then  break  your  chains  ;  and  I 
"  fwear  by  the  foul  of  our  great  pro- 
"  phct,  that  I  will  fend  you  home  to 
"  your  own  country  fo  richly  laden 
"  with  preients,  that  the  chriftians 
"  when  they  fee  thee  fliall  not  believe 
"  thou  returneft  from  ilavery." 

«  The  Toledan  did  not  fail  to  flat- 
ter Mezzomorto's  error;  he  feigned 
himfelf  extremely  fenfible  of  his  pro- 
mifes  ;  and,  under  pretence  of  hat- 
tening  the  accomplishment  of  the 
dey's  joys,  he  haiiened  to  fee  the 
fair  Have;  whom  he  found  alone  in 
her  apartment,  the  old  women  who 
attended  her  being  employed  elle- 
where.  He  told  her  what  the  Na- 
varre Have  and  the  renegade  had 
contrived,  on  the  credit  or  the  pro- 
miles  which  he  made  them. 
<  It  was  no  fmall  confolation  for 
Donna  Theodora,  to  hear  that  inch 
proper  meafures  were  taken  for  her 
deliverance.  "  Is  it  poflible,"  faid 
flic,  in  the  excefs  of  her  joy,  "  that 

•  I  may  hope  to  fee  Valencia,  my  dear 
c  country,  again  ?  How  tranfporting 
1  will  the  blifs  be,  after  fo  many  fears 
'  and   dangers,  to   live  at  cafe  with 
'  you  !  Ah,  Don  Juan,  how  charm- 
«  ing   is    that   thought  ?    Will   you 
'  fliare  that  pleafure  with  me  ?    Do 

*  you    think  that,  in    delivering  me 
'  from  the  dey,  it  is  your  wife  which 
'  you  tear  from  him  ?" 

"  Alas,"  anfwered  Zarate,  with  a 
profound  figh,  «'  thofe  endearing 
'  words  would  charm  me,  if  the  re- 
'  membranceof  an  unhappy  friend  did 
'  not  throw  in  a  bitter  which  fpoils 
'  all  the  fweetnels  !  Pardon  me,  Ma- 
'  dam,  that  nicety,  and  coiifels  alib 
'  tlm  Mcndo^a  deferves  your  pity  ;  it 
1  is  for  your  fake  that  he  went  from 
'  Valencia,  and  loft  his  liberty.  I 
'  can  afl'ure  you,  that  at  Tunis  he  is 
'  Ids  loaded  with  the  weight  of  his 
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"  chains,  than  the  defpair  of  ever  re- 
"  venging  y6ur  I  offerings." 

••  He  doubtlels    delervcd    a  better 
"  fate,"  intrrruptcd  Donna  Theodo- 
"   i.i,  "  I  take  Heaven  to  witncfs  that 
"   I  am  thoroughly  feulible  of  all  that 
'  he  has  done  tor  nu.-.      1   (haic  wiili 
'  hint    the  fufFerings   which    I   have 
'  caufed ;  but,  by  the  cruel  maligni- 
'  ty  of  the  ftars,  my  heart  can  never 
'  be  the  price  of  his  lervices." 
'  This  converfatiwn  was  interrupted 
by  the  arrival  of  the  two  old  women 
who  waited   on   Donna  Theodora: 
when  Don  Juan  turned  the  difcourfc; 
and,    a&ing    the    dey's    confident, 
'  Yes,  charming  (lave,"  faid  he,  to 
the  widow  Cifuemes,    "  you  have 
'  deprived  him  of  liberty,  who  keeps 
'  you  in  chains.     Meazomorto,  your 
'  mailer  and  mine,  the  molt  engaging 
'  and  moll  amiable  of  all  the  Turks, 
'  is  very  well  pleafed  with  you:  con- 
'  tinue  to  treat  him  favourably,  and 
'  you  will  foon   lee  an  end  of  your 
'  griefs."     At  the  end  of  thefe  htft 
words  he  left  Donna  Theodora,  wh« 
did  not  comprehend  their  true  leofe. 
'  Affairs  remained  during  eight  days 
in  this  pofture,  at   the  dey's  palace, 
whilft  the  renegade   Catalan  bought 
a  fmall  veffel  almott  wholly  fitted  for 
failing,  and  prepaied  for  Ins  depar- 
ture.    But   lix  days   before  he  was 
ready  to  put  to  feu,  Don  Juan  met 
with   what  very  much  alarmed  his 
fears. 

'  Mezzoraorto  fent  for   him;    and 
being  entered  his  clofet,  "  Alvaro," 
laid    he,  "  you  are  free:   you  may 
1  return  to  Spain  whenever  you  pleafej 
'  and  thefe  prefents  which  I  promifed 
'  you  are  ready.     I  faw  the  fair  Have 
'  to-day;  and  oh  !   how  valtly  diffe- 
'  rent  does  (he  appear  from  the  fame 
'  perfon  whofe  griefs  have  given  me 
'  lo   much    pain !     The  fenfe  of  her 
1  captivity   every   day  wears  off.     I 
1  found  her  fo  charming,  that  I  have 
'  this  moment  refolved  to  marry  her. 
'  She    fliall   be  my  wife  within  the 
'   iprv.-c  ot  two  day<>." 
'  At  thefe  words  the  ToV-J^n  chang- 
ed colour;   and,  notwithstanding  all 
thv  ituYaint  he  laid  on  himfcif,  could 
not  hide  his  dilfcurbance  and  furprite 
from   the  dey,    who  aficed  hun  the 
caufe  of  tli.it  dilWder. 
"  My  loid,"  Eiilwered  Don  J«?.n, 
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all  in  confufion,  "  I  am  doubtlefs 
'  veiy  much  amazed,  to  think  that 
1  one  of  the  greatell  lords  of  the  Ot- 
'  toman  empire  mould  ib  debate  him- 
'  felf  as  to  marry  a  flave.  I  very 
'  well  know  it  is  not  unprecedented 
'  amongft  you ;  but  for  the  illuftrious 
'  Mezzomorto,  who  may  pretend  to 
1  the  daughter  of  the  principal  officers 
'  of  the  porte— "  *'  I  allow  what 
'  you  fay,"  interrupted  the  dey,  "  I 
'  might  at  the  fame  time  afpire  to  the 
1  grand  vizir's  daughter,  and  flatter 
'  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  fucceeding 
'  my  father-in-law;  but  I  have  an 
'  immenfe  erlate,  and  am  not  very 
'  ambitious.  I  prefer  the  eafe  and 
'  pleafures  which  I  enjoy  here  in  my 
"  vizirfhip,  to  that  dangerous  ho- 
"  nour;  to  which  we  are  no  fooner 
<{  raifed,  than  the  fear  of  the  fultans, 
"  and  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  near  them, 
"  who  envy  us,  precipitate  us  into  the 
"  lowed  abyfs  of  mifery.  Befides,  I 
'*  love  my  (lave,  and  her  beauty  qua- 
"  lifies  her  to  deferve  the  dignity  to 
"  which  my  affection  invites  her. 

"  But,"  adds  he,  "  in  order  to  de- 

"  ferve  the  honours  I  defign  her,  (he 

"  muft  this  very  day  change  her  reli- 

"  gion.     Do  you  believe  that  any  ri- 

"  diculous  prejudices  will   prevail  on 

"  her  to  defpife  my  offers?" — "  No, 

'*  my  lord,"  returned    the  Toledan, 

"  I  am  perfuaded  that  me  will  facri- 

"  fice  all  to  fuch  a  high  elevation.  But 

"  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  you 

*'  ought  not  to  marry  her  fo  haftily  : 

f  do  nothing    rafhly  ;   it  is  not  to  be 

'  doubted,  but  that  the  thoughts  of 

'  abandoning  the  religion   fucked  in 

'  with  her  mother's  milk  will  ftartle 

'  her  at  firft.     Give  her  then  time  to 

'  coniuler  of  it ;    when  (he  represents 

'  to  herfelf,  that  in  (lead  of  difhonour- 

*'  ing  and  afterwards  differing  her  to 

"  grow  old  and  neglected  amdngft  the 

'  veil  of  your  captives,  you  join  her  to 

'  yourfelf  by  fuch  a  glorious   mar- 

'  riage,  her  gratitude  and  vanity  will 

'   by  little  and  little  remove  her  fcru- 

'  pies.     Defer  therefore  the  execution 

"  of  your  defign  For  eight  days  only." 

*  The   dey    continued    fome     time 

thinking.      H^did  not  at  all  like  the 

deiny  Ins  confident  propofed,  whole 

advice  however  appeared  reasonable. 

'   I  yield  to  yourrt-afon,"  interrupted 

the  dey  ;   "  though  I  am  fo  impatient 

"  to  enjoy  the  fair  flaye,    I  will  yet 


"  wait  eight  days.  Go  immediately 
"  to  her,  and  difpofe  her  to  accom- 
"  plifh  my  defires  at  tlie  expiration  of 
"  that  time.  I  defire  that  the  fame 
"  Alvaro,  who  has  fo  faithfully  dif- 
"  charged  himiflf  with  regard  to  her, 
"  may  have  the  honour  to  offer  her 
"  my  matiimonial  faith." 

'  Don  Juan  flew  to  the  apartment 
'  of  Donna  Theodora,  and  informed 

*  her  what  paffed  betwixt  Mezzomorto 

*  and   him,  that   (he  might  regulate 
'   herfelf  accordingly.  He  alfo  told  her 
'  that  the   renegade's  (hip  would    be 
'  ready  in  fix  days  ;  but  (he  telling  him 
4  that  (he  was  in  great  pain  to  know 
'  how  flie  fhould  get  out  of  her  apart - 
4  ment,    fince  all    the  doors    of   the 
'  chambers,  through  which   me  was 
'  obliged   to  pafs   to  reach  the  flairs, 

*  were  clofe  (hut;   "  You  ought  not 
"  to  give  yourfelf  much  trouble   on 
"  that   account,  Madam,"  faid  Don 
'  Juan;  "   one  of  your  clofet  win- 
"  dows  opens  into  the  garden,   and 
"  from  thence  you  may  defcend  by  a 
"  ladder  which  I  will  provide  you." 

'  Accordingly,  the  fix  days  being 
c  expired,  Francifco  advertiied  theTo- 
'  ledan,  that  the  renegade  was  prepar- 
4  ing  to  depart  the  nex!t  night ;  which 
'  you  may  very  well  think  was  expe6t- 
'  ed  with  great  impatience.  The  time 

*  came  at  laft,   and  what  rendered  it 

*  yet  more  lucky>  was,  that  it  grew 
'  very  dark.     When  the  moment  de- 
'  (lined  for  the  execution  of  their  en- 

*  terprize  came,  Don  Juan  railed  the 
'  ladder  to  Donna  Theodora's  clofet- 

*  window,  who  no  fooner  faw  it,  than 
'  (he  defcended   on  it  with  the  utmolt 
'  concern  and  ha(te,  and  then   leaned 
'   on  the  falfe  Alvaro,  who  concluded 
'  her  to  the  little  garden-door,  which 
'  opened  on  the  l"ea. 

'  They  made  all  pofuble  hafte,  and 
'  before-hand  feemed  to  taite  the  plea- 

*  fures   of   being  freed  from  flavery  ; 
c   but  fortune,  who  was  not  perfectly 
'   reconciled  to  thefe  lovers,  railed    a 
'  more  cruel  misfortune  than  all  thole 
'  which  they  had  hitherto  fuftered,  and 
'which  they  could  not  forefee. 

'  Tney  were  gotten  out  of  the  gar- 
1  den,  and  hallening  to  the  fca-fkle  to 

*  reach    the  boat,    which    waited   for 

*  them,  when  a  man  whom  they  took 
'  for  ope  of  their  crew,    and  which 
«  they  did    not   at  all  mifh-uft,   came 

*  directly  to  Don  Juan,   with  a  naked 

*  fword, 
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*  (Word,    and   running    him  into  the 
'  breaft,  4<  Perfidious  Alvaro  Ponce!" 
«  cried  he,  "  it  is  thus  rhnt  Don  I'.ulri- 
"  que  de  Mendo^a  is  obliged  to  pu- 
"  nifh  a  villainous  rnvifher.     You  do 

r  dcferve  tint  I  fhould  attack  you 
"  like  a  m:m  of  honour." 

•  Don  Juan  could  not  refiftthe  force 

*  of  the  pufh,  which  threw  him  down; 
'   and  at    the  lame  time  Donna  Theo- 

*  dora,  whom  he  fupported,  feized  at 
'  once    with   amazement,   grief,    and 
'  the  fright,    fwooned    away    on    the 
'  other  fide.     "  Ah,  Mendo^a  !"  (aid 
'  tlie  Toledan,  "  what  have  you  done? 
"  It  isDonJutn  that  you  have  wound- 
44  ed!" — "    Juft     Heaven!"     replied 
'  Don  Fa'drique,  "  is  it  poflible  that  I 
«'  fliould    affaflinate— "     "  I    forgive 
"  you    my   death,"  returned  Zaratej 
"  fate  alone  is  to  be  blamed;  or  ra- 
*'  ther  it  was  defigned  thus  to  put  an 
"  end  to  our  miferies.     Yes,  my  dear 
"  Mendoga,  I  die  contented,  fmce  I 
"  put  into   your  hands  the  beautiful 
14  Theodora,  who  can  allure  you  that 
*'  my  friendfhip  for  you  has  never  been 
41  violated." 

"  Too  generous  friend,"  faid  Don 
'  Fadrique,  feized  with  a  violent  de- 
'  fpair,  "  you  (hall  not  die  alone;  the 
44  iame  fword  which  plunged  tlms  cru- 
"  elly  into  your  breaft  fhall  punifli 
41  your  murderer.  Though  my  mif- 
"  take  may  excufe  my  crime,  it  can- 
"  not  comfort  me."  At  thefe  words 
'  he  turned  the  point  of  his  fword  to 
'  his  breaft,  run  it  up  to  the  hilt,  and 
'  fell  upon  Don  Juan,  who  fainied 
'  away,  lefs  enfeebled  by  his  own 
«  wound  than  his  friend's  rage. 

*  Francifco  and  the  renegade,   who 

*  were  but  ten  paces  off,  and  who  had 

*  their  reafons  which    detained  them 

*  from  running  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
'  flave  Alvaro,  were  extremely  afto- 
4  nifhed  to  hear  Don  Fadriqtie's  words, 
«  and  to  fee  his  laft  action.     They  then 
«  found    their    miftake,    and  that  the 
4  wounded  men  were  two  friends,  and 
«  not  mortal  enemies  as  they  thought. 

.'  They  ran  to  their  afli ftance ;  but  find- 
4  ing  them  fenfelefs,  as  well  as  Donna 

*  Theodora,  who  yet  remained  in  her 
'.fwoon,  they  were  at  a  lofswhatmea- 
'  fures  to  take.     Francifco  was  of  opi  - 

*  nion  that  they  (hould  content  thcm- 
4  felves  with  carrying  off  the  lady,  anJ 
«  leave  the  gentlemen  on  the   fliore, 


*  where,  according  to  all  appearances, 
'  they  would  immediately  die,  if  they 
4  were  not  yet  dead.     But  the  rene- 
'  gadc  was  not  of  that  opinion.     He 
'  concluded  thry  ought  not  to  be  left; 
4  that  their  wounds  might  perhaps  not 
4  be  mortal,  and  that  he  could  drefs 
1  them  on  board,  where  he  had  all  the 

*  inftruments    of    his    former    trade, 
4  which    he    had    not    yet   forgotten. 
4  Francifco  fell  in  with  his  opinion. 

4  As  he  was  not  ignorant  of  what 

*  importance  it  was  to  b%  expeditious, 
4  the  renegade  and  he,  by  the  afliftance 
4  of  fome  (laves,  carried  into  their  (kiff 
4  the  unhappy  widow  Cifuentes,  and 
4  her  two  lovers  yet  more  unfortunate 
'  than  (he;  and  in  a  very  few  minutes 
4  reached  their  (hip.     As  foon  as  they 
4  were  all  gotten  on   board,  fome  of 
4  them  fpread  their  fails,  whilft  others 
4  on  their  knees  on  the  deck  implored 
'  the  nfliftance  of  Heaven,  by  the  moft 
4   fervent  petitions,   which  the  fear  of 
4  being purfued  by  Mezzomorto'sfliips 
4  could  infpirc. 

4  The  renegade,  after  having  charg- 
4  ed  with  the  management  of  the  (hip, 
4  a  French  flave,  who  underftood  it 
4  perfectly  well,  applied  Jiimfdf  firft 

*  to  Donna  Theodora,    whom  he  re- 

*  covered  out  of  her  fwoon,  and  then 
4  took  fuch  fuccefsful  care  of  Don  Fa- 
4  drique  and  the  Toledan,  that  they 
4  alfo  recovered  their  fenfes.     Thewi- 
4  dow  Cifuentes,  who  fainted  away  at 
4  the  fight  of  Don  Juan'sbeing  wound- 
'  ed,  was  very  much  furprized  to  find 
4  Mendoc.a  there;    arid  though  at  the 
4  fight  of  him  (he  really  believed  that  he 
4  had  fallen  on  his  own  fword,  for  grief 
4  of  having  wounded   his  friend,   yet 
4  (he  could  not  look  on  him  otherwjfe 
4  than    the  murderer  of  the  man  (he 
4  loved. 

4  It  was  certainly  the  moft  moving 
4  fcene  in  the  world,  to  (Ve  thefe  thrte 
4  perfons  returned  to  themfelves:  and 
4  the  condition  out  of  which  they  had 
4  been  recovered,  though  a  refcm- 
4  blance  of  death,  did  not  more  de- 

*  ferve   pity.     Donna  Theodora  ear- 
4  neftly  looked   on   Don   Juan,   with 
4  eyes  in  which  were  painted,  in  lively 
4  colours,  all  the  emotions  of  a  foul 
4  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  defpair. 
'  And  the   two   friends  fixed  on    her 
4  their  dying  eyes,  feebly  uttering  the 
'  moft  profound  fighs. 

QT  «  After 
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'  After  having  for  fome  time  kept  a 

*  filence  equally  tender  and  unhappy, 
'  Don  Fadrique   thus  broke  it,  by  ad- 

*  drefling  himfelf  to  the  widow  Cifu- 
'  entes:    "  Madam,"   fa-id  he,  "  be- 
*'  fore  I  die,  I  have  yet  the  fatisfacYion 
"  to  fee  you  delivered  out  of  flavery; 
"  would  to  Heaven  that  you  were  in- 
"  debted  for  your  liberty  to  me,,  but 
"  it  has  appointed  that  you  mould  owe 
"  that  obligation  to  live  man  you  love! 
"  I  love  that  rival  too  well  to  murmur 
e<  at  it,  and  wifh  that  the  wound  which 
"  I  have  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  give 
"  him,    may   not  prevent  the  full  en- 
"  joyment  of  your  grateful  acknow- 
"  iedgments."     The    lady    made  no 
T  anfwer  to  thefe  words,  but  far  from 

*  being  then  fenfible  of  the  melancholy 

*  fate  of  Don  Fadrique,  (he  was  only 
'  influenced    by  the  averfion  to  him, 
'  which  the  prefent  condition  of  the 

*  Toledan  had  infpired. 

*  In  the   mean  time  the  chirurgeon 
'  prepared  to  examine  and  probe  "the 

*  wounds.     He  began  with  that  of  Don 
'  Ju?n,  and  did  not  find  it  dangerous, 
'   by  rcafon  the  pafs  had  only  glanced 
'  below  the  left    pap,    and    had    not 
«  touched  any  of  the  nobler  vital  parts. 

*  This  report  of  the  chirurgeon  very 

*  much  abated  Donna  Theodora's  af- 
'  fli&ion,    and    equally  rejoiced  Don 
'  Fadrique;  who  turning  his  head  to- 

*  ward  that  lady,    "  I  am  fatisfied," 
'  la>d  hej.-  "  I  leave  this  life  without 
"  regret,    fince    my   friend  is  out  of 
"  danger:  I  fliall  not  then  die  laden 
r<  with  your  hate."  ' 

*  Thefe  words  were  uttered  with  fuch 

*  a    moving    air,   that  Theodora  was 

*  touched  by  them;  and  as  her  fear  for 

*  Don  Juan  grew  over,  me  ceafed  to 
'  hate  Don  Fadrique,  and  no  longer 
'  looked   on   him  otherwife   than  as  a 

*  man  who  deferved  her  pity.     "  Ah 
•'  Mendoc,a!"  cried  (he,  influenced  by 

*  a    generous    tranfport,     "  Jet   your 
e  wound  be  drcfled,  it  is  not  perhaps 
*'  more  dangerous  than  that  of  your 
"  friend.     Oh?   yield  to   our  care  of 
'*  your  life;  and  if  I  cannot  make  you 
"  happy,  at  leaft  I  will  not  beffow  that 
"  felicity  on  another  ;  but  out  of  com- 

'  paflion  andtendernefs  for  you,  Iwill 
c  withold  the  hand  which  I  defigned 
'  to  give  Don  Juan,  and  offer  to  you 
'  the  iHtnefacrifics  which  he  has  made 
you." 
Don  Fadrique  was  going  to  reply, 


but  the  chirurgeon,  afraid  that  fpeak- 
ing  might  prejudice  him,  obliged  him 
to  filence,  and  fearched  his  wound, 
which  he  judged  mortal,  by  reafon 
tli2  Iword  had  pierced  the  upper  part 
of  his  lungs,  as  he  concluded  from 
his  exceflive  flux  of  blood,  the  con->- 
fequence  of  which  was  very  much  to 
be  feared.  As  foon  as  he  had  drcf- 
fed  the  gentlemen,  he  caufed  them  to 
bs  carried  to  his  own  cabbin,  to  repcfe 
them  on  two  beds,  one  next  the  other  j 
and  conducted  Donna  Theodora  thi- 
ther, whofe  prefence  he  thought 
would  not  be  prejudicial  to  them. 
'Notwithftandingallthis  care,  Men- 
d«9a  fell  into  a  fever,  and  towards 
night  the  flux  of  blood  augmented. 
The  chirurgeon  then  told  him  he  was 
incurable;  and  informed  him,  that  if 
he  had  any  thing  to  fay  to  his  friend 
or  to  Donna  Theodora,  he  had  no 
time  to  lofe.  This  news  ftrangely 
afti'ifled  the  Toledan;  but  Don  Fa- 
drique received  it  with  indifference. 
Hefent  for  the  widow  Cifuentes,  who 
came  to  him  in  a  condition  much  ea- 
fier  to  be  imagined  than  defcribed. 
*  Her  face  was  covered  with  tears, 
and  fiie  fobbed  with  fo  much  vio- 
lence, that  fiie  difturbed  Mendocji. 
c  Madam/'  faidhe,  "  lam  unworthy 
'  thofe  precious  tears  that  you  fhed; 

*  reftrain  them,  I  beg,  for  a  moment. 
'  — I  aflc  the  fame  of  you,  dear  Za- 
'  rate,"  adds  he,  obferving  the  infup- 

portabls  grief  which  his  friend  mew- 
ed. "  I  know  that  this  feparatioti 
'  mu ft  very  fenlibly  afflict  you  ;,  I  am 
'  too  well  acquainted  withyouifriend- 
'.  fliip  to  doubt  it:  but  I  befeech 
1  you  to  ftay  till  my  death,  and  re- 
'  ierve  thefe  tears  to  honour  it  with  fo 
'  many  marks  of  tenderntfs  and  pity; 
'  fufpend  your  giief  till  then,  fince 
'  that  touches  me  more  than  the  lofs 
'  of  my  life.  I  muft  acquaint  you 
1  through  what  meanders  of  fate  I 
'  was  conducted  to  this  fatal  fhore, 
'  where  I  have  tainted  myfelf  with  my 

*  friend's  blood,  and  with  my  own. 
c  You  muft  be  in  pain  to  know  how 
'  I  could  take  Don  Juan  for  Don  Al- 
4  varo,  but  1  will  immediately  inform 
'  you,  if  the  fmaJI  remainder  of  life 
'  will  allow  Hie  to  make  that  melan- 

*  choly  difcovery. 

"  Some  hours  after  the  fliipin  whicTt 
"  I  was  had  quitted  that  wherein  I  left 
"  Don  Juan,  we  met  a  French-  priva- 
«  teer,' 
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l  teer,  which  attacked  and  took  the 

'  Tunis  (hip,  and  fet  us  on  fhore  at 

nut.   I  w.is  no  fooner  at  liberty, 

t!\an  I    thought  of  ranfbming  Don 

<  J  nan,  to  which  end  I  went  to  Vnlen- 
cia,  and  raifed  money;  and  on  advice 
that  at  Barcelona  there  were  fevcral 
monks  of  the  order  for  the  redemp- 
tion  of  flaves  ready  to  fet  out  for 
Algiers,  I  refolved  not  to  lofe  this 
occafion.     But  before  I  left  Valen- 
cia,  I  entreated  Don  Francifco  de 
Mendoc,a,  my  uncle,  to  ufe  all  his  in- 
tereft  at  the  court  of  Spain  to  obtain 
a  pardon  for  my  friend,  becaufe  my 
defign  was  to  bring  him  back  with 
me,  and  re-eftablifh  him  in  his  ef- 
tate,  which  was  confifcated  after  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Naxera. 

"  As  foon  as  we  were  arrived  at  Al- 
giers,  I  went  to  the  places  frequented 
by  (laves;  but  having  run  through 
all  of  them,  I  did  not  find  what  I 
fearched  for.  1  met  the  Catalan  re- 
negade,  to  whom  this  veflTel  belongs, 
whom  <I  remembered  formerly  to 
have  been  in  my  uncle's  fervice.  I 
told  him  the  occafion  of  my  voyage, 
and  defired  him  to  make  a  ftrict 
fearch  for  my  friend.  "  I  am  for- 
ry,  Sir,"  faid  he,  <l  I  cannot  ferve 
-  you.  I  am  to  leave  Algiers  to-night 
with  a  lady  of  Valencia,  who  is  a 
flave  to  the  dey." — ''  Pray  what  is 
the  lady's  name?"  laid  I.  "  Her 
name,"  replied  he,  "  is  Theodora." 
"  My  furprize  at  hearing  this  was 
enough  to  let  the  renegade  fee  that  I 
was  concerned  for  that  lady.  He 
difcovered  to  me  the  defign  he  laid 
to  knock  off  her  chains.  And  as  he 
mentioned  one  Alvaro  in  his  ftory, 
I  did  not  doubt  but  it  was  Alvaro 
Ponce  himfelf.  "  AIM  my  refent- 
ment, "cried  I.  tranfported,  tothe  re- 
negade; "  help  me  to  revenge  myfelf 
on  my  enemy." — "  You  mall  foon 
be  fatisfied,"  anfwered  hej  "  but  let 
m«  fir(t  know  your  caufe  of  com- 
plaint  againft  Alvaro."  Upon  this, 
i  told  him  our  whole  ftory;  and  he 
having  heard  it,  "  It  is  enough," 
cried  he:  "  you  need  only  accom- 
pany  me  on  the  night  chofen  for  oui^ 

<  departure,  where  you  will   fee  your 

<  enemy;  and  after  you  have  pu turned 
him,  you  (hall  take  his  place,  and 

'  join   with  us   in  conducting  Donna 
«  Theodora  to  Valencia." 
•'  Yet  this  impatience  did  not  hiiv'er 
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1  my  fearch  after  Don  Juan;  but  de- 
1  fpairiog  to  hear  any  news  r.f  him,   I 
1  left  money   for   his    r.mfom    in    the 
1  hands  of  an  Italian  merchant,  named 
;  Francifco  Capati,  who  lives  at  Al- 
:  giers,  and  undertook   his  ranfom  if 
1  he  could  ever  find  him. 
"  At  laft  ihe  night  appointed  for  our 
departure    and  my    revenge    came, 
when  I  went   to   the  renegade,   w'io 
led  m*  to  that  part  of  the  fea-fhore 
behind  Mezzomorto's  gardens.    We 
ftopt  at  a  little  door  that  foon  open- 
ed, whence  came  out  a    man  who 
;  made  direclly  up  to  us,  pointing  with 
1  his  finger  to  a  man  and  woman  who 
'  were  coming  after  him.     "  Thofe 
!  who  follow  me,"  faid  he,  "  are  At- 
!  varo  and  Donna  Theodora." 

"  At  this  fight,  enraged  to  the  laft 
'  degree,  I  drew  my  fword,  ran  to  the 
:  unfortunate  Alvaro,  and  perfuaded 
;  that  it  was  my  hateful  riv  1  whom 
1  I  was  approaching,  I  wounded  that 
'  faithful  friend,  whole  uncertain  def- 
1  tiny  was  the  caufe  of  all  my  difturb- 
r  ance.  But,  thanks  to  Heaven!"  con- 
tinued he  in  a  fofter  tone,  "  my 
[  miftake  will  neither  coft  him  his  life, 
1  nor  the  eternal  tears  of  Donna  The- 
1  odcral" 

"  Ah,   Mendo5a!"  interrupted  the 

lady,    "  you  injure  my  affliction;  I 

'•  (hall  never  comfort  myfelf  for  the 

1  lofs    of  you;  for   though    I   mould 

1  even  marry  yovr  friend,  u  would  be 

;   only  unitirg  our  griefs:  your  love, 

:  your  friendship,  and   your  misfor- 

'  tunes,  would  be  the  whole  fubjeft 

1  of  our  difcourfe."— •"  It  is  too  much, 

:  Madam,"   replied    Don    Fadriquej 

1  I  am  not  worthy  your  fo  long  mourn- 

;  ing  for  me.     Allow,  I  conjure  you, 

Zarate  to  marry  you,   after   he  (hall 

have  revenged  you  of  Alvaro  Ponce." 

— "  Don  Alvaro  is  no  more,"   replied 

the  widow  Cifuentes;  "  the  fame  day 

that  he  feized  me,  he  was  killed  by 

1  the  pirate  who  took  me  " 

"  Madam,"  laid  MMH!  ^a,  "  thi« 
;  news  gives  me  pleafurf;  my  friend 
1  will  the  fooner  be  happy:  follow 
[  without  rellraint  the  guidance  of 
1  your  mutual  paflion;  I  fee  with  joy 
1  the  moment  approaching,  which 
1  will  remove  the  oHiacle  your  com- 
1  pafllnn  and  his  gmerofiry  have  raifed 
1  to  prevent  your  mutual  happinefs. 
[  May  all  your  d;»ys  t  c  fpmt  in  re- 
1  pofc  and  union,  which  the  jealoufy 
Qji  "  of 
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*'  of  fortune  may  not  dare  to  difturb! 

"  Adieu,  Madam — adieu,  Don  Juan! 

"  vouchfafe  both  of  you  fometimes  to 

'*  remember  a  man,  who  never  loved 

*c  any  fo  well  as  you." 

«  The  lady  and  the  Toledan,  inftead 
of  anfwering,  redoubled  their  tears; 
Don  Fadrique,    who    perceived    it, 
'and  found  himfelf  very  ill    thus  con- 
tinued:  "  I  grow  too  tender;   death 
f  has    already   furrounded   me,  and  I 

*{  forget  tofupplicatethe  Divine  Good- 

*'  nefs,  to  pardon  my  having  fhorten- 
ed  a  life  which  he  alone  ought  to 
have  difpofed  of."  At  thefe  words 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  with 
all  the  figns  of  a  fincere  repentance, 
and  the  flux  of  blood  immediately  oc- 
cafioned  a  fuffocation,  and  carried 
him  off. 

'  Then  Don  Juan,  hurried  by  his 
defpair,  tore  off  his  planters,  and 
would  hav-j  rendered  his  wound  in- 
curable; but  Francifco  and  the  re-, 
negade  threw  themfelves  on  him,  and 
oppofed  his  diftra&ion;  and  Donna 
Theodora,  terribly  affrighted  at  this 
furious  tranfport,  aflifled  them  both 
in  diverting  Don  Juan  from  his  de- 
fign.  She  befought  him  with  fuch  a 
moving  air,  th.it  returning  to  him- 
felf, he  fnfF  red  his  wound  to  be 
again  bound  up;  and  at  laft  the  in- 
tereft  of  'a  lover,  by  flow  degrees, 
abated  the  rage  of  a  friend.  But  if 
he  recovered  his  reafon.  it  ferved  on- 
ly to  prevent  the  diftrafted  effecls  of 
his  grief,  and  not  to  diminish  the 
fenfe  of  it, 

'  The  renegade,  who,  amongft 
other  things  he  had  brought  out  of 
Spain,  had  fome  excellent  Arabian 
baliam  and  precious  perfumes,  em- 
balm' d  Mendf  9a's  body  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  lady  and  Don  Juan, 
who  allured  him,  that  at  Valencia 
.they  would  perform  all  the  honours 
of  his  fepulture.  The  two  lovers  too 
pnflionately  indulged  their  grief  all 
the  while  they  were  on  board;  but 
the  reft  were  more  chearful;  and, 
the  wind  being  favourable,  they  were 
not  long  before  they  difcovered  the 
coafts  of  Spain. 

«  At  that  fight  all  the  flaves  yielded  . 
themfelves  up  to  joy;  and  when  the 
veflel  was  happily  arrived  at  the  port 
of  Denia,  every  one  took  a  different 
courfe.  The  widow  Cifuentes  and 
the  Toledan  fent  a  courier  to  Valen- 


'  cia  with  letters  for  the  governor  and 
4  Donna  Theodora's  family.  i  he 
'  news  of  that  lady's  return  w  .  s  receiv- 
'  ed  with  all  poffihle expreffiiom  of  joy 
'  by  all  her  relations;  buf  Don  Fran- 

*  cifco  de  Memii  C/A  was  extr-mely  af- 
'  flicked  at  the  lofs   of  his  nephew;  he 
'   (liicovfiecl    it    very   plainly  when    he 
'  accompanied  the  widow  Cifuentes's 
'  relations  to  Denii,   where   he  defired- 

*  to   fee  thf  coipfe  <  f  ihe  unfortunate 

*  Don  .Fadrique.      The  good  old  man* 
'   then   melted   into   tears,   and   uttered 
'  fnch  lamentable  complaints,  as  fcn- 
'  fibly  touched  ail  the  fpeflators.     He 
'  enquired   by  what  aiivtrntvire  his  ne- 

*  phew  fell. 

"  I    will   tell    you   my   lord,"  faid 

*  the  Toledan;  "  far  from  blotting  it 
"  out  of  my  memory,  I  take  a  melan- 
"  choly  pleafure  in  continually  calling 
"  him  to   mind,  and  feeding  my  for-- 
"  rows."     He  then  related  to  him  the 

*  fad  accident ;  and  the  recital    of  his 
'  ftory  drawing  irrfh   tf-ars  from  him, 
'  redoubled   thofe   of  Don  Francifco. 
'  As  for   Donna  Theodora,   her  rela- 
'  tions  expreiTed  their  great  joy  to  fee 
'  her  again,  and  ftlicitated  her  on  the 

*  miraculous   manner  of  her  delivery 
«  from  the  tyranny  of  Mezzomoi  to. 

4  After  a  perfect  relation  of  all  par- 
'  ticulars,  Don  Fadrique's  corpfe  was 
'  put  into  a  coach,  and  carried  to  Va- 
'  lencia,  but  not  buried  there;  be- 
'  caufe  Don  Francifco  de  Mendoca, 
'  preparing  to  live  at  Madrid,  refolved 

*  to  have   his   nephew's  body  carried 
<  to  that  city. 

'  While  all  manner  of  preparations 
'  were  making  for  their  journty,  the 
'  widow  Cifuentes  loaded  Francifco 

*  and  the  renegade  with  prefents  equal 

*  to  their  wifttes.     Francifco  went   to 

*  Navarre,  and  the  renegade  immedi- 
'  ately  returned  with    his    mother  to 
«  Barcelona;  there,   having  renounced 
'  his  errors,  and  reconciled  himfelf  to 
'   the  church,    he  lives  .in  a  reputable 
'  manner  at  this  prefent  time. 

'  In  themean  while  alfo,  Don  Fran- 
'  cifco  received  a  packet  from  the 
'  court,  wherein  was  Don  Juan's 
'  pardon;  which  the  king,  notwith- 
'  (landing  the  great  value  he  had  for 

*  the  houfe  of  Naxera,  could   not   re- 
'  fufe  the  Mendoga's,  who   all   joined 

*  in  ("eliciting  it.     This  news  w.is  the 
'  more  agreeable  to  the  Toledan,  be- 

*  caufe  it  procured  him  the  liberty  of 

«  accom- 
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accompany  ing  the  corpfe  of  his 
w|iich  he  durft  not  have  done  with- 
out it. 

*  At  laft  they  nil   fet  forwards,  ac- 
companied with  a  great  number  of 
pfrfons  of  quality;  :md   as   foon  as 

Arrived  at  Madrid,  they  buried 
the  corpfe  of  Don  Fadrique  in  a 
church  where  Zarate  and  Donna 
Theodora  raifed  a  noble  monument 
over  his  grave.  They  did  not  flop 
there;  but  kept  themfelves  in  mourn- 
in?  for  their  friend  for  the  fpace  of  a 
whole  year,  to  eternize  their  grief 
and  friendihip. 

*  After    having  given    fiich   fignal 
marks  of  their  tendernefs  for  Men- 
doc,i,  they  married;   but  by  an  in- 
conceivable  effeft  of  the   power  of 
friendship,  Don  Juan  long  retained 
his  melancholy  for  his  friend,  which 
nothing  was   able  to  remove.     Don 
Fadrique  was  always  prefent  in  his 
thoughts;  he   law   him  every  nijjht 
in  his  drcims,   and  generally  jutl  as 
he  had  ften  him  breathing  his  laft. 
But   yet   his   reafon  began  to  difpel 
thefe  melancholy  views;  and  Donna 
Theodora's  charms,  with  which  he 
was   captivated,  triumphed,    by  lit- 
tle and  little,  over  th*  fid  remem- 
brance of  Mendo9*.     To  conclude, 
at  laft. Don  Juan  was   going  to  live 
happily,   and  very  contentedly;  but 
a  few  days  paft  he  fell  from  his  horfe, 
as  he    was    hunting,    and    hurt    his 
head;  the  wound  grew  to  an  impoit- 
hume,  fo   that   the  phyficians  could 
not  fave  him.     He  is  juft  dead;  and 
Theodora,  the  lady  whom   you   fee 
in  the  arms  of  two  women  who  are 
watching   her  difira&ion,  may  pro- 
bably foon  follow  him.1 

CHAP.     VII. 

OF       DREAMS. 

WHEN  Afmodeus    had    ended 
his  (tory,  Don  Cleofas  faid  to 

him,  '  This  is  a  very  fine  image  of 
friendmip,  but  it  is  rare  to  find  two 
men  love  one  another  like  Don  Juan 
and  Don  Fadrique;  and  I  believe  it 
will  be  more  dtfficult  to  meet  with 
two  ladies  fo  good  friends,  as  gene- 
roufly  to  m;ike  a  reciprocal  facrifice 
of  their  lovers  to  each  other.' 
'  Without  doubt/  fays  the  devil, 

*  it  is  what  has  not  been  yet,  auU 


never  will  be  feen  in  this  world : 
women  are  not  fo  complaifint  to 
one  another.  Suppofe  two  ladies 
love  each  other  in  an  unufual  de- 
gree, their  fiundfhip  may  be  ten- 
der and  fincere,  and  they  may  even 
forbear  fpeaking  ill  of  one  another 
in  abfence,  Aicli  good  friends  may 
they  be;  and  that,  I  a  flu  re  you,  is 
agreatde.il:  yet  if  you  meet  with 
them,  and  incline  more  to  the  one 
than  the  other,  rage  piefently  feizes 
live  fair-one  that  is  flighted;  not 
that  (he  loves  you,  but  (he  would  be 
preferred.  This  is  the  nature  of  all 
women;  they  are  tao  jealous  one  of 
another  to  be  capable  of  friendship.* 

*  The  (lory  of  thefe  two  unparalleled 
friends,'  replied  Leandro  Perez,  '  is 
a  little  romantick,   and  has  taken  us 
up  too  much  time.    The  night  is  Al- 
ready  far    advanced,    and    we   mall 
immediately    fee    the   day  begin    to 
break.     But  ftill  I  expeft  a  frefh  en- 
tertainment from  you.     I  fee   abun- 
dance of  people  aflecp,  and  mould  be 
glad  to  know  what  they  are  dream- 
ing of.'— 'With  all   my  heart,'  an- 

wered    the  dsmon;   '   I   fee  you  love 
variety,  and  I  will  oblige  you.' 
«  I  fancy,'  faid  Zambullo,  «  I  mall 
hear   a   great  many  very  ridiculous 
dreams.' — '  Why  fo?'   anfwered  the 

ripple.  '  You,  who  are  matter  of 
Ovid,  mtift  know  what  the  poet  fays, 
that  it  is  towards  day-break  that 
dreams  are  trueft,  becaufe  at  that 
time  the  foul  is  difengaged  from  the 
vapours  arifmcj  from  digeftion.'— 
For  my  part,'  replied  the  ftudent, 
whatever  Ovid  may  ple.ife  to  fay  on 
this  matter,  I  have  no  faith  in 
dreams.'—'  You  are  in  the  wrong 
then,'  anfwered  Afmodeus;  «  one 
mould  neither  believe  them  all,  nor 
treat  them  all  as  chimerical;  for  they 
are  a  fort  of  liars  that  fometimes  fpeak 
truth.  The  Emperor  Auguftus, 
whofe  head  fure  was  as  good  as  a 
ftudent's,  defpifed  no  dreams  where- 
in he  found  himfelf  concerned;  and, 
at  the  battle  of  Philippi,  was  very 
near  leaving  his  tent,  upon  there- 
cital  of  a  dream  relating  to  him.  I 
could  give  a  thoufand  inftances  to 
convince  you  of  your  raflinefs,  but 
(hall  pafs  them  over,  to  oblige  you 
in  this  new  inclination  you  fo  much 
long  to  have  fatisfied. 

*  Let  uj  begin  with  that  fine  houfe 

*  on 
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*  on  the   right-hand;  the  mafter  of  it, 

*  -whom  you   fee   deeping  in  thofe  rich 

*  iodgings,   is  a  liberal  and  debauched 
'  count;  "he  is  dreaming  that  he  is  at 

*  the  play,  that  he  hears  a  young  ac- 
'  -tret's  fii:g,   and"  is   conquered   by  the 

*  voice  of  rhis  Syren. 

'  In  the  next    apartment    lies    the 

*  countefs  his  wife,  who  loves  play  to 

*  madnefs.    ,  She  is  dreaming  that  (he 

*  has    no  money,    and  is  pawning  her 

*  jewels  to  a  jeweller,  who  lends   her 
"  three   hundred    piftoles    on  them  at 

*  common  intereft. 

'  In    the   next  houfe  to  this  lives  a 
'  marquis,  who  is  in   love  with  a  fa- 

*  mous    coquette:    he  dreams  that  he 

*  has  borrowed  a  considerable  fum  of 

*  money  to  make  her  a  prefentj    and 

*  his  fteward.  who  lies  in    that    little 
'  chamber  there,  a   ftory  higher,  that 
«  he    is  growing  rich    as    his    mailer 
'  grows    poor.      Weil!    what     think 
'  you  of  thefe   two  dreams;  do    they 

*  appear  extravagant?' — '  No,  really,' 
replied    Don    Cleofas;    '  I  find  Ovid 

*  was  in  the  right:  but   I  would  very 

*  fain  know  what  fpark  that  is  who  is 

*  afleepwith  his  mutfachoes  in  papers, 
'  like  ladies  favourites,  and  in  his  deep 
'  lias  an  air  of  gaiety,  which  perfuades 
'  me  he  is  no  vulgar  fellow.' — '  It  is 

*  a  country  gentleman,'  replied  Afmo- 
tleus,  '  a  vifcount  of  Arragon,  proud 
'  and  vain;  his  foul   is  this  very  mo- 

*  rnent  fwimming  in  joy,  for  he  dreams 
'  that  he   is  with  a  great  lord  of  the 
'  court,  who  gives  him   the  place   of 

*  honour  at  a  publick  ceremony.' 

'  But  in  the  fame   houfe  I  fee  two 

*  brothers,  phyficians,  who  are  in  very 

*  mortifying  dreams:  one  dreams  that 

*  there  is  a  law  made,  forbidding  any 

*  one  to  give  a  phyfician  a  fee,    unlefs 
'  the  patient   be  cured;  and  his  bro- 

*  ther,  that  there  is  an  order  publifhed, 
'  requiring    all    doctors    to    go    into 
'  mourning  for  all    the   patients    that 
'  die   in   their    hands'.' — '   Would    to 
'  God!'  quoth  the  ftudent,  '  this  laft 

*  order  was  true;  and  every  doctor  was 
'-obliged  to   go   to  the  funeral  of  his 

*  patients,   as  the  lieutenant-criminal 

*  in  France    is  bound  to  be  prefent  at 

*  the  execution  of  the  malefaftor  he 
'  has  condemned.' — '  The  comparifon 
'  is  junV  replied   the   devil:  «  all  the 
«  difference  is,  that  the  latter  may  be 
f  faid  to  fte  his  fentence  put  into  exe- 


'  cution,  whereas  the  other  has  already 
'  executed  his.' 

Here  Don  Cleofas  interrupted  the 
dxmon,  crying,  '  See,  fee!  who  is  that 
'  gentleman  there  that  rubs  his  eyes, 
«  and  gets  up  fo  haftily?' — «  It  is  a 
'  courtier,'  replied  the  devil,  '  who  i* 
'  foliciting  for  a  government  in  New 

*  Spain;   a   terrible  dream  has  awaked 

*  him.     He  dreamed  the  firft  mirifter 
'  had  looked  coldly  on  him.'—1 1  fee, 
'  too,  a  young  creature  that  feems  jult 
'  awaked,  and   not  very   well   pleafed 
'  with    her  dream.'—'  It  is  a  young 
'  lady  of  condition,  one  as  prudent  as 
'  (he  is  beautiful,  who  is  befieged  by 

*  two  .lovers.     She  has    a    very   great 
'  tendernefs  for  the  one,  and  a  horrid 
'  averfion  for  the  other.     She  juft  now 
'  law   iii   her  dream,    the  gallant   (he 

*  detefts  at   her    feet;  and  he    (hewed 
'  fo  much  love,  and    was   fo  piffling, 

*  that,  had   (he   not   awaked,  die  was 

*  g°ing  to  treat   him  with  more  kind- 
'   nefs  than  (he  ever  treated  the  other 
'  (he    loves.       Din  ing    deep,     nature 
'  throws    off  the  leltraints   of  reafon 
'  and  virtue. 

'  Look  upon  that  houfe  at  the  cor- 
'  ner  of  that  ftreet:  there  lives  an  at- 

*  torney;     fee,    he   is   a-bed   with   his 
'  wife,  in   a   chamber   hung  with  old 

*  tape  (try    hangings  with    antique  fi- 

*  gurcs:  he  dreams    that   he  is  going 
'  to  pay  a  vifit  to  one  of  his    clients 

*  in  the  alms-houfe,  and  gives  him  cha- 
'  rity  out  of  his  own  pocket;   and   his 
'  wife,  that   her  hu(barid  has  turned  a 
'  young  clerk,  of  whom  he  was  jea- 

*  Ions,  out  of  doors.' 

'  I  hear  fomebody  fnore,'  fays  the 
ftivdent,  '  and  believe  it  is  that  fat 

*  fellow  there,  in   the   little  room,  on 
'  the  left-hand   of   us.' — '  The  very 
'  fame,'    replied  Afmodeus;  .'  it   is   a 
'  prebend  dreaming   he   is  faying  his 
«  prayers. 

'  Next  to  him  is  a  mercer,  who  fells 
1  very  clear  bargains  to  people  of  qua- 
'  lity,  but  all  upon  truft;  he  has  a- 
'  bove  ten  thoufand  crowns  owing 
'  him.  He  dreams  his  debtors  are 
'  bringing  him  his  money;  and  his 
'  creditors  are  dreaming  that  he  is  on 
'  the  point  of  breaking.'—'  Thefe  two 
'  dreams,'  faid  the  ftudent,  *  did  not 
'  corne  out  of  the  temple  of  deep  by 

*  the  fame  gate.' — '  No,  I  affure  you,* 
replied  the  daemon:  '  the  firft  for  cer- 

*  tait} 
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*  ttin  came  out  of  the  ivory  gate,  and 
'  the  Iccond  at  that  of  horn. 

•  In  th«  houfe  next  to  the  mercer 
'  lives  a  famous  booklelierj  he  printed 
«  a  book  that  went  off  very  well  a  lit- 

*  tie  while    ago.     When    he    bought 

*  it,   he  promifed   to  give  the  author 
'  fitly    pillules    on  a  fecond    edition; 

*  and  he  dreams  now  of  reprinting  it 
'  without  giving  him  any  notice  of  it.' 

*  Ah!,  docs  he    fo?'    fays  Cleofas 5 

*  I  need  not  afk  out  of  which  gate  this 

*  dre.un  came,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that 

*  it  will  prove  one  of  the  truelt  that 
'  ever  he  had  in  his  life.     I  am  ac- 
'  quainted  with  thofe  worthy  gentle- 
'  men,  the  bookfcllers;   they   make  no 
'  manner   of  confcience    of  cheating 
'  their  authors.'     The drmon  anfwer- 
ed, '  Very  true;   but  you  mould  fpeak 
4  what  you  know  of  thofe  worthy  gen- 
'  tlemen  the  authors,  too.     Upon  my 
'  word,  they  hive  no  more  confcience 
«  than  the  bookfellers.     A  litrle  ad- 

*  venture  that  happened   not  an  hun- 
'  dred  years  ago  at  Madrid,  fliallcon- 
'  vince  you  of  it. 

'  Three  bookfellers  were  at  fupper 
«  together  at  a  tavern,  theconverfation 
'  turned  upon  the  fcarcity  of  good  mo- 
«  dern  books.  Thereupon  one  of  them 
'  faid,  «'As  you  are  my  friends,  I 
"  will  tell  you  in  confidence,  what  a 
«'  bargain  I  had  fome  days  ago.  I 

*  bought  a  copy,  it  was  a  little  dear 
«f  indeed,  but  writen  by  fuch  a  hand, 
•'  it  U  old  gold!"   Another  of  them 

*  then  took  up  the  difcourfe,   telling 
'  them  what  a  bargain  he  had  the  day 
'before.     "  And  I   too,  gentlemen," 
'  cried  the  third,   in   his  turn,   "  will 
"  be  as  communicative   as   either  of 
"  you;    I    have  a  jewel  of    a  manu- 
"  fcript  to  (hew  you,  and  it  was   but 

*  this  very  day  I  had  this   lucky  hit." 
'  At  the  fame   tirrie  each  drew  out  of 
'  their  pockets  the  valuable  copy  they 

*  had  been  talking  of;  and  as   it  ap- 

*  peared    to    be    a   new  piece  for  the 

*  ftage, called  "  The  Wandering  Jew," 

*  they  werein  amaze  to  fee  the  fame  co- 
'  py  had  been  fold  to  them  all  three. 

'  In  another  houfe,'  continued  he, 

*  I  fee  a  timorous  refpeftful  lover,  who 
'  is  juft  awake.     He  is  in  love  with  a 
'  briflt   young  widow,   and   dreamed 
«  that  he  had   her  in  the  middle  of  a 
'  wood,  where  he  faid  abundance  of 
'  fofts  things  to  her,  and  (he  to  him 

*  As,  "Ah!  there's  no  refitting 
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"  I  mould  yield  to  you,  if  I  wai  not 
on  my  guard  againlt  ail  mankind j 
they  arc  lo  fallc,  I  dare  not  trull 
them  upon  their  words,  I  am  for 
afliom." — "  What  actions,  Ma- 
dam," replied  the  lover,  "  do  you 
require  of  me?  Mud  I  undertake 
the  twelve  labours  of  Hercules  to 
(hew  my  love?"—'1  No,  no,  Don, 
Nicafio,''  fays  the  lady,  "  I  do  not 
demand  any  fucli  thing  of  you,  I 
only-  and  then  he  awoke.' 

'  Pray,'  fays  the  ftudent,  '  tell  me, 

*  why  the  man  who  is  aflcep  in  yonder 

*  daik. -coloured  bed,   talks  to  himfetf 
'  M  if  he  was  poflcfTed.'     The  dev/i 
anfwered,  '  Oh!  tliat  is  a  notable  li- 
'  centiate,  who  is  in  a  dream  that  puts 
•*  him  in  a  terrible  agitation  ;   it  is  no 
'  lei's,  than  that  he  is  in  ilifpute,  and 
'  maintaining  the  immortality  of  the 
'  I'oul  againft  a  little  d  oft  or  of  phyfjck, 
'  who  is  as  good  a  catholick  as  phyft- 
'  cian.     On  the  fecond  floor  with  the 
'  licentiate  lives  a  gentleman  of  Eftre- 

*  madura,    named    Bahazzor  Fanfor- 
'  nico,  who  is  come  poft  to  court,  to 
'  demand  a  reward  for  having  killed 

*  a  Portugnefe  with    a    blunderbufs-i 

*  do  you  know  what  he  is  dreaming 
'  of!  why  that   they   have  given  him 

*  the  government  of  Antequera;   and 
'  yet  he  is  not  fatisfied,  he  thinks  he 
'  deferves  a  vice-royalty. 

'  I  fee  two  perfons  of  confequence 
'  in  furnilhed  lodgings  dreaming  very 
«  difagreeab-ly.  One  of  them,  ga- 
1  vernor  of  a  fort,  dreams  he  is  he- 
'  fieged  in  it,  and  after  a  weak  refift-- 

*  ance  he  is  obliged  to  Surrender  him- 
'  felf  and  hisgarrifon  piifonersof  war. 
«  The  other  is  the  Bimop  of  Murcia: 
«  this  eloquent  prelate  has  orders    to 
'  preach   a  fermon  at  the  funeral  of  a 
'  princefs,  which  is  t"o  be  in  two  days. 

*  He  dreams  he  is  in  the  pulpit,  and 
'  that  he  flops  fhort  at  the  very  en-- 
«  trance  of  his  difcourfe.' — «  It  is  not 
'  importable,'  faid  Don  Cleofas,  «  for 
«  fuch  an  unlucky  accident  really  to 
«  happen.' — «  No,  indeed,'  replied  the 
«  devil,'  and  it  is  not  longfince  it  hap- 

*  pened  in  good  earned  to  his  lordlhrp 

*  on  fuch  another  occaf.on. 

«  Shall  I  (hew  you  a  man  that  is  ufed 
'  to  walk  in  his  fieep?  Only  look  into 
'  the  (tables  belonging  to  this  houfe, 

*  and  tell  me  what  you  fee  there?'—'  I 
'  difcern,'  f<iid  Leandro  Perez, '  a  m*n 
«  in  his  (hiit,  with  a  curry-comb  in 

4  his 
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*  his  hand.'—*  So  he  has,'  replied  the 
devil;  '  it  is  a  groom  deeping,  who 
every  night  riles  out  of  his  bed  and 
curries  his  horfes  in  his  fleep,  am{ 
then  goes  to  bed  again.  The  people 
of  the  houfe  think  it  is  feme  whim- 
fical  fpirit,  and  the  groom  himfelf  is 
of  their  mind. 

'  In  that  great  houfe  over  the  way 
Jives  an  old  knight  of  the  golden 
fleece,  who  was  formerly  viceroy  of 
Mexico.  He  is  fallen  fick,  and  as 
he  apprehends  he  fhall  die,  his  vice- 
royalty  begins  to  make  him  unealy. 
Indeed  his  conduct  in  it  is  enough  to 
make  him  fo.  The  records  of  New 
Spain  do  not  fpeak  of  him  with  ho- 
nour. He  has  juft  had  a  dream,  the 
horror  of  which  is  not  yet  quite  over, 
and  probably  it  may  fend  him  into 
the  other  world.* 

*  This  dream,  tKen,'  faid  Zambullo, 
mull  be  very  extraordinary.' — 'You 
fhall  hear  it,'  replied  Almodeus,  '  it 
has  fomething  very  odd  in  it.  This 
lord  juft  now  dreamed  that  he  was  in 
the  regions  of  the  dead,  where  all 
the  Mexicans,  who  have  been  the 
viclims  of  his  injuftice  and  cruelty, 
came  pouring  in  upon  him,  loading 
him  with  injurious  and  reproachful 
language,  and  would  even  have  torn 
him  to  pieces,  but  that  he  took  to 
his  heels,  and  fo  efcnped  their  fury. 
After  which  he  found  himfelf  in  a 
great  hall  hung  with  black  cloth, 
where  were  his  father  and  grandfa- 
ther fitting  at  a  table  with  three  co- 
vers on  it.  .Thefe  two  mournful 
guefts  made  figns  to  him  to  come 
near  them,  and  his  father  faid,  with 
the  gravity  natural  to  the  deceafed, 
'  We  have  long  expected  you;  come 
'  and  take  your  place  amongtt  us." 
'  The  villain  is  mad/  cries  the  Itu- 
dent;  '  we  mtift  pardon  a  lick  man  if 
he  is  light-headed.' — '  In  return,' 
aid  the  cripple,  '  his  niece  who  lies 
in  the  apartment  over  him,  is  pal'- 
fing  the  night  moft  delicioufly.  Her 
flumhers  offer  to  her  the  molt  agree- 
able ideas.  She  is  between  twenty 
and  thirty,  ugly  and  ill  made,  and 
is  dreaming  that  her  uncle,  whofe 
fole  heir  me  is,  is  dead  ;  and  that  a 
crowd  of  young  noblemen  are  flock- 
ing about  her,  and  contending  who 
fliall  have  the  glory  of  being  moft 
in  her  good  graces.' 
'  If  I  am  not  miftajien/  faid  Don 
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Cleofas,  '  I  hear  fomebody  laugh  be- 
'  hindus.'— 'No  \ou;.renotmiftaken,* 
replied  the  dtvil;  'it  is  a  woman  hard 
'  by  laughing  in  her  fleep.  She  is  a 
'  widow  who  fets  tip  for  a  prude,  and 
'  whofe  darling  plcafure  is  fcandal ; 
'  die  dreams  (he  is  talking  with  an  old 
'  devout  lady,  whofe  converiation  de- 
'  lights  her  infinitely. 

'  I  muft  laugh  in  my  turn  too,'  faid 
the  devil,  'at  that  houeft  citizen  in  the 
'  room  under  the  widow,  who  can 
'  fcarce  live  .tolerably  on  what  he  has. 
'  He  dreams  of  picking  up  pieces  of 
'  gold  and  filver,  and  that  the  more  he 
'  picks  up  the  more  remain.  He  has 
'  already  filled  a  great  cheft  with  them.* 
— '  Poor  foul!'  faid  Leandro,  '  he  will 
'  not  long  enjoy  his  treafure.' — '  No,' 
faid  the  devil;  'when  he  wakes  he 
'  will  be  in  the  fame  condition  as  the 
'  rich  man  on  his  death-bed,  he  will 
'  fee  all  his  riches  difappear. 

'  If  you  have  any  curiofity  to  know 
'  the  dreams  of  thofe  two 'aftrefles,  I 
«  will  let  you  into  them.  One  of  them 
'  is  dreaming  die  is  catching  birds  with 
'  a  bird  call,  and  that  ftill  as  file  takes 
'  them,  die  Itrips  off  their  feathers, 
«  and  throws  them  to  be  devoured  by 
'  a  fine  large  boar- cat  (he  is  fond  of, 
'  and  who  is  the  only  gainer  by  them. 
'  The  other  fancies  die  is  turning  a 

*  pack  of  greyhounds  and  Danifh  dogs, 
'  which  die  ufed  to  admire,  out  of  her 
'  houfe,   and  that  die  intends  to  keep 
'  only  one  fine  deck  lap  dog,  which 
'•'die  has  taken  into  favour/—'  Two 
'  very  odd  dreams!'  cried  the  ftudent. 
'  I    fancy    if  we   had   interpreters  of 
«  dreams  at  Madrid,   as   they  had  fcr- 
'   merly  at  Rome,  they  would   be  hor- 
'  ridly  perplexed  to  explain  them.'— 
'  Not   I'o    much    as  you  think,'    an- 
fwered  the  devil ;   ''a  very  little  light 
'  into  what  pafTes  among  thofe  gentry 

*  of  the  Itage  would  give  one  a    very 
'  plain  interpretation  of  them.' 

'  For  my  part,'  faid  Don   Cleofas, 

*  I  neither  underftand  nor  trouble  my 

*  head   about  them.     I  had  much  ra- 
'  ther  know  who  that  lady  is  adeep  in 
<  the  rich  bed  of  yellow  velvet  fringed 
'  with  filver,  by  whom  there  is  a  ftand 

*  with  a  candle  and  a  book  on   it.'— 
'  She  is  a  lady  with  a  title,'  replied  the 
daemon, '  who  has  a  very  genteel  equi- 
'  page,  all  which  die  is  refolved  fhall 
«  confift  of   tall  f'mart  fellows.     One 
'  of  hercuftoms  is  t«  read  a-bed,  with  - 

'  out 
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•  out  \vVch  (he  is  not  able  to  Jay  her 
1  ;litr  ull  night.     Laft   night 

•  (lie  toon.  Ovid's   Metamorphofes  to 

•  bed  wuh  her,  and  hrr  reading  that 
«   is   '  M  ol    the   extravagant 

nt      She,  is 
t!>at    Ju,iitcr    is  fallen  in 

•  love  «itli  K-r,    and  is  hiring  himlclf 

•  to  her  .n  the  form  of  a   tall.   \\..l- 
«  flupe.l  page. 

«  Now  we  are  upon  metamorphofes, 

•  here  is  another    more  plwfant  one. 

•  1  difccrn    a    player,    who  is  in  his 

•  fleep    enjoying    the    pleafure    of    a 
«  dream   that  flatters  him   very  agree- 
«  ably.       Tins  after  is   fo    old,  that 

i-  is  not  a  1'oul  in  Madrid  who  can 
«  fay  they  faw  the  fitft  of  him.  He 
'  has  been  upon  the  ftage  fo  long,  that 
«  one  may  fay  he  is  theatrified  ;  and 
'  has  a  genius,  but  is  fo  proud  and 

•  vain  of  it,    that  he  imagines  he  is 
4  fomething  above  mankind.     Would 
'  you   know  what  this  mock  hero  is 
'  dreaming  of?  That  he  is  dying,  and 

•  fees  all   the  deities  of  Olympus  met 
'  together  to  decide  what  thty  (hall  do 
4  with  a  mortal  of  his  importance.  He 

•  hears  Mercury  telling  the  council  of 
«  the  gods,  that  fo  celebrated  a  come- 
'  dian,  after  acting  the  part  of  Jupiter 

•  and  the  reft  of  the  chief  divinities  fo 

•  often,  ought  not  to  undergo  the  com- 

•  mon  fate  of  mankind,    but  that  he 

•  ought  to  be  received  amongft  them- 

•  felvts.    Momirt  applauds  Mercury's 

•  opinion;  hut  fome  of  the  other  gods 

•  and  goddefTcs  being  againft  fo  new 
'  an  apotheolis,  Jupiter,  to  avoid  dif- 
'  putes,  turns  this  old  comedian  into 
'  a  fcene.' 

The  devil  was  going  on,  when  Zam- 
bullo  interrupted  him  ;  '  Hold,'  fakl 
'  he,  '  Signior  Afmodeus,  you  do  not 

•  perceive  it  is  day.     I  am  afraid  they 

•  may  fpy  us  out  on  this  houfe.     If 
4  the  rabble  mould  once  have  a  view  of 
«  your  lordfhip's  figure,  they  will  never 

•  have  done  mouting.' 

'  I  will  warrant  they  mail  never  fee 

•  us,'  anfwered  the  dasmon.   *  I  have 

•  the  fame  power  as  thofe  fabulous  di- 
'  vinities  we   have    been   talking    of. 
'  And  as  the  amorous  Ion   of  Saturn 
'  hid  himftlf  in  a  cloud  on  Mount  Ida, 
'  that  they  miq;hr   not  fee   him  carefs 
'  his  dear  contort  J«no;  fo  I  will  raife 
'  a  mid  that  the  fight  of  man  (hall  not 
4  be  able  to  penetrate,  and  which  (liall 

•  not  hinder  your  feeing  whatever  I  in- 


'  tend  to  flirw  you.'      No  fooru 
but  dot,.-,  a  thick  vapour  immediately 
McOmpafTed  them ;  yet,  as  dark  as  it 
•was,  it  hid  nothing  from  the  ftudcnt's 
eyes. 

'  Let  us  return  to  our  dreams,*  con- 

!    the   cripple.       '  But  I  do  not 

'  confidtr,'  a-.tded  he,  «  that  the  man- 

'  ner  in  which  I  have  made  you    pafs 

*  the  night  muft  have  tired   you.     I 
'   think  I  mu(t  carry  you  home,  and 
'  let  you  fleep  for  two  or  three  hours. 

*  In  the  mean  while  I  will  take  a  turn 
'  over  the  four  quarters  of  the  wojld, 
'  and  play  foine  of  my   pranks ;  after 
'  which  I  will  come  and  take  you  up, 

*  and  we  will  divert  ourfelves  afrefh.* 
— '  I  am  neither  fltepy  nor  tired,'  an. 
fwered  DOIT  Cleofas;   '  in  (lead  of  leav- 
'  ing  me,  I  pray  oblige  me  in  letting 
'  me  intothe  various  defigns  of  thole 

*  people  that  I  fee  up,  and  going  out. 
'   What  are  they  going  upon  fo  early?' 
— *  What  you  would  know,1  replied 
the  dxmon,  '  is  worth  your  obferva- 
'  tion.     You  are  going  to  fee  a  pic- 
'  ture  of  the  cares,  motions  and  pains, 

*  that  poor  mortals  give  themfelves  in 

*  this  life,    in   order  to  fill  up  that  lit- 
'  tie  fpace  between  their  birth  and  their 
'  grave  as  agreeably  as  they  can. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

WHERE  YOU  WILL  SEE  SEVE- 
RAL ORIGINALS  THAT  ARE  NOT 
WITHOUT  THEIR  COPIES. 

«  T7IRST  of  all,  mind  that  groupe 
JL  '  of  beggars  already  in  theftmt. 
They  are  fo  many  debauchees,  mod 
of  them  of  good  families,  that  live 
in  a  community  like  monks,  and 
pafs  al  moll  every  night  in  debauchery 
in  their  own  houfe,  where  there  is  al- 
ways an  ample  provifion  of  bread, 
meat,  and  wine.  See,  they  are  part- 
ing in  order  to  go  play  their  diffe- 
rent parts  in  the  churches,  and  at 
night  will  meet  and  drink  the  health 
of  thofe  well-difpofcd  chriftians,  who 
pioufly  contribute  towards  their  ex- 
pences.  Do  but  admire  at  the  con- 
trivances of  thofe  rogues,  in  dif- 
guifmg  themfelves,  and  moving  peo- 
ple's pity.  No  coquette  better  knows 
how  to  drefs  herfelf  in  order  to  dravr 
in  a  coxcomb. 

'  Examine  tliofe  three  narrowly  that 
R  •  arc 
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<  are  together  on  the  fame  fide  the  way. 
«  He  on   crutches,    who  trembles  all 
«  over,    and  feems  to    walk    with  fo 
«  much  difficulty  that  you  would  think 
«  he  would  be  upon  his  nofe  every  ftep 
«  he  takes,    though   he  has  on  a  long 

*  £iey  beard,  and  looks  fo  decrepit,  is 

<  a  young  hale  fellow,    fo  nimble  and 
«  light,  that  he  would  out-run  a  flag. 
«  The  other  with    a  fcald  head  is  a 
«  handfome  youth,  whofe  head  is  co- 
«  vered  with  a  (kin  that  hides  a  head 
'  of  hair  fit  for  a  court-page.     And 

*  the  other,  with  his  breech  in  a  bowl, 
«  is  a  comical  dog  ;    he  has  the  art  of 
«  fetching  fuch  lamentable  founds  from 
«  the  bottom  of  his   ftomach,  that,  at 
«  his  difmal  accents,  there  is  not  an 
'  old  woman  but  what  wiU  come  down 
«  four  pair  of  flairs  to  give  him  a  far- 
«  thing. 

*  Whilil  thefe  lazy  rogues,  under 

*  pretence  of  poverty,  are   picking  the 

*  pockets  of  the  publick,  I  fee  a  world 
«  of  induftrious  artizans,  though  Spa- 
'  ntards,  that  are  preparing  to  get  their 
'  daily  bread  by    the   fweat    of  their 

*  brow.     On  all  fides  I  perceive  men 
'  riling  and  drefFing  them&lves,  in  or- 

*  der  to  go  to  their  feveral  employ- 
«  ments.     How  many  defigns,  formed 

*  this  night,  will,  before  the  next,  be 
'  executed, 'or  vanifhed  into  air!  what 

*  various  Iteps  are  intereft,  love,  and 

*  ambition,  putting  men  upon!' 

«  What  is  that  I  fee  in  the  ftreet  ?' 
interrupted  Don  Cleofas.  *  Who  is 
'  that  woman  loaded  with  medals,  that 
'  a  footman  is  leading  with  f«  much 

*  hafte  ?  Herbulinefs  muft  beprefling, 
4  fure.'— '  Yes,  certainly,'    anfwered 
the  devil;  '  it   is  a  venerable  matron, 

*  trotting  to  a  houfe  where  they  want  a 

*  caft  of  her  office.     She  is  going   to 
«  anaftrels,  who  is  fcreaming  out,  and 
'  has  two  cavaliers  with  her  that  leem 
«  to  be  in  a  peck  of  troubles.     One  is 

*  her  hufband,  and  the  other  a  man  of 
'  quality,  concerned  in  what  is  going 

*  forward:     for  an  aclrefs's  labour  is 
'  like  Alcmena's,  always  owing  to  a 
'  Jupiter  and  an  Amphitryon. 

*  Would  not  one  fay,  to  fee  that  gen- 
'  tleman  on  horfeback  with  his  gun, 
'  that  he  was  going  to  make  war  upon 
'  ail  the  hares  and  partridges  about 
«  Madrid;  and  yet  that  diverfion  is 
'  the  fartheft  from  his  thoughts;  he  is 

*  taken  up  with  another  defign.     He 

*  u  going  to  a  little  village,  where  he 


'  will  difguife  himfelf  like  a  peafant*, 
'  and  in  that  drefs  be  introduced  to  a 

*  farmer's,  where  his  miftrefs  lives  un- 
'  der  the  care  of  a  fevere  and  vigilant 
'  mother. 

'  That  young  graduate  you  fee  tak- 
'  ing  fuch  hafty  (hides,  goes  every 
'  morning  to  make  court  loan  oldun- 
'  cle  of  his,  whofe  prebendary  he  ha* 
'  an  eye  upon.  Fix  your  eyes  on  that 
'  houieover-againft  us;  you  fee  a  man 
'  putting  on  his  cloak,  and  preparing 

*  to  go  out.     It  is  an  honeft  rich  ci- 
'  tizen,  whofe  reft  is  broken  by  a  very 

*  weighty   affair.        He  has  an   only 

*  daughter  to  difpofeof.     He  does  not 

*  know  whether  he   (hall  beftow  her 
'  upon  a  young  attorney  that  courts 
'  her,  or  a  haughty  Hidalgo  that  de- 
'  mands  her.     He  is  going  to  confult 

*  his  friends  about  it,  and  really  it   is 
'  a  very  perplexing  bufinefs.     He  ia 

*  afraid,  if  he  fhould  chufe  the  gentle- 

*  man,  that  he  may  have  a  fon-in-law 
'  te  defpife  him;  on  the  other  fide,  if 
'  hefhould  take  the  attorney,  he  is  ap. 
'  prehenfive  left  he  mould  take  a  wormy 

*  into  his  family  to  eat  up  all  the  goodr 

*  in  it. 

*  Pray  obferve  a  neighbour  of  thir. 
'  perplexed  father,  a  man  in  a  night- 
'  gown  of  red  brocade  flowered   with 
'  gold,  in  that  houfe    fo  magnificently 

*  furnifhed.     He  is  a  wit,  that  fets  up 
4  fora  man  of  quality  in   fpite  of   hi* 
'   mean  birth.     It  is  not  ten  years  fince- 
'  he  was  not  worth  a  groat,  and  at  pre- 
'  fent  he    has  ten  thoufand  ducats  a- 

*  year.  He  has  a  very  pretty  equipage, 

*  but  he  maintains  it  by  pinching  hi& 
'  table,  the   frugality  of  which  is   fo 
'  great,   that  he  generally  eats  his  tit- 

*  bit  by  himfelf.   Not  but  that,  out  of 
'  oftentation,   he  fometimes  entertains- 
'  people  of  quality,  and  has  to-day  in- 
'  vited  feveral  counfellors  of  ftate  to 
'  dine  with  him.     To  this  end  he  has- 
'  juft  now  fent  for  a  cook,  and  is  go- 

*  ing  to  haggle  with  him  for    an  odd- 
'   farthing,  after  which    he  will  write 
«  down  on  cards  the  feveral  courfes  and- 

*  difhes  they    agreed  upon.'—'  This. 
«  fellow  you  are  talking  of  muft   be  a 
'  confounded  mifer,'    faid  Zambullo. 
'  Why,'    anfwered  Afmodeus,    *  all 
'  beggars  that   leap  into  eftates  turn 
'  mifers  or  prodigals.     It  is  the  rule.* 

*  Pray  tell"  me,'     faid   the  ftudent, 

*  who  that  fair  lady  is  that  I  fee  at  her 

*  toilet,  entertaining  a  very  handfome 

«  young 
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•  young  fellow?' — 'Oh,  really,'  f.ii<l 
the  cripple,  '  what  you  fee  there  very 
'  well  dderves  your  ohfei  vation.  Tliat 
is  a  German  widow,  who  live* 
upon  her  jointure  at   Madrid,    and 
keeps  very  good  company;     and  the 
\  with  her  is  a  young  lord, 
whole  name  is  Dun  Antonio dc  Mon- 
falva. 

*  Though  he  be  of  one  of  the  bed 
families  in  Spain,  yet  he  has  pro- 
mifcd  the  widow  to  have  her,  and 
has  to  that  end  given  her  a  promif- 
ote  for  three  thoufand  pi  Holes. 
But  he  is  crofled  in  this  affair  by  his 
relations,  who  have  threatened  to 
confine  him,  if  he  do  not  break  off 
all  corrofpendence  with  the  lady, 
whom  they  look  upon  as  a  defigning 
creature.  The  gallant,  mortified  to 
fee  them  all  oppofe  his  inclination, 
came  Inft  night  to  pay  his  mirtrefs  a 
vilit,  who  feeing  him  uneafy,  afked 
him  the  reafon.  He  told  her;  at  the 
fame  time  affuring  her  that  all  the 
oppofition  he  could  fuffer  from  bis 
family  (hould  never  (hake  his  con- 
Ifancy.  The  lady  appeared  charmed 
with  his  refolution,  and  they  parted 
about  midnight,  very  well  pleafed 
with  each  other. 

'  Monfalva  came  again  this  morn- 
ing, and   finding  his  widow  at  her 
toilet,  began   to   entertain  her  again 
upon    the    fubjeft    of  his    paflion. 
While  they  were  chatting,    the  lady 
took    off  the  papers  from    her    fa- 
vourites, and  the  cavalier,  without 
reflection,  toak  up  one  of  them  that 
was  unpinned,  and   feeing  his  own 
hand,    "  How,    Madam,"   f:iid   he, 
fmiling,  "  is  this  the  ufe  that  you 
'  put  yourbillet-doux  to  ?"— "  Yes, 
'  Monfalva,"    anfwered  flje,    "  you 
'  fee  to  what  ufe  I  put  thofe  promifes 
'  that    young  gentlemen    make   who 
would  have  me   againft  the  confent 
of  their  families  ;  I  wrap  up  my  fa- 
vourites in  them."     When   Mon- 
falva found  it  was  really  his  note  the 
lady  had  torn,    he  could   not  help 
admiring  her  difiinteieftednefs,  and 
again  fwore  to  her  an  eternal  con- 
ftancy. 

'  Caft  your  eye,'  purfued  the  devil, 
upon  that  tall  lean  fellow  walking 
juftunderus,  with  a  large  common- 
place book  under  his  arm,  an  ink- 
horn  at  his  button,  and  a  guitar  on 
his  back,'—*  The  man,'  kid  the  Au- 
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dent,  *  makes  but  a  ridiculous  figure, 
and  I  warrant  i»  an  original/ — '  Cer- 
tainly,' replied  the  devil,  •  he  is  an 
odd  mortal;  but  there  are  Cynic  phi- 
lofophers  in  Spain,  and  he  is  one. 
He  is  going  to  a  meadow  near  Buen- 
retiro,  where  there  is  a  clear  fpring1, 
whole  limpid  water  forms  a  lireain 
that  wanders  amongft  the  flowers. 
He  will  itay  there  the  whole  day  con- 
templating the  beautiful  riches  of 
nature,  playing  upon  the  guitar,  and 
writing  his  refleclions  into  his  com- 
mon-place book.  He  has  the  food 
he  generally  lives  on  in  his  pocket  ; 
that  is,  a  few  onions  and  a  (lice  of 
bread.  This  is  the  fober  and  ablle- 
mious  life  he  has  lived  for  thefe  ten 
years;  and  if  any  Ariftipptis  were  to 
tell  him,  as  he  did  Diogenes,  "  If 
'  thou  kneweft  how  to  make  thy  court 
'  to  the  great,  thou  woulft  not  eat  oni- 
'  onsj"  our  modern  philolbpher  would 
anfwer,  "  I  could  make  my  court  to 
'  the  great,  as  well  as  thou,  if  1 
'  would  debate  one  man  to  low  as  to 
'  make  him  cringe  to  another." 
'  And,  indeed,  this  philofbpher  was 
formerly  very  atluiuous  in  his  ad- 
drefles  to  great  men,  who  in  cffcft 
made  his  fortune.;  but  finding  that 
their  fervice  was  no  other  than  an 
honourable  ilavery,  he  broke  off  all 
correfpondence  with  them.  He  kept 
a  coach,  which  he  laid  down,  becanfe 
he  faw  he  befpattered  men  that  were 
better  than  himtelf.  Nay,  he  has 
gone  fo  far  as  to  give  away  almoft 
:ill  his  eflate  amongft  his  friends  that 
wanted  it,  and  has  only  referved  a 
fubliftence  in  the  way  he  lives;  for 
he  thinks  it  as  difhonourable  for  a 
philofopher  to  beg  of  the  common 
people  as  of  the  grandees. 
'  Pity  the  cavalier,  who  is  walking 
after  the  philolbpher  with  a  dog ;  he 
may  boalt  of  being  one  of  the  beft 
families  in  Caftile.  He  was  rich, 
but  ruined  himfelf,  like  Lucian's 
Timon,  by  treating  his  friends  every 
day,  efpecially  by  making  grand  en- 
tertainments upon  the  birth-days  or 
marriages  of  princes  and  prince  ties  ; 
in  a  word,  on  every  occalion  Spain 
has  had  to  make  rejoicings  :  but  the 
moment  his  pnralitical  friends  taw 
this  reverfe  of  fortune,  they  difappear- 
ed  and  abandoned  him.  None  but 
his  dog  continued  faithful  to  him.' 
1  Tell  me,  Signior  Devil,'  cried  Le- 
ft %  an  tiro 
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andro  Perez,  '  what  means  all  that 
'  noife?'— '  It  is,'  anfwered  the  crip- 
ple, '  one  of  the.  ladies  you  lately  faw 
'  round  a  table  at  cards,  affrighted  at 
«  the  difagreeable  fight  of  day 5  (he  is 
'  tome  home,  and  it  is  her  footman  that 

*  is  thundering  at  her  door.      You  fee 

*  (he  is  alighted  out  of  her  coach,  got 
'  within  doors,  and   is  fat  down  ;  (he 

*  has  juft  loft  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
'  cannot  go  to  bed   till    her   maid  lias 

*  brought   her  a  pack   of  cards,  and 

*  (lie  is  going  to  wake  her  hufba;:.-!  to 

*  (hew  him  how  (he  loft  the  laft  game  j 

*  then  falls  into  a  paffion,  goes  raving 
'  to  bed,  and  rails  at    the  good  "man 

*  for  not  getting'a  place  at  court.' 

'  By  what  I  can  find,'  interrupted 

the    itudent,    '  the   good  man    h.is    a 

'.  *  blefled  time,  to  be  tied  to  a  baggage, 

*  who,  not  content  with  running  out 

*  his  fortune,  muft  arraign  his  conduct, 

*  and  rob   him  of  his  reft   belides!'-— 
'  Oh!'  replied  the  cripple,  '  you  do 
'  not  know  the  artifices    of   women. 

*  She  has  begun  firft,  for  fear  of  hav- 
'  ing  the  tables  turned  upon  her.* 

'  Very   we'll ;  very  well,  upon  my 

*  word!'  aniwtred  the  ftudent  laugh- 
ing:    'but    methinks    I   fee    another 
'  equipage  in  the  fame  ftreet.' — '  Yes," 
replied  the  dsesr.on,  '  it  belongs  to  a 
'  rich  contador,    who  every  morning 

*  comes  to    a  houfe  hard  by,    where 

*  lives  a  bona  roba,  who  js  under  the 

*  care  of  this  (inner  of  Moortfh  race, 
'  whom  he  loves  to  d'ftn&ion.     Laft 

*  night  he  heard  (he  had  been  playing 

*  him  a  trick,  upon  the  news  of  which 

*  he  falls  into  a  rage,  and  writes  her 

*  a  letter  full  of  threats  and  rcproach- 
'  es.     You  will  hardly  guefs  the  fetch 

*  which  our  coquette  relolved    upon; 
'  inftead  of  having  the  afiurance  to  de- 
'   ny  the  faft,  /he  has  this  very  morn- 

*  ing  fent    him  word  that  his  provoca- 

*  tions  are  juft,  that  he  ought  for  the 

*  future  to  look  on  her  with  contempt 
e  fince  (lie  could  have  the  bafenefs  to 

*  wrong  fo  galiant  a  man;    that    (he 
'  acknowledges   and  detefts  her  fault, 
'  and  that,  to  punifh  herfelf  for  it,  (he 
«  has  already  cut  off  her  fine  hair,  which 

*  he  knows  (lie   doats  on  j    in    fhort, 

*  thnt  (he  is  determined  to  go  expiate 
'  her  cnrne  in  a  monailery,  and.  there 

*  pafs  the  reft  of  her  life  in  repentance. 
*  But  the  old  dotard  is  not  able  to 

'  hold  out  againft  }m  miltrefs's  pre- 

*  tended  reniorfe,  and  is  got  up  thus  ear- 


'  ly  to  make  her  a  vifit.  He  has  found 
'  her  in  tears;  and  the  cumei'ipn  lia« 
'  played  her  part  (o  well,  tiint  he  has 
'  juft  pardoned  her  for  what  is  patted, 
'  and  to  Comfort  her  for  the  lofs  oi  her 

*  ban ,  he  is  this  moment  promifing  her 
'  to  make  her  lady  of    a   nnnor,     by 
'  buying  her  a  fine  eftate,  which  is  ac- 
'  tually  to  be  fold  in  the  country  near 
'  the  Efcurial.' 

'  I  do  nut  know  what  recompence 
'  he  can  make  her  for  the  next  trick 
'  (he  plays  him,'  interrupted  the  ftu- 
dent, '  without  he  many  her.  But 
'  pray  who  is  that  pretty  woman  yon- 
'  der,'  continued  he,  '  fo  farneftly 

*  talking   to  her   maid  ?    fome    good 
'  houfewife  to  befure,  by  her  being  up 

*  fo  early. '— '  You  aremiftaken,"  an- 
fwered  Afmodeusj    '(he  has  not  yet 
'    been  abed,  but  is  going,  and  giving 
'  her  maid  orders  not  to  let  in  hei  huf. 
'  bnnd  till  (lie  has  called  her  up  to  rat- 
«  tie  him  for  making  her  fitup'fo  late.* 
— '  Rather  early,'    (aid    the     (iudent. 
'  True,'  anfwered  (he  devil.      '  But 
'  pray  look  into  that  tavern,    there  is 
'  the  good   man  calling    for  another 
'  bottle,    becaufe  he  is  afraid  of  going 
<  home  at  this    time   of  day,    and   is 
'  therefore  bottling  up  all  the  courage 
'  he  can,  to  ftand  his  wife'o  thunder/ 

'  AH  the  (hops  are  open,'  faid  the 
ftudent,  '  and  I  difcern  a  cavalier  go- 
'  ing  into  a  cook's.'—'  He  is,'  replied 
the  daemon,  '  a  young  fellow  of  a 
'  good  family;  who  is  eat  up. with  the 
'  itch  of  writing,  and  is  absolutely  re- 
'  folved  to  fet  up  for  an  author.  Not 
'  that  he  wants  wit;  nay,  he  has  iiif- 
'  ficient  to  criticife  fuch  pieces  as  ap. 
'  pear  upon  the  ftage,  but  not  enough 
'  to  write  a  tolerable  one  himfelf.  He 
'  is  going  into  the  cook's  to  order  a 
1  great  dinner;  for  this  very  day  he 
'  treats  four  players,  whom  he  would 
'  fain  ens;as[e  to  protect  a  fcurvy  piece 
'  of  his,  which  he  is  going  to  bring 
'  into  their  houfe. 

'  Now  we  are  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
'  authors;'  continued  he,  '  there  are 
'  two  who  are  met  in  the  ftreet.  Ob- 
'  ferve  with  what.a  Ineer  they  falute; 
'  they  defpife  each  other,  and  very 
'  juftly.  The  one  writes  as  eafily  as 
'  the  poet  Cn/pinus,  whom  Horace 
'  compares  to  a  (mlili's  bellows :  and 
'  the  other  ruins  a  vaft  deal  of  time  in 
*  cool  iniipid  compodtiqns.' 

«  Who  is  that  little  man  coming  out 

'  of 
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•  of  his  c<nch  rst  that  church  porch?' 
.Ho,  '  He  i«,'  anfwered 

the  cnj.ic,  '  a  prrfon  well  worth  your 
>  vation.  It  is  not  ten  years  fmce 
he  quitted  the  piofcllion  of" a  notary, 
where  he  was  head-clerk,  to  go  bury 
if  in  a  monafteiy  of  Carthuliant 
at  Sarar%ofl".t:  he  had  not  paflfed  fix 
months  of  his  noviciate,  before  he 
bid  atiicu  to  his  convent,  and  ap- 
peared again  at  Madrid.  His  ac- 
quaintance were  furprized  to  fee  him 
all  it  once  jump  into  the  place  of 
one  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
council  of  the  Indies,  and  his  fud- 
den  life  is  ftill  the  fubjecl  of conver- 
lation.  Some  fay  he  has  fold  him- 
felf  to  the  devil ;  other*  that  lie  is 
in  the  good  graces  of  foinench  dow- 
ager; and  others,  in  fliort,  that  he 
has  found  a  tieafure.' — '  Buc  you 
know  the  truth  ot  it,'  interrupted 

Don  Cleofas.  '  Oh!  as  to  that,  cer- 
tainly I  do,'  replied  the  daemon, 
ami  will  unravel  the  myftery  to  you. 
During  our  monk's  noviciate,  it 
happened  one  day  whilft  he  was  dig- 
ging a  deep  hole  in  his  garden  to 
plant  a  tree  there,  he  caft  his  eye  up- 
on a  brafs  calktt,  which  he  opened, 
and  within  it  found  a  gold  box,  which 
had  in  it  about  thirty  exceeding  fine 
diamonds.  Though  he  had  no  judg- 
ment in  jewels,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  he  had  met  with  a  very  good 
booty}  and  immediately  coming  to 
the  lame  refolution  as  Judge  Gripus 
in  one  of  Plautus's  comedies,  who 
having  found  a,  treafure,  gave  over 
the  trade  of  a  fiftierman,  he  threw 
off  the  gown,  and  by  the  means 
of  a  jeweller  who  was  *his  friend, 
converted  his  precious  ftones  into 
pieces  of  gold,  and  his  pieces  of  gold 
into  a  pelt,  wlii'  h  has  enabled  him  to 
make  a  figure  in  civil  fociety." 

CHAP.    IX. 

FARTHER  OBSERVATIONS  MADE 
BY  THE  DEVIL  AND  DON  CLE- 
OFAI. 

Muft,'   pnrfued  Afcnodeus,  *  di- 
'  vert    you    with    a  pnffage  con- 

*  cerning  that  man  going  into   a  cho- 

*  colate-houfe.     He  is  a  phyfician  of 
'  -Bifcay,  and  is  going  to  think  a  difh 


129 

4  of  chocolate,  after  which  he  will  pafi 
4  the  whole  day  at  chefs. 

'  Be  not  in  fear  for  his  patients  all 
4  the  while  j  he  has  none;  and  if  he 
'  had,  the  moments  he  fpends  at  his 
4  beloved  game  would  not  be  the  moft 
4  unhappy  for  them.  He  never  fail* 
'  vifiting  a  handfomerich  widow  every 
4  night,  whom  he  fain  would  marry, 

*  and    pretends    a    vaft    paflion    for. 
4  Whilft  he  is  with  her,  a  rogue  of  a 
4  footman,  who  is  the  only  fervant  he 
4  has,  and  is  let  into  the  affair,  brings 
4  him  a  pretended  lift  of  names  of  fe- 
4  veral  people  of  quality  who  have  fent 
4  for  him.     The  widow  takes  all  this 
4  forgofpel,  and  our  chefs-player  is 
4  upon  the  point  of  winning  his  party. 

4  But  let  us  ftop  a  moment  at  that 
4  fine  houfe  over-againft  us.  I  muft 
4  not  go  on  without  (hewing  you  the 

*  people  that  live  there.     Examine  the 
4  apartments.     What  do   you    fee  in. 
4  them  ?' — '  I   fee  fome   ladies  there/ 
anfwered   the  ftudent,   4  and   am  daz- 
4  zlcd   with   their   beauty.     Some   of 
4  them  I  fee  rifing,  and  others  already 
4  up.     What  charms  they  difcover  to 
4  mr  eyes!   I  fancy  I  fee  fo  many  of 
4  Diana's  nymphs,  as  they  are  painted 
4  to  us  by  the  poets.' 

4  If  thefe  women  you  fo  much  ad- 
4  mire,'  replied  the  cripple,  4  have  the 
'  charms  of  Diana's  nymphs,  it  is  too 
4  fure  they  have  not  their  chartity. 
4  They  are  four  or  five  ladies  of  piea- 
4  fuie  who  live  together  upon  a  gene- 
4  ral  ftock.  Tiiair  dangerous  charms 
4  draw  heedlefs  young  fellows  in,  like 
4  thofe  fair  damfcls  who,  by  their  al- 
4  lurements,  caufed  ftich  knights  as 
4  parted  by  the  cafljes  they  inhabited, 
4  to  (top.  Woe  to  fuch  who  fuffer 
4  themlelves  to  be  wheedled  by  them! 
4  To  let  paflengers  know  the  danger 
4  they  are  in,  there  mould  be  a  mat  k  fct 
4  upon  fuch  Jioufes,  in  the  fame  manr 
4  ner  as  they  are  placed  along  a  river, 
4  to  ftjew  fuch  palfages  one  Humid  not 

*  come  near.' 

4  I  do  not  aflc  you,'  faid  Leandro 
Perez,  4  where  thofe  noblemen  are  go- 
4  ing  in  their  coaches;  to  be  fure  they 
4  are  going  to  the  king's  levee.'— *  You 
4  are  right,'  anfwered  the  devil;  *  and 
4  if  you  have  a  mind  to  go  thither  too, 
4  I  will  cary  you.  We  fhall  meet  with 

*  fomething  diverting  there.' — '  You 
4  could  have  prcpofed  nothing  more 

*  agtee- 
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'  agreeable,'  replied  Zambullo,  '  it  is 

*  fo  great  a  pleaiure,  that  I  tafte  it  be- 

*  fore- hand.' 

Upon  which,  the  devil,  ready  to  obey 
nil  Don  Clecfas's  motions,  flew  with 
Mm  towards  the  king's  palace;  but  be- 
fore they  got  thither,  the  ftudent  per- 
ceiving feme  men  at  work  upon  a  v?iy 
lofty  gate,  a4ked  the  devil  if  it  was  not 
the  gate  of  a  church  they  were  building. 
'  No,'  anfwered  Afmodeus,  '  it  is  the 

*  gate  of  a  new  market,   and   is  very 

*  grand,     as  you  fee.     Yet  were  they 

*  tocaryitup   to  the  clouds,   it  will 

*  never  come  up  to   the  two  excellent 
4  Latin  verfes  that  are  defigned  for  an 

*  inscription  to  it.' 

4  What  is  that  you  tell  me?'  cried 
Leandro;  '  or  what  idea  would  you 
'  give  me  of  thofe  verfes  ?  I  long  to 
'  hear  them.' — '  They  are  thefe,'  re- 
plied the  daemon.  '  Prepare  yourfelf 
'  to  admire  them. 

*'   i^.vj«  bene  Jfftrenrtitt  r.tmc  merces  -vendlt 
^j 

"    i-p  mas, 
"  Mottixs  bli  fatuei  vitididlt  ante  JaLs!" 

*  There  is  one  of  the  prettiefl  puns 
'  in  the  world  in  thefe  two  verfes.' — 
4  I  cinnot  find  out  all  the  beauty  of 
4  them,'  laid  the  (Indent.  <  I  do  not 

*  well    underfrand    what  fatties  fales 

*  means.' — 'You  do  not  know,  then,' 
anfwered  the  dtvil,  '  that  on  the  ground 

*  where  this  market  is  building,   (tood 
'  a  college  of  monks  that  taught  fchool. 

*  The  matters  ufed  to  make  their  fcho- 

*  lars    aft    plays;    but    fnch    infipid 

*  pieces,  fo  llrangely  larded  with  inrer- 
«  ludes,  that    even    the    preterperfeft 
'  tenfes  and  fupines  of  verbs  were  not 
'  pxcufed    dancing.' — '  Oh!    pray   no 

*  more  of  them,'  interrupted  Zambul- 
lo,   '  I  know  but  too  well  what  tiuff 
'  thofe  college  performances  are!  the 

*  infcription  is  admirable.' 

Scarce  were  Afmodeus  and  the  ftu- 
dent got  upon  the  Hair-cafe  leading  to 
the  king's  apartment,  when  they  law 
Icveral  courtiers  going  up,  and  (till  as 
any  of  thofe  noblemen  parTed  by  them, 
the  devil  played  the  part  of  a  nomeri- 
clator:  '  See  there,1  faiu  he  to  Lean- 
dro Perez,  pointing  to  them  with  his 
linger  onesfter  another, '  that  is  Count 
«  Villalonib,  of  the  family  of  Puebla 
'  D'Ellerena;  this  is  the  Marquis  of 
'  Caltro  Fueftes;  that  is  Don  Lopez 

*  ck  los  Rios,  firft  lord  of  the  trealui  y  $ 


4  this  is  the  Count  de  Villa  Homhrofa.'* 
Nor  did  he  only  tell  their  names,  but 
their  characters  too;  always  tmlicioufly 
adding  feme  ftroke  of  fatire,  grving 
every  one  of  them  a  wipe. 

'  This  lord,'  faid  he  of  one  of  them, 
'  is  affable  and  obliging;  he  liftens  to 
'  you  with  an  air  of  condefcenfion  :  do 

*  you  want  his  protection,  he  grants  it 
'  you  generoufly,    and    befides  offers 
4  you  his  interert.     It  is   pity  a  man 
'  who  fo  much  loves  to  oblige,  has  fo 

*  fliort  a  memory,  that  in  a  quarter  of 

*  an  hour  after  you  have  been  talking 
'  with  him,  he  forgets  what  you  have 

*  been  faying. 

4  That  duke,'  fpeaking  of  another, 
4  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  characters 
4  of  any  man  at  court:  he  is  not  chang- 
1  ing  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  like 
4  the  reft  of  his  brethren;  he  has  no 
4  caprice,  no  inequalityin  his  humour. 
4  Befides,  he  is  not  ungrateful  to  fuch 
4  as  Ihew  an  affection  for  his  perlbn,  or 

*  do  him  any  fervice;   but  unluckily 
'  he  is  a  little  too  tardy  in  acknow- 
4  ledging  them;  he  lets  people  wait  fo 
'  long  for  any  favour  they  expe£l,  that 
4  whenever  they  obtain  it,  they  think 

*  they  have  paid  very  dear  for  it.' 
After  the  daemon  had  acquainted  the 

ftudent  with  the  good  and  ill  qualities 
of  a  great  number  of  thofe  noblemen, 
he  carried  him  into  a  hall,  where  were 
people  of  all  forts,  and  amongft  them 
fo  many  knights,  that  Don  Cleofas 
cried  out,  '  Blefs  me,  what  a  number 
4  of  knights  are  here!  fure,  there  muft 
4  be  a  great  many  in  Spain?'—'  That 
4  there  are,'  replied  the  cripple;  '  nor 
4  ought  it  to  be  furprizing,  fmce  to  be 
4  a  knight* of  St.  Jsgo,  or  Calatrava, 
4  it  is  not  neceffary,  as  it  formerly  was 
4  at  Rome,  to  have  five  and  twenty 
4  thoufand  crowns  inheritance;  and  in- 
4  deed  you  fee  they  are  a  very  fophifti- 
4  cated  kind  of  a  commodity. 

*  Obferve  that  mean- looking  man 
4  behind  you.' — '  Speak  lower,'  inter- 
rupted Zambullo;  '  the  mr.n  hears  you.' 
— '  No,  no,'  anfwered  the  devil,  '  the 
4  fame  charm  that  makes  us  invifible, 
4  prevents  our  being  heard.  Look 
4  upon  him  ;  he  is  a  Catalan  juft  come 

*  from  the  Philippine  Iflands,  where  he 
4  has  been  a  privateering.     To  look  at 
4  him,  would  you  imagine  him  to  b* 
4  fuch  a  thunderbojt  of  war?  Yet  he 
4  has  done  prodigious  actions  by  his 
4  bravery.     He  is  going  this  morning 

4  to 
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*  to  prefent  a  petition   to  the  king, 

*  wherein  he  alks  a  particular  poll  as 
4  the  icw.tid  oi  his  fervices  i  but  I  very 
4   inn.  ii  ilDubt  whether  he  will  obtain 
'  it,  bfc.uife  he  did  not  apply  to  the 

*  chief  minilter  firlt.' 

4  At  liis  right-hand,'  faid  Leandro 

I  Perez,  '  there  is  a  tall,  bulky  man,  who 
*  ieems  to  be  givir.g  himlelf  airs  of 
4  confeqtiencc.  Were  one  to  judge  of 
4  l.iin  b)  his  haughty  nir,  he  mould  be 
4  f»me  rich  nobleman.'—1  Far  from 
'  it,'  replied  Afmodeus,  '  he  is  an  Hi- 
4  il:tlpo,  and  wretchedly  poor  too, 
4  whofe  fubl'iftence  is  a  gaming-houfe 

*  he  keeps  under  the  protection  of  a 
'  grandee. 

*  But  there  is  a  licentiate  that  de- 
'  feivcs  richly  10  be  pointed  out  to  you; 

*  he  at  the  full  window,  in  deep  dif- 
'  courfe  with  a  cavalier  in  light  grey 
'  velvet.     They  are  talking  of  an  af • 
4  fair  that  was  ycfterday  decided  by  the 
4  king.     I  will  give  you  the  particu- 
«  lars  of  it. 

4  About  two  months  fince,  this  li- 

*  cemiado,  who  is  a   member  of  the 
'  academy  of  Toledo,  publiihed  a  book 

*  of  morality,  which  fiiocktd   all   the 
«  old  Caftilian  authors.  They  found 
'  it  fufl  of  bold  exprciTions,  and  new- 
4  coined  words.     Presently  they  enter 
4  into  a  confederacy  againll  this  very 
4  fmgular  production:  they  meet  and 
4  draw  up  a  petition,  which  they  pre- 
'  fent  to  the  king,  defiring  him  to  con- 
4  demn  this  book,  as  contrary  to  the 
4  purity  and  perfpicuity  of  the  Spanifb, 

*  tongue. 

The  petition  was  thought  worthy 
4  his  majefty's  confideration,  who 
4  named  a  committee  of  three  to  ex- 
4  amine  the  piece.  They  reported  that 
4  the  ftyle  was  really  faulty,  and  fo 

*  much  the  more  dangerous,  the  more 
4  biilliant:  and  thus  the  king  decreed 
4   ii|.>o,i  th.tt  leport,  that  under  pain  of 
4  his  dilpleafure,  two  members  of  the 
4  fame  univerlity,  who  write  in  the  li- 
4  centiate's   gout,   (hall   not  compofe 
4  any  books  tor  the  future}  and  like- 
4  wile,   for  the   better  preserving  the 

*  Caftilian  tongue,  that  the  places  of 
4  thofe  academicians,  upon  their  de~ 

*  mife,  fliall  be  filled  up  with  peribns 
4  of  the  firft  quality  only.' 

4  A  wonderful  deciiion!'  cried  Zam- 
bullo,  laughing.  '  The  partifans  of 
4  the  vulgar  Caftilian  have  now  nothing 
'  to  fear.'—'  Pardon  me,'  replied  the 


demon;  '  writer!  who  are  enemies  to 
4  this  noble  fimplicity  which  charm* 
4  fenfible  readers,  arc,  not  all  of  ilia 
4  academy  of  Toledo.' 

Don  Cleofas  was  defirous  to  know 
w'.»o  that  cavalier  in  lig'it  grey  velvet 
was,  whom  he  faw  engaged  in  conver- 
fation  with  the  licentiate.     '   He  rs,' 
l.iid   the  cripple,  '  a  C.'aftilian,  and  a 
younger  brother,    an   officer  of  the 
Spam  In  guard;  and,  I  allure  you,  a 
man  of  a  great  deal  of  wit.     Hot  to 
make  you  a  judge  of  that,  I  will  tell 
you  a  repartee  that  he  made  yefter- 
day  to  a  lady  in  very  good  company. 
For  the  better  understanding  it,  you 
tmilt  know  he  has  a  brother  whofe 
name  is  Don  Andre  de  Prada,  that 
was  for  Ibme  years  an  officer  in  the 
fame  corps  he  is  now  in. 
4  A   rich  farmer  of  the  king's  re- 
venues one  day  came  up  to  Don  An- 
dre, and  accofting  him,  faid,  4«  Sig- 
'  nior  de  Prada,  I  bear  the  fame  name 
4  as   you,  but  our  families   are  dif- 
'  ferent.  I  know  you  are  of  one  of  the 

*  bcft  in  Catalonia,  and  at  the  fame 
c  time  that  you  are  not  rich;  as   for 
'  me,  I  am  rich,  but  of  very  obfcura 
'  birth.     Could  there  be  no  way  of 
'   fliaring   between   us   the  advantage 
1  which  each  of  us  enjoy  feparately  ? 
'  can  you  get  at  your  patent  of  nobi-. 

•  lity?"  —  Yes,"    faid    Don    Andre. 
'  Well,    then,"   replied   the   farmer, 
{  if  you  will  give  me  a  (hare  in  them, 
4  I  will  put  them  into  the  hands  of  an 
'  able   gencalogift,    who    (hall  go  to 
'  work  upon  them,  and  make  us  cou- 
'  fins   in   fpite   of  our  anctftors;   on 
1  which  confuieration,   I  will  by  way 
'  of  acknowledgment  prelent  you  with, 
'   thirty  thoufand  piltoles.  Is  it  a  bar- 
'  gain  ?"'  Don  Andre  was  tempted  by 

the  fiim,  accepted  the  propofal,  put 
his  mufty  oldoiiginals  into  the  farm- 
er's hands,  and  with  the  monev  he 
received,  bought  a  confiderable  eitata 
in  Catalonia,  where  he  h.»s  ever  fmcc 
lived. 

4  Now  the  younger  brother  of  that 
gentleman,  who  had  no  advantage 
by  the  bargain,  was  yclicrday  at 
dinner,  where  by  chance  this  Signior 
de  Prada,  the  fanner  of  the  king's 
revenues,  happened  to  be  talked  of; 
and  thereupon  a  lady  in  the  company, 
addrefling  heifelf  to  this  young  of- 
ficer, aflted  him  if  he  wis  not  a  re- 
lation of  his.  "  .No,  itallv,  Ma- 
••  darn/* 
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**  dam,'*  anfwered  he,  4{  I  have  not 
*'  that  honour,  it  is  my  brother.1' 

The  ftudent,  vaftly  pieafed  with  To 
diverting  a  repartee,  biirft  out  into  a 
Jaugh  j  but  of  a  fudden  feeing  a  little 
man  running  after  a  courtier,  he  cried 
out,  c  Good  God !  how  many  bows 

*  that  little  man  following  the  noble- 

*  man   is   making  him!    certainly  he 

*  has  fome  favour  to  afk.' — '  What 

*  "you  are  remarking  upon  there,'  faid 
the  devil,  '  well  deferves  the  trouble 
'  of  telling   you    the  occafion    of  fo 
'  many  civilities.     That  little  man  is 
'  an  honeft  citi;:en  that   has  a  pretty 
«  neat  box  near  Madiid,  at  a  place 

*  where  there   are  mineral  waters   in 

*  fome   efteem.     This   houfe  he  lent 
'  without  any  expectations  to  that  lord 
'  for  three  months,  who  went  thither 
'  to  drink  the  waters.     The  citizen  is 

*  at  this  inftant  mod  heartily  entreat- 

*  ing  him  to  lerve  him  on  an  occafion 

*  that  offers,  and  the  nobleman  is  very 
'  politely  refuling  him. 

4  I  mult  not  let  that  cavalier  of  pie- 
'  beian  race  efcape  me,  who  is  preffing 

*  through  the  crowd,  and  giving  him- 

*  f?lf  airs    of  quality.     He  is  lately 
'  grown  exceflively  rich  in  a  fmall  time 
'  by  the  fcience  of  numbers.  He  keeps 

*  as   many  domefticks   as  a  grandee, 
4  and  his  table  for  delicacy  and  abun- 
'  dance  exceeds  that  of  the  chief  mi- 
'  nifler.  He  has  one  equipage  for  him- 

*  felf,  one  for  his  wife,  and  another 
'  for  his  children.     The  fineft  horfes 

*  and  mules  in  the  world  are  to  be  feen 
'  in  his  (tables.  And  the  other  day  he 
4  bought  and  paid  ready-money  for  a 

*  lich  let  of  harnefles  which  the  Prince 

*  of  Spain  cheapened,  and  thought  too 
4  dear.' — '  Inference!'   faid  Leandro; 

*  were  a  Turk  to  fee  this  merry  fellow 

*  flaunting  it  thus,  he  would  be  apt  to 
4  think  tiiat  his  good  fortune  was  juft 

*  going  to  give  him  the  flip.' — *  As  for 
4  what  may  happen,  I  know  not,'  faid 
Afmodeus  ;  '  but  I  cannot  help  think- 
4  ing  like  a  Turk. 

4  Blefs,  me,  what  do  I  fee!'  conti- 
nued the  daemon  with  aftonifhment: 
4  I  can  hardly  believe  my  eyes.  I  fee 
4  a  poet  in  the  hall  who  mould  not  be 
4  here.  How  dares  he  venture  hither, 
4  after  having  lampooned  feveral  of  the 
4  chief  of  the  Spanifti  nobility!  Sure, 
4  he  mult  depend  upon  being  defpifed 

*  by  them. 

4  Confider  attentively  that  honour- 


4  able  perfon  who  comes  in  leaning 
4  upon  a  fquirej  fee  how  every  body 
4  gives  hack  to  make  way  for  him.  It 
4  is  Signior  Don  Jofepho  f4^  Reynafte 
4  and  Ayala,  recorder  of  the  city.  He 
4  is  come  to  give  the  king  an  account 
4  of  what  happened  laft  nigh.t  at  Ma- 

*  drid.     Pray  do  but  admire  the  old 
'  gentleman.' 

4  Really,'  faid  Zambnllo,  '  he  has 
4  the  look  of  an  hon.eft  good  man.' — • 

*  It  were  to  be  wiflied,"    replied   the 
cripple,  *  that  every  corregidor  would 
4  chufe  him  for  their  pattern.     He  is 
4   notoneof  thofe  turbulent  fpirits  that 
4   do  everv  thing  out  of  humour  or  paf- 
4  fion.     He  will    not  commit    a  man 
4   upon  the  fingle  evidence  of  a  bailiff 
4  or  clerk.     He   knows  too  well  that 
e   fuch  people  generally  are  mercenary, 
4  and  capable  of  committing  the  bafe(i 
4  actions  under  his  name  and  autho- 
4  rity.    Wherefore,  when  a  man  is  to 
4  be  committed,  he  fifts  the  affair  till 
4  he  has  found  out  the  truth.     And 

*  indeed  he  never  fends  an   innocent 
4  man  to  gaol.     The  guilty  only  are 
4  committed   by   him.     Nor  does   he 
4  leave  even  them  to  the  barbarity  that 
4  is  exercifed  in  fuch  places.     He  vi- 
4  fits  thofe  unfortunate  people  himfelf, 
4  and  takes  care  that  no  inhumanity 
4  /hall  be  added  to  tht  juft  feverities  of 
4  the  law.' 

4  What  a  charming  character  is 
4  this!'  cried  Leandro,  4  and  what  an 
4  amiable  man  muft  he  be  I  I  fhould 
4  be  glad  to  hear  him  talk  to  the  king.' 
— 4  I  am  extremely  foiry,'  anfwered 
the  devil,  '  that  I  am  obliged  to  tell 
4  you,  I  cannot  comply  with  your  de- 
4  fire,  without  laying  myfelf  open  to 
4  be  infulted.  I  am  not  allowed  ac- 
4  cefs  to  crowned  heads,  that  would 
4  be  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of 
4  Leviathan,  Belphegor,  and  Aflita- 
4  roth.  I  have  already  told  'you  that 
4  thofe  three  fpirits  are  in  poffeflion  of 
4  the  privilege' of  ehgrofling  all  fbve- 
4  reigns.  Other  daemons  are  forbid 
'  appearing  in  courts;  and  I  do  not 
4  know  what  I  was  thinking  xipon 
4  when  it  came  into  my  head  to  bring 
4  you  hither.  I  own  it  was  taking  a 

*  very  rafh  ftep.     If  thofe  three  devils 

*  mould  light  on  me,  they  would  fall 
4  upon   me   moft   furioufly;  and,  be- 
4  tween  you  and  I,  I  fhould  have  much 
4  the  worit  of  it.' 

4  Since  we  are  in  fuch  tickHfli  cir. 
4  cumftances, 
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*  curnftaneej,'  replied  the  Undent, '  our 

would  be  to  make    off  as 

I    Ih'uild  be  mor- 

i  d   by 

,   without    being  able 

.'111  you;  for  were  I  to  take  your 

.  1  t.mcy  you  would  be  little  the 

4   her  •-'  No,  without  doubt,' 

i    Al'modeus;   '  they    would    not 

Mows,  and  you  would  (ink 

4   under  ii- 

4  B  he,  4  to  make  up  for 

'  not  being  ablf  to  introduce  you  into 
'  your  i's  clofet,    I  will  give 

i  i  itist.i&ion  which  is  well  worth 
'  ili.tt  wl-.ich  you  mult  lole.'  At  thefe 
words  he  took  Don  Cleofas  by  the 
ii  Mid,  and  cleft  the  air  with  him  to- 
y/aids the  monaftery  De  la  Merci. 


CHAP.     X. 

OF  THE  CAPTIVES. 

THEY  both  alighted  upon  a  houfe 
near  the  monaliery,  at  the  gate 
of  which  there  was  a  valt  concourfe  of 
people  of  both  fexes.  4  What  a  world 
4  of  people  are  here!'  (aid  Leandro 
Pete/;  4  what  ceremony  has  brought 
4  all  thde  folks  together!' — '  It  is,' 
anfwercd  the  daemon,  4  a  ceremony  you 
4  have  never  feen,  thoii«>ii  it  is  what 

*  happens  at   Madrid    every  now  ami 
4   then.     Three  hundred  (Lives,  all  of 
4  them  lubjects  to  rhe  King  of  Spain, 

*  will   be  here  in  a   moment.     They 
4  are  come   back  from  Algiers,  from 
4  whence  the  fathers  of  the  redemption 
4  have  ranfomed  them.    All  the  (Ireets 
4  they  are  to   go   through   will  imme- 
4  diately  becrouded  with  fpeftators.' 

4  Indeed,'  replied  Zambullo,  '  it  is 
4  a  light  1  have  never  yet  been  very 
4  fond  of  feeing;  and  if  that  be  what 
4  your  lordfhip  rcferves  for  me,  I  mult 
4  tell  you  plainly  you  mould  not  have 
4  cried  it  up  to  me  fo  much.'—'  I 
'  know  you  too  well,'  anfwered  the 
devil,  4  to  believe  the  fight  of  the  un- 
4  fortunate  will  bean  agreeable  amofe- 
4  ment  to  you;  but  when  I  tell  you, 
'that  at  the  lame  time  I  (hew  them 
4  you,  1  tiefign  to  let  you  into  fuch 
4  remarkable  particulars  as  occur  in 
4  the  captivity  of  Come  of  them,  and 

*  the    perplexity  that  others  will  find 
4  themlelves    in  at  their  return  home, 
4  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  be  lurry 
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•  th  it  I  have  given  you  this  direrfion.* 
— '  Oh,  no!    if  the  matter  be  y»  you 
:ent  it/ciiol  theftudcnr;   '  what 
'  you  tell  mi-  alt  ,    and  you 

'   will  oblige  MIC  by  keeping  your  uro- 
• 

Whilft  they  were  thus  talking,  thry 
heard  a  great  fhout,  which  came  from 
the  mob  at  ihc  fight  of  the  captives, 
who  advanced  in  this  order;  they 
marched  two  and  two  in  their  (laves 
hsbit,  with  their  chains  abotit  their 
necks.  A  great  many  monks  De  la 
Mcrci,  who  had  been  to  meet  them, 
walked  before,  mounted  upon  mules, 
whofe  houfings  were  black  ferge,  as  if 
they  were  leading  up  a  funeral  procef- 
(ion,  and  one  of  thefe  good  fathers  car- 
ried the  ftandard  of  the  redemption. 
Then  came  the  captives,  the  youngdt 
firft,  the  mod  aged  followed,  and  be- 
hind them  brought  up  the  rear  a  monk 
of  the  fame  order  as  the  firft,  mount- 
ed upon  a  fmall  horle,  and  this  re- 
verend friar  had  altogether  the  air  of  a 
prophet.  Indeed  he  was  the  head  of 
the  mi  (lion:  he  attracted  the  eyes  of 
the  fpeclators  by  his  gravity,  as  well 
as  by  a  long  grey  beard,  which  helped 
to  give  him  that  venerable  look;  and 
on  the  countenance  of  this  Sp.midi 
Mofes  was  to  be  read  the  inexpredible 
joy  he  felt  at  bringing  back  fo  many 
chiiftirtns  to  their  own  country. 

'  Thefe  captives,'  faid  the  cripple, 
are  not  all  equally  transported  at 
recovering  their  liberty;  and  if  there 
are  fomc  amongft  them  who  are  re- 
joiced at  being  fo  near  feeing  their 
relations  again,  there  are  others  who 
are  afraid  left,  during  their  ablence, 
fomething  may  have  happened  in  their 
families  more  cruel  to  them  than 
Slavery  itfelf. 

'  Thofe  two,  for  example,  that  walk 
fotemoft,  are  in  the  latter  cafe.  One 
of  them,  a  native  of  the  little  village 
of  Velilla  in  the  kingdom  of  Arra- 
gon,  after  having  been  ten  ye,usa 
(lave  amongft  the  Turks,  without 
hearing  any  thing  of  his  wife,  will 
find  her  married  to  a  fecund  huib  ird, 
and  mother  of  five  children  that  are 
none  of  his  own.  The  other,  the 
fon  of  a  clothier  of  Segovia,  was  car- 
ried oft"  by  a  corlair  near  lix;eer, 
ago.  He  is  afraid,  after  fo  many 
is,  that  the  h>ce  of  the  iamily 
may  be  very  much  altered;  and  hie 
fcari  are  not  without  foundation,  for 
S  '  hit 
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'«  his  father  anJ  mother  are  dead,  and 

*  his   brothers,  who  have  divided  the 

*  eltate,  have  by  their  ill  conduit  fince 

*  fpent  it.' 

«  I  am  examining  the  face  of  a  flave,' 
faid   the    ftudent,     *  who   by  his   air, 

*  feems  charmed  with  being  no  longer 
«  expofed   to  the    baftmado.* — '  The 

*  captfve  you  are  looking  at,'  anfwer- 
ed  the  devil,  '  has  great  re  a  ion  to  be 

*  rejoiced  at   his   deliverance;    for  he 
'  knows  that  an  old  aunt,  whole  fole 

*  heir  he  is,  is  juft  dead,  and  that  he 

*  is  going  to  enjoy  a  fplendid  fortune. 
«  This  is  the   circumftance    which  fo 

*  agreeably  takes  up  his  thoughts,  and 
«  gives  him  the  air  of  fatisfaction  you 

*  obferve  in  him. 

«  But  it  is  not  fo  with  the  unfortu-^ 
'  nate   cavalier   that  is   next  to   him. 

*  A   cruel   uneafmefs   incefl'mtly   tor- 
'  rrter.ts  him,  and  this  is  the  caufe  of 

*  it.     At  the  time  he  was  taken  by  a 

*  pirate   of  Algiers   in    paffing  from 

*  Spain  to   Italy,   he  loved   and   was 
'  beloved  by  a  fair  lady,  whofe  fide- 
«  lity  ha  fufpecls  was  not  proof  aga'mll 
«  the  impatience   and    uncertainty   of 

*  his  retain."-— *  And  has  he  been  long 

*  a  flave?'   faid   Zambullo.     '   Eigh- 

*  teen   months,'     replied    Afmodcus. 

*  Why,  then,'  faid  Leandro,  f  I  fancy 
'  this  lover  gives  too  much  into  an  un- 

*  neceifary  and   unjult  fear.     He  has 
«  not  put  his  iady's  conftancy  to  fuf- 
'  fkient  proof,  to  be  excufable  for  thus 

*  alarming  himfelf,'— • '  Nay,  but  you 

*  are   mtliaken    though,'    replied    the 
cripple;    c  for  his   princefo  no  fooner 
'  heard  he  was   a   flave   ir.    Barbery, 
'  than  fhe  provided  herfelf  with  ano- 
«  ther  gallant. 

*  Would  you  think,'  continued  the 
devil,    '  that   man  walking   next  the 
«  two   we   have  been  talking  of,  and 
'  whofe  thick,  red   beard  renders  him 

*  frightful  to  look  at;  would  you,  I 
«  fay,  think  that  man  ever  was  a  Tery 
'  pretty  fellow?     Yet  nothing  is  more 
«  ceitain;  and,  under  that  hideous   fi- 
'  Sure  you   &e  a  hero  whofe  ftory    is 
'  Ib  uncommon  that  I  will  give  it  you. 

*  That  tall  youth's  name  is  Fabri- 
'  cio.    Scarce  was  he  fifteen,  when  his 

*  father,    a  rich  hufbandman  of  Cin- 
'  quello,  a  great  market- town  in  the 

*  kingdom  of  Leon,  died,  and  fijortly 

*  after  his  mother;   fo  that  being  the 
'  only   fon,   he   remained  mailer  of  a 

late,  which  was  com- 


mitted to  the  admimftration  of  ait 
uncle,  a  man  of  probity.  Fabricio 
finifhed  his  ftudies  which  he  had  then 
already  begun  at  Salamanca,  and  af- 
terwards learned  riding,  fencing, 
and  in  fhort  neglecled  nothing  that 
could  contribute  to  make  him  ap- 
pear amiable  in  the  eyes  of  Donna 
Hippolita,  the  fifter  of  a  pretty  gen- 
tleman, whofe  cottage  was  about 
two  mufket-ihot  from  Cinquello. 
'  The  lady  wa»  perfe£Uy  hanufomr , 
and  much  about  the  fame  age  as  ITa- 
bricio,  who  being  ufed  to  fee  her  from 
his  infancy,  had,  as  it  were,  lucked 
in  his  love  for  her,  with  his  milk. 
Hippolita,  too,  had  eyes  to  fee  he 
was  not  ugly;  but  knowing  him  to 
be  the  fon  of  an  huibandman,  dif- 
dained  to  look  on  him  with  much  at- 
tention. She  was  infufterably  proud, 
as  well  as  her  brother  Don  Thomafo 
cle  Xaral,  who  perhaps  had  not  his 
equal  in  all  Spain  for  bJs  poverty, 
and  the  pride  that  puffed  him  up  uyon 
account  of  his  nobility. 
«  Th«  haughty  country  gentleman 
dwelt  in  a  houie  which  hecalled  hirs 
caille;but  which,  to  give  it  it's  due, 
wa&  no  rnore  than  aheap  of  rubbifh, 
it  was  fo  near  falling  over  his  head. 
Yet  though  his  eftate  would  not  al- 
low him  to  repair  it,  and  though  it 
was  as  much  as  ever  he  could  ilo  to 
make  both  ends  meet,  (till  he  mull 
have  a  valet  to  wait  on  him,  and  his 
fifter  a  negro  woman  befides. 
'  It  was  a  diverting  circumftance  fo 
fee  Don  Thomalb  make  his  appear- 
ance at  the  town  on  Sundays  and  ho- 
lidays, drefled  in  a  fuit  of  crimfon 
velvet,  the  pile  of  which  was  quite 
worn  off,  and  in  a  little  hat  with  a 
rufty  yellow  plrrme  of  feathers  in  it, 
which  he  kept  by  him  the  reft  of  the 
week  as  carefully  as  relicks.  Trick- 
ed up  in  thefe  tatter*,  which  he  look- 
ed »pon  as  fo>  many  proof s-of  his 
nobility,  he  ftrutted  like  a  lord,  and 
thought  he  fufticiently  repaid-the  low 
bows  that  were  made  him,  by  a  look 
or  a  nod.  His  fifttr  was  not  leis 
conceited  of  the  antiquity  of  her  fa- 
mily, to  which  folly  (he  added  that 
of  being  fo  anconfcionably  vain  of 
her  beauty,  a*  to  live  in  a  continual 
expectation  of  being  demanded  for 
a  wife  by  fome  grandee. 
«  Thefe  were  the  cHara£ler»-jf  Don 
*  Thomalb  and  Hippolita.  Fabiicfo 

«  wa» 
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l  well  acquainted  with  it;  and  in 

'   oidtr    to    iuiiiiu.itc    hinilcll    into    the 

•  :es  of  thefe  two  vain-gloii- 

4  ous   pen  'ii>,   iclulvcd  to  flatter  their 

itv  by  a  (hew  of  lefpecl;  which 
4  he  did  with  Co  much  art,  that  the 
4  brother  .ni-.l  l.llri  at  iali  condt-: 
'  to  allow  him  from  time  to  time  to 
4  come  and  pay  his  obei  lance,  fieing 
4  as  well  acquainted  with  their  poverty 
4  as  their  arrogance,  he  often  longed 
'  to  ni.i k'-. tli MII  an  offer  of  his  puifej 
4  but  this  he  was  deterred  from,  by 
4  the  fear  of  (hocking  their  pride,  and 
4  thereby'  making  them  his  enemies. 

*  However,    his   ingenious    generofity 
4  found  means  to  allilt  them,  without 
4  making   them    blufli.       "  Senior," 
4  laid  he  one  day   to   our  gentleman, 
41  I  Lave  two  thoufand  ducats  which  I 
4'  would  depofu  in  fome  friend's  hands; 
41  IK-  1  a  good  as  to  keep  them  for  me, 
"  and  you  will  oblige  me  vaftly." 

4  You  need  not  a(k  whether  Xaral 
'  conlcnted.  Befides  that  it  was  very 
'  low  with  him,  lie  had  the  right  con- 
'  /cience  for  a  ttuftee.  He  reailiiy 
4  took  the  lum,  and  as  foon  as  he  got 
4  it  inro  his  hands,  without  ceremony 

*  employed  a  good  part  of  it  in  repair- 
4   ins;  his  cottage,  and  providing  him- 
'   Kit   with  all   manner  of  neceffaiies. 

*  A  new  fuit  of  a  very  fine  blue  velvet 
'  was  taken  up  and  made  at  Salaman- 

*  ca;  and  a  green  fVather,  bought  there 
4  likewife,  robbed  the  old  yellow  plume 

*  of  the    glory  which  it  had   enjoyed 

*  from  time  immemorial,  of  adorning 
4   the  noble    fcull    of  Don    Thomafo. 
'  The  fair  Hippolita,  too,  had  hergew- 
4  gws,  and  was  entirely  new-cloathed 
'   from  top  to  roe.     It  was  thus  X»ral 
4  run   out   the  lum    he  was    intruded 
4  with,    without    ever    considering    it 
4  was  none  of  his  own,  and  that  he 
4  (hould    never   be   able   to   repay   it. 
4   That  was   a  fcruple  that  never  dif- 
4  turbed  hiuij  nay,  he  even  thought  it 

*  but  reafonable  that  a  plebeian  (hould 
4  pay  for  the  honour  of  a  gentleman's 
4  acquaintance. 

4  But  Fabricio  had  forefec n  all  this, 
4  imagining  at  the  fame  time  that  his 
'  ready-money  might  foften  Don  Tho- 
4  mafo  into  a  greater  familiarity,  and 
4  Hippolitn,  by  degrees  actuftoming 
4  herlelf  to  bear  his  aifidtiitics,  might 
'  at  hit  pardon  him  the  boldneis  of 
4  lifting  his  thoughts  fo  high  as  to  her. 
'  Indeed,  he  lud  freer  seed's  to  them 
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4  thin  before,  and  they  (hewed  him 
4  more  civility  than  they  ul'td  to  do: 
4  but  a  man  that  is  rich  is  always  well 
4  received  by  the  gie.it,  whenever  he 
4  will  make  himfclf  their  milch-cow. 
4  X'-nil  and  his  filter,  who  bttore 
4  li  ul  never  known  any  thing  more 
4  of  riches  than  it's  name,  no  fooner 
4  found  how  u(tful  it  was,  but  were 
4  of  opinion  Inch  a  man  as  Fahikio 
4  deferved  a  little  complaifance.  They 
4  treated  him  with  a  relpeci  and  attui- 
'  lion  th.«t  ctnrmcd  him.  He  thought 
4  his  perfon  was  ii'»w  not  djfagreenhle 
4  to  them,  -iiid  that  they  had  affur- 
4  elly  reflected,  that  gentlemen,  to 
4  keep  up  their  nobility,  were  every 
4  day  obliged  to  have  recourle  to  :.lli- 
4  ancts  with  mean  families.  This 
4  thought,  which  flattered  his  paflion, 
4  made  him  determine  to  ailc  Hippoliia 
4  ui  marriage. 

4  The  firlt  favourable  moment  he 
4  cowld  find  for  lp  aking  to  Don  Tho, 
4  mafo,  he  told  him  he  palfionstely  de- 
4  lired  to  be  his  brother-in-law,  and 
4  th.it  in  order  to  enjoy  this  honour, 
4  he  would  not  only  rtlinqni/h  his  right 
4  to  the  depolir,  but  would  befiiies 
4  make  him  a  prefent  of  a  thoufand 
4  piftoles.  The  haughty  Xr.ral  red- 
4  dened  at  this  propoial,  which  awa- 
4  kened  his  pride;  and  in  his  firlt  im- 
4  pulfes  of  pafllon,  could  hardly  for- 
4  bear  difcovermg  all  the  contempt  he 
4  entertained  for  the  fon  of  an  huf- 
'  bandman.  Yet  how  much  foever  he 
4  refented  this  ram  attempt  of  Fabri- 
4  cio,  he  fmotheitd  it;  and,  wiihoul 
4  any  figns  of  fcorn,  anfwtred,  that 
4  he  could  not  immediately  determine 
4  fuch  an  affair  upon  jhe  fpot;  that  it 
4  was  proper  Hippolita  mould  be  con- 
4  fulted  upon  itj  and  that  there  mould 

*  be  a  meeting  of  relations. 

4  He  lent  the  lover  home  with  this 

*  anfwer,    and   in    faft   called    a  diet, 
'  compofed  of  a  few  Hidalgoes  of  his 

*  neighbourhood,    who  were  related  to 
'  him,  and  whole  brains,  like  his,  were 
4  turned   with  their   fondnels   for   the 
4  Hidalguia.      He  held  a  council  with 
4  them,  not  to  alk  their  opinions  whe-. 
4  thcr  he  (hould  grant  his  filler  to  Fa- 

*  bricio,    but  to    contrive    how    th^y 
4  fhould  pnnimthjs  young  infolent  fel- 
4  low,  who,  notwithltanding  his  mean 
4  birth,  hael  dared  to  afpiie  to  the  pof- 
4  feffion  of  a  young  lady  of  Hippolita'* 
4  quality. 

S  »  «  When 
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'  When  he  had  laid  before  the  af- 
'  fembly  this  *Uring  action,  at  the  bare 

*  name   of-  Fabriciw,    of   a    hufbsnd- 
'•  man's  fon,  you  might  have  fee.n  tiie 

*  eyes  of  all  thefe  nobles  fparkle  with 

*  rage.     Each   man    vomited  fire  and 

*  flame  at  the  audacious  mortal.  They 
'  all  were  unanimous  that  he  ouqht  to 

<  breathe  his  laft  under  the  baftinado, 

*  to  expiate   the  affront    he  had    done 
'  their  family   by  the  propofal  only  of 
'   fo  flwmeful  a  match.     However,  up- 
'  on  mature  deliberation,   the  refult  of 
'  this  important  diet  was,  that  the  cri- 

*  minul  ftiould  be  fuffeied  to  live;  but 

*  to  teach  him  not  to  forget  himfelf  for' 

*  the   future,    they  fliould  play  him  a 
'  trick  which  he  might  have  caufe   to 
'  remember  a  long  while. 

*  Several    mean  rafcally    expedients 

*  were  pfopofcd,  and  at  lull  this  had  the 
'  molt  hands:     that   Hippolita    mould 

*  pretend  to  favour  F.ibn  jo's  nddref- 
«  it-s;  and  that,  under  colour  of  loften- 
'  ing  the  lover's  pain  for  Don   Tho- 
'  m.ilo's  refuf.l,  (he  fliould  make  him 
'  an  appointment  to  come  one  night  to 
4  the  cattle;  where,  the  moment  of  his 
'  being    let  in  by   the  negro  woman, 

<  people  potted  there  on  purpofe  mould 

*  furprize  him  with   that  wench,  and 
'  force  him  to  marry  her. 

'  The  fifter  of  Xntnl  at  fir  ft  gave 
1  into  this  villainous  contrivance  with- 
'  out  relutlance.  She 'thought  her 
'  piidc  was  concerned  to  look  upon  the 
f  puri'uits  of  a  man  of  a  condition  To 

*  va.tlly  inferior  TO  her  own,  as  an  out- 

*  rage  done  to  her.     But  this  haughty 

*  d/fpufition    loon  gave    wiy  to  emo- 
'  ticr.s  of  pity;  or  rather  Love  at  one 

*  blow    made    himfelf  matter    of    the 
'  proud  Ilit'puiita. 

*  From  that  moment  {he  confidered 
'  things  with  another  eye.     She  looked 
'  upon  theobfcurity  of  F.>bric:o's  birth 
'  as  amply  made  up  by  the  fhiningqua.. 
'   lilies  he  pofldTed ;  and  f'aw  nothing  in 

*  him  but  a  cavalier  that  deferved  her 
«.  tenderer}  afrVclion.     Admiie,'   conti- 
nued the  t'aeaion,  '  admire  the  prodi^i- 
'  ous  alteration  that  love  is  able  to  pro- 

*  du'-e.     This  very  fame  youag  crea- 
'  ture,    who   imagined  that    a    prince 

*  fcarcedefei  ved  her,  man  inftant  grows 

*  fcnii  of  the  ion  of  an  huibandman, 
'  and  hugs   herielf  in  his   pretenlions, 
'  after  thinking  herfelf  diflionoured  by 

*  them. 

<  She  gave  herfelf  up  to  the  incli- 


'  nation  that  hurried  her  away;  and, 
1  far  from  fubmitting  to  become  an 
'  inftrument  of  her  brother's  refent- 
'  ment,  carried  on  a  fecret  correfpon- 
'  dence  with  Fabricio  by  means  of  the 
'  negro  woman,  who  Ibmetimcs  intro- 
'  duced  him  into  the  cottage.  But 
c  Don  Thomafo  had  fome  luipicion  of 
'  what  paflsd;  he  began  to  fuipeci  his 
'  filter,  be  watched  her,  and  was  con- 
'  vinced  by  his  own  eyes,  that  inltead 
(  of  complying  with  the  intentions  of 
'  the  family,  (lie  betrayed  them.  Im- 
(  mediately  he  informed  two  of  his  cou- 
'  fins  of  it,  who,  taking-  fire  at  the 
'  news,  began  to  cry  cut,  '  Vengeance, 
"  Don  Thomafo j  venjitince!"  Xaral, 
'  who  wanted  no  prompting  to  de- 
c  mand  fatisfa6tion  for  an  offence  of 
'  this  kind,  anfwered  them  with  a 
'  Spanifh  modefty,  that  they  fiiould 
c  fee  the  life  he  could  make  of  his 
'  fword,  when  his  honour  was  to  be 
'  revenged.  He  then  defiied  them  to 
'  be  at  his  houie  on  a  night  which  he 
'  appointed  them. 

'  They  were  very  exa£t  t-o  their  ap- 
'  pointment.  He  curried  them  in,  and 
'  hid  them  irj  a  little  room,  without 
'  being  perceived  by  any  of  the  fami- 
'  lyj  he  then  left  them,  faying  he 
'  would  come  and  let  them  know,  fo 
1  foon  as  the  gallant  mould  have  fet 
'  his  foot  within  the  cattle,  provided 
'  he  mould  think  fit  to  come  that  night: 
«  which  did  n>:t  fail  to  happen;  the  un- 
'  lucky  planet  of  our  lovers  decreeing 
4  thiry  fliould  chufe  this  very  night  for 

*  an  interview. 

*  Already    was    Fabricio    with    his 
«  dear  Hippolitaj  and  they  had  began 
«  upon  a  topick  which  they   had   gone 
'  through   a  hundred  times,   and  yet, 

*  though  repeated  without  intet  million, 
«  has  Itill  always  the  graces  bf.  novelty, 
'  when   tliey  were  disagreeably  inter- 
'  rupted  by  thofe  cavaliers   that  were 
'  upon  the  wruch   in  order  to  furprize 
'  them.     Don   Thomafo  ana    his  two 
'  coufins  came   all  three  couragtouily 
'  pouring  in  upon   labiicio,   who  haJ 

*  but  jurt  time  to  draw,  and  who  judg- 

*  ing  by  this  action  of  theirs  that  they 
'  intended  to  murder  him,  fought  like 
'  one  in  defpair.     He  wounded  them 
'  all  three,  and  ftill  preleming  the  point 
'  of  his  fword,  was  ib  lucky  as  to  gain 
'  the  door  and  get  ofF. 

*  Upon  this,  Xaral  finding  his  ene- 

*  my  had  efcaped  hira,  after  ui/bonour- 
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ng  hi*  f.imily  unrcvcnged,  turned 
«  1,  llip- 

'  I'o  i;.«,  -.I  plungrd  his  fword  into 
«  her  h'-artj  r.r.d  his  iw.»  relations  mor- 
«  •  .:h  the  ill 

•  fuccefs  of  their  defigns,  each  of  them 
'   went  home  with  thru  wounds. 

.  cif  h»re,v  continued 
Afir»>.icus;  '  when  we  have  ften  all  the 
«  ci  by,  I  will  make  an  end 

k«  of  :n\  lury,  and  inform  you  how, 
rpon  all  his 
*  eltate,  on  account  ot  tliis  mcl.mcho- 
«  ly  accident,  he  had  the  misfortune, 
«  in  to  be  made  a  fl.ive.' 

'  Whillt  you  was  in  your  ftory,*faid 
Don  Cleofas,  '  I  coviid  not  help  taking 
«  notice  of  one  of  thdi  untorlunate 
'  people,  a  young  fellow  who  looks  fo 
<  deject  'iilliing,  that  it  wa» 

'  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  forbear  in- 

•  terrupting    you    to   enquire    into  the 

•  caule  of  it.' — '  Nor  will  you  lofe  your 

•  labour,'  anfwered   the   d^nion,  '  for 
4    I    can   latisfy  your  cuiiolity.     That 
«  llave,   wholl  melancholy  (truck  you, 

•  is   the  only  fon  of  a  good  family  at 
1  V'alladolul.     He  has  been   two  years 
4  in  captivity,  with  a  patron  who  has 
'  an   exceeding   pretty   wife;    and    his 
'  wife  was  violently  in    love  with    her 
'  (lave,  who    icturned    her   love   by   a 

•  very    tender    p^fTion,      The    patron, 

•  fufpefting  fomething,  made  Infte   to 

•  fell   the  chiiitian,  for    fear  his  bufi- 

•  nefs  at    his  hotife  might  be  the  pro- 
'  pagating    of    Turks.     The    : 

•  hsartcd  Caltilian  has  ever  fmce,  with- 
'  out  cer.fmg,  bewailed  the  loi's  of  his 
1   miltreis,   and  his   liberty  is  not  able 
'  to  make  him  eal'y  underi:.' 

'  An    old   gentleman    with  a    very 

•  g09d   al'prfl  ilraws  my  eyes  towards 

•  himr*    laid    Leandro    Perez;    '  pray 
'  who  may  he  be?'—'  It  is  a  baibcr  of 
'  Guipulcoa,'     anfwered     the     devil, 
'  who   is    returning   to  Bifca,  after  a 
'  forty   years  captivity.     At  the  time 

•  he  fell  into    a   coinir's    hands,   in   a 
'  voyage   from   Valencia  to  the  ifl.ivl 
4  of    Sar.imi  i,   who   had   a    wife,   two 
4  fons    and  a  daughter,  of  whom  the 

•  has   now   only   one    fon    left;    who, 

•  more  fortunate  thag   his  father,  has 

•  been  at  Peru,  and   is   returned  NMUI 

•  im me nfe    riches  to   his  own  country, 
4  where  he  has  bought  two  fine  elUtcs.' 
— '  What   fatisfaction!'  exclaimed  the 
Itudcnt,  '  what  tranlport  it  mult  be  to 
'  that  fon  to  enjoy  hit  father  again, 


'37 

'  rind  to  be  in  a  condition  to  make  hit 

«   l.ilt  day*  Lippy  and  eafy.' 

<  Yi.u  talk  like  a  K  i  nnate 

4  cliilJ,'  ic|)lir,l    the  cripple;   4  but  the 
'  Bifcayau  barber's  fon  IN  o: 

*  make.     Tiic    unexre&rd    arrival    of 
'  his  father  will  #ive  him  more  wieafi- 
4  nefs    than    plealure;   and   inftrad  of 

*  taking   him   home  into  his   houle  at 

i,  and  Sparing  nothing  to 
'  fhew  how  overjoyed  he  is  at  it-cover  - 
1  ing  him,  lie  may  pei  haps  make  him 
'  one  of  his  gime-keepi-rs. 

«  Behind  ttte  barber,    is   a  little  Ar- 

'  tagonian  phyfici.m,  as  like  an  ape  at 

4  one  drop  of  water   to  another.      He 

fortnight  at  Algiers; 

'  for  as  loon  as  the  Turks  learned  hi* 

*  profellion,    they    refufed    to  let   hi-m 
'  hay  amongll  them,  and  chofe  rather 
4  to   give  him   up  without  any  ranibm 
'  to    the    fathers   of   the   redemption, 
'  who  were  far  from   intending  to  re- 
4  deem  him,  and  have  fore  againft  their 

*  will  brought  him  back  to  S;>.u'n.' 

'  For  goodnefs  lake,  tell   me,'   faid 
the  ftudent,  '  who  that  very  odd  four- 

*  looking   fellow    is,    who    wa'ks   by 
«  himfclf  with  a  (hamMing  gait,    and 
'  his  hat  over  h:s  eyes?'—'  He  is,'  an- 
fwered  Afmodeus,  *   a   very  odd    fel- 
'  low  indeed,  and  the  ill- nature  in  his 

*  cour.ienance    proceeds    horn    having 
'  nobody  to    talk    to.      He  is   one  of 
'  thofe  di (agreeable   people  whom  Ho- 
4  race   has    let  a  n'.aik,  on  by  the  name 
'  of  queftion-afkeis    or  praters.      Not 
'  content  with  the  produce  of  his  own 
'  brains,  he  is  eternally  upon  the  hunt 

*  into  other   people's  affairs,  for   Ibma 
4  circumltances    to    adminiltsr  cafe  to 
4  that  rcltlcfs  prating  humour  fo  ftiock- 
4  ing  to  all  mankind.     And  this  rel- 
'  low   is    fo    finally   unfortunate  that 
4  way,  that   an    eighteen    month-,    fli- 
'  very  of  his  own,  together  with  that 
4  of  the  whole  (hip's  crew,  is   owing 
4   to  tins   very   filly  habit  or  aiking  im- 

*  pertinent    (juelfions.     For  whilll   he 

*  was  enquiring  of  the^pilot  the  !o»gf- 
4  tude   and   latitude  ot  feveral  places, 

*  the  knowledge  of  which  could  never 
4  be  of  the  Icait  ufe  to  him,  the  pilot, 

*  diverted  from  his  obfervations  bv  the 
4  young    man's  impertinence,  fufFeitd 
«  the  (hip  to  run  upon  a  bank  of  land, 
'  which   gave  an   Algerine  rover  time 
'  to   come   up  with  them,  and  make  a 
<  feizure  of  her,  and  all  tint    was  in 
'  her.      While  you    live,'    continued 

he, 
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he,  *  avoid   fuch  company;   trifling  at 

*  belt,  they  are  good   for  nothing  but 

*  to  difturb  the  p'eafure  and  repoie  of 
'  fociety.$    and  if  they  happen,  fof  the 

*  plague  of  mankind,  to  be  ill-natur- 

*  ed   with  their  curiolity,    there  is  no 

*  michief  they  are  not  capable  of,' 

'  You  need  not  fear  my  profiting  by 
'  this  piece  of  advice,'  replied  the  (Ki- 
dent,  '  for  my  own  fake  at  leaft.'— 
«  Very  well,*  faid  the  devil,  '  then  let 
«  us  refume  the  thread  of  our  obferva- 

*  tions,  which  that   good  for  nothing 

*  creature    has   broke  in   upon.      Ob- 

*  ierve    that   other    fiave    that    has    a 
«  lirtle  brown  cap  upon  his  bald  nnte. 

*  You   that   have  luch  a  tender  feeling 

*  of   others    misfortunes,    alas!    how 

*  much  would   you   pity  him,  did  you 

*  know  the  fufferings  he    has  under- 
«  gone  in  a  twelve  years  flavery  at  Al- 
'  giers  under  an  Englilh  renegade  to 
'   whole  lot  he  fell.'—'   And    who    is 
'  that   poor   captive?'   faid  Zambullo. 
'  He  is  a  cord*lier  of  Navarre,'  anfwer- 
ed   the    daemon.     '  I    muft  own  I  am 

*  very  glad  he  has  fuffcred  like  a  wretch 
'  as  he  is,  fince,    by  his  difcourfes  of 
'  morality,   he  hindered  above  a  hun- 

*  tired   chriltian  (laves  from  taking  the 

*  turban.' 

*  And  I  muft  tell  you  with  the  fame 
«  freedom,'  replied  Don  Cleofas,  <  that 
'  I  am  ferry  the  good  father  has  been  fo 

*  long  at  the  mercy  of  a  barbarian.' — 

*  Yon  are  as  much  in  the  wrong  to  be 
«  affli&ed,  as    I    to   rejoice  at  it,'  an- 
fwered     Aimodeus:     '  for    this    friar 

*  has   fo  well   improved   by  his   twelve 

*  years' i'ufferings,   that  it  is  much  bet- 
'  ter  for   him  to  have  paffed  that  time 
'  in  torments,  than  in  his  cell  tocom- 

*  bat  temptations*  which  be  would  not 
'  always  have  got  the  better  of.' 

*  The  captive  that  comes  immedi- 
'  ately   after  the  cordelier,'  faid  I^ean- 
dro  Perez,  *  looks   very  compofed   fof 
'  a  man  jolt  come  out  of  flavery.     He 

*  raifes  my  curiofity  to  know  who  he  is.' 
— .'  You    aie    before  hand   with    me,' 
replied    the  cripple,  '  1   was  going  to 

<  point  him    out  to   you.     In  him  you 

*  fee  a  citizen   of  Salamanca,  an   un- 
«  happy  father,   a  mortal  grown  infen- 
«  able  of  misfortunes,  by  having  run 
'  through  fo  many.     I  am  tempted  to 
«  relate  to  you  his  fad  ftory,  and  there 

*  leave    the   reft  of  the   captives,  and, 
«  indeed,  after  him  there  are  few  whofe 

<  adventures  deferve  reciting.' 


The  fVudent,  already  tired  with  fee- 
ing fo  many  fad  figures,  anfwered,  he 
dflired  nothing  better.  Immediately 
the  devil  began  the  ftory  contained  in 
the  following  chapter. 


CHAP.     XL 

OF  THE  LAST  STORY  THAT  AS- 
MODEUS  TOLD.  HOW,  AS  HK 
WAS  MAKING  AN  END  OF  IT, 
HE  WAS  SUDDENLY  INTERRUPT- 
ED; AND  HOW  DISAGREEABLY 
FOR  HIM  DON  CLEOFAS  AND  HE 
WERE  PARTED. 

c  T>ABLOS  de  Bahabon,  fon  of  an 
JL  '  Alcade  of  a  (mall  town  in  Old 

*  Oiftle,    after  having  divided  between 

*  himfelf,  and  one  brother  and  a  filter, 

*  a   final  I  inheritance   which   their  fa- 

*  ther,  though  a   covetous    man,   had 

*  left   them,   fet    out    for   Salamanca, 

*  with  defign  to  increafethe  great  num- 

*  ber  of  ftudents  that  then  crouded  to 
'  that  univerfity.     He  was  well  made, 
'  had  wit,  and  was  then  in  the  twenty. 
'  third  year  of  his  age. 

'   With   a  good  thoufand  of  ducats, 
'  and  a  very  great  inclination  to  fpend 

*  them    in  good  cheer,   he  did  not  long 
'  fail  of  being  talked   of  in   the  city. 
4  All   the  young    people   ftrove  for  a 
'   (hare  in  the  friendship  and  entertain- 
'  ments  which  Don  Pablos  every  day 
4  gave.     I  fay  dan,  for  he  had  aftumed 

*  that  title  in  order  to  fupport  his  pre- 
{  tendons  to  a  greater  familiarity  with 
'  fuch  (hulents,  whole  nobility   might 
'  otherwife    have  obliged  him   to    be- 
'  have  with  greater  referve.      But    fo 
'  much  did  he  love  diverfion  and  good 
'  company,   and    fo  little   did  he   ma- 
'  nage  his  purfe,  that  at  fifteen  months 

*  end   his   money  failed   him.      How- 
'  ever,  he  ftill  made  a  fhift  to  rub  on, 
'  as  well  by  the  means  of  credit  he  had 

*  given    him,  as   of  a  few  piftoles   he 
'  borrowed;  but  that  could  not  go  far, 

*  and    he  foon   remained   without  re- 

*  i't*rce. 

'  Upon  .this,  his  friends  finding  him 

*  unable  to  live  as  he  had   done,  for- 
'  bore   their  vifits,    and    his    creditors 
'  began  to  plague  him;  and  though  he 
'  aiTared   the  latter  that  in  a  few  days 

*  he  expefted  bills  of  exchange  out  of 
'  his  own  country,   yet  fome  of  them 
'  grew  impatient,   and  purfued  him  fo 

«  clofely 
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•  ;y  will)  bailiff*,  that  he  ivnrow- 
4  ly  t  leaped  heiu;.;  tukrn;  wlu-u,  as 
•he  •-.',  by  the  fide  of  the 

4  River    de    Tonnes,    he  met    an    ac. 

*  quuintunrr,    who  accniled    him  thus: 

D.MI  Pablos,  take  care  of 
for  I  mult  tell  you,  there 
are  ftveral  b-.iliH's  in  purluit  after 
you,  and  they  intend  to  lay  hold  on 
you  as  foon  as  ever  you  fet  your  foot 
within  the  town." 

.  ilnbon,  terrified  with  this  piece 
4  of  news,  which  but  too  well  agreed 
4  with  the  lliteof  his  affairs,  imme- 
4  diately  made  off  towards  Corita: 

*  but  left  the  road  with  intent  to  gain 
4  a  wood  that  was    in    his   view,  into 

*  which  he  threw  himfelf,  refolving  to 
4  lie  concealed   tlrere,  till  night  mould 
4  befriend   him  with  her    darknefs  to 
4  purlue  his  journey  with  more  fecu- 

*  rity.     It  was  a  fcafon  when  the  trees 
'   were  adorned   with  all  their  leaves; 

*  he  chofe  the  thickelt,  and  got  up-in- 
4  to  it,  and  there  fat  upon  it's  branches, 
'  the     leaves    of    which   entirely    hid 

*  him. 

4  Thinking  himfelf  fafe  here,    the 
'   fear  of  bailiffs   foon  vanilhed;   and 

*  as  men  make  the  finett  reflections  in 
4  the    world,     when    their    faults    are 
4  committed;  fo  he  callel  over  all  his 
4  ill  con  duel,  and   reiblved  if  ever  he 

*  mould    fee   himfelf   rich    again,     to 
4  make  a  better  ufe of  his  money;    but, 
4  above  all,   he  fwore  never  more  to  be 
4  the   bubble    of    thole  falfe  friends, 
4  who  draw  young  fellows  into  debau- 
4  chery;  and   whole  friend/hip  is  over 
'  with  the  fumes  of  th'jir  wine. 

1  Whillt  he   was   thus  entertaining 

*  liimfelfwith   thoughts  of  a  different 
4  kind,  that  creuded  into  his  mind  one 

*  after   another,  night  came  on.     Up« 
4  on  which,  difengnging  himtelf  from 
4  the  branches  and  leaves  that  covered 
4  him,  he  was  preparing  to  get  down, 

*  wlr  n  by  the  feeble  iight  of  the  moon, 
'  that  was  then  new,  he  thought  hcdif- 

*  cerned  the  form  of  a  man.     At  fight 

*  of  this,  his  former  fear  returned,  and 
4  he   fancied   it    was   the  bailitf,    who 

*  having  traced  him,   was  looking  for 
4  him   in  this  wood;  and   his  fear  in- 
4  creafed  upon  feeing  the  man  fit  duwn 
4  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  where  he  v»a», 
4  after  going  two  or  three  times  round 
4  it/ 

The  devil  on  two  flicks   ftopt  fhort 
in  liis  (lory  here;  '  Signior  Zartbullo,* 


hid  he  to  Clcofas,  *  give  me  leave  for 

*  a  few  moments  to  divert  my  felt  with 
4   the  perplexity  I  lee  I  have  ut  prelent 
'   put  you  imo.      You  are  very  much  in 
'   p:un  to  know  who  the  mortal  cuulii 
'   be    that  came    fo   unluckily   thither, 
4  and   what  could  have  brought   him. 
'   This   is  what   I  am  going  this  mo- 
'   ment  to  let  you  into.     I  will  not  a- 
'  bufe  your  patience. 

*  The   man,    afcer    fitting  down    at 
4  the  foot  of  the  tree,  whole  thick  fo- 
'  liage  hid  Don  Pablos  from  kirn,  relt- 
'  ed   himfelf  for  a  few   minutes.     He 

*  then   began   to  dig  the  earth   with  a 
4    poignard,    and    made    a    large   hole, 
4  wherein  lie  buried  a  leathern  bag;  he 

*  then    filled    up   the   hole,  coveted  it 

*  carefully  with  moi's,  and  went  away. 
4  Bahabon,  who  had  obletved  all  this 

*  with  thegreateft  attention,  and  whole 
4  fears  were  changed  into  tranfports  of 

*  joy,  waited  for  the  man's  being    at 

*  a  diltance,  that  he  might  come  down 
'  from  his  tree,  and   dig  up  the  bag, 

*  in    which  he   did  not  doubt  but  he 
4  (hould  find  either  gokl  or  (liver.     To 
'  this  end  he  made  ufe  of  his  knife; 

*  but  had  he  had  none,  he  found  him- 
'  (elf  fo  eager  for  the  work,  that  witJi 

*  his  hands  only  he  would  have  pene- 

*  tratedto  the  very  center  of  the  earth. 

*  The  moment  he  had  the  bag  in  his 
'  bauds,  he  began  to  found  it;  and  per- 
'  fu.ided  there  was    money    in   it,    ht 

*  battened  out   of  the  wood  with   h;/i 
'  booty,    not  fo  much  then  fearing  to 
<  meet  a  bailiff,  as  the  man  who  owned 
«  the  bag.     Tranfported  as  our  (Indent 

*  was  with  fo  lucky  a  hit,  he  walked 

*  nimbly  all  wighr  long,  without  keep- 
'  ing  any  road,  and  without  feeling  any 
4  fatigue  or    inconvenience    from   the 
4  burden  he  was  loaded  with.     But  as 
'  foon  as  the  day  glimmered,   he  llop- 
4  ped  under  feme  trees,  pretty  near  the 
'  town  of  Molorido,  not   fo  much  in- 
4  deed  to  reft  himfelf,   as  at  latt  to  la- 
4  tisfy  the  curiofity  he  had  to  examine 

*  into  the  contents  of  his  bng.       He 
'  therefore  untied    it  with   that  agree- 
4  able  trembling  you  feel  upon  the  ap- 
4  proach   of   any    vaft    pleafure.      He 

*  therein  found  a   parcel  of  good  dou- 
'  ble  piiloles;  and,  to  crown   his  joy, 
'  counted  to  the  tune  cf   two  hundred 
'  and  fifty. 

4  Hiving  contemplated  them  with 
'  excefllve  fatisfaclion,  he  began  to  be- 
4  think  himfcif  very  Jeriuuliy  what 

4  comic. 
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«  cotirfe  he  fhould  Hke;  and  when  he 
«  had  r\>rmed   his   refblmiori,    fattened 

*  up    his    doub'onsj&n     his    pockets, 
«  threw  away,  the  bag,  and  wpnttoMo- 

*  lorido.      He   enquired    out     an    inn, 
'  where  whiltt    his  bicakfait  was  pie- 
'  paring,  he  hired  a  mule,  and  that  very 

*  day  returned  to  S.tlamanca. 

4   He  perceived  plainly,  by  the  fur-. 

*  prize   every    body    (hewed    at    feeing 

*  him    again,  that   the    reafon   of    his 
«  difappearing   was    no  &crrt;  but  he 
«  had  his  (toiy  ready.      He  told  them, 
«  that  having  occafion  f.T  money,  a-rfd 

*  receiving- none  from  his  own  country, 
'  though   he  had  written  for  it  twenty 
'  times,  he  had  refolved  to  take  a  turn 
'  thither  himfelf;   and  ihr.t  the  day  be- 
'  fore,   jult  as  he  got  into  Molortdo, 
'  he  had   met  his  Reward   with  money. 

*  So  that  IIP   now  found  it  was  in  his 
,powerto  undeceive  thoie  who  thought 

*  him  a  man  who  had  no  fortune.     He 
'  added,    he  intended  to  ftiew   his   cie- 
'  ditors  *'iey  were  in  the  wrong  to  drive 

*  an   honeft   man    to  extremities,  wiio 
'  long   ago    had     paid    them,  had    his 
'  (towards    been  more  punctual    in  re- 

*  mitting  him  his  rents. 

'   In  reality,  the  next  day  he  fent  for 

*  all    his   creditors,   and '  paid  them  to 

*  the  laft  farthing.     The  fame  friends, 

*  that  had  deferted    him    in    his  want, 

*  no  fooner  knew  he   had  a  f  refli   fup- 
'  ply  of  money,  but  they  came  flock- 

i     ing  in  upon  him,  and  once  more  be- 
gan   to  flatter  him,  hoping  to  divert 
'  themfelves  again  at  his  expence.     But 
'  he  laughed  at  them   in  his  turn,    and 
'  religioufly  obferving  the  oath  he  h;ul 

*  fworn   in  the  wood,  fent   them  away 
'  abruptly.     Inftead   of   following   his 

*  former  way  o£  life,    he   turned    his 
'  thoughts  towards  making  a  progrefs 

*  in  the  fcience  of  the  laws,  and  ftudy 
«  became  his  fole  employment. 

*  However,  you  will  fay,  he  was  all 
'  this  while  very  confcientioufly  fpend- 

*  ing  the  double  piftoles  that   did  not 
'•  belong  to  him.    I  agree  with  youj  and 
'  he  was  .only  doing  what  four   parts 
'  in  five  of  mankind  will  do  in  the  like 
'  cai'e.      Yet  he  intended  fome  time  or 

*  otherto  reftore  them,  if  by  chance  he 

*  ftiould    difcover   who   owned   them. 
'But  relying  upon  his  good  intention?, 
'  he  fpent   them  without   fcruple,  and 

*  patiently   waited    till  he   mould  find 
«  him  out,  which  notwithftanding   he 

*  did  about  a  year  after. 


"«-  The  report  fpread  about  Salaman- 
ca, that  a  man  of  that  town,  called 
Ambrofio  Piquillo.  going  to  a  wood 
to  fetch  a  bag  full  of  pieces  of  gold, 
which  he  had  buried,  had  found  no- 
thing but  the  hole,  where  he  had  taken 
it  into  his  head  to  bury  them,  and 
that  the  poor  man  was  thereby  re- 
duced to  beggary. 

*  I  muft   fay,   in   praife  of  Bahabon, 
that  the  fecret  reproaches  of  his  con- 
Icience  at  hearing  this  were  not  thrown 
away.     He  enquired  where  Ambrofio 
lived,  and  made  Uim  a^vifit  in  a  lit- 
tle poor  habitation,  where  all  the  fur- 
niture was  one  chair  and  a  wretclu-d 
bed.      "  Friend,"    uid    he,  with   an 
hypocritical  air,  "  I  have  heard  from 
'  common   fame  the  fad  accident  that 
'   has    befallen  you;    and    charity  ob- 
'   l'S>'n&    IIS  all    to    help    «'-.:e  .mother 
'  as  far  as  we  can,  I  a  Sring 

"  you    fome   fmall    ;<i:  ':'  it    f 

'*  (hould  be  glad  to  I 
"  tunate    adventure    t. 
"   mouth/' 

"  Sir,"  ar.fwere  '  Piquillo,  "  I  will 
<{  tell  you  in  two  words.  I  had  a  fon 
"  who  ufed  to  rob  me.  I  perceived 
<c  it,  and  iearing  lie  might  lay  his 
"  hands  upon  a  loathe-,  n  bag,  wherein 
"  I  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  good 
"  dotiblons,  I  thought  I  could  nor  do 
"  better  than  to  bury  them  in  the  fame 
"  wood,  whither  I  had  the  folly  to 
"  carry  them.  Since  that  unlucky 
"  day  my  fon  took  all  that  I  had,  and 
"  run  away  with  a  woman  whom  hi 
"  had  debauchcJ.  Fi ruling  myielf  in 
"  a  deplorable  condition,  by  the  de- 
<e  baucheries  of  this  wicked  fon  of 
"  mine,  or  rather  by  my  foolifh  ten- 
"  dernefs  for  him,  I  had  recourfe  to 
"  my  kaihern  bag.  But,  alas!  the 
"  only  hopes  of  fuhfi'tence  which  I  had 
"  left  me,  were  cruelly  torn  from  rrtfe." 
'  The  poor  man  could  not  bring  out 

*  thefe  words  without  finding  his  af- 

*  fliflion  renewed,  and  fhedding  abun- 

'  dance  of  tears.     Don  Pablos  relented'" 
'  at    fo  moving   a    fcene,    and   laid  to 

*  him:  "  My  dear  Ambrofio,  we  muft 
"  not  lay  the  erodes  we  meet  with  too 
*'  much  to  heart;  your  tears  are  <)f  no 
*'  fervice,   they  will   never  fetch  back 
"  your  money,  which  is  really  loft  to 
"  you,    if  it  be  fallen  into  the  hands 
".of  any    rafcal.     But  who    knows! 
"  your  double  piftoles  may  have  hap- 
"  pen'ed  into  an  honeft  man's  hands, 

«  who 
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•«  who,  to  be  fure,  will  rrftore  t!- 
"   foon    ns    he    knows  tho 

i;«s  you   may  get 
,in,  do   not   <lcfp.ii 
««  and,  in  the  mean  while,"  ailded  he, 

•  (  u  the  I'.u ne  time  giving  him  ten  of 
'  thole  very  doublons  that  came  out  <>t 
«   the  leathern  bag)   "  here,   tak-;  this, 
14  and  come  again  in  eiglu  days."   Hi\- 

(>oke  thus  to  him,   he  told   him 
his    n^nif,    and   where  he   lived,  and 
went  out  of  the  room,  quiteconfound- 
'  ed  at  the  blcffings  and  acknowledg- 

*  ments  Ambrofio  bettowed  upon  him.' 
Such  are,   for  the  moft  part,    all  gene- 

u8  actions;  we  fhould  be  far  from  ad- 
them  could   we  fee  into  their 


motives. 

'  At  the  eight  days  end,  Piquillo, 
«  who  had  not  forgot  Don  Pablo's 

•  commands,  went    and   made   him    a 

•  vilit.     B-diabon  made  vwry  much  of 
«   him,  and  faid   very  affectionately  to 

•  him,    "  Friend,  upon  the  good  cha- 
•<  rafter  I  have  had  of  you,  I  nm  re- 
"  iblved  to  contribute  my  utmolt  to- 
«*  wards     your     re-eftabliihment.       I 
•'  will  employ  both  my  credit  and  my 
«'  purfe. 

««  As  a  beginning,"  continued  he, 
«<  do  vou  know  what  I  have  done?  I 
« '  am  acquainttd  with  foms  perfons  of 
««  diftinciion  who  are  extremely  chari- 
*'  table;  I  hiVebeen  with  them,  and 
««  have  moved  them  topity  you  fo  much, 
"  thru  I  have  got  two  hundred  crowns 
"  of  them  for  you."  At  the  fame  time 
«  he  went  into  his  clofet,  and  came  out 
'  in  a  moment  with  a  linenrbag,  where- 

•  in  he  had  put  that  fum  in  filver,  and 
'  not  in  doublons,  lelt  the  man  might 
«   fnl'peft  the  truth   of  the  matter,  by 
«  receiving    fo    many   double   piltoles. 
«  Whereai  by  this  artifice  he  obtained 

•  his  end   with    more  fecurity;  which 

•  was,   to   mak-j  reltitution  in  fuch  a 
«  manner  as  might  reconcile  his  con- 
«  fcience  with  his  reputation. 

*  And,  indeed,   poor  Ambrofio  was 

•  far  from  thinking  thefe  crowns  a  re- 

•  (titution.    He  linceiely  took  them  for 
'  a  gathering  maile  for  himj  and  hav- 

•  ing  again  humbly  thanked  Don  Pa- 
'  Mos,  returned  to    his   little  rotta{;e, 

•  bit  ffir.g  Heaven  all  the  way  for  find- 
4  ing  -A  gentleman  fa  good  as  to  take  all 
«  this  trouble  to  ierve  him. 

*  The  next  day  he  met  a  friend  in 

•  the  theer,  whole  affairs  were   not  at 
'  all  in  a  better  polture  than  bis  own, 


and  who  faid  to  him,  "  In  two  days 

•  •s  to  Cadiz  in  oider  to  -  m- 

•\  fhip  th  it   in  morlly 

i  I'.iil  f<>r  >  I  ilo  not 

'  likf  ill  •  '          •:  here,  and 

'  my  mii:d   tells    me  I   fhall  fucceed 

'  better  at   Mexico;    I   would  advife 

'  you  to  go  with  me,  if  you  can  mifc 

'  only  n  hundred  crowns." 

"  1  >  >.  hundred, "nnfwercd 

i  In,  "  without  any  trouble,  and 

'  would  willingly  undertake  thisvpy- 

I   hue  of  a  livelihood  in 

Indies."    Whereupon  his  friend 

boa  (ted   the  fertility  of   N:w  Spain, 

anrl   bid  before  him  fo  many  ways 

.  th?t  Ambrono,  giv- 

iiifr   into  his  friend's  views,   thought 

of  nothing  but  of   preparing   to   Jet 

out   for  Cadiz.     Rut  before  he  Itf't 

Salamanca,    he   took  care  to  have   a 

letter  lefc  with  Bahab^n,  wherein  he 

tells  him,    that    having  met   with   a 

very  good    opportunity  of  going   to 

UK:  Indies,  lie   hail  a  mind   to  make 

ufe   of   it,   in    order    to   try  whether 

fortune  would  be  kinder  to  him  in  a. 

new  country  than  111';  h:id  hetn  in  his 

own;  tliat  he  to..lv  the  liberty  of  in- 

tWming  him  of  it,  and  of  adoring 

him  he  would  never  forget  liis  great 

ITS  to  him. 

*  Ambiofio'sdeparture  a  little  vexed 
Don    Pablos,   who   tnereby  law  tin 
fcheme  he"  had  hid,  by  Mule  and  lit- 
tle to  difcharge  his  confcience,  quite 
difconcerted.     But   conlidcring    that 
in   a   few  years    the   good  oKI  man 
might  return   to   Salamanca,    he  in- 

i, ,  and  applied  hiin- 
felf  more  than  ever  to  the  civil  and 
canon  laws,  and  made  fo  prodigious 
a  progrels,  as  well  by  his  applica- 
tion, as  the  quicknefs  of  his  parts, 
tint  -he  became  the  molt  mining 
member  of  the  univciTity,  ami  was 
at  laft  chufcn  rc£tor  of  it.  He  was 
not  content  with  Supporting  that  ho- 
nour by  his  profound  learning,  but 
took  fudi  infinite  pains  with  himlelf» 
as  to  acquire  all  the  qualities  of  a 
man  of  honour  an.i  in'.e^'-iry. 

*  Whilll  he  wag  rector,  he  heard  that 
a    young    fVllow  of  Salirnanca    had 
been   f>mn  .tied    to   priion    upon    ati 
acculatiun  for  a  rape,  and  was  upon 
the  pom:    of    being    executed.      II. .- 
habo;i,    r>p-:|1  (l  ^eiing  th.it 
Piquillo's  Icn  hud  carried  t  ff  a  wo- 
man,  enquired  who  thepriibner  was; 

T  «  and 
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and  bein#  informed  it  was  this  very 
fon  of  Piqui'lo,  undertook  his  de- 
fence. One  admirable  circumftance 
in  the  fcience  of  the  law  is,  that  it 
furnifhes  arguments  on  both  fides; 
and  as  our  rector  was  a  compleat 
matter  of  it,  he  made  an  excellent 
ufe  of  it  in  defence  of  the  criminal. 
It  is  true  he  joined  to  it  the  credit  of 
his  friends,  and  the  ftrongeft  felici- 
tation; which,  indeed,  did  more  than 
all  the  reft. 

*  The  criminal  then  came  off  whiter 
than  fnow,  He  weat  to  thank  his 
deliverer,  who  laid  thus  to  him:  "  I 
have  ferved  you,  but  it  was  in  re- 
gard  to  your  father;  I  love  him; 
and,  to  give  you  a  frefh  inltance  of 
it,  if  you  have  any  thoughts  of  con- 
tinning  here,  and  living  hoiieftly,  I 
will  undertake  to  make  a  man  of 
you;  if,  as  your  father  has  done, 
you  have  a  mind  to  take  a  trip  to 
the  Indies,  you  may  be  fure  of  fifty 
piftoles,  I  engage  my  word  for 
them."  Young  Piquillo  made  him 
this  anfwer:  "  Since  I  have  the  ho- 
nour  of  your  -lord  (hip's  protec- 
tion,  I  mould  act  very  wrong  to 
leave  a  place  where  I  enjoy  fo  great 
an  advantage.  No,  my  lord,  I  will 
remain  at  Salamanca,  and  do  pro- 
teft  to  you,  that  my  conduct  (hall 
be  fuch  as  mall  plead-  you."  Upon 
theie  aflurances,  the  reflor  put  twen- 
ty piftoles  into  his  hands,  faying, 
Here,  friend,  take  thefej  take  up 
Come  honeft  profeulon,  employ  your 
time  well,  and  reft  'allured  that  I  will 
not  defert  you." 

«  About  two  months  afterwards,  it 
happened  that  young  Piquillo,  who 
from  time  to  time  uled  to  make  his 
court  to  Don  Pablos,  one  day  ap,, 
[ired  before  him  all  in  tears. 
What  is  the  matter  with  you?" 
laid  Bahabon.  "  Sir,"  anfwered 
the  Ion  of  Ambrpfio,  "  I  have  juft 
heard  a  piece  of  news  that  breaks 
my  heart.  My  father  has  been. 
taken  by  an  Algerine  rover,  and  is 
actually  in  chains.  An  old  man  of 
this  town,  who  is  returned  from 
Algiers  after  a  ten  years  (livery, 
whom  the  lathers  of  mercy  have. 
lately  redeemed,  juft  now  told  me 
lie  left  .  him  there  a  captive.— 
Alas!"  added  he,  beating  his  breaft, 
and  tearing  his  hair,  "  wretch  that 


"  I  am!  it  was  my  debaucheries  forced 
"  my  father  to  hide  his  money,  and 
"  banifh  himfelf  from  his  country! 
«'  it  is  I  that  have  delivered  him  up  to 
"  a  barbarian  who  is  loading  him  with 
"  fetters!— Ah,  Signior  Don  Pablos, 
"  why  did  you  rel'cue  me  from  the 
"  hands  of  jultice!  fince  you  loved 
"  my  father,  you  fhould  have  been 
"  his  avenger,  and  fuffered  me,  by  my 
"  death,  to  have  expiated  the  horrid, 
"  horrid  crime,  of  having  caufsd  all 
"  his  calamities." 

'  At  this  dilcourfe,  which  (hewed  a 

*  raki(h  fon  converted,  the  rector  was 

*  moved     with    the    grief   which   the 

*  young     Piquillo    teitified.       "  My 

child,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  with  plea- 
fure  I  fee  you  repent  of  your  faults; 
but  dry  up  your  tears.  It  is  fuffi- 
cient  that  I  know  what  is  become 
of  Ajnbrofio,  to  affure  you  that  you 
(hall  fee  him  again.  His  liberty  is 
to  be  purchafed  with  a  raalbm,  and 
that  I  take  upon  myfelf.  What- 
ever he  rnay  have  fuffered,  I  am 
perfuaded  that  finding  a  difcreet  af- 
fectionate fon,  in  you  at  his  return, 
he  will  no  more  complain  of  his  ill 
"  fortune." 

'  Don  Pablos  eafed  the  mind  of  Am- 
'  brofio's  fon  by  th  s  promise,  and  three 
{  or  four  days  after  he  fet  out  for  Ma- 
'  drid;  where,  upon  his  arrival,  he  put 
'  into  the  hands  of  the  fathers,  of  mercy 

*  a  pin  fe  of  an  hundred  piftoles^   with 
4  a  little  label  upon  it  in  thefe  words; 
"  This  Aim  is  given  the  fathers  of  re- 
"  demption,  for  the  ranfom  of  a  pooc 
'*'  citizen  of  Salamanca,   named  Am-, 
"  biofio  Piquillo,  captive  at  Algiers." 
'  Thofe  good    fathers,     in   their    laft 

*  voyage   ;o  Algiers,  have  punctually 
'  followed  the  rector's  intention.  They 

*  have  redeemed  Ambrofio,  who  is  the 

*  flax'e  whcfe  compoled  air  you  fo  much 
'  admired.* 

'  But  methink?,'  faid  Don  Cleofas, 

*  Bahal>on    is  now  not   at    all  in    the 

*  citizen's  debt.' — '  Don  Pablos  is  not 
'  of  your   opinion,'   anfvyered    Afino- 
deus:     «  he    intends    to    return    both 
'  principal  and  intereft.     His  nice  con- 

*  fcience  is  even  Icrypulous  of  enjoy- 

*  ing  the  wealth  he  has  acquired  dur- 
'  ing  his   r?ctor(hip.      And  when    he 
'  iees  Piquillo,  he  intends  to  fay  thus 
'  to  hims  . "  My  dear   friend,    Am- 
«  brofio,  no  longer    look    on    me  as 

"  your 
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tf  your  hencfaflor;   in    me   you   only 

-  ,i!  who  dug  up  the  money 

you  hid  in  the  wood.     It  is  not  fut- 

to  rcftore  you  your 

!    and  fifty   doublons, 

fmce  I  made  ufc  of  it  to  attain  the 

tank  I  hold  in  life;  whatever  I  have 

is  yours.     I  will  keep  no  more  than 

you   (hall   jiulgc   neceflary   to " 

.lie  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  (topped 
Ihoi  t.  He  was  fuddenly  taken  with  a 
frilbn,  and  changed  colour. 

'  What    is    the   matter?'    faid     the 
ftudent;   «  what  extraordinary  motion 

*  makes  you  fluke,   and  Hop  fhort?'— 

*  Ah!     Signior   Leandro,'    cried    the 
c'x-mon,  with  a  trembling  voice,  '  how 
'  unfortunate  am  I !  The  conjuror,  who 

*  kept  me  in  the  bottle  in  his  labora- 
1  tory,  has  found  I  am  flown.     He  is 
'  g°'nS  to   recal  me  by  fuch   forcible 
'  conjurations    as    I    cannot    refifh'— 
«  What  a  mortification  is  this  to  me!' 
faid  Don  Clscfas,   quite  fattened  with 
companion,  '   and  what    a  lofs    am    I 
k  going  to  fuflfer!  Alas,  we  are  going 
«  to  part  for  ever!' — '  I  do  not  think 

*  fo,'     anfwered     Afmodeus.     *  The 
'  magician  may  want  my  aflillance,  and 
'  if  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  do  him 
'  any    fervice,   perhaps  out   of  gratl- 

*  tude   he   may    give   me  my  liberty. 

*  If  that  mould  happen,  as  I  hope,  de- 

*  pend  upon  it  I  will  loon  be  with  you, 

*  upon  condition  that  you  reveal  to  no 
«  fonl  living  what  has  this  night  paflTed 

*  between  us;    for  mould   you    be   fo 
c  indifcreet  as  to  impart  it  to  any  bo- 

*  dy,  I  tell  you  before-hand  you  will 
'  never  fee  me  more. 

'  What  makes  my  leaving  you  a  lit- 

*  tie   eafier  to  me,'  purfucd  he,  '  is, 
«  that,  at  the  worlt,  I  have  madeyonr 

*  fortune.     You    wi'l   marry   the  fair 
'  Seraphina,   whom  I  have  made  doat- 

*  ingly    fond    of  you.       Signior  Don 

*  Pedrd  tie  Efcolano,  her  father,   is  re- 
'  iblved  to  many  her  to  you.     Do  not 

*  let    flip  fo    fine  a  fettlement.— But, 

*  blefs  me!'  added  he,  '  I  already  hear 

*  the  magician    call  me;  all  hell   rings 
'  with  t'ne  terrible  words  pronounced 
f  by  this   formidable  cabaliii.     I  can- 
«  not   Hay  any  longer  witli  your  lord- 

*  /hip.       Adieu,    dear    Zambullo,    till 
'  I    fee  you    again!'     At  thefe  words, 
he  embiaced  Don  Cleofas,  and  having 
feen  him  fate  to  his  apartment, 
peared. 


CHAP.  xir. 


OF  WHAT  DON  CLEOFAS  DID  AFTER 
TIM-:  DTVIL  HAD  LfFT  HIM,  A  N  l> 
HOW  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THIS 
WORK  THOUGHT  KIT  TO  END  IT. 

AS  foon  as  AfmoJeus  was  gdne, 
the  (tudsnt  finding  himfelr'  ta- 
tigued  with  having  been  all  the  night 
on  his  legs,  beftirring  himfelf,  un- 
drefled  and  went  to  bed,  to  take  a  lit- 
tie  relt.  His  fpirits  were  fo  agitated, 
he  could  hardly  get  to  fleep;  but  at 
l^!r,  paying  Morpheus  that  tiibute 
which  all  mortals  owe,  with  ufury,  lie 
fell  into  a  dead  fleep,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued that  whole  day  and  the  follow- 
ing ni^ht. 

In  this  condition  he  had  remained 
for  four  and  twenty  hours,  when  Don 
Lewis  dc  Lujann,  a  young  gentleman 
of  his  acqua;n  ance,  came  into  his 
chamber,  crying  out  as  loud  as  he 
could,  '  Solu),  "Signior  Don  CleofasI 
'  up,  up!'  At  this  noile  Zimbullo 
waked'.  «  Do  you  know,'  faid  Don 
Lewis,  '  that  you  have  been  a-bed  ever 
'  fmce  yefterday  morning?'—'  That 
'  is  impoffible,'  anfwered  Leandro. 
*  And  yet  nothing  can  be  more  true,* 
replied  his  friend:  '  you  have  flept  the 
'  clock  round  twice.  Every  body  in 
'  the  houfe  has  afftired  rae  it  is  facl.' 

The  Hudcnt,  altoniflied  at  fo  long  a 
nap,  was  at  firll  afraid  that  his  adven- 
ture with  the  Devil  uponTwo  Sticks  was 
no  more  than  a  dream.  Yet  he  could 
not  think  fo  neither;  and  when  he  re- 
called fome  particular  circumliances, 
he  no  longer  doubted  but  what  he  rnd, 
feen  was  real.  However,  to  cafe  his 
doubts,  he  got  up,  drefled  with  all  hafte, 
and  went  out  with  Don  Lewis,  whum 
he  carried  towards  the  gate  of  the  fun, 
without  telling  him  any  realt.n.  \Vheii 
they  were  there,  and  Don  Cleofas  found 
Don  Pedro's  houfe  almolt  burnt  to 
the  ground,  he  pretended  a  furprize. 
«  What  is  this  I  fee!'  laid  he.  «  What 
«  fad  work  the  fire  h,$  made  he  re  I 

•  Whole  was  this  unfoitunate  ho     j? 

•  Js  it  long  fmce  it  was  burnt?' 

Don  Lewis  de  Lujana  anfwered  his 
two  quc'.ttons;  and  thus  purfued  his 
difcourfc:  '  The  vait  damages  of  thi* 
'  fire  make  lefs  noile  in  the  city  th.m 
'  a  circumftance  I  am  going  to  tell 
T  *  '  you. 
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you.  Signior  Don  Pedro  de  Efco- 
lano  has  an  only  daughter,  beautiful 
as  the  day.  They  fay  ftie  was  in  a 
room  filled  with  fire  and  fmoke, 
where  (he  muft  inevitably  have  pe- 
ri (bed,  and  (he  was  refcued,  not- 
withftanding,  by  a  young  gen- 
tleman, whofe  name  I  have  not  yet 
learned.  It  is  the  common  topick 
of  every  converfation  at  Madrid. 
The  cavalier's  bravery  is  cried  up 
to  the  fkies;  and  it  is  believed,  that 
though  he  be  nothing  more  than  a 
private  gentleman,  he  may  very  well 
obtain  the  daughter  of  Don  Pedro, 
as  the  reward  of  fo  glorious  an  ac- 
tion.' 

Leandro  Perez  liftened  to  Don  Lewis 
without     mewing    he    was    the    leaft 
concerned  in  what  he  was  talking  of  5 
and   difengaging  himfelf  upon  an  ex- 
cufe  he  feigned,  he  went  to  the  Prado, 
and  fitting  down  under  fome  trees,  fell 
into  a  deep  thought.     Immediately  the 
Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  came  into  his 
jnind.      *  I   cannot/    f^id    he,    «  too 
much  regret  my  dear  Aiinodeus.     He 
would   in  a  fhort  time  have  carried 
me  all  over  the  world,   and  I  Ihould 
have   made   that   tour   without   any 
ofihe  inconveniences  that  travelling 
is  liable  to.  Doubtlefs,  I  have  a  great 
JoCs!— But,1  prefently   fubjoined  he, 
perhaps  it  is  not  irreparable.     Why 
mould  I  deipair  of  Teeing  him  again? 
It  may  happen,  as  he  himfelf   laid, 
that  the  conjuror  may  immediately 
give  him  his  liberty.'     Then  think- 
ing  of  Don  Pedfo  and  his  daughter, 
he  refolved  to  make  him  a  vifit,  pufh- 
ed  on  by  the  curiofity  alone  of  feeing 
the  fair  Seraphina. 

The  moment  he  appeared  before  Don 
Pedro,  that  lord  ran  and  embraced  him 
with   open  arms;  crying  out,    '  Wel- 
come,   generous    cavalier!    I   began 
to   be   angry    with   you.     "  How," 
faid  I,  "  after  the  prefling  instances 
**  I  made  Don  Cleofas  to  come  and  fee 
'  me,  is  he  itill  abfent  from  my  eyes! 
'  How  ill   does  he  return   the   impa- 

*  tience  I  feel  to  teftify  the  elteem  and 

*  friendfhip  I  have  for  him!'" 
Zambullo   hung  down  his  head  out 

of  refpeft  at  fo  obliging  a  reproach j 
and  excufed  himfelf  to  the  old  gen- 
tleman, by  telling  him  he  feared  he 
ihould  have  been  troublefome  in  the 
confufion  he  judged  he  mutt  have  been 
in  the  day  before.  *  That  excufe  will 


not  fatisfy  me,'  replied  Don  Pedroj 
you    could   never  be  troublefome  in 
a  houfe,  where  had  it  not  been  for 
you,    a  greater   fadnefs    would  have 
reigned.     But,' added  he,    '  be  plcaf- 
ed    to    follow    raej   you  have  other 
thanks  to  receive  btfides  (mine.'     At 
thefe  words  he  took  him  by  the  hand, 
and  led  him  into  Seraphina's  apartment* 
That  lady  was  juit  come  from  pray, 
ers:  '  Daughter,'  (aid    her  father,    '  I 
am  come  to  preftnt  the  gentleman  to 
you  who  fo  bravely  faved   your  life. 
Shew    him    how  fenfible  you  are  of 
the  great   favour  he  did  you,  fmce 
the  condition  you  was  in  the  day  be- 
fore yefterday  would  not  permit  you- 
to  do  it  then.'     Whereupon  Signers 
Seraphina,  opening  a  mouth  of  rofes, 
addrefled  herfelf  to  him  in  a  compli- 
ment that  would  charm  all  my  readers, 
could   I  repeat  it  word  for  word;  but 
as  it  has  not  been  handed  down  to  me 
cxa£lly,  I  chufe  rather  to  pals  it  over 
in  filence,  than  fpoil  it. 

I  mall  only  fay,  that  Don  Cleofa* 
imagined  it  was  a  divinity  he  faw  and 
heard,  and  that  he  was  at  once  taken 
by  the  eyes  and  the  ears.  Imme- 
diately he  felt  a  violent  paffion  for  her. 
But,  far  from  confidering  her  as  on« 
he  was  fure  of  marrying,  he  doubted, 
notwithstanding  all  the  devil  had  faid, 
whether  fo  glorious  a  reward  was  to  be 
the  recompence  of  a  fervice  they  ima- 
gined he  had  done  them.  The  more 
charming  (he  appeared  to  him|  the  lefs 
did  he  dare  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the 
happinefs  of  gaining  her. 

What  confirmed  him  in  his  uncer- 
tainty of  obtaining  fo  great  a  bleffingr 
was,  that  Don  Pedro,  during  the  long 
converfation  they  had,  never  touched 
once  upon  that  firing;  and  only  loaded 
him  with  civilities,  without  hinting 
the  leaft  defire  to  be  his  father-in-law. 
Seraphina,  too,  on  her  fide,  as  polite 
as  her  papa,  turned  the  difcourfe  whol- 
ly upon  gratitude,  without  making  ufe 
of  any  expreffion  that  could  give  Zam- 
bullo room  to  think  that  (he  loved  him. 
So  that  he  took  his  leave  of  Signior 
Elcolanowith  a  great  deal  of  love,,  and 
very  little  hope. 

'  Friend  Afmodeus,'  faid  he,  in  his 
way  home>  as  if  he  had  been  fiill  with 
the  devil,  '  when  you  allured  me  that 
'  Don  Pedro  was  inclined  to  make  me 
'  his  fon-in-law,  and  that  Seraphin* 
'  burnt  with  a  lively  flame  which  you 

<  had 
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had  Infpircd  her   with  for   me,  vt.'i 

m»i.t  h:tv;-  intended  to  divert  yourlrlf 

at  my  exprnce,  or  e'.i'c  yu  mult  own 

that-  you   know  as  little  of  the  pie- 

fent  as  the  future.' 

Our  lludcnt  was  lorry  he  had  vifitrd 

thr    lidy;  and,  looking  upon  his  paf- 

lion  for  her  as  an  ill-fated  love  he  ought 

to  conquer,  refolved  to  fyare  no  pains 

to  accomplirti  it.     He  went  farther;  he 

reproached   himfelf  with   his  eagernefii 

at  puihing  his  defign,  fuppoling  he  had 

found  thttfather  inclined  to  grant  him 

his  daughter}    and  looked  upon   it  as 

ftiamefuFto  owe  his  happinefs  to  an 


He  was  ftill  full  of  thefe  re6fftions, 

when  Don  Pedro,  having  lent  for  him 

the  next  day,    began    thus:    '  Signior 

Leandro  Perez,  it  is  time  for  me  to 

prove  by  my  actions,  that  when  you 

obliged   me,    you  did  not  do  a  good 

office  to  one  of  thofe  courtiers  who, 

were  he  in  my  place,  would  content 

himfelf  with  returning  it  with  a  lit- 

tle court  holy-water.     But  I  intend 

that  Seraphina  herfelf  flvall  be  the  re- 

ward of  that  danger   you   ran  upon 

her  account.     I  muft  tell   you,  too, 

that  I  have  found  lier  to  be  my  own 

daughter,  in  the  propofal  I  made  her 

of  marrying  her  deliverer.  She  fhew- 

ed  her  joy   by  a  tranfport  which  has 

convinced  me    her  gratitude   equals 

my  own.     It  is  then  refolved  on  you 

(hall  have  my  daughter.' 

At  thefe  words,  the  good  Signior  i!c 

Efcolano,  who  expecled  Don  Cleofas 

would  have  returned  his  mod  humble 

thanks  for  fo  great  a  favour,  was  fur- 

pi  ized  to  fee  him  ft  and  fpeechlefs  and 

confounded.     '  Speak,  Zambullo,'  faid 

he;  '  what  am  I  to  think  of  the  dif- 

'  order  my  propofal  has  put  you   into? 

«  What  can  have  let  you  again  ft  her? 

•  Ought  a  private  gentleman  to  re  f  ufe 
«  an  alliance  by  which  a  grandee  would 

•  think  himfelf  honoured?  Has  the  no- 
«  biliiy  of  my  family  any  blemifh  that 

•  I  am  a  (hanger  to?' 

'  My   lord,'  anfwered  Leandro,  '  I 

•  am  but   too    fcnfible  of  the  diftance 
<  which   Heaven  has    placed    between 
«  us.'  —  '    Wherefore,     then,'     replied 
Don  Pedro,     '  do    you  feem  fo  little 

•  pleafed  at  a  marriage  that  does  you  Ib 
'  much  honour?  Come,  be  ingenuous, 
'  Don  Clcofas;   you  are  in  love  with 


'  fome  lady  to  whom  you  have  given 
'  yourfaith}  and  it  is  (he  whole  intrrcd 
'  at  this  time  (land*  as  a  bur  to  your 
'  advancement.' — '  Madia  miftrefs.to 
'  whom  I  might  have  engaptd  myfelf 
'  by  any  oath,'  anfwtre.l  the  ft 
'  without  doubt,  no  re.ifon  flionld  in. 
'  duce  me  to  be  falfe  to  her.  J)  it  it 
'.  that  which  prevrnts  my  ac- 

*  cepting  your  favours.     The  nice  no- 

*  lion  I  have  of  honour  commands  me 
'   to  forego  the  glorious  clbMimment 
'  you  dcligu  me;  and,  far  fiom  intend- 
'  ing  to  make  an  ill  ufe  of  the  error 
'  you  are  in,  I  am  going  to  undeceive 
'  you:  I  am  not  Seraphina's  deliverer.' 

'  Wliatdol  hear?' cried  the  old  gen- 
tleman, in  amaze;  '  Was  it  not  you 
4  that  refcued  her  from  the  fhmes  that 
'  were  going  to  devour  her?  Was  it 

*  not  you  that  performed  i'o  gallant  an 
'  aftian?' — «  No,   my  lord,'  anfwered 
Zambullo.     '  Vain  had  been  that  at- 
'  tempt  to  any  mortal  man,  and  I  wilt 

*  plainly  tell  you  it  was  a  devil  that 

*  faved  your  daughter.' 

Thefe  words  increafed  Don  Pedro'* 
furprize;  who,  thinking  he  ought  not 
to  underftand  them  in  a  literal   fcnf'e, 
defired    the    ftudent  to  fpe^k    plainer. 
Upon    this    Leandro,    without   giving 
himfelf    any     pain     for    Afmodeus's 
friendfhip,  told  him  all  that  had  paJTeif 
between  the  devil  and   himfelf.     Th« 
old  gentleman  then    irfomed   the  dif- 
couiie;  and  faid  to  DonCleofas,  '  The 
confidence  you   have  now  rrpofed  in 
me,  confirms  me  in  my  defign  of  Air- 
ing you  my  daughter/   You  are  Ori- 
ginally  her  deliverer;    had  not  you 
interceded   with  the  Devil  upon  Twa 
Slicks  to  fnatch  her  from   imper. 
death,  he  had   infallibly  filtered  her 
to  perifli.     It   is  you,  therefore,  thai 
have  preferved  Seraphina'sdnys.  In  a 
word,    you  have    deferved    her,  anil 
I  offer  your  her  with  half  my  citate.* 
Leandro  Perez,  at  thefe  words,  which 
eafed  all  fcroples,  threw  himfelf  at  DJO 
Pedro's- feet,  in  order  to  thank  him  for 
his  great  goodnefs.     Shortly  after,   the 
wedding  was  celebrated  with  a  magni- 
ficence (tillable  to  the  heiiefs  of  Sig- 
nior  Efcolano,  and   to  the  great   fatif- 
fa&ion  of   the   friends  of  our  ftudent, 
who  was  thereby  well  ie warded   for  2 
few  hours  of  liberty  which  he  had  pro- 
cured ihe  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks. 
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